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Just some of our generous class leaders for 2015 

Back: Joe Scoglio, Norma Rantall, Kevin Hurley,  
Vivienne Robertson, Sue Greed. 
Front: Dick Mack, Denise Jepson, Dot Henshall, David Terry 

Back: Peter Batten, Sue Turner, Wilf Savage, David Cooper 
Front: Angela Sye, Peggy Munro, Janet Gilmore, Barbara Bunton,  
Rae Hawkins. 

Back: Tony Morton, Sue Tomkinson, Bronwen Stephens,     
Phil Orgill. 
Front: Ros Coffey, Geoff Walker, John Waldie, Peter Stephens 

Back: Karina de Wolf, Rosalie Young, Hilary Beckett,  
Sally Kaptein. 
Front: Barry King, Trish Christie, John Brennan,  
Barry Thompson 

Back: Lynda Prest, Allen Smith, Eva Haarburger, Judith 
Staudte. 
Front: Vic Say, Michelle Fortuna, Felicity Say, Bev Orgill. 

Course Co-ordinator, Robyn Yeoman 
distributes class lists while leaders enjoy 
a cuppa and a chat. 
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U3A OFFICE DETAILS 

 

The Office is located at the “Octopus”,  
opposite the Castle Motel in Duke Street, 

Castlemaine 
Office Hours are: 
Monday to Thursday 1.30 pm – 3.30 pm 
 
Website: www.u3acastlemaine.com 

Phone: 5472 2249 

Email address: u3acastlemaine@gmail.com  
 

Current 2015 Subscription Fee $50.00  

 

Friday Coffee Morning  
Coffee Mornings are held on the first Friday of the month 

at 10.00 am in the Uniting Church Hall. 

HOWEVER 

The April Coffee Morning will be held on the 

last Friday in March….27th 

Host for the April morning tea to be announced. 

 

Hosts for March Coffee Morning 

"Issues That Concern" and "the Good, Bad and Excellent 
Film” classes. 

 

 Deadline for the APRIL 2015 Newsletter is MONDAY 16TH March 

THIRD THOUGHTS 

is available at  

 Coffee Mornings  

 The Information Centre @ Marketplace 

 The Citizens Information Centre 

 The Neighbourhood House 

 The Manse Classroom 

 The Office (Octopus) 

or viewed on the web.www.u3acastlemaine.com 

Any contributions to the Newsletter should be emailed to 
u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com or left at the office. 

U3A Castlemaine’s Contact Information  
Committee of Management 

President    Dick Mack  0411 244 103 u3acm.pres@gmail.com    
Vice-President   Max Clarke  5475 1220    u3acm.vicepr@gmail.com                            
Secretary     Rob Murdoch 0418 397 400 u3acastlemainesecretary@gmail.com 
Treasurer     Peter Batten  0413 530 621   u3acm.treas@gmail.com  
Course Co-Ordinator  Robyn Yeoman 0412 565 559 u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com  
Immediate Past President  Win Jodell  5472 3792  u3acm.ipp@gmail.com 
Volunteer Co-ordinator   Bev Orgill  5474 3050  u3acm.vol@gmail.com  
Communications Co-ordinator  Colleen Smith 0409 084 620 u3acm.commun@gmail.com  
Office Co-ordinator  Julie Roberts 0419 394 254  u3acm.office@gmail.com 
Events Co-ordinator     Joe Scoglio  5472 2396  u3acm.events@gmail.com 
 
Other Positions     
 
Network Representative  Dick Mack  0411 244 103 u3acm.pres@gmail.com  
Membership    Judy Sime  5472 3756  u3acm.members@gmail.com  
Newsletter Editor   Veronica Hurley 5472 1383  u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com 
Course Administrator  Deidre McDougall 5447 9487  u3acastlemainecoursemanagement@gmail.com 
Assistant Secretary   Vacant 
Assistant Treasurer  Anet McDonald 5470 6497   
Computer Support       David Sime  5472 3756  u3acm.it@gmail.com 
Cake Roster/Raffle   Beryl Leavesley 5472 3182  berylleavesley@hotmail.com 
Celebrations/Tributes  Barbara Bunton 5472 3186  wil2bar@impulse.net.au     
Property    Hans van Gemert 5472 1082  elouera3@bigpond.com   
Trading Table   Audrey Richardson 5472 3867  keithaud@@gcom.net.au 
     Bev Orgill  5474 3050  philandbev@hotmail.com  
     Harvey Jacka 5470 5079  marionandharvey@gmail.com 
Website Manager   Bruce Carruthers 5472 3900  bruce@keepingitsimple.com.au 
Office     P.O. Box 792 5472 2249  u3acastlemaine@gmail.com  
  

Website:  www.u3acastlemaine.com 

 

PLEASE NOTE  
EARLY DEADLINE  

FOR APRIL NEWSLETTER 
MARCH 16 

http://www.u3acastlemaine.com
mailto:u3acastlemaine@gmail.com
http://www.u3acastlemaine.com
mailto:u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com
mailto:u3acm.vicepr@gmail.com
mailto:u3acastlemainesecretary@gmail.com
mailto:u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com
mailto:u3acm.vol@gmail.com
mailto:u3acm.commun@gmail.com
mailto:u3acm.office@gmail.com
mailto:u3acm.events@gmail.com
mailto:u3acm.pres@gmail.com
mailto:u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com
mailto:u3acastlemainecoursemanagement@gmail.com
mailto:u3acm.it@gmail.com
mailto:wil2bar@impulse.net.au
mailto:elouera3@bigpond.com
mailto:keithaud@chewton.vicmail.net
mailto:philandbev@hotmail.com
mailto:bruce@keepingitsimple.com.au
mailto:u3acastlemaine@gmail.com
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“From the Presidential Palace” 

Dick Mack 0411 244 103 
 

Classes have started, we seem to have dodged the bullets of excessive heat, and there’s the 

promise of the State Festival on the horizon.  Why would anyone want to be anywhere other 

than Castlemaine? 

Your Committee has bounded into the New Year with enthusiasm.  We’re exploring ways to further promote 

U3A through radio and the local press, the Events group are planning some exciting activities, we’re looking 

at co-operating with Bendigo U3A, we’re trying to raise the profile of U3A with Council and the local com-

munity and there are some tentative positive indications about improved accommodation in the future. 

Unfortunately we will need to find a new Secretary.  Rob Murdoch, although in the position for only a short 

while, has made an enormous contribution to the smooth operation of the organisation.  Unfortunately he 

finds that he has growing commitments outside U3A which make it impossible for him to continue in the 

role.  He has promised to continue taking the minutes of meetings of the Committee of Management until a 

replacement is found, but the sooner that happens the better.  In the meantime I’m reluctantly taking on the 

other tasks expected of a Secretary.  As you will be aware, the position of Secretary is critical to the existence 

of the organisation, and a replacement is urgently needed.  Please talk to me if you think you might be able to 

help out for the rest of the year. 

I’m sure you all appreciated our Treasurer’s recent suggestion that people might possibly live until they’re 

150.  Just think of the opportunities for U3A – we could each be singing in the choir, going on the car trail, 

attending Tom’s wonderful history classes, sampling wonderful coffee mornings for half our lives! 

See you at Coffee Morning. 

Dick Mack 

RIGHT: At the February Coffee Morning  Martin Paten, 

Director of the Castlemaine State Festival, fired us all with 

enthusiasm about the 2015 program . 

ABOVE: At the December Coffee Morning we had an  

inspiring talk about MASARG which is an independent, 

registered, not-for-profit charitable organisation working 

towards building a respite house in Castlemaine. As a 

result of our Christmas donations our President, Dick 

Mack was able to present the group with a cheque for 

$1000. at out February Coffee Morning 

Prior to the meeting, members purchase tick-

ets in the cake raffle or check out the goods 

for sale on the trading table. Both these activi-

ties play a large part in our fund raising  

FEBRUARY COFFEE MORNING 



4  

We are all aware of the importance of volun-

teers in our community. What we don’t always 

appreciate is the fact that volunteering can    

enrich our lives. We meet new people or we get 

to work with people we do know, plus we 

have a sense of achievement at the end of the 

day. 

 

Here is an opportunity to enrich your life. 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS for 
 

The Office; Julie Roberts 

The Communications Working Group; 

Colleen Smith 

The Governance Working Group;   

Max Clarke 

Volunteers and Volunteering;  

Bev Orgill 

 
(Contact details page 2) 
 

None of the above tasks are burdensome. A 

meeting once a month for the Working Groups 

and One afternoon a month for the Office.  

 

We also need someone  

to clean the Manse Classroom. 

 

Give it a trial. You are not signing up for life. 

Just for fun! 
 

 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED 

 OFFICE MAKEOVER  
Progress Report. 

The carpet has been cleaned! Graeme from 

McMahon Property Services estimated it had been 

maybe 30 years since last cleaned! He did a great 

job and will come back in 6 months to give it an-

other follow up clean - and he gave us a 50% dis-

count! 

 He has also offered a 10% discount to any U3A 

members who want their carpets cleaned.  

 

We have had an offer of help to replace the cur-

tains so that will be our next progress report. 

Sally Kaptein on behalf of the office team. 

A notice from the Treasurer 
 RECEIPTS 

 

If you failed to collect your receipt when you made 

a payment to U3A Castlemaine you can collect it 

from the Octopus during office hours. 

All uncollected receipts will be destroyed at the 

end of December. 

If you have any questions, please contact the 

 treasurer., Peter Batten  0413 530 621 

CASTLEMAINE  
STATE FESTIVAL 2015 

 

If you are interested in volunteering for a large, 

dynamic, varied, artistic community festival, 

we have the place for you! 

 

With roles including:  

designing and making,  

front desk & administrations,  

box office,  

visual arts,  

VIP hosts,  

archiving,  

transport,  

production,  

marketing… and more!  

Shifts range in length, and are available from 

now through to post festival. Volunteer from 

as little as one shift, through to an entire      

project. Contact:  

volunteers@castlemainefestival.com.au or 

phone (03) 5472 3733 if you are interested. 

 

If you would like further information contact 

 

castlemainefestival.com.au 

mailto:volunteers@castlemainefestival.com.au
http://castlemainefestival.com.au/
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John Brennan assists students in the “Digital Photography Basics “class . 
Photo by Trish Balmer, also in the class. 

COURSE CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT 
Robyn Yeoman   Deidre McDougall 

Course Coordinator   Course Administrator 

 

 

Privacy… who cares? 

Legally we do not have to comply with privacy legislation. The Australian Privacy Principles only regulate the 

handling of personal information by Australian government agencies and some private sector organisations.  

U3A Castlemaine does care about the privacy of its members.  Hence our privacy policy states that we comply 

with the Australian Privacy Principles.  There are thirteen privacy principles that set out standards, rights and 

obligations for the handling, holding, accessing and collection of personal information - the best guide we have 

to protecting the information we gather. 

Our members’ personal details are stored on computer systems that are password protected. There are only 

two people who regularly access these computer systems - the Membership Officer and the Course Coordina-

tor.  When the members who take on these roles change, the passwords change as well. 

For privacy reasons the roll cards printed from the new management system do not have contact details, but 

they do show payment information for each person on the roll.  This is a breach of privacy, is often incorrect 

and will be removed from the roll. 

Group emails are another area of concern. Always send group emails as Bcc. This is an old term meaning 

‘blind carbon copy’.  It is quite easy to do - address the email to yourself; in the To: section you will see Cc and 

Bcc. Add the email addresses af ter the Bcc and no-one receiving the email will see the names and addresses of 

everyone on the address list.  Class members may agree to share their contact details, but keep in mind that 

there are often visitors to the class who may not want to share theirs with the group. Sharing of contact details 

is best done on a one-to-one basis. My rule is that if a member asks me for contact details of another member, I 

contact that other member to find out if this is appropriate.  Only with their permission do I release their phone 

numbers, email address or home address. 

We care about personal privacy, do you? 
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A few words about  
Barrie Sheppard  

March 27th 

 
Architecture: from modernist  

to post-modernist to neo-modern 
 

Barrie Sheppard is a retired Senior Lecturer in 

English. Since retirement, he has conducted an 

English literature course for his local U3A and 

written numerous non-fiction books on history 

and social subjects for late-primary and early-

secondary school students. He has also dabbled in 

writing poetry, having self-published two small 

collections.  

 

He is currently a voluntary guide with the          

National Gallery of Victoria. He has had a long-

term interest in Architecture ,focusing on            

Australian buildings, has conducted walking     

architecture tours in his local suburb of Brighton 

and given lectures on architecture to local          

residents’ groups. 

 

The illustrated lecture to be given on 27 March is 

one which he gave to the NGV’s  voluntary guides 

as part of their professional    development pro-

gram. The lecture will include some examples 

from the Bendigo/ Castlemaine area. 

Guest Speakers at  

the March Coffee MorningS 

 
Please Note 

The April Coffee Morning will be held on March 27th  

CAR TRAIL  
 

This years Car Trail/Tour will be on 

Wednesday 29th April. 

Please note that this is the fifth Wednesday so it 

won’t conflict with your other classes. 

Put it in your calendar now. 

In the past these excursions have proved to be both 

enjoyable AND educational and a great way to 

meet members with whom you do not normally 

share a class. 

A few words from 
Maggie Fookes 

March 6th 
 

Writing is not my favourite pastime; I find it difficult 

but I have always been interested in     documentary 

film. Curiously, writing and film making are both 

concerned with observing and recording the things 

that happen around us. I like to observe other peo-

ple’s lives and hear their thoughts and feelings. 

I am fascinated by the change in approach to record-

ing events, even in my lifetime, especially as film 

gave way to digital production. I made one rather 

indulgent feature length video documentary and 

then retreated back into short films. I think the 

film I will show , “Pleasure Domes”, is my best film. 

It is a narrative about the view looking out to Port 

Phillip Bay from my balcony in St Kilda in 1987. It is 

an introspective reflection on the nature of landscape 

and how people have responded to it. The images are 

derived from animated  watercolour drawings, with 

some hand coloured black and white photocopies of 

photographs. For the soundtrack, Chris Knowles 

takes recognisable recorded sounds and makes 

acoustic patterns with them. The voice over is narrat-

ed by actress, Julie Forsythe. 

I have another film in the development stage at the 

moment, which I hope will be even better! One day 

perhaps I will show it in my very own cinema, as I 

have recently joined the Royal Family and become 

the licensee of the Theatre Royal.  

P.S. I invite you to try our new ice cream. Ask anyone 

from John Waldie’s U3A Film Group on Monday 

mornings. 

It’s home made in Castlemaine! 
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ITALIAN III 
 

Our wonderful class leader Dr Vivienne Robertson  

produced and directed three scenes from Shake-

speare's Macbeth for our end of year project. 

 

It was spoken in Italian and so that each member of 

the class would have a role to play, two different 

people played Macbeth and two people performed 

the role of Lady Macbeth, each in different scenes. 
Jacqui Turnbull. 

A CLASS ACT 

The Witches;Lynda Prest, Vivienne Robertson and 

Liz Caffin. 

The Final Bow 

From left Gerry Egan as Angus, John Stanistreet as 

Ross and  Jim Blain as Macbeth. 

ABOVE; Lynda Prest as the 
Queen & Joe Scoglio, the 
King 
 
Right:  John Denton as 
Banquo& Jim Blain as 
Macbeth. 

ABOVE: Joe Scoglio & 
George Broadway, the 
murderer. 
 
RIGHT: Jacqui Turnbull 
as Lady Macbeth. 
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COMMUNITY NOTES 

MetOpera  
@  

TheatreRoyal  
 
 

Lehar's “The Merry Widow” March 14th 

 
Offenbach's “ The Tales of Hoffmann” April 11th 

 
Tchaikovsky’s “Iolanta”  

& 
Bela Bartók’s “Duke Bluebeard’s Castle” May 2nd 

What’s Happening                            
at The Castlemaine Library 

Tech Savvy Seniors Program 

Goldfields Libraries will be offering Tech Savvy Seniors 
training sessions in the first half of 2015 in the City of 
Greater Bendigo and the Shires of Mount Alexander, 
Loddon and Macedon Ranges . 
To register your interest please 
email programs@ncgrl.vic.gov.au or phone (03) 5449 
2791.  
Training DVD's are also available to borrow.  
Visit our website for further information. 
  

~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Family and Local History Online Tools 
 

Each Goldfields Library has a selection of print and 
online resources which can assist with your 
family and local history research. 
New this month is the ....... 
Bendigo Historic Rates Index  
Over 300,000 entries from 1856 - 1903 are now freely 
available to search via the library's website.     
 

  ~~~~~~~~~~  

Zinio - The Worlds Largest Newstand 
  

Full digital copies of 100s of magazine titles can be 
downloaded for free through the Goldfields Library Zinio 
collection.  
 
Visit our E-Library  for the Zinio user guide and FAQ's 
sheet. 
 
Magazines can be viewed online or offline with apps for 
most devices (iOS, Android, PC and Mac). 

PUBLIC RECORDS 
A new exhibition is coming soon  

at Old Treasury Building  

Opening 2 March until August 2015.  

The School Days: Education in Victoria Exhibition 

will feature classroom stories, school photographs, 
old text books, and memorabilia straight from the 
vaults of the state archives. 
 
Through a range of nostalgic displays be reminded 
of the days when milk was delivered to every child 
and being caned was all part of a normal education. 
What were 'ragged schools’ of the 1860s, and how 
did the state approach Aboriginal schooling, migrant 
education and playground design? 

GENEALOGY ON LINE 

 
Family and Local History Expo  

 
The Bendigo branch of AIGS is holding its annual 
Family and Local History Expo in the Kangaroo Flat 
Leisure Centre on Sunday March 15th 10am to 4pm. 
 
It costs $10 to go in the door but once inside there is 
so much that may be of help to you there with  
volunteers from all different areas of your research.  
  
 You can ask questions about Cornish, Scottish, 

Irish, International, and First Fleeters.   

 You can buy old maps, lunch, talk to people 

from local Victorian historical societies or 

New Zealand .   

 Scrapbooking, if that’s how you want to     

present your family tree.   

 Pick up myriad flyers for later reference.    

 So much more and very worthwhile.    

 

An inspirational way to spend a Sunday. 
 
And speaking of volunteers, (where would we be 
without them?) do try to take a trip up to Bendigo 
library on any Wednesday 10am-4pm or Saturday 
morning 10am-1pm for help with your queries on 
the census or your own local history.  They are there 
to help you if they can.   
So happy hunting for your ancestors and your  jour-

ney back in time.  

 Barbara Bunton 

http://www.sharmillfilms.com.au/?p=3744
http://www.sharmillfilms.com.au/?p=3744
mailto:programs@ncgrl.vic.gov.au
http://vic.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e7dd933ceb199323fc84d45fc&id=3aa518640a&e=96d77e4c14
http://vic.us3.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=e7dd933ceb199323fc84d45fc&id=172dfb9378&e=96d77e4c14
http://vic.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=e7dd933ceb199323fc84d45fc&id=6466c229ac&e=96d77e4c14
http://vic.us3.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=e7dd933ceb199323fc84d45fc&id=f45ab9d588&e=96d77e4c14


 9 

CLASS NOTES 

BRIDGE 
Paul O’Hare 5470 5332 

Jenny Craig (front row on rhs) is leaving us due to 

health reasons. She will move into an apartment in 

Melbourne to be closer to her family. 

 Jenny joined U3A and the Bridge group in 2009.  In 

2010 she volunteered on the committee as Publicity 

Officer, a position which she held for a year. Jenny, 

with her background in professional editing assist-

ed in producing the U3A 25 Year History Book with 

Val Anderson as typesetter and publisher. In 2013 

both Jenny and Val had lost their long term Bridge 

partners therefore it was inevitable that Jenny and 

Val became Bridge partners with great success. 

Jenny has a wonderful personality – very friendly, 

compassionate, caring and easy to get along with 

and will be sadly missed, although she has prom-

ised to make return visits frequently. The Bridge 

Group members all wished Jenny good health and 

happiness in her new venture toasting her with a 

variety of liquid refreshments and a ‘slap-up’ after-

noon tea. 

ERIC BOOTH TURNS 95! 

U3A Bridge celebrated the 95th birthday of their 

respected and admired member, Eric Booth, at the 

beginning of this month.  Eric learned to play  

bridge in England in 1942 while in the Army.  He 

spent 1946-1947 in Palestine and played bridge 

there. He says there were some good players  

there.  Eric arrived in Australia in 2003 to be with 

his son.  He moved to Castlemaine in 2007 and 

joined the Solo group in U3A.  He soon discovered  

there was a Bridge Group also and joined 

that.  The weekly results show that he is still one of 

our best players. 

 
Anne van Gemert 
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CLASS NOTES 

ABORIGINAL HISTORY -  

OUR SHARED HISTORY 
Felicity Say 5472 1841 
 
3RD MARCH 

Author of best seller "The Fatal Shore", Robert Hughes, 

after a long period living and working in the U.S.A., 

sought to explore beyond Australia's brutal begin-

nings.  He'd long cherished the idea of a series of films 

aiming to reveal the changes undergone in his thirty 

years' absence. 

 

Aboriginal folklore marks time in eras before and after 

the coming of Europeans.  The era afterwards is known 

as "After Trousers" and this is the name chosen for the 

episode of Hughes's subsequent series which reveals ex-

traordinary footage of the last Aboriginal folk to come 

out of the desert. 
 

17th. MARCH 

David Yirawala, born in 1894, was a much 

admired painter from Western Arnhem 

Land.  He became a great ritual leader, with 

knowledge over all the secular and sacred 

ceremonial content of Kunwinjku iconography.  Picasso 

was one of his many admirers and said, "When one ob-

serves his dynamic use of positive and negative space 

one understands why this is so". 

 

His Croker Island barks of the 1940s and 50s often con-

cerned sorcery and love magic and contained images of 

Mimi spirits.  Later paintings, by contrast, featured im-

portant aspects of traditional Kunwinjku ceremo-

nies.  The surfaces of his barks became elaborate and in-

filled with intricate cross-hatching within x-ray style fig-

urative forms.  Many of the crosshatched designs (rarrk) 

were derived from clan markings formerly restricted to 

painted bodies during ceremony.  Yirawala pioneered 

these developments in Western Arnhem Land art, there-

by shaping the direction Kunwinjku bark painting would 

follow stylistically thereafter. 

OVER 80s Luncheon Group             

Eileen Park  5472 5213   
 
Our Lunch for March will be on March 11th at 

12.30pm at the Doveton Cafe , corner of 

Doveton and Hargreaves Streets, Castlemaine. 

Please confirm your attendance with Betty 

Henchman on 5472 2139 or Eileen Park on 5472 

5213 

Note! If it promises to be very hot we can make 

it 'Brunch' and start earlier, but I will contact 

members if this should be necessary. 
 

 

THIRD FRIDAY   

Garden GROUP  
Bronwen Stephens  5472 3904 
pb.stephens@bigpond.com.au 

We had a large group attended our first meeting at 

the Dove on the 20th of February where we   decid-

ed to visit Frogmore Garden near Blackwood for 

our March trip. Frogmore is just over an hours 

drive from Castlemaine. 

 

This garden was featured on Gardening Australia 

some years ago. They have a  ‘Prairie' garden      

featuring grasses and a Hot Border garden.  The 

garden is private and only open to big groups    

during March and April. It is crucial that we        

confirm the number of people who wish to go as 

soon as possible so I can let Frogmore know as 

numbers of visitors are limited .Some of us 

are  stopping at 'The Plough' for lunch  in          

Trentham, on the way home . Let me know so I can 

reserve some tables if you want to join us! 

 

We meet at the Uniting Church car park at 9.30 

and leave at 9.45am Friday the 20th of March 

Other U3A members are welcome to attend but I’ll 

need the numbers attending before the end of this 

month. 

Central Victorian Apple Users 
 

Meets on the 4th Thursday of each month at the  
Salvation Army Hall, Kennedy Street 

Castlemaine at 7pm  
 

Thursday 26th March 
“iBooks, Reading or Purchasing Online” 

 
Thursday 23rd April 

Social Media-Facebook, Twitter& Instagram 
 

Plus very popular Q&A sessions at all meetings . 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Instagram is an online mobile photo-sharing,  video

-sharing and social network service that enables its 

users to take pictures and videos, and to share them 

on a variety of social networking platforms, such as 

Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr and Flickr. 

mailto:pb.stephens@bigpond.com.au


 11 

SINGING TOGETHER                                                               
Angela Sye 0434 201 701 
 

We opened our first session on 3rd February and wel-

comed two new members and a further new member 

on 10th February.  Once the very hot weather is over 

and we have a good number of songs learned, we 

plan to book some performances in various venues in 

the local communities. 

Rae and I continue to work together as a team.  I do 

the teaching and running of the classes and Rae gives 

me very good guidance on selecting music and the 

running of U3A generally, which I appreciate very 

much. 

We have vacancies for anyone who wishes to join us 

and have fun singing together 

 

MUSIC APPRECIATION  
Bruce Baud 5472 4574 

The morning's music was all about Themes and Vari-

ations.  We began with a set of  'Six Variations' by 

Mozart,  followed by  'Eight Variations on a Dutch 

song'  by C.E.Graf. Then came the well known 

Brahms 'Variations on a Theme' by Haydn who had 

already borrowed this theme from elsewhere.  It is 

still a fine piece of music. Our next Work was the 

Beethoven's 'Triple Concerto for  piano, violin, cello 

and orchestra  Opus 56 composed in 1804. After that 

fine work we ended the morning with the well 

known Rachmaninov'Rhapsody  on a Theme' of    

Paganini.   

Thanks Bruce for a great morning of music.. 
 
 

AUSTRALIAN HISTORY   
Geoff  Walker    5470  6652 
 

Our first gathering in February was an attempt to get 

to know one another. At the second meeting we had 

a good look at what Australia was like between 1901 

and 1920. Some interesting comparisons with what it 

is like now, a century later. 

During March we shall look in more detail at the   

development of interstate and international relation-

ships and consider something of the character and 

achievements of our leaders a hundred years ago.  

We shall meet at the home of Geoff and Beth at 

2.00pm on Monday 9th and 23rd. 

CLASS NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Exploring Popular Music  

By Themes Peter Stephens 54723904 or 

pb.stephens@bigpond.com.au 

 

Unfortunately the title I chose for this class isn’t 

very informative so here is the gist of an e-mail 

that I sent to interested members a few weeks 

back 

 

The first class will: 

1. discuss music you would like to hear and/or 

present and how you intend to play it 

2. listen to and discuss a musical theme that I 

have chosen.   

 

The types of themes you can chose is infinite: eve-

rything from a particular artist (eg Dusty Spring-

field or Frank Sinatra), a particular genre (eg reg-

gae or swing), particular instrument (eg saxo-

phone or piano), moments in time (eg protest 

songs in the 60s or doo wop from the late 40s and 

50s), particular song labels, comedy songs or 

simply your favourite songs.   When presenting a 

theme it would be helpful to put it in context.  For 

example tell us a little about the artists and the 

songs and if relevant the social context - the social 

context is particularly important to some musical 

forms such as protest songs, soul or blues music 

AND there is no expectation that you will present 

a theme.  My main aim is to help you learn about 

and enjoy some popular music or artists that you 

may not have heard before or that you haven’t 

listened to for a long while. 

 

If anyone would like more info please contact me 

as shown above. 

 

Note the course starts at 10.30 (not 11.15 as 

advertised in the prospectus) on Thursday 

23 April in the manse room. 

 

 

SOLO GROUP                                                                                                                   
Eva Haarburger 5472 3391 
 
Our group will meet at the home of Peggy Munro on March 
21st at 12.30 pm. 
Peggy’s phone number is 5472 2086 

mailto:pb.stephens@bigpond.com.au


12  March 2015     U3A Castlemaine 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

2 
9.30am French II 
9.30am Tai Chi 
10.30am Art Workshop 
10.30am Movies of Mer-
it 
10.45am French III 
12.15pm Italian II 
1.30pm Aspects of Gar-
den Design 
2pm French Language & 
Literature 
3.45pm Coursera  

3 

10am Aboriginal History 
10.30am Intuitive Devel-
opment 
12.30pm Digital Photog-
raphy Basics 
1.30pm Bridge 
1.30pm Book Discussion 
Group 
2pm Mah Jong for be-
ginners 
2.45pm Adagio to Viva-
ce 
3.30pm Choral 

4 

9am Bush Rambling 
9.30am Table Tennis 
9.30am German II 
9.30am Music Apprec            
10am Circle Dancing          
11am German lII  
1.30pm Bridge Intro          
2.15pm French for Trav-
ellers              

3.30pm Other Tudors 
6pm Golf Croquet 

5 
9.30am Italian III 
10am Mindfulness  
           Meditation 
1.30 Photography &  
        Digital Imaging 
1.30 Mah-Jong Players 
2pm Tatting 
4.30pm Solo Whist  

6 

10am Coffee Morning 
1.30pm Requiem    3pm 
Genealogy Online 
7pm Opera – an  
        occasional evening 
        series  

9 

9.30am French II 
9.30am Tai Chi 
10am Let’s Read a Play 
10.30am Art Workshop 
10.30am Movies of  
  Merit 
10.45am French III 
11.30am Latin I 
12.15pm Italian II 
1.30pm Latin II 
1.30pm Aspects of Gar-
den Design 
2pm Australian History 

10 

10am How to think like 
a Mathematician  
10.30am Intuitive Devel-
opment 
1.30pm Bridge 

2pm Mah Jong for be-
ginners 

2.45pm Adagio to Viva-
ce 

3.30pm Choral  

11 
8.30am Bush Walking 
9am Bush Rambling 
9.30am German lI 
9.30amTable Tennis  
10am Circle Dancing 
10am History Australian 
Design 
11am German III 
12.30pm Over Eighties  
 Luncheon 
1.30pm Bridge Intro 
2pm Understanding 
Opera 
2.15 French for Travel-
lers 
3.30pm Other Tudors 
6pm Golf Croquet 

12 
9.30am Italian III 
10am Mindfulness  
          Meditation 
10.30am Latin III 
11.30am Latin IV 

1.30 Photography & 

        Digital Imaging 

1.30 Mah-Jong Players 

 

2pm Tatting  

13 
10am English Literature 
10am Tai Chi seated 
12.45pm Issues that  
             Concern 
3pm Genealogy Online 

16 

9.30am French II 
9.30am Tai Chi 
10.30am Art Workshop 
10.30am Movies of  
               Merit 
10.45am French III 
12.15pm Italian II 
1.30pm Latin l 
1.30pm Aspects of Gar-
den Design 
2pm French Language & 
Literature  

17 

10am Aboriginal History 
10.30am Intuitive 
              Development 
1.30pm Bridge  
2pm Mah Jong for Be-
ginners       
2.45pm Travel Easy 
3.30pm Choral 

18 

9.30am German II 
9.30am Table Tennis 
10am Circle Dancing 
11am German III  
1.30pm Ballet Apprecia-
tion    
1.30pm Introduction to 
Bridge 
2.15 French for Travel-
lers 
3.30pm Other Tudors 
6pm Golf Croquet 

19 

9.30am Italian lll 
10am Mindfulness  
          Meditation 

1.30 Photography &  

        Digital Imaging 
1.30 Mah-Jong Players 
 
2pm Tatting 
4.30pm Solo Whist 

20 
9.30am The Good,Bad,  
Excellent….Films 
10am Friday Morning 
Garden Group 
10am Tai Chi seated 
1.3opm Requiem 
1.30pm Issues that 
             Concern 
3pm Genealogy Online 
 
Saturday 21st 

Solo Group      

23 

*9.30am French II 
*9.30am Tai Chi 
 10am Let’s Read a Play 
*10.30am Art Workshop 
*10.30am Movies Merit 
*10.45am French III 
 11.30am Latin I 
*12.15pm Italian II 
 1.30pm Latin II 
 1.30pm Aspects of   
Garden Design 
 2pm Australian History 
*indicates class on 30th  

24 

10am How to think like    
a Mathematician  
*10.30am Intuitive  
               Development 
*1.30pm Bridge 
*2pm Mah Jong for  
Beginners 
*2.45pm Travel Easy 
 *3.30pm Choral  
 

* indicates class on 31st  

25 

8.30am Bush Walking  
9am Bush Rambling 
9.30am German II 
9.30am Table Tennis 
10am History Australian 
Design 
10am Circle Dancing 
11am German III 
1.30pm Bridge Intro 
2.15pm French for Trav-
ellers 
3.30pm Other Tudors 
6pm Golf Croquet 

26 
9.30am Italian lll 
10am Mindfulness 
          Meditation 
10.30am Latin III 
1.30am Latin IV 
1.30 Photography &  

        Digital Imaging 
1.30 Mah-Jong Players 

 
2pm Tatting  

27 
9.30am Good, Bad,  
          Excellent … Films 
10am Tai Chi seated 
12.45pm Issues that  
             Concern 


