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Thanks so much for downloading our Literature Morning Time plans. Our hope is that these 

plans will guide you as you do Morning Time with your family. While they can be followed to 

the letter, they are much better adapted to your family’s preferences and needs. Move subjects 

around, add your own special projects, or leave subjects out entirely. These are meant to be 

helpful, not stressful. 

The memorization sheets can be copied multiple times for your memory work binders. Feel 

free to print as many as you need. 

CHOOSING A SCHEDULE 

We have included two different schedules for you to choose from. You can choose the regular 
weekly grid that schedules subjects onto different days for you, or you can choose the loop 
schedule option.  

With the loop schedule you will do Memorization daily. Work on each piece until your family 
has it memorized and then move on to the next.  

After Memorization each day choose one to three other activities from the Loop List. Skip the 
ones you don’t want to do and keep track by checking off the subject square. 
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SUBJECT BY SUBJECT 
Memorization - The Vanderbeeker children begin doing nice things for their landlord as a 

means to an end. However, by the end of the story, they become motivated not only by their 

desire to stay in their home, but by true compassion for a hurting neighbor.  

The passages chosen from the English Standard Version focus on loving your neighbor. You 

may of course use any version you wish for memorization. If the passages are too long, 

memorize one for now and perhaps the other later. Often reading the verses with your children 

daily is all that is needed. Hide them in your heart to help you love your neighbor. 

You can also access Your Morning Basket Episode 2 for more memorization help or try a new 

memory technique by listening to Your Morning Basket Episode 24. 

Poetry - These poems by Edgar A. Guest are both whimsical and inspiring. Enjoy their sing-

song rhythm and encouraging message. Also try your hand at writing a Haiku like Oliver. 

Remember, “Poetry is cool, okay?”  

Read the poem with your family. Enjoy. It’s really that easy! You might also: 

• Have them close their eyes and after the reading tell what they pictured in their 
mind. 

• Draw a picture to go with the poem. 
• Ask what was their favorite part. 
• Ask what was their favorite word. 

For more on poetry listen to Your Morning Basket Episode 8 and download our poetry cheat 
sheet here. 

Music Appreciation - Isa enjoys playing the violin and plays several pieces throughout the 

book. Enjoy listening to and learning about the pieces mentioned.  

Picture Study - Have you ever been to Harlem? Have you ever seen it? Sometimes it can be 

hard to picture the setting of a story if you have never seen anything like it before. Enjoy the 

pieces of artwork depicting different scenes of Harlem and the photographs of City College.  

Mr. Beiderman taught art history. For the last week, learn about the different periods of art 

history and its movements. You may choose to study one in depth or just take a quick overview.  

More information on how to do picture study can be found by listening to Your Morning Basket 

Episode 22 with Emily Kiser and download our age-appropriate narration expectations for 

picture study. 
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http://www.pambarnhill.com/ymb2
http://www.pambarnhill.com/ymb24
http://www.pambarnhill.com/ymb-8
http://pambarnhill.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Basket-Bonus-Poetry.pdf
http://pambarnhill.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Basket-Bonus-Poetry.pdf
https://pambarnhill.com/ymb22/
https://pambarnhill.com/ymb22/
https://pambarnhill.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Picture-Study-Narration-Expectations.pdf
https://pambarnhill.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Picture-Study-Narration-Expectations.pdf
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WEEK MEMORIZATION

WEEK 1 Matthew 5:43-45

WEEK 2 Matthew 5:46-47

WEEK 3 John 13:34-35

WEEK 4 1 Corinthians 13:4-7

WEEK POETRY

WEEK 1 “Don't Quit” by Edgar A. Guest

WEEK 2 "See It Through” by Edgar A. Guest

WEEK 3 “The Stick-Together Families" by Edgar A. Guest

WEEK 4

Oliver writes a Haiku poem for Mr. Beiderman. Write your own Haiku using the 
5-7-5 format.  

Level Up: What is Haiku really? Write a Haiku using these parameters. 

WEEK MUSIC APPRECIATION

WEEK 1 Czardas for Violin and Piano

WEEK 2

As Jessie walks through Isa’s basement space, Isa plays a Beethoven concerto. 
Close your eyes and enjoy the only violin concerto Beethoven wrote, Maxim 
Vengerov plays Beethoven Violin Concerto in D major. 
Level Up: What is a Concerto?

WEEK 3

Isa played the violin solo for Dvořák: Humoresque No. 7 in G-Flat Major. Her sister 
affirmed that it was one of the most beautiful pieces ever written. What do you 
think? 
Level Up: Learn more about Dvorak, and his music inspired by the New World. 

WEEK 4
In a fit of emotion, Isa plays Les Furies. Immediately afterwards she plays The 
Swan. Play these pieces back to back and discuss how the music is reflective of her 
passion. 

https://www.stresslesscountry.com/dontquit/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44318/see-it-through
https://allpoetry.com/The-Stick-Together-Families
https://www.momjunction.com/articles/haiku-poems-for-kids-how-to-write_00762982/
https://haiku-poetry.org/what-is-haiku.html
https://youtu.be/7-zoRFcoDkE
https://youtu.be/gIdqiis3Mts
https://www.wqxr.org/story/bachstock-whats-concerto/
https://youtu.be/2B9kZ2jguwk
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Antonin-Dvorak/Works
https://youtu.be/rLwknR69RT4
https://youtu.be/t_AG60OBVbM
https://youtu.be/alx5LvnqpE0
https://youtu.be/alx5LvnqpE0
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LOOP SCHEDULE

DAILY SUBJECTS

Memorization Matthew 5:43-45 

Matthew 5:46-47 

John 13:34-35 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7

LOOP SUBJECTS

Subject Activity

Poetry “Don't Quit” by Edgar A. Guest

Music Appreciation Czardas for Violin and Piano

Picture Study What is a brown stone? What do Harlem streets look like? Enjoy this 
watercolor painting of Lennox Avenue by Afinelyne. 

Art Even though it is not alive, the brownstone seems like the main 
character in the story with a personality all its own. Enjoy drawing a 
street of brownstones like the one on Lennox Avenue in Picture 
Study. Here is a tutorial and some pictures of NYC brownstones to 
get you started. Remember, your street of brownstones can be 
unique just like Laney’s.

Nature Study Sometimes it seems as if a city street has no nature to see at all. 
Find out what animals live in the city. Visit the downtown area of 
your closest city for a nature walk. What do you see? Record your 
findings in your nature journal. 

Extra Get into the setting with A Timeline of NYC’s Brownstones, NYC 
Brownstone History, and even tour Theodore Roosevelt’s birthplace!

Poetry "See It Through” by Edgar A. Guest

Music Appreciation As Jessie walks through Isa’s basement space, Isa plays a Beethoven 
concerto. Close your eyes and enjoy the only violin concerto 
Beethoven wrote, Maxim Vengerov plays Beethoven Violin 
Concerto in D major. 
Level Up: What is a Concerto?

Picture Study While Castleman’s bakery is a fictional place, there are plenty of 
lovely bakeries in Harlem. Enjoy looking at these watercolor 
paintings of a Afinelyne’s favorites. 
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https://www.stresslesscountry.com/dontquit/
https://youtu.be/7-zoRFcoDkE
https://afinelyne.pixels.com/featured/lenox-avenue-in-harlem-afinelyne.html
https://artprojectsforkids.org/how-to-draw-row-houses/
https://www.gettyimages.com/photos/new-york-brownstone
https://youtu.be/BnTrXzLtNDA
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/stunning-photographic-timeline-of-new-york-citys-iconic-brownstones
https://streeteasy.com/blog/nyc-brownstone-history/
https://www.nps.gov/thrb/learn/historyculture/brownstone.htm
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44318/see-it-through
https://youtu.be/gIdqiis3Mts
https://www.wqxr.org/story/bachstock-whats-concerto/
https://untappedcities.com/2012/12/31/harlems-best-bakeries/
https://streeteasy.com/blog/nyc-brownstone-history/
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SEE IT THROUGH 
BY EDGAR A. GUEST 

When you’re up against a trouble, 

    Meet it squarely, face to face; 

Lift your chin and set your shoulders, 

    Plant your feet and take a brace. 

When it’s vain to try to dodge it, 

    Do the best that you can do; 

You may fail, but you may conquer, 

    See it through! 

Black may be the clouds about you 

    And your future may seem grim, 

But don’t let your nerve desert you; 

    Keep yourself in fighting trim. 

If the worst is bound to happen, 

    Spite of all that you can do, 

Running from it will not save you, 

    See it through! 

Even hope may seem but futile, 

    When with troubles you’re beset, 

But remember you are facing 

    Just what other men have met. 

You may fail, but fall still fighting; 

    Don’t give up, whate’er you do; 

Eyes front, head high to the finish. 

    See it through! 
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