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L-R: Aurelien Boyer, microfinance housing development manager; Joyce Onyegbula, events and sponsorship 
manager; Vipul Agrawal, marketing director; Folashade Ambrose-Medebem, communications and public 
affairs director, and Ademola Ojolowo, head of corporate communications, all of Lafarge Africa Plc, at the 
BusinessDay Topmost Innovative Companies and Institutions Awards where Lafarge emerged the most 
innovative company in manufacturing

L-R: Henry Ajetunmobi, executive director, SIFAX Haulage; Opeyemi Agbaje, panel moderator/ CEO, 
RTC Advisory Services Ltd; Rotimi Amaechi, Minister of Transportation and  Dapo Adelegan, president 
and chairman of council, Nigeria-British Chamber of Commerce at the NBCC Advocacy Roundtable 
titled “The Role of Concessions in Fixing the Transportation Sector”, sponsored by SIFAX Group.
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L-R: Grace Omo-Lamai, human resources director, Nigerian Bottling Company Limited (NBC); Simon 
Selebo; George Polymenakos, MD, NBC; Covenant Adeyemo and Sade Morgan , legal, public affairs 
and communications director, NBC, during the activities to mark the ‘’Bring Your Child To Work Day’’ 
in Lagos.

L-R: Ivan Bekker, managing director, Hitech Construction Company; Ibrahim Adigun, Sole Administra-
tor, Ejigbo LCDA; Hon. Mrs Abimbola Oshikoya, Sole Administrator, Isolo LCDA; Wasiu Anifowoshe, 
Lagos-State,Commissioner for Physical Planning and Urban Development, and Ojo Samuel, chairman, 
Igando-Ikotun LCDA, at the Commissioning of Ijegun-Isheri Osun Enroute Isolo (Jakande Estate) Road 
in Alimosho Local Government Area in Lagos.Simon Lalong, governor Plateau (L) welcoming Vice President Yemi Osinbajo during the latter’s 

visit to Plateau.

L-R: Udeme Ufot, group managing director, SO&U Limited, with Julien Morales, vice president, global 
head of agencies business, Crystal Events, during the Courtesy Visit to Udeme Ufot who has been 
appointed Creative Juror and Speaker at the forthcoming African Cristal Festival Awards in Morocco.

L-R: Shakeer Oshodi, general secretary, Eko Club Lagos; Tunde Fanimokun, president of the club; 
Yakub Aromashodu, social secretary, and Olakunle Oshodi, internal auditor, during Eko Club 2017 
Budget presentation in Lagos.

L-R: Abiodun Famuyiwa, Group Head, Product & Marketing Support, FirstBank; Folashade Femi-Lawal, 
Head, Digital Banking, FirstBank; Emmanuel Daniel, Chairman, The Asian Banker; Adebimpe Ihekuna, 
Head, Banking Products, FirstBank; and Matt Dooley, Founder, Connected Thinking at the Asian Banker 
West Africa Country Awards 2017 where FirstBank was awarded the Best Retail Bank in Nigeria and 
the Best Digital Bank in Africa.
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T
h e  w o r ke r s  t h at  p ut  t o 
run Bukola Saraki ,  Sen-
a t e  p r e s i d e n t ;  Y a k u b u 
D o g a ra ,  s p e a ke r,  H o u s e 

o f  Re p r e s e n t at i v e s ,  a n d  C h r i s 
N g i g e ,  m i n i s t e r  o f  L ab o u r  a n d 
Pro ductivity,  over issues of  p o or 
t re at m e n t  b y  t h e  Fe d e ra l  G o v -
ernment c ould b e l ikene d to  the 
lunatic  that  s cattere d the s even 
s ons of  Sc eva,  a  Jew,  for  trying 
to  imitate  Paul  the Ap ostle  and 
to  claim they were of  Christ .

Some government officials had 
gathere d at  the Eagle  Square to 
app eal  to  over-traumatis e d and 
l o n g - s u ff e r i n g  w o r ke r s  a n d  t o 
s e r m o n i s e  o n  t h e  n e e d  t o  g i ve 
government more t ime to  me et 
its  agre ement with Lab our.

For the purp os e of  this  write-
up,  the workers  that  manifeste d 
last  Monday in  Abuja  c ould  b e 
l ikene d to  that  ‘ lunatic ’  that  at -
tacke d the s ons of  Sc eva.

Many of  the workers  can eas-
i ly and truly pass  off  as  psychi-
atric  patients in the actual  s ens e 
of  the word only that  they have 
n o t  t a ke n  a  b e d  i n  a n y  o f  t h e 
n at i o n’ s  p s y c h i at r i c  h o s p i t a l s . 
T h e s e  w o r ke r s  h ave  b e e n  p s y -
c h o l o g i c a l l y  w re c ke d  b y  ye a r s 

W
hile workers in many 
states  of  the fe dera-
tion took time out last 
M o n d a y  t o  p r o t e s t 

the non-payment of their salaries 
b y  t h e i r  e m p l o y e r s ,  t h e i r  c o u n -
terparts in Cross River State were 
w e a r i n g  c o n t o r t e d  f a c e s  s i m p l y 
b e caus e Governor Ben Ayade de-
cide d to pay their  May salary on 
April 30, a day to the Workers’ Day 
to enable them join their p e ers in 
high spirit  for the c elebration. The 
Cross River workers said that the 
governor broke the arrangement 

Buhari we know, Osinbajo we know, but who are thou?

The 3 wise men?

Bottomless pit

Different strokes for different folks

Sometime ago, someone described 
the security votes given to state 
governors by the Federal Gov-

ernment as ‘bottomless pit’. 
The individual was trying to paint 

a picture of the hugeness of the 
largesse. For many years, the true 
amount of money being released 
to governors as security votes has 
remained a matter of conjecture. 
Serving governors appear to be under 
some sort of oath never to disclose 
the amount. 

Over the years there has been in-
tense campaign and call for scrapping 
of security votes. 

These agitations have not struck 
the right chord. Peter Obi, a former 
governor of Anambra State, who has 
been marked by many Nigerians as a 
politician with conscience and who, 

Last Tuesday, three retired generals, all of 
them former heads of state of Nigeria, 
Olusegun Obasanjo, Ibrahim Babangida 

and Abdulsalami Abubakar, had a session in 
Minna, Niger State over what they termed “the 
state of the nation.”

It’s not the first time such meeting would 
hold; several of such have been held in the 
past, but the result, if any, was not felt. Many 
Nigerians do not see such meetings as being 
very serious, but ego trip. 

Some of the Nigerian past leaders have 
talked themselves into irrelevance. Their 
‘holier-than-thou” posturing, and the attitude 
of always brandishing themselves as the con-
science of the nation even though their sins 
of commission and omission while in office 
remain an open scandal. 

The foundation for the ills that are mani-
festing today in the polity was effectively laid 
when they were presiding over the country. 
So, when they now move about, claiming to be 
seeking solution to Nigeria’s problems people 
begin to ask, “Who are these?” 

by virtue of his sterling performance 
when he presided over his state for 
eight years, claimed that his security 
vote for a year was N12billion. 

He, like other governors, collected 
it, but the only difference is that while 
most of his colleagues built mansions 
and misapplied theirs, he put his to 
proper use in the state. Making case 
for the scrapping of security votes, 
Obi said: “Let me tell Nigerians, there 
is nothing in our Constitution called 
security votes. Anybody who tells 
you that is lying. It is a terminology 
that was formulated over the years, 
from one thing or the other. 

What we have is Contingency 
Fund.”

According to Obi, “I can say today 
that it is being abused, it has become 
our biggest source of waste. Security 
vote is not supposed to be more than 
two, three, maximum four percent 
of security votes. Today, it is 20, 30 
percent of expenditure”

But like everything Nigerian, gov-
ernment never touches those things 
that benefit the rich, but whenever 
the poor appears to be smiling on 
account of a policy, it is yanked off. 
Too bad!

In the estimation of many Nigerians, some 
of those leaders are not competent enough 
to provide solution to the nation’s numerous 
problems because in the eyes of many, we can 
locate the bleating sheep from their backyard. 

Some of them fouled the political and 
economic air in the past, so for them to turn 
round now to claim the “wise men” status and 
be pontificating on national issues amount to 
an insult to the right-thinking compatriots. 

Anyway, the three Generals can’t be truly 
regarded as “three wise men” because the wise 
men that went to see the birth place of Christ 
came from the East.

of  negle ct  and i l l - treatment by 
suc c essive ad ministrations. 

T h e s e  w o r ke r s  w o r k  l i ke  e l -
e p h a n t s  b ut  e at  l i ke  a n t s ;  t h e y 
have no de c ent ac c ommo dation 
in a c ountry where s ome govern-
ment officials  have unc ountable 
n u mb e r  o f  h o u s e s  w i t h i n  a n d 
outside the c ountry,  built  with 
s t o l e n  m o n e y  f r o m  t h e  f e d -
e ra l  p u r s e .  A n d  t h e s e  w o r ke r s 
have s everal  months  of  unpaid 
salaries  with government.  So,  i f 
they are terme d “ lunatic”,  there 
a r e  n o  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i ff e r e n c e s 
b e t w e e n  t h e m  a n d  t h e  l u n at i c 
o n  t h e  s t r e e t .  T h e s e  “ l u n at i c ” 
w o r ke r s  w e r e  a l s o  a w a r e  t h at 
in an ad ministration where the 
P re s i d e n t  h a s  s o  mu c h  c a s t  h i s 
shadow on every ministry that 
w h at e ve r  a  m i n i s t e r  s ay s  d o e s 
not  hold water as  p ower of  im-
plementation is  not  within such 
a  minister. 

T h e  “ l u n at i c ”  w o r ke r s  w e r e 
a l s o  a w a r e  t h at  m i n i s t e r s  c a n 
t a l k  s m o o t h l y  a n d  c a n  e v e n 
d e c e i ve  w i t h  t h e i r  e ve r  s u g a r -
c oate d l ips  and they are on their 
own as  such do es  not  have the 
signature of  the chief  o c cupant 
of  As o Vil la .  At  a  t ime when the 
relationship b etwe en the Exe cu-
tive and Legislature is  anything 
but  c ordial  and when the 2017 
Budget was still  doing s ome acro-
batics  at  the National  Ass embly, 
t h e  w o r ke r s  k n e w  t h at  w h at -
ever statement from Saraki  and 
Dogara would merely amount to 
fulfi l lment of  r ighte ousness . 

It  was against thes e backdrops 
that  the  workers  stopp e d their 
e a r s  f r o m  h e a r i n g  o f  l i e s  a n d 
s w e e t  o rat o r y.  T h e y  k n e w  i t ’ s 
o n l y  t h e  P r e s i d e n c y  t h a t  h a d 
t h e  a n s w e r  t o  t h e i r  r e q u e s t s 
a n d  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e i r  m a l a d y. 
So ,  they b egan to  throw chairs 
a n d  u p t u r n  t a b l e s ;  s c r e a m i n g 
on top of  their  voic es ,  ‘where is 
Mr.  President;  away with Saraki, 
a w a y  w i t h  D o g a r a  a n d  a w a y 
with Ngige.

reache d with them.
Protesting the early payment of 

May salary,  the state Chairman of 
the Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC), 
John Ushie, said: “We have advised 
the governor not to b e paying sala-
ries l ike this but he insiste d.  May 
b e,  i t  is  his  own way of  showing 
t h at  h e  c a re s  fo r  t h e  p e o p l e .  H e 
fe els he should make the life of the 
people better and he has expressed 
this  by paying a month salary in 
advanc e.

“ We b elieve that salaries should 
b e paid for work done but sinc e he 
has gone ahead to pay, we can only 
advis e workers to b e prudent.  He 
did the same thing last  year,  but 
we did not  exp e ct  he will  do the 

same thing again b e caus e he just 
finished paying April salaries. That 
is  the situation on ground.”

A civil servant, Blessing Asuquo, 
who also protested the early salary 
said:  “The payment came to o early 
in the day and does not create room 
for  planning.  For  instanc e ,  s ome 
of us b orrowe d money from banks 
and the banks take their money at 
onc e and it  affe cts  us  negatively 
towards the end of the month and 
this do es not really augur well  for 
us.”

 This development in Cross River 
clearly shows that another man’s 
fo o d c ould b e another’s  p ois on.  It 
is  difficult  to satisfy man.
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Vibrations, horse-trading, 
intrigues ahead 2019

A
head of the next round 
of general elections 
slated for 2019 in Ni-
geria, vibrations are 
already b eing felt 

across the country, both at state 
and federal levels.

Some politicians have begun to 
jump ship. Those who felt they were 
being pushed into irrelevance or 
political exile by virtue of the cur-
rent status of their parties are mov-
ing into other political associations 
where they think they would get 
their grooves back.

For instanc e,  when re c ent-
ly Florence Ita-Giwa, a former 
presidential liaison officer to the 
National Assembly, dumped the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) 
for the All Progressives Congress 
(APC), she was quoted as saying, “I 
have been idle in the PDP for over 
one year now; it is time for me to 
move on politically with my huge 
Bakassi supporters. Besides, nearly 
all my contemporaries are in the 
APC. So, it is time for me to join 
them and work for the progress of 
the party at the state and national 
levels.”

In some states, however, resis-
tance is being mounted against 
some politicians who allegedly may 
be nursing the ambition to join the 
ruling party by some others who 
consider themselves as landlords.

Last week, against some specula-
tions that the immediate past gover-
nor of Abia State and now a senator 
of the Federal Republic, Theodore 
Orji, may be nursing ambition to 
cross over to the APC, he bluntly 
repudiated the report, saying it was 
the figment of the imagination of 
those who authored the satanic 
verse.

According to Orji, “I have never 
contemplated leaving the People’s 
Democratic Party. At no time did I 
discuss with anybody and no time 
did I mention such to any individual 
or group because it is not in the pipe-
line and will never be there.

“Why would I want to leave 
my party, the People’s Democratic 
Party? Whatever that is happening 
in my party is part of the develop-
mental process of our great country. 
We all cannot and should not be in 
one political party. That is not how 
to develop democracy.

“Those spreading the rumours 
that I have concluded plans to join 
the APC or any other political party 
are just being mischievous or eco-
nomical with the truth. I remain a 
member of the People’s Democratic 
Party and have no intention to jet-
tison my relationship with the party, 

not now, not tomorrow. I love my 
party.”

Pundits say that these are signs of 
the epic battle ahead of 2019, when 
politicians would employ all manner 
of subterfuge to de-market others in 
order to achieve electoral victory, 
either for themselves, their cronies 
or their parties.

Indeed, whenever a train ap-
proaches, there’s always a vibration 
– the earth shakes to announce the 
arrival of such heavy machine. By 
the same token, the approaching 
general election has begun to move 
the Nigerian political soil. The an-
nouncement of the timetable by 
the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) two years ahead 
of the time may have troubled the 
political waters and politicians are 
taking serious plunge.

Although there are clear two 
years in the life of the present gov-
ernment, political office holders, 
particularly those nursing ambition 
for some other offices, have begun to 
dream dreams. In some cases, they 
have even abandoned their pres-
ent assignment, focusing rather on 
how to win in 2019. The signs are 
everywhere.    

Lamido’s ordeal
Sule Lamido, a former governor 

of Jigawa State, who was arrested 
in Kano and clamped into deten-
tion, was alleged to have incited his 
loyalists to cause havoc in his state. 
Lamido was arrested at his residence 
in Kano following a petition said 
to have been written by his state 
government on his instruction to 
his numerous followers to resist, at 
all costs, any rigging in the forth-

coming council election in Jigawa.
But Lamido’s sympathizers said 

they saw what looked like a “Ja-
cob’s voice but Esau’s hand” in the 
arrest and detention of the former 
governor.

Lamido has since trumpeted his 
presidential ambition in 2019, which 
he said he must prosecute on the PDP 
platform. Recall that he was among 
the governors that staged a walkout 
from a convention called by the 
then national chairman of the PDP, 
Bamanga Tukur. They had alleged 
that the then President Goodluck 
Jonathan single-handedly foisted 
Tukur on them, so they not only 
withdrew their financial support to 
the party, they decided to pull out. 
He, however, went back to the party 
alongside Babangida Aliyu, then 
governor of Niger State.

Before the 2015 general election, 
Lamido had also nursed presidential 
ambition, effectively riding under 
the robust support of former Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo. Lamido 
has had it rough since the coming 
into office of the APC government. 
Recall also that one of his sons was 
arraigned over money laundering 
charges. Some critics had also said 
at that time that the young man’s 
ordeal was targeted at the older 
Lamido.

While he was arrested last week 
and detained, the PDP screamed foul, 
and Governor Ayo Fayose of Ekiti 
State kicked, accusing the Federal 
Government of persecution. The im-
port of the arrest also was not lost on 
Lamido himself who told the world 
that he was simply being persecuted. 
A columnist simply crafted a head-

line, ‘The Fear of Sule Lamido’.
The arrest and arraignment of 

Aliyu
The immediate past governor of 

Niger State, Muazu Babangida Aliyu, 
was recently picked by the Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes Com-
mission (EFCC) and arraigned before 
a Minna High Court on a six-count 
charge. The former governor had 
95-count charge earlier slammed 
against him before it was reduced to 
six by the EFCC. The charges include 
dishonestly converting to personal 
use money belonging to Niger State 
government amounting to about 
N5 billion. The former governor has 
since been granted bail, but his sup-
porters alleged that it was politically 
motivated.

Aliyu, BDSUNDAY gathered, is 
not vying for the gubernatorial posi-
tion again, but his association with 
certain politicians with huge ambi-
tion may have brought his equally 
huge frame to the EFCC radar.

Ganduje Vs Kwankwaso
There is a battle of wits in Kano 

State between the current Gover-
nor Umar Abdullahi Ganduje and 
former Governor Rabiu Kwankwaso 
over who controls the state. Ganduje 
was Kwankwaso’s deputy, but since 
the later left office, their relationship 
can best be likened to that of cat and 
mouse. Although both politicians 
control huge followership in the 
state, the struggle over who wins the 
state in 2019 is putting serious pres-
sure on the governance of the state. 
While Kwankwaso has vowed to 
unseat Ganduje in the next election, 
the governor believes his modest 
achievements in office would pur-
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ZEBULON AGOMUO

Atiku Abubakar’ Bola Ahmed Tinubu
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Buhari.”
Tinubu, who felt that the story 

was capable of straining his rela-
tionship with President Muham-
madu Buhari, caused a statement 
to be issued, stating that those “who 
wrote this fantasy piece seek to 
place Asiwaju Tinubu at odds with 
President Buhari. Writing such a 
baseless report is a very foul and 
wrong thing to do.” 

Despite the rebuttal, analysts 
believe that there is actually no 
need to deny nursing an ambition 
which is normal in the game of 
politics. Some mischief-makers 
strongly believe that the Jagaban 
may have allowed the story to run 
just to test the waters, whatever 
that means.

But come to think of it, Tinubu 
said, and sincerely too, that he would 
not run against Buhari, meaning 
that there would be no problem, pro-
vided he does not “contest against 
the President”.

Rivers remains a battleground
Rivers State is very important to 

the economy of Nigeria. This truth 
is not lost on government at the cen-
tre. Since the loss of the state to the 
opposition following the exit from 
office of Chibuike Amaechi, former 
governor, the APC has tried but in 
vain to “recapture” the state. In 2019, 
the state promises to be explosive 
as usual. Governor Nyesom Wike 
has continued to allege all manner 
of tactics being employed by the 
Federal Government to take over 
the state. Last week, the governor 
screamed that there were plans to 
plant incriminating objects in his 
apartment somewhere in Abuja. 
That was not the first time similar 
allegations were made by him. Recall 
also that he had told the world that 
his security details were withdrawn 
to make him vulnerable to attack. 
More of these vibrations are ex-
pected from the state as we approach 

the election year.
Assassination attempts on Melaye
When Dino Melaye, senator rep-

resenting Kogi West, screamed that 
attempts were being made on his life, 
some Nigerians gave him a mischie-
vous look. He was not taken serious-
ly initially until the television news 
showed bullet marks on the wall of 
his house. The police headquarters 
in Abuja recently paraded some of 
those alleged to have carried out the 
attack, including fellow politicians in 
his native state, Kogi.

Atiku’s increasing itineraries
The increasing visibility of Atiku 

Abubakar, a former vice presi-
dent and chieftain of the APC, has 
aroused curiosity in some quarters. 
Although the politician cum busi-
nessman has not told anyone any-
thing about any ambition in 2019, 
permutation is that the Adamawa-
born former vice president may be 
up to something.

Although a loyal party man, he 

is also restless. Someone said that 
like Asiwaju Tinubu, Atiku would 
not be interested in running against 
President Buhari, but he may run 
without him. It therefore means that 
in the event that Buhari does not 
run, Atiku would.

Atiku is everywhere across the 
country and beyond, preaching the 
good message of restructuring and 
need for the unity of Nigeria. He 
goes to schools to preach, he moves 
to wedding ceremonies, he dashes 
to funeral venues to sympathise and 
empathise, and he pays courtesy vis-
its very plenty. These, observers say, 
may not be for the sake of it.  

The hide and seek over Buhari’s 
health

Observers say that it is not for 
naught that some cabal, who Aisha, 
the president’s wife, spoke about 
some time ago, are hiding from Ni-
gerians the true story on Buhari’s 
health.

Although the President has been 

sick for a long time now and has been 
absent from major state functions, 
some supporters of his are still calling 
for his re-election. It goes to support 
some thinking in some quarters that 
the reason for the secrecy surround-
ing the president’s health could be 
located in the struggle for 2019.

Isiaka Adeleke’s death and ru-
mour-mongers

Penultimate week, a serving 
senator and first civilian governor of 
Osun State, Isiaka Adeleke, suddenly 
died and his supporters went wild, 
alleging that the politician must 
have been killed by certain elements 
that did not want him to participate 
in the gubernatorial election com-
ing up in the state next year. Some 
political thugs made a capital out 
of the development by unleashing 
mayhem on perceived enemies of 
their late benefactor.

Although Adeleke was a serv-
ing senator, he may also have had 
some plans for 2019, either to spon-
sor some loyalists to vie for certain 
positions at the federal level or to 
support the APC government at the 
centre to stage a comeback.

El-Rufai vs Shehu Sani
Analysts say the faceoff between 

Governor Nasir El-Rufai of Kaduna 
State and Shehu Sani, a senator rep-
resenting Kaduna Central, may not 
be unconnected with the coming 
election in 2019.

Senator Sani has continued to crit-
icise the style of governance being 
adopted by the governor. Sometime 
ago, Sani was quoted as saying that 
he may run against Governor El-
Rufai in 2019. He once alleged that 
the governor was elected into office 
due to his allegiance to President 
Muhammadu Buhari.

It would be recalled that Sani was 
sometime ago suspended by the state 
chapter of his party, a development 
some observers said must have been 
instigated by the governor.
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Nigeria loses an average of 11 percent of its 
primary forest annually - US Ambassador

T
he Indepen-
dent Nation-
al Electoral 
Commission 
( I N E C )  i n 

Akwa Ibom State says 
it has in its possession 
21,651 unclaimed Per-
manent Voters Cards 
(PVCs) from the last vot-
er registration exercise.  

Owhor Nathan, ad-
ministrative secretary 
of the commission in 
the state who made this 
known during a stake-
holders meeting on the 
commencement of the 
Continuous Voter Reg-
istration (CVR), urged 
those who had partici-
pated in the last exer-
cise to visit INEC offices 
across the state to collect 
their PVCs.

While urging voters 

who could not register 
in the last exercise as 
well as those who had 
recently turned 18 to 
take advantage of the 
CVR, Nathan said others 
eligible to participate in 
the process to include; 
voters who have Tempo-
rary Voters Card (TVC) 
and those seeking for 
transfer of registration 
due to relocation.

“For citizens to be 
eligible for fresh reg-
istration, they must 
reside, work in or origi-
nate from the registra-
tion area covered by 
the registration area 
centre they intend to 
register in. They must 
not be subjected to le-
gal incapacity to vote 
under any law, rules 
or regulations in force 
in Nigeria. They must 
present themselves to 
the CVR officers for 
registration and b e 

able to provide proof 
of Identity, age and na-
tionality if requested,” 
he said.

The National Com-
missioner supervising 
the South-South zone, 
M o h a m m e d  Le c k y 
told voters to come out 
themselves to partici-

ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

pate in the exercise as 
no registration would 
be allowed on proxy. 
He also warned against 
multiple registrations, 
saying that anyone 
caught doing so would 
be made to face the law.

Lecky, who was rep-
resented by the admin-

istrative secretary, Na-
than, explained that a 
team of four registration 
area officers and a dis-
tribution officer would 
be mobilised at the 31 
Local Government Area 
offices in the state, a 
measure he said, would 
facilitate the successful 
conduct of the exercise.

“The team will have 
two Direct Data Captur-
ing Machines (DDCMs), 
one for data capture and 
the other will be used as 
back-up. A laptop will 
also be provided to host 
the current National 
Register of Voters in a 
searchable PDF format.

“The preliminary 
Register of Voters will 
be displayed for the 
public scrutiny at the 
registration centres at 
the end of every quarter 
before the printing of 
the PVCs commenced,” 
he explained.

Akwa Ibom has 21,651 
unclaimed PVCs, says INEC

A
bout 460 tem-
porary work-
ers with the Mi-
chael Okpara 

University of Agriculture, 
Umudike in Abia State are 
at the verge of losing their 
jobs following directive by 
the University authority 
ordering them to re-apply 
for renewal of their ap-
pointments.

This directive con-
tained in a circular dated 
April 28, 2017, and signed 
by the University’s Reg-
istrar, Azubuike Nwao-
kacha, BDSUNDAY gath-
ered, has sent jitters down 
the spines of the affected 
temporal workers.

The circular read 
in part: “Following the 
resolution at the family 
meeting held on April 27, 
2017, all staff on tempo-
rary appointments and 
whose appointments 
had elapsed are hereby 
requested to apply for 
renewal of temporary 
appointment.

“The application should 
be addressed to the regis-
trar through the HoD 
and Dean. The supervis-
ing officers should give 
cogent reasons why the 
applicant’s temporary 
appointment should be 
renewed”.

The circular had also 
directed the applicants 
to include photocopies of 
their letters of appoint-
ment and curriculum vi-
tae, adding that the receipt 
of application closes one 
week from May 4, 2017.

A source close to the 
university management 
who spoke to the BDSUN-
DAY on condition of ano-
nymity alleged that some 
bigwigs in the University 
who had fallen out of fa-
vour with former vice 
chancellor of the Univer-
sity, Hillary Edeoga, were 
those responsible for the 
current directive.

The source further al-
leged that the cabal had 
not hidden their plan 
to get the current Vice 
Chancellor, Francis Otun-
ta, sack some workers 
employed toward the end 
of former VC’s tenure 
to enable them replace 
such workers with their 
friends and relations.

Recall that Otunta, dur-
ing his maiden interac-
tion with journalists few 
months ago, said he would 
not sack any staff of the 
University employed be-
fore his appointment as 
vice chancellor, adding 
that he would not remove 
food from anyone’s table.

460 staff 
of MOUAU 
at verge of 
losing jobs
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T
he United States 
o f  A m e r i c a 
(USA) Ambassa-
dor to Nigeria, 

Staut Symington, has 
said that Nigeria loses an 
average of 11 percent of 
its primary forest annu-
ally due to illicit logging, 
uncontrolled fire, and 
unsustainable collection 
of firewood.

Symington, who is 
a former Ambassa-
dor to Ruwanda until 
November 2016, dis-
closed this in Calabar, 
the Cross River State 
capital during a tour 
of Drill Ranch to com-
memorate the 47th 
Annual Earth Day.

He said Nigeria has 
over 9.6 million hect-
ares of forest, hinting 
that Cross River Nation-
al Park represents two 
thirds of Nigeria’s sur-
viving tropical rain for-
est. He further disclosed 
that the United Nation 
has identified Cross Riv-
er National Park as one 
of the World’s 25 biodi-
versity hot spots.

He urged Nigerians 
to henceforth see each 
visitor to Nigeria as eco-
nomic opportunity to 
explore for the good of 

the nation’s national 
conservative potentials.

“I came to see these 
wonderful creatures 
that are found only in 
Nigeria” by the natural 
ecological potentials Ni-

geria possess, yet aban-
doned for oil deposit.

The “environmental 
and climate literacy” was 
observed recently as the 
new administration en-
vironmental and climate 

change policy.
The ambassador’s at-

tendance of the world 
earth day in Calabar 
was part of recogni-
tion that Cross River’s 
National Park is rec-

ognised by the UN as 
one of the world’s 25th 
biodiversity hotpots 
representing two thirds 
of Nigeria’s surviving 
tropical rain forest from 
over 9.6 million hect-
ares of forest.

He reiterated the im-
portance of human be-
ings co-existing with 
their environment and 
the need for school chil-
dren to be made to iden-
tify the unique poten-
tials Nigeria has as part 
of efforts to protect the 
proceeds that mother 
earth offers.

Also speaking, Di-
rector of Technical Pro-
gramme of Nigerian 
Conservation Founda-
tion, Joseph Onoja reiter-
ated the importance of 
Nigerians being proud 
of their national heritage 
while they see the need 
to preserve it.

Onoja urged Nige-
rians to come together 
and create awareness 
on the rich resources the 
country’s environment 
provides for them.

Co-founder and direc-
tor of the Drill Ranch 
in Calabar, Liza Gadsby 
urged Nigerians to stop 
being envious of de-
veloped countries like 
America and focus on 
the rich deposit the earth 
has provided for them.

US Ambassador to Nigeria and Onari Duke, wife of a former governor of Cross River State, Donald Duke, at 
the event.

MIKE ABANG, Calabar
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Abia govt promises to clear arrears of salaries 
with 2nd tranche of Paris Club refund

G
o v e r n o r 
Okezie Ik-
p e a z u  o f 
Abia State 
has assured 

workers in the state that 
the 2nd tranche of Paris 
Club refund to the state 
would be channeled to 
salaries, pensions and 
gratuities.

Ikpeazu gave the as-
surance at Ibeku High 
School Umuahia, dur-
ing the celebration of 
the Workers Day in the 
state recently.

He noted that what-
ever achievements his 
administration might 
have recorded in the 
past two years could 

not have been possible 
without God and Abia 
workers.

“The road is far and 
we are yet to reach the 
place where we are sup-
posed to be but I look 
forward to a day when 
Abia workers will earn 
their salaries before the 
24th of every month. I 
look forward to a day 
when pensioners will 
receive their pensions 
and gratuities as and 
when due,” said Ikpeazu.

The governor dis-
closed that following the 
fall of oil prices in the in-
ternational market and 
current recession in the 
country, allocation from 
Federation Accounts to 
states had reduced dras-
tically thereby making 
it difficult for states to 

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia
enue (IGR) of the state to 
cushion the excruciating 
effects of the current 
recession.

Uchenna Obigwe, 
the Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC) state 
chairman, earlier in 
his address appealed 
to Ikpeazu to use the 
next tranche of the 
Paris Club refund to 
clear salaries arrears of 
workers, pensions and 
gratuities of pensioners, 
adding that the sum-
mary of indebtedness 
in the area of pension 
and gratuity was be-
tween 13 to 18 months 
in the state.

Obigwe, on behalf 
of the Abia workforce, 
thanked Governor Ik-
peazu for giving ac-
cent to the Abia State 

Contributory Pension 
Scheme which accord-
ing to him was in the 
right direction in putting 
to an end the suffering of 
pensioners in the state.

Christopher Okpa-
ra, chairman of Trade 
Union Congress in his 
own speech during the 
occasion also spoke on 
arrears of salaries, pen-
sions, and promotion ar-
rears owed his members.

Okpara appealed to 
the governor for the re-
lease of their monthly 
funds to commissioners, 
permanent secretaries 
and Heads of Govern-
ment Agencies who 
have no windows, add-
ing that such category of 
MDAs were facing seri-
ous financial challenges 
in running their offices.

Okezie Ikpeazu

‘Success of Nigeria’s democracy 
hinges on free press’

T
he success of 
Nigeria’s democ-
racy and the en-
tire democratic 

process has been hinged 
on free press as media 
professionals, scholars 
and students converged 
on Lagos Television 
(LTV) to commemorate 
this year’s World Press 
Freedom Day with the 
theme ‘Critical Minds 
for Critical Times: Me-
dia’s Role in Advancing 
Peaceful, Just, and Inclu-
sive Societies’ on May 3, 
in Lagos.

Funke Egbemode, 
chairman Nigeria Guild 
of Editors (NGE) and MD/
CEO New Telegraph, in 
her opening remarks, 
said press freedom and 
economic reform must 
begin to take its right 
of place in the Nigerian 
media in order for the 
country to succeed.

Funke however, is of 
the opinion that there is 
a massive infringement 
on the media in Nigeria. 
“The easiest way to stiff-
en the press is to make 
revenue generation dif-
ficult,” in an era of media 
commercialisation.

According to Egbe-
mode, the Nigeria media 
is a partner other estab-
lishments and organisa-
tions cannot do with-
out. “The media speaks 
out for others, but who 
speaks for the media?” 
she asked.

John Bray, United 
States of America Con-
sul General in Lagos, 
in his address to com-
memorate 2017 World 
Press Freedom Day said, 
in a democracy the press 
has the duty to hold gov-
ernment accountable as 
the voice of the forgot-
ten. The United States 
strongly supports free-
dom of the press, he said.

According to Bray, a 
former U.S. President, 
Barack Obama, on May 
17, 2010 signed the Free-
dom of the Press Act, 
named after Wall Street 
reporter Daniel Pearl 
who was kidnapped and 
murdered by terrorists 
in Pakistan, four months 
after the September 11 

attacks in the United 
States.

“We believe that an 
unfettered press is es-
sential for democracy to 
thrive. The United States 
passed the Freedom of 
Information Act in July 
1966, which went into 
effect the following year.  
Since then, there have 
been numerous amend-
ments to strengthen the 
law”.

According to him, 
“The Unite d States 
however, understands 
that with more freedom 
comes more responsibil-
ity. Advances in tech-
nology and increased 
reliance on social media 
platforms as sources of 
information make the 

Funke Egbemode

Abia House wants NERC to 
investigate activities of EEDC

T
he Abia State 
Hous e of As-
sembly has said 
that it would 

mount pressure on the 
Enugu Electricity Distri-
bution Company (EEDC), 
the National Electricity 
Regulatory Commission 
(NERC) to investigate 
whether the company 
is playing by the rules, 
adding that the House 
would urge the commis-
sion to revoke its license 
since it is not performing 
well.

The speaker, Chik-
wendu Kalu, made this 
known in Umuahia when 
he hosted members of 
Aba Landlords Protec-
tion and Development 
Association (APADA), 
who petitioned the House 
against the operations 
of EEDC in Aba and its 
environs.

Earlier in his speech, 
Alphonsus Udeigb o, 
leader of the 19-man 
delegation of Aba Land-
lords, led by their presi-
dent general, had told 
the speaker that the 
spirit of industry for 
which Aba was known 
was gradually being de-
stroyed by EEDC.

They said that a lot of 
industries were leaving 
Aba for better environ-
ment due to the esti-
mated billing system of 
EEDC, which they apply 
without adequate power 
supply.

He alleged that the 
company issued residents 
of the city and its environs 
with crazy bills, force con-
sumers to repair damaged 
transformers, enslave Aba 
residents with “estimated 
and spurious bills”, use 
security personnel, in-
cluding Army, Police and 
members of Nigeria Civil 
Defense Corps “to com-
pel residents to pay for 
blackout”.  

He further alleged that 
the company uses force, 
high-handedness and in-
timidation to defraud Aba 
residents of their hard 
earned money, while re-
fusing to install prepaid 
meters which they are 
demanding for among 
others. 

Responding, Kalu said 
that there was no de-
nial of the fact that EEDC 
had failed Nigerians in 
general and Abians in 
particular, and that there 
was the need for the 
company to address the 
matter as one cannot 
underrate the impor-
tance of power as an 
industrialist. 

He said: “The nation is 
where it is today without 
reasonable degree of sta-
bility in production due to 
the power problem. 

The issue of EEDC is 
about change in name and 
no change in operations. 
I have paused all these 
while to consider the ra-
tionale behind the change 
of name from NEPA, to 
Power Holding Company 
and eventually to EEDC. 

SEyi JOHN SAlAU accuracy and objectiv-
ity of your reporting 
crucial.”

However, he urged 
journalists to double-
check their facts before 
writing their story. This 
he believes increases 
the personal credibil-
ity and reliability of the 
journalist’s platform. “Be 
thorough in your re-
search and strive to look 
for every side of a story 
before you hit “send”,” he 
concludes.

Tomi Oluyomi-Lords, 
Media Law and Ethics 
lecturer at Nigeria Insti-
tute of Journalism (NIJ) 
in his presentation said 
the failure of the press in 
Nigeria could be traced 
to the 1999 constitution, 
which fused the right of 
the media as the fourth 
estate of the realm with 
that of every other citi-
zen to gather informa-
tion.

According to him, the 
press in Nigeria can only 
talk of true press free-
dom when the rights of 
the media is clearly spelt 
out by the constitution 
from which it derives its 
power to operate.

Oluyomi-Lords said, 
while chapter two of 
the 1999 constitution 
place the responsibility 
to hold the government 
responsible on behalf of 
the people on the media, 
section 6 of same consti-
tution limits the media 
by saying it cannot take 
the government to court 
on same issue.

cope.
He however, hinted 

that steps had been tak-

en by his Administration 
to shore up the Inter-
nally Generated Rev-

…Urges it to revoke license

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia
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A 
c h i e f t a i n 
of the All 
Progressive 
C o n g r e s s 
(APC) Cross 

River State Chapter, 
Mike Agbe, has said that 
the party is not against 
the entry of Governor 
Ben Ayade into the par-

ty if he so desires, since 
it is the constitutional 
rights of the governor 
to belong to any political 
party of his choice.

“Anybody includ-
ing the governor has 
the right and freedom 
of association as guar-
anteed in the consti-
tution of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria, so 
we are receiving him 

into APC not because 
he has done well in the 
last two years but be-
cause it is his right to 
freedom of association,” 
Agbe said.

Agbe, who is former 
deputy state chairman 
of CPC before the merger 
of APC and a member 
of the state working 
committee of the party, 
disclosed this in Cala-
bar during an exclusive 
interview with BDSUN-
DAY. He said even if 
the governor becomes 
a member of the party, 
he has to fight for the 
party’s ticket as every 
other member of the 
party by facing the party 
primaries.

Agbe, who is also the 
state treasurer of APC,  
applauded the admin-
istrative ingenuity of 
the state  chairman of 
the party John Ochala, 
saying within a year 
and half in office, he has 
demonstrated enough 
capacity to reconcile all 
aggrieved party mem-
bers both old and new 
members .

According to him, 
Ochala has made Cross 
River APC one of the 
best in the country 
within a short period 
of time and needed to 
be supported to con-
tinue the good work he 
has started. He said the 
successful conduct of 
the party primaries for 
the local government 

elections in the state is 
a pointer that the party 
is now more united and 
focus to win the June 17 
polls ahead of the ruling 
party in the state that are 
yet to conduct its prima-
ries. He calls on members 
to close ranks and work 
towards the success of 
the local government 
elections.

“The success of the 
primaries is an indica-
tion that we are ready. It 
is time for every mem-
ber of our party to come 
together for the overall 
interest of our party. 
As we wait for the elec-
tion. Our arms are open 
for both new and old 
members, including de-
fectors”          

‘Ayade is free to join APC as constitution 
guarantees him freedom of association’

Chinese investor of $1.5bn in 
shoe factory visits Abia

F
o l l o w i n g  t h e 
visit of Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu’s 
and his return 

barely two weeks from 
China with the news 
of a Chinese investor 
who has indicated inter-
est to establish $1.5bil-
lion factory in Aba, the 
management of Huajian 
Shoe Factory Guang-
dong China has come to 
Abia and visited the site 
to ascertain the level of 
preparedness of the state 
to host the planned mas-
sive investment.

The Chairman of the 
Company, Zhang Hua-
rong, said the essence of 
the visit was to seal the 
deal which started dur-
ing the governor’s visit 
to his shoe factory in 
China and to express his 
willingness and readi-
ness to partner Abia 
State to quickly deliver 
on the deal.

He described Abia as 
a beautiful and serene 
environment where 
business could thrive.

According to Hua-
rong, “China has enjoyed 
a robust relationship 
with Nigeria and having 
a factory in Abia would 

build on the relationship 
as well as help acceler-
ate the industrialisation 
drive of the governor”.

Huarong said it was 
his desire to not only be 
part of the technological 
development of Abia 
State in particular and 
Nigeria in general but to 
also share in its mining 
industry and commerce.

The Chinese investor, 
who described Nigeria 
as an open market, ex-
plained that the planned 
investment would proj-
ect Abia State to the 
world, adding that Ni-
geria would be a major 
trade centre in the next 
20 years as he could see a 
good future for the com-
pany in the state.

Governor Ikpeazu, 
who hosted the visit-
ing team at a Chinese-
owned Steel factory 
in Ukwa West area of 
Abia State, was elated 
at the visit and thanked 
the host factory, Inner 
Galaxy, which deals on 
recycling of metals for 
other products including 
roofing sheets and iron, 
metal car parts fabrica-
tion, among other things.

He said he chose the 
venue to show the Chi-
nese team that some of 
their brother investors 

were already on ground 
in Abia and expressed 
delight at the level of 
infrastructure in the 
company while also ap-
plauding the employ-
ment of many Abians in 
the factory.

“With what Inner 
Galaxy is already doing 
in steel fabrics and man-
ufacturing, it is obvious 
that Chinese investors 
are already at home with 
Abia State in terms of 
huge investments.

The coming of Zhang 
Huarong and his team 
will boast the Aba leath-
er and garment industry. 
We welcome them with 
our heart to come and 
invest and make in Aba. 
We also encourage our 
people to see their com-
ing as health competi-
tion. I have no doubt that 
our people in Aba will 
take advantage of their 
coming and competition 
will provide opportu-
nity to improve on what 
we are already doing. 
Our target is to conquer 
African in leather and 
garment market. I am 
happy that the Chinese 
investors are responding 
to our request for them 
to come and invest in 
our state and make their 
products in Aba.”

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

MIKE ABANG, Calabar

Richard Quest (m), CNN International reporter and anchor, Quest Means Business; Chuks Oluigbo (4th l), 
assistant editor, BDSUNDAY, and a cross-section of Nigerian business editors at a Media Roundtable with 
Richard Quest held at InterContinental Hotel in Lagos, recently.

Senseless killings: Disarm Fulani herdsmen 
urgently, Delta commissioner urges FG

D
elta State Com-
missioner for 
Information, 
Patrick Ukah, 

has called on the Fed-
eral Government and 
the Inspector-General of 
Police, Idris Abubakar, to 
take urgent and proactive 
steps in disarming Fulani 
herdsmen in the state 
and elsewhere so as to 
prevent total breakdown 
of law and order in the 
country.

Ukah, in an interview 
in Asaba, lamented the 
youth uprising that led 
to the act of vandalism 
on the palace of a royal 
father and other proper-
ties in Abraka communi-
ties, adding that the Fed-
eral Government and the 
law enforcement agents 
are not doing enough to 
stop the broad daylight 

slaughtering of innocent 
farmers across the state.

He said that “the state 
government would con-
tinue to prevail on the 
Federal Government to 
do something very ur-
gent because the situa-
tion is taking a different 
dimension.”

 According to Ukah, 
“The state government 
will not encourage our 
people and the youth to 
take laws into their hands 
but it is obvious that the 
police and APC Federal 
Government have shown 
sufficient lukewarm at-
titude towards the arrest 
and prosecution of the 
Fulani herdsmen who 
are regularly killing our 
men, raping women and 
defiling young girls in 
their farmlands after 
feeding their cattle with 
cassava, yams and other 
cash crops. This develop-
ment is ridiculous and the 

state government is wor-
ried and concerned about 
the plight of our people 
and families affected by 
the criminal activities of 
Fulani herdsmen”.

He further stated that 
the State House of Assem-
bly is currently work-
ing on a bill in respect of 
the criminal activities of 
Fulani herdsmen in the 
state, assuring that by the 
time the bill is passed, the 
Governor of Delta State, 
Ifeanyi Okowa, would 
not hesitate to sign it into 
law.

The Commissioner 
disclosed that the state 
government would con-
tinue to appeal to the 
people not to take laws 
into their hands, but the 
security agents and the 
Buhari administration 
must realise that they are 
foot-dragging in this mat-
ter which is why some 
persons are now left with 
the option of reprisals 
resulting in the wanton 
destruction of properties 
as a way of venting their 
anger.

It would be recalled 
that not too long ago, a 
staff of the Delta State 
University was mur-
dered in cold blood by the 
Fulani herdsmen after 
they fed their cattle with 
the deceased cash crops 
in his farmland.

MErCy ENOCh, Asaba

Ben Ayade

Fulani herdsmen
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R
ivers State 
G o v e r n o r , 
N y e s o m 
Wike, has ex-
plained that 

his administration was 
investing in federal ju-
diciary infrastructure 
because the Federal Gov-
ernment has abandoned 
its responsibilities to the 
Rivers people.  The gov-
ernor, few months ago 
came out at night to stop 
the attempt by the secret 
police to search the home 
of a federal judge and to 
arrest him.

Speaking during a 
courtesy visit by the Na-
tional Association of Riv-
ers State Students from 
the Nigerian Law School 
at  the Government 
House, Port Harcourt, 
Wike said that his admin-
istration was compelled 
to make necessary invest-
ments in courts under 
the Federal Government 
because they were left to 
rot. Wike was a federal 
minister and defended 
the Federal Government 
heavily against accusa-
tions of neglect of Rivers 
State.

Governor Wike said: 
“After Lagos State, the 
next state with the high-
est number of litigations 
is Rivers State. Yet the 
Federal High Court in 

Port Harcourt was dilapi-
dated, the National In-
dustrial Court was non-
existent and the Court 
of Appeal has been in a 
sorry state. 

“To ensure that our 
people have access to 
justice, we resolved to 
construct a new Fed-
eral High Court com-
plex with six modern 
courtrooms and state-
of-the-art facilities. That 
complex will be com-
missioned in May.”

According to him, “We 
have proposed the de-
molition of the existing 
old Federal High Court, 
so that we can build a 
new complex with more 
courtrooms “.

The governor added 
that his administration 
was constructing the Na-
tional Industrial Court 
complex in Port Har-
court, as part of measures 
to ensure that litigants 
no longer travel to Yena-

goa for their cases. Some 
Labour leaders however, 
said it was the Federal 
Government under the 
previous administration 
that built the Port Har-
court Industrial Court 
in Yenagoa instead of 

kELEChI EwuZIE

I
n a bid to tackle grow-
ing unemployment 
concern among citi-
zens, Lagos State Gov-

ernment in partnership 
with the organised pri-
vate sector is out to pro-
mote entrepreneurship 
among youths through a 
new Graduate Internship 
Programme.

T h e  p r o g ra m m e , 
which is an initiative 
of the state Ministry of 
Wealth Creation and 
Employment (MWCE) is 

also aimed at entrepre-
neurship development 
through establishment 
and promotion of busi-
ness to create sustainable 
wealth and employment.

Babatunde Durosin-
mi-Etti, Lagos State com-
missioner for Wealth 
Creation and Employ-
ment, while speaking 
at the unveiling of the 
programme said the fo-
cus of the scheme was 
promoting and sustain-
ing entrepreneurship, 
thereby creating em-
ployment through ef-
fective use of wealth 

strategies and resources 
while collaborating with 
all stakeholders and the 
private sector.

Durosinmi-Etti said 
the scheme would help 
re duc e rel ianc e on 
white collar jobs and 
help youths to be more 
creative with their in-
tellectuals rather than 
wait for people to create 
work.

According to him, “To 
bridge the gap among 
youths and employees, 
there is need for employ-
ers to tolerate interns 
for whom they are and 

Oyo to dredge 24 rivers

‘Why we are building 
federal courts in Rivers’

Nyesom Wike

in Rivers State. Others 
however, said it was right 
for the governor to help 
build a new one in Port 
Harcourt.

 According to Wike, 
the Court of Appeal build-
ing in Port Harcourt was 

undergoing total reha-
bilitation to ensure that 
it accommodates more 
litigants.  He assured that 
his administration would 
continue to deliver on 
quality projects, good 
governance and enhance 
the standard of living of 
the people.  

Governor Wike noted 
that his administration 
would also promote the 
welfare of students in 
the state.

Earlier, Publicity Sec-
retary of the associa-
tion, Akubueze Okocha, 
commended Governor 
Wike for his outstanding 
achievements in the de-
velopment of infrastruc-
ture in the law sector.  
She urged the governor 
to maintain the tempo of 
project-delivery across 
the state.

Governor Wike later 
took the students on a 
tour of projects within 
the Government House, 
Port Harcourt, where he 
explained the status of 
the projects.

 

Lagos, OPs promote graduate internship 
to tackle employment deficit

be ready to train and 
reshape them for the or-
ganisations’ manpower 
needs.

 “Through the three 
m o n t h s  i n t e r n s h i p 
scheme youths will be 
given the opportunity to 
be trained for employ-
ment with the help of 
organised private sector 
partners”.

The commissioner fur-
ther observed that the 
scheme would create an 
environment enabling 
enough for the interns 
to learn and gain work 
experience that would 
be useful in their search 
for future employment 
opportunities.

Yakubu Basorun, per-
manent secretary of the 
MWCE, disclosed that 
the ministry looks be-
yond academic qualifica-
tion in employing intern 
in the programme but 
good character amongst 
others.

He is of the expec-
tation that the interns 
through the scheme 
would be exposed to ac-
tual work experience 
thereby availing them 
the opportunity to excel 
and also to strengthen 
their skills and profes-
sionalism.

L-R: Olajide Basorun, permanent secretary, Ministry of Wealth Creation and Employment; Babatunde Durosinmi-
Etti, commissioner, and Adeyemi Adelekan, Project Team lead for the Graduate Internship Programme, at the event.
 

A
s part of the 
proactive mea-
sures to miti-
gate against 

flooding, Oyo State Gov-
ernment is to dredge 24 
rivers and has ordered 
the removal of about 200 
illegal structures at Ojoo 
Round-about, Ojoo Area 
of Ibadan.

The government not-
ed that the rivers have 
been approved for dredg-
ing through the World 
Bank assisted project, 
Ibadan Urban Flood 
management, stressing 
that the measures are 
part of the action taken 
by the government in 
preparedness for the 
heavy downpour.

The Commissioner for 
Environment and Water 
Resources, Isaac Ishola, 
who revealed this during 
a visit to Ikere Dam, Ikere 
Village, Iseyin,  explained 
that there is ongoing sen-
sitisation to ensure total 
compliance with the en-
vironmental sanitation 
rules and regulations to 
educate the citizens on 
the need to avert flood.

Ishola, stated that the 
visit to the dam was to 
ascertain the level at 
which waste water is be-
ing discharged in order 
not to cause overflow-
ing of other dams which 

could lead to flood, say-
ing, “the 2011 flood was 
as a result of overflows 
of Eleyele dam reservoir. 
Therefore, we will visit 
every dam in the state as 
part of measures put in 
place by government to 
mitigate re-occurrence 
of flood.”

The Commissioner 
admonished the people 
towards poor attitudinal 
change on environmen-
tal cleanliness by ensur-
ing that the generated 
waste is kept according to 
the government’s policy 
on waste collection, urg-
ing that people should de-
sist from dumping refuse 
into the drainages during 
raining and stop erecting 
kiosks on culverts to al-
low free flow of water.

He therefore, enjoined 
the public to adhere 
strictly to the State En-
vironmental Sanitation 
and Waste Management 
Laws, noting that envi-
ronmental issue is a col-
lective responsibility. 

Ishola commended the 
Federal Government’s 
effort for putting in place 
necessary machinery 
for the effective use of 
Ikere Dam, pledging that 
there will be synergy 
between the state and 
the Federal Government 
in turning the place to a 
tourist centre that will 
improve the Internally 
Generated Revenue.

Delta goes on 
appeal over 
tax verdict
MErCy EnOCh, asaba

A 
court verdict 
may deny Del-
ta State of the 
much-needed 

revenue from internally 
generated sources (IGR). 
Now, the state govern-
ment has appealed the 
judgment of the State 
High Court sitting at 
Otor-Udu Judicial Divi-
sion which, among other 
things, declared the Pas-
senger Welfare Scheme 
and the Daily Tax paid by 
Operators of Motorcycles 
and Tricycles as being in-
consistent with the Taxes 
and Levies (Approved 
List for Collection) Act, 
2004.

 A statement from the 
office of the state Com-
missioner for Informa-
tion stated that the Delta 
State Government has 
already filed a notice of 
appeal praying the Ap-
pellate Court to set aside 
the judgment of the Low-
er Court delivered by 
Justice C.E. Achilefu on 
Friday, April 28, 2017 in 
suit No OUHC/111/2016 
Oghenejabor Ikimi Vs. 
Governor of Delta State 
and 2 others.

…orders removal of 200 illegal structures on waterways

akInrEMI FEyIsIPO
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KELECHI EWUZIE

L-R: Onyeka Onyeibor, MD, Miral Pharm Ltd; Joseph Ahaneku, VC, Nnamdi Azikiwe University and Ahmed Yakasai, national president, Pharmaceutical 
Society of Nigeria, during a courtesy call on the VC at the award ceremony of the Ravimal ‘End Malaria for Good’ essay competition held in Awka, recently.

OdInaKa anUdU

Boost for antimalarial campaign 
as Miral Pharm rewards 
winners of Ravimal essay  

N
igeria may 
be getting 
it right in 
its antima-
larial cam-

paign as Miral Pharm 
Limited rewards win-
ners of Ravimal essay 
entitled, ‘End Malaria 
for Good’. 

The event which 
took place at Nnamdi 
Azikiwe University, 
Awka, Anambra State, 
had in attendance the 
National President of 
Pharmaceutical Society 
of Nigeria, who doubles 
as the Consul-General 
of Pakistan to Nigeria, 

Ahmed Yakasai; Na-
tional Secretary,  Gbo-
lagade Iyiola, Deputy 
Vice Chancellor, Nnam-
di Azikiwe University, 
Charles Esimone and 
several other dignitaries. 

Three star prizes and 
over twenty consolation 
prizes were presented. 
The star prizes include 
one year scholarship 
(N100,000) plus a factory 
visit to India, one year 
scholarship  (N100,000) 
plus a laptop computer, 
and one year scholarship 
(N100,000). 

The first prize went 
to Victor Aniagu of 
the Department of Ap-
plied Biochemistry. The 
second prize went to 
Asomba Chinonso of 

the Department of Elec-
tronics and Computer 
Engineering, while the 
third prize was given to 
Friday Chizurum of the 
Faculty of Medicine.

In his opening re-
marks, chairman of the 
occasion, Chris Oranu 
Chidume, group manag-
ing director(GMD), Kri-
soral Group of Compa-
nies), admitted that Miral 
Pharm was taking a road 
less traveled by calling 
for essays. He also com-
mended Miral for the 
new approach taken at 
uncovering executable 
ideas that would move 
the country closer to vic-
tory in the war against 
malaria. He called Ravi-
mal a best in class prod-

uct, well positioned for 
treatment of malaria. 

Speaking at the prize 
presentation ceremo-
ny, Managing Director, 
Miral Pharm Limited, 
Onyeka Onyeibor, said 
that the Ravimal ‘End 
Malaria for Good’ essay 
was a deliberate search 
for ideas. According to 
him, ending malaria 
was an achievable and 
a worthwhile pursuit – 
saving 1000 lives daily. 

Ahmed Yakasai, who 
presented the award to 
the star prize winner, 
commended the efforts 
of Miral Pharm in the 
war against malaria and 
the drive to continue to 
support its education in 
Nigeria. 

abia police command deploys 
additional 200 personnel to 
intensify security in aba

A
bia Command 
of the Nige-
ria Police has 
i n c r e a s e d 

visibility in Aba, the 
state’s commercial hub, 
to sustain security and 
encourage commerce in 
the area.

Leye Oyebade, state’s 
commissioner of police, 
who revealed this dur-
ing a two-day tour of 
Police Divisions in Aba 
and environs, also an-
nounced the setting up 
of a tactical response 
squad, code-named “op-
eration combat ready”, 
to support personnel on 
ground in the area.

He also stated that 
the Command has in-
creased its operational 
stop and search points, 
which according to him 
are not road blocks, but 
a mechanism to pre-
vent criminal elements 
from succeeding in 
their heinous crimes.

In his words, “the 
stop-and-search points 
that we have put in 
designated places are 
not road blocks, and 
new personnel that we 
have deployed into Aba 
are here to only com-
plement the efforts of 
those on ground.

He urged stakehold-
ers to collaborate with 
the police, by giving 
them reliable informa-
tion that would reduce 
their response time 
to combating heinous 
crimes.

“We are confront-
ing heinous crimes 
headlong with the de-
ployment of additional 
200 personnel to Aba 
alone. Well trained, 
well equipped, and 
well motivated with 
2 armored personnel 
carriers, stationed at 
strategic locations”.

He explained that 
the new team is not 
here to harass innocent 
citizens, noring that 
they have been trained 
well to have respect 
for the fundamental 
human rights of the 
citizenry, while doing 
their duties.

“And I have always 
told them that they 
must be humble, hon-
est and hardworking,” 
he said.

The Abia CP how-
ever, appealed to mem-
bers of the public to co-
operate with the police, 
so as to make a success 
of the outfit that they 

have put in place.
 “We are now asking 

also that members of 
the public should give 
us information. You 
also know that the state 
government has put in 
place a whistleblower 
policy to encourage in-
formation flow.

He also warned that 
extortion and corrup-
tion should not be en-
couraged, appealing to 
the public not to entice 
them, by giving them 
bribe. He also noted 
that the giver and re-
ceiver are liable.

He explained that 
the command has giv-
en out dedicated tele-
phone lines where the 
public can call in and 
give information and 
urged the public to get 
the dedicated numbers 
from the Divisional Po-
lice Officers (DPOs) in 
their localities.

He observed that it 
is only when the police 
and the public connect 
on time that the securi-
ty infrastructure in the 
state can be upgraded.

“I am optimistic that 
we are going to make 

GOdFREY OFURUM, aba

a lot of success stories, 
because we have put in 
more vehicles and men 
on ground. We have 
more trained personnel 
on ground.  We only 
need you (the public) to 
give us information.

“Memb ers of the 
public should make use 
of all the information 
networks we’ve made 
available.

The Abia State police 
commissioner, was ac-
companied on the tour 
by Peter Okpara, an 
assistant commissioner 
of police (ACP) and new 
Area Commander, Aba 
Area Command of the 
Nigeria Police and other 
top police officers from 
the State Command 
headquarters, Umua-
hia.  Divisions visited 
during the tour were 
Osisioma, Abayi, Ari-
aria, Aba CPS, Ezieama 
and Ndiegoro.

Leye Oyebade

aIG orders full-scale investigation into alleged 
attempted murder on Catholic priest

F
ollowing a petition 
to the Assistant 
Inspector-General 
of Police (AIG), Zone 

5, by a Warri-based legal 
practitioner, the AIG in 
charge of the zone, Abuba-
kar Muhammed has or-
dered a full-scale inves-
tigation into the matter 
warranting the petition.

A petition written 
by Stella Anetor, a legal 
practitioner had decried 
the shoddy investigation 
by the Delta State Police 
Command into the at-
tempted murder of Ste-
phen Ekakabor, a Rever-
end Father of St. Joseph 
Catholic Church, Okpare-
Olomu in Delta State.

The legal practitioner 
alleged that her client 

was attacked by some 
hoodlums on two occa-
sions (4th and 11th Feb-
ruary, 2017), where they 
smashed his head with 
an axe and caused a brain 
damage in the process. 

In a petition dated May 
2, 2017, and made available 
to journalists in Benin, 
she also alleged that her 
life and that of her fam-
ily members had been 
threatened following her 
insistence on a thorough 
investigation of the matter.

She said the attack had 
left the priest bedridden 
at the University of Benin 
Teaching Hospital where 
he is awaiting a brain 
surgery.

When contacted, the 
image maker of the zone, 
Emeka Iheanacho, who 
confirmed receipt of the 
petition, added that the 

matter would be fully 
investigated.

“Yes. The AIG has or-
dered a full-scale inves-
tigation into the matter,” 
he said.

Anetor further alleged 
that the suspected mas-
terminds of the attack on 
the priest had been trail-

ing her from office to her 
residence.

She explained that she 
had been warned by a 
professional body with-
in the Catholic Church 
to steer clear of the case 
on the orders of the said 
priests.

She added that she had 
also been reported to the 
Nigerian Bar Association 
for alleged professional 
misconduct.

According to her, the 
robbers had repeated the 
attack on the priest on 
February 11, and allegedly 
hit him with an axe which 
damaged his brain. 

“Both reverend fathers 
had allegedly connived to 
release one of the suspects 
arrested in connection 
with the attack and re-
sisted attempts to further 
the investigation.

 IdRIS UMaR MOMOH, 

Stella Anetor
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Cross River suspends 
LG elections again

T
he Cross River 
State Indepen-
dent Electoral 
C o m m i s s i o n 

(CROSIEC) has again, 
for the second time, 
suspended the local 
government elections 
in the state slated for 
June 17 this year.  

CROSIEC in a pub-
lic notice dated May 

4, 2017, signed by its 
Chairman, Mike Ushie, 
a copy of which was 
obtained by BDSUN-
DAY, said the suspen-
sion is “due to the on-
going INEC Continues 
Voters Registration 
(CVR) from April 27th 
– July 25th 2017.”

Furthermore, it re-
vealed that the decision 
to suspend the election 
became pertinent fol-
lowing stakeholders’ 
meetings across the 
state.

The statement added 
that “The Commission 
has accordingly con-
sulted with all political 
parties/stakeholders 
on the decision and call 
for understanding.”

It will be recalled 
that the commission 
had earlier shifted the 
date of the elections 
last year owing to fi-
nancial reasons.

Zuriel Oduwole joins Meadow Hall 
to advocate quality education

Peak spreads goodness to 
Lagos neighbourhoods

W
eeks ago, 
P e a k 
F i l l e d 
w a s 

launched into the Ni-
geria market and has 
s i n c e  t h e n  g a i n e d 
steady ascension into 
the daily needs of Ni-
gerian households, con-
sidering its affordability 
and accessibility.

 Peak Filled is a N40 
Peak brand formulated 
to nourish families with 
essential vitamins and 
minerals; assuring them 
of a “Filled” Day. Price 
and product availabil-
ity are known to rank 
high in the consumer 
consideration ladder. 
This concept is perfect-
ly brought to live as 
Peak Milk team drives 
further into neighbor-
hoods, understanding 
more of the consumers 
and connecting its key 
brands to them.

 Peak Milk is current-
ly combing the nooks 
and crannies of Lagos 
and currently activated 
Oke Arin Market, Trade 
Fair, Mushin and Agege, 
spreading the richness 
and nourishment of 
Peak Filled across Lagos 
neighbourhoods, with 
a sure plan to extend 
the goodness even be-
yond Lagos.

 This initiative is 
highly imperative es-

pecially at a time when 
the economic index 
continues spinning 
southward and Nigeri-
an consumers continu-
ously yearn for quality 
at affordable price. As 
expected, the initiative 
was welcomed with 
enthusiasm and posi-
tive energy, which is a 
boost for Peak Milk to 
do more.

 Mummy Dayo, a 
retail outlet owner in 
Agege applauds this 
initiative of Peak Milk 
especially in this time 
of economic downturn 
when people had cut-
down the consumption 
of non-essential goods.

 Uchenna, also a re-
tail trader in Trade Fair 
thinks this initiative is 
a boost for trade and 
hopes it will trigger 
consumers again into 
buying. 

While Osifo Agani, 
a brand critic, sees this 
as a “trade stimulus 
that will go a long way 
in helping the brand 
equity”. He said “it is 
necessary for brands to 
continuously seek av-
enues to connect more 
with the end consum-
ers”. 

Peak is also engag-
ing local artistes Like 
Saheed Osupa amongst 
others to connect more 
with consumers.

MIKE ABANG, Calabar

Mike Ushie
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M
eadow Hall 
Education 
r e c e n t l y 
h o s t e d 

Zuriel Oduwole and 
her father, Ademola 
Oduwole, as part of 
its continuous drive 
to advocate for quality 
education and raising 
excellent, godly and 
well-rounded children.

The highly accom-
plished teenager was 
welcomed by Meadow 
Hall and given the plat-
form at the school as-
sembly hall to inspire 
students as well as an-
swer a few questions.

Zuriel spoke in detail 
about her filmmaking 
project, which was in-
spired by her desire 
to show Africa in a 
positive light. Her last 
documentary, called ‘A 
promise in Africa’, was 
focused on Nigeria. The 
movie screened in cin-
emas in Nigeria, South 
Africa, England, Ghana 
and Japan.

“Age is no obstacle,” 
she said when asked 
by a student how she 
was able to accomplish 
all this so early. She 
stressed the impor-

tance of finding what 
one loves doing, and 
then following through.

Her education proj-
ect was next on the 
a g e n d a .  S h e  s p o ke 
about the reason for 
meeting the different 
world leaders, which 
is to discuss policies to 
ensure their children 
not only go to school, 
but also have access to 
quality education. Her 
passion stemmed from 
a trip to Ghana, aged 9, 
when she saw a group 
of girls hawking on the 
street instead of being 

in school.
This is what Zuriel 

and Meadow Hall have 
in common. Just get-
ting children to school 
is not enough; a holistic, 
well-rounded educa-
tion is critical for chil-
dren to reach their full 
potential. This commit-
ment is shown not only 
in their delicate blend 
of the British and Nige-
rian curricula, but also 
in the Meadow Hall 
Edutainment Centre 
they recently opened 
in Lekki, which en-
sures children’s innate 
talents are identified 
and developed.

Zuriel Elise Odu-
wole is famous around 
the world for her ad-
vocacy for girls’ ed-
ucation and for her 
filmmaking. Born in 
the US to a Nigerian 
father and Mauritian 
mother, she has gone 
on to accomplish a lot 
despite her tender age, 
meeting with 24 presi-
dents and prime min-
isters. In 2013, Zuriel 
was listed in the New 
African Magazine’s list 
of ‘100 Most Influential 
People in Africa’ and 

the following year, as 
the world’s most pow-
erful 11-year-old in 
New York’s Business 
Insider’s listing of the 
‘World’s Most Power-
ful Person At Every 
Age’.

Since then, she has 
continued to meet with 
world leaders to tackle 
the issue of ‘out-of-
school children’, espe-
cially girls.

Z u r i e l ’ s  p a r t i n g 
words to Meadow Hall 
students will hopeful-
ly linger long in their 
minds: “I hope I can 
inspire you all to find 
something you’re pas-
sionate about; to work 
hard at it, in order to be 
whatever you want to 
be when you’re older.”

She also graciously 
thanked the school for 
hosting her and mak-
ing her and her father 
feel at home.

Meadow Hall Edu-
cation is focused on 
gro oming l ife-long 
learners and building 
a learning organiza-
tion that is conversant 
with the use of 21st 
century methodologies 
and strategies.Zuriel Oduwole

Don’t be weighed down by 
adverse condition – Cleric

E
ric Onunji, gen-
eral overseer 
of the True Be-
liever Assem-
bly, has advised 

Christians not to allow 
any adverse condition or 
unforeseen circumstanc-
es weigh them down, 
but should always re-
pose confidence in God 
who alone is able to grant 
them all round victory.

Onunji also urged 
them to enquire and seek 
the face of God first be-
fore embarking on any 
venture or project in or-
der to be successful.

The cleric made refer-
ences to the scripture 
where those who en-
quired from God first 
and put God before 
themselves had great 
successes, overcame their 
problems and recovered 
all they thought they 
had lost.

 In message ‘Overtake 
and Recover All’ which 

was taken from 1 Samuel 
30:1-19, he said: “Adverse 
condition might come 
to any Christian at any 
time but when it comes, 
it cannot be seen as the 
end of your life but seek 
the face of God and in-
quire from him to know 
how to tackle that situa-
tion because king David 
sought and inquired from 
God before he pursued his 
enemies.  And at the end 
of the day, he had success. 
He pursued, he overtook 
his enemies and he recov-
ered all… Therefore, be 
optimistic; present your 
problems before God and 
before you embark on 
any mission”.

 Reverend Eric spoke 
at a programme hosted 
by True Believers As-
sembly in conjunction 
with Holy Ghost Inter-
vention Prayer Ministry, 
Nnorie in Ngor Okpala 
Local Government Area 
Imo state, witnessed 
numerous miraculous 
works.

 Kenneth Amaechi, a 
pastor, told the congrega-
tion that “it is only Christ 
that knows the yoke you 
are carrying and is him 
also that will break that 
yoke”. 

He continued, “That 
day is today because you 
have left everything to 
come to seek the LORD, 
today is a day of grace 
and mercy because God 
is a merciful God”.

SABY ELEMBA

Pensioners protesting
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Obstacles always herald my 
success - King Jaja of Opobo

My doctor was in the opposition but I 
refused to change him

I lost my son and wife in two weeks
My case lasted for 23 years but clouds 

herald my victory
Tells Wike: Rural economy is dead; drugs, 

crime, the bane
Obi of Onitsha: My crown left Onitsha 

only once, to Opobo
Wike: Jaja does not pester me for per-

sonal favours as chairman of monarchs
 

K
ing Jaja of Opobo, Dandeson Jaja, 
the fifth in the historic throne, 
made earth-shaking revelations 
last week in Port Harcourt, Riv-
ers State, when he marked 75 

years. Speaking at the complex (Diete-Spiff) 
near the Government House named after the 
king of Twon Brass of Bayelsa, the towering 
king revealed how he allowed his personal 
physician who was one of those against his 
candidature to the thrown in a case that 
lasted up to the Supreme Court for 23 years 
to remain in charge of his health.

He said: “To me, it was a matter of each 
party going to court on appointed day, canvas 
your position and allow the jurists to decide. 
I could have changed him but I did not”. This 
seemed to get to the hearts of the full audi-
ence, that hostilities in those days were dif-
ferent from what obtains today where guns 
decide matters in most states.

The celebrating king talked about many 
other touchy issues, especially how he lost 
his second son and his wife in a space of two 
weeks during the trying period. Others such 
as the Obi of Onitsha also passed important 
remarks.

King Jaja 
This is like a moment when the parrot 

that talks much finds it difficult to talk. My 
philosophy of life is that before God, all hu-

mans are equal; thus any height achieved 
by any man is by the grace of God. So, do not 
oppress those below you. 

How life toughened me: Obstacles always 
herald my success. So, when I see an obstacle, 
I know my success is coming soon. It is the 
will of God. My coming unto the throne took 
23 years of litigation. My doctor was in the 
opposition and for those 23 years, I never 
changed him. It was a matter of going to court 
to canvas opinions and allow the judges to 
decide. (Many in the hall murmured; Enmity 
in the court, love at home?)

I lost my second son and my wife in two 
weeks during that case, but I survived it. My 
people were solidly behind me and this gave 
me courage. I triumphed at last.

Council: The Rivers State Council of Tra-
ditional Rulers (RSCTR) is united and we are 
behind Governor Nyesom Wike. They follow 
me where I direct. Wike is a pragmatic leader. 

He came when we were neither here nor 
there. He first opened the courts and then the 
parliament so the masses could let out steam. 
His pace is fast. He constructs roads every-
where and this has boosted rural-urban 
movement to bring foodstuff to the cities. It 
has reduced post-harvest waste and earned 
more funds into the pockets of rural farmers. 
This is how to touch the lives of the people. 
He tackles the critical aspects of the people.

Challenges: Rural areas: There is no local 
economy in Rivers State right now, His Excel-
lency. Rivers rural economy is dead. Young 
people now flee. There is no integrated 
farming to employ them. Cottage industries 
are all dead. Let this be your new direction 
and focus, to boost economic activity in the 
rural areas. Make rate of crime to come down 
further. You have just handed over eight 
armoured boats to the Nigerian Navy.

Drug abuse: This is the cause of crime and 

violence in the region especially in the rural 
areas. Drugs can be wiped off in the society 
if the government wants. As you have hon-
oured me at 75, you shall get there too.

 Amanyanabo of Nembe:
The Amanyanabo of Nembe in Bayela, 

Turner Isoun: The celebrant is a special 
talent, a gift from God. He is an exemplary 
leader, and he is becoming an event anchor. 
He makes us come together to interact and 
brainstorm. Without monarchs, Nigeria 
would be like a house without foundation. 
Each spot in Nigeria is governed by a natural 
ruler. I say, we should be in the constitution 
such as in Ghana, South Africa, Gambia, etc. 
We hold tenure for life while the political 
leaders hold it for a mentioned number of 
years, about four years.

To the Opobo people, I say, your king is a 
good man, a rare character. He is straight for-
ward. The government and traditional rulers 
can work together for national development. 
I frown as I see Nigerians working to boost 
the gross domestic product (GDP) of other 
African countries while our youths are idle; 
no implement, no empowerment to activate 
their potentials. 

Obi of Onitsha: Nnaemeka Achebe, a Toast

King Dandeson Jaja is born great and car-
ries greatness with dignity; he has made huge 
impact on a lot of other people. He has passed 
the test of life and of the throne. For his rare 
dignity, I wore the crown of Obi of Onitsha 
for the first time ever, to Opobo during his 
coronation. I had to pray to my ancestors and 
obtained permission to do so. His reign goes 
beyond Opobo. He is a personality with huge 
calming effect, has rare wisdom, and carries 
many others along. He is very approachable 
and difficult to provoke. I tried it once and 
failed (jokes). He has uncanny wisdom and 
is very direct. He is not a complicated person. 

Gov Nyesom Wike:
I was not close to King Dandeson Jaja but 

when I became governor, I asked; who do we 
use as chairman of the Rivers State Council 
of Traditional Rulers. His name was men-
tioned. There was no lobbying and we just 
announced his name. The only thing I asked 
him was; no talk of politics (do not do politics). 
He has kept to it. I told him, the day I see you 
in politics, I lose (withdraw) my respect.

He never asks me what to do for him, but 
always what to do for the council. He seeks 
no personal favours. So, I will always sup-
port him. We are going to unveil a befitting 
complex for the Council next week. I respect 
you traditional fathers. It is a family tradition. 
Just remain focused. I will continue to sup-
port you. Keep pressing for what will uplift 
traditional rulers and the Council.

I know how you were humiliated in this 
state because you were apolitical (did not 
want to take sides). You will get back ev-
erything you lost. Traditional rulers should 
remove hand (stay away) from politics and 
leave politics to the politicians. Some were 
so compromised that they could not even 
bring themselves up to receive me when I 
was campaigning. You do not know who 
will win, so stay neutral. Now, I am governor.

We honour traditional rulers here. So, on 
May 3, 2017, we would devote a full day to 
them. I extend invitation to Obi of Onitsha 
and Amanyanabo of Nembe to the Rivers 
Traditional Council Day of the Golden Jubilee 
of Rivers State on May 3, 2017, when we shall 
open the Royal House. 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

…Makes earthshaking revelations at 75

NewsFeature

Wike greets the celebrant, King Jaja

R-L: Nyesom Wike, Rivers State governor, exchanging pleasantries with the Obi of Onitsha, Igwe Alfred Nnaemeka Achebe, during the 
75th birthday celebration of the Chairman of the Rivers State Council of Traditional Rulers and Amanyanabo of Opobo, King Dandeson 
Douglas Jaja in Port Harcourt, recently. 
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Sultan, Ooni, Diete Spiff want 
value-based system, export economy 
IGNATIUS CHUKWU

…As Rivers fetes monarchs to mark state’s 50th anniversary

Sunday 07  May 2017

NewsFeature   

T
opmost monarchs in Nigeria have 
pointed the way of survival for Ni-
geria as a nation. While the Sultan 
of Sokoto wants Nigeria to revive its 
respect for cultural values, the Ooni 

of Ife wants the leaders to lead by example, 
while the Amanyanabo of Twon Brass (Bay-
elsa) wants Nigeria to build an expert-based 
economy to contain the teeming youths.

The Sultan of Sokoto, Muhammadu Saad 
Abubakar, spoke at the Traditional Rulers Day 
of the golden jubilee (50 years) anniversary of 
the creation of Rivers State on Wednesday, 
May 3, 2017, held at the imposing edifice, Obi 
Wali Cultural Centre in Port Harcourt.

The sultan who had earlier in the day 
laid the foundation stone of the Rivers State 
Council of Traditional Rulers secretariat, com-
mended the state governor, Nyesom Wike, for 
creating a day of unity for the monarchs. He 
said respect should be accorded the traditional 
institutions because most of them were far 
older than Nigeria and her government. He 
said many kingdoms such as Benin, Kanem 
Bornu, etc, were as old as 215 years.

Saying the importance of what Governor 
Wike had done by setting a day aside for 
celebration of monarchs must never be lost 
on the kings, he said sense of cultural value 
sustained most of the peoples and kingdoms 
now found in Nigeria before the coming of 
the British.

The sultan added: “The colonialists saw 
the well structured system of governance 
and adopted through the practice of Indirect 
Rule. They found that they could not turn 
the minds of the natives against their leaders 
(emirs).”

Calling for support for Wike, the spiritual 
father of the Muslimi in Nigeria said: “Tradi-
tional rulers in Rivers State must support Gov 

L-R: Rivers State Governor, Nyesom Ezenwo  welcoming Amanyanabo of Grand Bonny 
Kingdom, King Edward Asimini William Dappa Pepple  

L-R: Wike, Ooni of Ife, Oba Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi and Sultan of Sokoto, Sa’ad Abubakar.  

L-R: Wike, Ooni of Ife, Oba Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi and Sultan of Sokoto, Sa’ad Abubakar.  

A cross session of members of the Rivers State Council of Traditional Rulers

Wike because to whom much is given, much 
is expected.”

To governments in Nigeria, he said; “Ni-
geria should find solutions to its problems 
within; just like many nations do. So, look 
inward if policies are not working and find 
solutions. Poverty is the major issue in Nige-
ria. Government must find solution. Nigeria 
seems to have lost its national values. Gov-
ernments must lead in the revival of values 
national and cultural values.”

The chairman of the occasion, the Ooni 
of Ife, Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi Ojaja, 
insisted that traditional rulers must lead the 
revival of society. “This is a landmark event 
in Nigeria because traditional rulers are being 
celebrated. The traditional institution is very 
key in the development effort of Nigeria as 

everywhere else in the world. This is because 
it derives from nature and is ruling through 
natural means. Anything that is nature, you 
cannot do without it, thus traditional insti-
tutions play key roles in development. The 
palace is the first place any agency or visitor 
entering a community would come to. It is 
the first port of call; to get true information, 
support, mobilisation, etc. It is the place to 
get intelligence on the people you have come 
to see, know the good and bad eggs in that 
community.” 

He observed that royal fathers are very 

economy, the Amanyanabo of Twon Brass 
said export is Nigeria’s hope as a national 
economic policy. “Our balance of payment 
deficit is what supports the economies of 
other countries. If we work hard, Nigeria 
will take over the world and become a global 
economic leader.”

He said the Niger Delta youths went in 
search of promises in the pipelines and started 
breaking them. “By this, we were cutting our 
nose to spike our face. The youths have real-
ized this. All they need now is to help them be 
productive. Move ahead on modular refinery 
project, stop gas flaring, etc, and the youths 
would find livelihood.”

The host governor, Wike, said the people of 
Rivers State were oppressed for years before 
the creation of the state in 1967. “We celebrate 
to push for the future, to build unity of the 
Rivers people, to mobilize the people to a pur-
pose which is to build a virile state. Today, it 
is to celebrate the contributions of traditional 
rulers over the years. We must safeguard the 
sanctity of traditional institutions. This is why 
the Rivers State government has enhanced 
the welfare of traditional rulers in the state. 
This explains the groundbreaking ceremony 
to build a befitting edifice as secretariat of 
the Rivers State Council of Traditional Rulers 
which we vow to complete in six months.”

He said: “We also give the royal fathers 
a say in the way the state is governed. We 
however urge traditional rulers to stay away 
from partisan politics, though they can make 
suggestions, else, they may burn their fingers. 
The state government is doing everything to 
curb insecurity, violence, and cultism. We 
insist on building a state where no man is 
oppressed.”

important and work closely with govern-
ments and political leaders. “For this reason, 
traditional rulers must live and lead by 
example, must never be found wanting so 
that the subjects can follow the good deeds 
and example of their traditional rulers. This 
is the only way the society can be better. 
Traditional rulers are in a position to do things 
governments cannot do. They can easily fish 
out bad eggs. Royal fathers cannot therefore 
leave the entire task of building a good society 
on governments.”

Speaking after everyone else, the first 
governor of old Rivers State and now a king 
in Bayelsa State, Alfred Diete-Spiff, said the 
day reminded him of many things. “On May 
27, 1967 when Yakubu Gowon announced 
the birth of Rivers State, I was on vacation. I 
did not hear the announcement. It was when 
people told me that I learnt about it, this ended 
my vacation. I called up my first team and 
went to work. When Bonny was liberated, 
the late Ken Saro Wiwa was appointed ad-
ministrator of Bonny. Port Harcourt was later 
liberated and we moved down.” 

On the way forward for the Nigerian 

He stated that his administration would 
empower traditional rulers to participate in 
the initiation, implementation and monitor-
ing of projects and programmes in rural com-
munities. He said that traditional rulers were 
critical in the government’s development 
agenda for the grassroots. 

He said: “We shall soon come up with a 
viable framework to empower our traditional 
rulers to participate in the initiation, imple-
mentation and monitoring of development 
policies and programmes at the grassroots.

“We are doing all these because we believe 
that traditional rulers are the best partners 
to translate our plans and aspirations for the 
grassroots into reality.”

The governor said that the state traditional 
rulers have over the years played important 
roles in the peace and development of the 
state.

Governor Wike said: “We have no doubt 
that when the history of Rivers State will be 
written, the sacrifices and contributions of 
the traditional institution towards building a 
peaceful, united and prosperous State will be 
lined in gold prints.



Pennies for a piece of the sun 

An economy that currently loses 
$29.3 billion yearly due to inadequate 
p ower supply ac c ording to a World 
B a n k  e s t i m at e ,  n e e d s  e ve r y  i n t e r -
vention that can assist people create 
value.

 Affordability and scale – as rules 
of the game 

These companies are commoditis-
ing solar solutions for homes and small 
businesses giving consumers options 
to lease the infrastructure for up to 
36 months or buy them outright. Cus-
tomers pay a sign on fee of less than 
N27,000 and installation fee of N5,000 
– N15,000 depending on location and 
ve n d o r  i n  e xc h a n g e  fo r  d i ff e r e n t 
bundles including sizes of 60W- 500W 
with different rates daily or monthly.

S o l a r  p a n e l s  a re  p ro v i d e d  w i t h 
LED bulbs, battery, solar panels and 
cables .  It  can p ower standing fans, 
clipp er,  charge mobile phones,  tele-
v i s i o n ,  l a p t o p s ,  p r i n t e r s  a n d  s o m e 
kinds of fridges. Outright purchase of 
the components range from N60,000 
–  N350,000 dep ending on s ize  and 
vendor.

Some are building mini grid solu-
t i o n s  i n  r u ra l  c o m mu n i t i e s  w h e re 
people pay as low as N50 daily to enjoy 
electricity but the facilities are fully 
owned by the company.

 “This innovative approach is serv-
i n g  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  n o  a c c e s s  t o 
ele ctricity and we have s e en value 
as  sales  of  our s olar  home systems 
(SHS) is currently over 100,000 in Sub 
Saharan Africa,” says Vera Nwanze, 
Azuri Technologies’ general manager, 
Nigeria and West Africa. 

They are using Pay-As-You-Go mod-
el enabled by the use of airtime credit 
and GSM-based machine-to-machine 
(M2M) connectivity to remotely con-
trol and monitor the solar home sys-
tem usage, billing and performance.

In communities like Onibambu in 
O s u n  a n d  O b ay a n t o r  i n  E d o  S t at e , 
vendors are retailing recharge cards 
to feed phones and activate the solar 
systems. Some setups see customers 
input c o des dire ctly into the panel 
on the battery box they are supplied 
to recharge their systems. For while 

J
ust opp osite  Tin-C an Is land 
Port in Apapa, located west of 
Lagos Island, lies Sagbo Koji, in 
Amuwo Odofin Local Govern-
ment Area,  part of a cluster 

of fishing communities where whis-
pering palms serenade the ears, and 
chirping birds perform to a standing 
ovation from fervent waves.

Pe ople in this  c ommunity where 
worn shards of roofing sheets shield 
the sun and innocence finds company 
in the laughter of barely clothed chil-
dren playing in the white sand, have 
no grid electricity. But for a paltry sum 
of money, they are getting a piece of 
the sun to power their homes at night 
and run small businesses. 

Move farther inland, over 980 ki-
lometres and almost 15 hours away 
from Lagos by road, the rustic town 
o f  C h a r w a - C h a k u m ,  i n  n o r t h e r n 
Kaduna State, has the idyllic calm of 
still  waters.  The colour of the road 
is the same as the coarse wall made 
from dried mud, which supports rusty 
a l u m i n i u m  ro o f i n g  s h e e t s  o f  m o s t 
homes, and the air inside has the taste 
of warm alkaline.

Dust storms fog the horizon as far as 
the eyes can see when the wind calls 
out the earth in a duel. The fiery sun 
seeps down boulders in the sky evok-
ing a flood of perspiration from every 
p ore in the b o dy, clinging on damp 
clothes, choking, confining.

Yahaya Dakingari, the biggest tailor 
in the community, has bought a piece 
of the sun to light up his ten by twelve 
foot store, which doubles as his living 
room, powers his Singer sewing ma-
chine and charges his phone. 

“ I  even l isten to  my radio  while 
my machine rotates (works),” said the 
4 2  ye a r - o l d  D a k i n g a r i  t h ro u g h  a n 

interpreter, with glee in his eyes, as 
he presses the machine’s foot control 
to the drumbeats of contentment. In 
C h a r w a - C h a k u m  a n d  s u r ro u n d i n g 
communities, grid electricity is a tale 
children still  l isten to with a s ens e 
of awe.

Indeed, there is a quiet revolution 
taking place in rural Nigeria as well as 
pockets of city suburbs in the country. 
Smart companies like Azuri Technolo-
gies,  Arnergy Solar Ltd,  Lumos and 
few others others are literally selling 
a mo dest pie c e of the sun to p ower 
homes and small  and me dium s cale 
businesses (SMEs) as patience for grid 
power begins to wear thin.

In some remote communities vis-
ited around Lagos, Edo, Osun, Kaduna 
and Anambra states, small businesses 

are now saving up on fuel by installing 
solar panels on their roofs to power 
clippers and light fixtures,  boot up 
desktop computers, fire up hair dry-
ers, chill drinks or stop fishes from 
rotting with about N200 a day. 

Depending on the mood of the sky, 
they are guaranteed between seven 
and ten hours or more, of uninter-
rupte d p ower supply and they pay 
a  c ost  small  enough to  ke ep them 
in business, meet the basic needs of 
their customers and turn a mo dest 
profit.

SMEs prov ide  opp ortunit ies  for 
Nigeria’s over 25 million people (13.9 
percent unemployment rate) without 
jobs even as the current recession has 
shed over 700,000 jobs according to 
Nigeria’s national statistics bureau.
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Nigeria’s epileptic power situation is prompting some companies to commoditise solar power to address an energy gap that puts 
an estimated 70 million people off grid and constrains millions of small businesses, writes ISAAC ANYAOGU.
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grid connection may reach only about 
60 percent of Nigerians, 154 million 
people are active mobile phone sub-
scribers.

Long confronted with the challeng-
es of inadequate power, limited access 
to finance and an unstable economy, 
many SMEs in Nigeria, who are only 
a short crawl away from bankruptcy 
are been thrown a lifeline.

In a  c ountry where government 
p olicies are applie d with awkward-
ness akin to using a sledge hammer 
to p erform a surgery,  SMEs merely 
c ontend with riding through every 
storm of policy vacillation, clinging to 
straws while clawing through a sludge 
of policy failure that threatens to bury 
them in its wake.

Scarcity of foreign exchange bites, 
support systems are weak and finan-
cial institutions have credit terms that 
would be criminal in a different clime. 
Nowhere does this reality appear more 
brutal than in the quest for electricity 
to power small businesses.

“Power situation is very bad, it is 
killing our business,  to survive is a 
huge problem because of lack of elec-
tricity,” says Ike Emmanuel, who runs 
a local barbershop in Lagos.

Twelve years on,  Emmanuel  em-
p l o y s  fo u r  b a r b e r s  a n d  a  c l e a n e r, 
earns about N5,000 daily from which 
N1450 goes to paying for 10 litres of 
fuel  every day for generators with 
power ratings below 2KVA. He pays 
his workers N2,000 and still coughs 
out N1000 every two weeks to service 
the generator that  runs s ometimes 
daily throughout an entire week. He 
has switched to solar and reports bet-
ter returns. 

Femi Adeyemo, the CEO of Arnery 
Solar Limited and one of the compa-
ny’s founder, who provided the solar 
o p t i o n ,  s ay s  o f  t h e i r  m e t h o d ,  “ W e 
carry out energy analysis to find out 
our customer’s energy needs. We have 
commoditised solar up to 100KVA so 
you can run businesses completely off 
grid, but if the need is more than what 
was provided,with 10 per cent mixed 
with diesel, it makes economic sense.”

Nigeria’s  energy demand will  hit 
N250, 000MW by 2030 but data on 
fuel  sp end by business es  to  p ower 
generators is expectedly difficult in a 
country where the people can’t even 
agree on how many they are.

But a rep ort by the Go o d Gover-
nance initiative, a non-governmental 
o r g a n i s at i o n  a dvo c at i n g  u n i n t e r -
rupted power supply in Nigeria gives 
a clue. The organisation says that Ni-
gerians spend N3.5trillion on fuelling 
their generators annually.

This is because the total installed 
power generation capacity in Nigeria, 
a country of over 180 million people is 
around 12,522MW; 85percent of which 
is gas-fired (thermal) and 15percent 
is hydro-generated. Nigeria achieved 
its highest peak generation output of 
5 ,074MW in February 2016 b efore 
Niger Delta militants blew up gas pipe-
lines that fed turbines in power plants.

Worse still an aging national grid 
connects barely half of the population 
shutting out over 70 million people. 
The grid can only support about 7,000 
MW of p ower and op erators rep ort 
Aggregate Technical, Commercial and 
Colle ction Loss (ATC&C),  which is a 
methodology for assessing the overall 
health of a utility, is about 40 percent, 
one of the highest in the world.

So, not only does Nigeria not gener-

ate enough power, the country barely 
transports half of what it produces. 
The consequence is high rate of rural 
urban migration leading to slums be-
sides skyscrapers.

This  a ls o  ac c ounts  in  large  part 
t o  t h e  f a i l u re  o f  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s 
within the f irst  year of  formation. 
Yet this need not be so in a country 
with about 600,000 MW of potential 
solar electricity capacity from just one 
percent of its 923,768 square kilometre 
landmass.

This b elief  is  spurring investors, 
with support from the Bank of Indus-
try (BoI) and the United Nations De-
velopment Fund (UNDP) to undertake 
projects like the 24KW solar micro-
grid for Onono-Anam, a remote village 
in Anambra West Local Government 
Area, of Anambra State.

This  is  improv ing the quality of 
lives of people in the community as 
solar light extends the night and in-
creas es sales as small  business stay 
longer than the first crack of nightfall.

“ I  n o w  s t ay  t i l l  n i g h t  a n d  m a ke 
more money,”  says 32 year old,  An-
gela Ugwu, who operates a makeshift 
provisions store in Onono-Anam. Her 
three children scrawl on worn note 
b o oks under the glare of  a  blazing 
LED bulb.

While  big  business es  have b e en 
reluctant to adopt s olar energy due 
to the huge initial capital outlay re-
quired in buying solar infrastructure 
especially batteries (it takes as much 
as N3million to set up micro grid that 

p owers all  ele ctric e quipments in a 
duplex house), small scale solar solu-
tions on the other hand are experienc-
ing a boom.

In December 2016, Lumos Global, 
an off-grid solar firm operating in Ni-
geria, announced that it had acquired 
$90 million in fundraising, one of the 
industry’s largest ever investment. It 
takes courage to convince investors to 
part with that kind of money; it even 
takes greater confidence in a business 
model to achieve the result.

The company soon went into a part-
nership with MTN Nigeria for mobile 
solar electricity supply to homes and 
small business es using their mobile 
p h o n e s .  L u m o s  s e l l s  e n e r g y - a s - a -
service through a solar home system 
(SHS).

D av i d i  V o r t m a n ,  C E O  o f  L u m o s 
says that 150,000 p e ople in 30,000 
l o c at i o n s  i n  N i g e r i a  h ave  a l re a d y 
subscribed to their service. Vortman, 
can’t hide a smile, when asked about 
the company’s exploits in Nigeria.

“Nigeria s e eks to achieve 30 p er 
cent renewable in 2030, we are help-
ing with that,” he said at the recent 
Solar Future conference in Lagos.

It ’s  not clear if  this revolution is 
being televised as much as it should, 
but it certainly has the ingredient of 
every go o d revolution – a group of 
people angry enough to match outrage 
with action.

Scalable opportunities
There are over 1.3 bill ion p e ople 

who are off grid all over the world and 

many are in Asia and Africa. Millions 
t u r n  t o  u n h e a l t hy  e n e r g y  s o u rc e s 
l ike dies el ,  generator and keros ene 
lamps, which are costly solutions that 
provide only negligible energy needs

PayGo solar has scalable potential 
in a country where an estimated 70 
million p e ople ac c ording to figures 
given by Yemi Osinbajo, Nigeria’s vice 
president during the launch of Azuri-
powered solar infrastructure in Abuja, 
in February, have no grid connection.

In O ctob er last  year,  Nigeria ap-
proved a draft mini grid policy which 
prov ides for  p ermits  and tariff  ap-
proval pro c e dures,  which will  eas e 
t h e  a d m i n i s t rat i ve  b u r d e n  o n  t h e 
m i n i - gri d  op e rator  a n d  e n s u re  th e 
process of obtaining the permit in a 
timely manner.

It does this by making permit op-
tional for a mini-grid op erator that 
distributes up to 100kW and for out-
put over this amount up to installed 
generation capacity of 1MW, a permit 
will be required yet it will not hamper 
efforts of operators.

“The regulation will minimise risks 
in tariff changes, as tariffs would have 
b e en agre e d in advanc e by the rel-
evant parties, as well as other risks to 
protect consumers and investors,” said 
Haliru Dikko deputy general manager 
in charge of Renewables, Research and 
Development of the Nigerian Electric-
ity Regulatory Commission.

If the policy is approved, thousands 
of investors who are already looking 
to be equity partners in solar projects 
wil l  b e  guarante e d return of  their 
investments. 

Nigeria has demonstrated interest 
in green investing through the issu-
ance of the $100 billion green bond 
which is  b eing delaye d by the pas-
sage of the 2017 Budget to allow for 
subscription by Nigerians.

The concept of 24-hour electricity 
for most people in Nigeria seems too 
good to be true but small scale solar fa-
cilities are already assisting many on 
the lower rungs of the ladder achieve 
this as well improve their quality of 
life and sustain small businesses.



Dogara, Reps offset N3.8m 
medical bills of patients in Bauchi

S
p e a k e r  o f  t h e 
H o u s e  o f  R e p -
r e s e n t a t i v e s , 
Y a k ub u  D o g a ra , 
on Friday visited 

Abubakar Tafawa Balewa 
Teaching Hospital ,  Bau-
chi, where he paid medi-
cal bills of patients run-
ning into millions.

D o g a ra ,  a c c o m p a n i e d 
b y  S e n a t o r s  S u l e i m a n 
Nazif, Ali Wakili and over 
50 members of the House 
of Repres entatives from 
across  the c ountry,  em-
p at h i s e d  w i t h  p at i e n t s 
in different wards in the 
700-bed hospital.

T h e  S p e a ke r  s a i d  t h e 
purpose of his visit to the 
h o s p i t a l  w a s  t o  e x t e n d 
support to people in need, 
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  f a c e 
o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c  re c e s -
sion the country is going 
t h ro u g h  a n d  a s  p a r t  o f 
his free medical outreach 
t o  h i s  p e o p l e  w h i c h  h e 
started last year.

Speaking when he met 
with the management of 
the hospital after a tour 
of the hospital wards, he 
s a i d :  “ Fo r  u s ,  h e a l t h  i s 
very, very important and 
it has been said by those 
who can speak very well 
that health is wealth. As 
a matter of fact, if you put 
money in the hands of a 
s ick p ers on,  the money 
diminishes ,  s o  it  means 
health is the foundation 
of wealth itself. So that’s 
why we decided that this 
will  b e our first p ort of 
call.

“ N o t  b e c a u s e  o f  a ny -
thing, but because of the 
situation we are in as a 
c o u n t r y,  c o u p l e d  w i t h 
the fact that we are just 
smarting out of a very bit-
ing re c ession. We know 
t h e  c o n d i t i o n  i n  w h i c h 
most of the patients will 
b e  in  and i f  you re cal l , 
just last year I had cause 
to s end a team of me di-
c a l  d o c t o r s  w h o  s t aye d 
here for over a we ek in 
o r d e r  t o  at t e n d  t o  t h e 
h e a l t h  n e e d s  a n d  c h a l -
l e n g e s  o f  p e o p l e  a c ro s s 
B a u c h i  S t a t e .  A n d  w e 
had p e ople Kano,  Yob e, 
from the report I got, and 

t h e n  t h e r e  i s  c a s e  o f 
broken leg of N300,000, 
there is  another broken 
leg of a man whos e s on 
was discharged and asked 
to go and look for money 
but he came back.

“We have told him that 
his s on will  b e releas e d 
t o d a y  s o  h e  s h o u l d  b e 
d i s c h a r g e d .  T h e  b i l l  o f 
N200,000 will be settled 
by my good self. We have 
another cas e of  kidney, 
N66,600. That one too we 
will settle, and then the 
p o l i c e  o ff i c e r  t h at  w a s 
shot on duty N200,000, 
w e  w i l l  s e t t l e .  S o  t h at 
b r i n g s  u s  t o  a  t o t a l  o f 
N1,266,600,” Dogara said.

S p e a k i n g  e a r l i e r , 
Abubakar Kadas,  ATBU 
Teaching Hospital’s acting 
chief medical officer, had 
commended the Speaker 
for his  c ontinuous sup-
port to the hospital and 
urged him to continue to 
help them with funding 
of their projects.
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Gombe, Plateau and other 
neigbouring states. Thou-
sands of operations were 
successfully carried out.

“So it in that spirit that 
we came here again, real-
ising that health is wealth 
and the fact that the bulk 
o f  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e 
h e re ,  re a l l y,  c o n s t i t ut e 
our support base as a par-
ty, so it became absolute-
ly necessary for us to pay 
this visit so that we can 
assess the facilities here 
and the working c ondi-
tion in this institute.

“I ’m happy also to an-
nounce that in view of the 
fact that we are putting a 
lot of priority on health, 
I was able to secure some 
level of funding for this 
i n s t i t ut i o n  a n d  Fe d e ra l 
M e d i c a l  C e n t re ,  A z a re , 
which are the only fe d-
eral institutions that we 
have. I summoned the two 
chief medical officers, we 
met in my office in Abuja.

“ I  h a ve  h a n d e d  o ve r 

the allocations to them. It 
is now up to them to de-
cide which critical areas 
they will use the money 
to intervene and we are 
waiting for them so that 
as  s o on as  p ossible ,  the 
projects in Federal Medi-
c a l  C e n t r e ,  A z a r e  a n d 
ATBU teaching hospital 
will be executed.”

Moved by the plight of 
some patients he met and 
i n t e r a c t e d  w i t h  i n  t h e 
wards during his tour, the 
S p eaker ple dge d to p er-
sonally offset the bills of 
five patients which stood 
at N1,266,600. This is in 
addition to N2.5 million 
which the members of the 
N at i o n a l  A s s e mb l y  a n d 
members of the Speaker’s 
contingent donated to off-
set other bills of patients 
at the hospital.

“Let me say that since 
w e  h a ve  s e e n  t h i s  a n d 
p a i d  t h i s  v i s i t ,  w e  h a d 
cause to appeal to some of 
our c olleagues,  together 

with our contingent from 
Bauchi  State in the Na-
tional Ass embly,  that is 
our s enators and entire 
m e m b e r s h i p  f r o m  t h e 
House of Representatives, 
including few of our col-
leagues who resp onde d, 
we were able to put to-
gether, may be more may 
c o m e ,  I  d o n’ t  k n o w  t i l l 
we get back to Abuja, we 
were able to put together, 
the sum of N2.5 million 
to assist patients. It is not 
for the hospital,  it is for 
the patients. I don’t know 
how you will do the math-
ematics. 

“Then, when I was go-
ing round, I made prom-
ises and in line with our 
upbringing, as true sons 
of Bauchi, we don’t lie so 
I will make sure that these 
promis es are re de eme d. 
There is a case, I think a 
case of cancer treatment 
for about 19 weeks, we are 
making it 20 we eks and 
that gives us N500,000, 

Dogara
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Tinubu, Aregbesola, Akeredolu, others say 
restructuring inevitable for Nigeria’s progress

Politics

L-R: Michael Ade-Ojo, chief presenter; Bisi Akande, APC chieftain; Rotimi Akeredolu, governor, Ondo State; J. A. O. Olopade, chairman of the occasion; Alani 
Akinrinade, author; Adedotun Gbadebo, Alake of Egbaland, and Rauf Aregbesola, governor, Osun State, at the launch of the book, ‘Alani Akinrinade: My Dialogue 
with Nigeria’, in Lagos.                                        Pic by Olawale Amoo

T
h e  c a l l  f o r  r e -
s t r u c t u r i n g  o f 
Nigeria dominat-
e d  d i s c o u r s e  o n 
Wednesday in La-

gos,  with many prominent 
N i g e r i a n s  s t r e s s i n g  t h a t 
restructuring is  inevitable 
for the c ountry’s  progress 
and attainment of true na-
tionhood.

Bola Ahmed Tinubu, na-
tional  leader,  All  Progres-
sives Congress (APC),  Gov-
e r n o r  R a u f  A re g b e s o l a  o f 
Osun State, Governor Rotimi 
A ke re d o l u  o f  O n d o  S t at e , 
Ray Ekpu, former editor-in-
chief of Newswatch maga-
z i n e ,  a m o n g  m a ny  o t h e r s 
g at h e r e d  at  t h e  N i g e r i a n 
Institute of International Af-
fairs (NIIA) in Lagos for the 
launch of the b o ok,  ‘Alani 
A k i n r i n a d e :  M y  D i a l o g u e 
with Nigeria’,  als o allaye d 
the fears that restructuring 
would break Nigeria, saying 
it would rather bring about 
the real change the country 
needs. They urged President 
Muhammadu Buhari  to go 
all  out and restructure Ni-
geria.

T h e  b o o k ,  ‘A l a n i  A k i n -
rinade:  My D ialogue with 
Nigeria’, edited by Soji Akin-
rinade, a former editor-in-
c h i e f  o f  N e w s w at c h  m a g -
a z i n e ,  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  b y 
MayFive Media Limited, is 
a  c olle ction of  “the inner-
most thoughts and views of 
Lieutenant-G eneral  Ip o ola 
A l a n i  A k i n r i n a d e ,  fo r m e r 
Chief of D efence Staff and 
pro-demo cracy activist,  on 
true fe deralism in Nigeria 
and how to achieve unity 
that is equitable and benefi-
cial to all Nigerians”.

Tinubu, who was repre-
s e n t e d  b y  h i s  s p o ke s m a n , 
Tunde Rahman, said he re-
m a i n s  a n  a dvo c at e  o f  re -
structuring.

“I believe and support re-
structuring. I also remain a 
true advocate of restructur-
ing and true federalism and 
I will not be found wanting 
when and where the issue 
o f  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  i s  b e i n g 
discussed,” he said.

G o v e r n o r  A r e g b e s o l a , 
who described himself as a 
federalist, said Nigeria was 
t h e  o n l y  f e d e rat i o n  w i t h 
a unitary p olic e and other 
internal s e curity arrange-
ment, insisting that the po-
lice must be restructured as 
a first step.

“Why must the Commis-
sioner of  Pol ic e  in  a  state 

rep ort  only to the Insp e c-
tor-General of Police? Why 
should the CP not take or-
d e r s  f ro m  t h e  z o n a l  c o m -
manders? It is an unconven-
tional arrangement,” he said.

O n  h i s  p a r t ,  G o v e r n o r 
Akeredolu said the time has 
come for proper restructur-
ing of Nigeria, urging Gener-
al Akinrinade to outline his 
views about how it would be 
achieved.

“I  share the view on to-
tal  de c entralization of Ni-
geria ,  I  b el ieve in it  and I 
b elieve the time has c ome 
for proper restructuring in 
this country. I  would argue 
it anywhere, any time and I 
will support it. I also believe 
s t ro n g l y  t h at  w e  h a ve  t o 
work out a master plan on 
restructuring and we have 
to dis c ontinue just talking 
about it,”  he said.

Speaking earlier on behalf 
of MayFive Media Limited, 
Ray Ekpu,  its  chief exe cu-
tive, stressed that whether 
p e ople like d it  or not,  “re-
structuring is an idea whose 
time has come”, adding that 
restructuring would not lead 
to Nigeria’s disintegration.

“Mr President should not 
listen to thos e saying that 
the restructuring of Nigeria 
wil l  lead to  the  c ountry’s 

disintegration.  It  will  not . 
A lot of Nigerians really be-
lieve in Nigeria. The restruc-
turing of Nigeria will bring a 
great positive change to this 
country. This will make the 
President of Nigeria a great 
hero,” he said.

E k p u  s a i d  t h e  4 6 9 - p a g e 
b o o k  i s  a  “c e l e b r at i o n  o f 
a n  e xc e p t i o n a l  m a n”  w h o 
stands  out  for  his  “ frank -
ness, courage, integrity and 
humility” and whose cour-
age and persistent views are 
“borne out of his conviction 
that Nigeria can be great, that 
it can be a nation that works 
instead of one that wobbles”.

He maintained that signs 
of restructuring are already 
everywhere in the country, 
evident in the fact that some 
s t at e s  h a d  s t a r t e d  h av i n g 
their own p olic e and vigi-
lante groups.

A l s o  s p e a k i n g ,  G e n e ra l 
Akinrinade doused the fears 
t h at  re s t r u c t u r i n g  w o u l d 
give birth to disintegration, 
expressing hop e that “this 
c ontribution wil l  halt  the 
journey of  our c ountry to 
perdition”.

H e  s a i d  h i s  f a m i l y  h a d 
been mounting pressure on 
him since 1971 to write his 
memoir, adding that his ini-
tial efforts to put his memoir 

together was consumed by 
f i r e  d u r i n g  t h e  N A D E C O 
struggle.

Akinrinade said he gained 
immeasurably from the coun-
sel of some prominent Nigeri-
ans, such as late Pa Abraham 
Adesanya, late Pa Anthony 
Enahoro, Segun Gbadegesin, 
Kayode Fayemi, Alex Duduy-
emi,  Pastor Tunde Bakare, 
Banji Akintoye, among oth-
ers.

Other  sp eakers ,  includ -
ing B isi  Akande,  founding 
chairman of APC, Gen. Alabi 
Isama (retd),  Prof Adebayo 
Williams, the book reviewer, 
Michael Ade-Ojo, the chief 
presenter, Jonathan A. O. Ola-
pade, chairman of the occa-
sion, Ayo Adebanjo, a leader 
of the Afenifere, Lt-Gen. Ali-
yu Gasau (retd), former Min-
ister of Defence, Maj-Gen. Ike 
Nwachukwu, former foreign 
minister, among others were 
full of glowing tributes for 
Akinrinade for his principled 
stand on national issues. They 
described him as a humble, 
intelligent and nationalistic 
individual committed to the 
progress of the nation, a de-
tribalised Nigerian who has 
been consistent in advocating 
for restructuring, and one of 
the country’s most illustrious 
citizens ever.

CHUKS OLUIGBO

They al l ,  however,  said 
they were still  waiting for 
the retired General’s memoir.

Williams said Akinrinade 
“is a distinguished warrior, 
consummate strategist, mili-
tary philosopher, officer-gen-
tleman, democratic freedom 
fighter, Nigerian nationalist 
and Yoruba patriot”.

He said the book had been 
eagerly awaited for almost 
three decades. 

“ M a n y  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y 
c h i e f t a i n s ,  n o t a b l y  G e n . 
Olusegun Obasanjo, Gen. Da-
vid Jemibewon, Gen. James 
O lu le ye ,  G e n .  A le xa n d a e r 
Madiebo, Brig. Hilary Njoku, 
Majors  Oyewole and Ade-
moyega and a host of others 
have published their mem-
oirs,” Williams said.

“As a pivotal figure during 
the civil war, particularly as 
the top c ommander in the 
run-up of events leading to 
the collapse of Biafra, many 
are of the opinion that these 
accounts cannot be complete 
w i t h o ut  l i s t e n i n g  t o  G e n . 
Akinrinade ’s  ac c ount ,”  he 
added.

The event was a gathering 
o f  p ro m i n e n t  p o l i t i c i a n s , 
r e t i r e d  m i l i t a r y  o ff i c e r s , 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  c a p t a i n s  o f 
i n d u s t r y  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l 
rulers.

…as Akinrinade’s book launched in Lagos
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With ElizabEth archibong

forecourt of the Presidential Villa 
and attend the Jumaat prayers 
together as well as lunch, before 
the last-minute postponement. 
a new date for the visit will be 
announced in due course,” the 
statement read. While we agree 
that the President is human and 
therefore, prone to sickness, it 
is my personal opinion that the 
situation is poorly managed. if 
the President needs more rest 
he can have it, the right way of 
course. but being around and 
allowing nigerians paint the 
wrong picture that he is missing 
is unfair even to himself. he is 
the President and has a capable 
vice that probably would do only 
his bidding, so there should be 
nothing to fear in the handling 
of the affairs of the country in 
his absence or not?

his absence without proper 
reason may soon start to affect 
the confidence of investors (that 
is if it is not the case already) 
and this is not the best. We love 
our President and do not wish 
him bad, it is also not wrong for 
nigerians to want to see their 
President, right?

Just as i was about wrapping 
this up, it was time for the Jumaat 
prayers and viola, the President 
made an entry facing a battery 
of journalists and cameras. he 
looked okay to me, although frail.

although i cannot complete-
ly say what is wrong with the 
President, i cannot deny the fact 
that he didn’t look well, he looked 
very frail but steadied himself 
with the posture of a former 
military officer that he is. in fact, 
i am thinking this is the reason 
the President chose some sort of 
seclusion.

You see, this particular Fri-
day looked like some kind of cer-
emony, everyone rushed out to 
catch a glimpse of the President.

Since taking over the reins 
of government, buhari has 
made it a tradition to pray at the 
aso rock mosque both within 
the week and on Fridays, with 
other Muslim faithful to avoid 
the huge traffic that follows 
his presence at the national 
mosque. however, since his 
return, he has prayed here 
only a few times, mostly on 
Fridays. Some critics have even 
resorted to calling him the “Fri-
day President” since it is almost 
guaranteed he will show up at 
the mosque on Fridays.

So who is hiding the Presi-
dent? i can say that he is just 
keeping away and being behind 
the scenes but from what i saw, 
he really needs the rest. Well, just 
let us agree with lai Mohammed 
that he is resting or

what do you think? Pray for 
your President people, pray. he 
too is human.

 

So, back to Wednesday, it was 
a fight for the President’s aides to 
convince us that all was indeed 
well with the President.

First, it was lai Mohammed 
at the post-FEc meeting briefing. 
before commencing to brief on 
the decisions of the FEc, he im-
mediately set out to address the 
President’s absence. You could 
see he did not want the questions 
coming at him, so better to be on 
the defensive already.

his first comment on the 
matter was that the President 
“was at his office yesterday, and 
he worked at his office yesterday 
(tuesday). a few days before now 
we came out to say he’s been 
asked to take some rest by his 
doctors, and he chose today to 
rest and not to attend the Federal 
Executive council meeting”.

he struggled further to con-
vince us that the President has 
been open about his situation 
all the while by stating upon his 
return that he will be taking it 
easy and later return for further 
treatment.

Whatever is happening to-
day is not any strange develop-
ment, lai Mohammed told per-
plexed and giggling journalists. 
i kept shaking my head even 
as the other ministers on the 
podium with him tried hard to 
conceal their smiles. they saw 
he was struggling alone, in fact, 
they wished they could help him.

We were not so daft, even 
a child could see that he had no 
idea; he was just doing his job as a 
spin doctor. he was very uncon-
vincing, so the questions started 
to pour. at a point when asked if 
it was true that the President was 
now being fed, lai Mohammed 
almost lost it as he replied that 
it is “absolute bunkum”. i pitied 
him at this point. it was hard to 
defend what even you do not 
know about. he couldn’t wait to 
scamper off the podium and out 
of the press gallery.

i can tell you, he has no idea 
where his principal is or what the 
true picture is.

this is the case not only with 
the information Minister, other 
aides of government who i ex-
pect should know, have no idea 
too. i approached them casually 
and asked, please where is the 
President and they replied i wish 
i knew the answer too. nigerians 
are asking for their President 
and there is no one to tell them 
anything. Question is, if you ask 
me, please who do i ask?

on thursday, there was some 
good news that the President 
would be receiving the nigerien 
President, Mahamadou issoufou. 
it was refreshing that at least we 
would get to see the President in 
public for the first time since his 
return, at least besides the FEc 
meeting.

hopes were however, dashed 
when later that night a state-
ment was put out by Presidential 
Spokesman Femi adesina saying 
that the visit had been put off. 
according to the statement, the 
visit was put off at the instance 
of issoufou.

 “all arrangements had been 
concluded for President buhari 
to receive his nigerien counter-
part and his delegation at the 

Buhari is not missing, 
he is just keeping away

n
igeria’s question on 
the whereabouts of 
President Muham-
madu buhari reached 

a crescendo last week when even 
his aides confessed they had no 
idea what’s going on. these are 
aides who, ideally, should have 
an idea of the state of Mr. Presi-
dent health.

and their ignorance was pal-
pable. their countenance gave 
away sentiments of wanting to 
know where the President was 
and if he was doing fine. after 
all, he is their principal. So on 
impulse, they tell the media what 
it wants to hear just to get us off 
their back.

Personally, i am tired of writ-
ing about his absence. but i can’t 
help it.

last week, for a third con-
secutive time, President buhari 
failed to show up at the weekly 
Federal Executive council meet-
ing. and it is beginning to get 
worrisome that since his return 
from medical leave in london 
eight weeks ago, we have only 
seen him at FEc four times, de-
spite the meeting being resched-
uled for 11 a.m. from 10 a.m. his 
last official public function was 
on april 5 at the launch of the 
Economic recovery and growth 
Plan (ErgP). Even then, he was 
visibly frail and was barely au-
dible despite that he spoke into a 
microphone and with a pin drop 
silence at the council chambers 
on the day.

on Wednesday, Vice Presi-
dent Yemi osinbajo looked well 
put together. it was obvious he 
was aware Mr. President would 
not be attending the meeting. 
the meeting began in earnest. 
also, the President’s seat was un-
manned and that was a pointer 
for me. Usually, a security detail 
secures the President’s seat be-
fore his arrival. it didn’t take long 
for the social media to be awash 
with news of the president’s ab-
sence at the meeting. and there 
was no babachir lawal to bully 
everyone around, which was a 
good thing too.

on tuesday, an online me-
dium had reported that the Presi-
dent’s condition had deteriorated 
to a point where he was now 
being aided even to eat. aisha bu-
hari was quickly out on twitter, 
albeit late, trying to salvage the 
public relations mess, saying her 
husband’s illness wasn’t as bad 
as perceived. She added that Mr. 
President met with the attorney 
general and the group Managing 
Director of the nnPc.

but a reliable source in-
formed me that these visits to the 
President were at home and not 
in the office as is customary. this 
brings me to the point of the spin 
doctor spinning off on impulse. 
Penultimate Wednesday when 
the President failed to show up 
at the FEc meeting, information 
Minister lai Mohammed said Mr. 
President needed time to rest and 
that he would be working from 
home, that day. he later said he 
was quoted out of context when 
some reported that the president 
would now be working from 
home. at the end of the day, it 
became clear that he has actually 
been working from home.Muhammad Bello, the FCT Minister

FCTA partners NOA on polio 
eradication, flood control
KEHINDE AKINTOLA

F
ederal capital ter-
ritory adminis-
tration (Fcta) has 
unveiled plans to 

collaborate with the na-
tional orientation agency 
(noa) in its bid to eradicate 
the scourge of poliomyeli-
tis across the territory.

Muhammad bello, the 
Fct Minister, who spoke 
on the partnership during 
an interactive session with 
David Dogo, Fct Director 
of noa, also harped on 
the need for synergy in 
combating threat of flood 
in the imminent rainy 
season and protecting the 
environment.

bello, who commended 
the Fct noa for their 
support to the Fct admin-
istration so far, stressed 
that the administration 
requires the services of 
the agency now more than 
ever before in sensitizing 
the residents, particularly 
the abuja office.

the minister expressed 
the administration’s pre-
paredness to leverage on 
the very wide network 
of the noa in the fight 
against polio following the 
warning from experts that 
Fct was at a high risk of its 

re-emergence.
he pointed out that the 

vulnerability of abuja 
became so pronounced 
because of its position as 
a major hub for travellers 
as well as a safe haven 
for people affected by in-
surgency and militancy 
across the country.

“We will also collabo-
rate with the noa in other 
important areas which 
include a sustained cam-
paign on the protection 
of the sanctity of lives, 
especially that of children 
against harmful tradi-
tions, the environment 
and preservation of the 
abuja Master-plan.

“as you know more 
than i do, change and be-

ing able to inculcate the 
spirit of change in indi-
viduals and communities 
is a very difficult task and 
governance at any level 
cannot really achieve its 
full potentials if you do 
not carry the governed 
along.

“over the last one 
year or so, we’ve tried to 
strengthen institutions 
and the capacities of those 
that man the institutions 
so that we truly deliver 
on our mandates. in trying 
to do so, the greatest chal-
lenges i and my team are 
faced with is, being able to 
reorient people to do what 
is right,” he said.

he reiterated that abu-
ja is the only city in the 
entire federation that is a 
creation of law, noting that 
everything done in abuja 
is governed by one set of 
regulations or the other 
and these regulations are 
clearly enunciated and 
enacted to guide and help 
us run the city.

Earlier in his address, 
the noa Director, David 
Dogo, commended the 
leadership by example 
style of the Minister, say-
ing, “i daresay you are one 
of the leaders who is lead-
ing by example and we 
commend you for that.”

...says Amosun has no anointed candidate for 2019

APC removes chairman in Ogun over 
alleged corruption, anti-party activities

a
t an emer-
gency con-
gress held at 
odeda, the 
e xe c ut i ve 

members of all Progres-
sives congress (aPc) of 
odeda local govern-
ment area in ogun State 
on thursday removed 
the party chairman for 
alleged corruption and 
mismanagement of over 
n2 million meant for par-
ty members in the local 
council.

olawale onaolapo, the 
embattled party chair-
man, was accused of anti-
party activities and clan-
destine meetings with 
factional governorship 
aspirants in addition to 
mismanagement of party 
funds. “the entire odeda 
local government party 
executives want onaol-
apo to go as we are not 
ready to work with him 
anymore”, the executive 
members said.

in a c ommuniqué 
signed by Masud taiwo, 
legal adviser, aPc ogun 
State; Sunday oke, party 
leader; bola lawal, chair-

man, odeda lga; Musiliu 
akindele and Mofoluke 
Soremekun, chairmen, 
opeji and ilugun local 
council Development 
areas; respectively; Ye-
tunde Sogbein-adekambi, 
lawmaker representing 
odeda State constituency, 
olasheu adebayo, consul-
tant on taxation among 
others, the party agreed to 
remove onaolapo for the 
allegations against him.

reading the communi-
qué at the emergency con-
gress, Kayode Sabowale, 
party secretary in odeda 
local government, which 
comprises odeda lg, opeji 
and ilugun local council 
Development areas, de-
clared that the aPc, having 
removed and disowned 

the embattled chairman, 
decided to appoint ayo 
oyenekan, vice chairman, 
to assume the chairman-
ship of the party in acting 
capacity.

the c ommuniqué 
reads,  “ We, the all 
Progressives congress 
members in odeda local 
government, opeji and 
ilugun local council De-
velopment areas hereby 
inform the public that we 
dissociate ourselves from 
the derogatory utterances 
of Wale onaolapo against 
our political party - aPc 
and ibikunle amosun, 
our highly esteemed and 
achieving people’s gov-
ernor.

“it is on record that 
Wale onaolapo has been 
warned verbally and via 
letters by the local and 
ward executives sever-
ally, and all interventions 
and warnings from elders, 
leaders, party members 
and the good people of old 
odeda local government 
to redress and redeem his 
ways and attitudes, as 
regards mismanagement 
of party funds, sectional 
meetings, anti-party ac-
tivities, but all these have 
not been adhered to.

John Odigie-Oyegun, national 
chairman of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC)

RAZAQ AYINLA
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I 
wish to dedicate this week’s 
column to Rt. Honourable 
Kayode Oladele, chairman, 
House Committee on Finan-

cial Crimes, who I can best de-
scribed as the ‘Lone Voice in the 
wilderness’ during the debate 
on the Bill for an Act to repeal 
the Miscalleneous Offences Act, 
Cap. M17, Laws of the Federation 
of Nigeria, 2004 and for other 
related matters, sponsored by 
Hon. Idris Ahmed Wase.

Oladele’s doggedness and 
his consistency in drawing the 
attention of the entire House 
to the import of scrapping the 
law which provides for punitive 
measures or call it stiffer punish-
ments ranging from 10 years 
imprisonment to life imprison-
ment for anyone found culpable 
and guilty of any offences both-
ering on economic sabotage, 
forgery, corruption, destruction 
of infrastructure and public fa-
cilities, among others, drew my 
attention to the need to archive 
what played out in the Lower 
Hallowed Chamber on such 
a day like that: Thursday, 4th 
May, 2017.

Even Mr. Speaker Yakubu 
Dogara who presided over the 
session, though gave room for 

the Ogun lawmaker who ex-
pressed his views twice, how-
ever noted that the House is in 
order to get the bill repealed. 
The argument pushed by other 
lawmakers including: Hons. 
Leo Ogor (PDP-Delta), Ossai 
Nicholas Ossai (PDP-Delta), 
Bode Ayorinde (APC-Ondo), 
Simon Arabo (PDP-Kaduna), 
Sadiq Ibrahim (APC-Adamawa), 
Jide Jimoh (APC-Lagos), who 
described the Miscalleneous 
Offences Act as one of those 
obsolete laws which the Law 
Reform Committee worked on.

For the sake of Nigerians 
whom the federal lawmakers 
represent, it will be more prof-
itable for them to look at how 
this particular Act in question 
will help boost the ongoing fight 
against corruption and Ease of 
Doing Business in the country 
rather than working towards 
whittling-down the powers 
of the anti-graft and security 
agencies.

Scrutinising the provisions of 
the Miscalleneous Offences Act, 
I discovered that it addressed 
holistically issues relating to 
‘Forging and uttering negotiable 
instruments’ such as cheque, 
promissory note or other nego-

tiable instrument whether in 
Nigeria or elsewhere; as well as 
any false representation or with 
intent to defraud the Federal, 
State or Local Governments. 
Of course, anyone pronounced 
guilty of the offence shall be 
liable on conviction to imprison-
ment for a term not exceeding 
21 years without the option of 
a fine.

It also comes with life im-
prisonment for anyone who 
willfully or maliciously sets fire 
to any public building, dwelling 
house, office or structure what-
soever, whether completed or 
not, occupied or not; or any ves-
sel, ship, aircraft, railway track 
or wagon, or vehicle; or any 
mine or the working, fittings, or 
appliances of a mine.

For those involved in the 
one of the most thriving illicit 
business in the oil producing 
region of Nigeria and other 
parts, the Act takes care of all 
forms of ‘Unlawful destruction 
of highways, tampering with oil 
pipeline whether by indulging 
in breaking, damaging, discon-
nectiin or tampering with any 
pipe or pipeline for the trans-
portation of crude oil or refined 
oil or gas; or obstructs, damages, 

destroys or otherwise tampers 
or interferes with the free flow 
of any crude oil or refined pe-
troleum product through any 
oil pipeline, shall be guilty of an 
offence and liable on conviction 
to be sentenced to imprison-
ment for life.

Similar crimes such as im-
porting or exporting of mineral 
or mineral ore as well as unlaw-
fully disconnection, removal, 
damaging, tampering, meddling 
with or in any way whatso-
ever interferes with any plant, 
works, cables, wire or assembly 
of wires designed or used for 
transforming or converting 
electricity under the Act attract 
life imprisonment. In the same 
vein, those involved in unlaw-
ful exportation of commodity

Selling prohibited goods, 
cheating at examination; of-
fence by body corporate, evi-
dence of accomplices; adultera-
tion of petroleum product, food, 
drink, drug, medical preparation 
or any manufactured or pro-
cessed product whatsoever so 
as to affect or change materially 
the quality, substance, nature 
or efficacy of such petroleum, 
petroleum product, food, drink, 
drug, medical preparation or 

manufactured or processed 
product, intending to sell same 
as petroleum, petroleum prod-
uct, food, drink, drug, medical 
preparation or manufactured 
or processed product, as the 
case may be, without notice to 
the purchaser were taken care 
by the Act.

On this note and for the 
sake of the generations unborn, 
our lawmakers need to have a 
rethink on their hard stance to 
ensure that they live worthy 
legacy under this democratic 
dispensation.

‘Lone voice in the wilderness’

AssemblyWatch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

W
ere it left to me 
to decide whether 
we should have a 
government with-

out newspapers, or newspapers 
without a government, I should 
not hesitate a moment to prefer 
the latter,” these were the words 
of former American President 
Thomas Jefferson.

While the third United States 
President opted for media without 
government, thus emphasising the 
importance of the Press in society, 
Clerk of the Senate, Nelson Oye-
woh, preferred the contrary, as he 
barred seven television stations 
from covering plenary at the upper 
legislative chamber last week.

The development happened 
11 days after the Chief Security 
Officer to President Muhammadu 
Buhari, Bashir Abubakar, expelled 
the State House correspondent 
of Punch Newspaper, Olalekan 
Adetayo, over a story on the Presi-
dent’s state of health and 24 hours 
after the World Press Freedom Day.

This followed a similar move 
in January when the number of 
cameramen and photojournalists 
covering the Senate were reduced 
from about 40 to 13. Not done yet, 
the number was trimmed down 
to six on Thursday, effectively 
barring broadcast stations like 

Murhi International Television 
(MiTv), Ben Television, Core Tele-
vision, Peoples Television, DTN, 
Independent Television and Galaxy 
Television.

Consequently, the six media 
houses accredited to cover pro-
ceedings but later boycotted in 
solidarity with those not allowed 
into the chamber include Africa 
Independent Television (AIT), Ni-
gerian Television Authority (NTA), 
Channels Television, Silverbird 
Television, Television Continental 
(TVC) and New Age Media.

Officials have attributed the 
arrangement as part of efforts to 
‘decongest’ the Senate and establish 
an atmosphere of orderliness in the 
chamber.

If the move is aimed at easing 
out ‘small’ media organisations, it 
is dead on arrival because what 
you call ‘small’ media organisation 
is like a rejected stone becoming 
corner stone. The news of former 
Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives, Salisu Buhari, who 
was discovered to have forged his 
university certificate from Toronto 
University, was first broken by a 
relatively unknown newspaper.

In all, the move is part of a 
grand plan to eventually kick out 
all broadcast stations to pave mo-
nopoly for National Assembly Tele-
vision Station which has gulped 
into billions of naira, with the sole 
rights to cover plenary and send 
feeds to other television stations. 
This obviously, is with the aim of 
canvassing for increased budgetary 
provision for this purpose, thus cre-
ating avenue for ‘food for the boys’.

One ironic thing about our 
leaders is that if they want to 
carry out  unfavourable policies or 
programmes they are quick to cite 
what obtains in other countries 

but the same individuals refuse to 
copy the monumental projects they 
see abroad for the benefit of their 
people back home.

For instance, the Senate bureau-
cracy said its decision was based on 
the fact that there is no parliament 
in the world where cameramen 
are allowed into the chamber. 
They forget that such legislative 
bodies have functional central 
pool units where professional and 
experienced broadcast cameramen 
using latest television technolo-
gies such as Ultra High Definition 
cameras operate to deliver quality 
feeds. Such equipment are yet to 
be installed in the Senate, neither 
are there requisite broadcast pro-
fessionals to man them. An official 
attributed it to lack of funds. But 
why put the cart before the horse 
when the institution is yet to put 
its house in order?

Commissioned by former Head 
of State Abdulsalami Abubakar on 
May 25, 1999, the hallowed cham-
ber of the upper legislative body 
and Press Centre are not media-
friendly, as they are not equipped 
with 21st Century gadgets that 
make the work of a media worker 
easier. Not even a facility like Wi-
Fi is available for journalists to do 
their job anymore.

The development also occurred 
24 hours after Senate President 
Bukola Saraki, assured Senate cor-
respondents, as part of activities 
commemorating the World Press 
Freedom Day, of unfettered access 
to information to carry out their 
constitutional duties. His visit to 
the Press Centre was the third time 
he met with journalists since his 
election as Senate President at the 
June 9, 2015 election. The question 
then arises: was the Senate Presi-
dent playing to the gallery?

Even cameramen from the six 
accredited media houses have also 
complained that in the new order, 
they were asked to stay in obscure 
positions in the chamber while 
covering proceedings. They said 
the position would only enable 
them capture the front view of Sen-
ate President Bukola Saraki while 
other lawmakers would be filmed 
from their back. No human wants 
to be shown on national television 
talking with his back and not his 
face, being shown on air.

I also gathered that the National 
Assembly bureaucracy is set to ex-
tend the order to print journalists, 
with a view to achieving media 
censorship and avoiding negative 
stories. This signals a subtle return 
to military era where the Press was 
gagged under draconian decrees.

Feelers from the House of Rep-
resentatives and Villa also suggest 
that their Press associations are 
ready to join the Senate Press Corps 
in solidarity.

Following media backlash, 
the Senate leadership through its 
spokesperson, Aliyu Sabi Abdul-
lahi, reached out to the Senate Press 
Corps executive last Friday, leading 
to a scheduled peace meeting with 
the National Assembly bureau-
cracy on Monday to resolve the 
issue ahead of plenary on Tuesday.

But events at the May Day rally 
in Abuja last week Monday, where 
Senate President Bukola Saraki, 
Speaker House of Representatives 
Yakubu Dogara and Labour Minis-
ter Chris Ngige were chased out of 
Eagles Square, signalled the fate of 
most politicians as the 2019 general 
election draws near.

On Tuesday, Senate President 
referred the screening of 27 nomi-
nees as Resident Electoral Commis-
sioners for Independent National 

Electoral Commission (INEC) to its 
Committee on INEC.

The panel, which will be chaired 
by Suleiman Nazif, has two weeks 
to submit its report.

The nominees include: Godswill 
Obioma (Abia), Ibrahim Abdul-
lahi (Adamawa), Ahmad Makama 
(Bauchi), James Apam (Benue), 
Mike Igini (Delta), Nkwachukwu 
Orji (Ebonyi), Illoh Joseph Chuks 
(Enugu), Hussaini Halilu Pai (FCT), 
Sadiq Abubakar Musa (Kaduna), 
Jibrin Ibrahim Zarewa (Kano), As-
mau Sani Maikudi (Katsina).

Others are: Mahmuda Isah 
(Kebbi),  Samuel Egwu (Kogi), Rufus 
Akeju (Lagos), Mustapha Zubairu 
(Niger), Agboke Mutiu Olaleke 
(Ogun), Sam Olugbadebo Olume-
kun (Ondo), AbdulGaniyu Olay-
inka Taju (Oyo), Riskuwa Shehu (So-
koto), Kasim Gana Geidam (Yobe), 
Ahmad Bello Mahmud (Zamfara), 
Nentawe Goshwe Yilwatda (Pla-
teau), Umar Ibrahim (Taraba), Fran-
cis Chukwuemeka Ezeonu (Anam-
bra), Emeka Ononamadu Joseph 
(Imo), Obo Effanga (Cross River) and 
Briyai Frankland (Baylesa).

The Senate had on March 28, 
2017, suspended the screening and 
confirmation of the 27 RECs sent 
to it by President Muhammadu 
Buhari as a result of the failure of 
the President to remove the Acting 
Chairman of the Economic and Fi-
nancial Crimes Commission (EFCC), 
Ibrahim Magu.

However, it rescinded its decision 
on Tuesday May 2, even as Senate 
President explained that this was 
done in the interest of the nation.

With frequent postponements 
trailing the passage of the 2017 
budget, Nigerians are waiting to see 
if the Senate will keep to its promise 
of passing the appropriation bill 
this week.

Like Villa, like Senate
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Ikorodu killings, the police and the fall of Mighty

R
ecently, Ikorodu area 
of Lagos was thrown 
i n t o  c o n f u s i o n  a s 
suspected militants 
struck at Woodland 

Estate area, Ishawo in Ikorodu. At 
the end of it all, two soldiers and 
five policemen were reportedly 
killed by the supposed militants. 
According to reports, the gallant 
security operatives were killed after 
effectively rescuing kidnapped 
victims kept in the creeks of Ikorodu 
by the militants. 

While commiserating with 
families of the fallen officers, Lagos 
State Commissioner for Information 
and Strategy, Mr. Steve Ayorinde, 
reassured the public that every 
effort would be made to ensure 
their killers are nabbed and made 
to face the full wrath of the law. 
Ayorinde further affirmed that 
rather than unnerve the State 
Government, the unfortunate 
Ishawo incidence would further 
reinforce government’s resolve to 
go after criminal elements and their 
collaborators.

Barely a few days after making 
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that declaration, the Nigerian Police 
revealed that the mastermind of 
the Ikorodu killings, Endurance 
Ominisan, aka Mighty has been 
killed in a gun battle with the police. 
According to reports, Ominisan, a 
native of Arogbo in Ondo State, was 
arrested by men of the Inspector 
General of Police Intelligence 
Response Team (IGP IRT) during a 
battle with the police in Lagos. He 
eventually died as a result of severe 
wounds he sustained courtesy a 
fierce gun duel with the police. Before 
his death, Ominisan reportedly 
confessed that he led the gang that 
killed the  two soldiers and five 
policemen  at Ishawo. He equally 
allegedly confessed to being the 
mastermind of the kidnap of Oniba 
of Iba, kidnap of Turkish school girls 
among numerous others.

  Ominisan was trailed to the 
apartment he purportedly rented 
for his girlfriend at Ibeshe area of 
Ikorodu. To forestall any hope of 
his escape, the IRT team reportedly 
cordoned off the house and its entire 
environs. In an attempt to escape 
being caught, Ominisan took refuge 
at the roof of the building where, 
using his pistol, he began to fire 
several shots at the IRT team.

 He, however, fell to the superior 
firing power of the IRT team as he was 
fatally injured. Weak and worn out, 
Ominisan was brought down from 
the roof of the house and rushed to 
General Hospital, Ikorodu where he 

later died. Items recovered from him 
include a pistol with serial number 
12TF00126 with four expended and 
five live ammunition. With the vital 
information he spilled out before his 
death, the police are currently making 
efforts to crackdown on his remaining 
gang members.

In-spite of the commendable 
exploit of getting rid of ‘Mighty’ 
Ominisan, it is gratifying to note 
that the police and other security 
operatives aren’t in any way resting 
on their oars. In a bid to ensure that 
the entire creeks around Ikorodu 
and its environs are completely free 
of the likes of Ominisan, officers 
and men of the Lagos State Police 
command, led by the Lagos State 
Commissioner of Police, Mr. Fatai 
Owoseni recently invaded and utterly 
destroyed criminal hideouts across 
Ikorodu creeks. In the process, some 
criminals were apprehended and 
investigations are ongoing to see 
discover their level of involvements in 
criminal activities in the area.

It should be stressed that the multi 
dimensional approach of security 
operatives to tackling the nuisance of 
criminals across creeks in Lagos and 
its environs is undoubtedly yielding 
creditable results. It will be recalled 
that the Operation Awatse (Awatse 
is an Hausa word for scatter), a joint 
Task Force deployed to take care of 
the activities of militants and vandals 
around the creek of Lagos and Ogun 
states, have been working tirelessly 
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to eliminate criminals and prevent 
criminal activities across the creeks of 
the two states . On several occasions, 
in 2016, officers and men of the joint 
Task Force struck and destroyed quite 
a number of notorious camps and 
apprehended many criminals.

In most cases, we are often too 
quick to condemn security operatives 
for their slothfulness in apprehending 
criminals. But then, the truth is that 
the police like every other state’s 
institution are a part of the larger 
society and as such is not immune 
from the fallouts of major societal 
challenges. Therefore, they should be 
encouraged by all sundry in the risky 
task of securing the citizenry.

The Ikorodu killings call attention 
to the urgent need to empower 
youths across the country. Hence, 
faith based organisations, key social-
cultural bodies, related government 
agencies and other youth based 
stakeholders should continue invest 
in the development of the youth. This 
is the best way to safeguard the future 
of our beloved country.

 Equally, all the partners of the 
Lagos State Security Trust Fund 
must not relent in their efforts 
towards continuously equipping 
and empowering the Lagos State 
Police Command in the onerous task 
of checkmating criminals in the State.

  Public security cannot be 
truly obtained without the active 
involvement, participation and 
support of everyone in the society.
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As African women leading 
influential and impact-driven 
organizations – the  Ecobank 

Foundation and the African Leaders 
Malaria Alliance  (ALMA) – we 
are passionate about building a 
prosperous, inclusive, and sustainable 
African economy. But achieving that 
goal requires accelerating progress 
toward eradicating the diseases that 
continue to deplete our communities 
of their most valuable resource: healthy 
people. One such disease is malaria.

To be sure, Africa has lately made 
significant progress in combating 
malaria. From 2010 to 2015, as part of 
the global Millennium Development 
Goals, the continent reduced the 

I
n most gatherings of experts 
in the travel & hospitality 
industry, tourism as a tool 
in diversifying the Nigerian 
economy has received the 

most attention and provoked lots 
of intellectual comments. This is 
not surprising at all considering the 
huge potential that this particular 
sector possesses. In most developed 
and developing countries, tourism 
has enriched the economies of 
these countries thus becoming 
one of the major sources of income 
and a pillar of commerce. The 
decision to grow tourism into a 
consistent and sustainable means 
of income by these countries and to 
make it appealing to inbound and 
outbound tourists was not arbitrary, 
but rather deliberate and planned. 
Without a doubt, other countries 
like Nigeria are amazed to see the 
attendant economic implications 
this sector has birth.

We can achieve this feat or even 
better than these countries. We have 
an advantage: our population. In 
fact, if we can sell tourism to just 
Nigerians to a point where they can 
see the value proposition, it might 
become optional to sell to foreign 

Uniting against malaria
Visionary Voices!

Understanding the economics of tourism in Nigeria
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malaria incidence rate (the number 
of new infections) by 21% and malaria 
deaths by 31%.

But malaria remains a serious threat 
to the wellbeing of millions of Africans. 
In 2015, an  estimated 212 million 
people contracted malaria worldwide, 
with 47% of cases concentrated in just 
six African countries. An estimated 
429,000 people – mostly children 
under five years of age – died from 
malaria that year, with 92% of those 
deaths occurring in Africa and 40% 
occurring in just two countries, Nigeria 
and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. There is, therefore, an urgent 
need to accelerate progress – and end 
malaria for good.

This is both a moral and economic 
imperative. Preventable illnesses and 
deaths limit the ability of communities 
to contribute to Africa’s much-
needed economic transformation. 
I n  m a n y  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s , 
malaria reduces GDP growth by one 
percentage point per year. The effort 
to end malaria can therefore not be 
separated from the effort to ensure 
prosperity across Africa.

The Copenhagen Consensus 
think tank estimates that every dollar 

tourists. Majority of the countries 
benefiting from tourism revenue 
such as Kenya, South Africa, 
Seychelles etc. do not have the kind 
of population density that Nigeria 
has. In fact, the total inhabitants of 
some of the countries only equal the 
total population of Lagos dwellers – 
which is over 20 million. So, we have 
the numbers, and the percentage 
of our population that has the 
purchasing power for tourism is 
above 30%, out of over 180 million 
Nigerians.

No n e t h e l e s s,  i n f l u e n c i n g 
the government at the central 
to earmark some budget for the 
growth of this sector in the yearly 
fiscal budget might seem to be a 
herculean task. The reason is simple: 
we’re an oil-dependent economy. 
But the reality is hitting us hard in 
the face. The last few months have 
helped us as a country to reevaluate 
our sheer reliance on crude oil. 
Matter-of-factly, the government 
must have learnt a great lesson from 
the recession: dependency on one 
major source of income is bad for a 
growing economy like ours with a 
population that grows on an average 
of 2.3% yearly. We are yet to develop 
another sector to have little parity in 
terms of revenue being generated 
compared with the oil & gas sector. 
Exactly why we felt the pangs of the 
recession when it came through.

It’s very heart-warming to see 
that the government of the day 
is now tilting its focus towards 
expanding and developing other 
sectors that can ultimately support 

No single African country can 
reliably eliminate malaria so long as 
the disease remains rampant among 
its neighbors. Malaria does not, after 
all, respect borders. That is why it is 
vital for African governments to work 
together, using every tool at their 
disposal, to achieve comprehensive 
malaria control, pre-elimination, and, 
ultimately, elimination.

ALMA – a coalition of 49 African 
heads of state and government working 
to eliminate malaria by 2030 – aims to 
advance precisely such cooperation, 
by focusing on accountability and 
action at the national, regional, 
and global levels. ALMA provides 
management tools, such as the 
scorecard for accountability and 
action, that help to track progress, 
identify obstacles and bottlenecks, 
and advance solutions. These tools 
are versatile and adaptable throughout 
the continent. Where needed, ALMA 
has provided support to address 
challenges directly with countries, in 
cooperation with partners, or through 
results-based management structures.

The Ecobank Foundation is also 
doing its part : its investment of 
both cash and in-kind services and 

very strong and effective partnership 
- to use comparative advantage in 
film production through Nollywood 
- to promote tourism in the country. 
Although this is the first-of-its-kind 
partnership, the minister believes 
that this will push tourism from the 
back-burner to the mainstream of 
our economy. Promoting tourism 
through Nollywood is by far a great 
idea, considering it is one of our 
biggest exports to Africa and the 
world. So, there is no doubt that if 
well implemented and monitored, 
the impact will be great.

To make tourism profitable 
in Nigeria, there is a need for 
collaboration between the private 
sector and the government. The 
minister couldn’t have emphasized 
this more. In fact, government 
should only be involved at the initial 
stage of any tourism programme. 
For sustenance and continuity, it 
should be private sector led.

The former governor of Cross 
Rivers state, Liyel Imoke who was 
the guest speaker at the AGM 
used his state’s tourism success 
story as a case study to illustrate 
how to make tourism work within 
the Nigerian economic space. His 
hands-on experience added weight 
to his presentation. He cited the 
success of the Calabar International 
Festival which was created by 
his predecessor Donald Duke to 
buttress the claim that tourism has 
a higher chance of surviving and 
becoming the country’s mainstay. 
“With the right policy, vision, 
infrastructure, and attitude, tourism 

training have enhanced the impact 
of the Global Fund partnership in 
Africa. By helping to strengthen the 
financial-management capabilities of 
grant recipients in Nigeria, Senegal, 
and South Sudan, the foundation 
is unlocking funding for health 
programs in those countries – and is 
now expanding its support to Chad 
and Zambia.

And there is more. Through its 
digital financial platform, the Ecobank 
Foundation is leveraging its presence 
to bring in new funding for the fight 
against malaria. And it is raising 
awareness as well, among its own 
staff and other stakeholders, of how to 
support malaria prevention, including 
through mosquito nets and a clean 
environment.

The goal of eradicating malaria in 
our lifetime may sound ambitious, 
but it is achievable. Together, Africa’s 
governments and private sector can 
produce the investment and action 
needed to stop the disease for good – 
and ensure greater prosperity across 
the continent.

(C): Project Syndicate

will become the country’s major 
revenue earner,” he said.

Two of the several challenges 
forestalling the growth of the 
sector are: duplicity of festivals & 
misrepresentation of Nigeria by 
Nigerians. Since the successful 
launch and continuity of the 
Calabar International Festival, 
we have witnessed the launch of 
similar carnival/festival in some 
states. For instance, there’s Abuja 
Carnival, Port Harcourt Carnival 
(Carniriv), Akwa Ibom Festival, and 
many more. While it is laudable 
to have these many festivals or 
carnivals, it’s important to verify 
the success rates of these festivals. 
It appears that Calabar Festival 
is still the only successful and 
consistent festival. It is indeed 
imperative for these festivals to be 
harmonized to stimulate patronage 
and reduce confusion associated 
with simultaneous holding of 
festivals in the country.

Lastly, fellow Nigerians, we too 
have a lot to do in consolidating the 
efforts of the various government 
parastatals in pushing the frontier of 
our tourism industry forward. Our 
major role will include representing 
and speaking well of Nigeria. This 
appears to be our greatest problem. 
We should stop running down 
our country especially those in 
diaspora. If we continue, foreigners 
– as much as we do not want to 
rely on their patronage – will be 
dissuaded from coming to visit our 
tourism sites. it’s crucial we start 
speaking well of our country.
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invested in ending malaria yields 
$36 in economic returns. To reap 
these benefits, African countries 
must increase domestic-resource 
mobilization substantially. Africa’s 
private sector, in particular, has a 
crucial role to play in developing 
innovative solutions that address 
malaria’s growing resistance to existing 
drugs, as well as mosquitoes’ growing 
resistance to insecticides. Moreover, 
the private sector can help to address 
inefficiencies in supply-chain 
management and logistics, thereby 
facilitating distribution of insecticides 
and long-lasting insecticidal nets.

Of course, even with private-
sector investment, progress toward 
eradicating malaria in Africa will be 
uneven, not least because different 
countries are at different points on 
the path. Senegal – where the share 
of malaria-related outpatient visits 
fell from 36% in 2001 to just 3.3% 
last year – is now on track to achieve 
so-called pre-elimination by 2020. 
Meanwhile, other African countries 
– such as Angola and Somalia – are 
struggling to make any progress at all, 
as indicated in the ALMA scorecard for 
accountability and action.

our mainstay. The recent comments 
of the Minister of Information, 
Culture & Tourism, Lai Mohammed 
at the Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) of the Nigerian Association 
o f  Tou r  O p e rat o r s  ( NATO P ) 
that is being led by Nkereuwem 
Onung, reassured all in attendance 
that tourism has now become a 
focal point for the government. 
According to the minister, policies 
at all levels have now been put in 
place to engender tourism growth. 
For instance, the committee on the 
Presidential Council on Tourism 
has been resuscitated. This is to 
engender the rapid development of 
the sector through policy directions. 
The committee will see to the 
implementation of the tourism 
roadmap and the festival calendar.

Also, policies on issuance of visas 
have been reviewed. Now, it will 
only take 48 hours to issue visas to 
foreign tourists who are interested 
in exploring our tourism sites. In 
addition, several partnership deals 
are being sought and relevant 
agencies involved in brokering the 
partnerships have since swung into 
action. Suffice to say, in the next 
couple of months, the narrative will 
no doubt be positive.

Something very interesting 
that the minister hinted on is the 
tripartite partnership involving the 
Ministry, the UN World Tourism 
Organisation (UNWTO) and global 
news leader, CNN. The objective of 
the partnership is to leverage on 
Nollywood to promote tourism in 
Nigeria. He described the move as a 
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R
egional economic 
integration is not 
a new thing. This is 
basically because 

no state or country can 
claim to be self-sufficient. 
This reality is what gives 
rise to economic interde-
p endenc e and c o op era-
tion among nations/states. 
Across the world, nations 
have always seen the need 
to join forces so as to lever-
age the economic advan-
tages within and among 
the cooperating nations. 
It is this joining of forces 
that has given rise to such 
regional economic blocs 
as the Economic Commu-
nity of West African States 
(ECOWAS), the European 
Union (EU), Union of South 
American Nations (UN-
ASUR), Southern African 
Development Community 
(SADC), Economic Com-
munity of Central African 
States (ECCAS), Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC), 
the Arab League, among 
others .  While  s ome of 
these have been fully in 
operation for many years, 
with verifiable qualitative 
achievements, some are 
still being proposed.

What the above dem-

Nigeria’s South-East and need for 
regional integration

onstrates is the impera-
tiveness of economic co-
operation. And, as Ngila 
Mwase, an analyst, said of 
the African region, “Suc-
cessful regional economic 
cooperation and integra-
tion can help the region 
attain greater economies of 
scale, rationalise location 
of industries and other eco-
nomic entities, encourage 
specialisation in produc-
tion, enhance industrial 
efficiency and reduce both 
transport and transaction 
costs and, in turn, the costs 
of doing business.” This 
is applicable not only to 
Africa but also to all other 
regions wishing to pursue 
economic cooperation and 
integration.

In Nigeria ,  analysts 
have continued to empha-
sise that the nation devel-
oped at a greater pace dur-
ing the era of regions than 
in the present era of states. 
Joe Keshi, director general 
of the BRACED Commis-
sion, for instance, said in 
a paper presented at the 
recently concluded South-
South Economic Summit: 
“Both pre- and immediate 
post-independent Nigeria 
operated a regional struc-
ture that allowed each of 
the regions to grow and 
develop at its own pace 
and capability. The healthy 
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competition among the 
regions, the various re-
gional agendas, and the 
level of economic develop-
ment were responsible for 
the huge optimism about 
Nigeria in the 1960s. The 
balkanisation of Nigeria 
under military rule, the 
creation of states, many 
with very limited capac-
ity to suc c e e d without 
the Federal Government, 
and the revenue sharing 
formula have made it im-
perative that each state, 
each geographical region 
or zone must be strategic 
in the choices they make 
for the future of both the 
states and the country at 
large.”

Beyond this, he made 
reference to “the force of 
economic regionalism that 
is impelling the creation of 
powerful economic blocs 
within countries, between 
neighbouring countries, 
and even among countries 
in different continents”, 
which presents solution to 
the inadequacies thrown 
up by current global and 
national political struc-
tures.

In line with this think-
ing, in many parts of the 
country, states are already 
integrating along regional 
lines.  The states of the 
South-West have come to-

gether under the Develop-
ment Agenda for Western 
Nigeria (DAWN), while the 
South-South states have 
launche d the BRACED 
(Bayelsa,  Rivers,  Akwa 
Ibom, Cross River, Edo and 
Delta) Commission. Some 
northern states are also 
reported to be mooting 
the idea.

O n e  i s  t h e r e f o r e 
shocked to hear Martin 
Elechi,  governor of Eb-
onyi State, being quoted 
as calling on the Igbo to 
shun the calls for South-
East regional economic 
integration. According to 
the report, Elechi stated 
in a radio programme on 
Ebonyi Broadcasting Cor-
poration (EBBC) that each 
state in the South-East has 
its peculiar challenges and 
e c onomic ne e ds which 
may not be in tandem with 
what other states may 
need, pointing out that it 
was better for each state 
to identify its peculiarities 
and go for them.

If the governor actually 
made the above statement, 
then it is very unfortu-
nate. But his apprehen-
sion is easy to understand. 
He is afraid of losing his 
‘sovereignty’. It is a gen-
eral feeling among many 
South-East leaders who 
are always more interested 
in carving out and main-
taining ‘little fiefdoms’ for 
themselves, where they 
would be the sole sover-
eigns wielding unchal-
lenged authority, rather 
than working for the good 
of the greater majority. 
It was probably the same 
sentiment that drove The-
odore Orji of Abia State to 
sack non-Abians – fellow 
Ndigb o at that – in his 
state civil service: to show 
the world that he is the 
‘Unchallenged Lord of the 
Abia Ring’.

Be that as it may, some 
points can bear to be made 
here. While Governor El-
echi and others who wish 
to are free to argue as much 

as they like about the pecu-
liarities of the individual 
states of the South-East, 
they should not forget that 
prior to 1967, the entire 
areas that make up the 
present day South-East 
Nigeria and parts of the 
South-South were one enti-
ty: Eastern Nigeria. When 
Yakubu Gowon carried out 
the first ever state creation 
exercise in Nigeria in 1967, 
he excised the minority 
areas of Eastern Nigeria 
from the Igbo speaking ar-
eas and the remaining part 
– today’s Anambra, Imo, 
Abia, Enugu and Ebonyi 
States – was called East 
Central State. Murtala Mo-
hammed in 1976 gave Nige-
ria 19 states. That exercise 
split the East Central State 
into two – Anambra and 
Imo. Subsequent state cre-
ation exercise by Ibrahim 
Babangida carved Enugu 
out of Anambra and Abia 
out of Imo; and finally, Sani 
Abacha in 1996 created 
Ebonyi out of Abia and 
Enugu. So, without doubt, 
the entire area that makes 
up today’s South-East is es-
sentially one entity, homo-
geneous in all aspects, with 
only observable dialectal 
differences. As a result, 
integration is only natural 
to the region.

To say that the states of 
the South-East need eco-
nomic integration as much 
as other regions of the 
country – or even more so 
– is merely stating the obvi-
ous. There is no doubt that 
the South-East is among 
the least developed areas 
of the country – if not the 
very least – in terms of 
infrastructure, which is 
worsened by the virtual 
absence of federal proj-
ects in the region. This is 
one reason the Igbo of the 
South-East are scattered 
in all parts of Nigeria and 
the world where they con-
tribute immeasurably to 
development, while their 
home region remains a 
backwater. Joining forces 

The inequality created 
by lack of affordable 
housing in Nigeria plac-

es a moral obligation on all 
housing stakeholders to use 
every tool at their disposal 
to find solutions to provid-
ing access to sustainable and 
affordable housing finance.

Nigeria has heavy hous-
ing burden with a unchang-
ing deficit estimated at 17 
million units. It also has low 
home-ownership level put at 
a little above 10 percent. All 
these easily find explanation 
in the country’s mortgage 
system that has remained a 
fledgling, liquidity-squeezed 
and unable to fund even low 
cost housing.

The coming of the Ni-
gerian Mortgage Refinance 
Company (NMRC), a second-
ary mortgage institution that 
is private sector-driven with 
the public purpose of devel-
oping the primary and sec-
ondary mortgage markets by 
raising long‐term funds from 
the domestic capital market 
as well as foreign markets 
for providing accessible and 
affordable housing in Nigeria, 
was aimed to address this 
problem.

For the mortgage banks, 
the new system allows them 
to begin to manage their own 
systems by themselves using 
the uniform underwriting 
standards which NMRC has 
produced and, with that, they 
can evaluate their applica-
tions based on the underwrit-
ing standard.

It is hoped that the use of 
these systems, especially the 
MMIP, for federal and state 
governments mortgage asset 
registry will reduce cost of 
homeownership; eliminates 
breaks in the chain of title; 
improve hard naira savings 
on each loan for homeowners 
and lenders, and reveal iden-
tity of servicer and investor 
available to homeowners via 
phone or internet.

Government’s attempts 
at addressing the country’s 
housing problem with the 
establishment of both the 
Federal Mortgage Bank of 
Nigeria (FMBN) and Nation-
al Housing Fund (NHF) to 
provide low interest rate 
mortgage for people to build 
or buy houses, have been 
anything but successful.

But the last two years 
have seen spirited efforts by 
the new refinance company 
to not only reposition the 
country’s mortgage sector, 
but also to break down bar-
riers to home ownership by 
providing liquidity, afford-
ability, accessibility and sta-
bility to the housing market.

The company has the vi-
sion to be the dominant hous-
ing partner in Nigeria by pro-
viding liquidity and access to 
affordable housing finance 
and, in line with that, it has 
come out with ambitious 
and innovative initiatives 
aimed to improve mortgage 
market transactions and also 
fast-track affordable housing 
delivery.

When the company was 
established, the mandate giv-
en to it was to promote wider 

spread of home ownership, 
accessibility and affordability 
which explains the setting 
up of what it  calls ‘Housing/
Mortgage Market Informa-
tion Portal (MMIP)’ aimed to 
enable it to gather data for 
intelligence and profiling of 
federal, states civil servants 
and informal sectors (off-
takers) for affordable housing.

This is an effective policy 
and decision making tool 
on land allocation, infra-
structure and concessions 
and, according to Charles 
Inyangete, the company’s 
CEO,  “MMIP enables deci-
sion on creating polycentric 
cities in order to decongest 
major urban centres”. The 
pilot implementation of this 
initiative was already taking 
place  in six cities including 
Abuja, Lagos, Kano, Bauchi, 
Enugu, Port Harcourt.

Another initiative the 
company has come up with is 
the NMRC Mortgage Market 
System (MMS) which  is a 
transformational change that 
integrates the entire housing 
market, covering construc-
tion finance, primary and 
secondary mortgage.

The system which is avail-

able to all players in the hous-
ing industry has the benefit 
of removing duplications of 
effort in gathering data and 
documents; improving the 
turnaround time, reducing 
the cycle time of transactions 
and helping in making homes 
more affordable.

Described as a world class 
system that brings all players 
in the mortgage and housing 
market into a centralised 
technology ecosystem, MMS 
allows a systematic market to 
operate and concentration of 
activities to take place.

What the system seeks 
to achieve, besides bringing 
credibility and attracting 
investors to the mortgage 
market, is also to let play-
ers and sundry individuals 
know what is going on in the 
market. “People come here 
asking about the market but 
they cannot get verifiable and 
dependable information”, said 
Inyangete, noting that the 
system creates a marketplace 
where there is information 
flow and people can see what 
is going on.

The system is a national 
market that is not only about 
mortgage but also the en-

tire housing finance and so 
“the new system allows us 
to see the pipeline projects 
and know who is bringing 
what to the market, and as 
refinancers, it also allows us 
to time and determine when 
to go to the market to raise 
bonds.

 MMS also allows market 
operators to track all the ac-
tivities within the construc-
tion industry. With it they 
can see which developer is 
doing what and in which 
location. It also allows them 
to begin to compare prices 
and know which property 
is being sold and in which 
location. This way, the devel-
opers will begin to be more 
competitive in the way they 
do their thing.

will  l ikely revers e this 
trend. Working together, 
the South-East states, rath-
er than wait eternally for a 
sleeping – or politics-play-
ing – Federal Government, 
can p o ol res ourc es and 
commence work on the 
direly-needed Second Ni-
ger Bridge and such other 
projects, rehabilitation of 
the badly damaged inter-
state roads in the region, 
and development of other 
infrastructure that would 
bring the Igbo back home 
to invest. I often imagine 
what Igboland would be 
if just a quarter of Igbo in-
vestments in Lagos alone is 
brought back to Igboland!

Obviously, regional in-
tegration will bring more 
g a i n  t h a n  p a i n  t o  t h e 
South-East. This is not to 
say, however, that it is go-
ing to be one long night of 
romance. As the BRACED 
director-general,  Keshi, 
rightly warned, “No such 
venture provides instant 
‘nescafe’ solutions, nor is 
it without its challenges. 
It is a long journey with 
ups and downs, twists and 
turns.” The path is going to 
be tortuous, but the inte-
grating states must brace 
up for the challenges, as a 
man running for his life 
never tires out.

I  will  c onclude with 
Augustine Avwode’s in-
c ontrovertible  submis-
sion: “In a society trou-
bled by economic stagna-
tion and abject poverty, 
the best approach should 
be collective rather than 
individualistic .  And as 
no state can really claim 
to b e s elf-sufficient,  i t 
seems to make more sense 
for states that are c on-
t i g u o u s l y  l o c at e d  a n d 
also bonded by historical, 
cultural and linguistic af-
finities to explore jointly 
the p otential  available 
for development within 
such regions.” This is the 
path the South-East must 
toe, and the time to do it 
is now.

The burden of liquidity in mortgage system Talking Mortgage
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I
f you are like me you would have 
sat around fellow Nigerians as they 
discuss the many challenges facing 
the country and the many ways they 
think those challenges can be met. 

And you likely participated in some of those 
discussions. After listening and analysing 
the litany of challenges, one often hears the 
discussants bemoan the lack of leadership/
good governance or corruption or both as 
the key missing ingredients in Nigeria’s 
quest for greatness. Sometimes people blame 
ethnic groups other than their own as the 
cause of the under-performance of our 
governments. 

Often people reach these conclusions 
when they realise that other key ingredi-
ents for a nation’s greatness, such as human 
and material resources, have been available. 
And for those of you who have had the 
privilege of living in better organised and 
better-led countries, this single realisation 
must be particularly jarring because unlike 
your compatriots at home you have actually 
experienced alternative ways of governing 
a society and the more positive outcomes 
from them.

So when the organisers of this event 
asked me to speak on good governance, I 
quickly understood where they are coming 
from, even if I am not entirely sure of all 
that is expected of me in this presentation.  
Be that as it may, I have decided to speak 
on good governance and development with 
particular reference to Nigeria. 

What is good governance and what does 
it mean in today’s Nigeria?  How can it help 
Nigeria overcome its challenges?

Good governance, in a democratic set-
ting, would mean that the government 
effectively and efficiently delivers on its 
constitutional duties and promises to the 
electorate in a fair and equitable manner. 
It also includes meeting other challenges 
that emerge in the society during the 
government’s tenure. And it includes gov-
ernment being accountable to the people 
and recognising the people’s right to know.  
Good governance is a requirement for a 
country’s development which, to me, means 
improving the society’s productive capacity, 
improving the people’s welfare and enhanc-
ing their freedoms.

In contemporary Nigeria, good gov-
ernance would involve addressing the 
country’s economic stagnation and crisis, 
including transitioning the economy to a 
post-oil/commodities trajectory, ensuring 
security, fighting corruption and restruc-
turing the polity, including the structure of 
the federation and government institutions. 

In a democracy, a vibrant and construc-
tive opposition, including opposition po-
litical parties and independent news media, 
are critical in ensuring good governance 
because they help to inform and mobilise 
the citizens and hold the government to 
account.  And above all, perhaps, good gov-
ernance requires a vigilant and demanding 
electorate. 

Good Governance and Nigerian Devel-
opment 

I think it has been very difficult to realise 
good governance in Nigeria due to a number 
of structural, historical and socio-cultural 
factors. But human actors are largely re-
sponsible for the current state of affairs. A 
brief excursion into Nigeria’s history will 
help.

As we marched towards political in-

dependence our leaders chose a federal 
system of government with three powerful 
regions and a central government.  They 
also adopted a revenue sharing formula 
that allowed the regions to retain 50% of 
revenues generated in their jurisdictions. 
These regional governments, relying mostly 
on taxation of agricultural produce, built 
good schools, hospitals, roads, and power 
plants. The University of Nigeria, Nsukka, 
the Obafemi Awolowo University and the 
Ahmadu Bello University were established 
by the governments of Eastern, Western 
and Northern regions respectively and were 
centres of excellence.  In addition, security 
was a shared responsibility between the 
federal government and the constituent 
regions, with the latter having their own 
police forces.  While governance was not 
perfect, the quality was clearly good. Offi-
cials largely abided by rules and regulations 
and followed due process in the conduct of 
public affairs.

However, with military rule begin-
ning in 1966 and a civil war, coupled with 
the rising importance of crude oil rent in 
government revenues, our leaders central-
ized more power and concentrated more 
resources at the federal level at the expense 
of the regions which were then split into 
twelve states. The states have been further 
split to reach the current 36 weak and 
mostly unviable states, with the associated 
multiplication of running administrative 
and other costs. Military rule for most of 
that period led to the virtual abandonment 
of rules and regulations and due process in 
the planning and implementation of gov-
ernment policies.  

The economic front saw the shift away 
from agriculture as the main source of gov-
ernment revenues to oil rents. Here was a 
paradox. The sector that employed the vast 
majority of our people became largely ne-
glected in terms of formal investment and 
as a source of government revenues while 
the oil sector that operates as an enclave and 
employing only a few, became embraced.  
The consequences have been huge, includ-
ing the disconnect between government 
revenues and the economic activities of 
most of the population; dependency on rent 
from a single commodity and neglect of 
other sources of revenues, wealth without 
work, dependency of the federating states 

on revenue allocations from the centre; 
dependency of people on government lar-
gesse; huge unproductive bureaucracies at 
the federal level and in 36 states, disregard 
for rules and regulations, corruption and 
lack of accountability by government of-
ficials. Others include the high premium 
on political power as it is the biggest source 
of patronage. We currently have broken 
infrastructure all over the country, high 
unemployment rate, unacceptably high 
poverty rate of up to 60%, over 10 million 
school-age children out of school and hu-
man development indices such infant and 
maternal mortality and life expectancy 
among the worst in the world.

What should be done?
As the old saying goes, nothing good 

comes easy. So it is with good governance. 
Good governance will require a plan, not 
just for managing day-day governance 
issues but to address emerging and antici-
pated future challenges. The goals of good 
governance, after all, are people’s security 
and welfare and the smooth functioning of 
society. In Nigeria’s case what we do must 
include:

• Going back to basics. We need to restore 
due process and respect for government pro-
cedures rules and regulations. And we need 
to enforce sanctions for their disregard. We 
really need to go back to the basics of what 
makes for an orderly and smooth function-
ing governmental administration.

•Good governance requires proper coor-
dination of the organs of government. You 
cannot have different agencies of the same 
government working at cross-purposes or 
contradicting each other on very important 
policy issues, and personnel selection. 

•We must address Nigeria’s economic 
stagnation/crisis. This will include economic 
reform and modernization which privileges 
the private sector as the engine of growth 
and employment generation. We must 
continue to diversify our economy away 
from the excessive reliance on oil, continue 
the privatization policy began more than a 
decade ago and try to align monetary and 
fiscal policies for much needed coherence, 
predictability and stability in order to attract 
investments.

•Good governance in Nigeria will include 
a relentless effort to curb corruption in 
public life. And this should not be merely 

dealing with corruption after the fact. Per-
haps more important are efforts to prevent 
corruption from taking place, especially 
through the removal of opportunities for 
corruption and imposing strong sanctions 
for the corrupt. Such efforts should also 
include ensuring the independence of the 
anti-corruption agencies through such mea-
sures as funding them through the first line 
charge in the consolidated revenue fund 
and having them report to the parliament.

•We also have to improve security, 
including anti-terrorism, anti-kidnapping 
and anti-armed robbery, and efforts to end 
the herdsmen-farmers clashes. Fortunately, 
progress has been made in the fight against 
the Boko Haram insurgency by the Buhari 
administration, but we need to also make 
progress on the others. All these security 
issues are broadly linked to economic chal-
lenges, and improvements in the latter will 
help in that regard.

•To improve good governance in Nigeria 
we also need to restructure the country’s 
federal system. This include fiscal federal-
ism, devolution of powers to federating 
units and the restoration of state police to 
states that so desire. We might consider 
using the current geo-political zones as fed-
erating units since they are large enough to 
be more viable or we may consider a means-
test for viability of states such that existing 
states that are unable to generate a specified 
percentage of their revenues from internal 
sources will be collapsed into other states. 
This will encourage the federating units to 
once more engage in productive activities 
and healthy rivalries.

•On the whole, good leadership is criti-
cal for good governance. This will involve 
leadership by example, a leadership that 
steers the country in a clear direction, is 
competent; has integrity and credibility; 
and is perceived as fair to all segments of 
the population.

•Effective opposition is critical for the 
maintenance of good governance and the 
deepening of democracy, which in turn, 
helps in the maintenance of good gover-
nance.

•Good governance will also require a 
vibrant and independent media. Nigeria 
has done reasonably well in this regard. But 
threats to the independence and vibrancy 
of the media do not always come from 
government. Media organisations that rely 
almost exclusively on government advertis-
ing patronage do not meet the standard of 
independent media. So is “cash-and-carry 
journalism,” which some media organisa-
tions unwittingly encourage through poor 
remuneration of their reporters and other 
editorial staff. 

I need to stress that these steps will not 
automatically take place. People, organised 
as a collective force, must demand these 
changes, deploy their democratic rights to 
select leaders who they believe will meet 
their aspirations, protect and defend their 
freedoms and hold their elected servants 
and governments to account.

I thank the organisers of this event, Ni-
gerians in Diaspora in Europe, for inviting 
me and giving me this opportunity to share 
ideas with you.

Thank you for your attention. 

Abubakar, a former vice president, pre-
sented this paper at the 2nd Annual Conven-
tion of the Abia State Medical Association 
Alumni Association, UK, at Doubletree by 
Hilton Hotel, Dartford, London.

Good governance & 
development: Notes on Nigeria
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Interview

enough to settle the state govern-
ment indebtedness to all pensioners 
in the state. The fund can settle ev-
erything. The N11.38 billion Federal 
Government bailout fund can solve all 
problems of pensioners if the govern-
ment had wanted to use it for pension 
purpose. But the truth is that they 
don’t want to pay. They don’t see it as a 
priority. A state like Kaduna used the 
bailout fund to solve all pensioners’ 
problems and the pensioners there 
are very happy.

The motto of pensioners is ‘Life 
is sweet after Labour’ but this time 

That is just the basic fact. They just 
don’t want to pay them and that was 
why they don’t want to enroll them 
into the pension payroll. We want 
them (the government) to come out to 
either deny or attest to this fact. The 
present government will not come 
out to address pensioners’ problems 
because it knows the implications that 
the pensioners will react, and that is 
why he (the governor) has been shy-
ing away, sleepily, illusive and never 
addressed the pensioners as a body. 

We want him to come out because 
this time around the bailout fund is 

W
hy were you people 
in black attire dur-
ing the May Day 
celebration?

 
We are in black attire because we 

are aggrieved that the governor of the 
state, Godwin Obaseki has deprived us 
of our legitimate right. He has failed 
to pay us our outstanding arrears 
spanning from five and 42 months, 
and our gratuities which we ought 
to have used to start life are yet to be 
addressed.

All those that retired in the state 
since the year 2012 in the state public 
service were yet to be paid gratuities 
while those at the local level from 
2008 to date are also not paid their 
gratuities and their arrears. Those 
are our predicaments. We are really 
very sober; hence we decided to put 
on black attire. We are not happy 
because survival is almost becoming 
impossible for us now. We are looking 
on to God for divine intervention. We 
prayed to the Almighty God for inter-
vention and as luck would have it God 
answered our prayers and sent bailout 
funds to the state governor to settle all 
pensioners’ arrears. These arrears are 
monthly arrears, arrears as a result 
of closing down of the pension board 
and gratuities which until now have 
not been paid. That is why we are 
really bitter. If you see our physique 
now you will notice that there is vein 
of anger on our faces and we are not 
happy at all. 

The state governor is trying to give 
the impression that all is well with 
the state. Edo State is one of the worst 
states in the federation where pen-
sioners are not paid, where pensioners 
are not happy at all. 

We are only praying that the state 
governor should have a rethink be-
cause when his predecessor, Adams 
Oshiomhole was in office he com-
plained bitterly of paucity of funds. 
He was saying that there was no fund 
otherwise he would have paid. But 
now that there is fund with Governor 
Godwin Obaseki he has still refused 
to pay. We don’t really know what 
they are up to and the game they are 
playing with us. We want the Federal 
Government and the well-meaning 
Edo people to intervene so that our 
arrears and gratuities should be paid 
so that our joys will be full once again. 

Government officials had said that 
many of you have not been captured 
in the pension pay roll and that the 
problem was from the pensioners? 

No. It is not true. For those that 
have not been captured, the problem 
is not from the pensioners. What is 
expected of retiree is to fill all the 
pension documents and other for-
malities which of course they have 
done. The Comrade Governor, Adams 
Oshiomhole deliberately shut down 
the pension board so as to delay pay-
ment of our pension entitlements. 

Our living conditions worse than that 
of IDPs – aggrieved Edo pensioners

GABRIEL OSEMWENKHAI

around life is very bitter. If you look 
at the pensioners in Edo State, they 
are just like the deprived human be-
ings and outcast in society because 
their situation is very pathetic and 
very painful. 

At the May Day rally, while you 
aggrieved pensioners were in black 
attire, members of the executive of 
the state chapter of the Nigerian 
Union of Pensioners (NUP) are sitting 
at the high table with government 
officials. Does that mean that the 
members of the union are not united? 

This is the problems of pension-
ers. Firstly, we have two categories 
of pensioners. The first category are 
those that have been settled but the 
problem they have is harmonisation. 
What they take home monthly is 
very little because they retired many 
years ago. 

The state government then paid 
them what they were entitled to but 
for a long time it has not been re-
viewed. Their pension entitlements 
ought to have been reviewed every 
five years. But the recent pensioners 
are being owed arrears ranging from 
five and 42 months and gratuities 
which they ought to have used to 
start a new life after retirement from 
the government service but until 
now the entitlements have not been 
given to them. But the government 
will say they have plans to pay. There 
are certain categories that have been 
screened for the past one month but 
till now nothing has been heard about 
it. It is not backed up monetarily. 

But the local government pension-
ers in their recent protest alleged 
that the state government spent the 
bailout fund that it supposed to have 
used to pay them in paying the state 
pensioners. How true is that allega-
tion? 

Well, they have every right to 
complain too because they have also 
been deprived. The local govern-
ment pensioners, as a matter of fact, 
are worst hit. Since the year 2008 to 
date they have not been paid their 
gratuities and their arrears are also 
pending. If you look at the batch 47 
and 48 of state pensioners they are 
being owed a lot. 

The people are really suffering and 
that is why they are dying every day. 
If you see us wearing black now, it is 
not just for fun but because the state 
government has refused to salvage 
the situation. Some of our members 
are dying. Some are now hopeless. 

They are worse than the Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs). Pensioners 
in Edo State as I am talking now are 
worst than the IDPs. That is the hor-
rible situation, yet the governor will 
not want to come out. Let him come 
out and address the public on the is-
sue. We have confronted him with all 
these facts but let him now come out 
to reply whether he is actually owing 
us 42 months or not. Let him come out 
to say so or deny it.

Gabriel Osemwenkhai is the spokesperson for the aggrieved pensioners in Edo State. In this interview with IDRIS UMAR 
MOMOH, during the last 2017 May Day celebration at the Samuel Ogbemudia Stadium, he spoke on why they wore black 
attire to the event, among other issues confronting pensioners in the state.

Bishop Katty
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New substation to boost 
power supply in Uyo

E
lectricity sup-
ply in Akwa 
Ibom State is 
expected to 
receive a ma-

jor boost with the con-
struction of a 2X15MVA 
injection substation in 
Uyo, the state capital; 
the substation will also 
aid the release of addi-
tional 24 MW of power 
in the state capital.

Meyen Etukudo, 
managing director of 
Ibom Power Company, 
who made this known 
while conducting board 
members of the compa-
ny round major power 
facilities in the state 
capital, said the project 
has already attained 90 
percent completion.

According to Etu-
kudo, the construction 

of the substation will 
ensure the provision of 
special power dedicated 
lines to both residen-
tial and industrial areas 
within the state capital. 
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Delta pencils down cassava, 
palm oil for export

I
n Delta State, two 
products namely, 
cassava and palm 
oil have been pen-

ciled down for export 
just as the state’s min-
istry of Commerce and 
Industry has inaugu-
rated the Project Imple-
mentation and Strategy 
sub-committee of the 
state Committee on Ex-
port Promotion.

The sub-committee 
has been charged to 
work towards the pro-
vision of suitable plat-
forms for farmers in 
the state to export their 
products.

Giving the charge 
during the inaugura-
tion ceremony held in 
Asaba, the Commis-
sioner for Commerce 
and Industry, Mary 
Iyasere said that the in-
auguration of the sub-

committee had become 
expedient due to the 
inability of producers 
in the state to export 
their products. 

The Chairman of 
the committee, who 
is also the Permanent 
Secretary in the Min-
istry of Commerce and 
Industry, Arthur-Prest 
Umukoro, thanked the 
Commissioner for giv-
ing members of the 
sub-committee the op-
portunity to contribute 
their quota in the ex-
port promotion drive 
of the state. 

During the meet-
ing of the committee, 
two possible products 
for exportation, palm 
oil and cassava, were 
penciled down, while 
more investigations 
will  b e carrie d out 
to find out the com-
parative advantage 
of each product over 
others. 

This is in line with 
the one-state-one-
product programme 
initiative of the Federal 
Government aimed at 
boosting export. 

of recession, he is bring-
ing his industrialisation 
vision to ensure there is 
power for industrialisa-
tion and for Small and 
Medium Enterprises,’’ 
he said.

The board chairman 
who also announced 
that plans have been 
concluded to rehabili-
tate the 132KVA lines to 
be used in the distribu-
tion of the power not 
only to the state but to 
other parts of the coun-
try said several towns 
in the state including 
Ikot Ekpene, Eket and 
Ikot Abasi would enjoy 
constant power supply.

According to him, the 
board would reactivate 
generating turbines at 
Ibom Power Compa-
ny to ensure that they 
work at their maximum 
capacity.

Among the areas that 
will witness improved 
power supply include 
Shelter Afrique Housing 
Estate, Ewet Housing 
Estate, Osongama, Le 

Meridien Ibom Hotel 
and Golf Resort.

“When the substa-
tion is completed, the 
power supply in Uyo, 
the state capital, would 
be stabilised, reliable 
and quality,’’ Etukudo 
said.

According to him, 
the issue of low voltage 
would be over because 
the substation will en-
sure that about 220-240 
volts will be available 
for domestic consump-
tion.

Etukudo, who ex-
pressed optimism that 
the project would be 
ready for inaugura-
tion in June 2017, said 
the substation is one 
of the most modern 
substations to be con-
structed.

In his remarks, Etido 
Inyang, chairman of 
Ibom Power board of 

directors, described the 
project as a conscien-
tious effort to ensure 
steady power in the 
state capital, adding that 
the board is impressed 
with the level of work 
so far done.

I n y a n g ,  w h o 
t h a n ke d  G o ve r n o r 
Udom Emmanuel for 
bringing his vision of 
improved power sup-
ply to drive industrial-
isation, said the board 
is “working assidu-
ously to ensure the 
prompt c ompletion 
of   the power project 
being undertaken by 
the state government.

“We are happy that 
90 percent of the project 
has already been done, 
the remaining 10 per-
cent will be completed 
soon. Most importantly, 
we must thank the gov-
ernor even in the period 

ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

MErcy ENOch

Meyen Etukudo, managing director of Ibom Power Company

…As state inaugurates Export Promotion Implementation sub-committee

Oil palm plantation Cassava farm

‘Government policy flip-flop on forex 
killing manufacturing in Nigeria’

E
r i c  U m e o f i a , 
president and 
CEO of Erisco 
Foods Limited, 

has said that govern-
ment’s policy flip-flop 
on foreign exchange and 
the non-availability of 
forex to the real sec-
tor was killing Nigeria’s 
manufacturing sector, 
and called on govern-
ment to harmonise the 
various exchange rates 
in the country to help 
grow the real sector.

Umeofia, who was 
a panelist at the First 
Bank SMEs Symposium 
2017, held in partnership 
with the Lagos Busi-
ness School with the 
theme, ‘Made in Nigeria: 
Driving Productivity 
and Competitiveness’, 
said Ministries, Depart-
ments, and Agencies 
(MDAs) are making im-
portation easier than 
manufacturing in Ni-
geria.

“In about one year no 
forex has been given to 
the manufacturing sec-
tor of the economy, how 
then do we grow the 
country?” Umeofia said.

Umeofia argued that 
government in other 

p la c e s  e n c ou ra ge s 
manufacturers to grow 
the real sector of the 
economy. But in Nigeria 
government does not 
support manufactur-
ers. “Those people who 
claim to be manufactur-
ers are actually traders, 
they get government 
support only to go and 
import things into this 
country,” he said.

According to him, if 
30 percent of the money 
given by the govern-
ment through the CBN 
in terms of interven-
tions is utilised in the 
country, unemploy-
ment will be drastically 
reduced.

However, he is of the 
opinion that there is no 
transparency in forex 
allocation by the CBN. 
“Because they manipu-

late it from time to time 
and we do not want to 
believe in our own, how 
Nigeria can move for-
ward,” Umeofia asked.  

Nevertheless,  he 
urges Nigerians to have 
faith in the country by 
buying made-in-Nige-
ria. He opined that the 
only way to grow the 
country and create jobs, 
is that anywhere there 
are Nigerian goods, “we 
buy Nigeria and not the 
alternatives.”

Ibukun Awosika, 
chairman, First Bank of 
Nigeria, in her keynote 
address at the sympo-
sium advocate for re-
training of the mindset 
for sustainable job cre-
ation in Nigeria.

According to Awosi-
ka, “There must be re-
training of the mindsets 
to create new kinds of 
jobs, and retraining of 
people with skills to fit 
into the next generation 
of jobs to be created in a 
fast changing world”.

Speaking on First 
Bank’s initiative of the 
LBS’s Sustainability 
Centre and support for 
the SME’s symposium 
said, it is First Bank’s 
way of supporting the 
nation towards sustain-
ability and resilience.

SEyI JOhN SAlAU

Eric Umeofia
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MIKE ABANG, Calabar 

Commissioner assures Navy of high 
quality product, prompt delivery

T
he Commis-
sioner for In-
dustry and 
Science and 
Technology, 

Henry Ikoh, has assured 
the Nigerian Navy of 
high quality products 
and prompt delivery of 
the ordered materials, 
under the supervision 
of his ministry, stating 
that he would empower 
the artisans in Aba to 
ensure that they deliver 
the very best.

Ikoh also assured the 
people of Abia State that 
the collaboration be-
tween the state govern-
ment and Navy in the 
manufacturing of Navy 
accessories of high qual-
ity would encourage 
made-in-Aba initiative 
of the Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu administration.

The commissioner 
further said that there 
would be no need to 
travel to China as such 
products would be pro-
duced at home.

He gave the assuranc-
es during the visit of top 
ranking Naval officers 

from Naval headquar-
ters, Abuja to Abia State.

The delegates, who 
were received by Gov-
ernor Ikpeazu, were lat-
er accompanied to the 
Common Facility Cen-
tre, Ogbor Hill where se-
ries of inspections were 
carried out.

Agribusiness steals young entrepreneurs’ hearts 
in CBN South-South development programme

The Chief of Staff, 
C o m m o d o re  C h r i s 
Obenta, who was in 
attendance, was im-
pressed with the initia-
tive and placed orders 
based on his preference.

Earlier, Governor Ik-
peazu had said that the 
project was meant to en-

courage export of made-
in-Nigeria products with 
reference to Aba as a 
major manufacturing 
centre. He pledged his 
full support to see to the 
success of the project, to 
assist the artisans and 
also encourage foreign 
investors.

I
t was all smiles and 
excitement as CBN 
South-South Entre-
preneurship Devel-

opment Programme 
re c ently graduate d 
488 entrepreneurs. A 
breakdown of the en-
trepreneur’s business 
plan shows that 398 are 
into agricultural busi-
ness entire value chain 
while the remaining 
90 business plans are 
spread across Hospital-
ity, ICT, Trading, Manu-
facturing, Services and 
lifestyle. This shows a 
clear preference for ag-
ricultural sector due to 
demands; high returns 
on investments, low 
entry requirements 
and numerous govern-
ments support, espe-
cially the Central Bank 
of Nigeria.

Declaring the event 
o p e n ,  t h e  S S - E D C 
programme director, 
Gbenga Owolabi -rep-
resented by Sylvia Afia, 
charged the entrepre-
neurs to hit the road 

dogge dly following 
through the plans they 
have articulated.

“We have worked 
out how to support 
each other, challenge 
set mindset, and break 
the bonds of waiting for 
solutions, understand-
ing that with creative 
thinking, working as 
a team and accepting 
our differences, we are 

dynamic force that can 
bring about the birth of 
a new Nigeria,” Owola-
bi said.

The CBN Branch 
Controller of Cross Riv-
er State, Graham Kalio 
expressed delight at the 
harvest of seeds sown 
by Central Bank of Ni-
geria, and the fact that 
some of the graduating 
students have already 

started businesses and 
making profits. He reit-
erated that CBN oper-
ates in the conscious-
ness that the country’s 
economy cannot move 
forward unless SMEs 
are supported to thrive 
and create jobs and that 
today’s event is a testi-
mony to that position. 
He advised the entre-
preneurs to always 
remain creative and 
that it is only through 
innovation that busi-
ness owners can create 
an edge for their busi-
nesses.

K a l i o  f u r t h e r 
charged the graduating 
participants to adopt 
the right attitude to-
wards business funds 
when made available 
ensuring maximum 
accountability. He con-
demned the prevalent 
undisciplined culture 
towards finance which 
makes beneficiaries 
spend loans on things 
that are irrelevant to 
the business like mar-
riage, drinking and 
extravagant lifestyle, 
among others.

Governor Ikpeazu (3rd right) with   the delegates from Naval Headquarters, Abuja

… As Abia receives order for boots, uniform, other accessories

UNILAG students seek support for LADOL, 
indigenous coys to boost job creation

T
he Federal Gov-
ernment needs 
to enc ourage 
companies like 

the Lagos Deep Offshore 
Logistics Base (LADOL) 
and other indigenous 
companies to enable 
them create jobs for 
young school graduates 
and to continue to sell 
Nigeria to the outside 
world, said Olateru-
Olagbegi Ilemobade, 
president, the Maritime 
Forum.

Maritime Forum is 
an umbrella body of 
undergraduates from 
the University of Lagos 
(UNILAG), who are in 
different disciplines but 
has common interest 
in maritime and allied 
ventures. These students 
form part of the stake-
holders in the maritime 
including oil and gas 
industry, currently an-
ticipating the arrival of 
the first ever made-in-
Nigeria vessel.

These young under-

graduates from UNILAG 
have in the last two 
weeks been trooping to 
the LADOL Free Trade 
Zone to behold the won-
derful initiative. The 
over $3.8 billion FPSO, 
attracting people from 
Nigeria and overseas be-
long to the international 
oil giants, Total, built as 
a joint venture project 
between LADOL and 
Samsung Heavy Indus-
tries (SHI) of South Korea.

The first batch of 
these young men and 
women visited the Apa-
pa base of LADOL on 
April 22, to see a Nige-
rian dream come true. 
Little wonder then the 
second batch came a 
week after to savour the 
wonder its predecessor 
could not stop narrating.

Ilemobade, who said 
this when his mem-
bers visited the LADOL 
based recently in La-
gos, also commended 
companies like Total, 
the international oil gi-
ants, that is partnering 
LADOL, a local company 
to build FPSO. 

AMAKA ANAGOR-EWUZIE

Undergraduates of the University of Lagos (UNILAG) under the umbrella 
of The Maritime Forum, recently visited the LADOL base in Apapa, Lagos, 
to witness the on-going fabrication of $3.8 billion FPSO at the Free Trade 
Zone. Photo shows Mr. Adewole Gege, Security and Marine Manager of 
LADOL (pointing), showing the students round the facilities at the base.

FG begins implementation of 
conditional cash transfer in Kogi

S
ix local govern-
ment areas in Kogi 
State have been 
earmarked as pi-

lot project for the imple-
mentation of Conditional 
Cash Transfer of N5,000 
monthly per household  
by the federal govern-
ment .

Temitope Sinkaye, na-
tional coordinator, Na-
tional Cash Transfer Proj-
ect (NCTP), Office of the 
Vice President, made this 
known at the inaugura-
tion of “100-Day Rapid 
Result Initiative (RRI)” 
workshop on Conditional 
Cash Transfer in Lokoja 
on Thursday.

He stated that the proj-
ects has two components, 
which include; Base (un-
conditional) Cash Trans-
fer of N5, 000 for the most 
vulnerables in which pay-
ment had already com-

menced in nine states, and 
Conditional Cash Transfer 
of additional N5, 000 for 
households with children, 
pregnant women, school 
age children, among oth-
ers.

“We are here to devel-
op a framework for imple-
mentation of the condi-
tional cash transfer which 
is the second component 
that is being funded by 
the World Bank, unlike 
the base cash transfer that 
is solely funded by the 
federal government.

“Kogi was selected as 
pilot state for the 100-day 
to test run the implemen-
tation strategy, and two 
local governments have 
been selected in each 
senatorial zone for the 
test run namely: Lokoja, 
Yagba West, Okehi, Ajao-
kuta, Ibaji and Dekina 
respectively.
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Modular refineries: Expert calls 
for franchising of programme
… Says FG should fund first few modular refineries as persuasive public service to serve country

A
h e a d  o f  f u l l 
take-off  of  the 
n o w  l e g a l i s e d 
artisanal refin-
eries (former il-

legal refineries) in the Niger 
Delta as modular refineries, 
a professor of Chemical En-
gineering at the University 
of Port Harcourt, Godwin 
Igwe, who also pioneered 
the building of  Nigeria’s 
first  mo dular refinery at 
the University in 2014, has 
suggested a franchising of 
the programme, as part of 
implementation platform of 
the business.

Igwe, who was the im-
mediate past director of the 
Centre for Gas, Refining and 
Petrochemicals, Institute of 
Petroleum Studies (CGRP-
IPS), University of Port Har-
c ourt,  said:  “Implementa-
tion platform for modular 
refineries programmes are 
required right now as a stra-
tegic platform value interest 
of Nigeria.

“The owner of Modular 
Refinery will  uti l is e  two 
principals- readily available 
crude oil (38 billion proven 
oil reserves) and natural gas 
(260 tcf)- leading to more 
job creation as a means of 
p overty alleviation,  with 
savings in foreign exchange 
in line with the Federal Gov-
ernment’s Vision 20:2020.”

He noted that because of 
the vulnerability and pov-
erty level in the Delta states, 
franchising appears to be a 
real option for Cooperatives 
t o  p a r t n e r  w i t h  g o ve r n -
m e n t  a n d  p r i vat e  s e c t o r 
for developmental venture 
underpinnings.

He explained Franchising 
as the practice of the right to 
use a firm’s business model 
and brand for a prescribed 
period of time.

“There are basically two 
primary forms of franchis-
ing: Product or Trade name 
f ra n c h i s i n g .   I t  i nvo l ve s 
one business owner licens-
ing product or trademark 
and methods, proprietary 
knowledge or processes to 
an independent entrepre-
neur, or chains.  In return 
the entrepreneur pays an 
investment franchise fee, 
get corporate training, pro-
fessional product branding, 
s i g n a g e  a n d  e qu i p m e n t .  
An investor will need to be 
assured of stability and pre-
dictability in the country.

“Thre e imp ortant pay-

Godwin Igwe, former director,     CGRP-IPS, Uni Port-1

ments are made to a fran-
chisor: (a) a royalty for the 
trademark, (b) reimburse-
ment for the training and 
advisory services given to 
t h e  f ra n c h i s e e ,  a n d  (c )  a 
percentage of the individual 
business unit’s sales. These 
three fees may be combined 
in a  single ‘management’ 
fee. A fee for “disclosure” 
is separate and is always a 
“front-end fee”.

A franchise usually lasts 
for a fixed time period (bro-
ken down into shorter pe-
riods, which each requires 
renewal), and serves a spe-
cific territory or geographi-
c a l  a re a  s u r ro u n d i n g  i t s 
lo cat i on .  O n e  fra n ch i s e e 
may manage several such 
locations. Agreements typi-
cally last from five to thirty 
years, with premature can-
cellations or terminations 
of most contracts bearing 
s erious c ons e quenc es for 
franchisees. A franchise is 
merely a temporary busi-
ness investment involving 
renting or leasing an op-
portunity, not the purchase 
of a business for the purpose 
of ownership. It is classified 
as a wasting asset due to the 

finite term of the licence. A 
franchise can be exclusive, 
non-exclusive or “sole and 
exclusive”.

Igwe informe d that ac-
cording to the International 
Franchise Association (IFA), 
approximately 44percent of 
all businesses in the Unit-
e d States are franchis e e-
w o r ke d ,  a dvo c at i n g  t h at 
N i g e r i a  s h o u l d  e mb ra c e 
the model for the modular 
refineries to transform the 
beleaguered oil industry.

He also said that the Fed-
eral Government must “vi-
sually demonstrate creative, 
th ou ghtfu l  i ns igh ts ,  and 
commitment (and) should 
prioritis e and show a de-
liberate, well-thought out, 
coherent, sustainable strat-
egy to fund completely the 
first few modular refiner-
i e s  a s  a  p e r s u a s i ve  p ub -
lic service to support and 
serve the best interest of 
the country. To be success-
ful, all administrative and 
bureaucratic barriers must 
be eliminated.”

 Igwe, in 2014 had ampli-
fied and suggested to the 
Department of Petroleum 
Res ourc es (DPR) that the 

government should channel 
funds used in subsidising 
price of imported petroleum 
p ro d u c t s  t o  e s t ab l i s h i n g 
m o d u l a r  re f i n e r i e s ,  n o t -
ing that monies sp ent on 
importing refined products 
were enough to  build  10 
to  15  mo dular  ref ineries 
in-c ountry,  which would 
produce 1 million litres of 
refine d fuel ,  thereby re-
moving pro duct s carcity, 
create 1  mill ion jobs and 
curb unemployment in the 
country.

He lamented that in 2014, 
th e  Fe d e ra l  Gove rn m e n t 
claime d to have investe d 
$4.5 billion in modular re-
f i n e r i e s ,  l i n e d  u p  U S $ 1 4 
b i l l i o n  i n  p r i vat e  s e c t o r 
investments into integrated 
petrochemical and refining 
plants in Nigeria,  stating 
that for the first time ever, 
Nigeria had a clear target 
date to stop importation of 
re f i n e d  p e t ro l e u m  p ro d -
ucts in 2018. He however, 
lamented that since then, 
n o  n o t ab l e  p ro g re s s  h a s 
been announced from the 
25 private refinery licences 
granted to companies either 
in the License to Establish 
(LTE), Approval to Construct 
(ATC), and License to Oper-
ate  (LTO)  categories .   He 
attr i bute d  th e  fa i lu re  to 
lack of resources, funding, 
investments, and capabili-
ties. None of the above sce-
narios materialis e d.   The 
most probable event is the 
recent announcement this 
month that the Federal Gov-
ernment has approve d to 
legalise modular refineries 
for the Niger Delta regions.

Recall that in 2014, the 
Nigerian Liquefied Natural 
Gas Limited (NLNG) funded 
and sponsored University 
of Port Harcourt’s Modular 
Refinery programme with 
$2 million.  The project can 
be viewed at the Centre for 
Gas, Refining & Petrochemi-
cals, Institute of Petroleum 
Studies, University of Port 
Harc ourt.  Under Igwe, as 
director of CGRP-IPS, within 
a space of 6-12 months (in 
time and within budget) , 
they set up a 2-storey build-
ing infrastructure with of-
fices, lecture halls, audito-
rium, and laboratories. They 
ordered and installed a pilot 
modular refinery (for teach-
ing, training, research and 
training). 

The UniPort’s  Mo dular 
Refinery produced typical 
ga s ol i n e ,  ke ros e n e ,  l i gh t 
diesel,  heavy diesel (No.6 

or fuel oil) blending stocks, 
and vacuum bottoms that 
represent products like as-
phalt. The results and prod-
ucts were produced in an 
environmentally-safe man-
ner, and are reproducible.  
Over 45 M.Sc students have 
trained and graduated from 
this programme. 

Components of the modu-
lar refinery (ASTM 2892) 
include Electrostatic field 
generator,  Dosing pumps, 
Desalting chamber, Cylin-
drical measuring cylinders, 
Large cylindrical vess els, 
Reactor,  Hot  water bath, 
Debutanisation trap, Crude 
oil drum, Distillation Unit, 
Boiler, Columns, LPG trap 
+ Cryoplunger system, dis-
tributor and receiver sys-
tems, the Pot Still Column, 
the Computer Unit, where 
the graphic user interface 
(GUI) of the whole process 
is displayed and most com-
m a n d  i s s u e d .  I t  h a s  t w o 
GUI’s, the TBP and the Pot 
S t i l l .  T h e s e  a re  fo r  p e r -
forming the atmospheric 
and vacuum distillations. 
Through the c ommunica-
t i o n  p o r t ,  t h e  c o m p ut e r 
c o m mu n i c at e s  w i t h  t h e 
e qu i p m e n t .   F i n a l l y,  t h e 
vacuum pump and the com-
pressor. 

According to the former 
C G R P - I P S  d i re c t o r,  t h e i r 
modular refinery feat “dem-
onstrates the feasibility of 
s etting up a  mo dular re-
finery archite cture with 
indigenous, passionate, ca-
pable and motivated profes-
sionals.

He however,  cautione d 
that individuals alone can-
not fund the modular infra-
structure without sponsors 
and government support.

“ Le t  o u r  c h e m i c a l  e n -
gine ers design,  fabricate, 
build infrastructural frame-
work, and provide services 
that will generate employ-
ment and investments. In 
re a l i t y,  a  re f i n e r y  i s  a n 
organised and coordinated 
arrangement of manufac-
turing processes designed 
t o  p ro d u c e  p hy s i c a l  a n d 
chemical changes in crude 
oil  and natural gas.  Each 
unit in oil and gas process-
ing is a career employment 
opportunity because each 
step is a manufacturing pro-
cess.  When we make things, 
produce things, manufac-
ture things, design things, 
we create employment op-
portunities for better living 
for our people,” he said.
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Tasty treat at GTB Food and Drink Fair

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

T
he ever-increasing 
importance of food 
to man as a source 
of  nutrit ion that 
p r o v i d e s  e n e r g y 

for daily activities, growth, 
protection against diseases 
and general wellbeing has 
never been in doubt. So has 
its significance as an avenue 
for sustainable income. From 
the ancient times, through 
the various civilisations of the 
Greeks, Egyptians, Africans and 
Asians, food, combined with 
regular exercise has always been 
promoted as the basis for sound 
health, if and when carefully 
chosen. That explains the axiom 
that, “you are what you eat”.

It is in the light of this that 
one appreciates the eggheads 
at the Guarantee Trust Bank 
(GTB) for coming up with the 
noble concept of the annual 

Food and Drink Fair. Showcased 
as a 2-day event, it provides 
a veritable platform for food 
exhibition and sales event. 
According to the brains behind 
it, “it aims to project the diverse 
angles of the food industry by 
connecting various businesses 
involved in the production and 
sale of food related items to a 
cosmopolitan audience of food 
enthusiasts”. One can register as 
a guest or for the Master Class, 
or even to participate in the 
junior category for baking. Good 
enough, attendance is free, as it 
involves only online registration.

In retrospect, it would be 
recalled that the first edition 
which to ok plac e in 2016 
attracted over 90 food and 
drink exhibitors, with over 
25,000 guests in attendance. 
The huge success of the recent, 
second edition underscores 
the significance of food to the 
national economy  as it attracted 
about 140 small and medium 
scale food businesses. What 
more, they were provided free 
stands to showcase and sell a 
wide spectrum of food products. 
These ranged from fresh organic 
groceries to confectionary and 
pastries as well as dry foods, 
ready- to- eat consumables, 
top quality crockery, wine and 
champagnes.

I t  h a s  a l s o  s h o w n  t h e 
connecting cord that a corporate 
organization has with the public. 
The event which held at the 
Food & Drink Centre at Plot 1, 
Water Corporation drive, Oniru, 

Victoria-Island, Lagos on the 
30th of April and 1st of May, 
2017(Workers Day) brought the 
business owners face-to-face 
with potential customers and 
consumers.

Another unique aspect of the 
fair was that it offered culinary 
experiences such as food and 
wine tastings, outdoor grills 
and cooking master classes with 
highly respected, renowned 
Nigerian and International chefs. 
Indeed, it is on record that long 
before the exhibition took place, 
colourful advert placements 
were made promoting it to be 
spear-headed by the globally 
acclaimed American Chef, Gerry 
Gavin. The man also known as a 
cookbook author, television host 
and philanthropist launched 
his culinary career in his home 
town, Atlanta, Georgia, USA.

On hand to deliver the 
goodies to the eager customers 
who attended the colourful, 
thrilling ceremony with mouth-
watering dishes on display were 
notable Chefs such as Abiola 
Akanji(Red Dish Chronicles), 
Jehan Powell(food blogger), 
Brain Malarkey, Lerato Shaylor 
and Tolu Eros. That was on 
the first day. Next came Nkesi 
Enyioha, Benedict Okuzu( West 
African Chef ambassador, Miele), 
Raphael Duntoye( le petite 
maison),Kevin Kurry and Ronke 
Edoho(founder,9jafoodie.com), 
on the 1st  of May,2017.

What is significant also is 
that the bank has kept to its 
promise to deliver top quality 

exhibition and an improvement 
on the first edition. And it did. 
For instance, prior to the event, 
the Assistant Manager and 
Group Head, Communications 
and External Affairs at the bank, 
Oyinade Adegite, had promised 
that: “It will also provide new 
and exciting features such as a 
Farmers’ Market, where SMEs 
involved in agriculture will 
showcase and sell fresh and 
organic farm products, and a 
Baking Masterclass for children 
kids. There will also be a diverse 
range of restaurants offering 
mouth-watering dishes, outdoor 
grills and thrilling entertainment 
as well as savoury wine tastings 
to enable attendees experience 
an exciting and eclectic mix 
of undiscovered brands and 
household names alike,”. That 
was during a press conference.

There also, she had challenged 
thos e will ing to taste the 
delicacies that: “If you are a food 
lover, get set to loosen your belt 
for the gastronomic delights 
that will be served by a diverse 
range of restaurants offering 
mouth-watering dishes. If you 
love drinks, then prep your taste 
buds for savoury wine tastings 
and finely mixed cocktails”.

All related issues considered, 
such an avenue as provided 
by GTB Plc should challenge 
g o ve r n m e n t s  t h ro u g h  i t s 
ministry of agriculture and 
related parastatals to take the 
issue of food security and safety 
more seriously. Perhaps, this 
could be made more holistic to 

engage research institutes. For 
instance, it would be interesting 
to have platforms specifically 
dedicated to FIIRO, CRIN to 
publicly showcase some of their 
new and noteworthy research 
findings and products. Many 
of these are assisting SME 
entrepreneurs to make some 
money.

In fact, nothing should stop 
the organisers to reach out to 
NAFDAC  to use this avenue 
to enlighten the public more 
on standards  so far set on food 
safety. And of course, the role of 
food and drink manufacturers 
to strictly adhere to the existing 
rules and regulations. It would 
also do GTB Food and Drink 
Fair a world of good if the catch-
them-young policy attracts 
prizes for the junior bakers.

Going by the words of Mr. 
Segun Agbaje, the Managing 
Director of GTB Plc,:” With the 
success of the first edition of 
the fair and fashion weekend 
events, we are encouraged 
to do more, thus connecting 
b u s i n e s s e s  t o  c o n s u m e r s , 
creating new markets and 
business opportunities for our 
customers”. Truly, the right step 
has been taken forward. Now is 
the time to move it to the next 
level. There is always adequate 
room for improvement and 
expansion. Kudos!
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Y
ou try to bury a nail in 
the wall to hang a Calen-
dar or Photo Frame; such 
nail must be tornado nail; 

otherwise, you should be ready for 
some hard times with the wall. I 
actually remember that in the very 
late eighties, a set of dare devil goat 
robbers invaded the community 
to help themselves with rams that 

belonged to prominent members of 
the community which were left to 
freely roam the community since 
no one was going to touch what was 
not his. Their visit was met with 
maximum resistance by the com-
munity who brazenly repelled them 
with superior fire power. Since my 
father had a large number of rams; 
our house was a ready target for the 
rampaging thieves. In the course 
of the repelling exercise; my father 
ferociously fired his pump-action 
gun from the rare of the house. One 
of the fleeing Ram Rustlers returned 
fire with several shots with his Mark 
4 to the direction of my father. As a 
retired soldier; he had an upper hand 
and some moment later, the body of 
the robber was lying lifeless with 
his Mark 4 by his side while others 
fled. When the police came at dawn 
to clear the mess and commenced 
investigations into the incident; it 
was discovered that several rounds 
of ammunitions were fired into the 
walls of our house without any 
penetrating through; to me, this was 
magical. Dad latter told me there was 

nothing magical about it. He said clay 
barriers were very potent for build-
ing repelling barriers by the Army 
in his days. Since the house was a 
product of well formed local clay; it 
proved impenetrable to the bullets 
from the robbers guns. This same 
material is everywhere in Nigeria. 
Today; over thirty years later, the 
house is still standing strong, firm 
and unshaken.

Today; the bane of builders is 
the unaffordable cost of building 
materials; mostly cement. The hous-
ing deficit would soar if something 
drastic is not done to tackle the 
very ugly trend. And if truth must 
be told; am afraid this trend is not 
anywhere close to being curtailed. 
Almost everything in Nigeria is de-
nominated in dollars. Same are build-
ing materials. The question is; can’t 
people revert to communal effort to 
realise their housing dream? Clay is 
abundant all over Nigeria. Must it 
be cement? I remember a company 
came up with this clay innovation, 
this became unaffordable because 
the company did not set out to help 

realise affordable Housing goal. The 
company established somewhere 
in the highbrow of Ikeja, Lagos and 
targeted the middle and high classes 
with their products. So, the clay 
bricks became a status symbol. This 
was deliberate anyway as the inves-
tors were private business people 
who were more interested in their 
market and margins.

Communal Cooperative came to 
the rescue in so many ways in the 
past. Yes; people may not be able to 
haul clay these days; but resources 
can be collectively harnessed and 
deployed for members in turn to-
wards realising model Housing 
plans. Local building Materials such 
as clay can be sourced and used. 
Technology has made things easier. If 
the government creates the enabling 
environment for this; it can come 
down cheaper and better. Realising 
affordable Housing for all shouldn’t 
be such a huge task. It is just that 
no government has really taken 
the bull by the horns. The current 
administration has taken a great 
step by reconstituting the Board of 

the Federal Mortgage Bank of Ni-
geria (which it dissolved in the first 
instance) and approved about half 
a trillion for same towards mitigat-
ing the perennial housing problem 
in Nigeria. This is a very laudable 
effort. However, this effort can be 
complemented by other innovative 
efforts. If the current steps being 
taken by this current administration 
are not further politicised and mon-
ies earmarked for Housing projects 
are not stored in some luxury flats 
in some highbrow communities by 
politicians; then Nigerians could 
as well be on their way out of this 
persisting housing deficit once local 
innovations are harnessed.
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Continuing from where 
we stopped last week:

Being assertive

T
he power of cha-
risma is the abil-
ity to make people 
want what you 

want or unite in a com-
mon cause. This ability can 
be used for both good and 
bad causes, charismatic 
leaders may be able to 
influence and encourage 
their followers, to moti-
vate people to do what 
they want.  A charismatic 
confidence trickster may 
be able to use their skills to 
gain the trust and respect 
of their victims before ul-
timately extorting money 
or other valuables.

Charismatic p e ople 
are assertive but usually 
in subtle ways, they can 
persuade through their 
words, encourage with 
their optimism and con-
fidence and be assertive 
by utilising their under-
standing of emotions, both 
theirs and those of other 
people.

 Maintaining attention 
to detail

Charisma is all about 
attention to detail and the 
detail of how interper-
sonal interaction takes 
place. Being charismatic 
involves communicating 
dynamically, with passion 
and enthusiasm whilst 
displaying positive body 
language.  It involves 
thinking positively, hav-
ing optimism and self-
confidence, it’s being per-
suasive and building the 

respect and trust of others.
We can all learn to be 

more charismatic by de-
veloping our interpersonal 
skills through understand-
ing and practice. Remem-
ber, however charismatic 
you are - you can’t please 
all of the people all of the 
time. Charisma is a char-
acter trait of any good 
entrepreneur, leader or 
marketer. What a good 
thing to know that it can 
be acquired even where 
it’s absolutely nonexistent.

 5 Qualities of charis-
matic people. How many 
do you have?

Hillary Clinton and 
Michelle Obama have it. 
Their husbands also have 
it. The “it” is charisma. Girls 
and women talk about 
the power of charisma – 
how they want it and how 
they admire it. Like this 
response from a 17-year-
old girl when I asked her 
why Hillary Clinton and 
Sheryl Sandberg, COO 
of Facebook, are on her 
top 10 list of women she 
admires: “They are charis-
matic. Who wouldn’t want 
to look up to a charismatic 
person?!”

And who wouldn’t 
want to be charismatic? 
Synonyms for charisma 
are alluring, bewitching, 
captivating, fascinating, 
charming, enchanting, 
engaging, magnetic and 
seductive. Charisma is 
powerful and charismat-
ic people can make oth-
ers “drink the Kool-Aid.” 
When possessed by peo-

Charisma: Part 2
ple like Adolf Hitler and 
Charles Manson, charisma 
is dangerously powerful. 
But when it’s used for 
good, the Kool-Aid is really 
sweet.

Let’s do a quick word 
association. Close your 
eyes and think of the word 
Charismatic. What famous 
people pop into your head? 
The first five people who 
pop into my head are Mi-
chelle Obama, Hillary 
Clinton, Gloria Steinem, 
Barack Obama and Bill 
Clinton. They are followed 
by Meryl Streep, Diane 
Keaton, Oprah, Steve Jobs 
and George Clooney.

This word association 
led me to this question: 
Can someone be charis-
matic to me, but not to 
you? I thought about the 
Beatles. When they ar-
rived in the US in 1964, 
the Beatles were high on 
the charisma chart for 
girls, but low for parents. 
They had a ‘mop-top’ cha-
risma. They were playful, 
‘fit together’ and every girl 
thought I Want to Hold 
Your Hand was written 
just for her. The Beatles 
were mesmerising to girls, 
but not so appealing to 
parents.

Why are some people 
charismatic and others are 
not? Are we born charis-
matic or do we cultivate 
it? And once you have it, 
can you lose it? Everyone 
can be charismatic. We are 
not born charismatic - we 
cultivate it in many ways. 
One way is by observing 
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and learning from people 
who you think are char-
ismatic. You don’t need 
to copy them, but learn 
their secrets, try them on 
and fine-tune them until 
they fit you. It’s a trial and 
error process. Bad news is 
that once you have your 
charismatic status, you 
can lose it. Just look at 
Mel Gibson and Lindsay 
Lohan. But here’s the good 
news – if you lose it, with 
self awareness and effort, 
you can regain your char-
ismatic ranking.

We would be conclud-
ing the series in the next 
series. You can contact me 
for in-depth discussions, 
business advisory services 
and training - send me a 
message via WhatsApp 
or SMS..

Weapons of our warfare: Thanksgiving (1)

T
he weapons we use in 
our fight are not made 
by humans. Rather, 
they are powerful 
weapons from God. 

With them we destroy argu-
ments … (2Cor.10:4-5).

If weapons were to be clas-
sified and ranked according 
to ability to destroy, strength 
of performance, thanksgiving 
can never have a chance. It 
doesn’t look like a weapon, looks 
so simple and ineffective, the 
sounding of it does not connote 
strength and power.

The enemies we are up 
against are too powerful and 
relentless in their assault that 
thanksgiving does not look like 
a weapon, let alone powerful 
enough to bail us out of our 
situations and circumstances. 
Should we ever talk about 

thanksgiving, it should be in 
Church not in the marketplace. 
We are wrong, like we have 
always been wrong about many 
things in our lives.

For us to be able to benefit 
from this discourse, we must 
first understand the type of 
fights we are involved in ev-
eryday of our lives. When we 
speak about obstacles and hin-
drances, they are not physical 
and tangible. Despite our certi-
fications and qualifications we 
are still despised and disquali-
fied by life, is that physical? God 
is not shocked at the challenges 
and attacks that we faced here 
on earth and in our various 
businesses and careers. He has 
given us a leeway out of them 
all, and that way is the power 
of thanksgiving. As a believer 
in our Lord Jesus, the only way 
you can involve God in your af-
fairs daily is to use the weapons 
of our warfare which is thanks-
giving. Offering of thanksgiv-
ing is a sweet smelling offering 
of praise and worship which is 
acceptable to God.

 Every time we record that 
loss, or are disappointed, at such 
time no weapon will suffice 
to help you out other than the 
weapon of thanksgiving. We 
are admonished to give thanks 
to God in all circumstances. 

The Scripture says every word 
that proceeds out of the mouth 
of God Almighty is not void of 
POWER. His words are quick 
and powerful, sharper than any 
two-edged sword. That is why if 
He ever asks us to do anything, 
we should never trivialise it, 
they are for our own good, they 
may look feeble and foolish. Our 
fights are inherently spiritual, 
the forces we are up against are 
spiritual, our God is spiritual, 
and the weapons He would 
have us use to win in this life 
are Spiritual. So thanksgiving 
weapon is the idea weapon for 
every situation to involve God 
to help us out. The Scripture says 
that God, our Father, inhabits the 
praises of His people.

Whenever there is a voice 
of thanksgiving in any situation 
you encounter in the market-
place, you can be sure that the 
power of God has gone into 
operation to turn the tide and 
give you the deserved victory. 
Never underestimate the power 
of thanksgiving, your concern 
should not be whether it is going 
to work or not, all you need do is 
to do as commanded.

When we use thanksgiving 
as a weapon of warfare what 
we are simply doing is thanking 
God for the truth of His word re-
vealed to us about that situation. 

We are rejoicing in the fact that 
His word cannot return back 
unto Him void irrespective of 
what we are faced with or our 
encounters. Our thanksgiv-
ing is not just opening of our 
mouth without recourse back 
to the truth we have discovered 
concerning that challenge or 
situation we are faced with. 
Our heart is overflowing with 
thanksgiving because He knows 
the end from the beginning 
concerning that matter.

This season is packed with 
multidimensional incidents of 
disappointment, sorrow, and 
discouragement. All you need 
to stay afloat now and forever 
is employ the services of thanks-
giving. You do not have to feel 
like it, the size of your challenge 
is inconsequential. We are com-
manded to do it otherwise the 
real reasons for the aim of those 
challenges will be realised in 
your life. The intention of the 
various challenges and attacks 
we encounter in the market-
place is to take away from us, to 
reduce us, to make us lose. But as 
seasoned, knowledgeable practi-
tioners of God’s word, we remain 
victorious in all the spheres of 
life each time we employ the 
weapon of our warfare which 
is THANKSGIVING!

Remain Blessed.

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org

spIrItonoMIcs Cultivating a refined personality

(Excerpt from The Art of 
Refinement by Mavi Isibor)
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Etiquette Icon is the Author 
of The Art of Refinement, 
Nigeria’s first resource mate-
rial on Etiquette. She is also 
Group CEO of Poise Nigeria 
Limited, Nigeria’s premier 
and foremost Personality 
and Image branding consul-
tancy firm.

For comments, questions 
and contributions, kindly 
send a mail to msi@poiseni-
geria.org

Mavi isibor

T
here are four ways, 
and only four ways, in 
which we have con-
tact with the world. 

We judge others and others 
judge us based on these crite-
ria, and most times it is done 
reflexively.

 We are evaluated and 
classified by these four cri-
teria:

  What we do how we look
How we treat others                                                    

Our appearance
 Our public conduct                                                               

Our comportment
W h a t  w e  s a y                                                           

How We say it
Our  communication                                                        

Our vocabulary                           
   Content
   Our Enunciation
   Choice of words 
This being what it is, per-

sonality refinement can be 
said to be a state of excel-
lence in thought and man-
ners and taste. Anything 
short of excellence in our 
actions, our outward appear-
ance, our thoughts, which in 
turn translate into our words 
and the way we construct our 
sentences are telltale signs of 
lack of refinement.

It is therefore, logical to ad-
vance our pursuit of a refined 
personality by approaching 
each of these points of contact 
individually.

 
                     part 2
 What you do:
Refining our actions
When William Golding’s 

work:  Lord of the Flies was 
first published in 1954, it 
didn’t receive a warm wel-
come. A few years later, how-
ever, it became a bestseller 
and a compulsory text in 
schools. It is not difficult to 
understand why this book 
earned a spot on the Time 
Magazine’s list of the best 
100 books written between 
the years 1923-2005, for few 
books have so  aptly captured 
the conflict between the two 
competing impulses that exist 
within all human beings.The 
instinct to live by rules, act 
peacefully and with consider-
ation for others, follow moral 
commands, and value the 
good of the group against the 
instinct to gratify one’s im-
mediate desires, act without 
consideration for others, act 
violently to obtain supremacy 
over others, and enforce one’s 
will. Simply put: the conflict 
between civilisation and sav-
agery; between the refined 
and unrefined.

 Being civilised
To the majority who as-

sume that the word civilisa-
tion denotes the advent or 
presence of new technologies, 
it would surprise them to 
know that the term symbol-
ises the ability of mankind to 
live together peaceably and 
progressively in the same 
space. For this reason, being 
civilised does not refer to a 
state entirely restricted to 
being technologically savvy- 
this is only an infinitesimal 
part of it- rather it implies 
having achieved advanced 
cultural and social develop-
ment. To be described as a ci-
vilised person therefore, is to 
be praised for having refined 
tastes and manners.

Be attentive
The foundation of a re-

fined personality springs 
from an acute awareness of 
others and our environment. 
Our refinement shows in the 
smallest of things as this story 
illustrates:

I was out lunching at one 
of the fast food restaurant 
one afternoon, when a group 
of five youngsters burst in 
laughing and chatting at 
the top of their voices. As 
they walked past a young 
family with a sleeping baby, 
one of the young men did a 
most remarkable thing. He 
immediately lowered his 
voice and signalled hastily 
to his friends to lower theirs. 
When the others asked what 
the matter was, he pointed 
to the baby indicating that 
their noise might disturb the 
child. Surprisingly, they took 
a table next to me and man-
aged to remain quiet enough 
throughout their meal. I was 
impressed, and I did not hesi-
tate to stop by their table 
to praise their small act of 
kindness. It was a small act 
of kindness indeed, but a 
person who is attentive and 
generous enough to delay his 
own gratification and those 
of his friends for the sake of a 
baby, will most likely do the 
right thing in a more serious 
situation. It is these small acts 
of unnoticed kindnesses that 
constitute the life stories of 
heroes.  This refined young 
man acted with consideration 
because he was attentive.

 To be civilised, is to be 
refined; and a refined person 
is an attentive person. If we 
pay attention enough, we will 
notice a lot of things: we will 
notice the downcast look on a 
colleague’s face and offer help 
or encouragement; we will 
understand that to throw re-
fuse in anywhere but a refuse 
bin is to make the life of the 
cleaner harder, or worse still, 
to pose health issues for those 
who live nearby. The truth is 
that we spend most of our life 
not paying attention; conse-
quently, we make a habit of 
doing the wrong things.

Let’s get practical. Take a 
moment to recall the last time 
you considered someone bad-
mannered. What gave rise 
to that judgement? Was the 
person speaking too loudly 
on the phone? Did you catch 
her/him in the act of litter-
ing? Was the person rude to 
you?  Did she/he neglect to 
hold that heavy door for you? 
Was the person chewing 
too loudly? Did she/he use 
a vulgar word? I could go on 
and on with more instances, 
but it will do you more good 
to think for yourself about all 
the incidences that led you to 
classify someone as not being 
civilised. This will serve to 
awaken your consciousness.
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T
here are significant 
health risks associ-
ated with cigarette 
smoking, no doubt. 
These risks become 

even more severe when an in-
dividual starts smoking early in 
life. According to the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), preventing tobacco use 
among young people is crucial 
for stopping the “tobacco epi-
demic” in the US.

The chief culprit in initiat-
ing young people into smoking 
is characterizing flavoured to-
bacco products such as choco-
late, cherry, apple, orange etc., 
according to studies. The prod-
ucts are potentially appealing 
to young people. One of such 
studies published in the Journal 
of the American Medical As-
sociation (JAMA) and carried 
out by a team led by Bridget K. 
Ambrose of the Center for To-
bacco Products of the US Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) 
notes that “most tobacco use 
starts during youth and young 
adulthood.”

Among the youth aged 12 to 
17 surveyed by JAMA, “the ma-
jority who self-reported ever 
experimenting with tobacco 
started with a flavored prod-
uct, and most current tobacco 
users reported use of flavored 
products.”Another study found 
that 17-year-old smokers were 
more than three times more 
likely to smoke flavored ciga-
rettes than 25 years-olds.

Although cigarette smok-
ing rates among youths have 
dropped in the US, the figure 
remains significantly high in 
Nigeria and other develop-
ing countries. The situation is 
even aggravated by the wide-
spread of flavoured cigarettes 
in the Nigerian market, which 
is made possible by the nation’s 
numerous porous borders with 
its neighbouring countries and 

the willful violation on import 
restriction on the product.

Only recently, there was a 
media report on a Dubai-based 
company deploying 500 hawk-
er boxes meant for the distri-
bution and sale of a brand of 
flavoured cigarettes known as 
Mond, in Kano State. This is in 
spite of clear regulation on im-
portation of tobacco products, 
which prohibits flavoured ciga-
rettes. The company reportedly 
does not have the Standards 
Organisation of Nigeria Confor-
mity Assessment Programme 
(SONCAP) Certificate, a man-
datory Customs clearance 
document, which is issued 
by SON, as cigarette is one of 
SONCAP-regulated products.                                                                                                                                        
The discovery reinforces the 
widely held view that illicit 
flavoured cigarettes are regu-
larly smuggled into the Nige-
rian market. The products are 
often concealed inside cargoes 
during shipment and trans-
ported through land borders 
of neighbouring countries be-
fore they are ferried into the 
country.

Sadly, apart from occasional 
raids of dealers and their ar-
rests, not much has been done 
in the area of creating aware-
ness on the dangers inherent 

in illicit trade in cigarette, and 
particularly the proliferation 
of flavoured cigarettes in the 
Nigerian market.

The anti-tobacco groups’ 
activism in creating awareness 
on the health risks in smok-
ing and in pressuring govern-
ment to scale down tobacco 
consumption in the country 
is, no doubt, quite commend-
able. But more importantly, 
they should support govern-
ment and its relevant agencies 
to create awareness about the 
scourge of illicit trade and col-
laborate with them in fighting 
it. One area where their inter-
vention can be felt is in the 
Youth Smoking Prevention 
campaign. Regrettably, the an-
ti-tobacco lobby has evidently 
been too preoccupied with 
agitating for the closure of 
the tobacco industry without 
due consideration to the dire 
socio-economic consequences 
therein. It is safe, therefore, to 
say that anti-tobacco groups, 
as critical stakeholders in the 
global effort to clamp down on 
tobacco consumption, should 
incorporate in their campaign/
advocacy the need to curb the 
influx of flavoured cigarettes 
into Nigeria.

However, it has become 

Flavoured Cigarettes: Fighting a 
scourge within a scourge

more obvious from their re-
cent activities that they tend 
to chase shadows and refuse 
to direct their energies to areas 
where their impact can be felt 
most. Rather than join forces 
with government and orga-
nizations like Youth Smoking 
Prevention campaign organi-
zations to fight youth’s access 
to smoking and indiscriminate 
importation of flavoured ciga-
rettes, they primarily focus on 
maligning and destroying the 
indigenous legitimate tobacco 
industries. They seem not to 
be motivated by an altruistic 
desire but rather by the pecu-
niary gains from negative ac-
tivism and the need to justify 
the huge sums of money they 
get from their foreign sponsors.                                                                                                                                        
The above view was corrobo-
rated in a recent newspaper 
interview granted by  Wale 
Kayode, Director of Operations, 
Narconon Nigeria Initiative, a 
civil society organization com-
mitted to strengthening policies 
on the eradication of drug and 
alcohol abuse in Nigeria, while 
commenting on the conse-
quences of flavoured cigarettes 
and the role of anti-tobacco 
groups.

“The reality is, young people 
in today’s world enjoy having 
options available to them and 
these options unfortunately in-
clude smoking cigarettes. Our 
position is there is a stronger 
voice in my counterparts – the 
anti-tobacco groups – who are 
critical stakeholders in this dis-
course. They have a huge role 
to play in supporting the gov-
ernment’s efforts in curbing the 
influx of flavoured cigarettes in 
the country. They have access 
to different levels of govern-
ment who are willing to support 
them fully on their advocacy 
platforms. These efforts can be 
galvanized into fighting youth 
access to smoking, for example. 
Unfortunately, much of their ef-
fort is committed to maligning 
indigenous tobacco industries 
who can be held accountable,” 

Kayode noted.
Majority of smokers are 

aware of the dangers posed 
by tobacco but find it hard to 
quit. The allure of flavoured 
cigarettes is stronger, especial-
ly to underage smokers/chil-
dren who have penchant for                                                                                                                                              
certain flavours as well as adults 
who did not previously smoke.

Aware of this grave conse-
quence, several governments 
the world over have come 
up with legislations and pe-
riodic plans to ban or control 
flavoured tobacco. The situa-
tion in Nigeria calls for greater 
caution and vigilance given 
the numerous porous borders 
through which these products 
are regularly smuggled into the 
country and the widespread 
corruption among govern-
ment agencies who sometimes 
aid and abet unscrupulous 
importers to subvert regula-
tions and proliferate the Nige-
rian market with illicit tobacco 
products.

Moreover, these products 
constitute greater health risks to 
consumers than the legitimate 
tobacco, as they are not submit-
ted to regulatory bodies for vet-
ting and do not usually meet 
health standards. Flavoured 
cigarette is usually a product of 
illicit tobacco business and illicit 
cigarette dealers are not legally 
authorized to manufacture or 
distribute the products in the 
country. Often, they employ 
subversive tactics to penetrate 
the market and evade tax and 
excise duties, thereby denying 
government of valuable rev-
enue.

As the global community 
looks forward to marking this 
year’s World No Tobacco Day, 
it is hoped that the scourge of 
illicit cigarette will be given its 
desired attention and efforts to 
decrease use of flavoured to-
bacco products among youths 
be intensified.

Ogunlade is of the Centre for 
the Promotion of Enterprise and 
Business Best Practice, Abuja.

 Akeem OgunlAde

going inverter way - World’s next-generation air conditioners

I
ndustry reports indicate 
that the global demand 
for air conditioners is ris-
ing due to rapid growth 

in emerging countries and a 
shift to environmental con-
sciousness in developed coun-
tries. While some are debating 
whether air conditioning is an 
unnecessary luxury in the age 
of global warming, the reality 
is that the global demand for 
space cooling is set to grow in 
coming decades.

According to the Interna-
tional Energy Agency,in a 

report, space heating and cool-
ing systems currently account 
for around 40% of building 
energy consumption around 
the world. And as standards 
of living rise, more than 80 % 
of the growth in space cool-
ing is expected to take place 
in emerging and developing 
economies, pushing up energy 
demand. Much of that growth 
will take place in cities, which 
is also where the greatest po-
tential for energy savings can 
be found. 

 With this booming mar-

ket for air conditioning solu-
tions and with the demand 
expected to accelerate in the 
coming years, the pace of 
global warming will depend 
on technological change for 

air conditioning equipment, 
electricity generation and 
refrigerant gasses.

Over the years, efforts have 
been in place to combat global 
warming issues with con-

tinued advances in energy 
efficiency, which could fur-
ther reduce the impact. Air 
conditioners that are not only 
energy efficient but also utilize 
the latest technology will be 
the highest in demand.

Speaking on this, head of 
Corporate Marketing, LG Elec-
tronics West Africa opera-
tions,  Rajesh Agnihotri said 
in a statement that the most 
efficient technology that is 
available in market today is  
known as inverter technology 
for air conditioners. 
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Gerald Chukwuma

From the lens of a master photographer

L
istening and watch-
ing him some time 
ago on Ndani Tv as 
he shares his story 
of choosing the Arts 

over Law practise, and how 
he has grown his business 
as a creative artist, fashion 
photographer and magazine 
publisher, you will appreciate 
him the more.

“I followed my heart, my 
passion and my life. I am hap-
py afterwards,” the lawyer 
turned photographer who is 
completely and irrevocably 
committed to the path he has 
chosen, says.

The courageous step he took 
some years ago - against the 
wish of close relatives who 
thought there was more pros-
pects in the Law profession 
than in mere photography 
- has paid off. Today, Kelechi 
Amadi Obi is a sought-after 
and leading celebrity photog-
rapher in Africa. But he made 
his mark with the so- called 
mere photography.

It was also that courage that 
made him journey with Jibu-
noh Newton’s Desert Warrior 
Expedition across the desert 
from Lagos to London. If you 
were at the Didi Museum in 
Victoria Island, Lagos, to see 
the exhibition of his desert 
memoirs, you will have no 
option than to salute the cour-
age of every member of the 
team, especially Kelechi, who 
despite the harsh weather 
and dehydration in the desert, 
had the strength to capture 
breathtaking pictures of the 
expedition.

The irony of his choice of 
career is that he delved into 
photography when it was 
not paying, and when the law 
profession seemed to be the 
fad. It was a time every par-
ent wanted his child to be a 
lawyer, doctor or an engineer.

Even while the money was 
not forthcoming, Kelechi was 
without an iota of doubt that 
photography was the path he 
was created to take. Then, he 
was after carving a niche for 
himself in photography, and 
not the immediate gratifica-
tion. “The process of creating 
the work or making the craft 
is my joy. So, whether people 
where paying me or not, I was 
engaged in an activity that I 
thoroughly enjoyed. Hardship 
is not a deterrent because the 
job itself has its own satisfac-
tion. I am encouraged because 

the work I am doing impresses 
even me,” according to Kelechi

While you may choose to tag 
his job common photography, 
he says the difference is the 
skills and professionalism one 
brings to bear in his/her work. 
From brand adverts, events, 
fashion, personal to location, 
his breath-taking works speak 
volume of his skills. For him, 
every job is a self-portrait of 
the person who did it. Hence, 
he insists that a creator of 
any artistic work should au-
tograph his/her work with 
excellence.

Of course, through these 
years his hard work in the 
photography business had 
paid off and is still paying off. 
There are notable recogni-
tions for his creative ingenu-
ity, especially the St. Moritz 
Style Award for Photography. 
While participating in several 
exhibitions within and out-
side Nigeria, top among which 
are: 2006 “Snap Judgement” 
– New Position in Contem-
porary African Photography, 
International Centre of Pho-
tography, New York, USA, 
2005 “Depth of Field” South 
London Gallery, UK, 2004, 
“Lagos” Ifa Gallery, Stuttgart, 
Germany, 2003 “Transferts,” 

very breathtaking works 
that always pay attention to 
details that brought him to 
limelight. It was from then 
that he grew his clientele 
from personal to an unimagi-
nable level today.

It was also his photography 
prowess that made him delve 
into magazine publishing 
recently. Mania Fashion 
Magazine, the colourful and 
high-end style magazine, fea-
tures the best photographs 
of super models, fashion 
designers, fashion parades, 
style events, among others.

You will never get bored 
flipping through as the faces 
of supermodel such as Oluchi 
Orlandi, Ojy Okpe, Agbani 
Darego keep smiling and sus-
taining your attention.

Yet, the ace photographer is 
doing well in other aspects of 
life beyond his career. Happily 
married with four children, 
the loving husband and caring 
father is even more creative 
at home. Beyond his creative 
ingenuity, commitment and 
discipline, he attributes his 
success to the care and un-
derstanding of his family. Of 
course, Julia, his wife and an 
interior decorator, has never 
regretted marrying her man.

Africalia, Brussels, Belgium.
However, the lawyer turned 

photographer had artist blood 
flowing in his veins, even be-

fore training as a lawyer. 
While studying Law, he got 
contracts to draw portraits 
and paintings. It was his 
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Etuk Ubong: The jazz sensation

T
ruly, looks can be 
deceptive. While 
E t u k  U b o n g 
looks more like 
an ambitious and 

hardworking young man, 
the soft-spoken talent does 
not immediately cut the 
part of a Jazz musician.

 On the contrary, Etuk is 
one of the fast-rising Jazz 
trumpeters who are mak-
ing waves at home and at 
the global scene even from 
Nigeria.

Born and raised in La-
gos, the Akwa-Ibom State 
indigene from the Ibibio 
extraction is a trumpeter 
and flugelhorn player who 
started playing music at the 
age of 14. Since then, he has 
honed his craft for a decade 
with eyes on stardom.

Etuk started his music 
coaching under the guid-
ance of Etop Adolphors 
and Victor Ademofe. He 
later went to Peter King Col-
lege of Music and MUSON 
School of Music in Lagos 
to study jazz and classical 
music respectively. Cur-
rently he is enrolled for jazz 
studies at South African Col-
lege of Music, University of 
Cape Town and had earlier 
completed the Berklee On-
line Specialist Certificate in 
Improvisation and he hold 
certificates from Trinity 
College London and the As-
sociated Board of the Royal 
Schools of Music.

Apart from his formal 
studies, Etuk gained invalu-
able experience playing 
with world-renowned mu-
sicians such as Victor Olai-
ya, Femi Kuti, the Gangbé 
Brass Band, Pat Harbison, 
Nduduzo Makhathini and 
many others. In 2012, Vic-
tor Ademofe, Etuk’s for-
mer teacher/ top Nigerian 
trumpeter, invited him to 
play with him at the La-
gos Jazz Series. Following 
that collaboration, Ubong 
who was 21 years then, was 
handpicked by Femi Kuti 
to join his band, and played 
regularly for two years with 
Kuti at the African Shrine, 
at festivals, venues around 

Nigeria and music tours in 
Ghana.  A highlight for him 
was meeting Hugh Maseke-
la, South African jazz legend, 
at the Bayelsa International 
Jazz Festival produced by 
Inspiro Productions in 2013.  
Moving on from Kuti’s band, 
Etuk then played with the 
Gangbé Brass Band, touring 
with them for a while to Be-
nin, the Art Ensemble of La-
gos and then he played with 
various local ensembles and 
bands in Nigeria.

In 2015, Etuk played with 
his Nigerian Quartet, made 
up of Ita Samson on bass, 
Timothy Ogunbiyi on pi-
ano/keyboards and Tom-
brapade Robert on drums, 
at the Lagos International 
Jazz Festival, the Abuja Jazz 
Festival and the MUSON 
Jazz Festival.  Cleveland 
Watkiss, a British vocal-
ist, was impressed by the 
band that he invited Etuk’s 
Quartet to play with him at 
the Satchmo Jazz Festival, 
where he was a headline 
act.  As a member of the In-

ternational Trumpet Guild, 
the young Etuk represented 
Nigeria and Africa at its 
conference in Ohio, USA in 
August 2015 and rounded 
off the year playing in the 
On Mass project headed by 
Jamie Cullum as part of the 
London Jazz Festival. 

In 2016, Etuk relocated 
to South Africa to further 
his jazz studies at the Uni-
versity of Cape Town. A 
smart move which saw him 
rapidly starting to make 
a name for himself in the 
local jazz scene, having 
formed a South African 
Etuk Ubong Quartet with 
three rising talents; Ludwe 
Danxa on piano, Shakeel 
Cullis on double bass and 
Keno Carelse on drums. The 
Quartet have performed at 
top live jazz venues in South 
Africa such as The Orbit 
Jazz Club, African Freedom 
Station, The Crypt Jazz club, 
Sophia-Town Heritage Cen-
tre, The Piano Bar, Straight 
No chaser Jazz club and also 
the Artscape Youth Jazz 

Festival and are developing 
a name with jazz lovers and 
the media alike.  Etuk has 
also performed with various 
other musicians and bands 
by invitation and in South 
Africa has played with Ndu-
duzo Makhathini, Benjamin 
Jephta, Justin Bellairs and 
Ayanda Sikade among oth-
ers. He featured as soloist 
in the Artscape Youth Jazz 
Festival 2016. 

Etuk has also achieved 
some album feats. He re-
corded ‘Miracle’, his de-
but EP, with his Nigerian 
Quartet in March 2016, 
and released the album in 
June.  It features original 
jazz compositions that re-
flect his Nigerian heritage, 
as well as, life philosophy of 
goodwill, peace and love to 
humanity. His current and 
upcoming performances in 
South Africa and Nigeria are 
focused on promoting the 
EP. They include the Jazz in 
the Native Yards Heritage 
Festival with the SA and 
in Nigeria, headlining the 

Abuja Jazz festival and the 
Satchmo Jazz Festival both 
with the Nigerian Quartet. 
Engagements are underway 
for touring in 2017 to the 
USA and Europe. 

No wonder in her reviews, 
Gwen Ansell, acclaimed 
South African music in-
dustry writer, trainer and 
researcher who writes for 
Businessday South Africa 
and BDLIVE South Africa, 
said: “Etuk’s playing ap-
proach offers irresistible 
reminders of Miles Davis 
in the late ‘50s quartet re-
cordings: a velvet tone and 
quiet inventiveness rather 
than brash grandstanding, 
but underpinned by quick 
fingers and an even quicker 
mind...But there’s clearly 
more, and more that’s in-
triguing, to Etuk’s music...
when the trumpet begins, 
the note sequence is distinc-
tively Nigerian, not Ameri-
can, and it’s further in that 
African direction that Etuk’s 
intelligent improvisation 
takes it.”
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NCAC, BoI target 200,000 jobs in the creative industry with MoU

Airtel Nigeria continued 
its spate of philanthropic 
projects this week with 

two new donations to students 
of the Bethesda Home and 
School for the Blind, Surulere, 
Lagos.

In the 11th episode of the third 
season of Touching Lives, the 
telecom services provider pre-
sented university scholarships, 
mobility equipment, and laptop 
computers with voice recog-
nition to two students of the 
institution.

One of the beneficiaries, Philo-
mena Ukwueze, 30, recently 
scored 243 in the Unified Ter-
tiary Matriculation Examina-
tion (UTME) and had received 
an offer to study Guidance and 
Counselling at the University 
of Ibadan.

The other recipient, Christo-
pher Essien, is still studying at 
the Bethesda School. In future, 
he said, “I want to be greater than 
Cobhams Asuquo, the musician 
and record label owner”.

Chioma Evelyn, founder and 
headmistress of the school, said 
the aid package would make sig-
nificant difference for her wards.

“In the school, we use shared 
laptops. But each of them is sup-
posed to have a personal laptop 
as they leave for the univer-
sity. Now you are giving us two. 
These will definitely go a long 
way for us,” she said.

Wana Udobang, host of the 
Airtel Touching Lives pro-
gramme, noted that it had be-
come important for businesses 
and private citizens to partner 
with charities and non-govern-

Airtel Touching Lives reaches out to blind scholars

L
ai Mohammed, Min-
ister of Information 
and Culture, has said 
the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) 

between the National Council 
for Arts and Culture (NCAC) 
and the Bank of Industry (BoI), 
which makes available N300 
million loan for stakehold-
ers in the Creative Industry, 
would create 200,000 jobs in 
the sector.

The Minister said this in 
Abuja on Friday when Oluse-
gun Runsewe, director general 
of the Council, presented to 
him the MoU, which was 
signed earlier in the day.

“I have been reliably in-
formed that top on the list of 
the benefits that will accrue 
from this landmark MoU is 
that it will create over 200,000 
jobs for the sector. This is ep-
ochal, and it is in line with one 
of the cardinal programmes 
of this administration, which 
is job creation and empower-
ment.

‘’The MoU will also act as 
a catalyst for the develop-

International comedian, Sal-
vador from Uganda, Bovi and 
Basketmouth led the pack of 

resourceful comedians at the 
weekend to wow guests at the 
Enugu edition of the ongoing 
nationwide tour of GloLaffta Fest, 
Nigeria’s biggest comedy brand.

The Enugu edition, which was 
the third in the series, threw 
up outstanding comedians who 
would certainly strut the global 
comedy scene in due course.

The show got off to a roaring 
start with neophyte comedians 
such as MC Zino, the duo of 
Sam and Song, MC for God, MC 
Twin Parrot and MC Franchez 
taking turns to dazzle Enugu 
fun-seekers.

A regular member of the cast 
of the popular Glo-sponsored 
TV series, Professor Johnbull, 
MC for God, was outstanding as 
he reeled out original jokes that 

Ugandan Salvador,  Bovi, Basketmouth, 
others wow Enugu at Glo Laffta Fest

mental organisations caring for 
disadvantaged Nigerians.

“There are 4.2 million visually 
impaired people living in Nige-
ria. With the support structures 
that are few and far between, 
when a person becomes blind, 
sometimes the families are un-
able to cope,” she said.

Evelyn said more than 90 blind 
young people have been reha-
bilitated at the centre since it 
was founded in 2005. “Currently, 
we have 85 students,” she added.

The NGO has received most of 
its funding from religious bodies 
and a few individuals, Evenly 
stated, and asked for more dona-
tions from whomever might be 
watching the television series.

“The life of blind people in 
Nigeria is hard. “You see them 
on the streets. You see them 
begging because they don’t have 
anyone to take care of them”, 
she said.

Ukuweze, who lost her sight 
at 21, lamented that her fam-
ily locked her in a room for six 
years. “I lived inside like a pris-
oner,” she said.

Essien was also confined to his 
compound for two years and 
later abandoned by his family. 
He said, “Going blind, I felt all 
hope was lost. I almost commit-
ted suicide.”

Evelyn said, apart from read-
ing and writing classes, Bethes-
da, which provides free room 
and board for everyone in its 
care, also offers training in farm-
ing, fishery, music, craft, and 
football, all at no cost to the 
trainees.

A new episode of Airtel Touch-
ing Lives will be aired this week-
end on television networks 
across Africa, according to the 
Airtel Corporate Social Respon-
sibility unit.

On Saturday, the show will 
run on Africa Magic Urban from 
6:30–7pm and on Africa Magic 
Family from 7-7:30pm. Later, 
at 9pm, it will be broadcast on 
RaveTV.

The next day, Africa Magic 
World will have a rerun from 
6-6:30pm, followed by NTA 
Network at 6:30, and ArewaT-
Vat 7pm. 

resonated well with the apprecia-
tive audience. MC for God used 
caricature to great effect and this 
elicited deafening ovation from 
attendees.

The appearance of the duo of 
Sam and Song on stage ignited 
hearty laughter among the audi-
ence buoyed by the popularity 
of their skits on the social media. 
They act the roles of a preacher 
and an interpreter, with most of 
the punch lines coming from the 
interpreter. Their efforts were 
rewarded with great applause.

MC Twin Parrot also got mas-
sive approval from the audience 
for comically juxtaposing the 
burial rites in the Western World 
and the South Eastern part of Ni-
geria, among other things.

Arinze Baba, a Port Harcourt-
based comedy star, formally 
closed the show with an out-
standing performance. 

ment of the country’s craft 
industries, create a financing 
window and make available 
loanable funds to be accessed 
by all NCAC stakeholders, as 
well as, assist the stakeholders 
in capacity building,” he said.

Mohammed noted further 
that the MoU will equally 
enhance the capacity of pro-
ducers of cultural products 
and services to work towards 
attaining the standard of mod-
ern practice in the packaging 
of their cultural products, to 
enable them compete favour-
ably at the global markets and 
earn the nation’s artists decent 
living.

The Minister commended 
Runsewe for putting together 
‘’the momentous event’’ just 
a few days after assuming of-
fice as the NCAC DG, and also 
thanked Waheed Olagunju, 
acting managing director, BoI, 
for his support for the Creative 
Industry.

“As you may all be aware, 
one of the factors militating 
against the promotion of the 
Nigerian creative industries 

has been lack of access to 
funding for the artists to de-
velop their creative works as 
well as weak access to inter-
national markets, due to poor 
packaging and standard. I am 
therefore happy to say that 
with the signing of this MoU, 
Nigerian artists can heave a 
sigh of relief,” he said.

In his remarks, Runsewe de-
scribed the MOU as a milestone 
in the creative sector, being the 
first time in history that the 
sector would access funds from 
a financial institution with a 
single digit interest rate.

“Today, we have come to 
make a history-making pre-
sentation to the minister. To-
day happens to be a day that 
will create a change and we are 
going to tell our story the way 
it should have been told some 
few years ago,” he said.

The NCAC D G acknowl-
edged the leadership role of 
the Minister, particularly in 
leveraging on the unique po-
tential of the Creative Indus-
try to drive the diversification 
of the economy away from oil.

Olusegun Runsewe, presenting a Memorandum of Understanding between the  Council 
and the Bank of Industry to the Minister of Information and Culture, Lai Mohammed, 
in Abuja recently.

Ghanaian actress Juliet Ibrahim and Nigerian comedian Bovi Ugboma at the Enugu 
edition of Glo Laffta Fest.
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PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

Actor, director and narrator Morgan Freeman was born 
on June 1, 1937, in Memphis, Tennessee.
As a kid, Freeman spent a good portion of his time 
scraping together enough money to see movies, where 
he formed an early admiration for actors like Gary Coo-
per, Spencer Tracy and Sidney Poitier.

It was by chance that Freeman himself got into act-
ing. He was in junior high school and, as punishment 
for pulling out a chair from underneath a girl he had 
a crush on, Freeman was ordered to participate in the 
school’s drama competition. To his surprise, and prob-
ably school administrators, the 12-year-old proved to be 
an immediate natural on the stage, taking top honors in 
the program. 

But while Freeman loved to act, flying—in particu-
lar the idea of being a fighter pilot—was in his heart of 
hearts. And so, upon graduating high school in 1955, 
Morgan turned down a partial drama scholarship and 
joined the U.S. Air Force.

BEHIND CAMERA PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

While attending the University of Chicago, Peirce 
moved to Kobe, Japan for two years to work as 
a photographer and teach English, and then to 
New York City to work as a photography intern 
for Time magazine under photojournalist Alfred 
Eisenstaedt. She then returned to the University 
of Chicago to graduate with a degree in English 
and Japanese Literature. Peirce then enrolled at 
Columbia University, to pursue an MFA in film. 
While at Columbia, Peirce completed The Last 
Good Breath, an experimental short film about 
two star-crossed lovers caught amidst a world 
war in which one lover always lives and the other 
always dies. The short screened as part of the 
Leopards of Tomorrow program at the Locarno 
International Film Festival.
Peirce directed a remake of the 1976 horror film 
Carrie, released on October 18, 2013, and starring 
Chloë Grace Moretz in the lead role.
On February 16, 2011 it was announced that 

Morgan Freeman Kimberly Peirce
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LITTLE BIG SHOTS
Get ready for the world’s most 
incredible kids. This pint-sized 
variety show is larger than life, 

even if its performers are still in 
elementary school. From tiny 

dancers and small singers to mini 
martial arts experts, you’ll see 

jaw...
April 30 2017 

11:30 

Last Man Standing

Mike Baxter is the quintessential 
man’s man. Unfortunately, there 

isn’t a lot of room for that at home 
where he lives with his three 
daughters and wife, Vanessa. 

May 1 2017 
10:10 

Major Crimes

When “The Closer” came to a 
close, doors opened for the detec-

tives in the Los Angeles Police 
Department’s Major Crimes Divi-
sion, with the biggest opportunity 
presented to Capt. Sharon Raydor. 

May 1 2017 
14:00

Pure Genius

Young Silicon Valley billionaire 
James Bell is not one to sit idle 

and wait for things to happen, so 
building state-of-the-art Bunker 
Hill Hospital is the natural pro-

gression for his interest in treating 
rare medical conditions. 

May 4 2017 
13:00

EXECUTIVE DECISION
When terrorists hijack a plane trav-
eling from Greece to Washington, 
D.C., U.S. Army specialist David 

Grant (Kurt Russell) and Lt. Colonel 
Austin Travis (Steven Seagal) join 
forces to bring the plane to safety. 

April 30 3019 
8:13 

Southpaw 

Billy “The Great” Hope (Jake 
Gyllenhaal), the reigning junior 

middleweight boxing champion, 
has an impressive career, a loving 

wife and daughter, and a lavish 
lifestyle. However, when tragedy 

strikes, Billy hits rock bottom, 
losing his family, his house and his 

manager.
April 30 2019 

12:22

Black Mass 

While his brother Bill (Benedict 
Cumberbatch) remains a powerful 
leader in the Massachusetts Senate, 

Irish hoodlum James “Whitey” 
Bulger (Johnny Depp) continues 
to pursue a life of crime in 1970s 

Boston. 
April 30 2019 

19:00 

Legend
Suave, charming and volatile, 

Reggie Kray (Tom Hardy) and his 
unstable twin brother Ronnie start 
to leave their mark on the London 

underworld in the 1960s. 
April 30 2019 

21:00

Channel 110 Movies Action Channel 101 Channel 102 Movies Family MNET Movies Action 106

CELLULAR
Schoolteacher Jessica Martin 

(Kim Basinger) is abducted by 
ruthless crook Ethan (Jason 
Statham) and brought to a 

remote hideout, where she finds 
a broken cell phone. Unfortu-
nately, when she tries to use 
the malfunctioning phone to 

contact the authorities
April 30 2019 

19:00

Wild Card
A bodyguard (Jason Statham) 

goes after the sadistic thug who 
beat his friend, only to find that 
the object of his wrath is the son 

of a powerful mob boss.
May 4 2019 

20:47

John Wick
Legendary assassin John Wick 

(Keanu Reeves) retired from his 
violent career after marrying the 
love of his life. Her sudden death 
leaves John in deep mourning. 

April 30 2019 
22:08 

The Yards

After serving time in prison for 
taking the fall for a group of his 

friends, Leo just wants to get his 
life back on track. So he goes to 
the one place he thinks will be 

safe -- home. 
April 30 2019 

23:50

LOST AND FOUND

Sent to spend the summer with their 
uncle on a remote island, young 
brothers, Andy (Justin Kelly) and 

Mark (Benjamin Stockham), learn 
that their eccentric grandfather 

once owned the island but vanished 
without a trace...

April 30 2019 
25:05 

Le Week-End
A British couple return to Paris many 

years after their honeymoon to 
rejuvenate their marriage.

May 1 2019 
00:05 

The Angriest Man in Brooklyn
After learning that a brain aneurysm 

will kill him in about 90 minutes, a 
perpetually unhappy man (Robin 

Williams) struggles to come to terms 
with his fate and make amends with 

everyone he has ever hurt.
May 1 2019 

02:05
 

Project Greenlight
Aspiring filmmakers submit their 

ideas in the hopes of being given the 
financial and professional backing to 
actually make their movies. Season 
three’s winning script, a horror film 
titled “Feast,” was written by Marcus 

Dunstan and Patrick Melton. 
May 1 2019 

05:25 

CASTLE
Bored with his success, celebrated 
mystery novelist Rick Castle teams 
with NYPD Detective Kate Beckett 
to solve the case of a copycat killer 

who re-creates murder scenes from 
Rick’s novels. 

May 3 2019 
3:10 

The Walking Dead
Based on the comic book series 

written by Robert Kirkman, this grit-
ty drama portrays life in the weeks 

and months following a zombie 
apocalypse. Led by police officer 

Rick Grimes, his family and a group 
of other survivors find themselves 

constantly...
May 1 2019 

4:10  

Wayward Pines
Executive producer M. Night 

Shyamalan brings Blake Crouch’s 
best-selling trilogy of novels, 

“Pines,” to life in this psychologi-
cal, mind-bending thriller about 
a mysterious small town in Idaho 

called Wayward Pines. 
May 1 2019

 9:35 

Bones
Dr. Temperance Brennan, a forensic 
anthropologist who works at the Jef-
fersonian Institution and also writes 
books, has an impressive ability to 

read clues from victims’ bones. 
May 2 2019

1:40 

JANE THE VIRGIN
Jane Villanueva, the daughter 

of a teen mother, grew up 
determined not to repeat her 

mom’s mistakes. Jane is study-
ing to be a teacher, and she is 

engaged to a handsome detec-
tive who supports her decision 

to remain a virgin.
May 3 2019 

21:30 

The Bachelor
The Bachelor is an American 
reality television dating game 
show that debuted on March 
25, 2002, on ABC. The show is 

hosted by Chris Harrison.
April 30 2019 

14:24

Once Upon a Time
“Once Upon a Time” tells the 
story of a new world, one in 
which fairy-tale legends and 
modern life collide. Emma 

Swan is comfortable in her life 
as a bail bonds collector when 
Henry -- the child she gave up 

a decade earlier...

Waffle Street

A rags-to-riches tale of a jaded 
financier who, after losing his 
Wall Street job, finds redemp-

tion and an unlikely friendship 
as a waiter in a 24-hour diner.

May 3 2017 
6:30 

Channel 111 Romance Fox Channel 25 
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With 

Nathaniel Akhigbe

Freeman’s big career break came 1967 when he landed 
a part in an all African-American Broadway production of 
Hello, Dolly! starring Pearl Bailey. Around that time, Free-
man also performed in an off-Broadway production of The 
Nigger Lovers.

In 1987, Freeman’s fortunes changed when he was 
cast in the film Street Smart, which placed the actor on the 
screen as the volatile pimp Fast Black. The role proved to be 
huge success for Freeman, earning him an Oscar nomina-
tion for Best Supporting Actor.

Sunday 07 May 2017C002D5556

Peirce will direct the crime thriller The 
Knife, about two men from opposite 
sides of the law who must overcome 
their mistrust of one another and risk 
their lives in order to infiltrate the 
organization of a ruthless gang leader 
threatening to spread armed violence 
across Los Angeles and the urban 
centers of America.
Peirce is in negotiations to direct and 
executive produce a limited series 
for USA Network written by Andre 
Jacquemetton and Maria Jacquemet-
ton (Mad Men).



TV DRAMA FILMS PERSONALITY
Now showing @ SILVERBIRD CINEMAS, SEC, ABUJA.

THE FATE OF THE FURIOUS THE WEEK ESSENTIAL NEW RELEASES 

COMING SOON MOVIE REVIEW

 Synopsis:
Thought safely en-
tombed in a crypt 
deep beneath the 
desert, an ancient 
princess whose desti-
ny was unjustly taken 
from her is awakened 
in the modern era, 
bringing with her 
malevolence grown 

The 1hr 50mins movie featured acts 
like Bimbo Akintola, Wole Ojo, Dayo 
Amusa, Toyin Abraham, Funsho Ade-
olu, Taiwo Okunlola, Toyin Alausa and 
many more. The movie talked about a 
star and how she managed her mar-
riage with stardom.
Pathetic started on a good note so I 
thought as it featured the renowned ac-
tress Bimbo Akintola, whom so many 
love and would be happy to watch 
again and again, but this was very far 
from being one of her good movies, 
the movie started with revealing to us 
how successful she was as a Star and 
how she sacrificed a lot to make her 
marriage work.
Unfortunately for her she had no clue 
that her husband was HIV positive as 
he had chains of girlfriends outside 
their matrimonial home. 
Well the rest of the movie was about 
him, trying to convince the police that 
he was innocent till they found the 
CCTV memory card that got missing 
from him revealing how he kill his wife 

The Mummy  PATHETIC

and the maid. 
This movie deserves a 4/10 it wasn’t good for me at 
all, so many things were wrong with it, the use of the 
same words and some scenes so many times, poor 
audio and casting, I felt there were some disjoints in 
between the acts and the roles chosen, the storyline 
didn’t cut it at all for me, there were a lot of mistakes 
and some scenes didn’t add up, I kept wondering at 
the end why the police didn’t go into the house to 
save the girl after she called knowing fully the kind 
of man they were dealing with.
Reviewer: Linda Ochugbua  
Interested readers can also review a movie of his or 
her choice of not more than 200 words and sends 
to: nathaniel.akhigbe@businessdayonline.com.
SMS only: 08054692431 

Synopsis:
Maddy (Amandla Stenberg) is a smart, 
curious and imaginative 18-year-old 
who is unable to leave the protection 
of the hermetically-sealed environ-
ment within her house because of 
an illness. 
Initial release: 18 May 2017 (Ger-
many)
Director: Stella Meghie 

Everything, Everything

Smurfs: The Lost Village
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NEWS
 Synopsis:
Mae Holland (Emma Watson) 
seizes the opportunity of a 
lifetime when she lands a job 
with the world’s most power-
ful technology and social me-
dia company. Encouraged by 
the company’s founder (Tom 
Hanks), Mae joins a ground-
breaking experiment ...
Initial release: 28 April 2017 

 Synopsis:
Barely coping 
with the end 
of her mar-
riage, Tessa 
Connover 
learns that her 
ex-husband, 
David, is now 
happily en-
gaged to Julia. 

 Synopsis:
Bert Berns, one of the most im-
portant songwriters of the ‘60s, 
dies at the height of his career.
Initial release: 26 April 2017 
(USA)
Directors: Brett Berns, Bob Sarles

THE FATE OF THE FURIOUS MR & MRS
THE CIRCLE Mercy Johnson hosts first 

Stakeholders Summit as SSA 
to Governor Bello

SLEIGHT

UNFORGETTABLE

BANG! THE BERT BERNS STORY

over millennia 
and terrors that 
defy human com-
prehension.
Initial release: 
2017 (Brazil)
Director : Alex 
Kurtzman

Nollywood actress and Senior Special Assistant 
to the Kogi state Governor on Entertainment, 
Arts and Culture, Mercy Johnson on 26th of 
April hosted her first Kogi State Stakeholders 
Summit on Entertainment, Art and Culture.
In attendance were the state governor, Yahaya 
Bello, dignitaries and more. The event was held 
to figure out ways to move entertainment in-
dustry forward as far as Kogi state is concerned.
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Synopsis:
When a mysterious 
woman seduces Dom 
into the world of ter-
rorism and a betrayal 
of those closest to him, 
the crew face trials that 
will test them as never 
before.
Friday: 11:30AM, 
2:05PM, 4:40PM, 
6:10PM, 7:15PM, 
8:45PM
Saturday: 11:30AM, 2:05PM, 4:40PM, 
6:10PM, 7:15PM, 8:45PM
Sunday:11:30AM, 2:05PM, 4:40PM, 
6:10PM, 7:15PM, 8:45PM
Monday:11:30AM, 2:05PM, 4:40PM, 
6:10PM, 7:15PM, 8:45PM
Tuesday:11:30AM, 2:05PM, 4:40PM, 
6:10PM, 7:15PM, 8:45PM
Wednesday:11:30AM, 2:05PM, 4:40PM, 
6:10PM, 7:15PM, 8:45PM
Thursday: 11:30AM, 2:05PM, 4:40PM, 
6:10PM, 7:15PM, 8:45PM

Going in Style
Synopsis:
Desperate to pay the bills and come 
through for their loved ones, three lifelong 
pals risk it all by embarking on a daring 
bid to knock off the very bank that ab-
sconded with their money.
Friday: 2:30PM, 6:00PM
Saturday: 2:30PM, 6:00PM
Sunday: 2:30PM, 6:00PM
Monday: 2:30PM, 6:00PM
Tuesday: 2:30PM, 6:00PM
Wednesday: 2:30PM, 6:00PM
Thursday: 2:30PM, 6:00PM

Sleepless
Synopsis:
A cop with a connection to the criminal 
underworld scours a nightclub in search of 
his kidnapped son.
Saturday: 1:55PM, 4:25PM, 6:20PM, 
9:15PM
Sunday: 1:55PM, 4:25PM, 6:20PM, 9:15PM
Monday: 1:55PM, 4:25PM, 6:20PM, 9:15PM
Tuesday: 1:55PM, 4:25PM, 6:20PM, 9:15PM
Wednesday: 1:55PM, 4:25PM, 6:20PM, 
9:15PM
Thursday: 1:55PM, 4:25PM, 6:20PM, 
9:15PM

Synopsis:
 
B e s t  f r i e n d s 
Smurfette (Demi 
Lovato), Brainy 
(Danny Pudi), 
C l u m sy  ( Ja ck 
McBrayer) and 

Synopsis:
Kobi and Sharon are 
getting up from a previ-
ous rough patch, the 
family is happy to be 
at peace again despite 
the financial problems 
of Hills oil and gas due 
to the change in government. Sharon 
becomes the breadwinner.
Friday: 2:25PM,  8:05PM
Saturday: 2:25PM,  8:05PM
Sunday: 2:25PM,  8:05PM
Monday: 2:25PM,  8:05PM
Tuesday: 2:25PM,  8:05PM
Wednesday: 2:25PM,  8:05PM
Thursday: 2:25PM,  8:05PM

The Bounce Back
Synopsis:
A relationship guru and best-selling au-
thor find himself falling for the licensed 
therapist who questions his methods.
Friday: 12:30PM, 3:15PM, 5:15PM
Saturday:  12:30PM, 3:15PM, 5:15PM
Sunday:  12:30PM, 3:15PM, 5:15PM
Monday:  12:30PM, 3:15PM, 5:15PM
Tuesday: 12:30PM, 3:15PM, 5:15PM
Wednesday:  12:30PM, 3:15PM, 5:15PM
Thursday:  12:30PM, 3:15PM, 5:15PM

Power Rangers
Synopsis:
A group of high-school students, who 
are infused with unique superpowers, 
harness their abilities in order to save 
the world.
Friday: 12PM
Saturday: 12PM
Sunday: 12PM
Monday: 12PM
Tuesday: 12PM
Wednesday: 12PM
Thursday: 12PM

Gold
Kenny Wells, a prospector desperate for 
a lucky break, teams up with a similarly 
eager geologist and sets off on a journey 
to find gold in the uncharted jungle of 
Indonesia.
Friday: 3:50PM, 8PM

(USA)
Director: James 
Ponsoldt
Sleight

Synopsis:
After his mother’s death, a 
young street magician (Jacob 
Latimore) turns to dealing 
drugs at parties to support 
his little sister. When she is 
kidnapped by his supplier, he 
uses his sleight of hand and 
keen intelligence to find her.
Initial release: 28 April 2017 
(USA)
Director: Justin Dillard

Julia believes she 
has finally met the 
man of her dreams, 
the man who can 
help her forget her 
troubled past. 
Initial release: 20 
April 2017 (Russia)
Director: Denise Di 
NoviTrying to settle 

into her new life, 

Hefty (Joe Manganiello) use a spe-
cial map that guides them through 
the Forbidden Forest, an enchanted 
wonderland that’s filled with magical 
creatures. 
Initial release: 23 March 2017 (Rus-
sia)
Director: Kelly Asbury 

 Synopsis:
Lifelong buddies Willie 
(Morgan Freeman), Joe 
(Michael Caine) and Albert 
(Alan Arkin) decide to buck 
retirement and step off the 
straight-and-narrow when 
their pension funds be-
come a corporate casualty. 
Initial release: 6 April 2017 
(Russia)
Director: Zach Braff

GOING IN STYLE

THE WEEK ESSENTIAL NEW RELEASES 



GCGT7 auditions round off 
with epic performances

T
he long queue at the en-
trance was proof that 
young Lagosians were 
ready for business and 
show the stuff they are 

made of, as everyone was eager to 
display the great talent living in 
them. As early as 6am on April 28 
2017, individuals with various flairs 
from the Lagos region stormed Ultima 
Studios in Lekki to prove themselves 
before the scouts. It was the last re-
gional audition for the season and the 
contestants hoped for a chance to be 
selected into the regional competition 
and thus win the GCGT season 7.

The incredible level of talents exhib-
ited by the participants showed keen-
ness, passion and true commitment as 
the regional talent scouts were held 
spell bound. For any contestant to 
advance into the regional finals, all 
three-talent scouts per audition room 
had to give a yes vote. And so only the 
truly exceptional contestants found 
agreement in all three talent scouts.

Acrobatic dancers; Kehinde Ola-
wonuola & Rachael whyte, violinist; 
Balogun Emmanuel, Drummer Boy; 
Oribi Ibisiki and Pianist ;Munachi 
Mso were among those numerous tal-

Stories by MABEL DIMMA

King Jaja of Opobo, The Concubine, for Rivers at 50 

As part of the activities lined 
up to start the Rivers State 
at 50 celebrations, two care-

fully selected creative works; the 
stage adaptation of Elechi Amadi’s 
acclaimed novel, The Concubine 
and the great nationalist play, King 
Jaja of Opobo will be showcased 
by the state government through 
its ministry of Culture and Tourism.

Jaja of Opobo, Jubo Jumufe, 
was sold at about the age of 12 as a 
slave in Bonny, who later became a 
merchant prince and took the name 
‘Jaja’ for his dealings with the British.

Jaja proved his aptitude for busi-
ness at an early age, earning his 
way out of slavery; he was encul-
tured according to Ijaw rituals and 
eventually established himself as 
head of the Anna Pepple House. 
Under his leadership, Anna Pepple 
soon absorbed a number of Bonny’s 
other trade houses until an ongo-
ing dispute with the Manilla Pepple 
House led by Oko Jumbo forced Jaja 
to break away as Opobo city in 1869.

He had several altercations with 
the British who were trading in 
those regions, especially in the re-
gions lucrative palm oil trade. He 
went through several turbulent 
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wide to audition in Lagos. “Anyone 
who knows me already has an idea 
that I look out for the best talents. I 
don’t condone mediocrity especially 
where talents are concerned. The 
best have been selected and I wish all 
contestants the best as they progress 
in the main competition”.

Radio On-Air-Personality, Gloria 
Maduka also applauded the talents, 
expressing that the talents there are 
just too much. “They have shown a 
lot of passion and displayed a high 
level of expertise. They have literarily 
wowed me at this regional auditions 
and I can confidently say it is bringing 
the auditions to a great end.”

GCGT, Africa’s biggest youth talent 
competition season 7 regional audi-
tions will air on selected television 
channels from May 6, 2017.

An initiative by City of David Parish 
of the Redeemed Christian Church 
of God, GCGT continues to identify 
and celebrate talents in children and 
young adults from age 5 to 20 years.

times which landed him in England, 
where he met Queen Victoria, and 
was her guest in Buckingham Palace.

Jaja died enroute Opobo allegedly 
poisoned with a cup of tea, after he 
was granted permission to return to 
Opobo.

Meanwhile The Concubine is a 
novel which portrays a society still 
ruled by traditional gods. It is set in a 

unite the people of the state with 
their memorable past, says the or-
ganizers.

Leading the cast of King Jaja of 
Opobo is multi-talented actress; 
Monalisa Chinda-Coker who is 
proudly Ikwerre, along with some 
leading Nollywood stars would 
wow audiences on stage in both 
plays respectively. Other talented 
artistes featuring in the play, which 
is written by Miesonuwa Minima 
are Norbert Young, Francis Duru, 
Bimbo Manuel, Walter Anga among 
several others.

Meanwhile, featuring in Concu-
bine, are notable actors including 
Segun Arinze, Ebele Okaro, Onyeka 
Onwenu, Joy Ngadi and several oth-
ers as leading cast members.

While King Jaja of Opobo live 
performance holds on Thursday, 
May 18, Concubine will be staged on 
Tuesday, May 23 at the upscale Hotel 
Presidential, Port Harcourt, Rivers 
State. These golden jubilee produc-
tions, which are already serenading 
the state and its environs is being 
produced by the Thespian Crew 
Consult under the supervision of 
the Rivers State Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism. 

ents who impressed the talent scouts 
and got the nods at the Lagos regional 
competition.

Vocal expert, Ben Ogbeiwi also 
known as Uncle Ben while comment-
ing about the Lagos auditions said he 
was impressed by the amount of con-
testants who have come from far and 

remote village in Eastern Nigeria, an 
area yet to be affected BY European 
values and where society is orderly 
and predictable.

The story concerns a woman of 
great beauty and dignity who inad-
vertently brings suffering and deth 
to all her lovers.

The reason for staging these epic 
dramas is to educate as well as re-
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Twon by Jane berths in Lagos

W
ith mu-
sic blar-
ing and 
e v e r y -
w h e r e 

gaily decorated, the guests 
looking casual but chic in 
their dressing strolled in, 
exchanging pleasantry with 
the ever smiling Jane Gam-
Dede, designer and owner of 
Twon by Jane. The brilliant 
design and artistry, gives 
one the impression of a large 
opulent office space, but on 
closer look, it is a cosy space, 
warehousing a boutique, and 
two office rooms in Lekki, 
from where business will 
hence forth be carried out 
in Lagos.

After years of selling on-
line, Twon-by-Jane decided 
on having a flagship shop, 
which is the visual shop 
where people can actually 
see first-hand, fit on and then 
buy clothes as they please 
instead of the ecommerce 
where items are ordered and 
simply delivered to custom-
ers.

“This gives clients a feel 
of what they are buying and 
that’s what this is all about. 
In fact it has been a long time 
coming and now it is a real-

MABEL DIMMA

magazine. On display were 
blouses, play suit, pants, 
shirts for male and female as 
well as clothing for children.

“I am really excited be-
cause this is a dream of mine 
to have a Nigeria brand. This 
is a first step for us to be able 

to grow,” she said.
Commenting on demand 

for her clothing range, which 
has been around in Bay-
elsa and Rivers, she said the 
good thing is that the Twon 
brand is beginning to stick. 
“It is actually becoming a 

go along with it and face our 
fears and so that is where we 
are today.”

Being the opening of the 
flagship shop, patronage was 
high, as most of the guest 
picked up several items. 
“We’ve had a good outing,” 
Jane said, in regards to the 
sales witnessed. Two par-
ticular items on display 
for sale; the white-net-off 
shoulder lady top and black 
zipper long male shirt were 
a hit.

Asked how she planned 
on getting more clients to 
patronise her products, she 
said, “That is a challenge 
and I am excited. First and 
foremost, I think our quality 
will speak for us as well as 
our designs. For me I do not 
think I am competing with 
anybody because we have 
our own unique style”.

Indeed the future looks 
bright for Twon with this 
opening of a flagship lounge, 
but it doesn’t end there “be-
cause we have a lot of things 
planned,” said Twon explain-
ing future plans.

“For instance, in Septem-
ber, we will be with the Abia 
State government, having 
a fashion show in America 
tagged ‘Abia State Interna-
tional fashion week’. Twon 
will be head-lining, because 
it is a purely Nigerian brand 
and we produce from Aba. 
We are also talking and look-
ing at how we can have an 
exclusively made-in-Aba 
showroom.”

While preparing to enter 
the Lagos market,  Twon 
planned to have a collection 
dedicated to the state tagged 
‘Eko for show’ and according 
to her, “This is the first phase 
of the Eko for Show line; the 
second phase will soon be 
out. For instance, you can see 
the adire playsuit; so we are 
bringing a lot of things made 
from Adire because we felt 
we should do something that 
reflects the story of the place.

“Naturally, I am not a flam-
boyant person, but when 
you are coming into an en-
vironment where you know 
the people are flamboyant, 
you have to live up to that 
demand- so I am trying to up 
my game,” said Jane enthusi-
astically.
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brand reality that people 
are beginning to refer to. For 
instance, a lot of people don’t 
call me Jane; they just call 
me Twon- that means it is 
beginning to get into people’s 
subconscious as a brand- that 
is very good.”

It obviously was no mean 
feat to set up, in fact “this has 
been months of work. At a 
point, I was thinking that we 
should just suspend opening, 
but I just thought again, let us 

ity- after years and months 
of putting it in the bank,” 
explained an excited Jane.

The turnout was impres-
sive as most came to share 
the moment with this entre-
preneurial young lady, who 
is also publisher of DipCreek 
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Graca Machel, founder of NFNV, and wife of late South Africa leader, Nelson Mandela  

G
lobal citizens will 
be converging on 
the ‘Export House’ 
at the Nigerian 
Export Promotion 

Council (NEPC) Corporate Head-
quarters, tomorrow (Monday) to 
formally usher into the country, 
the presence of a Pan–Africa 
Non-Governmental Organ-
isation (NGO) established by 
Graca Machel, wife of the late 
South African president, Nelson 
Mandela, and of Mozambican 
president, Samora Machel, as 
part of her strategy to empower 
African women.

‘New Faces New Voices’ 
is a Pan-African network of 
women in finance and busi-
ness which was established in 
2009 to give African women 
a voice in reshaping financial 
systems on the continent. 
It is presently operational 
in 15 countries across the 
globe, with major presence 
in Africa.                

Speaking to BDSUNDAY 
on the preparations for the 
event, Aishatu Debola Aminu, 
Country director of the group, 
disclosed that the Network 
was primarily conceived to 
engage key stakeholders and 
decision makers in the finan-
cial sector to better recognise 
and harness the untapped 
potential of women as both 
clients and leaders. 

According to her, NFNV 
is currently collaborating 
with strategic partners and 
drivers of change to advocate 
for and demonstrate the mar-
ket opportunity for invest-
ing in women, pointing out 
that the launch of the group 
in Abuja, Nigeria’s capital 
was programmed to bring 
together major national and 
international women leaders 
in political and business circle.    

Aishatu revealed that some 
of the top dignitaries expected 
to flag off the formal launch of 
the group in Nigeria, includes 
the Vice-President, to be rep-
resented by his wife, Dolapo 
Osinbajo.

Tinuola Thompson-Ajayi, 
a two-time chairperson of the 
Association of Professional 
Women Bankers (APWB) of 
Nigeria and a Fellow of Char-
tered Institute of Bankers 
of Nigeria (FCIB), is billed as 
the guest speaker at the oc-
casion, and will be delivering 

ADEOLA AJAKAIYE   

New Faces New Voices: Graca 
Machel’s legacy to Nigeria women

a public lecture entitled ‘The 
Role of Women in Recession 
and Economic Development 
of Nigeria’.

While Justice Fati Abdul-
salam Abubakar, the wife of 
the former military head of 
state, General Abubakar Ab-
dulsalam, is expected to be the 
chairperson of the occasion’

Aishatu adding that the 
NGO has been able to execute 
several laudable achieve-
ments since it was inaugurat-
ed six years ago in the country. 

Other eminent global citi-
zens, expected to attend the 
event include Nomsa Daniels, 
executive director– Graca 
Machel Trust /NFNV-Head-
quarters, who will represent 
the founder, as well as Amina 
Namadi Sambo, wife of former 
Vice-President of Nigeria, 
who is the grand Patron of the 
Nigeria chapter of the NGO, 
in addition to being the big-
gest financial supporter of the 
group in the country.

Top personalities, such as 
the Sarkin Kano, Muham-
madu Sanusi 11, who is on the 
Board of NFNV international, 
is slated to be the Royal Father 
of the Day, entrepreneurs 
such as Aliko Dangote, and 
other women business and 
career leaders, in addition 
to representatives of inter-
national organisations like 
the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOW-

AS), and International Labour 
Organisation (ILO), will also be 
in attendance.

Aishatu explained that the 
NGO was the first pillar of 
Multiple Faces, Amplifying 
Voices” conceptualised by 
Graca Machel, and have the 
following objectives: firstly, 
to improve women`s access to 
finance and financial services, 
secondly, to build the capac-
ity and skills of women as 
entrepreneur, and thirdly, to 
increase the number, visibil-
ity and influence of women 
leadership.

“In Nigeria, the NGO will be 
six years in December 2018. 
Some of the major achieve-
ments of the groups were the 
collaboration entered into 
with some notable NGOs 
in the country on capacity 
building and the signing of 
MoU with Grassroots Micro 
Finance Bank here in Kano. 
And also we have formed stra-
tegic partnership to enable us 
access YouWin Grant.

“Similarly, the group is 
working with rural women to 
develop the culture of banking 
and saving. We are involved 
in giving exposure to women 
owned business/entrepre-
neurs and mentor of emerging 
enterprises in all fronts,” she 
added.

Information collated from 
the fact book of the group 
indicates that in 2012, New 

Faces New Voices partnered 
with Making Finance Work 
for Africa, and the Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) on be-
half of the German Ministry 
for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ) to 
produce a Policy Brief entitled 
‘Advancing African Women’s 
Financial Inclusion’. The Policy 
brief looks at the challenges 
and obstacles that impede 
women’s access to finance 
and financial services across 
Africa.

The book stated that, “Small 
and medium enterprises 
(SMEs) are big drivers of eco-
nomic growth, job creation and 
poverty alleviation across the 
world.  In Africa, 26percent 
of formal SMEs are owned by 
women but when informal 
women-owned businesses 
are included the number be-
comes much larger with many 
countries having high rates of 
female entrepreneurship.

“Despite this, women-
owned businesses struggle to 
get adequate financing to grow 
and expand their businesses.  
The IFC estimates that there 
is a $20 billion funding gap 
in financing women-owned 
businesses. This challenge rep-
resents a vast opportunity for 
commercial banks and other 
financial service providers 
to better serve the women’s 
market segment.

“Under our SME Finance 
work New Faces New Voices 
has been commissioned by 
the UNDP Regional Office 
in South Africa to conduct 
research on funding vehicles 
for women-owned businesses 
that have been established by 
the public and private sector in 
South Africa to put more capi-
tal into the hands of women 
entrepreneurs. Scheduled for 
release in 2014, this report will 
outline the lessons learned in 
deploying capital to women 
entrepreneurs.

“The African Women`s Eco-
nomic Summit (AWES) is an 
initiative of New Faces New 
Voices in partnership with the 
African Development Bank. 
The Summit provides a unique 
platform to exchange ideas and 
best practices with African 
and global experts in order 
to find new and innovative 
ways to harness the untapped 
potential of women in Africa, 
both for their economic benefit 
and for the greater good of the 
continent.

“The summit is held every 
two years and comprises of a 
series of work sessions under-
pinned by data and research.  
From key stakeholders, we aim 
to identify Driver of Change 
and this attracted pledges on 
how to accelerate, women’s 
economic empowerment in 
ways that are tangible, mea-
surable and effective.”



M
ost people believe 
that dreams are 
either figments of 
one’s imagination 
or accumulation of 

events that transpired within the 
day and as such they tend to take 
it with a pinch of salt but Joseph 
Martins, a 39 year old young man 
who escaped a long jail term by the 
whiskers thinks otherwise.

Below is Joseph’s story as told 
by him:

Adulthood they say begins from 
the age of 18 but mine came quite 
early. At the age of 13, I was already 
raking in some income for my par-
ents. You’d wonder how. I did menial 
jobs after school hours for a token. 
Little did I know that I was prepar-
ing myself for the tedious life ahead 
of me?

My father was a farmer so we 
never went a day without food but 
we did go some days without school. 
Although the public school we at-
tended required little tuition fee, 
my father always fumed whenever 
our teachers subjected us to rigorous 
work on the pretence that it was part 
of our school curriculum. On such 
days, my Dad usually declared the 
following day, ‘no school day’ so we 
could regain our expended energy.

“How can they be so wicked? Do 
they think they are smarter than 
us because they can read and write 
and we can’t? They want free labour, 
how about working on the king’s 
farms instead of theirs? Next time 
they take you to their farms, come 
back home!” My Dad flared up one 
of those days.

I was not one of those who had 
tall dreams of becoming a medical 
doctor, lawyer or even teacher be-
cause my father never gave us the 
room to dream big. He said all he 
wanted to do was to make sure his 
children could read and write. The 
rest he says life will teach one.

I lost my father at the age of 16 
and the following year, I left my vil-
lage for Lagos in search of a greener 
pasture. I was determined to make 
something beautiful out of my life 
and be a blessing to my family. Word 
on the street had it that Lagos was a 
land of opportunity where the poor 
can become rich overnight as long as 
they were smart enough. I was very 
smart and by no mean a pushover so 
I knew I would excel.

On 13th of October, 1994 I board-
ed a night bus and arrived safely 
in Lagos in the early hours of the 
following day. I was to stay with a 
distant relative and learn a trade 
but I had other plans up my sleeves. 
While I was watching out for my bus 
stop, my eyes caught something and 
I chuckled. It was some writing on 
the wall that was made with a chalk 
and it read, “Do not urinate here! 
Fine: - N2, 000 and a dirty slap” This 
place must be an interesting place to 
live in, I thought to myself but even 
if it wasn’t, I resolved to make it one.

One of the days I was going 
heading to my Uncle’s shop, I saw 
an opening in a hotel for a laundry-
man. I’d not sent a dime home since 

I got to Lagos five months ago and I 
knew life was difficult so I decided to 
take the job. I walked into the hotel 
and got the job because my neat 
clothes impressed the manager. The 
salary wasn’t impressive but there 
was provision for an apartment. I 
tried to persuade the manager to up 
the salary since I wasn’t taking the 
apartment but he said that’s the way 
it is. I accepted the job.

When I got home that day, I 
shared the news with my uncle but 
it did not sit well with him. All he 
cared about was his shop and not my 
family that was languishing in the 
village. He said taking the job would 
mean not living with him because 
he could not imagine hiring a sales 
boy when he was still housing and 
feeding me. That night, I packed my 
bag and the following day, I bade my 
uncle goodbye.

The apartment was far from 
what I imagined. I had to share a tiny 
room with a cleaner outside and the 
room was situated outside the hotel 
premises. My roommate Cyril was 
not friendly at all and he hardly 
smiled so I made it part of my duty to 
stay out of his way. I became friends 
with some interesting characters, 

made more money from tips and was 
able to send a substantial amount of 
money to my mother a month after.

One of the people that were nice 
to me was Peter; he practically took 
me as his younger brother because 
he was way older than me. He was a 
bar attendant in that hotel and any-
time we had time to chat; he always 
talked about his desire to be rich.

Few months after we became 
friends, Peter told me he’d finally 
stumbled on a lucrative business that 
would fetch him the kind of money 
he saw only in his dreams and he’d 
decided to quit his job. I was curious 
but careful at the same time. What 
kind of job could that be? Peter said 
he would tell when we had some 
time alone and he did tell.

As expected the job was loaded 
with so much risk, the type that 
could land one in jail so I said I wasn’t 
interested. Peter quit his job and we 
did not see for long time. When he 
visited the hotel a month later, he 
looked fresh and well-fed. I began 
giving joining the business some 
serious thoughts. I eventually swal-
lowed my pride and told Peter that I 
wanted in. He said he would speak 
with his partner and get back to me 
and he did.

Three days later, Peter returned 
with what I thought was good news 
at that time. He said I welcomed 
to join them and I felt honoured. 
All we did was to assemble several 
pieces of papers that were cut into 
the shape of money and wash them 
with some chemicals after which to 
my utter amazement, they came out 
looking almost like real money. We 
would pack the fake money inside 
big Ghana-must-go bags.

We would proceed to any big 
supermarket with one of the bags 
inside the boot of our vehicle to shop 
for items we could easily resale. The 
car would be parked a stone throw 
from the supermarket. I would walk 
inside the shop with both counterfeit 
and genuine note while my partners 
waited inside the car. When I buy 
an item and the attendant noticed 
that the money is not genuine, I 
would apologise pretending that 
someone paid me with the money 
after which I would pay and leave 
the shop and never come back. But if 
the attendant was dumb enough not 
to notice, I would signal my partners. 
Immediately, they would move the 
car in front of the shop, buy as much 
as they could after which we would 

How I was saved by my dream
resale at a cheaper price and share 
the money.

I made a lot of money and three 
months after, I moved out of Peter’s 
house into a three bedroom apart-
ment in Ajao Estate. I carried some 
bags of counterfeit money along 
with me and kept it inside one of 
the rooms.

One Friday, Peter came around to 
persuade me to hang out with him 
but I told him I was too tired so he left. 
That night, I had a dream. I saw my 
mother weeping profusely; she had 
emaciated and looked so haggard. All 
I could hear her say was, “Joe, why 
did you do this to me. You lied to me.” 
I was also crying and begging her to 
forgive me. I told her I did it to make 
her and my siblings comfortable. 
Her body language showed that she 
did not believe a single word that 
proceeded out of my mouth. Before 
I could speak further, someone came 
and took her away. At that point, I 
woke up.

The moment I woke up, I glanced 
at the wall clock and the time was 
2.27am. My pillow was soaked with 
tears and there were still tears on my 
face so I got really worried. I spent the 
next thirty minutes trying to figure 
out what the dream was about and 
before long, my mind drifted to the 
bags of counterfeit notes in one of my 
rooms. Without much ado, I hurried 
to the room, lifted the bags one after 
the other close to my fence. I wanted 
to throw the bags over the fence but 
on a second thought, I carried them 
and dumped them in a bush few 
blocks from my house. I came back 
tired, lay on my bed and was still 
thinking about the dream when I 
slept off.

A bang on the door woke me up 
two hours later. It was the police! 
They commanded me to open the 
door immediately else I would be in 
some serious trouble. I did and im-
mediately, they pushed past me and 
started ransacking my apartment. I 
was so shocked that I could not even 
utter a word. My mouth hung open 
for several minutes as I watched 
them hop from one room to another 
turning my house upside down. One 
of them was busy looking over the 
fence. When they were done with 
their ultimate search, one of the po-
licemen said on their way out, “Your 
God has saved you today, you for don 
sleep for jail this night.”

When they left, I hurried to 
Peter’s place to inform him about 
the new development but I was 
several hours late. Peter went to a 
foremost hotel that Friday and was 
spending the counterfeit notes when 
the hotelier alerted the police. The 
policemen raided Peter’s apartment, 
packed some Ghana-must-go bags 
and whisked him away with them.

I wept for my brother from an-
other mother but that was the much 
I could do. I rented out my apartment 
and got a cheaper one in a remote 
area. I also opened a laundry firm 
and brought my family down to 
Lagos with the exception of my 
mother who insists there’s no place 
like home. It’s been twelve years now 
and Peter is still in Jail. I would have 
been there with him if I took that 
dream lightly but I’m glad I didn’t.

CHINWEABGEZE
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Travel
Motherland Beckons unfolds Diaspora tourism plan

Nigeria partners UNWTO on tourism promotion

is the lowest hanging fruit that 
should be plucked to quickly 
reverse the prevailing economic 
downturn. DNERGP offers Nige-
rians in diaspora and their friends 
a template to contribute their 
own quota by visiting Nigeria for 
three days and two nights with a 
payment of one thousand dollar 
apiece”, Akinboboye said.

The recovery plan contains 
twin packages covering tour 

R
i d i n g  o n  t h e  h e e l  o f 
wining the right to host 
the 2018 UNWTO CAF 
Meeting in Nigeria, Lai 

Mohammed Mohammed, Minis-
ter of Information and Culture, 
has announced a tripartite part-
nership involving the Ministry, 
UN World Tourism Organiza-
tion (UNWTO) and global news 
leader CNN to leverage on Nol-
lywood to promote tourism in 
Nigeria.

T h e  M i n i s t e r ,  w h o  a n -
nounc e d the plan at the An-
nual G eneral  Me eting of the 
Nigerian Ass o ciation of Tour 
Operators (NATOP) in Lagos on 
recently, said that talks are at an 
advanced stage to forge a ‘’very 
strong and effective partnership 
to use our comparative advan-
tage in film production, through 
Nollywood, to promote tourism 
in Nigeria’’.

‘’This is a path we have not 
trodden before, but which we 
are sure will go a long way in 
m a k i n g  i t  p o s s i b l e  fo r  u s  t o 
push tourism from the back-
burner to the mainstream of 
the economy,’’ Mohammed said, 
adding that more details of the 
partnership would be provided 
in the days ahead.

M
otherland Beck-
ons on Monday 
( W o r ke r s ’ D a y ) 
launched the Di-
asp ora Nigeria 

Economic Recovery and Growth 
Plan (DNERGP) at its headquar-
ters, La Campagne Tropicana 
Beach Resort, Lekki, Lagos. It 
is a tourism and creative arts 
initiative to revive the Nigeria 
economy and entrench it on the 
part of sustainable growth.

The tourism economic blue-
print was unfolded at a solemn 
and colourful ceremony jointly 
held by Wanle Akinboboye, 
founder of Motherland Beckons, 
and Ferdinand Anikwe, direc-
tor general, of Centre for Black 
and African Arts and Civilisa-
tion (CBAAC), with a number 
of tourists and other important 
personalities, as well as, members 
of the community who have come 
to celebrate the Workers’ Day at 
the resort.

Speaking at the launch, Akin-
boboye, who is also the President 
of La Campaign Tropicana Beach 
Resort, said the newly conceived 
programme, “Is a tourism initia-
tive to revive the ailing Nigerian 
economy in consonance with 
the recently launched Economic 
Recovery and Growth Plan (2017-
2020-ERGP) by the federal gov-
ernment.’’

According to him, tourism 
is the surest and quickest way 
to the economic growth of Ni-
geria hence the introduction of 
DNERGP, which he said has the 
potential for attracting both do-
mestic and foreign inflow into the 
country for growing the tourism 
industry.

‘‘This is because we believe the 
much neglected tourism sector 

and business investment with 
Nigerians in Diaspora and their 
friends with an investment of one 
thousand dollars per individual 
entitled to three days and two 
nights of first class entertainment 
- dance, drama, poetry, authentic 
African music, cuisines and night 
clubbing.

In line with this, he disclosed 
that six tourism destinations, 
namely: Destination Abuja, Des-

He appealed to tourism stake-
holders to work with the Fed-
eral Government to ensure the 
suc c ess of  the 2018 UNWTO 
CAF Meeting, the hosting right 
of which Nigeria won at the last 
edition of the meeting in Addis 

tination Cross River, Destination 
Kano/Kaduna; Destination Enu-
gu and Destination South West 
has been created for the tours. He 
further stressed that tourists are 
most likely to spend between two 
to four weeks, thereby resulting 
into additional expenditure of 
about $4,000 on travels, family 
and sundry expenses.

According to him, ‘‘A foremost 

Ababa, Ethiopia, last month.
‘’As many of you are aware, 

Nigeria recently won the right 
to host the annual UNWTO CAF 
Meeting in Abuja in 2018. Yes, 
this is not the first time Nigeria 
will be hosting this meeting, but 

tour operator in Nigeria has been 
appointed to superintend this 
project and our expectation for 
the first operational year is one 
million Nigerians and their one 
million friends, with a corre-
sponding $2 billion injection into 
the Nigerian economy.    ‘‘More-
over, apart from the leisure and 
entertainment package, there 
is also the business plan where 
Diaspora Nigerians, who are 
interested in doing business at 
home but cannot fathom what to 
do and how to go about it can be 
distributors and part owners in 
companies and businesses with 
good rate of returns on invest-
ment under the auspices of the 
Motherland Beckons/MUSIAD 
Treaty signed in December 2016”.

Also, he disclosed that Moth-
erland Beckons would create a 
Diaspora Industrial Zone (DIZ) as 
the Ooni of Ife, Oba Adeyeye Eni-
tan Babatunde Ogunwusi Ojaja 
II, has donated 2,000 hectares of 
industrial land for this purpose in 
his domain.

Anikwe in his remarks laud-
ed Akinboboye for his immen-
surable contributions to tour-
ism, culture and creative arts 
in Nigeria and in Africa while 
describing DNERGP as a quiet 
revolution and a concerted cre-
ative effort at proffering a simple 
solution to the economic reces-
sion in Nigeria. He proclaimed 
the endorsement of CBAAC for 
DNERGP and pledged to work 
assiduously towards the success 
of this private sector led initia-
tive, which he calls a win-win 
situation for the Diaspora and 
the people of Nigeria.

Fun time at La Campagne Tropicana       Beach Resort

Governor-Imoke-inaugurating-the-adult-session-of-the-Carnival-Calabar

provide the ne c essary skills , 
competencies and ingredients 
for growth and progress.

‘ ’Stakeholders are als o in-
vited to package and promote 
Nigerian destinations,  go o ds 
and services. This will create 
d i re c t  a n d  i n d i re c t  e m p l o y -
ment through tourism, grow the 
economy, increase the national 
GDP, position Nigeria as an all-
year-round tourism destination 
and establish a worthwhile, ac-
ceptable and recognizable image 
of the country among tourists. 
Let us all tour Nigeria, let us 
all consume more of made in 
Nigeria, let us all know more of 
our heritage. Let us all celebrate 
Nigeria,’’ Mohammed said.

He said as part of efforts to 
improve Nigeria’s ranking on 
the Tourism Competitive Index 
of the World Travel and Tourism 
Council ,  the government has 
s et up a Presidential Council 
on the Ease of Doing Business, 
and disclosed that the Council 
has completed, in 60 days, 31 
reforms across its eight priority 
indicators in areas such as the 
Simplified Visa on Arrival Pro-
cess, Infrastructural improve-
ments at the Abuja Airport and 
the new Immigration Regulation 
2017.

this time we must leverage on the 
meeting as a platform to promote 
Nigeria as a preferred tourism 
destination,’’ the minister said.

He urged the private sector to 
partner with the government to 
grow the tourism industry and 
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Again, NATOP sets tourism agenda at AGM

D
u r i n g  i t s  l a s t 
year’s  Annual 
General Meeting 
(AGM) in Calabar, 
the Nigerian As-
sociation of Tour 

Operators (NATOP) had an 
action packed meeting that re-
sulted in setting serious agenda 
for tourism development for the 
present administration, which 
was barely one year in office 
then.

The agenda included: review 
of the Tourism Master Plan for 
immediate implementation, 
the resuscitation of Presiden-
tial Council on Tourism (PCT), 
which was only active during 
Olusegun Obasanjo’s adminis-
tration, simplifying the procure-
ment of the Nigerian visa for 
foreigners with emphasis on 
visa on arrival, improvement 
of infrastructure at Nigerian 
airports, creating awareness of 
how best to treat visitors by port 
security personnel, especially 
the Immigration,  appointment 
of substantive director general 
for the Nigerian Tourism De-
velopment Corporation (NTDC)  
among others.

Of course, the stakeholders 
at the NATOP Calabar AGM 
anonymously urged govern-
ment to see tourism as the 
lowest handing fruit for the 
diversification of the economy 
away from crude oil.

Surprisingly, the government 
listened and acted in a swift. 
However, this year’s NATOP 
AGM, which held recently at 
the Renaissance Hotel, Ikeja 
Lagos, on May 2, 2017, drew 
government even closer to the 
Nigerian tourism private sector 
in exchange of ideas and collabo-
ration on how best to move the 
tourism industry forward going 
by the benefits government 
gained from implementing some 
of the recommendations of the 
last year’s AGM.

“In your last AGM in Cala-
bar, you had issued a 10-point 
agenda. As a listening govern-
ment, we have started working 
on all good ideas proffered by 
experts because we believe that 
tourism is really the low hang-
ing fruit in Nigeria. We have set 
up a committee to review the 
Tourism Master Plan for imme-
diate implementation, a steering 
committee for the Presidential 
Council on Tourism has already 
met as a prelude to resuscitation 
of the PCT.

“Government has set up a 
Presidential Council on the 
ease of doing business in order 
to improve our ranking on the 
Tourism Competitiveness index 
of the World Travel Index and I 

am proud to announce here that 
only last Monday this council 
announced that it has completed 
in 60 days 31 reforms across the 
council’s eight priority indica-
tors in areas such as the sim-
plified Visa on arrival process, 
infrastructural improvements at 
the Abuja Airport and the new 
Immigration regulation 2017. 
The simplified visa on arrival 
process today include e-submis-
sion of application to dedicated 
NIS email address on oa@immi-
gration.gov.ng as consolidated 
arrival and departure forms are 
available and are in use at the 
nation’s airports”, Lai Moham-
med, Minister of Information 
and Culture, told stakeholders at 
this year’s NATOP AGM.

In appreciation of the swift 
action by the government on 
its last year’s agenda, Onung 
Nkereuwem, president, NATOP, 
in his welcome address, com-
mended the federal government 
through the ministry of Infor-
mation and Culture for so far 
attempting to delve into several 
issues that the body raised in its 
last AGM.

However, the AGM, which 
held on the theme, ‘Positioning 
Tourism within the Nigerian 
Economic Space’, also witnessed 
an engaging paper presentation 
by Liyel Imoke, the former gov-
ernor of Cross River State. The 
former governor, in his presen-
tation titled: Building Blocks of 
Tourism Products, cleared the 
air on the roles of the various 
stakeholders, how and when 
collaboration works.

While the private sector 
drives tourism development, 
Imoke insisted that government 

should stick to providing the en-
abling environment as modern 
government has no business 
in business. 

Retelling the success story of 
Cross River Tourism and chal-
lenges in building the Carnival 
to its present level, the former 
governor noted that for tour-
ism to thrive at a national level, 
all stakeholders must collabo-
rate, learn, exchange ideas and 
be willing to sacrifice.

“The idea of Calabar Fes-
tival started with the vision 
expressed before 1999 by group 
of young people who wanted to 
make a difference in tourism. 
But the good news is that the 

state has gotten the Carnival to 
the level that no governor can 
reverse it because the Carnival 
has gotten it right in terms of 
focus on products, policy and 
regulations”, Imoke said.

One highlight of the AGM 
was that for the first time, it 
drew the participation of the 
Minister of Information and 
Culture and the director gen-
eral, NTDC.

For Folorunsho Folarin Cok-
er, the new director general, 
NTDC, the AGM was a platform 
to formally meet the Nigerian 
tourism private sector and so-
liciting for their support in 
moving tourism to an enviable 

Ikechi Uko, CEO, Akwaaba 
Travel Market and a mem-
ber of NATOP, noted that the 
future of tourism belongs to 
the young tour operators who 
against all odds are making 
tourism count in the economy.

He disclosed that they have 
been able to help Nigerians to 
see old attractions with new 
eyes hence an increasing num-
ber of local tours.

The AGM closed on a good 
note, as NATOP inducted the 
young tour operators, while 
still insisting on collaboration 
by all stakeholders to make 
tourism count in Nigeria.

Liyel Imoke at the event

Dignitaries at the event

height in the country. 
Coker, who described Nige-

ria as the cheapest holiday des-
tination, said for the country to 
have a sellable tourism brand, 
there must be re-branding on 
a national scale, hence the 
emphasis on domestic tourism. 

Another highlight of the 
AGM, which was a first for 
the association, was the as-
semblage of young tour opera-
tors from across the country, 
who shared their views, feats 
and challenges at promoting 
domestic tourism at their indi-
vidual levels.

Chiamaka Obukwe, CEO, So-
cial Prefect and Pelu Awofeso, 
CEO, Travel Next Door, thrilled 
the gathering with their expe-
riences and challenges. For the 
young tour operators, Nigeria 
has a lot to offer in terms of 
tourism, but it takes passion, 
persistence, commitment and 
time to get the public to buy 
into domestic tours. 
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Air Peace Gets IOSA Certificate

L
eading domes-
tic carrier, Air 
Peace has been 
granted the 
International 

Organisation Safety As-
sessment (IOSA) cer-
tificate issued by the 
International Airlines 
Transport Association 
(IATA).

The certificate was 
presented to Allen Ony-
ema, Chief Executive 
Officer of the airline, at 
the company’s head-
quarters located at Sobo 
Arobiodu in Ikeja GRA, 
Lagos.

Speaking before the 
presentation of the cer-
tification, Samson Fa-
tokun, IATA Area Man-
ager for West Africa, 
applauded Air Peace for 
their ability to pass all 
the huddles, adding that 
such feat is rare.

Fatokun who pre-
sented the IOSA cer-

tificate informed that 
by the end of 2017 all 
African airlines will be 
on IOSA registry adding 
that it requires perfect 
support of the CEO of 
the airline.

Today, we are pleased 
to present the certificate 
to Air Peace, meaning 
that they have met the 
requirements. Air Peace 
has met all the safety 

people who want to do 
business with the airline 
to be assured that the 
level of safety required 
is there.

“Such c ertificate 
makes all know that the 
aircraft management 
and maintenance are 
safe. It gives the passen-
gers more assurance and 
confidence. Air Peace 
needs to keep it because 
the requirements keep 
changing. Air Peace will 
move to enhanced IOSA 
whereby the quality as-
surances are being mon-
itored on daily bases”.

In his response, Allen 
Onyema thanked the 
IATA representatives, 
adding that this is the 
first time an airline could 
achieve such feat within 
a period of two and half 
years.

Onyema said “I am 
very proud for what 
God has done. I thank 
the passengers. We are 
happy and I am short 
of words. We have got 

MMA2: GWX commends Bi-
Courtney Aviation Services at 10

G
WX, a key and lead-
ing logistics com-
pany in Nigeria, has 
lauded the Board, 

Management and Staff of Bi-
Courtney Aviation Services 
Limited (BASL), operators 
of the Murtala Muhammed 
Airport Terminal Two Lagos 
(MMA2), for successfully 
managing the world-class fa-
cility in line with global best 
practice in the past 10 years.

MMA2, operated under 
the Public-Private Partner-
ship concession agreement 
between the Federal Govern-
ment and BASL, a member of 
The Resort Group, is the first 
successful privately-funded 
Design, Build, Operate and 
Transfer (DBOT) airport ter-
minal in Nigeria.

It was inaugurated in 
2007 by former President 
Olusegun Obasanjo.

GWX Board and manage-
ment in a statement con-
gratulated Bi-Courtney for 
the successful pioneering of 
PPP initiative in airport man-
agement in the country and 
setting the pace for airport 
and allied businesses growth 
in Nigeria.

It also lauded the BASL 
management for consistently 
keeping the sprawling termi-
nal in international standard 
since inception in 2007.

“MMA2 is indeed a great 
success story of a pioneering 
PPP initiative in the avia-
tion industry in Nigeria. It 
reinforces the belief that if 

given a chance, Nigerians can 
build Nigeria and make the 
economy to become one of 
the 20 greatest in the world in 
line with the Federal Govern-
ment’s vision 20:2020,” GWX 
said in the statement issued 
on Thursday.

“We rejoice with the 
board, management and staff 
of BASL as well as users of 
the facility on the occasion 
of the 10th anniversary. We 
also congratulate the Federal 
Government for giving PPP 
initiative a chance to thrive in 
the industry,” it added.

MMA2 was rated in 2014 
by the Federal Ministry of 
Aviation as the best airport 
terminal in the country.

Bright Aghogban, general 
manager, Corporate Services, 
GWX, which runs BASL’s 
cargo processing facility, says 
the company will continue to 
partner Bi-Courtney to raise 
the bar on air transport safety 
in Nigeria.

According to him, GWX’s 
partnership with MMA2 on 
cargo facilitation has led to 
enhanced level of safety, se-
curity and efficiency in cargo 
processing & airlifting at the 
world-class facility.

The cargo shed of the 
terminal, he said, is equipped 
with ultra-modern state-of-
the-art screening machines 
that can detect any kind of 
unsafe, dangerous or prohib-
ited items.

According to GWX, the 
cargo shed at MMA2 is a 
world-class facility where 
goods are assembled, sorted, 
screened and prepared for 
shipment before being air-
lifted.

Highlighting the state of 
the facility, Aghogban said, 
“The whole system at the 
cargo facility is 100% auto-
mated – giving little or no 
room for human errors.

He said, “Indeed our part-
nership with Bi-Courtney 
has brought some degree 
of safety awareness among 
stakeholders in the cargo seg-
ment especially among our 
cargo agents. We have taken 
time to train them on various 
areas of the cargo business 
especially on security and 
safety. The company has on 
several occasions organized 
seminars and workshops 
highlighting basic awareness 
on identification of danger-
ous and prohibited items.

“Hence, MMA2 cargo fa-
cility is equipped with the 
latest infrastructure and 
trained personnel who are 
able to carry out the busi-
ness of cargo processing in 
line with global standards. 
The facility has also been 
upgraded in recent times.”

standards of other air-
lines in advanced coun-
tries. I congratulate the 
organisation”, Fatokun 
said.

Stressing that it takes 
a very rigorous system 
to actualise IOSA stan-
dard, Fatokun added “It 
is a very good and big 
achievement; it takes 
a very rigorous system 
to actualise it. We are 

encouraging you to stay 
there. Getting it is one 
thing and staying there 
is another thing. It is 
valid for two years; make 
sure you stay up there”.

Reeling out the im-
portance of IOSA certifi-
cate, the IATA represen-
tative said that it gives 
the airline opportunity 
to tell others that safety 
is important. It also gives 

what many airlines in 
Nigeria and Africa could 
not get. It shows that 
God is with us. Govern-
ment should begin to 
believe that we will get 
it right in Nigeria. With 
Air Peace, Nigeria will 
get it right this time. The 
year of airline falling 
apart after 10 years has 
passed. I run Air Peace 
like a passenger with 
phobia for flying. I want 
it to be so safe and we 
want top notch pilots, 
engineers and workers. 
We try to get everything 
right”.

With the IOSA certifi-
cate, he said he is already 
making consultations 
with some foreign air-
lines for codeshare ar-
rangements. “I travelled 
four days ago because of 
codeshare. We are not 
afraid of codeshare with 
a reputable airline. Most 
foreign airlines are eager 
to do business with us. 
They want to work with 
Air Peace”.

Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE

Etihad aviation group appoints Gavin 
Halliday as managing director, Hala Group

E
t i h a d  A v i a t i o n 
Group (EAG) today 
announced the ap-
pointment of Gavin 

Halliday as Managing Direc-
tor of Hala Group, its destina-
tion management and global 
loyalty unit.

At Hala, Halliday will lead 
EAG’s new global loyalty 
company which brings to-
gether Etihad Guest with the 
loyalty programmes of other 
EAG partner airlines. He will 
also have responsibility for 
EAG’s destination and con-
ference management organ-

isations, which are critical 
elements of the company’s 
plans to grow leisure and 
business travel to Abu Dhabi 
and the UAE. 

Halliday brings to his new 
role more than 30 years of 
experience at British Air-
ways and other IAG business 
units. For the last three years, 
he has been Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Avios, IAG’s 
global loyalty programme. 
Previously, he held senior 
commercial positions at IAG, 
Iberia, British Midland and 
British Airways.

... To offer better services through codeshare

Mohamed Mubarak Fad-
hel Al Mazrouei, Chairman 
of the Board of the Etihad 
Aviation Group, said: “Hala 
is a critical element of Eti-
had’s strategy to leverage the 
combined reach and value of 
our airline partners. It also 
is an important platform for 
realising the full potential of 
Abu Dhabi and the UAE as a 
preferred destination for busi-
ness and leisure travel. Gavin 
is an innovator and leader in 
the industry – we are excited 
to have him join EAG’s leader-
ship team.

Virgin Atlantic unveils upper class special fare offer

V
irgin Atlantic has 
unveiled another 
exciting fare offer 
for their esteemed 

current and potential cus-
tomers in the Upper class 
cabin as part of their con-
tinuous effort to appreciate 
patronage and customer 
loyalty.

Fly from Lagos to London 
in the exciting, comfortable 
and luxurious Upper class 
cabin from $2,800 exclusive 
of taxes, from 1st to 30th 
June 2017. Terms and condi-
tions apply.

The Virgin Atlantic Up-
per class cabin offers, both 
loyal and potential custom-
ers, an unforgettable travel 
experience with many ex-
citing packages including; 

fantastic miles offer which 
may earn you reduced fares 
and even a free ticket in the 
future.

Virgin Atlantic also of-
fer access to lounges in 
Lagos and London, world 
class and exciting inflight 
entertainment system on-
board, with some of the 
most recent movies and 
entertainment packages.

Added to this is the Vir-
gin fast track check-in and 
arrival service at both the 

Lagos and London Heath-
row Airports, while the ex-
cellent and dedicated world 
class crew would be at your 
beck and call throughout 
the flight.

No doubt, Virgin Atlantic 
makes your travel a little 
more fun and exciting with 
the fully flatbed seat and a 
personal cabin space, all of 
which combine to create 
that unique travel experi-
ence that sets their custom-
ers apart from others.



Makoko: The 
venice of Africa

T
he choppy boat 
ride only lasted 
about 20 min-
utes but in that 
time, I consid-

ered whether there would 
be a need to paddle to shore. 
We were approaching a new 
locale. Houses ahead…on 
water. 

A shout of “Yevo” was 
quickly taken up and cho-
rused repeatedly at high vol-
ume like a rallying cry. Eyes 
everywhere were upon us. 
Children shouting, danc-
ing, posing, pointing. People 
staring, some friendly, most 
curious, some suspicious, still 
others disdainful. Welcome 
to Makoko, the stilt village of 
Lagos.

A place almost of folklore, 
Makoko has existed as a fish-

ing village for over a century. 
In fact, most of the fish sold 
in markets all over Lagos is 
caught by the Makoko fishing 
community. Sometimes ironi-
cally referred to as the “Venice 
of Africa”, it was once a target 
for demolition by the Lagos 
State government in 2012 to 
transform the slum village 
into luxury accommodation. 
After much public outcry and 
opposition, the demolition 
was halted as a regeneration 
plan was submitted to the 
State government, though it is 
unclear what steps have since 
been taken in implement-
ing the proposed regenera-
tion. With a population said 
to be over 100,000 mainly 
composed of Egun migrants 
from Badagry, but also of 
the Ijo from Ondo and some 

Beninoise, the diversity of 
the residents is heard in the 
conversations as strains of 
French and Yoruba and other 
tongues are spoken.

Our guide was the broth-
er of the local chief, Shem-
ade Noah who welcomed us 
with refreshments. Cruising 
through the canals of Makoko 
was a fascinating experience. 
As we saw the large numbers 
of boats gliding up and down 
the waterways, I noted that 
Lagos’ trademark traffic is not 
confined to motor vehicles 
on land. It was remarkable 
to see very young children 
expertly navigate the water-
ways by boat on their own. 
Someone in the group asked 
Mr Noah to confirm or deny 
the oft peddled anecdote that 
the people of Makoko would 
throw newborn children into 
the water. He laughed off the 
urban myth but explained 
that most of the kids from 
the age of 4 learn to swim by 
teaching themselves. 

Sadly, whilst the children 
seemed perfectly adept with 
navigating the waters and 
running their floating shops, 
there appears to be a very low 
percentage of those children 
who attend school on a regu-
lar basis. 

This is due to a number of 
reasons including the fact that 
there is only one school in the 
stilt village with 249 students. 
Clearly with a population of 
over 100,000 there simply 
won’t be enough places for 
all the children. There is also a 
lot of suspicion of the schools 

on the land and parents are 
reluctant to send their young 
ones to schools on land due 
to perceived dangers.

That negative perception 
of the “land” and the “Yevo” 
(which means “white man”) 
was evident as we cruised 
through the “Venice of Africa”. 
Although I had been keen for 
a while to see this other side of 
Lagos and better understand 
my city, it quickly became 
apparent that most people 
and even the children had an 
aversion to cameras. I could 
understand their unease par-
ticularly in respect to pictures 
as I have never and will never 
advocate poverty tourism. 

But at the same time, I do 
think it is important for Mako-
ko to be seen and experienced 
and for awareness to be raised 
to support the needs of the lo-
cal people. To that end, I tried 
to respect their privacy by 
mainly focusing my pictures 
on the buildings and the stilt 
village itself but I think as we 
left, the residents were glad to 
see the back of us. For my part, 
I had seen so many paintings 
of this particular locale and 
I am so pleased to now have 
finally been to the mysterious 
and intriguing stilt village of 
Makoko.

Regular trips to Makoko 
are organised by the Nigerian 
Field Society costing around 
N5000 per person. The mon-
ies from the trip fees go to-
ward supporting the Makoko 
Floating School by paying 
two teachers’ salaries and the 
general upkeep of the village.

43Sunday 08 May 2016 SUNDAYBD 

Traveller’sChronicle

Bidemi is a lawyer by day, 
traveller and enjoyment minis-
ter the rest of the time. Oh, and 
also a minion to her hair, Grace 
all the time – yes, her hair is 
named Grace! To follow more of 
Bidemi’s adventures here, there 
and everywhere, head over to 
her blog,

www.bidsingraceland.com or 
follow her on Instagram @Bids-
inGraceland



Health&Science

F
orm e r m i ni s te r  of 
Health, Eyitayo Lambo, 
a Professor, is expected 
to make a keynote pre-
sentation at a sympo-

sium that will examine ways of 
fostering collaboration among 
the various health care profes-
sionals. Jointly organized by the 
Nigeria Academy of Pharmacy 
and the Pharmaceutical Soci-
ety of Nigeria, the Symposium 
which will assemble profes-
sionals drawn from medicine, 
pharmacy, nursing, medical labo-
ratory sciences and other health 
professions, will hold at the 
University of Lagos on May 11.

According to Julius Adelusi-
Adeluyi, another former health 
minister and president of the 
Nigeria Academy of Pharmacy, 
collaboration among the vari-
ous professionals is critical if 
the health sector is to realize its 
full potential. The health sec-
tor he said “is brimming with 
well-trained and diligent profes-
sionals – doctors, optometrists, 
medical laboratory scientists, 
nurses and many others – who 
can best optimize their train-
ing, talent and expertise in a 
conducive environment devoid 
of acrimony.”

In addition, said Adelusi-
Adeluyi, “collaborative practice 
is now being actively cham-
pioned by the WHO. When 
health workers from different 
professional backgrounds work 
together, there will clearly be 
a much better likelihood that 
the patient will receive the best 
quality of care.” Such collab-
orative practice must however 

Health experts brainstorm on 
interprofessional collaboration

be preceded by an ingrained 
culture of inter-professional col-
laboration, he said, adding that 
“today, several initiatives around 
the world, support an integrated 
model of care for the patient, that 
deploys the collective expertise 
and talent of the entire health 
team.” The symposium is one in 
a series of activities that seeks 

The Oyo State Government 
is to commence the Second 
Round National Immuniza-

tion Plus Days (NIPDs) across the 
state between  May 6-9, 2017.

 The State Commissioner of 
Health, Azeez Adeduntan an-
nounced this recently in Ibadan 
while speaking on the forthcom-
ing NIPDs, saying that children 
would be given oral polio and all 
missed routine antigens against 
Poliomyelitis, measles, hepatitis, 
diphtheria and yellow fever 
while pregnant woman would 
be immunized against Tetanus 
toxoid.

 Adeduntan advised parents 
and care givers to bring out their 
children and wards from 0-59 
months of age for immunization, 
noting that Vitamin A will also 
be administered on children 
between the age of 6months - 
5years.

 The Commissioner explained 
that enough personnel have 
been engaged to conduct the 

AKINREMI FEYISIPO, Ibadan

Polio: Oyo commences second round immunization this week

to fast-track the emergence of a 
culture of mutual trust and col-
laboration among the various 
professionals, he stated.

Apart from Lambo, a long list 
of distinguished professionals 
from the various health disci-
plines are billed to participate in 
the symposium, which has also 
received the endorsement of the 

exercise simultaneously across 
the 33 Local Government Areas 
and the newly created 35 Local 
Council Development Areas 
(LCDAs) of the state to ensure 
that all children are immunized 
against the diseases.

various professional groups in 
the health sector, including the 
Nigeria Medical Association, the 
National Association of Nigeria 
Nurses and Midwives among 
others, who have all pledged to 
participate actively in the initia-
tive. Lined up so far as speakers 
are Ebun Sonaiya, a medical doc-
tor and former president of the 

Adeduntan,a medical doctor 
who commended community, 
religious and traditional leaders 
as well as other stakeholders in 
the state for their support and 
cooperation in ensuring the 
smooth conduct of the exercise 

SUNDAYBD 44 C002D5556  Sunday  07 May  2017

Guild of Medical Directors, Jimi 
Agbaje, a Pharmacist and front-
line politician, Dennis Agbonla-
hor, a Professor  and a leading 
light of the medical laboratory 
scientist profession as well as 
Sade Modupe Jokotola, a veteran 
nurse. Chukwuma Muanya, a 
health journalist is also lined up 
as a speaker.

during the first round, urged 
all stakeholders to continue to 
co-operate with immunization 
officials for the second round of 
the exercise to be successful and 
hitch-free.

According to him, “Children 

will be immunized against po-
liomyelitis, measles, hepatitis, 
diphtheria, tetanus and yellow 
fever during the immunization 
exercise to be held in all health 
facilities and immunization cen-
tres across the state. The children 
that are also due for Vitamin A 
will get it. Also, pregnant women 
will be immunized against teta-
nus toxoid.

 “We are impressed with the 
level of compliance by parents, 
care givers and other stakehold-
ers. We want them to continue 
to cooperate with us and this 
will facilitate quick response in 
preventing diseases and address-
ing other emergency situations 
in the state.

 “We are committed to Polio 
free State and we want to urge 
parents to take advantage of the 
second round of NIPDs to get 
their children and wards immu-
nized. The immunization is free 
as well safe and routine vaccina-
tion continues after the campaign 
at health facilities across the 
state,” Adeduntan added.



Health&Science
45C002D5556 SUNDAYBD  Sunday  07 May  2017

Stakeholders call for comprehensive HIV/AIDS services in 
health insurance scheme

Stakeholders have called on 
state governments in Ni-
geria to incorporate a com-

prehensive HIV/AIDS services 
including testing and treatment 
as part of the Nigeria Health In-
surance Scheme (NHIS) in other 
to achieve a cost effective and 
sustainable healthcare.

 Health management organ-
isations (HMOS) in Nigeria in-
cluding currently excludes HIV/
AIDS care in the services they 
render thereby reducing the op-
portunity for patients afflicted 
with the disease. Experts are 
calling for NHIS to incorporate 
management of the diseases as 
standard. 

“We urge state governments to 
include comprehensive HIV ser-
vices and not only HIV testing in 
their Health Insurance Schemes,” 
said Sani Aliyu the director-
general of National Agency for 
Control of AIDS (NACA)

 Aliyu further said, “HIV as 
part of part of Health Insurance is 
achievable. It protects individu-
als and families from financial 
hardship. What is required to 
achieve this is accountability and 
transparency in the process as 
this will ensure that citizens trust 
the system and Health Insurance 
coverage will increase across the 
country.”

Giving a breakdown of the 
cost involved in HIV care, Aliyu 
said that it cost about N50, 000 
to treat an HIV patient per year 

but with health insurance it will 
surely cost less and this is cost 
effective.

I
t’s a scenario posed in a new 
study by Elizabeth Losin, 
assistant professor of psy-
chology at the University of 
Miami College of Arts and 

Sciences; Steven Anderson, a Uni-
versity of Miami graduate student 
in the Department of Psychology; 
and Tor Wager, Ph.D., Professor in 
the Institute of Cognitive Science 
at the University of Colorado 
Boulder. The study is entitled, 
“Feelings of clinician-patient simi-
larity and trust influence pain: 
Evidence from simulated clinical 
interactions,” and it is published 
in the Journal of Pain, the official 
journal of the American Pain 
Society.

In Losin’s lab, she simulates 
clinician-patient interactions to 
uncover the social and cultural 
factors that influence the pain 
that patients experience during 
medical care. Her goal is to try and 
find ways to help people feel less 
pain when seeing the doctor and 
help reduce phobias about doctor 
visits and check-ups.

Losin says her study was in-
spired by clinical research lit-
erature that reveals how patients 
with racially or ethnically con-
cordant doctors report higher 
levels of satisfaction. She notes 
that those studies often don’t 
include outcome variables with 
a physiological component, such 
as pain. So, it’s not clear how far 
the effects of feeling culturally 
similar to your doctor can go.

“Pain also has a psychological 
component as well, and it’s the 
interaction between the psycho-
logical and physiological aspects 

Can trusting your doctor help reduce pain?

of pain that we’re really interested 
in,” she said.

Losin says that physician-
patient interactions are typically 
fast and superficial so people of-
ten don’t actually get the time 
to figure out whether they have 
anything in common with their 
doctor.

“You go to the doctor’s office 
and you have to get a procedure 
that is painful and scary,” said 
Losin. “We want to know how the 
doctor-patient dynamic, in this 
case how the doctor and patient 
perceive one another, might affect 
how much pain the patient feels 
from that painful medical proce-
dure. If the patient feels they have 
something in common with their 
doctor, is that enough to actually 
change how much pain they feel?”

For her study, Losin used a 

modified version of a “minimal 
group paradigm,” which is nor-
mally used in social psychology 
experiments to create artificial 
groups in the lab based on some-
thing completely arbitrary and 
superficial. This approach allows 
researchers to figure out the 
minimal conditions required for 
real-world intergroup behavior, 
like discrimination, to occur.

In Losin’s study the groups 
weren’t quite so arbitrary. “We 
created the groups based on par-
ticipants’ core personal beliefs 
and values, the same things that 
we think doctors and patients 
infer based on race and ethnicity 
in the context of medical care,” 
said Losin. “We gave partici-
pants a questionnaire that asked 
about their political ideology, 
religious and gender role beliefs 
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 Usman Yusuf, executive sec-
retary Nigeria Health insurance 
Scheme (NHIS) said it is shameful 

that Nigeria still depends on for-
eign donors, and while govern-
ment has done a lot, more needs 
to be done. 99 per cent of HIV 
commodities used in the country 
are provided by foreign donors

“If there is a large pool of in-
dividuals who contribute to fund 
Healthcare, then there will be 
overage of gaps” said Yusuf

 He further said that health 
insurance is low hanging fruits 
that can help end the user fees 
and Out of Pockets expendi-
ture currently going in facilities 
across the country.

Babtunde Ipaye,  Commis-
sioner of Health, Ogun State 
presenting Health Insurance a 
viable option for HIV financing 
said health insurance awareness 
in Nigeria is very low.

and practices. When they came 
into the lab, we separated the 
participants into two groups and 
told them they were assigned to 
these groups based on their ques-
tionnaire answers but not giving 
specifics to which question put 
them there.”

Losin says that the goal was to 
make people from the same group 
think they had something in com-
mon, which might then manifest 
itself as more positive feelings, 
like trust, towards participants 
playing the role of the doctor or 
the patient from their own group.

The participants who played 
the patients interacted with one 
doctor from their own group and 
one doctor from the other group, 
both of their own gender. During 
the simulated clinical interac-
tion, the doctors performed a 

pain-induction procedure on the 
patients by applying heat to their 
inner forearm, meant to simulate 
a painful medical procedure like 
a shot.

“After the interaction, we 
asked both the doctor and the pa-
tient how similar they felt to each 
other and how much they trusted 
each other,” said Losin. “We pre-
dicted that patients would report 
being in less pain when they had a 
doctor from their own group than 
a doctor from the other group. 
We also expected less pain if the 
patients trusted their doctor more 
and felt more similar to them.”

According to the study, the 
more patients reported trusting 
their doctor and feeling similar 
to them, the less pain they re-
ported feeling from the heat on 
their arm. The study also suggests 
that participants who experience 
higher levels of anxiety on a day-
to-day basis experienced greater 
reductions in pain from feeling 
close to their doctor.

“Overall, we are interpreting 
our findings as suggesting that 
the doctor is essentially acting 
as a social placebo, playing the 
same role that a sugar pill would 
play if we were doing a study on 
placebo pain relief,” said Losin. 
“When someone believes that 
something is going to help relieve 
their pain, their brain naturally 
releases pain-relieving chemicals. 
Our hypothesis, based on what 
we are seeing, is that trusting and 
feeling similar to the doctor who 
is performing the painful proce-
dure is creating that same kind of 
placebo pain relief.”



 Sunday  07 May  2017

Sports

I
n celebration of 50 years 
of Lagos State, Continental 
Basketball League (CBL) 
has rolled out a Basketball 
Challenge in partnership 

with Lagos State Sports Com-
mission tagged the ‘May Mad-
ness Tournament’ billed to tip 
off on the 12th of May at the 
re-modelled Teslim Balogun 
Arena, Surulere, Lagos.

Four cities across Africa 
will play host to six teams; Eko 
Kings, Lagos City Stars, and 
Lagos Warriors from Lagos, 
the other African teams are; 
Libreville Izobe Dragons from 
Gabon, Abidjan Raiders from 
Abidjan and Yaoundé Giants 
from Cameroon.

The tournament is expect-
ed to commence from 12th 
of May to 4th of June will 
tip off with the Lagos Chal-
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CBL to celebrate Lagos @50 with ‘May 
Madness Basketball Tournament’

Djokovic part ways with coaches in bid to return to top

After a tough 2016 run, 
Novak Djokovic has 
decided to part ways 

with his training team, in-
cluding long-time coach Mar-
ian Vajda, as he attempts to 
arrest an alarming slide in 
form in the past year. 

The former world number 
one believes that this “shock 
therapy” will help him return 
to the top of the game after a 
wretched run of results.

“I am a hunter and my big-
gest goal is to find the winning 
spark on the court again,” 
Djokovic, 29, said in a lengthy 
statement on his website.

The Serb, who was knocked 
off top spot last November 
by Andy Murray, joined his 
rival at the exit of the Monte 
Carlo Masters after losing to 
Belgian David Goffin 6-2, 3-6, 
7-5 last month.

In January, Djokovic’s Aus-
tralian Open title defence 
ended in a shock second-
round exit.

The statement said Djokov-
ic felt the need for a change 
and had “mutually agreed” 
with Vajda, fitness coach Geb-
hard Phil Gritsch and physio-
therapist Miljan Amanovic to 
end their partnership.

The move follows a split 
late last year with coach Bo-

lenge, teams will go head to 
head against each other in 
one of the most anticipated 
basketball challenges ever in 
the history of Africa, there-
after the teams will embark 
on a road trip to the capital of 
Cameroon, Yaoundé, tagged 
Yaoundé challenge from 22nd 
to 24th of May.

The best of the best in bas-
ketball will hit the court on the 
27th and 28th of May for the 
tournament’s All Star week-
end, where your favourite Ce-
lebrities will play against Bas-
ketball veterans, and youth 
players, three pointers will be 
flying, and the backboard may 
break during the Slam Dunk 
contest.

And it all comes down to 
the top 4 teams who will meet 
in Libreville, Gabon, 3rd and 
4th of June for the Final Four 
and Championship game.

Lagos a land of ballers, is the 

commercial capital of Nigeria 
and the most cosmopolitan 
State in the country where 
people of every tribe, race and 
creed reside peacefully.

No doubt, there is a lot to 
look forward to in the month 
of May.

The May Madness Tourna-
ment is not just about basket-
ball, it’s more than a game; 
expect to see the best African 
entertainers perform during 
half-time shows.

Visit cblafrica.net for more 
information!

Continental Basketball 
League is proudly supported 
by the Lagos State Govern-
ment, AFA Sports, SWIFT, 
Pa d d yBe t ,  36 0 Nobs ,  Re d 
Cheetah by SWIFT, Maison 
Fahrenheit, Cintron, Printivo, 
Bugaa Connect, Bobby Taylor 
Company, Domino’s Pizza, 
Selemedic, McErnest Events, 
Air Cote d’Ivoire and The Beat 

Djokovic had expressed 
frustration about his game 
after his Monte Carlo disap-
pointment, saying he was 
“doing everything that I can 
to play well”.

He said then that he would 
not add to his schedule and 
would try to stick with the 
Madrid and Rome Masters 
events this month to com-
plete his Grand Slam prepara-
tions for Paris.

ris Becker after three years 
working together.

The 12-time Grand Slam 
champion said he was think-
ing of appointing a new head 
coach but did not want to 
rush the decision.

“I want to find a way to 
come back to the top stronger 
and more resilient,” he said.

“I have so much faith in 
this process and that’s why I 
will take time to find the right 

person who I can connect 
with professionally.”

For now he said he would 
be on tour alone with the 
support of his family and 
m a n a g e m e n t ,  w i t h  t h e 
French Open just over two 
weeks away.

Vajda, who has been a 
major influence, said he felt 
like he had spent a “whole 
lifetime” with Djokovic.

“Novak can do so much 

more and I am sure he will,” 
the departing head coach 
said.

“I am convinced that he 
will remain at the top of ten-
nis for many years and that 
he will bring a lot of joy to 
all the tennis fans around 
the world with his victories.” 
Gritsch describe Djokovic as 
“a champion and a warrior 
and the sky is the limit for 
him”.



SWAN honours NFF president 
Pinnick with Merit Award

Sports

Amaju Melvin Pinnick, NFF president

47C002D5556 Sunday  07 May  2017 SUNDAYBD 

T
he Sports Writers As-
s o ciation of Nigeria 
(SWAN) with a Merit 
Award honoured the 
President of the Nigeria 

Football Federation (NFF), Amaju 
Melvin Pinnick.

The occasion was the 53rd 
Full Council Meeting of SWAN, 
which took place at the expansive 
ambience of the Yankari Games 
Reserve, Bauchi and was attended 
by a galaxy of prominent political 
leaders and football chieftains, 
among them are; Bauchi State 
Governor, Mohammed Abubakar 
and members of his cabinet.

Former NFF General Secretary 
and two-term member of the 
House of Representatives, Alhaji 
Sani Ahmed Toro and Chairman 
of NPFL club Wikki Tourists, Al-
haji Isa Musa Matori were also in 
attendance.

In presenting the award to the 

Greek tennis player 
gets lifetime ban

I’m better than your 
midfielders, Igiebor blast Rohr Boost for Argentina as FIFA 

overturns Messi’s suspension

Greek tennis player Konstantinos Mikos 
was banned for life on Thursday after 
being found guilty of four corruption 

offenses.
A Tennis Integrity Unit investigation 

confirmed that Mikos offered another Greek 
player, Alexandros Jakupovic, payment in 
return for agreeing to lose nominated sets 
and games in November 2013 at a Greece F20 
Futures event in Rethymon.

Mikos was also found to have operated 
two gambling accounts in which bets were 
placed on tennis from March 2012 to De-
cember 2013.

Mikos reached a career-best world rank-
ing of 933 in 2014.

Jakupovic was issued a lifetime ban in 
December 2015.

Rizespor of Turkey midfielder, Nosa 
Igiebor, says he will no longer honour 
calls to represent Nigeria following 

the way he was treated by Super eagles 
coach Gernot Rohr before the game against 
Zambia in Ndola.

Igiebor was called up by Rohr for the 
game against Zambia after a two year ab-
sence from the team, but didn’t get to play 
as Nigeria secured a 2-1 win over Zambia in 
Ndola in their first World Cup 2018 Quali-
fiers game.

The former Real Betis midfielder said 
the Franco-German coach didn’t tell him 
why he didn’t play in the game, rather the 
coach played players he feels he is way 
better than.

” Yes I granted an interview to a radio 
station in Nigeria, it’s true i’m no longer 
interested in playing for Nigeria as long as 
Rohr remains the coach. He disrespected 
me”, Igiebor told Owngoalnigeria.com.

” He (Rohr) treated me like i’m nobody, 
I won’t honour any more calls unless if he 
assures me that I will play. I can’t watch 
players i’m better than play ahead of me”,

Lionel Messi will be avail-
able for Argentina’s next 
three World Cup quali-

fiers. FIFA has lifted his sus-
pension, making him available 
for the team’s crucial matches 
that could determine whether 
they make the 2018 World 
Cup.

Messi  was  original ly 
banned for four matches after 
verbally abusing a referee. He 
served one match of that sus-
pension, a 2-0 loss to Bolivia, 
after which it looked like Ar-
gentina’s World Cup chances 
may be doomed.

Argentina sit in fifth place 
in South American qualifying, 
which is only good enough to 
get them in a playoff. More-
over, they’re just two points 
clear of Ecuador and have to 
visit La Tricolor on the final 
matchday. Without Messi, 
Argentina could have very 
easily fallen behind Ecuador 
and out of the World Cup. 
Even with Messi, Argentina 
are hardly safe, but they’ll feel 
a lot better with him on the 
field, obviously.

After agreeing to slash 
Messi’s suspension, FIFA said 
that Messi’s conduct towards 

ANTHONY NLEBEM 
with agency reports

NFF boss, SWAN President Hon-
our Sirawoo said:

“The sports writing fraternity 
in our great country is proud of 
your outstanding support to the 
Sports Writers Association of Ni-
geria, and contributions to sports 
development in Nigeria.”

NFF’s Director of Media and 
Communications, Ademola Ola-
jire, took the award on behalf of 
Pinnick, said the new member 
of the Executive Committee of 
Confederation of African Football 
remained committed to providing 
even greater support and encour-
agement to the nation’s sports 
–writing family.

Pinnick, whose 31 –month 
old administration has brought 
honours to Nigeria in the shape 
of FIFA U-17 World Cup, Africa 
U-23 Cup of Nations, two Africa 
Women Cup of Nations titles and 
Olympic bronze medal, is also the 
vice president of the West Af-
rica B Union and a member of the 
Organizing Committee for FIFA 
Competitions.

the referee was “reproachable,” but that there 
wasn’t enough evidence to set a fair standard 
for a four-match ban. Essentially, his conduct 
earned him a one-match suspension.

Now, Argentina can focus on qualifying for 
the World Cup. And they can do it with Messi.
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The importance of agriculture for meeting the SDGs

S
cientific and technological breakthroughs 
have led to impressive increases in 
agricultural productivity and reduced 
hunger around the world. This year, 
more grain will be harvested than at any 

time in history. And yet, in this era of plenty, one 
in nine people do not have enough food to eat. 
Another two billion may eat, but their meals lack 
the nutrition necessary for proper health and 
development. These failures seriously damage life 
chances for individuals and reduce the potential of 
communities and economies.

Global population growth and increasing 
prosperity could increase the demand for food by 
50 percent by 2050. But our planetary boundaries 
are already reaching their limits. Land and 
freshwater resources, the very basis of our food 
production, are under heavy stress, and oceans, 
forests, and other ecosystems are being degraded 
at an unprecedented scale. Conflicts over resources 
and the devastating impacts of climate change risk 
pushing millions more into abject poverty and hunger. 
And as always, it is the world’s poorest who suffer 
most. We see this now in Yemen, South Sudan, Somalia 
and Northern Nigeria where more than 20 million 
people are in desperate need of food assistance.

The challenges to feed the world sustainably 
are huge, but fortunately we are not starting 
from scratch. With the Sustainable Development 
Goals, the global community has adopted a 
compelling vision with ambitious goals. To 
successfully implement the SDGs, governments 
of all countries must play a critical role, but it is 
not their responsibility alone. Fulfilling these 
ambitions requires an unprecedented effort by 
all sectors in society, and business must be at the 
heart of this endeavor. The expectations are high, 
and so are the opportunities. Across the world, 
an increasing number of businesses are already 
looking beyond short-term profit to create value 
through sustainable solutions for society. Such 

more nutritious foods. Scientific research and 
innovation is equally important in this context. 
In Ghana, my wife and I have seen first-hand the 
wonderful impact of biofortified Vitamin A-rich 
sweet potatoes in helping address stunting in 
children and improving the health of pregnant 
women and mothers.

Fourth, we need food systems that produce 
more food but with fewer resources as we 
are reaching a point where our capacity to 
meet current and future needs is seriously 
jeopardized. Governments have to adopt, enforce 
and strengthen policies that promote responsible 
natural resource management and prevent the loss 
of natural habitats, forests and biodiversity. I am 
glad that the European Landowners’ Organization 
and other institutions are promoting a balanced 
approach between economic performance and a 
sustainable use of natural resources. It is crucial 
that businesses source, process and manage 
resources efficiently to meet growing demand, 
while preserving our environment and climate. 
This must include responsible water stewardship, 
striving for zero waste and using energy resources 
more sustainably.

Fifth, we must seize this moment to push 
for climate-smart agriculture and food systems. 
Cutting down agriculture’s climate footprint and 
shifting towards renewable energy sources will 
not only help to avert climate catastrophe, but also 
create new opportunities for investment, growth 
and employment. At the same time, we need to 
strengthen farmers’ resilience to climate-related 
shocks, including through weather information 
systems and crop insurance programmes.

I recognize that this is an ambitious agenda. 
There are many challenges to overc ome, 
but shifting to sustainable food systems and 
agriculture is possible if sustained and bold 
leadership from every sector can be ensured. 
We have the expertise, the technologies and the 
evidence needed to succeed. Let us all – business, 
the public sector and civil society – live up to this 
grave responsibility. I have often said that healthy 
and prosperous societies are built on three pillars: 
peace and security, inclusive development, and 
the rule of law and respect for human rights. 
There can be no long-term peace and security 
without development. There can be no long-term 
development without peace and security. And 
no society can long prosper without respect for 
the rule of law and human rights. So let us turn 
aspiration into action and build a food secure, 
sustainable, and prosperous world founded on 
these pillars of progress.

Being excerpts from remarks at the Forum for the Future of 
Agriculture in Brussels, Belgium, March 2017.
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decisions are not simply motivated by altruism, but 
rather by a clear understanding that social risks 
are detrimental to their bottom line.

Far-sighted companies are doing business 
responsibly and embracing new technologies to 
deliver on wider goals of development, including 
improving access to food and clean water, to 
sanitation, healthcare and education. They are 
building alliances and partnerships to drive 
innovation, create jobs, and advance equitable 
growth. Today, I would like to highlight five 
priority areas where I believe we need to reshape 
agriculture and food systems to better feed the 
world and deliver sustainable development.

First, we need greater investment, particularly 
in developing countries where the need and 
potential for increasing agricultural productivity 
and production are greatest. This would help feed 
growing populations sustainably, while creating 
jobs and incomes across rural areas, particularly 
for young people. One example of this is in 
Africa, where over the last decade, countries have 
started to put greater emphasis on investment 
in agriculture and supporting policies and 
regulations. Indeed, history shows that increasing 
agricultural productivity is a critical driver of 
economic transformation and social development.

Second, we have to make sure that smallholder 
farmers, who produce nearly 70 percent of all food 
consumed worldwide, are at the heart of all our 
efforts. Government and the private sector can and 
must form innovative partnerships with farmers’ 
organizations and smallholders, providing access 
to better seeds, sustainable farming techniques, 
and modern technologies. I am glad to know that 
major companies, including Syngenta, are already 
providing tools and training to smallholders in Sub-
Saharan African and other regions, thereby filling 
critical gaps along the value chain. It is crucial 
that the bigger corporations share market access, 
financing and knowledge with small farmers and 
local agribusinesses. The greatest success will come 
if all stakeholders work in close partnership. It is 
for this reason that my Foundation is working in 
Africa with leaders from various sectors in an 
effort to turn smallholders into agro-entrepreneurs 
and subsistence farms into profitable businesses.

Third, we must ensure that agriculture and 
food systems become nutrition-smart, because 
it’s not just about the amount of food we grow, 
it’s also about the type of food that we consume. 
For we are what we eat. Evidence shows that 
nutrition is crucial for economic growth as better 
nourished populations are more productive. 
We need governments to urgently adopt the 
right policies and mobilize resources to scale-up 
nutrition. The food industry must support these 
efforts by providing consumers with access to 
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There are two main ways in which an anti-virus 
software goes about working on its job. In the 
main way, it might scan through your files and 
look for any virus, the details of which are stored 
in a virus directory that it is based with. The 
next way is actually by browsing through all 
your programs to detect any suspicious behavior 
which will indicate this presence on the virus. 
The emphasis is basically on the utilization of a 
viral directory with the vast majority of antivi-
rus software that are you can buy.
There are generally other ways in which antivi-
rus software work. For instance, they try to copy 
the initial the main code on the particular exe-
cutable, before really allowing that executable to 
do its career. If the idea finds that this executables 
are generally modifying itself with no initiation, 
after that it treats it as a virus. Though this pro-
cess has found a few takers, it has been known to 
make a lot of false alerts.
The most crucial part approximately any anti-
virus software programs is understanding how 
and when to use it efficiently. Users must also be 
informed on how to identify sites that contain 
potential viruses and how to know when a site is 
not safe that you download with. It would also be 
a smart move to use your computer in the user 
mode instead of the administrator mode as this 
can keep quite a few viruses from exploding.

Blogs
From the 

“For Nigeria to develop or even make 
any appreciable progress, we must re-
structure Nigeria’s political, adminis-
trative and political architecture. That 
way we can free resources that would 
otherwise go to unviable ventures and 
projects, then commit same to areas that 
directly cater for and benefit the people.” 
Atiku Abubakar, former, Vice President 
of Nigeria.
 
“I am very pleased that Professor Osin-
bajo is the head of the committee. He has 
proved his dependability when he was 
Attorney General of Lagos State. He was 
responsible for the turning around of the 
justice system of Lagos State. Osinbajo is 
not a man that you can bribe to pervert 
justice”.  Tam David West, former, Min-
ister of Petroleum.
 
“In this moment it is the only option we 
have: Axel, Eric (Bailly) and Daley (Blind). 
I am also training hard in the gym so I 
can be an option also”, Mourinho told 
reporters after the draw with City at the 
Etihad Stadium. 

Numbers
$1.3m
The Customs officials on Friday found $USD1.3 
million in luggage at Dusseldorf Airport, German.

$100m
The naira depreciated from 388 per United States dol-
lar on Wednesday to 390/dollar on Thursday as the 
Central Bank of Nigeria continued to intervene in the 
foreign exchange market to boost the local currency.


