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SATURDAY 14 NOVEMBER WHANGAREI – AUCKLAND – DUNEDIN 

This morning we travel by coach from Whangarei to Auckland in time for our midday flight 

12:25pm Depart AUCKLAND Flight  NZ 675 

2:20pm  Arrive DUNEDIN 

 

14 – 16 NOVEMBER  2 NIGHTS IN DUNEDIN 

 

SUNDAY 15 NOVEMBER  DUNEDIN SIGHTSEEING  (B) 

After breakfast we head out for a full day tour in Dunedin including City and Peninsula sights, the 

Royal Albatross guided tour; viewing of the nesting area, adult birds sitting on nests, (egg incubation 

will begin in November).  

Stewart Island  

Dunedin & Catlins 

Join Sarah Selkirk on a small hosted tour 

of the Scenic South.  Our local host, Kim 

joins us in Dunedin where he’ll show us 

the city highlights & Albatross colony 

before driving South to unspoilt Catlins 

for a two night stop. 

After seeing the sights in Invercargill we 

fly to Stewart Island for an extended four 

night stay.  Here we will travel by land, 

sea and foot to cover as much of the 

island as possible.  Expect to see Seals, 

albatross, Kiwi, weka and penguins and 

possibly also the rare Saddleback. 
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*Lunch is not included on this day, however we will visit Larnach Castle Gardens and you may 

purchase lunch at the Ballroom Café, which has an excellent reputation.  In the afternoon, visit 

Olveston Homestead.  

After a big day of touring we will meet in the hotel lobby and discuss options for dinner (own cost). 

MONDAY 16 NOVEMBER DUNEDIN – CATLINS  (B / MT / L) 

8:00am Let’s get on the road reasonably early and stop for a lovely café style breakfast.  Then, it’s a 

1.5 hour drive to Kaka Point where we can have morning tea (included), then the Nugget Point walk, 

Cannibal Bay, then lunch in Owaka (included).  We will do a couple of forest walks including a 

waterfall, then head down to Curio Bay to make the most of the afternoon there. The fossil forest, 

beautiful beach, potentially dolphins and penguins are found here *note the Yellow Eyed Penguins 

have nearly all gone from Curio Bay after a dog attack last spring.  The Curioscape restaurant is 

actually quite good, and situated near the beach where we may see penguins. Curioscape also has a 

great little museum attached which is worth a look. 

Again we will meet at the bar and discuss dinner options.   

TUESDAY 17 NOVEMBER CATLINS  (B/L) 

After breakfast we will spend the day exploring beautiful Catlins.  

Breakfast and lunch are included. 

Dinner this evening is at your own cost, meet Sarah at the bar and we’ll take it from there. 

WEDNESDAY 18 NOVEMBER CATLINS – INVERCARGILL – STEWART ISLAND  (B/L) 

After breakfast we head to Invercargill. Visit Queens Park where there is a beautiful rose garden and 

a Tuatara sanctuary which has big viewing windows. Next stop is Hayes Hammer Hardware store 

where a number of really authentic Burt Munroe memorabilia are on display, as well as a lot of other 

interesting vintage motor vehicles.  At midday sharp we will have 30 minutes for lunch in Invercargill. 

I will provide a menu for people to order from so the food will be ready and waiting for us. We are 

likely to be on the 1:30pm departure from Invercargill Airport, check in by 1pm so we aim to be 

there by 12:45pm. 

On arrival in Oban, we will be picked up from the Stewart Island flights office, a very quick look 

through Oban township before transfer to the Motel – so basically 2 trips, 2nd group will only have to 

wait about 5 minutes for the van to return. 

Free time in the afternoon, I will book tables for us at the South Sea Hotel restaurant ( that’s the pub 

on the waterfront) for our 1st night. That way we can all get together for a good feed, discuss the 

next day’s activities and perhaps enjoy a couple of welcome drinks with the locals.  (dinner at own 

cost, first round of drinks is on Sarah). 

18 – 22 NOVEMBER : 4 NIGHTS STEWART ISLAND  (Breakfast included daily) 

THURSDAY 19 NOVEMBER   (B) 
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1st full day on Stewart Island. The following is just a suggestion of how the daily activities might run, 

but everything is included in your prepaid tour price. Some activities have a limit on group size (due 

to DoC rules) so you will see Group1 and Group2 when this applies. The Freshwater River cruise is 

tide dependent so we may have to mix things up once we know the tides. 

8:00am                Breakfast at South Sea Hotel restaurant (short 2 or 3 minute walk down the hill from 

the Bay Motel) 

Morning:             Group 1 Freshwater River Cruise / Group 2 free time or short walk with Kim 

Afternoon:          Ulva Island Guided Tour (3 to 4 hours) amazing bird watching tour with Ulva’s 

guided walks (I’m trying to arrange a private tour but they tend to have pretty small groups most of 

the time). Short boat transfer to Ulva Island in Patterson Inlet. A pristine bird sanctuary, Ulva’s 

guides will seek out a great number of extremely rare NZ birds such as Tieke (Saddleback), Robin, 

Yellow Head (Mohua) and Weka - all commonly seen on Ulva Island. Its easy walking and the group 

will travel slowly from spot to spot, taking time to listen to bird calls, examine various forest plants 

and trees. Sometimes standing in one place you see more birds than walking around. 

Evening (around 9pm, 2 -3 hour tour) Kiwi Spotting Tour Group 2 (limit 6 people max)  

*we can offer the Kiwi Spotting tour on any night, people might be a bit tired on this night after all, 

but would be good to have 2 groups of 6 doing it if possible on 2 separate nights. This is the Kiwi 

Spotting tour offered by Ulva’s Guided Walks. 

FRIDAY 20 NOVEMBER   (B) 

2nd Full Day on Stewart Island. 

8:00am                Breakfast at South Sea Hotel.  

Morning Freshwater River Cruise for Group 2 / Free Time for Group 1 

Afternoon Boat transfer to Port William for guided walk with Kim on Rakiura Track. Moderate fitness 

required, lots of steps, up and down coastal track of around 7km total. We take it very slowly, 3 – 4 

hours when most people can walk it in 2 hours. We explore around 3 or 4 beaches on the walk, plus 

the large swing bridge and old forestry relics, Maori Beach is a real highlight.  Taxi/bus to pick us up 

at Lee Bay and transfer back to Oban. Depart after lunch, back by dinner time. Anyone who opts out 

on the walk, can do a 1.5 hour bus sightseeing tour with Stewart Island Experience instead (subject 

to that tour being available), or hire an e-bike for the afternoon as an alternative activity. 

 Evening (around 9pm, 2 -3 hour tour) Kiwi Spotting Tour Group 1 (limit 6 

people max)  

SATURDAY 21 NOVEMBER   (B) 

3rd Full Day on Stewart Island. 

9:00am                Breakfast at South Sea Hotel. 
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Again we have a split group day, there will be 2 cruise options: both are around 3 hours in duration. 

The morning cruise is more based around Patterson Inlet, visit the Historic Whalers Base and check 

out the Salmon Farm, but there will also be a lot of wildlife, penguins, cormorants and seals. But this 

cruise is designed for those who perhaps are not so comfortable heading out into the open sea. The 

afternoon cruise will be more of a pelagic bird watching tour, spending most of the time in pursuit of 

Albatross and Molymorks on the ocean, not too far from land but far out enough to get the strong 

winds which the birds thrive on.  However if everyone is ok with an open sea cruise, and really want 

to see as many Albatross as possible, both groups can be pelagic cruises. 

SUNDAY 22 NOVEMBER   (B) 

Breakfast at the Southern Cross Hotel. 

Today we have the afternoon flight out of Stewart Island to allow for a relaxing morning.  Check out 

of the Motel at 10am and they will transport the group with luggage down to the Flights office in 

town. Your belongings will be safe there and you will have a couple of hours for a final look about. 

Stewart Island flights provide all the shuttle transport to and from the landing strip so you just all 

need to turn up at the flight office at the designated time. 

22 – 23 NOVEMBER :  OVERNIGHT INVERCARGILL 

 

MONDAY 23 NOVEMBER INVERCAGILL – AUCKLAND – WHANGAREI  (B) 

We’ll be up with the earlybirds this morning for our sunrise flight back to Auckland.  Once there let’s 

stop for a café brunch before heading north by coach to Whangarei  

6:00am  Depart INVERCARGILL Flight  NZ 698 

7:55am  Arrive AUCKLAND 
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Inclusions 

 Return transport Whangarei/Auckland/Whangarei 

 Auckland/Dunedin – Invercargill/Auckland flights with Air NZ  

 Invercargill – Stewart Island – Invercargill return flights 

 8 night’s accommodation as outlined in itinerary 

 Sightseeing and admissions as outlined in itinerary 

 Daily breakfasts, 3 lunches, and extra treats (subject to behaviour) 

 You Whangarei travel host Sarah Selkirk  

 Local Guide from Dunedin to Stewart Island 

COST PER PERSON * 

WHANGAREI - WHANGAREI TWIN SHARE SINGLE ROOM 

 Standard Room   $4,000  Please enquire 

*This is a cash or cheque price. Credit cards will incur a 3.4% fee 

Exclusions 

 Items of a personal nature 

 Travel Insurance (please ask us for a quote) 

 Meals not specified 

Booking Conditions+  

 A deposit of $100 per person will secure a place on the tour  

(refundable until 1st August 2020)  

 Final payment due no later than 1st August 2020 

+by paying your deposits you acknowledge that you have read and understood the cancellation 

policy 

Cancellation policy 

 Until 1st August – deposit is refundable 

 After 1st August – no refund* 

 

*this includes where cancellation is outside our control such as a weather event, public 

health event (including epidemic / pandemic), airport or facility closures, medical 

emergencies, strike, terrorist act, governmental, regional or local authority restrictions, or 

change in law. Whilst we will always do our best to recover client funds in these 

circumstances we can not guarantee full/any compensation will be available. 


