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An administrative hearing of the Town of Richfield Zoning Board of Appeals was held on January 14, 2020 at the Richfield Town Hall. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Tim Cantwell at 7:30 pm.

Board members present were:  Tim Cantwell, Marjorie Walters, Dick Johnson, and Joel Sawicki. Board member Bill Berberick was absent.  Secretary Maggie Young was present. 

Motion by Sawicki, second by Walters to approve the November 12, 2019 minutes. All members were in favor. 

Chairman Cantwell welcomed Dick Johnson to the board.

Bill Klemm, former Planning Board Member, submitted an appeal on the Buell Fuel 12,000 gallon Diesel/ fuel oil storage tank application. The project is located at 3178 US RT 20 in Richfield Springs.  Klemm is challenging the “general retail” use under which former Land Use Officer Chris Corrigan issued the permit. 

Klemm explained to the board that this is an interpretive appeal. Klemm believes that the term “General Retail” does not fit the use. Klemm stated that because of the size of the storage tank, the permit should be listed as "Bulk Petroleum Storage." Bulk Petroleum Storage is not an allowed use in the Town of Richfield's Zoning Law; therefore Klemm believes the application should be denied. Klemm would like the applicant to petition the Town Board to have “Bulk Petroleum Storage” added to the Zoning Law as an allowed use. 

Former Land Use Officer Chris Corrigan informed the board that she granted  the permit under "general retail" because Buell Fuel will be taking fuel orders and payments  for fuel oil at the Richfield location. The permit was also granted pending Site Plan Review from the Planning Board. Corrigan stated, we cannot rewrite the law every time a project does not fit perfectly.  

Larry Frigault read a prepared statement in regard to the definition of "General Retail." Frigault's statement was submitted to the secretary to be added to the official record.



The board members had a discussion with Klemm on issues he has with the issuing of this permit. 

Mike Buell, of Buell Fuels stated that he is in the process of purchasing the property at 3178 US RT 20 in Richfield Springs. Buell stated that fuel oil will be one of many products they will be offering to customers. 

Cantwell closed the administrative hearing at 8:12 pm. 

ZBA Resolution #1 of 2020

Motion by Cantwell Second by Walter That:
	The Zoning Board of Appeals let the Land Use Officer's decision to forward the Buell Fuel Site Plan Review permit to the Planning Board stand.
	The Zoning Law allows for retail sales and the Mixed Use District was specifically designed for this type of business development. Buell Fuels plans to sell fuel oil to the community. Currently there are no suppliers of oil in the Town of Richfield. 
	This will help to lower fuel costs by decreasing transportation costs.


Dick Johnson- No (feels the application should be granted under Accessory Structures) Joel Sawicki-Yes, Marge Walters Yes, Tim Cantwell-Yes

Motion by Cantwell, second by Walters, to thank Tom Richvalsky for 15 years of service to the Zoning Board of Appeals. His knowledge of zoning laws and common sense approach were greatly appreciated.  All members were in favor. 

Motion by Cantwell, second by Walters to adjourn at 8:21 pm. All members were in favor. 

_____________________________
Maggie Young, Secretary 

