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INTRODUCTION 
 
We all love a good riddle, for example the famous one about a choice between two doors.  
There are two door guardians by the two doors, one always lies and one always tells the 
truth: what single question could you ask to find out which is the right door?  The answer is, 
ask any one of them what the other door guardian will tell you is the right one, and then 
choose the opposite.  The one telling the truth will know that the one who lies will point to 
the wrong one; and the one who lies will lie about the one who tells the truth.  In this case 
they will both be indicating which door is the wrong door, so you choose the opposite.  We 
love these sorts of riddles and we read books in them, and use them in IQ tests and as 
jokes, and we become accustomed to them and even adept at them.  But how very different 
it is to have a book knowledge about solving problems to unpicking the complexities of a 
real life situation.   
 
I was recently a juror in a court case which was a he-said-she-said case regarding a charge 
of rape.  Each one sounded like they were telling the truth.  There were no other witnesses, 
in fact the person making the complaint was so drunk she had blanks in her memory.  How 
do you decide who is telling the truth.  The court case ended, not by determining the facts 
of the situation, but by throwing it out of court because of insufficient grounds to lay a 
charge.  That is not justice, true a potentially innocent man was not charged as guilty, but 
was he guilty or not, the courts could not determine.  Our earthly justice system is very 
limited in what it can know for sure, and there are many instances of cases needing to be 
thrown out because no one can know enough to make a verdict, and sometimes justice is 
corrupted through neglect, deceit or error.  Knowing the complexities of the judicial system 
we can more fully appreciate then Solomon’s wisdom in the case before us.   
 
As we look at this section we want to note Solomon’s wise justice, and then think on the 
wise justice of Christ who Solomon is said to foreshadow.   
 
The wisdom of Solomon 
 
So Solomon has just had his vision and prayed for justice.  The court case before us is one 
of those difficult she-said-she-said ones that many legal situations could not have resolved.  
V28 makes clear that this case and its resolution was a clear demonstration of God’s gift of 
wisdom to Solomon, ‘And all Israel heard of the judgment that the king had rendered, and 
they stood in awe of the king, because they perceived that the wisdom of God was in him to 
do justice.’  If this were a court case today, we would resolve the matter very easily.  We 
would examine the baby photos, or do a DNA/blood test, or call in the father, or get a 
paediatrician to determine which was the younger child.  But here was a situation where 
none of these things could be done.  There were no fathers since the women were 
prostitutes, there were no witnesses, since the women were still on sick leave after the 
birth, v18, ‘There was no one else in the house; only we two were in the house.’  There was 
no distinct difference in age being only three days apart, and being Jewish with the generic 
brown hair, no distinct physical features stood out to make a judgement.   
 



It is important to note the absence of witnesses.  The OT judicial system was dependent 
upon the testimony of 2-3 witnesses.  Deut. 19:15, ‘"A single witness shall not suffice 
against a person for any crime or for any wrong in connection with any offense that he has 
committed. Only on the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses shall a charge be 
established.’  If there were no witnesses there could be no justice.  And here there is much 
at stake.  A mother will have a child stolen from her, and a child could be taken from his 
rightful mother, and for no witnesses will this injustice go unaddressed.  Will the law made 
to protect the innocent here protect the wicked?      
 
We are told that the woman whose baby was stolen made the accusation.  V19 tells us how 
she recounts how the other woman smothered her baby in the night.  This is of course her 
suspicion, it might have been cot death.  V20 tells how she got up in the middle of the night 
and swapped the dead baby for the live one.  The specificity of midnight can only be a 
guess, and it appears as if this report is recording the apparent confidence of the accuser, 
but also raises questions against her.  For if she knew that the child was taken at midnight, 
was she awake to know this, then why didn’t she stop the other woman?  It appears as if 
these overstatements were further muddying the waters, and creating little inconsistencies 
all over the place.  V21 tells how she awoke to a dead child, and a little later with better 
light she saw that the baby was not hers.  At this point the other woman interjects, v22, 
‘"No, the living child is mine, and the dead child is yours." The first said, "No, the dead child 
is yours, and the living child is mine."’  Solomon recognises the difficulty of the case as a 
she-said-she-said scenario, v23, ‘Then the king said, "The one says, 'This is my son that is 
alive, and your son is dead'; and the other says, 'No; but your son is dead, and my son is 
the living one.'"’  How do find out who is telling the truth? 
 
Solomon employs a little psychology.  Knowing the instincts of a mother to defend her own 
child, he stages a killing of the child.  The first thing he does is ask for a sword for dramatic 
effect, v24.  The women would be thinking to themselves, what is the sword for, both will 
be feeling a little nervous thinking that one of the women would be killed.  V25 deals the 
shocking blow, ‘And the king said, "Divide the living child in two, and give half to the one 
and half to the other."’  This cold, hard, application of apparent justice slammed into the 
mother who was desperate for her child.  V26, ‘Then the woman whose son was alive said 
to the king, because her heart yearned for her son, "Oh, my lord, give her the living child, 
and by no means put him to death."’  A mother’s love was smoked out by putting her child 
in danger.  And the other women’s envy and hatred too, ‘But the other said, "He shall be 
neither mine nor yours; divide him."’  And even though there were no witnesses, Solomon 
was able to solve an apparently unsolvable case, and justice which might have gone undone 
was fully satisfied, v27, ‘Then the king answered and said, "Give the living child to the first 
woman, and by no means put him to death; she is his mother."’   
 
We are told of the effect of this success in v28, ‘And all Israel heard of the judgment that 
the king had rendered, and they stood in awe of the king, because they perceived that the 
wisdom of God was in him to do justice.’  They were not just impressed, there was more 
fear involved.  Here is the translation one commentator offers, ‘All Israel heard the 
judgement with which the king judged and they feared before the king, for they saw the 
wisdom of God was in him to do justice.’  Those who thought they could commit a crime 
and get away with it on the basis of the technicality that there were no witnesses were 
robbed of their confidence.   
 
The Wisdom of Christ 
 



We cannot help but turn from the type to the reality.  Solomon was great, but there is one 
greater than Solomon who we have to reckon with.  And just as the wisdom upon Solomon 
Solomon cast a fear over Israel, we must recognise that Christ who is wiser and who has 
been given the right to judge all men is to be feared.   
 
Recently I have had the privilege of visiting with someone who has terminal cancer.  I count 
it a privilege because serving a person at such a time is indeed a sacred thing, and they are 
so close to reality and so open to truth.  The person I am speaking to is not yet a believer.  
And like all has a fear of death.  When talking to him I asked what aspect of death do you 
fear?  I laid out the three potential parts.  Firstly, there is the dying experience, the pain, the 
humiliation; worry over a drawn out affair.  Secondly, there is the issue of justice.  We have 
all done bad things in our lives, and when we die we fear a reckoning, a repaying for all the 
bad things I have done.  Thirdly, some fear death because of the loss of identity and 
significance.  They fear it is the end, that there is nothing afterwards, that all of their life 
amounts to nothing and is forgotten.  Even though an unbeliever this man knows that he 
has done bad things and fears that when he dies he must face justice.  I praise God for this 
fear, for this is the fear that we all ought to be feeling, and unless felt we won’t do anything 
to ensure our sins forgiven so that we will not be judged. 
 
It was then that I told him about the court room scene.  Imagine your daughter has been 
kidnapped and murdered.  The murderer is caught and is standing before the judge.  The 
judge says, I am a good guy, I will let you off, you may go free.  We all recognise that this 
is unjust and not just.  In the same way, you and I are criminals who have broken God’s 
law, and one day we will have to stand before Him to give an account of our lives.  Do you 
think God should be just or unjust?  Do you think that God should just let you off the hook 
and not punish your crimes?  Would you be happy if He did that to the kidnapper?  No, then 
why should He do it for you?  We feel the tension.  We know ourselves as sinners, we know 
that sin must be punished if God is just.  But where does that leave us, under condemnation 
and the certainty of punishment.  That is the bad news, you are a criminal who must be 
judged, and even if you could be good from here on in, there are crimes that must still be 
paid for.  So imagine then, God the judge, stripping off his judges robes and putting on your 
prisoner’s jump suit, and He goes with the executioner to go and die the death you deserve 
and to pay for your crimes so that you can receive forgiveness.  God has not denied justice 
in forgiving you, He has satisfied it.  Jesus death on the cross was a payment to satisfy the 
law against your crimes. 
 
  If we do not accept Jesus Christ as our Saviour, then we will have to face God as judge for 
ourselves.  We can either accept what Jesus has done for us by taking the criminal’s place 
and punishment on the cross.  Or we can risk standing before God on judgement day 
hoping our good deeds are good enough, or that we have a clever enough argument to let 
us in.  It amazes me how many people think they are going to have some smart thing to say 
to God on that day that will shame Him into letting them off the hook.  Some people go on 
about how they will point the finger at God and talk about all the suffering in the world.  But 
what they are overlooking is their own crimes, and that justice must be done, and how God 
took the suffering we deserve in order to secure a future where all suffering will be ended, 
and setting a day when all those who caused suffering will be judged. 
 
Here are some of the biblical facts related to judgement day.  Who will do the judging?  The 
confession answers, ‘God hath appointed a day wherein He will judge the world in 
righteousness, by Jesus Christ; to whom all power and judgement is given of the Father….’  
God judges humanity, but He does this through His Son Jesus Christ.  John 5:22, ‘The 
Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son.’  John 5:27, ‘And he has given 



him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man.’  Acts 17:31, ‘because he 
has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead."  The 
Bible also indicates that the angels have a role to play, Matt. 13:41-42, ‘The Son of Man will 
send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-
breakers, 42 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’  There is even an indication that we will participate in the judgement, 1 
Cor. 6:2-3, ‘Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is to 
be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that we are 
to judge angels? How much more, then, matters pertaining to this life!’  Whatever this 
involves!   
 
Who will be judged?  ‘…in which day, not only the apostate angels shall be judged, but 
likewise all persons that have lived upon the earth shall appear before the tribunal of Christ.’  
Angels will be judged, Jude 6, ‘And the angels who did not stay within their own position of 
authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy 
darkness until the judgment of the great day.’  And every human being that has ever lived 
upon the earth, Rev. 20:11-15 mentions the dead great and small, even including those who 
died at sea and all in the grave.  The only ones who possibly would not be judged would be 
those infants who died in infancy for they had not yet done any deeds and would not qualify 
for a judgement according to works. 
 
Upon what basis will we be judged?  The 1689 says, apostate angels and all humanity will 
appear before Christ ‘…to give an account of their thoughts, words and deeds and to receive 
according to what they have done in the body, whether good or evil.’  2 Cor. 5:10 reminds 
us that we will be judged for those things done in the body, ‘For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done 
in the body, whether good or evil.’  For our words, Matt. 12:36-7, ‘I tell you, on the day of 
judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak, 37 for by your words 
you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned."  For our thoughts, 1 Cor. 
4:5, ‘Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who 
will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the 
heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God.’  Judgement will be based 
not on class, race, sex or any incidental distinction about us, instead we will be judged on 
what we did with the truth of God as we understood it.   
 
We will be judged according to the amount of light that we had.  Rom. 1:18-21 shows that 
we do not need to have been brought up in a Christian culture to provoke God’s wrath, but 
merely need to reject the knowledge of God as creator as it comes through creation.  We 
may not know the 10 Commandments or the teachings of Christ but God will still judge us 
according to the truth of right and wrong that He has written on every heart Rom. 2:12, 14-
16.  This accounts for the varying degrees of judgement that we see mentioned.  Matt. 
11:20-24, ‘Then he began to denounce the cities where most of his mighty works had been 
done, because they did not repent. 21 "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if 
the mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I tell you, it will be more bearable on the day of 
judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to 
heaven? You will be brought down to Hades. For if the mighty works done in you had been 
done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24 But I tell you that it will be more 
tolerable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom than for you." 
Luke 12:47-48, ‘And that servant who knew his master's will but did not get ready or act 
according to his will, will receive a severe beating. 48 But the one who did not know, and 



did what deserved a beating, will receive a light beating. Everyone to whom much was 
given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will 
demand the more.’   
 
What about believers?  If the believer is saved not by works but by faith alone why is God’s 
judgement on the basis of works?  James 2:18 gives us the answer, ‘But someone will say, 
"You have faith and I have works." Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will 
show you my faith by my works.’  Our works reveal our hearts.  If we have forsaken sin and 
come to Christ as Lord to be saved from sin and pursue a life of holiness.  If we have been 
born again by the power of the Spirit and become a new creation in Christ that participates 
in His resurrection power.  This will all be revealed in the life that we live, the thoughts we 
think, the words we speak.  We see a judgement according to works in the parable of the 
sheep and the goats.  We see in v34 that everlasting life is an inheritance and not earned.  
And we see in the surprise of the sheep when they did their good deeds, they were not 
attempting to earn heaven by good works (v37).  So although we do not earn heaven by 
our good works, good works reveal the justifying faith by which we receive the gracious gift 
of Christ’s righteousness that secures our everlasting peace. 
 
We live before a God from whom we cannot hide, who sees every thought and deed, who 
knows every motive of the heart.  We must one day stand before Him and we must know 
now the there will be a reckoning.  Solomon is a reminder to us of a better judge who will 
not need eye witnesses, for He is the witness to every action.  He cannot be bought off and 
will punish every wrong.  This is the hope that we set our hearts on if we are in Christ, but if 
we are not in Christ then this is the biggest reason for us to see why Jesus died and to turn 
to Him in faith today.   
          


