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2015 AUTUMN CAR TRAIL 

Top; Members gather  at Camp Reserve before 
setting out on this year’s excursion led by Wilson 
and Barbara Bunton. 
 
Middle; Members receive their  instructions  
before setting off. 
 
Bottom right. Morning Tea in the sun.  
Report Page 6 
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U3A OFFICE DETAILS 

 

The Office is located at the “Octopus”,  
opposite the Castle Motel in Duke Street, 

Castlemaine 
Office Hours are: 
Monday to Thursday 1.30 pm – 3.30 pm 
 
Website: www.u3acastlemaine.com 

Phone: 5472 2249 

Email address: u3acastlemaine@gmail.com  
 

Current 2015 Subscription Fee $50.00  

 

Friday Coffee Morning  
Coffee Mornings are held on the first Friday of 

the month at 10.00 am in the Uniting Church 

Hall. 

 

Speaker for  June 

The Mayor of Castlemaine, Christine Henderson. 

Hosts  

Friday Morning Gardening & Popular Music Themes 

 

Speaker for  July, Lindsay Cox . 

Lindsay is the Salivation Army Archivist and manages 

their Heritage Centre @ 69 Burke Street Melbourne.   

 Deadline for the July 2015 Newsletter is MONDAY 22nd JUNE 

THIRD THOUGHTS 

is available at  

 Coffee Mornings  

 The Information Centre @ Marketplace 

 The Community Information Centre 

 The Manse Classroom 

 The Office (Octopus) 

or viewed on the web.www.u3acastlemaine.com 

Any contributions to the Newsletter should be emailed to 
u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com or left at the office. 

U3A Castlemaine’s Contact Information  
Committee of Management 

President    Dick Mack  0411 244 103 u3acm.pres@gmail.com    
Vice-President   Max Clarke  5475 1220    u3acm.vicepr@gmail.com                            
Secretary     Rob Murdoch 0418 397 400 u3acastlemainesecretary@gmail.com 
Treasurer     Peter Batten  0413 530 621   u3acm.treas@gmail.com  
Course Co-Ordinator  Robyn Yeoman 0412 565 559 u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com  
Immediate Past President  Win Jodell  5472 3792  u3acm.ipp@gmail.com 
Volunteer Co-ordinator   Bev Orgill  5474 3050  u3acm.vol@gmail.com  
Communications Co-ordinator  Colleen Smith 0409 084 620 u3acm.commun@gmail.com  
Office Co-ordinator  Julie Roberts 0419 394 254  u3acm.office@gmail.com 
Events Co-ordinator     Joe Scoglio  5472 2396  u3acm.events@gmail.com 
 
Other Positions     
 
Network Representative  Dick Mack  0411 244 103 u3acm.pres@gmail.com  
Membership    Judy Sime  5472 3756  u3acm.members@gmail.com  
Newsletter Editor   Veronica Hurley 5472 1383  u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com 
Course Administrator  Deidre McDougall 5447 9487  u3acastlemainecoursemanagement@gmail.com 
Assistant Secretary   Vacant 
Assistant Treasurer  Anet McDonald 5470 6497   
Computer Support       David Sime  5472 3756  u3acm.it@gmail.com 
Cake Roster/Raffle   Beryl Leavesley 5472 3182  berylleavesley@hotmail.com 
Celebrations/Tributes  Barbara Bunton 5472 3186  wil2bar@impulse.net.au     
Property    Hans van Gemert 5472 1082  elouera3@bigpond.com   
Trading Table   Audrey Richardson 5472 3867  keithaud@@gcom.net.au 
     Bev Orgill  5474 3050  philandbev@hotmail.com  
     Harvey Jacka 5470 5079  marionandharvey@gmail.com 
Website Manager   Bruce Carruthers 5472 3900  bruce@keepingitsimple.com.au 
Office     P.O. Box 792 5472 2249  u3acastlemaine@gmail.com  
  

Website:  www.u3acastlemaine.com 

 

Please remember to wear your 
badge to all U3A functions 

http://www.u3acastlemaine.com
mailto:u3acastlemaine@gmail.com
http://www.u3acastlemaine.com
mailto:u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com
mailto:u3acm.vicepr@gmail.com
mailto:u3acastlemainesecretary@gmail.com
mailto:u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com
mailto:u3acm.vol@gmail.com
mailto:u3acm.commun@gmail.com
mailto:u3acm.office@gmail.com
mailto:u3acm.events@gmail.com
mailto:u3acm.pres@gmail.com
mailto:u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com
mailto:u3acastlemainecoursemanagement@gmail.com
mailto:u3acm.it@gmail.com
mailto:wil2bar@impulse.net.au
mailto:elouera3@bigpond.com
mailto:keithaud@chewton.vicmail.net
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Vice President’s  message  
Max Clarke 5475 1220 
 

Meetings, meetings and more meetings; my time has been interesting in that I attended a   

Loddon Mallee U3A Regional in Bendigo at a Presidents of all U3A’s briefing by the  

Network in Melbourne (see separate reports)  and, of course, the various Working Groups.  A 

Planning meeting for the possible re-development of the Etty Street Secondary School site as a Community 

centre for many Castlemaine community organizations was very enlightening.   

I was pleased and appreciative of the support at these meeting by other Committee of Management  

members.  Our Immediate Past President, Win Jodell, informed other Presidents, and Dept of Ageing staff 

representatives, about our Members Survey. This was very well received and has created interest in a num-

ber of other U3As who may also conduct such surveys of their members.   This would enable them to put a 

case to their own councils for appropriate funding and support.  It has been interesting to hear and to realise 

at these meetings, just how organized and progressive Castlemaine U3A is.  Our size for such a city is big, 

we are well organized, and we offer many courses. Well done to previous office bearers.   Our president , 

Dick, will have returned for the June coffee morning after that wonderful honeymoon, travelling the rivers of  

Europe. We can all hope, that  between emails to us, he and Rosalie have managed to have a rewarding time.  

 

 

Report on the Loddon Mallee U3A Network Regional Meeting  
 held Thursday 7th May 2015 

 

Sue Tomlinson and Maxwell Clarke were able to attend this meeting in the Bendigo U3A rooms at the rear of 

the Kangaroo  Flat Anglican Church buildings. 

 

7 U3As were in attendance with 2 reps from the U3A Network,  namely Harry Dobson & Glen Walls. 

Kyneton has 120 members, Castlemaine some 440, Heathcote 27, Bendigo 467,  Echuca 23, Cohuna 115 and 

Kerang ?(Numbers not recorded). 

The day was chaired by Cohuna and is rotated within the region. Macedon Ranges and Sunraysia did not 

attend. 

The meeting gave all U3As the opportunity to report on their groups’ activities and to exchange ideas on 

how to work through issues about which they were concerned ;  how to recruit members, ideas for activities, 

and to share successful events.  Kerang members had just returned from a weeks trip to Sydney, whilst     

Cohuna explained they were having Sunday afternoon film sessions.  Heathcote and Echuca were concerned 

about growing and developing as well as encouraging members to share ideas for courses . There was       

discussion as to whether the person running a course was a leader, a teacher or a mentor. 

Discussions followed after Harry, from, Network, explained how they are trying to establish a ‘Tutor Bank’ 

of people prepared to offer course to U3A’s away from their own base U3A. 

For Bendigo and Castlemaine I felt we shared our ideas with the other smaller groups but didn’t actually 

gain many new ideas.  I was challenged as to why we have no week-end day events.   

The Network reps mentioned two upcoming events ; One is a Workshop to assist with groups developing 

their  Digital Literacy, planned for  3rd term,  and the New South Wales Southern Region are suggesting a  

‘Murray Muster’ to hopefully gather southern NSW and Northern Vic U3A’s to have a join event probably in 

Albury Wodonga early in the new Year,  much like the big Grampians gathering.. 

Both Bendigo and Castlemaine have wondered why these regional Meetings are only an annual event.     

Perhaps travel is an the issues?   I have asked Harry Dobson from Network if in the Loddon Mallee region 

they might try Northern and a Southern sub regional meeting.  

Maxwell Clarke, Acting President 
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Writing Your Family History 

Course Leader: Monique Thomson 54742290 

A new course beginning in July aims to explore 

various ways to write the information that    family 

historians have collected. It is not about   creating a 

Family Tree—you will have already done some of 

that, but about writing it in some story form. 

Sessions will held once a month commencing    

Monday, July 27th and then on the fourth Monday 

of the month for four months with an option to 

continue. The dates are July 27th; Aug 24th; Sept 28th; 

Oct 26th. Times are 1pm until 3pm. 

 

Walking Tours of Melbourne  
 

– join Lynne Grehg on one of the many walking tours 
operated by Walking Tours of Melbourne. If there is 
sufficient interest a monthly walk to explore a different 
aspect of Melbourne will be organised until the end of 
the year.  You can attend as many or as few of the walks 
as suit you; bookings will be taken independently for 
each walk.  

The first walk is on Wednesday 22nd July:  

Participants to meet at 11am at Southern Cross station, 
the tour will conclude at 1.30pm. While there is no    
organised travel component, Lynne is happy to           
exchange names of any participants who would like to 
organise to travel together. 

The cost is $20 paid to the guide on the day – this is a 
discounted price for U3A groups.  We need a minimum 
of 12 participants, with a maximum of 20.  This course is 
very popular at U3A Ballarat where they often have 
waiting lists. 

For more information and to book:     
Contact Lynne Grehg - 0427 755 016 
lgrehg@hotmail.com                               
Please book by July 14th. 
 

Early Melbourne – Bearbrass  

VISIT the original locations of early Melbourne, 
also known as  ‘Bearbrass’, eg settlers’ homes, 
Batman Hill, gaols, pub, church, docks, wool-
store, warehouses, auction house, market,      
customs, newspaper office, Melbourne Club,   
Yarra Yarra falls,  Aboriginal camp etc. 

LEARN about the founding settlers, their chal-
lenges and the events that led to settlement in 
defiance of British law. 

VIEW paintings, maps and documents by early 
settlers and artists, eg historic pictures and time-
lines 

DISCOVER the impact on the Aboriginal     people 
of the ‘Kulin Nation’ 

About Melbourne Walks from their web-
site —Melbournewalks.com is an award-winning com-

pany, providing personalised and highly researched 
walks by arrangement for over two decades. We offer 
the largest choice of guided walks in Melbourne to indi-
viduals, groups or schools. Its founder Meyer Eidelson is 
a well known historian and author of fifteen books 
about Melbourne and loves to share his passion for his 
home city. 

Other walks include – Melbourne Subterranean, Mel-
bourne Aboriginal, Radical Melbourne, Dunny Lanes of 
Melbourne and Street Art & Graffiti.  There are 50 walks 
in all. Find out more from the website http://
www.melbournewalks.com 

 

 Gibraltar  

 
Monday 15th June 

 to  

Monday 20th July, 1.30  

in  

the Manse room.   

 

STILL TO COME 

mailto:lgrehg@hotmail.com
http://www.melbournewalks.com
http://www.melbournewalks.com
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COURSE CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT 
Robyn Yeoman   Deidre McDougall 

Course Coordinator   Course Administrator 

 

Winter is with us – heavy frosts prevail! 

We have another new course that will get you moving and help your circulation to warm you. Lynne Grehg 

has proposed a course with Walking Melbourne  tours.  There will be a tour in July, August and September, 

and if interest is high Lynne will continue with a tour in October, November and December.  Following that 

we will consider offering it again next year.  There is an article about the course in another part of the news-

letter - so read all about it! 

Another course commencing in July is Writing up your Family History .  A terrific opportunity for the gene-

alogists among us to convert those facts and figures we’ve uncovered into a narrative.  Give it a go! 

The May sessions of Australian Women Artists were very well received. The June sessions are on Thursdays 

4th and 18th, 10am at the Castlemaine Art Gallery. 

Dick Mack returns from his honeymoon in time to conduct a re-run of Gibraltar: where  geography, history 

and politics collide from Monday 15th June to Monday 20th July, 1.30 at the Manse room.  Given that he is in 

Spain and quite near Gibraltar it’s possible he will be able to enhance the course this year with the results of 

new research. 

Peter Stephen’s class, Exploring Popular Music by Themes will continue until the end of July, take a break in 

August and September, the continue from 1st October until end November. 

Finishing in June is French for Travellers on the 24th. 

The Manse door – everyone who uses the Manse room, members and course leaders alike, must respect the 

request from our neighbour, CADARG to keep the back door locked at all time. It is in our best interests to 

do this. 

Report on Network 2015 Presidents Briefing.  
 Held in Melbourne Wednesday 13thMay 2015. 

 
Winn Jodell and Maxwell Clarke attended this meeting which was for all U3A Presidents . It was an  

opportunity for the Network to share with Presidents what it is trying to achieve and what programs it is trying to de-

velop to assist individual U3As to grow . The morning enabled the various sections of the Network to  briefly explain 

their activities.  Barbara Mountjouris, who is the Manager of the Ageing & Aged Care Branch, Department of Health 

and Human Services then  gave an update on the  Seniors Programs, in particular  Seniors Week., 

Win Jodell, Castlemaine’s Immediate Past President, was given time to explain our recent Members Survey.   This 

caused much discussion and created interest from other U3As who may think about conducting such a Survey 

amongst their own members.   The Govt. Rep was most interested as they are looking at ways to assist organizations to 

break down the isolation and possible depression in older people. 

 

After lunch attendees were divided into smaller groups and were asked to select a topic (or topics) from a provided list 

or to develop our own topic.  My group discussed ideas about succession planning and how to encourage people onto 

Committees and to retain their expertise.  One interesting means of seeking Local Govt funding was explained by the 

Representative from Yarra Ranges.( Launching Place to Warburton).  They obtained a copy of their Shire Councils   

Public Health and Wellbeing Plan and then researched the Councils priorities as to  services they thought were needed 

to be provided for their mature residents.  The U3A then identified the many activities they were already providing  

and were therefore able to encourage the Council to increase their funding grants to Upper Yarra U3A.   I have         

obtained a copy of the Mount Alexander Shire Council Public Health and Wellbeing Plan 2013 -2017, and suggest we 

too identify the activities we already provide and therefore might expect better Funding to assist us to perform these in 

more satisfactory accommodation.   

Maxwell Clarke, Acting President 
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2015 CAR TRAIL 

 

U3A 2015 ANNUAL AUTOMOBILE AMBLE 

What is Pudding Bag? What is Ten Ten? 

These are just two of the questions an enthusiastic group 

of about 16 U3A avid explorers, drivers and navigators 

faced when they met to participate on Wednesday 29th 

April in this year’s car trail. The occupants of each       

vehicle were supplied with a carefully prepared and 

very detailed set of instructions. The clever ones, or ra-

ther those how’d been on previous car trails, knew to 

read all the instructions before setting off.  The rest of us, 

needless to say, did some back tracking as the day      

progressed. We were all anticipating some fun and    

challenges and this certainly proved to be the case.   

We set off from the Camp Reserve at about 9.30.and the 

clues we had to follow led us through the beautiful and 

ancient countryside around the Lodden and Campaspe 

river areas. We were soon involved in searching for   

hidden graves, counting trees in Avenues of Honour and 

the names of fallen soldiers,  

finding the names of houses and buildings in the villages 

we went through and record-

ing kilometres we covered 

and times taken.  

It was a beautiful, balmy  

autumn day and when we 

stopped for a welcome morn-

ing tea at a lovely park amid 

stately old oak trees some of 

us chatted about U3A courses 

we attended or swapped   

stories about our lives and 

careers. It was a great way to 

share with friends - old and 

new.  

Back onto the road we drove through more beautiful 

scenery, had more clues 

to follow and questions 

to answer including 

‘would you know what 

the sign ‘Mudlark’ refers 

to’, or ‘what is Mr Jolly’s 

number’?   

 

We heard of the tragic 

story of the lost boys of 

Daylesford and visited 

the memorial in the 

Daylesford Cemetery 

erected to their 

memory. We  had to 

name, the two iconic mountains that guided early      

diggers on their way to the Forest Creek gold fields.   

The final challenge was to compose a song to the tune of 

“It’s a long way to Tipperary” naming some of the plac-

es we passed thorough.  

The finale to the great day was to have lunch at the 

Kyneton Bowling Club and give a round of applause to 

Wilson and Barbara Bunton who researched and  

 organised the day.  Well done to both of them! 

Colleen Smith 

SONG …to the tune of  “It’s a Long Way to Tipperary” 

from the winners of the car ramble,   

Anne and Hans Van Gemert 

 

It is a fun way to drive the car trail 

It’s a fun way to go. 

Lovely country in Central Victoria 

Through Glen Lyon and Ballarto. 

 

Goodbye to Little Hampton 

With Kyneton still to come. 

Thanks to the Buntons for all their troubles  

And giving us more fun. 

 

BEST SONG… Kevin and Veronica Hurley. 

.   

If you don’t know where you are going 

You can follow the crowd. 

Did you count all the Trees of Honour 

If you did then we are proud. 

 

From Glen Lyon to Little Hampton 

Past the Drummond School beyond. 

It’s a long, long way to dine at Kyneton 

And so ends my song. 

  

The winners of 

the car ramble,   

Anne and Hans 

Van Gemert 
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The Deaf Wife Problem 
 

Bert feared his wife Peg wasn’t hearing as well as she 
used to and he thought she might need a hearing aid. 
Not quite sure how to approach her, he called the    fami-
ly Doctor to discuss the problem. 
 
The doctor told him there is a simple informal test the 
husband could perform to give the doctor a better idea 
about her hearing loss. 
 
“Here’s what to do” said the doctor.  
“Stand about 40 feet away from her and in a normal con-
versational speaking voice see if she hears you. If not, 
go to 30 feet, then 20 feet and so on until you get a re-
sponse”. 
 
That evening, the wife is in the kitchen cooking dinner 
and he was in the den. He says to himself “I’m about 40 
feet away, let’s see what happens.” Then in a normal 
voice he asks, “Honey, what’s for dinner? 
No response. 
 
So the husband moves closer to the kitchen, about 30 
feet from his wife and repeats, “Honey, what’s for din-
ner? 
Again he gets no response. 
 
Next he moves into the dining room where he is about 
20 feet from his wife and asks, “Honey what’s for din-
ner? 
Again he gets no response. 
So he walks up to the kitchen door, about 10 feet away. 
“Honey what’s for dinner? 
Again he gets no response. 
Finally he walks right up behind her. “Peg, what’s for 
dinner? 
FOR GOODNESS SAKE BERT, for the fifth time 
CHICKEN 

GREETINGS FROM  INTERSTATE 
 
 A letter from Graeme Quinn, a life member who has 
moved interstate and who inaugurated the car Trail. 
 
Dear Peter, 
  
Thank you for your welcome email and news of U3A 
Castlemaine. I am sorry I have been tardy in responding 
but I have just returned from the Bristol Car Club Na-
tional Rally which they hold ever 2 years. 
This year I went in a so called Arnolt Bristol which was 
marketed as a competitive version and as such had no 
weather protection at all. It was a week-long event and 
as the weather improved so did our enjoyment. 
  
I suspect that the Castlemaine event will always have a 
limited appeal but as I recall those that joined had a 
good time. You cannot please everybody all the time. 
  
It has been a long period of adjustment to me since Jane 
died but the people I have meet have been very support-
ive which is appreciated. I attend sessions in Australian 
History, Armchair Travel, Italian, Music and croquet. I 
am not idle! 
  
Please pass on my best wishes to members as I often 
think of the wonderful times we had with the Castlemaine 
U3A. 
  
Kindest Regards, 
  
Graeme Quinn. 

Hermitage Exhibition 
at the NGV 

 
A group booking has been 
made to see the Hermitage 
Exhibition at the NGV  
on Monday, August 31st. 
 
9.08; Depart from Castlemaine station 
  by train.  
12.00 midday; There will be a lecture 
in the lecture hall followed by entry to the 
exhibition.  
 
Booking with payment will be from July 
3rd until August 7th. 
 
COST;        
$21.00 for entry to the exhibition 
 $8.00 per person for the introductory 
talk/ lecture                                                                                        
Total $29 per person.  

  

STAMPS, POSTCARDS  AND  CORKS 

Many thanks for U3A members who save stamps for me 

to pass onto the Uniting Church Sammy Stamp Appeal. 

 If other members would like to donate used stamps,  

please tear the envelope in half and give the stamped 

part to Bev Orgill and she will pass them onto me.  This 

is better than trimming the stamps – the collectors like 

them done is a “special” way. 

If you have stamaped postcards with non-personal mes-

sages, these can be passed onto me for collectors as well.  

The name and address of the receiver and the name of 

the sender is blanked out before passing these on. 

Unfortunately I no longer have an outlet for corks – the 

Zoo no longer takes them.  Thanks to the many people 

who have passed them on over the years, firstly to bene-

fit Guides Victoria, then to benefit the Elephant Enclo-

sure at Melbourne Zoo . 

Marie Twyford 
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 The English Plural 

According to....George Carlin 1937-2008 
  

We'll begin with a box, and the plural is boxes, 

But the plural of ox becomes oxen, not oxes. 

One fowl is a goose, but two are called geese, 

Yet the plural of moose should never be meese. 

You may find a lone mouse or a nest full of mice, 

Yet the plural of house is houses, not hice. 

 

If the plural of man is always called men, 

Why shouldn't the plural of pan be called pen? 

If I speak of my foot and show you my feet, 

And I give you a boot, would a pair be called beet? 

If one is a tooth and a whole set are teeth, 

Why shouldn't the plural of booth be called beeth? 

 

Then one may be that, and three would be those, 

Yet hat in the plural would never be hose, 

And the plural of cat is cats, not cose. 

We speak of a brother and also of brethren, 

But though we say mother, we never say methren. 

Then the masculine pronouns are he, his and him, 

But imagine the feminine: she, shis and shim! 

 

Let's face it - English is a crazy language.  

There is no egg in eggplant nor ham in hamburger;  

Neither apple nor pine in pineapple.  

English muffins weren't invented in England. 

 

We take English for granted, but if we explore its para-

doxes we find that quicksand can work slowly, boxing 

rings are square, and a guinea pig is neither from    

Guinea nor a pig. 

And why is it that writers write, but fingers don't fing,  

Grocers don't groce and hammers don't ham? 

 

If teachers taught, why didn't preachers praught?  

If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a  

humanitarian eat?  

 

In what other language do people recite at a play and 

play at a recital? 

We ship by truck but send cargo by ship... 

We have noses that run and feet that smell. 

And how can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same 

While a wise man and a wise guy are opposites? 

  

You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of a language 

in which your house can burn up as it burns down. In 

which you fill in a form by filling it out and in which an 

alarm goes off by going on  

And in closing.......... 

If Father is Pop, how come Mother's not Mop.???? 

 

Thanks to Diana Collier for this treasure. How many more 

can you think of? 

SILENT AUCTION 
 

Don't forget! 

This month and next, we will be holding a  Silent 

Auction for that beautiful hand-made  Alpaca 

Travel Rug, that was kindly donated to us by 

a grateful U3A member. 

 

What is a Silent Auction? 

Near the Trading Table, at the coffee morning 

meeting, there is a book in which members wish-

ing to have the lovely rug, are asked to write down 

what price they are prepared  to bid. This amount 

is recorded silently and anonymously. The person 

offering the highest amount becomes the new own-

er of the rug.  

Until? 

The silent auction will be finalised at the July 

Coffee Morning meeting. 

 

If you have any questions about this, please con-

tact Bev Orgill on 5474 3050 or 

email philandbev@hotmail.com 

A CELEBRATION 

 of the  

U3A TRIBUTES PERSON! 
 

Barbara Bunton is our current U3A Celebrations/ 

Tributes Person. 

And a great job she does, too! 

Many U3A members have received a card and a 

message of encouragement that has meant so much. 

 

Cards for weddings. Cards for sickies. Cards of con-

gratulations. Cards of encouragement. Cards of 

sympathy and support.  

 

A card and a comforting few words 

to offer, on our behalf.  
 

If someone in your class is unwell or leaving town 

or having a hard time or having a significant event 

happening in their life please contact  
Barbara Bunton on 5472 3186 or 

email wil2bar@impulse.net.au.  
You can also tell your class representative or tutor 

and they will pass on the information to Barbara. 

Thank you. 

mailto:philandbev@hotmail.com
mailto:wil2bar@impulse.net.au
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CLASS PHOTOS 

The U3A Monday Art 

Workshop  
Hilary Beckett 0431 897 956 
 

We have created a joint artwork to cheer up the Oc-

topus noticeboards! It started as a project to learn all 

about colographs, but as creative spirits do, it be-

came a project using all sorts of techniques and 

gave us a lot of fun. Driving down Duke Street from 

the town on the way to Wesley Hill it DOES stand 

out we think! 

“I'd like to be under the sea in an octopus's garden 

with you!”  

     

   ~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Queen Consorts- 
Queen Victoria’s Granddaughters 

Tom Comerford 5470 6230 

CIRCLE DANCE 
Judi Appleby 5472 2682 
 
During the Castlemaine State Festival Judi and her class 
entertained the passers by with a little circle dancing in  
Victory Park. 

Issues That Concern 
Carol  Dorman 5472 2249 

Mindfulness Meditation 

for Wellbeing 
Karina de Wolf0423306589 
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CLASS NOTES 

THIRD FRIDAY   

Garden GROUP  
Bronwen Stephens  5472 3904  
 

On Friday the 15th we visited Macdonald’s Nursery in 

Bendigo  and most of us came away with a pot plant or 

two to put a bit of colour into our winter gardens. 

 

As well as the Friday trip, a few of us visited a garden in 

Maldon on Monday the 18th. The owner, was a wonder-

ful host and very generous with his time. Daryl's garden 

is full of architectural pieces he rescued or was given 

while living in Melbourne and he brought them with 

him to Maldon and established his first garden 15 years 

ago. 

 

With the cold weather setting in June sees us heading 

inside to see a garden video and then have a talk on 

Landscape Design. 

 
 

ABORIGINAL HISTORY -  

OUR SHARED HISTORY 
Felicity Say 5472 1841 
 
 

2nd. JUNE 

In place of a trip to Tarrawarra Gallery at Healesville, we 

are now going as a group, to an exhibition in Melbourne 

at the National Gallery in St. Kilda Road. 

 

The exhibition is titled "Indigenous Art: Moving Back-

wards into the Future", which seems appropriate for our 

class to visit given, our focus this year is Aboriginal his-

tory through the prism of art. 

 

16th. JUNE. 

Several years ago, Hetti Perkins, Art    

Curator and daughter of Charles Perkins, 

made a series of television programs 

called "Art and Soul".  In viewing the first 

in the series we'll have an opportunity to 

see the work of John Mawundjul, the artist whose work 

we'd hoped to see at Tarrawarra had we been able to 

organize that trip.  We'll also see works by a range of 

artists including  Yakultji and Walimpirrnga who were 

among the last group of Aboriginal people to come out 

of the desert in 1984.  
 

 

 

 

 

SINGING TOGETHER                                                               
Angela Sye 0434 201 701 
 

This month we continued with our Australian 

theme  as well as wrestling with the intricacies of a 

Strauss waltz and a piece by Elgar. Both pieces of    

music are lovely but trying to live up to expectations 

can be difficult!  Who was it who asked for something 

a bit more challenging?     

 

Two members of the choir who are currently recover-

ing in hospital following surgery, Rae and Joan, are 

now back in Castlemaine and we hope the next step is 

discharge home soon. 

 

On Tuesday the 26th we had a "goodbye" afternoon 

tea for Margaret Willis who leaves us to join family in 

warmer climes.  We wish her well and will miss her. 

 
 

Exploring Popular Music    
Peter Stephens 5472 3904  

 

Despite some cold weather and the undeniable lure of 

warmer climates and exotic locations to some, we had 

a good turnout for the first few weeks.  There has been 

no shortage of suggestions for musical themes to     

explore and already we have listened to Duets, Jazz 

Divas (Ella Fitzgerald, Billie Holliday, Peggy Lee), 

Novelty Songs, South Of The Border (the music of Lat-

in America and the Caribbean) and Swing.  Coming 

up over the next month or so will be 45s, the Chicago 7 

Conspiracy Trial with songs from that period (think 

contemporaries of the young Bob Dylan), Days Of The 

Week, Ragtime and the music of Rogers and Hammer-

stein.  A few more themes will be added in coming 

weeks as  the group has decided to continue into July 

and hopefully we will reconvene in October and     

continue for the remainder of the year.  

 

Newcomers are welcome to join but please contact me 

first.  We meet Thursday mornings at 10.30 in the 

Manse of the Uniting Church. 

Peter 

 

 

SOLO GROUP                                                                                                                   
Eva Haarburger 5472 3391 
Our next get-together will be at the home of    

Peggy Munro. Please let her know if you cannot 

attend. Phone: 5472 2086  
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MUSIC APPRECIATION  
Bruce Baud 5472 4574 
 

We continued with a Russian theme and 

heard Peter Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto in D. 

Opus 35. and then his “Serenade for Strings”. 

After a short break we listened to Symphony No.6– 

The Pathetique—his last work. 

As always, a delightful morning .  
Veronica Hurley 
 
 
 

BRIDGE 
Paul O’Hare 5470 5332 
 

A Significant Bridge Victory 
 

A number of members of the U3ACastlemaine Bridge 

Group are also members of the Bendigo Bridge Club.  

The reason for this is that the Bendigo Club is affiliat-

ed with the Australian Bridge Federation so that 

members can play at any other venue, congress or 

competition and accumulate Master Points.  The Ben-

digo Bridge Club has supported U3ACastlemaine for 

a number of years with pre-dealing the hands we 

play using a computerised machine and with scoring 

the results.  In return we offer another playing venue 

for Bendigo members in order to broaden their expe-

rience.  Two of our members had a recent success at a 

Victorian competition.  Paul O'Hare and Denis Upsall 

came first in the Victorian Simultaneous Restricted 

Pairs Final in a congress held on Saturday 9 May 2015 

with a score of 437 and 56.25%.  The term restricted 

means that the event is only open to players with few-

er than 300 Master points.  The prize for this is an in-

vitation to participate in the National Championships 

to be held in Perth in July and a $2000 subsidy to-

wards the travel costs to get there.   Paul has been 

class leader of our bridge group for several years and 

Denis has recently started a monthly training class for 

both old and new players.  All members of the 

U3ACastlemaine group as well as the Bendigo Bridge 

Club wish Paul and Denis every success in Perth. 

Hans van Gemert 5472 1082 

 
 

 

 

 

CLASS NOTES 

Petanque 
Sally Kaptein  54706340  

Maldon versus Castlemaine U3A  
This biannual event is gathering momentum. 

There were 32 players on the 'piste' and 'esprit de 

competition' was eviden, but more importantly, so 

was  the sense of enjoyment and personal achieve-

ment . 

We congratulate Maldon once again on their victo-

ry. The team fielded by Castlemaine U3A, was de-

lighted that the win was only by the narrowest of 

margins! At half time Castlemaine U3A was ahead 

by one game and in the second half of play Mal-

don won by 2 games. 

The event is played in Autumn at the Campbell's 

Creek piste and in Spring at Maldon. All players 

agree it is fun to have this relaxed competition and 

to use the event as a way of measuring our pro-

gress with this fascinating game! 

We play every Friday from 2- 3.30pm at Camp-

bells Creek ,next to the bowling club and new 

members are always welcome. 

Ring Sally on 54706340 if you want to come. 
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CLASS NOTES 

U3A Castlemaine  

Name Badges and Lanyards 

 
If you haven’t yet received your 2015 name 

badge and lanyard, they will be available at 

Coffee Mornings or at the U3A Office.   

Dylan Thomas (1914-1953)  
Tutor Judith Sraudte. 

  
Most of us are familiar with ”Go not 

gently into that good night..” and 

“Under Milkwood”, but the short 

course on the life and work of this 

somewhat turbulent and short-lived poet revealed 

an amazing output of poetry, stories , radio plays 

and at least three volumes of Miscellany” .  

Photos and texts appeared from the 

resource of members of the class, many of 

whom had been to Wales, some had been born 

there or had ties with Wales, so we had a great   

collection of memorabilia, and interesting discus-

sions... 

Listening to a CD with Thomas reading  ‘A Child’s 

Christmas in Wales” and ‘A Night  With Grandpa” 

is a joy to recommend, along with the serious     

aspects of his work. 

  

 
 

History of the English 

Language 
Diana Collier  
 

Funny story re U3A and our Granddaughter Alice. 

Monday is our day for History of the English Lan-

guage, but this day was a Curriculum Day for our 

7 year old granddaughter Alice, so I said to her –  

“We will drop Poppy at his English class and then 

go and have Morning Tea.” 

There was silence in the back seat then she said, 

“Does Poppy go to school?” 

“Yes, dear, he has English class then his French 

class. He loves it. We never stop learning.” 

More silence then a little voice said,  “But Poppy is 

79 and he is STILL at school?” 

I said it was his choice and that lots of older people 

attend classes. 

 More shocked silence.   

 The question is – was she working out that as she 

was 7 in Grade 2 and Poppy and Granny were still 

at school in their 70’s– was she still going to be at 

school when she was old? 

Or – did she think Poppy and Granny were very, 

very, slow learners!!!! 
Christine Kimpton 

OVER 80s Luncheon Group             

Eileen Park  5472 5213   
 
Please note that we will meet at 12.15 on Wednesday 

June 10th at Toggs in Littleton Street.  

Members are requested to confirm their attendance 

to Betty Henchman on 5472 2139, or Eileen Park on 

54725213. 

Shifting Gears 
A very select group of two men enjoyed a very     

interesting time, admiring cars of all ages, and     

discovering just how innovative Australian design 

engineers have been.  Ideas developed here within 

the Australian centres have later been adapted in 

the worldwide automotive industry.  Such futuristic 

shapes and safety design features have been discov-

ered and developed here in Australia. The Holden 

Hurricane built 46 years ago would look great as a 

current model.   And that ‘Effie’ is just breath tak-

ing.  Oh, to have been allowed to drive it home,  but 

alas it was back to a Vline train home to  

Castlemaine. 

Maxwell Clarke 

 

AUSTRALIAN HISTORY   
Geoff  Walker    5470  6652 
 

Our May meetings proved to be very interesting 

and June  promises no less. On June 8th members 

will bring along memorabilia from World War I, 

including letters and documents which have a    

family connection and on June 22nd Clive will fill 

us in on the adventures of the Red Barron. 

 

Meetings are now held in the Presbyterian Hall at 

1.30pm. 
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Central Victorian Apple Users 
Meets on the 4th Thursday of each month at the  

Salvation Army Hall, Kennedy Street 
Castlemaine at 7pm  

  
Thursday 25th June 

Yosemite 10.3 iPhoto App 
 

Thursday 23
rd

 July  
Astronomy on the iMac or iPad 

Thursday 27th August  
Garageband, Music Apps.  

Create Music on your Device. 
 

Plus very popular Q&A sessions at all meetings  as well as 
other interesting items including up-to-date technology 

advances. 

 What’s Happening                                                      
at The Castlemaine Library ?    

                          Book Launch 

Newstead Author and Publisher, Nicholas Hudson 

of Spycatcher fame, has published a 3rd edition of 

his book, Modern Australian Usage. This is a com-

pletely updated and revised edition which reflects 

changes in copyright law and social media. 

Castlemaine Library has a book signing planned for   

Friday 31st July. 

As you may know, Nicholas Hudson has a lifetime 

of knowledge and work with words and language 

that is reflected in this essential reference tool. He is 

also a most entertaining speaker. 
 

INFORMATION FOR               
OLDER DRIVERS 

 
 A new study suggests adults who are well into 

their 60s and 70s can learn visual information just 

as readily as the whippersnappers in their 20s, but 

the elders pick up much more irrelevant visual  

information than do their younger counterparts. 

That is because of a decline in the ability to        

suppress information that is not relevant to the 

task at hand. 

The study suggests you could make a case that  

older driver might have an edge over the young, at 

least when visual information matters. They might 

pick up subtle signals of potential hazards that 

youngsters suppress as irrelevant. Noticing a 

creeping shadow of a car might keep an older  

driver from executing a dangerous lane change. 

But all bets are off if the older driver notices wood 

ducks, kangaroos or a rabbit, [ based on personal 

experience on Blakely Rd]. 

This item is based on an Age article by Geoffrey 

Mohan; the source is the paper detailed below:- 

Age-Related Declines of Stability in Visual Percep-

tual Learning, Li-Hung Chang, Kazuhisa Shibata, 

George J. Andersen, Yuka Sasaki, Takeo Watanabe. 

CURRENT BIOLOGY  Volume 24, Issue 24, p2926–

2929, 15 December 2014 

Frank Pederick 

OUT AND ABOUT 

http://www.cell.com/current-biology/issue?pii=S0960-9822%2814%29X0024-2
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

9.30am French II 
9.30am Tai Chi 
10.30am Art Workshop 
10.30am Movies Merit 
10.45am French III 

10.30am Intuitive  

               Development 

1.30pm Bridge  

1.30pm Mah-Jong 1 

3.30pm Choral 

9.30am Table Tennis 
9.30am German ll 
11am German lll 
2.15pm French for   
Travellers 

 9.30am Italian III    
10am Mindfulness Medi-
tation                    
10.30am Popular Music 
Themes                 
1.30pm Photography & 
Digital Imaging     
1.30pm Mah-Jong 2  
2pm Tatting 
 

11.30am Hydrotherapy 
1.30pm Issues that  
Concern  
 2pm  Petanque  
              
 

1 
2pm French Language & 
        Literature 

2 

10am Aboriginal  

          History 

1.30pm Book Discussion 
Group 

3 

9am Bush Rambling  
9.30am Music  
Appreciation 
1.30pm Bridge Problem 
Solving 

4 
4.30pm Solo Whist 

 

 

5 

10am  COFFEE MORN 

 1.30pm Requiem      

7pm Opera –                
an occasional evening 

8 
10am Let’s Read a Play 
11.30am Latin I 
1.30pm Latin II 
2pm Australian History 

9 

 

10                          
8.30am Bush Walking 
9am Bush Rambling            
10am Circle Dancing  
12.30pm Over Eighties  
Luncheon                  
2pm Understanding   
Opera  

11 
10.30am Latin III 
11.30am Latin IV 

12 
10am Tai Chi seated 
10am English Literature 
 

15 
1.30pm Gibraltar 
2pm French Language &  
        Literature 

16 

10am Aboriginal History                 
17 
10am Circle Dancing 

18 
4.30pm Solo Whist 

19 

9.30am Good, Bad,  

         Excellent … Films 

10am Tai Chi seated 

10am Friday Morning 

          Garden Group 

1.30pm Requiem 

Solo Group 

Saturday 20th  12.30pm 

 

22 
Let’s Read a Play 
11.30am Latin I 
1.30pm Gibraltar 
1.30pm Latin II 
2pm Australian History 

23 
 

24 
8.30am Bush Walking 
9am Bush Rambling 

25 

10.30am Latin III 

11.30am Latin IV 

26 

9.30am Good, Bad, Ex-
cellent …Films       
10am Tai Chi seated  

29 
1.30pm Gibraltar 
2pm French Language & 
Literature 

30 
  

 

JUNE CALENDAR   All classes above this line are held weekly. 
All classes below this line are held on the date indicated . 


