
KS 2 The Battle of Maqdala and the Ethiopian treasures  
 
 

 

 
Download all our resources at 

http://news.linkethiopia.org/resource 
 
  

Objectives: Pupils learn about how some of the Ethiopian artefacts in museums in UK came to be here. They debate whether or not they should be returned to Ethiopia. 

Curriculum links Whole class activity Group activity 

History 

 As part of a topic 
on the Victorians. 
 

 As a stand-alone 
activity for Black 
History Month 

 
Citizenship 

 Exploring issues 
of 
interdependence 
and social justice. 

 

 Researching and 
debating topical 
issues. 
 

 Discussing 
different views 
and perspectives 
– their own and 
others. 

 
English 
Discussing, debating, 
role play, presenting 
an argument 

 
Ask the class how they 
think objects from other 
countries come to be in 
museums in UK. Ideas 
storm all the possible ways 
this might have happened. 
 
Tell pupils that there are 
many beautiful, historic 
objects from Ethiopia in 
museums in UK and that 
you are going to tell them 
the story of how some of 
them came to be here.  
 
Tell the Maqdala story, 
showing the Maqdala 
treasures pictures where 
indicated in the story. 
 
 

 Ask pupils to work in groups of 5 or 6. 
Give each group a set of Treasures statements cut up into cards. 
Tell the class that each statement is a reason why these treasures should either be returned to Ethiopia or kept in museums 
in UK. They should read the statements in their groups and decide which reasons they think are the most important. They 
should lay out the cards in order, putting what they consider to be the most important reasons at the top and the least 
important reasons at the bottom. (There are no right or wrong answers and they may not all agree, in which case they 
should take a majority view.) 
 
Once they have completed the ranking activity, take feedback. Ask each group in turn to say which statement they put at 
the top and ask where other groups ranked the same statement. Where there are differences of opinion, ask the groups to 
explain and justify their decision. Ask questions to extend pupils’ thinking. If time, do the same with the statements they 
ranked as least important. 
Draw out whether the pupil’s ranking favours the treasures being in Ethiopia or UK, or whether they thought there were 
good reasons on both sides, and discuss possible consequences of their viewpoints. 
Reinforce that this is a real debate that is currently going on between the governments of UK and Ethiopia and that a 
decision has not been reached. 

 Follow up work Resources 

This could be developed into a role play activity with half the group taking the role of a delegation 
from Ethiopia and the others responding on behalf of a museum in UK. Alternatively use 
‘hotseating’ where one pupil plays the role of the President of Ethiopia and the class asks them 
questions about why they think the treasures should be returned, then another pupil represents 
the UK government. 
 
Ask pupils to write a newspaper article making the case for the return of the artefacts to Ethiopia. 
Publish a combined article in the school newsletter or local paper, or send to your local MP. 
 
Ideally, visit a museum containing Ethiopian artefacts. The Victoria and Albert Museum in London 
has a particularly good collection of artefacts from the Battle of Maqdala, but there are examples 
in a number of other museums.  
 

Maqdala story 
 
Maqdala treasures 
(powerpoint) 
 
Treasures statements 
(copied and cut into 
cards in advance) 

 
 
 
 


