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Mercy Matters

Dear Mercy College Community,

The feast of St. Joseph was celebrated on March 19. Saint Joseph's 
life was seen to be of an ordinary workman, yet his faith in God 
made him extraordinary. St. Joseph listened to God in his dreams, 
and he protected and cared for Jesus and Mary. Joseph was a 
compassionate man, and obedient to the will of God. Joseph is 
the patron of many things, including the universal Church, fathers, 
the dying and social justice.

Yesterday the whole College celebrated Harmony Week. We 
celebrated Australia’s diversity – a day of cultural respect for 
everyone who calls Australia home, and builds upon our rich 
Indigenous culture. Harmony Week originated in Western 
Australia and was developed from the United Nations’ Harmony 
Day, also known as the International Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination. Harmony Day is observed on 21 March 
because it is the anniversary of the Sharpeville Massacre when 
police �red on a peaceful demonstration against apartheid ‘pass 
laws’ in South Africa in 1960. We are very proud of our cultural 
diversity at Mercy College.  Thank you to the students who 
danced, wore their traditional dress, spoke and paraded together 
at the assembly. There is much to be learnt from one another. 

Thank you to our parents/guardians who participated in the 
Engagement workshop organised through the Catholic Education 
O�ce of WA, and facilitated by Jennifer Chaplyn, founder and 
Director at Same Page Organisational Development Consultancy. 

It was very rewarding to see such a large group contributing for the betterment of our College Community. The 
feedback has been collated and sent back to us, and we will consider the information and decide a way forward, which 
will involve more parental input.

St Joseph – March 19
Prayer to Joseph - Who is Known by Many Titles
Faithful Joseph:
Teach us to listen and not be afraid to trust
as you did in God's promise.

Loving Joseph:
Teach us to love courageously with a heart
that is free and just.

Protector Joseph:
Teach us to protect one another and all
that belongs to God.

Dreamer Joseph:
Teach us to dream a world where all are neighbours;
a vision illuminated by God's light.

Teacher Joseph:
Teach us to keep the Word of God close to our hearts, 
and to proclaim it in word and action.

Gentle Joseph:
Teach us to be gentle with our power and
strong in our tenderness.

Parent Joseph:
Teach us to be for all persons a living lesson
of goodness and truth - a blessing for all
generations to come.
Amen



Our next Parent Council meeting is on Monday 14 May, at 6:30pm. It is good to see some new parents attending. We 
always start with a guest speaker as requested by our parents. To commence our last meeting, one of our secondary 
teachers, Daniel Pushpanathan, presented information on the way forward with Information Technology at Mercy 
College. The presenter at the next meeting will be sta� member Karen Wilson, who will talk about our very successful 
‘Christian Service’ program. 

Thank you to the sta� for the extra hours that they commit to, for programs such as Bushrangers, the pantomime 
preparation for Cinderella, Outdoor Education Camps, before and after school sports and the extra curricula activities 
that are o�ered. In turn, thank you to our Mercy Community members who support the programs and provide 
feedback on their appreciation. 

As the next ‘Mercy Matters is post Easter, I take this time to wish you a happy and holy celebration. Students return to 
school on Wednesday 4 April. The �nal day of Term One is Friday 13 April. 

“Do not abandon yourselves to despair. We are the Easter people and hallelujah is our song.”
Pope John Paul II

Ms Julie Hornby | Principal

Balga Markets

The College Parent Council would like to thank the Balga Markets for donating $800 to the Council.

The Balga Friday Market operates each Friday at Princess / Wallington Reserve Balga. Sellers admitted from 6.00 am to 
12 noon at $15 - per bay, and buyers from 8am to 12 noon for no cost. Bric-a-brack, plants, clothing, tools, books, toys, 
etc are all for sale and morning tea/co�ee, light snacks and cool drinks can be purchased. For further details please 
contact Max Geue on 0423 416 723 or Alan Sta�ord on 9342 4895

Mr Albert Borrello | Director of Engagement

Fabric Remnants Wanted
 
Do you have any dress fabric remnants cluttering up your cupboards that you could donate to the Home Economics 
department?

We are always in need of fabric pieces for the many projects and competitions that we run throughout the year.  If you 
would like to donate any fabric please drop it o� to the Student Services area or to MC3 Fashion room.

Mrs Alison Peterson | Head of Home Economics

Engage, Grow, Flourish – Community Engagement Workshop

On 9 March 2018, Mercy College held a workshop to build a shared understanding of:

 what ‘community’ and ‘community engagement’ mean at our school and;

 how we can work together to support our children, school and the community in which we live to adapt,          
 �ourish and thrive.

The College was fortunate to have the workshop hosted by Catholic Education Western Australia. Thank you to the 
facilitator, Jennifer Chaplyn, Director of Same Page Consulting and to Siobhan Allan (Executive Director, PFFWA) and 
Donna O’Hara (Director of Community Engagement and Employee Services, CEWA) for their attendance at the 
workshop.

The initial feedback we received from parents was centred around our ability to improve our communication with 
parents and involve them further in the decision making process of issues that impact upon parents/guardians. The 
College will also review the feedback we received on further developing with our engagement with families as their 
children transition from Year Six to Secondary School. 

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS



Feedback from the workshop will be presented at the next Parent Council Meeting on May 13.

A big thank you to the thirty parents who attended! We appreciate your ongoing support of the College.  

Mr Albert Borrello | Director of Engagement

Uniform Shop

The Uniform Shop sta� remind all parents and students that all students are to return in Term Two in full winter 
uniform.

Appointment dates to organise a winter uniform are as follows:

Wednesday 21 March               3-6pm
Wednesday 28 March              3-6pm
Wednesday 4 April                  3-6pm
Monday 30 April  (pupil free day)      9-11.30am
                                                               1-5pm
 
Please call 9343 2144 or email mercyshop@mercy.wa.edu.au to make an appointment

Ms Sharon Porter |Uniform Shop
Tuition Fee Discount  Kindergarten – Year 12

If you have a current Family Health Care Card or Pensioner and Veterans A�airs Concession card and have not 
completed the forms in 2018, please come to the Beach Road o�ce immediately to ensure you receive the discount on 
your 2018 school fees. The holder of the card will need to  �ll out the appropriate forms and attend an interview at 
Beach Road Reception.

These forms must be completed at the start of each year regardless of whether you completed the forms in previous 
years.

Mrs Priscilla Shumack | Finance Manager
National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence

Friday 16 March was the National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence and this year schools had been asked by 
our Prime Minister to make a stance on Bullying:No Way. At Mercy, sta� and students helped to spread kindness, 
friendship and positive activity around the College.

Primary hymn singing and Year 7 Mass had readings and songs that focussed on friendship. At lunch time Drama 
students, along with Mr Toby Lewis, dressed up and handed out a�rmations to both Primary and Secondary students. 
In the canteen amphitheatre we were treated to a mini concert promoting inclusivity with music from our College rock 
bands and hip hop routines.

Many of our teachers completed activities with their classes and we will display the results of these around the school.

Mrs Melissa Cartner | Director of Mission

 



Holy Week

Holy Week is the most important week in the Christian Church year. It is a time when we commemorate and celebrate 
in a special way the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. We remember his actions, re�ect on his messages, and 
recommit to living as his disciples in the world today.  We invite you to share with us the signi�cant events of Holy 
Week:  Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday and the Stations of the Cross.  Please see the calendar below for when the children 
will be focusing on these events of the last days of Jesus’ life.  
 
I wish you and your family a blessed and peaceful Easter and hope you �nd the time to share some special moments 
together.  We look forward to welcoming all the children back on Wednesday, 2 May for the start of Term Two. 
Here are some links to the events of Holy Week you might like to 
explore with your family: 

Holy Week Activities for Kids - FaithGateway. 
www.faithgateway.com 
 
10 Lent and Holy Week Activities for Families.
www.reallifeathome.com/10-lent-and-holy-week-activities
-for-catholic-families   
 
Holy Week In Handprints.
www.catholicicing.com/holy-week-in-handprints 

 

Year Five Chi St Patrick Prayer Assembly

PRIMARY



Easter and Holiday Raffles

As part of the McAdam House connection to a charity, the Year Six students will be selling 
ra�e tickets each morning until next Thursday to raise money for Caritas.  Tickets are 20c 
each or 3 for 50c.  Tickets are selling fast so be sure to get yours if you would like to be in the 
draw.

Looking for ways to entertain your children without breaking the bank over the holidays?  The PaMaChi Christian 
Service group will be selling ra�e tickets to a prize that could be the answer you’re looking for!  The main prize includes 
movie tickets, games, snacks, tickets to bowling and much more.  Tickets are $1 each and can be purchased each 
morning from the Beach Road quad area or outside the Community Hall prior to our assemblies.

Easter Hat Parade

Roll up!  Roll up! …to the Easter Hat Parade.  Get out your felt pens, glue sticks, 
feathers, sequins, glitter and anything else in your craft box to get cracking on 
creating this year’s Easter Hat.  Judges will be looking for hats created (mostly) by 
children, creative, original and highlighting the Easter theme.  Each year it gets 
harder and harder to pick winners from the dazzling array on display.  We look 
forward to the millinery extravaganza!

National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence

Last Friday saw all year levels across the College participate in varying ways to share the message against bullying and 
violence.  The primary school participated by acknowledging the many students who make kindness a part of each day, 
creating a ‘brick wall’ of anti-bullying slogans by Years Four to Six, a colouring competition by Pre Primary to Year Three 
students, a House shared lunch and an afternoon of collaborative tabloid sports.

Of course, the most e�ective measure against bullying is not yet another anti-bullying program, but empathy.  
Empathy is the ability to share and understand another’s feelings.  

Research involving tens of thousands of students across all cultures and countries shows that by building caring and 
inclusive home, school and community environments, there is likely to be a decrease in bullying and an increase in a 
variety of positive social, emotional, and academic outcomes.

Our focus on kindness is a good way to continue building a strong empathetic community.

Our Year Ones are well on the way to making good choices!

Mrs Yvonne Liebeck | Head of Primary

Merit Certificates

Congratulations to the following students who have received a Merit Award this week. You have made a great start to 
the year and we are proud of the excellent attitude and e�ort you have shown. Keep up the good work!



Tri Club
Tri Club sessions at Hillarys Marina have proved to be a great start to the day. The early 7am bus trip had a buzz of 
excitement as our twenty primary triathletes swapped their bikes for swimming goggles last week. Once at Hillarys, 
apart from a few lap swimmers, we had the whole marina to ourselves. Down onto the sand for some warm ups before 
hitting the water for multiple swim/run combinations, the focus being on swimming hard until your �ngers hit the sand 
then standing up and porpoising out of the water. After this, our exhausted little athletes like to �nish o� with a ‘splash 
and dash’ race as they jump from the jetty, swim over to the pontoon, slide down the slide, swim to shore, put shoes on 
and �nish with the �nal run leg to the end of the marina and back. Then it’s back to school for a well-earned breakfast 
before heading o� to class. A big thank you to those families who make it each time to school so early carrying 3 bags, 
clothes on hangers and bathers under dressing gowns. We are looking forward to this week’s Weet-Bix event to put our 
training into practice. 

Mr Leigh Willison | Primary Physical Education Teacher

Star Athlete at Mercy
Year Six student Sienna Maltese recently competed in the 800m and 
400m track events at the Little Athletics State Championships. Whilst 
the 400m didn’t quite go her way, narrowly missing the �nal by under 
half a second, it was 800m where she pulled out one of the great runs 
to �nish strongly and claim the bronze medal. A super fast start by the 
16 girl strong �eld saw Sienna sitting mid pack but within striking 
distance. Holding the pace con�dently and keeping the leaders within 
reach she passed the bell in the top 6, but the pace increased 
dramatically. Sienna went with the pace as well but by now the top 
girls were sprinting. Sienna moved into fourth and for a while it looked 
like that was going to be it, but as they round the �nal turn, Sienna 
found another gear and began reeling in the third girl. With 50m to go, 
Sienna found herself moving into third and more importantly into the 
medals. She strode strongly to the �nish, elated with her place 
knowing all her training had paid o�. 

We congratulate such a talented little athlete on an impressive 
achievement. 

Mr Leigh Willison | Primary Physical Education Teacher

Week Eight
Chi: Dylan Huke and William Huynh
Rho: John’te Rooney and Faith Lemi

Chi: Alyssa Pleitner and Coby Guile
Rho: Leo Nguyen and Lilly Huynh

Chi: Kelly Tran and Monad Paskandy
Rho: Francesco Ruggieri and Jessica Lam

Chi: Bronte Smith and Noah Andrews
Rho: Bree Galos and Kayley Dunn-Pham

Chi: Mariarita Ruggieri & Koda Beck
Rho: Maghaa Dakoor, Brandon Dalais and Bridget Tun

Chi: Ashton Marcello and Elias Abraha
Rho: Vivian Nguyen and Amelia Sallie

Y1

Y2

Y3

Y5

Y4

Y6

Week Nine
Chi: Ariana Caruana and Minh-Thanh Duong
Rho: John’te Rooney and Faith Lemi

Chi: Alyssa Pleitner and Coby Guile
Rho: Leo Nguyen and Lilly Huynh

Chi: Kelly Tran and Monad Paskandy
Rho: Francesco Ruggieri and Jessica Lam

Chi: Bronte Smith and Noah Andrews
Rho: Bree Galos and Kayley Dunn-Pham

Chi: Mariarita Ruggieri & Koda Beck
Rho: Maghaa Dakoor, Brandon Dalais and Bridget Tun

Chi: Ashton Marcello and Elias Abraha
Rho: Vivian Nguyen and Amelia Sallie

Y1

Y2

Y3

Y5

Y4

Y6



Term One Music Soiree
On March 14, Mercy College held it �rst Music Soiree for the year in the Chapel.  Senior students from the Chamber 
Ensemble entertained parents in the foyer as they enjoyed afternoon tea before the evening began from 5.30pm. The 
music soiree showcased students involved the instrumental music program as they performed a variety of works 
ranging from Saint-Saens to Andrew Lloyd Webber to Beyonce Knowles.  Student performances were polished and of 
an extremely high standard and featured soloists on the clarinet, piano, saxophone and voice. Jitu Htaw, Charlotte Watt 
and Immanuel Reyes received awards on the night for their outstanding performances.  The next soiree will be held on 
June 13, all parents, students and sta� are welcome to attend.

Mrs Jodie Harders | Music Coordinator

Certificate II Hospitality
This year at Mercy College, Ms Cooper’s Certi�cate II Hospitality students are 
learning how to create barista style co�ees to industry standards.  On a Monday 
and Friday lunch time the students make and sell the co�ees to the Mercy 
community from the Trade Training Centre.  Miss Mathews Certi�cate III Business 
students are practising their skills as the promotions and marketing team in this 
cross-curricular co�ee club venture. 

Ms Kirilea Cooper | Secondary Teacher

News from the C.A.V.E
Mercy College has a wonderful partnership with MPA Skills and John Forrest 
Senior High School that allows our students to commence a painting or plumbing 
pathway in either Year Eleven or Twelve.

Both programs are funded through MPA Skills and occur in the John Forrest 
Senior High School Trade Training Centre that is fully equipped with Plumbing 
and Painting work environments. Good luck Shoul and Paul with your training 
this year and your future career pathways.

If any current Year Ten or Year Eleven student is interested in a career in painting 
or Plumbing in the future please see Mrs Scriva at the CAVE for more 
information on how you can complete this course in 2018.

Mrs Antonietta Scriva | Head of Vocational Education and Training

SECONDARY



Mercy College
Cnr Mirrabooka Avenue and Beach Rd
Koondoola WA 6064

Phone
+61 (08) 9247 9247

Fax
+61 (08) 9247 1868
Website
www.mercy.wa.edu.au
Email
admin@mercy.wa.edu.au

Mercy College Pantomine
The Mercy College Arts Department has been very busy this term working on a family-friendly pantomime titled ‘A 
Budget Cinderella’. This piece is a clever twist to the original storyline and stars students from across the secondary 
school.

Last Friday and Saturday, all the Arts students from both performing and visual arts had a sleepover at school as part of 
an intensive rehearsal and production preparation weekend.  All subject areas came together; dance, drama and music 
worked in their own areas rehearsing their sections while the visual art students worked in the art rooms painting sets 
and creating props. Selected media students took many photos and videos of all the action.

It was a true collaboration of all art forms. The dedication and hard work shown all weekend was incredible. The 
students displayed impeccable behaviour and wonderful support for each other. The Arts sta� could not be prouder of 
all the students!

I  thank all the wonderful Arts teachers for giving up their weekend to make this happen for the students. Mrs Mathews, 
Mrs Harders, Miss Korr, Mrs Hookway and Mr Je�ery. Thank you also to Ms Kerr, Ms Jackson and Ms Thaung for all your 
work Friday night working with the students creating props and preparing food for the weekend ahead. It was great to 
see amazing dedication to the arts shown by all sta� and students.

 The Pantomime will be performed at Mercy College on the 11 and 12 of May, more information coming soon!!

Mrs Eleisha Hathaway | Head of Arts

ACC Swimming 
On Tuesday 13 March, 37 students travelled to HBF Arena to compete in the 
annual ACC ‘G’ Division Swimming Carnival. On a sweltering 39˚C day, the 
students were keen to get into the pool to not only show o� their swimming 
talent, but to also cool down! The rivalries between the schools were on show 
throughout the day, with every school keen to gain promotion to a higher 
division. However, at the end of each race, rivalries were put aside and great 
sportsmanship was shown between all competitors. Mercy College �nished a 
respectable 5th on the day.

Our Year 10-12 boys were outstanding all day and consistent placings in 1st or 
2nd saw them take out the championship shield for the Senior Boys on the day.

An amazing display of swimming from Ellie Manning (Year 7) saw her become 
Age Group Champion for the U/13 Girls. A fantastic e�ort from the young 
swimmer!

Special thanks to Renee Eaton, Sharon Smith and Nicholas Brooke for their 
assistance on the day.      

Mr Andreas Bouzinekis | Sports Coordinator


