
Sunday is the Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. In Luke's Gospel we hear of Jesus “resolutely determined to journey to Jerusalem” 
but not being welcomed by all. When Jesus invites: “Follow me” he is put off with excuses. “No one who sets a hand to the plow and 
looks to what was left behind is fit for the kingdom of God.”

Tuesday is the Memorial of Saint Irenaeus, Bishop and Martyr. Wednesday is the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles, with its 
own special readings.

The first readings this week are from the Book of the Prophet Amos. Amos was a shepherd who was called to deliver God's word to the 
northern kingdom, Israel.

Matthew's Gospel takes us through several stories about Jesus' ministry. We begin as Jesus demonstrates that following him requires a 
radical change in life: “Follow me, and let the dead bury their dead.” Jesus calms the storm at sea. Then he drives demons out of two 
men living among the tombs. When a paralyzed man is brought to him, Jesus has compassion on the man and forgives his sins, which 
causes a controversy. Jesus then heals the man's paralysis. He calls Matthew to leave his customs post and follow him, and the many 
tax collectors and sinners who come to have dinner with Jesus cause a controversy with the religious leaders. “Those who are well do 
not need a physician, but the sick do. Go and learn the meaning of the words, 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' I did not come to call the 
righteous but sinners.” When Jesus' disciples are criticized for not fasting, Jesus talks about the difficulty of combining the old and the 
new. He is calling for something radically new. Not a patch, but new wine in new wineskins.

Sunday is the Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. We continue in Luke's Gospel with Jesus sending out the seventy-two “like lambs 
among wolves.” Typical of Jesus' teachings, the sending reveals both the grace of being sent and a lesson of what to be thankful for. We 
are called not to be proud in our status as Christians, but joyous in our knowledge that we have a place in God's Kingdom.

Daily Prayer This Week

One of the blessings of reading passages that describe Jesus' ministry is that they can help us become more and more attracted to him. 
We can become fascinated by his pastoral care for those on the margins of society or his courage in the face of opposition. The more we 
watch Jesus, the easier it is for us to fall in love with him. Being drawn to Jesus with growing affection will ultimately lead us to want 
to be with him and like him.

So each morning this week we can begin our day with a very brief prayer. “Lord, let me see you, love you and desire to follow you more 
closely today.” We might say, “Drive away the demons that tempt my spirit today” on one day and repeat that prayer at various times, 
especially when we are tempted to look good, or to escape into over-indulgence with food or drink or fantasies, or when we are tempted 
to let anger get the better of us. On another day, we might pray, “Dear Lord, I get paralyzed sometimes - just stuck and unable to move. 
Free me today, by reminding me of your love and mercy.” Still another day, we might ask, “Let me respond to your call with the freedom 
Matthew had.” We might turn to the Lord some day and simply say, “Lord, I know you desire mercy and not sacrifice, please free me 
from the judgments I will be tempted to make today.” Finally, I might pray, “Lord, pour your new wine into me. Let me be a new 
wineskin to receive it. Give me the freedom today to let your word transform how I act and how I choose today.”

The key to finding intimacy with our God in the midst of our busy lives is to let God's Word interact with the real events and people who 
are there. No matter what our responsibilities are today, no matter how unrelated they seem to be to faith or devotion, and no matter how 
busy we might be, we can all let God's Word into the background, in brief moments of connection, conversation and intimacy. All it 
takes is desire and focus.

As we practice using the background moments of our days, we will grow in experiencing that this intimacy is possible. And, when we 
sense it and enjoy it, and see what a difference it makes, let's not forget to give thanks each evening for the gifts we have received.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
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Two great Apostles of the Gospel and two pillars of the Church: Peter and Paul.  Today we celebrate their memory. Let us take a closer 
look at these two witnesses of faith. At the heart of their story is not their own gifts and abilities; at the centre is the encounter with Christ 
that changed their lives. They experienced a love that healed them and set them free. They then became apostles and ministers of 
freedom for others.

Peter and Paul were free because they were set free. Let us reflect on this central point.

Peter, the fisherman from Galilee, was set free above all from his sense of inadequacy and his bitter experience of failure, thanks to the 
unconditional love of Jesus. Although a skilled fisher, many times, in the heart of the night, he tasted the bitterness of frustration at 
having caught nothing (cf. Lk 5:5; Jn 21:5) and, seeing his empty nets, was tempted to pull up his oars. Though strong and impetuous, 
Peter often yielded to fear (cf. Mt 14:30). Albeit a fervent disciple of the Lord, he continued to think by worldly standards, and thus 
failed to understand and accept the meaning of Christ’s cross (cf. Mt 16:22). Even after saying that he was ready to give his life for Jesus, 
the mere suspicion that he was one of Christ’s disciples led him in fright to deny the Master (cf. Mk 14:66-72).

Jesus nonetheless loved Peter and was willing to take a risk on him. He encouraged Peter not to give up, to lower his nets once more, to 
walk on water, to find the strength to accept his own frailty, to follow him on the way of the cross, to give his life for his brothers and 
sisters, to shepherd his flock. In this way, Jesus set Peter free from fear, from calculations based solely on worldly concerns. He gave 
him the courage to risk everything and the joy of becoming a fisher of men. It was Peter whom Jesus called to strengthen his brothers 
in faith (cf. Lk 22:32). He gave him – as we heard in the Gospel – the keys to open the doors leading to an encounter with the Lord and 
the power to bind and loose: to bind his brothers and sisters to Christ and to loosen the knots and chains in their lives (cf. Mt 16:19).

All that was possible only because – as we heard in the first reading – Peter himself had been set free. The chains that held him prisoner 
were shattered and, as on the night when the Israelites were set free from bondage in Egypt, he was told to arise in haste, fasten his belt 
and put on his sandals in order to go forth. The Lord then opened the doors before him (cf. Acts 12:7-10). Here we see a new history of 
opening, liberation, broken chains, exodus from the house of bondage. Peter had a Passover experience: the Lord set him free.

The Apostle Paul also experienced the freedom brought by Christ. He was set free from the most oppressive form of slavery, which is 
slavery to self. From Saul, the name of the first king of Israel, he became Paul, which means “small”. He was also set free from the 
religious fervour that had made him a zealous defender of his ancestral traditions (cf. Gal 1:14) and a cruel persecutor of Christians. Set 
free. Formal religious observance and the intransigent defence of tradition, rather than making him open to the love of God and of his 
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brothers and sisters, had hardened him: he was a fundamentalist. God set him free from this, yet he did not spare him the frailties and 
hardships that rendered his mission of evangelization more fruitful: the strain of the apostolate, physical infirmity (cf. Gal 4:13-14); 
violence and persecution, shipwreck, hunger and thirst, and, as he himself tells us, a painful thorn in the flesh (cf. 2 Cor 12:7-10).

Paul thus came to realise that “God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong” (1 Cor 1:27), that we can do all things through 
him who strengthens us (cf. Phil 4:13), and that nothing can ever separate us from his love (cf. Rom 8:35-39). For this reason, at the end 
of his life – as we heard in the second reading – Paul was able to say: “the Lord stood by me” and “he will rescue me from every evil 
attack” (2 Tim 4:17). Paul had a Passover experience: the Lord set him free.

Dear brothers and sisters, the Church looks to these two giants of faith and sees two Apostles who set free the power of the Gospel in 
our world, only because first they themselves had been set free by their encounter with Christ. Jesus did not judge them or humiliate 
them. Instead, he shared their life with affection and closeness. He supported them by his prayer, and even at times reproached them to 
make them change. To Peter, Jesus gently says: “I have prayed for you that your own faith may not fail” (Lk 22:32). And to Paul: “Saul, 
Saul, why do you persecute me?” (Acts 9:4). He does the same with us: he assures us of his closeness by praying and interceding for us 
before the Father, and gently reproaching us whenever we go astray, so that we can find the strength to arise and resume the journey.

We too have been touched by the Lord; we too have been set free. Yet we need to be set free time and time again, for only a free Church 
is a credible Church. Like Peter, we are called to be set free from a sense of failure before our occasionally disastrous fishing. To be set 
free from the fear that paralyzes us, makes us seek refuge in our own securities, and robs us of the courage of prophecy. Like Paul, we 
are called to be set free from hypocritical outward show, free from the temptation to present ourselves with worldly power rather than 
with the weakness that makes space for God, free from a religiosity that makes us rigid and inflexible; free from dubious associations 
with power and from the fear of being misunderstood and attacked.

Peter and Paul bequeath to us the image of a Church entrusted to our hands, yet guided by the Lord with fidelity and tender love, for it 
is he who guides the Church. A Church that is weak, yet finds strength in the presence of God. The image of a Church set free and 
capable of offering the world the freedom that the world by itself cannot give: freedom from sin and death, from resignation, and from 
the sense of injustice and the loss of hope that dehumanizes the lives of the women and men of our time.

Let us ask, today in this celebration but afterwards as well: to what extent do our cities, our societies and our world need freedom? How 
many chains must be shattered and how many doors long shut must be opened! We can help bring this freedom, but only if we first let 
ourselves be set free by the newness of Jesus, and walk in the freedom of the Holy Spirit.

Today our brother Archbishops receive the pallium. This sign of unity with Peter recalls the mission of the shepherd who gives his life 
for the flock. It is in giving his life that the shepherd, himself set free, becomes a means of bringing freedom to his brothers and sisters. 
Today, too, we are joined by a Delegation from the Ecumenical Patriarchate, sent for this occasion by our dear brother Bartholomew. 
Your welcome presence is a precious sign of unity on our journey of freedom from the distances that scandalously separate believers in 
Christ. Thank you for your presence.

We pray for you, for all Pastors, for the Church and for all of us: that, set free by Christ, we may be apostles of freedom 
throughout the world.

Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2021/documents/papa-francesco_20210629_omelia-pallio.html

Matthew 16:13-19

And so I say to you, you are Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build my 
church,* and the gates of the 
netherworld shall not prevail 
against it.
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hardships that rendered his mission of evangelization more fruitful: the strain of the apostolate, physical infirmity (cf. Gal 4:13-14); 
violence and persecution, shipwreck, hunger and thirst, and, as he himself tells us, a painful thorn in the flesh (cf. 2 Cor 12:7-10).

Paul thus came to realise that “God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong” (1 Cor 1:27), that we can do all things through 
him who strengthens us (cf. Phil 4:13), and that nothing can ever separate us from his love (cf. Rom 8:35-39). For this reason, at the end 
of his life – as we heard in the second reading – Paul was able to say: “the Lord stood by me” and “he will rescue me from every evil 
attack” (2 Tim 4:17). Paul had a Passover experience: the Lord set him free.

Dear brothers and sisters, the Church looks to these two giants of faith and sees two Apostles who set free the power of the Gospel in 
our world, only because first they themselves had been set free by their encounter with Christ. Jesus did not judge them or humiliate 
them. Instead, he shared their life with affection and closeness. He supported them by his prayer, and even at times reproached them to 
make them change. To Peter, Jesus gently says: “I have prayed for you that your own faith may not fail” (Lk 22:32). And to Paul: “Saul, 
Saul, why do you persecute me?” (Acts 9:4). He does the same with us: he assures us of his closeness by praying and interceding for us 
before the Father, and gently reproaching us whenever we go astray, so that we can find the strength to arise and resume the journey.

We too have been touched by the Lord; we too have been set free. Yet we need to be set free time and time again, for only a free Church 
is a credible Church. Like Peter, we are called to be set free from a sense of failure before our occasionally disastrous fishing. To be set 
free from the fear that paralyzes us, makes us seek refuge in our own securities, and robs us of the courage of prophecy. Like Paul, we 
are called to be set free from hypocritical outward show, free from the temptation to present ourselves with worldly power rather than 
with the weakness that makes space for God, free from a religiosity that makes us rigid and inflexible; free from dubious associations 
with power and from the fear of being misunderstood and attacked.

Peter and Paul bequeath to us the image of a Church entrusted to our hands, yet guided by the Lord with fidelity and tender love, for it 
is he who guides the Church. A Church that is weak, yet finds strength in the presence of God. The image of a Church set free and 
capable of offering the world the freedom that the world by itself cannot give: freedom from sin and death, from resignation, and from 
the sense of injustice and the loss of hope that dehumanizes the lives of the women and men of our time.

Let us ask, today in this celebration but afterwards as well: to what extent do our cities, our societies and our world need freedom? How 
many chains must be shattered and how many doors long shut must be opened! We can help bring this freedom, but only if we first let 
ourselves be set free by the newness of Jesus, and walk in the freedom of the Holy Spirit.

Today our brother Archbishops receive the pallium. This sign of unity with Peter recalls the mission of the shepherd who gives his life 
for the flock. It is in giving his life that the shepherd, himself set free, becomes a means of bringing freedom to his brothers and sisters. 
Today, too, we are joined by a Delegation from the Ecumenical Patriarchate, sent for this occasion by our dear brother Bartholomew. 
Your welcome presence is a precious sign of unity on our journey of freedom from the distances that scandalously separate believers in 
Christ. Thank you for your presence.

We pray for you, for all Pastors, for the Church and for all of us: that, set free by Christ, we may be apostles of freedom 
throughout the world.

Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2021/documents/papa-francesco_20210629_omelia-pallio.html



Join the SPP Church Florists Team

If praising and serving God with nice flower 

arrangements is what you like to do, come 

join the SPP Church Florists Team. For 

more information or to sign up, please 

contact the Parish Office.

堂区花卉小组
如果你喜欢插花，用花卉赞美天主，欢迎你加
入本堂的花卉小组。欲了解更多信息或报名，
请联系堂区办公室。

Cenacle Sisters’ offering of  
THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock and it will be opened to you. For everyone who 
asks receives, and he who seeks finds and to him who knocks it will be opened.” Matthew 7:7,8

For those asking for THE PEARL and seeking THE PEARL, come! Come and discover the pearls in your life 
stacked against THE PEARL.

Join us on a five-day discovery, reflecting, encountering and entering into the heart of GOD who loves you and 
calls you to THE PEARL.

We specially invite those who would like to experience an individually directed silent retreat for the first time.
Venue:  LifeSprings-  Canossian Spirituality Centre 
100 Jalan Merbok, Singapore 598454, Tel: 64662178,
Date: Friday 22 July (6.30pm) – Thursday 28 July  (12noon), 2022
Contribution : $1,100/-
Further enquiries : cenaclesingapore@gmail.com
Website:  cenaclemission.com



“COME.”
REV 22:17

  
STS. PETER & PAUL

PARISH DINNER 2022

 
Saturday, 15 October 2022 at 7.00pm

QIAN XI (Paya Lebar) Restaurant
845, Geylang Road
#04-09 Tanjong Katong Complex
Singapore400845

 
 

Table for 10 at $800
Please contact 

for ticket sales
�resa Tang at 96930178

Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
In preparation for the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, the Parish is organising a 
Triduum from 13 to 15 July 2022. Starting at 6pm for all 3 days, there will be confession, 
adoration and benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, talk and Mass every day by the 
Carmelite Friars. The theme for the Triduum covers Mary as a model of prayer, her 
relationship with the Brown Scapular and as a Mother of Mercy. 

On 16 of July, the Feast Day, there will be a Procession after the 5.30pm Mass.
All are welcome to join us in honouring Our Lady. Please refer to the event poster or our 
social media channels for more information.



GIFT Contributions. This being the 3rd weekend of the month, there will be a call for contribu-
tions for the GIFT (Giving in Faith & Thankfulness) programme to build a more vibrant, evange-
lising and missionary Church. Support the organisations and projects of the archdiocese by 
making a monthly giving pledge. Or, give via PayNow (UEN: 201231391K). GIRO forms, 
cheques or cash can be sealed into GIFT envelopes and dropped into the [parish to specify 
whether it is “collection bags” or “collection boxes” as is the practice for first collection during 
this Covid period]. More info at catholicfoundation.sg

The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
5.30pm 

tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion

You can send in your petitions and
thanksgiving letters to the link below

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with
Saint Peter and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. 
All these at only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

*Lights not included. It is for photography purpose only.

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 100 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.







To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Confessions will be heard half an hour 
before weekday evening and weekend Masses starting from 18 April 2022 onwards. Do 
note, however, that the Sacrament will not be available on Thursday evenings in view 
of the Infant Jesus devotion, and before the Sunday 8.30am Mandarin Mass. 

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Monday to Saturday)
  preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am
  6.00pm (Monday to Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 5.30pm followed by Mass
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)
SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed
COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday: 7.00am – 7.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 7.00am – 5.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays
CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 8.00am – 9.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 8.00am – 6.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


