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Andrew Johnson Highlights 

 Career Highlights: 

• 1835-43 elected State Representative as a member of the TN Democratic States’ Rights Party in support of President Andrew Jackson. 

• 1843-53 elected U.S. State Representative.  

• 1853-57 elected Governor of Tennessee. 

• 1856 elected to the U. S. Senate in favor of lower tariffs, opposition to antislavery agitation, opposition to southern secession from the Union. 

• May 1862, appointed Military Governor of TN by President Lincoln. Sought & received federal exemption from the Emancipation Proclamation for Tennessee. Reluctantly 
supported recruitment of United States Colored Troops into US military forces as ordered by the Emancipation Proclamation. 

• August 8, 1863 freed his personal slaves.  

• October 24, 1864 Military Governor Johnson freed Tennessee slaves, ratified by the TN legislature April 7, 1865.  

• March 4, 1865 sworn in as the 16th Vice President of the United States. 

• April 15, 1865 sworn in as 17th President of the United States following assassination of Moderate Republican, Abraham Lincoln.  

• As a Reconstruction President, resisted granting suffrage to southern Blacks. Promoted lenient efforts to return former slave states to the Union. Supported imple-
mentation of Black Codes,  vetoed extension of the Freedman’s Bureau Bill, opposed the Fourteenth Amendment and the 1866 Civil Rights Act, delayed and effec-
tively killed federal support for southern Reconstruction measures meant to enfranchise Blacks. 

• Major presidential accomplishments : the Alaska Purchase; passage of the Homestead Act which opened the West to settlement and empowerment of poor and 
working class Whites; establishment of an 8-hour work day law for federal employees.   

• 1868 the first President to be impeached by Congress, conviction failed by one vote. Impeachment hearing presided over by Supreme Court Justice Salmon P. Chase.  

• 1875 won election to the U. S. Senate, to date, the only American president to rejoin the Senate after serving as president.  

 

Born: December 29,  1808, Raleigh, NC 

Died: July 31, 1875, Elizabethton, TN—Cause of death: Stroke 

Buried: August 3, 1875, Andrew Johnson National Cemetery, Greeneville, TN with a copy of the US Constitution, his 
body wrapped in the American flag. 

Spouse: Eliza McCardle (1810-1876), b. Telford, TN  

Children: Martha (1828-1901), Charles (1830-1863), Mary (1832-1883), Robert (1834-1869), Andrew (Frank, 1852-
1879 )  

Profession: Tailor, Mayor Greeneville, TN, State Senator, TN Military Governor, Vice President, 17th President of the 
United States, April 15, 1865 – March 4, 1869  

Slave Owner: Dolly, Samuel, Henry, Margaret (Samuel and Margaret’s nine children), (Dolly’s three children Liz,  

Florence, William)  

Military Service: Union Army Civil War Brigadier General  

Image courtesy www.thefamouspeople.com  
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"I, Andrew Johnson, do hereby proclaim freedom, 
full, broad and unconditional, to every man in Ten-
nessee!"- The Nashville Times and True Union, October 25, 1864, 
November 9, 1864 translated the following speech given by Military 
Governor Andrew Johnson: 

"Colored men of Nashville: You have all heard of the President's Procla-
mation, by which he announces to the world that the slaves in a large 
portion of the seceded States were thenceforth and forever free. For 
certain reasons, which seemed wise to the President, the benefits of 
that Proclamation did not extend to you or to your native State. Many of 
you consequently were left in bondage. The task-master's scourge was 
not yet broken, and the fetters still galled your limbs. Gradually this iniq-
uity has been passing away, but the hour has come when the last vestig-
es of it must be removed. Consequently, I, too, without reference to the 
President or any other person, have a proclamation to make; and, 
standing here upon the steps of the Capitol, with the past history of the 
State to witness, the present condition to guide, and its future to en-
courage me, I, Andrew Johnson, do hereby proclaim freedom to every 
man in Tennessee! 

 
I invoke the colored people to be orderly and law-abiding, but at the 
same time let them assert their rights, and if traitors and ruffians attack 
them, while in the discharge of their duties, let them defend themselves 
as all men have a right to do. 

  
I am no agrarian. I respect the rights of property acquired by honest la-
bor. But I say, nevertheless, that if the great farm of Mark Cockrill, who 
gave $25,000 to Jeff. Davis's Confederacy, were divided into small farms 
and sold to fifteen or twenty honest farmers, society would be im-
proved, Nashville mechanics and tradesmen would be enriched, the 
State would have more good citizens, and our city would have a much 
better market than it now has. 

 
I am no agrarian, but if the princely plantation of Wm. G. Harding, who 

boasted that he had disbursed over $5,000,000 for the rebel Confedera-
cy, were parcelled out among fifty loyal, industrious farmers, it would be 
a blessing to our noble Commonwealth. I speak to-night as a citizen of 
Tennessee. I am here on my own soil, and mean to remain here and 
fight this great battle of freedom through to the end. Loyal men, from 
this day forward, are to be the controllers of Tennessee's grand and sub-
lime destiny, and Rebels must be dumb. We will not listen to their con-
sels. Nashville is no longer the place for them to hold their meetings. Let 
them gather their treasonable conclaves elsewhere; among their friends 
in the Confederacy. They shall not hold their conspiracies in Nashville.  
The representatives of the corrupt (and if you will permit me almost to 
swear a little) this damnable aristocracy, taunt us with our desire to see 
justice done, and charge us with favoring negro equality. Of all living 
men they should be the last to mouth that phrase; and even when 
uttered in their hearing, it should cause their cheeks to tinge and burn 
with shame. Negro equality, indeed! Why pass, any day, along the side-
walks of High street where these aristocrats more particularly dwell - 
these aristrocrats, whose sons are now in the bands of guerillas and cut-
throats who prowl and rob and murder around our city - pass by their 
dwellings, I say, and you will see as many mulatto as negro children, the 
former bearing an unmistakable resemblance to their aristrocrat neigh-
bors! 

 
Colored men of Tennessee! This too shall cease! Your wives and daugh-
ters shall no longer be dragged into a concubinage, compared to which 
polygamy is a virtue, to satisfy the brutal lusts of slaveholders and over-
seers! Henceforth the sanctity of God's holy law of marriage shall be re-
spected in your persons, and the great State of Tennessee shall no more 
give her sanction to your degredation and your shame!  

 
['Thank God! thank God!' came from the lips of a thousand women, who 
in their own persons had experienced the hellish iniquity of the man-
seller's code. 'Thank God!' fervently echoed the fathers, husbands, broth-
ers of those women.] 
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And if the law protects you in the possession of your wives and children, 
if the law shields those whom you hold dear from the unlawful grasp of 
lust, will you endeavor to be true to yourselves, and shun, as it were 
death itself, the path of lewdness, crime and vice? 

 
['We will! we will!' cried the assembled thousands; and joining in a sub-
lime and tearful enthusiasm, another mighty shout went up to heaven.]  
'Looking at this vast crowd of colored people,' continued the Governor, 
'and reflecting through what a storm of persecution and obloquy they 
are compelled to pass, I am almost induced to wish that, as in the days 
of old, a Moses might arise who should lead them safely to their prom-
ised land of freedom and happiness.' 

 
['You are our Moses,' shouted several voices and the exclamation was 
caught up and cheered until the Capitol rung again.] 
'God,' continued the speaker, 'no doubt has prepared somewhere an 
instrument for the great work He designs to perform in behalf of this 
outraged people, and in due time your leader will come forth; your Mo-
ses will be revealed to you.' ['We want no Moses but you!' again shout-
ed the crowd.] 

 
'Well, then,' replied the speaker, 'humble and unworthy as I am, if no 
other better shall be found, I will indeed be your Moses, and lead you 
through the Red Sea of war and bondage, to a fairer future of liberty 
and peace. I speak now as one who feels the world his country, and all 
who love equal rights his friends. I speak, too, as a citizen of Tennessee. 
I am here on my own soil, and here I mean to stay and fight this great 
battle of truth and justice to a triumphant end. Rebellion and slavery 
shall, by God's good help, no longer pollute our State. Loyal men, 
whether white or black, shall alone control her destinies: and when this 
strife in which we are all engaged is past, I trust, I know, we shall have a 
better state of things, and shall all rejoice that honest labor reaps the 
fruit of its own industry, and that every man has a fair chance in the 
race of life." 

FAMOUS JOHNSON QUOTES: 

"In my opinion, freedom will not make negroes any worse, and 

will result in their advancement. I am for an aristocracy of la-

bor, of intelligent, stimulating, virtuous labor; of talent, of in-

tellect, of merit; for the elevation of each and every man, 

white and black, according to his talent and industry."  John-

son, October 13, 1864.   

 

“Slavery exists. It is black in the South, and white in the 

North.” 

 

“I am sworn to uphold the Constitution as Andy Johnson un-

derstands it and interprets it.” 

 

‘Legislation can neither be wise nor just which seeks the wel-

fare of a single interest at the expense and to the injury of 

many and varied interests.’ 

 

“If blacks were given the right to vote, that would place every 

splay-footed, bandy-shanked, hump-backed, thick-lipped, flat-

nosed, woolly-headed, ebon-colored in the country upon an 

equality with the poor white man.”  
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17 TENNESSEE  

UNITED STATES  

COLORED TROOP 

(USCT) MILITARY 

UNITS  

 Despite Johnson’s reluctance, 

Tennessee provided more than 20,000 

African American soldiers to the Union 

Army. According to a report by Colonel 

R. D. Mussey, Commissioner for Organi-

zation of Colored Troops, on October 10, 

1864, Field Officers Colonel John A. 

Hottenstein, Lt. Colonel Theodore Trau-

ernicht, and Major Wilham Innes, began 

recruitment for the 12th and 13th Regi-

ment Infantry units at Murfreesboro in 

July, 1863 among laborers in the staff 

departments at Clarksville, Gallatin, Murfreesboro, etc. Recruits were brought into 

Nashville and formed the nucleus of the 12th and 13th U. S. Colored Infantry Regi-

ments.  

 On August 27, 1863, Major General W. S. Rosecrans advised Governor An-

drew Johnson that he wished to place the building of the Northwestern Railroad under 

his charge, and mentioned the 12th and 13th U. S. Colored Regiments as forces which 

he might be able to assign to him. Evidently, this was before the regiments were offi-

cially organized. Expressing fear that, if captured, African Americans would not be 

treated as soldiers, hasty efforts were made to organize Blacks into officially recog-

nized Union Army military units.   

 The Army of the Cumberland originated from the Army of the Ohio which 

fought under the command of Brigadier General Robert Anderson until Major General 

William S. Rosecrans assumed command upon creation of the Department of the Cum-

berland. The army’s first significant battle was the Battle of Stones River. Major Gen-

eral Ulysses S. Grant arrived at Chattanooga to assume command of the Army of the 

Cumberland, Army of the Tennessee, and reinforcements from the Army of the Poto-

mac during the siege of Chattanooga. Grant replaced Rosecrans with General George 

H. Thomas October 28, 1863. Following the Battle of Chattanooga, Major General Wil-

liam T. Sherman assumed command of all Union armies in the West and created the 

Army of the Cumberland, the Army of the Tennessee and the Army of the Ohio, with 

General George Thomas commanding the Army of Tennessee. Thomas’ forces included 

several USCT military units. Known for his skill with artillery, Thomas employed his 

USCTs in defeating his former West Point student, Confederate General John Bell Hood 

at the Battle of Nashville; in the eastern Kentucky Battle of Mill Springs; joining Grant’s 

troops at the Battle of Shiloh; as second-in-command at the Battle of Perryville; and 

joining Sherman’s troops in the siege of Atlanta. 

• 12th Regiment Infantry organized TN-at-Large July 24-August 14, 1863 attached 
to Defenses of Nashville & Northwestern RR, Dept. of the Cumberland. Service: RR 
guard duty in TN & AL. Repulse of Hood’s attack on Johnsonville; Buford’s Station; 
Nashville & Northwestern RR; Clarksville, TN; Battle of Nashville; Pursuit of Hood; 
Decatur, AL. Mustered Out: January 1866. 

• 13th Regiment Infantry  organized November 19, 1863 attached to  Defenses of 

Nashville & Northwestern RR, Dept. of the Cumberland. Service: RR guard duty in 

TN & AL; Repulse of Hood’s attack on Johnsonville; Eddyville, KY; Battle of Nash-

ville; Pursuit of Hood. Mustered Out: January 10, 1866. 

• 14th Regiment Infantry organized at Gallatin, TN November 16, 1863 attached to 

Post at Gallatin; Chattanooga; Department of the Cumberland; District of Etowah; 

East TN; Dept. of GA. Service: Garrison duty at Chattanooga; Dalton, GA; Siege of 

Decatur, AL; Nashville; Overton’s Hill; Pursuit of Hood; District of East TN, Greene-

ville. Mustered Out: March 1866. 

• 15th Regiment Infantry organized at Nashville December 2, 1863 to March 11, 

1864 attached to Post and District of Nashville, Dept. of the Cumberland. Service: 

Garrison & guard duty at Nashville, Columbia, Pulaski, Springfield, and District of 

Middle TN. Mustered Out: April 7, 1866. 

• 16th Regiment Infantry organized at Nashville December 4, 1863 to February 13, 

1864 attached to Post of Chattanooga, Dept. of the Cumberland; Unattached, Dis-

trict of Etowah; District of East TN. Service: Duty at Chattanooga; Battle of Nash-

ville; Overton Hill; Pursuit of Hood; Duty at Middle and East TN. Mustered Out: 

April 30, 1866. 

• 17th Regiment Infantry organized at Nashville December 12 to 21, 1863 attached 

to Post of Murfreesboro, Dept. of the Cumberland. Service: Duty at McMinnville 

and Murfreesboro; Battle of TN; Overton Hill; Pursuit of Hood; Decatur, AL; Duty 

USCT Infantryman. Photo courtesy Library 

of Congress . 
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at Post of Nashville. Mustered Out: April 25, 1866. 

• 59th Regiment Infantry organized in Memphis, March 11, 1864 attached to 1st 

Colored Brigade, District, Memphis, TN. Service: Post & Garrison Duty at Mem-

phis; Sturgis Expedition from Memphis to Mississippi; Battle of Brice’s Cross 

Roads; Ripley; Davis Mill; Smith’s Expedition to Tupelo, MS; Camargo’s Cross 

Roads, Harrisburg; Old Town Creek; District of West TN; Repulsed Nathan Bedford 

Forest’s attack on Memphis. Mustered Out: January 31, 1866. 

• 61st Regiment Infantry organized in Memphis, March 11, 1864 attached to 2nd 

TN Infantry, District of Memphis. Service: Post & Garrison Duty at Memphis; 

Smith’s Expedition to Tupelo, MS; Repulse of Forest’s attack on Memphis; 

Eastport; Moscow Station; New Orleans; Barrancas, FL; Blakely, AL. Mustered Out: 

December 30, 1865. 

• 88th Regiment Infantry (New) organized in Memphis  February 20, 1865. 

Attached to Post & Defense of Memphis & West TN. Service: West Tennessee. 

Consolidated with 3rd TN USCT Heavy Artillery.  

• 101st Regiment Infantry organized in TN-at-Large, September 16, 1864, attached 

to Defenses of Louisville & Nashville Railroad, Department of the Cumberland. 

Service: Louisville & Nashville RR; duty in TN & Scottsboro, Larkinsville, AL. Mus-

tered Out: January 21, 1866. 

• 1st Regiment Heavy Artillery organized in Knoxville February 20, 1864 attached to 

2nd Brigade, 4th Division, 23rd Corps, Dept. of the Ohio. Service: Duty at Knox-

ville; Operations against Wheeler in East TN; Operations in Northern AL & East TN; 

Stoneman’s Operations in East TN, Southwestern VA, and Western NC; Greene-

ville, District of East TN. Mustered Out: March 31, 1866. 

• 3rd Regiment Heavy Artillery  organized from 1st TN Heavy Artillery. Designated 

2nd USC Heavy Artillery March 11, 1864 and 3rd USC Heavy Artillery April 26, 1864 

attached to District of Memphis. Service: Garrison duty at Fort Pickering; Defenses 

of Memphis; District of West TN. Mustered Out: April 30, 1866. 

• 4th Regiment Heavy Artillery organized from TN 2nd TN USC Heavy Artillery 

March 11, 1864 and 4th Heavy Artillery April 26, 1864 attached to District of Co-

lumbus. Service: Garrison duty at Fort Halleck, Columbus, KY; Union City, TN; Fort 

Donelson; Arkansas duty at Pine Bluff. Mustered Out: February 25, 1866. 

• 9th Regiment Heavy Artillery organized at Clarksville & Nashville October 8 to 

November 1, 1864 attached to district of Nashville, Dept. of the Cumberland. Bro-

ken Up May 5, 1865. 

• 2nd Regiment Light Artillery Battery “A” organized at Nashville April 30, 1864 

attached to Post and District of Nashville, Dept. of the Cumberland. Service: Garri-

son duty at Nashville and Middle TN; Battle of Nashville. Mustered Out: January 

13, 1866. 

• 2nd Regiment Light Artillery Battery “F” organized from Memphis Light Battery. 

Designated Battery “D” March 11, 1864, and Battery “F” April 26, 1864 attached to 

1st Colored Brigade, District of Memphis, 16th Corps, Dept. of Tennessee. Service: 

Post & Garrison duty at Memphis; Sturgis’ Expedition to MS; Battle of Ripley, MS; 

Battle of Brice’s Cross Roads, Guntown; Duty at Memphis; Repulse of Forest’s 

attack on Memphis; Bridgeport, AL. Mustered Out: Consolidation with 3rd USC 

Heavy Artillery December 28, 1865.  

• 2nd Regiment Light Artillery Battery 

“I” organized at Memphis April 19, 

1864 attached to District of Memphis, 

16th Corps, Dept. of TN. Service: Post 

& Garrison Duty at Memphis; Smith’s 

Expedition to Tupelo, MS; Battle of 

Tupelo; Smith’s Expedition to Oxford, 

MS; District of West TN; Mustered 

Out: January 10, 1866. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Medal of Honor winner for his actions 

at the Battle of Honey Hill, Livingston 

County, Kentucky USCT Corporal 55th 

Massachusetts Volunteers, Infantry-

man Andrew Jackson Smith (1843-

1932). The 19-year old Smith escaped 

to Union forces from his Confederate 

owner and reported  father, Elijah 

Smith, while being carried for impress-

ment into Confederate forces. Photo 

courtesy Library of Congress .   
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POST-BELLUM TENNESSEE AFRICAN AMERICAN LEGISLATORS 

Information courtesy Tennessee State Library and Archives https://sharetngov.tnsosfiles.com/tsla/exhibits/blackhistory/index.htm, accessed July 20, 2020 

Two and a half years after the passage of the Fifteenth Amendment, in November 1872, Tennessee voters elected their first African American representative to 
the General Assembly. The achievements of the fourteen black men, most of them former slaves, who served as Tennessee legislators before 1900 represent 
an important part of state history. However, after the end of the 45th General Assembly in March of 1887, Tennessee would not seat another African American 
in its legislature until 1965. In all likelihood, each had knowledge and political involvement with Governor, Senator, Vice President, President Andrew Johnson 
at some point during their community or enslaved lifetimes. 

 

38th Tennessee General Assembly 1873-1874 

Sampson W. Keeble (1833-1883) b. Rutherford County, TN 

Barber, businessman, and civic leader, became the first African-American to serve in the Tennessee General Assembly. Serving from 1873 to 1875, Keeble was 
appointed to the House Military Affairs Committee and the Immigration Committee. After service in the legislature, he was elected magistrate in Davidson 
County, and served from 1877 to 1882.  

 

 

42nd Tennessee General Assembly 1881-1882 & 43 Tennessee General Assembly 1883-1884 

John William Boyd (circa 1852-1932) b. Tipton County, TN 

A former slave who became a respected attorney and magistrate in his hometown of Mason, Boyd served two terms representing Tipton County in the Ten-
nessee House of Representatives, failing in an attempt to became the first black state senator.  

 

  

Thomas Frank Cassels (circa 1845-1903) b. Berlin Crossroads, Jackson County, OH 
Born free in southern Ohio, this Memphis attorney represented Ida B. Wells in her lawsuit against the railroads. He was the first black lawyer admitted to the 
Memphis bar, and the first to plead before the West Tennessee Supreme Court. 

 

 

Isham (Isaac) Franklin Norris (1851-1928) b. ? 

All three census records in which he appears states he was born in Tennessee, as was his father, but no records show whether either was born slave or free. 
In the 1900 census Norris said his mother was born in Virginia, but in 1910 and 1920 he said she came from Maryland – either location would suggest that 
she was probably a slave. Norris was a grocer and fuel dealer from Memphis, elected as a Republican to the Tennessee General Assembly. After his service in 
the legislature, he lived in the Oklahoma Territory for a while, later moving his family to Seattle where he ran a livery stable and a transfer company.  

https://sharetngov.tnsosfiles.com/tsla/exhibits/blackhistory/index.htm
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POST-BELLUM TENNESSEE AFRICAN AMERICAN LEGISLATORS, cont’d 

 

Thomas A. Sykes (circa 1838-circa 1905) b. NC 

The 1870 census described Sykes as a 35-year-old mulatto male, born in North Carolina, and living in Pasquotank County, on the state’s northeastern 
coastal plain. A former member of the North Carolina legislature, a U.S. revenue official, a partner in two Nashville stores, and later a school superinten-
dent, he represented Davidson County in the 42nd General Assembly. In late 1872 Sykes moved his household to Nashville. On December 19 he opened 
an account with the Freedman’s Bank, his application stated he was born in North Carolina, the son of Armistead and Jane Sykes. He and his wife Martha 
had two daughters, Mary and Emma. His residence that year was at the Harding House, a boarding house owned by Sampson Keeble.  
 

 

43rd Tennessee General Assembly 1883-1884 

Leon Howard (circa 1849-1912) b. Memphis? 

Leon Howard appeared in various Memphis city directories beginning in 1870, when other family members were also listed in the census. He was 21 that 
year, living with his mother, Ellen, who was head of household; Fannie Faulkner, an 80-year-old woman who was probably Ellen’s mother; and his three 
brothers, Thomas (22) and Jeptha (19), both working as steam-boatmen, and Marcus (12), who would be called Muke or Mukes in later censuses. In this 
record Marcus, the 12-year-old, was reportedly the only family member who could read. Ellen, Leon, and Marcus were identified as white, while Fannie, 
Jeptha, and Thomas were said to be mulatto. A Memphis porter, janitor, and cook, this Republican legislator defeated two popular African American poli-
ticians running as Democrats, to represent Shelby County in the General Assembly. He later moved his family o Bakersfield, California.  

 

43rd, 44th  & 45th Tennessee General Assembly  

Samuel Allen McElwee (1859-1914) b. Brownsville, Haywood County, Tennessee  

Samuel A. McElwee was born a slave. In 1875 McElwee attended Oberlin College in Ohio for a year, paying for his education by washing dishes and win-
dows, waiting tables, and picking currants. McElwee continued to pay for his education by picking fruit, hauling turf, and peddling patent medicines, 
McElwee served three terms in the Tennessee House, even being nominated as Speaker, before being driven from Haywood County by night riders.  

 

 

David Foote Rivers (1859-1941) b.  Montgomery, AL 

Born free in Alabama, Rivers represented Fayette County in the legislature. He attended Roger Williams University on a Peabody Scholarship, earning a    
degree in theology and later teaching there. After being driven out of his county, he moved his family to Kansas and then to Washington, D.C.  
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POST-BELLUM TENNESSEE AFRICAN AMERICAN LEGISLATORS, cont’d 

 

 

44th Tennessee General Assembly 1885-1886 

Greene E. Evans (1848-1914) b. Fayette County, TN 
Greene E. Evans was born into slavery on the B. B. Degraffenreid plantation in northern Fayette County, Tennessee. When he was eight years old, his 
name appeared on an 1855 inventory of Degraffenreid’s property, along with the names of his mother, Adelia, and his siblings: Samuel (13), John (10), 
Martha (6), and Amanda (5). [The inventory called him “Green,” but in adulthood he typically signed his name as “Greene,” with a final “e.”] A former 
slave who worked tirelessly to become well-educated, this Republican businessman from Memphis was a member of the original Fisk Jubilee Singers. He 
spent his final years as a coal dealer in Chicago.   

 

    

William Alexander Feilds (1852-1898)  b. West TN, possibly Shelby County 

William A. Feilds, born in West Tennessee in 1852, was elected to represent Shelby County in the 44th Tennessee General Assembly, 1885-1886. Alt-
hough many records spell his surname as “Field” or “Fields,” William himself seems generally to have used the “e-i” combination, also generally adding 
a final “s,” as can be seen in surviving legislative records. In view of the fact that William Feilds’s parents were born in Virginia (1880 census), it is proba-
ble that he was descended from the same group of slaves as former Tipton County Representative John Boyd (42nd Tennessee General Assembly, 1881
-1882). Boyd’s mother, Sophia Fields* Boyd, was the slave of Jean Field Sanford, who was a young child in 1836 when her father, Charles Grandison 
Feild, moved his household from Mecklenburg County, Virginia, to Haywood County, Tennessee.  

 

 

William Calvin Hodge (circa 1846-circa 1900) b. NC 

A man who held many jobs, from railroad agent to jailer, W. C. Hodge was elected to represent Hamilton County in the 44th Tennessee General As-
sembly, 1885-1886. Born in North Carolina, Hodge came to Tennessee as a stone mason and held a number of jobs around Chattanooga before he 
became a legislator: contractor, house mover, alderman for the 4th Ward of the City of Chattanooga (1878-1887), and city jailer.  
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POST-BELLUM TENNESSEE AFRICAN AMERICAN LEGISLATORS, cont’d 

 

45th Tennessee General Assembly  1887-88 

Monroe W. Gooden (1848-1915) b. Fayette County, TN 

The only African American Democrat elected to the Tennessee General Assembly during the 1800s, Gooden was born a slave in Fayette County, 
which he later represented in the House. He was a prosperous farmer who came to own the very plantation where he had been a slave.  Monroe 
Gooden was one of fourteen African American men, most of them former slaves, elected to the Tennessee General Assembly during the three dec-
ades following the Civil War. The only black Democrat in the House during the 19th century, Gooden became a powerful figure in the same county 
where he had been raised in slavery.  

 

 

 

Styles Linton Hutchins (1852-1950) b. Lawrenceville, GA 

Born free in Georgia, this dynamic legislator was among the first black lawyers admitted to the South Carolina bar, the first admitted to the Georgia 
bar, and later a member of the bar in both Tennessee and Illinois. He and a law partner won a landmark Supreme Court case that is still studied in law 
schools. A shrewd and spirited Chattanooga attorney, Styles L. Hutchins was elected to represent Hamilton County in the 45th Tennessee General 
Assembly, 1887-1888. Hutchins and his two colleagues in the House, Monroe Gooden and Samuel McElwee, were the last African Americans to serve 
in the state legislature until A. W. Willis Jr. of Memphis took his seat in the House of Representatives in January 1965, nearly 80 years later.  

 

 

 

50th Tennessee General Assembly 1897-1898 

Jesse M. H. Graham (1864-1930) b. ? 

He was born in either Nashville or Clarksville (accounts differ) and attended public schools in Montgomery and Davidson counties. Neither of his par-
ents was a slave. A Republican newspaper editor from Clarksville, he was the only African American legislator elected in the 19th century who was 
not permitted to serve a single term. Many news sources of the period list him as Sam Houston’s grandson. A Republican teacher, postal worker, and 
newspaper editor, Jesse M. H. Graham was elected in early November 1896 to represent Montgomery County. He was not only the first African 
American chosen to represent Montgomery County, but also the first Republican representative elected in that district since Reconstruction – report-
edly by “the largest vote ever cast for a legislative candidate” in the county (Freeman, November 28, 1896). Jesse Graham seemed to be unstoppable 
until November 15, 1896, when the Louisville Courier-Journal reported that he had lived in Louisville until October 1895, not only holding a job there, 
but also registering and voting as a Kentucky resident.  


