
Who is the greatest? 

Mt 11:7-15 

 
Objective: To assess, through the testimony of Jesus Christ, John the Baptist and the eternal greatness of our 
salvation, being thankful to the Father for granting us ears to hear, being sanctified in His Word. 
 

1. V.7. At what point does Jesus begin to speak to people about John the Baptist?  
              ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. To whom does Jesus refer to be "a reed shaken by the wind"?  
              ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
John was not a weak man in any circumstances, but is firm and direct in his call to repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins and judgment of God. Luke 3:2-9. His message was not diluted or inclusive, but direct and confrontational. 
 

3. v. 8. What was it that the people were not going to find in the desert? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why? ____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Read 1 Sam. 16:7 and respond, what did the man look at, and what did God's look at?  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Integrity, courage, humility and simplicity of John were the attributes that Jesus wants to emphasize. God is very 
different from the world in measuring what is great. Jesus sees not as man sees, but looks at the heart greatness. 
 

6. v. 9 what did Jesus says in this verse about John the Baptist? ________________________________ 
 
 Here, in contrast to previous questions, Jesus had a negative response implied. He then includes an affirmative 
response on the top of John the Baptist’s prophetic role. 
 

7. v. 10 Why was John the Baptist a prophet? ______________________________________________ 
8. v. 11. According to Jesus Christ who is the greatest man born in history? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9. But who is greater than he? _____________________________________________________________ 

 
With the phrase “Truly, I say…" Jesus focuses people on human greatness John possessed, comparing it to the 
supreme greatness of those who are born of God, the eternal greatness of salvation. Even the smallest of which who 
has been saved is greater in the eyes of the Lord, than the greatest humans subject to the nature of sin. 
 

10. v12. What has the kingdom heaven been suffering, since days of John the Baptist? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________  

11. Who are those who raid the kingdom? __________________________________________________  
12. v. 13 What was the significance of John’s prophecy? _____________________________________  

 
The task of John the Baptist, and the prophets, was to announce the Messiah and the law that showed us the need of 
Him. Christ had come and the enforcement of the law had been established. 
 

13. v. 14. Read Mt 17:10-13. What else did Jesus say about John the Baptist? _________________________  
14. v. 15. What is Jesus ask of us in this verse? ___________________________________________  

 
This is the call of Jesus to his followers; those who have received the blessing of having spiritual ears and can receive 
instructions and teachings of His Word and put them to work. Read Matthew 13:16-17. 


