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The regular meeting of the Richfield Town Board was held on Monday, August 17, 2020 in the Richfield 

Town Garage. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Supervisor Palevsky.  
Board members present were Eckler, Bello, Frigault, and Seamon. Highway Superintendent Proctor and 

Clerk Young were also in attendance.     

  
Supervisor Palevsky stated he will allow public comment on important topics. He asked there be no back 

and forth between the board members and the public. Palevsky also informed the board that Otsego Now 

is offering a $500.00 grant for PPE reimbursement.  Palevsky will apply for the grant and submit receipts 
for PPE that has been purchased. 

  

Clerk Young reported DEC licenses are now available. The DEC updated the licensing sales website and 
issued new printers to licensing agents. Clerk Young did training on the new system in July.  

Highway Superintendent Proctor reported the 2020 paving season is complete. Proctor will apply for 

CHIPS reimbursement. 

Clerk Young reported the Planning Board had no new business at the August meeting. The board had a 
discussion on purchasing a laptop for the Planning Board. 

Councilman Frigault reported the Beach Commission had two meetings in August. The Commission is 

deciding how to approach the repairs on the Gate House or if it should be repaired at all. They would like 

to get a tarp to put on the roof in the meantime to keep any more water from damaging the building. 
Councilman Bello said he would get a piece of rubber for the roof. The Commission also discussed 

raising private funds for repairs and upgrades to the beach.  

County Rep Keith McCarty reported that sales tax is doing better, but is still 12% lower than expected. 
The county received no bed tax for this quarter. The county passed a local law to extend the tax cap. Ten 

miles of county roads have been paved.  

Old Business 

The Board has received two bids to repair the boiler; they are waiting on a third bid. If the board has three 
bids, they will not need to advertise the job. The board will wait for the third bid to come in to have 

further discussion.  

The Board had another discussion regarding the Cable Franchise agreement. Supervisor Palevsky is still 

working out the details of the agreement.  

Councilman Bello stated because the board did not want to give Kevin Putman holiday pay for working 

on the July 4th, Bello would like to see Putnam receive a .50 per hour raise.  

Motion by Bello to give Kevin Putnam a .50 per hour raise, second by Frigault: 

Supervisor Palevsky opened the floor to public comment. 

Doug Brooks Jr- It is a slap in the face to the Highway Department for Keven to keep getting raises when 
the Highway Department was denied the raise they asked for. 

Maggie Young- when the Clerk and Highway Department asked for a raise, they were initially told there 

would be a freeze on all raises. We asked for a 3% raise and were given a 1.4% raise. 
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Paul Palumbo- The board should not give mid-season raises. Raises should be agreed on at budget time. 

Dawn Seamon- Raises should be given at budget time. 

Rich Larenzo- the board needs to be consistent 

After hearing from the public Bello withdrew his motion. 

Supervisor Palevsky will make updates to the Transfer Site contract by September 3, 2020 in preparation 

of the new hauler taking over. 

Councilman Bello reported the Department of Health wants a micro filter tested done on the water supply 

at Bakers Beach to alleviate the $6,000.00 fine the town received last year. The beach has to have a public 
water supply in order to open. The board had a discussion on spending $1,600.00 to have the micro filter 

test done.  

Motion by Bello to spend $1,600.00 for further water testing at Bakers Beach, second by Frigault.  Bello- 
yes, Eckler-yes, Frigault-yes, Seamon- yes, Palevsky-yes. 

New Business 

Motion by Seamon to pay all claims with three signatures, second by Frigault. Councilman Eckler stated 

a voucher submitted by Bello for reimbursement is passed 60 days. Bello- no, Eckler-yes, Frigault-yes, 
Seamon- yes, Palevsky-yes. 

   A General    $       8,747.92    

   DA Highway    $       1,139.80 

   DB Highway Outside village  $       8,017.71 

   Total         $17,905.43 

Motion by Eckler to accept the July 20, 2020 minutes, second by Seamon. Bello- yes, Eckler-yes, 
Frigault-yes, Seamon- yes, Palevsky-yes. 

Supervisor Palevsky suggested after September the board should hold meetings via Zoom. 

Privilege of the Floor 

Keith McCarty asked if the Census information can be posted to the town’s website. Census numbers are 
low in Otsego County. 

Doug Brooks Sr. thanked Supervisor Palevsky for allowing the public to speak. 

Motion by Seamon to adjourn at 8:32 pm, second by Frigault. All members were in favor. 

 

_____________________ 

Maggie Young, Clerk 

  



 

 


