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The sea and the waves roaring
The distress of nations with perplexity

I’m writing this from Christchurch, 
where for the second time in six 
months we have had a major earth-

quake. Over 180 people were killed, the 
central city is in ruins, and the suburb I 
live in is one of the worst hit residential 
areas in town. My house is damaged, my 
mother’s house down the road was flood-
ed, and the whole area has been ripped 
up, dropped down, and filled with silt and 
mud thrown up by the shock. Our assem-
bly’s hall complex had its front two-thirds 
demolished after the first quake, and the 
remaining rear hall looks like being de-
molished after the second.

I learn later that an old, unused pic-
ture theatre I sat in front of in my car an 
hour or so before the quake fell outwards 
onto the road right where I had been. I 
had been looking up at the frontage, won-
dering what the owners intended to do 
with the building. It’s now a pile of rub-

ble. I suppose that answers the question.
Shortly after the power and water 

came back on two weeks later, we were 
able to watch the unfolding horror in Ja-
pan—earthquake, tsunami and nuclear 
reactor breakdown complete with real-
life surround-sound aftershocks shaking 
our own living room. The people killed 
in Japan may number in the tens of thou-

sands. Watching the videos of walls of 
water pouring through streets and carry-
ing everything away with it, I'm suddenly 
glad I'm in broken Christchurch.

What could be worse?
As horrible as the power and aftermath 
of these things can be, the Second World 
War, as a brother noted here in a talk, 
a man-made upheaval, killed between 
50 and 70 million people, and continued 
shaking the world for some six years. The 
uncertainty in that figure shows the mas-
sive destruction and confusion of such 
a global war. Twenty million addition-
al people—the equivalent of the entire 
population of Australia, or four times the 
population of New Zealand—may or may 
not have perished. We don’t know. And 
all this only two decades after the First 
World War killed something like 16 mil-
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lion. These figures are not in the hun-
dreds, or thousands, or hundreds of thou-
sands. These figures are in the millions. 
Each of the two atomic bombs dropped 
on Japan  at the end of the war alone 
killed many more people than the recent 
9.0 quake and tsunami combined. As the 
Japanese Prime Minister said, the recent 
disaster is Japan’s biggest . . . since the 
Second World War.

The great voice
At the time the 2011 Christchurch quake 
hit, revolutions were sweeping over the 
Middle East. The revolutions continue. 
These human upheavals are shaking one 
of the most dangerous and unstable parts 
of the globe. The technology of instant 
communication and simultaneous con-
nection, wonderful potential that it may 
have, also opens the world to the dan-
ger of nationwide and worldwide mob 
mentality. One angry voice quickly be-
comes a roar.

The area undergoing revolution is 
prophesied in the Bible to feature in a 
further great war and upheaval yet to 
come upon the world, the like of which 
has never been seen before, in which “the 
very elements shall melt with fervent heat” 
with “blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke”. 
The warning is that man is more unstable 
and destructive than nature.

Jesus said, “And there shall be signs in 
the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; 
and upon the earth distress of nations, with 
perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 
Men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for 
looking after those things which are com-
ing on the earth: for the powers of heaven 
shall be shaken” (Luke 21:25-26).

The phrase “the sea and the waves roar-

ing” naturally calls up an image of the tsu-
nami in Japan, or that of the Boxing Day 
tsunami in 2004. And the time Jesus is 
speaking of may well be a time in which 
such natural events terrify the world. But 
in scripture the same image is often used 
to illustrate the much greater instability 
and raging of mankind. The distress of 
nations, with perplexity, is caused mainly 
by the tumults of man. 

The sea and the waves roaring  continued …

The Bible declares the wicked are “like 
the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose 
waters cast up mire and dirt” and describes 
them as “raging waves of the sea, foam-
ing out their own shame”. It talks of indi-
viduals being “as unstable as water” and 
“tossed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine”.

The roaring of the great waters typi-
fies the “raging of the heathen”— driven 
by their vain imaginations and every kind 
of false belief. In Jeremiah 51 the prophet 
says, “the LORD hath spoiled Babylon, and 
destroyed out of her the great voice; when 
her waves do roar like great waters, a noise 
of their voice is uttered”. 

Like the crowd who raged against Paul 
the apostle when the whole city of Ephe-
sus was “full of wrath” and “filled with 
confusion” and “some therefore cried one 
thing, and some another: for the assembly 
was confused; and the more part knew not 

“[God] stilleth the noise of the seas, 
the noise of their waves, and the 

tumult of the people”
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wherefore they were come together”, it is 
the “great voice” of man and his confused 
opinions that are the real danger to the 
people of this earth.

“Woe to the multitude of many people, 
which make a noise like the noise of the 
seas; and to the rushing of nations, that 
make a rushing like the rushing of mighty 
waters! The nations shall rush like the 
rushing of many waters: but God shall re-
buke them, and they shall flee far off . . .” 
(Isaiah 17:12-14).

God rebukes the roar of man, “stil-
leth the noise of the seas, the noise of 
their waves, and the tumult of the people” 
(Psalms 65:5).

Man tries to stem the tide, but he can-
not. The well-known declaration just be-
fore the beginning of the Second World War 
by Neville Chamberlain, the British Prime 
Minister, should keep us wide awake:  
“I believe it is peace for our time. . . . And 
now I recommend you to go home and sleep 
quietly in your beds.”

The Bible warns against those who 
say “Peace, peace; when there is no peace” 
and warns also we should not be caught 
asleep: “But of the times and the seasons, 
brethren, ye have no need that I write unto 
you. For yourselves know perfectly that the 
day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the 
night. For when they shall say, Peace and 
safety; then sudden destruction cometh 
upon them, as travail upon a woman with 
child; and they shall not escape” (1 Thes-
salonians 5:1-3).

Those who trust in God can look for-
ward to the day when Christ, the Prince 
of Peace, appears, “the sea and the waves 
roaring” and, rebuking the winds of world 
opinion and the “raging of the water”, 
commands, “Peace, be still!”.  



Auckland
As of the 2nd of March, Auckland has its 
own hall in Ellerslie. It requires some ren-
ovation work to be done before we can 
use it as our hall but we are all so excited 
to finally have a “home”. It is about 100 
metres from our current hall.

Since our last newsletter we have had 
David and Kali Pearce visit us here for 
about ten days on their way back to Perth 
and more recently Ben and Chantal from 
Christchurch.

Jeanette Strauss’s husband Louis was 
spiritfilled and baptised but the family 
had to return to South Africa and Pas-
tor Ron is trying to keep in touch with 
them. Brother Sebastian has also returned 
to PNG and has been in contact with us 
via email and is attending meetings in 
Pt Moresby.

Planning is well under way for the 
North Island Easter Camp at Motu Moana 
Scout Camp in Green Bay, Auckland. 

Bay of Plenty
Refreshed by a wonderful time at camp 
we started the year with renewed efforts 
to spread the Word and generate revival. 
One of our first  efforts was in the form of 
a series of Sunday evening presentations 
on the return of Christ which was adver-
tised in the local paper. We saw several 
people come to this, but even before the 
presentations we have seen some revival. 
Before and after camp we also enjoyed 
great fellowship of many visitors from 
as far away as Holland. We were sad to 

Auckland gets a hall
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And Christchurch gets another fall!

ABOVE:  The new hall, still awaiting signage

BELOW:  Renovation work on the inside

see our sister Gabby leave to the Sydney 
fellowship. In the past few months we 
have enjoyed several fellowship events 
such as a beach day out, working bees 
and a recent kiwi iconic Jandal Day. Most 
importantly we are looking forward to 
great revival this year! We have a new sis-
ter who came to the Lord from finding a 
wet pamphlet on the ground, which just 
goes to show, even if your pamphlets end 
up on the ground, the Lord’s Word never 
goes out in vain—even in the rain! Look-
ing forward to helping Auckland out with 
some working bees on their new hall and 
of course up and coming Easter camps.   

Christchurch 
The second major earthquake to hit 
Christchurch in six months has dominat-
ed the start of our year. For the second 
time we found ourselves without a meet-
ing place as the school we were meeting 
in was closed, and our houses were either 

damaged or without power and water. 
And for the second time we had just spent 
the previous couple of weeks letterbox-
ing thousands of homes only to  have the 
address on the pamphlets voided by the 
quake and subsequent change of meeting 
venue! Fortunately the school has since 
opened, and we have received about ten 
replies to the pamphlet drop.

Our remaining rear hall, after the 
rest of the complex was demolished over 
Christmas, was further damaged with the 
rear wall and corners cracked badly in 
many places and pulling away from the 
roof. The floor level has also shifted. We 
may yet be demolishing this hall also! 

Our annual tenting camp at Wainui 
over Waitangi weekend went well and 
we are now looking forward to spend-
ing time with some overseas visitors at 
our Easter Camp at Kaiapoi. After this, 
we are hoping to have another outreach 
weekend on the West Coast with the two 
saints now there. 

New Plymouth
The New Plymouth fellowship numbers 
rose by seven towards the end of 2010 
with the arrival of sister Josephine and 
her six lovely children. Originally from 
Papua New Guinea where she was also 
saved Josephine is now living here in NP 
where her husband has come to work.

2011 got off to a great start with the 
majority of the New Plymouth Fellowship 
able to get down to Christmas Camp to 
recharge and be built up spiritually for 
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the coming year. On the night that most 
people came back from camp everyone 
was tired but still keen for some more fel-
lowship so a pot luck dessert night was 
organised followed by a walk around the 
legendary lights at Pukekura Park. 

It was great to catch up with those 
who were unable to get down to Wel-
lington and share testimonies and other 
encouragement from camp. This year we 
were also blessed to have some visitors 
head our way after camp—the Douglas 
family from Christchurch as well as Kali 
and Dave came for the week as part of 
their departing NZ “tiki” tour round the 
North island. 

Later that same week we had an extra 
treat when Zara, Jed and Nathan and Lau-
ren Manning came over for a flying visit.

Our Youngies group has expanded this 
year with Gabriella and Jasmine now at 
high school. All the New Plymouth Young-
ies are fund raising with the plan to try 
to send them all to the Sydney Youngies 
Camp later in the year.

The start of the school term saw us 
having our first fast of 2011 and every-
one is looking forward to an exciting year 

when we hope to see some revival in our 
corner of the vineyard.

Our first talk for the year in NP was to 
prepare our heart and mind for the Lord 
and to be ready for the year with the lord. 
For us to be ready to put our hand up 
for what needs to be done. Whether it is 
cleaning the hall or going outreaching we 
need to be prepared to apply ourselves to 
the Lord’s work.

We are looking forward to Easter 
Camp. Hope to see you there. 

Wellington
Suffice it to say we really enjoyed Christ-
mas camp. It was a really uplifting time 
for us having saints from all over. We have 
had a prayer and fast and will be out-
reaching, so we are hoping and believ-
ing for the Lord to give us an increase. As 
always we enjoy seeing any saints visit. 
God bless. 

TOP:  Jason emptying some of the silt thrown up by the 

earthquake from the Wattchow’s yard

BELOW:  Wellington folk and one of their many fans



Dramatic and instant change

It was nearly 30 years ago when I first heard the 
gospel. I was 21 at the time and living on the Gold 
Coast. I was sitting on the lawn outside my flat 

reading a book when a neighbour from the Gold Coast 
Revival Fellowship came and started to share his tes-
timony with me. He told me how his life had dramati-
cally changed three months prior when he became 
a Christian. I was shown scriptures in the Bible that 
said the Lord was going to return and that I needed 
to repent and be born again of water and the Spirit.

What amazed me was he told me I would also 
have proof that I had received God’s Holy Spirit be-
cause I would speak in tongues just as described in 
the Book of Acts. This was all completely foreign to 
me and I was shocked that I had never heard about 
it before, but I knew that if the Lord returned that 
night I would be without excuse. I realised that if 
what I had been told was the truth then I needed to 
act upon it. So that afternoon I was baptised in the 
ocean in front of where we lived and I then prayed 
to receive the Holy Spirit. 

After praying with my neighbour and others from 
the Gold Coast Revival fellowship for about an hour 
nothing had happened and I was starting to doubt a 
little when I thought, “If you are real, God, you need 
to fill me now with your Holy Spirit”. I almost imme-
diately started speaking in this miraculous language 
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And those who witnessed it experienced it too

This was all 
completely 
foreign to 
me and I 
was shocked 
that I had 
never heard 
about it 
before

that I had never been taught. It was total confirma-
tion to me that God was real and that I had been 
filled with his Holy Spirit. 

My life instantly changed from that moment. I 
went home to my boyfriend Dave and told him that 
now I was a Christian we couldn’t live together any-
more. Other things like the desire to drink or go out 
partying just completely left me. I was just so happy 
and excited about this amazing gift God had given 
me so I proceeded to tell my family and friends about 
what had happened to me. In the following few weeks 
both my sister, her husband and our two flatmates 
were all baptised and Spirit-filled.

Dave, after seeing such a dramatic change in me 
and realising he had nothing to lose, decided to get 
baptised a few days after me and received the Holy 
Spirit the same night. The Lord completely changed 
our relationship from one that was going nowhere to 
one built on a strong foundation and a few months 
later we were married. 

Over the last 30 years the Lord has always been 
completely faithful in his promises to us and has bless-
ed us in all aspects of our lives whether it is healing 
needs, employment or anything else that we have 
come up against. There have been countless situa-
tions over the years that have had miraculous out-
comes after prayer. I thank the Lord for meeting all 
these needs but especially that he has given me and 
my family a life with direction, hope and purpose 
until he returns. 

jac k i e  t o m l i N s o N



When we look at events going 
back about 4000–5000 years 
ago there isn’t a lot of informa-

tion. In some ways it is remarkable that 
there is any available information at all. 
We can take the historical data for Egypt 
and in broad terms outline these events 
and see where the events of the Old Tes-
tament fit into the time sequence.

By around 3100 bc Egypt was emerg-
ing as a kingdom that stretched for 1000 
km. There followed  a long period of pros-
perity and political stability which lat-
er became known as the Old Kingdom. 
They were skilled in the arts, mathematics, 
astronomy, and architecture. They built 
ships to navigate the Nile and the Medi-
terranean Sea and they regularly traded 
with Nubia, Canaan, and Mesopotamia. 
They also practiced their own brand of 
pagan worship of a range of deities. The 
famous Great Pyramid was built in the 
time of Khufu around 2589–2566 bc.

To put this in perspective with the Bi-
ble events, most of the Old Testament pa-
triarchs before Noah would have passed 
away before the time of the Great Pyr-
amid. The flood is calculated at taking 
place around 2459 bc, at least a hundred 
years later. There seems to be no evidence 

of the flood affecting Egyptian society so 
that must have been a relatively localised 
event affecting a different part of the Mid-
dle East. There is evidence for a flood af-
fecting Mesopotamia, and there have also 
been suggestions that the flood took place 
in the region of the Black Sea. Egypt did 
start to see a gradual decline in the Old 
Kingdom from around that time. This de-
cline took place during the 5th and 8th 
dynasties (c.2498–2180 bc), followed by 
an unstable time when the rule of Egypt 
was divided between competing power 
bases. There was also an increase in pow-
er of regional rulers, known as nomarchs.

Mizraim
The Hebrew name for Egypt is the land 
of Mizraim. Mizraim was one of the sons 
of Ham and a grandson of Noah (Genesis 
10:6): “And the sons of Ham; Cush, and 
Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan.” Ugarit-
ic inscriptions (ancient writings discov-
ered in Syria) refer to Egypt as Msrm, in 
the Amarna tablets it is called Misri, and 
Assyrian and Babylonian records called 
Egypt Musur and Musri. The Arabic word 
for Egypt is Misr, and Egypt’s official name 
is Gumhuriyah Misr al-’Arabiyah (the Arab 
Republic of Egypt).

Egypt and the Bible
Part One: The early years
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According to Eusebius’ Chronicon, 
Manetho had suggested that the great 
age of antiquity in which the later Egyp-
tians boasted had actually preceded the 
flood and that they were really descended 
from Mizraim, who settled there anew. A 
similar story is related by medieval Islam-
ic historians stating that the pyramids, etc. 
had been built by the wicked races before 
the deluge, but that Noah’s descendant 
Mizraim (Masar or Mesr) was entrusted 
with reoccupying the region afterward.

There is no precise date for Mizraim’s 
birth or moving to Egypt, but he must 
have been born after the flood, so a very 
rough date would be around 2400 bc. In 
the case of Mizraim’s younger brother Ca-

A series in four parts, connecting the history and chronology of the land 

of Mizraim with the record of the Bible

TOP:  Nebhepetra Mentuhotep II in the time of Abram

BELOW:  The pyramids of Gizeh—the Great Pyramid to 

the rear, far right



As a child I went along to Sunday 
School, and then as a teenager I 
started to look around at differ-

ent churches. I couldn’t understand why 
they all believed different things if they all 
said they were following God and so I be-
came very confused about what I believed. 
Some days I didn’t even think there was 
a God. I became quite a hypocrite, going 
to church when it suited me and doing 
what  I wanted the rest of the time. How-
ever I didn’t enjoy being like this and one 
day I got down on my knees and asked 
God to lead me to the right church when 
I moved to Christchurch. Then I forgot 
about the prayer.

A short time later I met someone who 
talked to me about the Holy Spirit, and 
though I thought it was a bit strange I was 
amazed that he was so confident about 
what he believed. I knew that I had noth-
ing to lose so I decided to go along to a 
meeting to hear more. There I heard a 
talk which was based totally around the 
Bible. After talking about water baptism 
I decided that I had to give it a go. They 
told me that I would receive the Holy 
Spirit like they did in the Bible and that 
I would speak in tongues. I wanted to 
know whether God was real so I decid-
ed to put my trust in God—if there was 
one—and see what happened. I didn’t 
want to try and make anything up; I just 
wanted to know whether it was true. The 
next thing I remember is that I was sit-
ting there speaking fluently in another 
language. I couldn’t believe that such an 
amazing thing had happened.

My life then turned around dramati-
cally. I no longer wanted to drink alco-
hol and I had a joy and peace that I had 
never experienced before, and this is still 
with me 24 years later. When I prayed 
at home in this new language I felt as 
if I was getting through to God. All my 
prayers were being answered. Whenever 
I had a problem I knew that I could pray 
about it and that the Lord would sort it 
out. I was amazed that God could be so 
real when the stories in the Bible had al-
ways seemed like fairy tales. Now I see 
miracles such as those that happen in the 
life of my own family and friends.

I wanted to know
I couldn’t understand why they all believed different things
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I was amazed that God could be so real when the stories 
in the Bible had always seemed like fairy tales

What should we do?
Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of 

you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall 

receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  Acts 2:38

naan, references to the “land of Canaan” 
were being used by 2300 bc, as estab-
lished following the discovery of an ar-
chive of clay tablets at Ebla in northern 
Syria. It is conceivable that the descend-
ants of Mizraim grew large after two or 
three hundred years and became one of 
the competing factions eventually to take 
over after the period of instability.

Abram’s journey into Egypt
Abram travelled to Egypt, as described in 
Genesis 12:10: “And there was a famine in 
the land: and Abram went down into Egypt 
to sojourn there; for the famine was griev-
ous in the land.” Abram expected to find 
the kind of Pharaoh that would kill him 
and take his wife, but instead found some-
one of better character who treated him 
well. God had promised Abram “And I will 
bless them that bless thee, and curse him 
that curseth thee” (Genesis 12:3). The date 
for the journey would be around 2032 bc. 
This puts Abram in Egypt during the reign 
of Nebhepetra Mentuhotep II (2061–2010 
bc). Mentuhotep’s achievements were 
recognised by ancient Egyptians for many 
centuries afterwards particularly for his 
role in reuniting Egypt and as founder 
of the Middle Kingdom. “The increase in 
historical records and buildings, the evi-
dent prosperity of the land during the lat-
ter years of his reign, and the resurgence 
and development of all forms of art are 
particular indicators of his success in re-
storing peace” (Shaw). The capital at this 
time was in Thebes, which means Abram’s 
journey was a relatively long one. 

BELOW:  Part of a clay tablet from Ebla in Syria



Nehemiah 8:9-10  
And Nehemiah … and Ezra 
the priest the scribe, and the 
Levites that taught the peo-
ple, said unto all the peo-
ple, This day is holy unto 
the LORD your God; mourn 
not, nor weep . . . neither be 
ye sorry; for the joy of the 
LORD is your strength.

Proverbs 17:22  
A merry heart doeth good 
like a medicine: but a bro-
ken spirit drieth the bones.

Isaiah 61:10  
I will greatly rejoice in the 
LORD, my soul shall be joy-
ful in my God; for he hath 
clothed me with the gar-
ments of salvation, he hath 
covered me with the robe of 
righteousness . . . 

Habakkuk 3:17-18  
Although the fig tree shall 
not blossom, neither shall 
fruit be in the vines; the la-
bour of the olive shall fail, 
and the fields shall yield 
no meat; the flock shall be 
cut off from the fold, and 
there shall be no herd in the 
stalls: Yet I will rejoice in 
the LORD, I will joy in the 
God of my salvation.

Rejoice always

Auckland
Ellerslie Primary School
12 Kalmia Street
Hall Meetings:
 Sunday 3pm & 6pm
House meeting
 Wednesday 7.30pm

pastor wayne edwards
phone 09 277 2940

Bay of Plenty
20 Seddon Street
Te Puke
Hall Meetings:
 Sunday 3pm & 6pm
 Wednesday 7.30pm
House Meeting
 Friday 7.30pm

pastor alan butler
phone 07 573 5840

Christchurch
Chch. South Intermediate
204 Selwyn St, Sydenham
Hall Meetings:
 Sunday 10.30am & 1pm
House Meeting
 Wednesday 7.30pm

pastor mark wattchow
phone 03 388 0415

West Coast
Contact Christchurch

New Plymouth
Cnr Bayly & Breakwater Rds
Motoroa
Hall Meetings:
 Sunday 10.30am
 Wednesday 7.30pm

pastor bryan smith
phone 06 757 5792

Wellington
Johnsonville Community Ctr. 
Frankmoore Avenue
Johnsonville
Hall Meetings
 Sunday 10.30am
House Meeting
 Wednesday 7.00pm

pastor royden mayfield
phone 021 844338
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The joy of the Lord is your strength

BELOW:  The Bay of Plenty — where 

the wild things are!

Luke 6:22-23  
Blessed are ye, when men 
shall hate you, and when 
they shall separate you from 
their company, and shall re-
proach you, and cast out 
your name as evil, for the 
Son of man’s sake. Rejoice 
ye in that day, and leap for 
joy: for, behold, your reward 
is great in heaven: for in 
the like manner did their fa-
thers unto the prophets.

Luke 10:20  
Notwithstanding in this re-
joice not, that the spirits are 
subject unto you; but rather 
rejoice, because your names 
are written in heaven. 

Philippians 3:1  
Finally, my brethren, rejoice 
in the Lord …

Philippians 4:4  
Rejoice in the Lord alway: 
and again I say, Rejoice.

1 Thessalonians 5:16  
Rejoice evermore.

1 Peter 4:12-13  
Beloved, think it not strange 
concerning the fiery tri-
al which is to try you, as 
though some strange thing 

happened unto you: But re-
joice, inasmuch as ye are 
partakers of Christ’s suffer-
ings; that, when his glory 
shall be revealed, ye may be 
glad also with exceeding joy.

Romans 14:17-18  
For the kingdom of God is 
not meat and drink; but 
righteousness, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost. 
For he that in these things 
serveth Christ is accept-
able to God, and approved 
of men.

Galatians 5:22-23  
But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, longsuffer-
ing, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, Meekness, temper-
ance: against such there is 
no law.

Acts 16:25-26  
And at midnight Paul and 
Silas prayed, and sang prais-
es unto God: and the pris-
oners heard them. And sud-
denly there was a great 
earthquake, so that the 
foundations of the prison 
were shaken: and imme-
diately all the doors were 
opened, and every one’s 
bands were loosed.


