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DEVOTE
F E L L O W S H I P



DEVOTE   :   ACTS 2:42

FELLOWSHIP

“God places the lonely in families; he sets the prisoners free and gives them joy.” 
- Psalm 68:6 NLT

The intention of this booklet is to help guide Life Group leaders in leading their 
groups through a series based on Acts 2:42, where we see the Christian life as one of 
devotion to the Apostles’ Teaching (the Word of God), Fellowship, Communion and 
Prayer. 

This section is on Fellowship. We want to examine how we live our church life out and 
apply what we see in scripture to our lives – especially in light of our relationships. 
The desire is not to make ‘coming to church’ a burden but to free us up in seeing that 
God has created a family and chosen a people for himself where we live out and work 
out our salvation. That salvation includes taking the Gospel to our city, our region, our 
nation and the nations of the world. And it also includes the one thing that Jesus said 
makes us distinct as his people – that we “love one another” (John 13:34). 

At Cornerstone Church we value fellowship immensely. We’ve always looked to 
practice “friendship before function” and make sure that we keep relationships 
paramount. We don’t always get it one hundred percent right but it’s a value we 
believe in. We don’t want to become a place where people ‘come to church’ but a 
community where we are the church and where we’re all being the church to the 
world. 

We believe that the church is about partnering together in God and this means that 
we do things together with the Kingdom as our focus. Devoting ourselves to the 
fellowship entails all these things and hopefully by the end of this term we would 
have heard God’s heart on this matter and responded to his loving call.

Please note that this section is somewhat larger than the last section. Use your 
discretion for each part and adapt it as you need. Perhaps you want to take some of 



these sections and stretch them over more than one week. If you have a big group, 
you might want to think of breaking them up into smaller groups to discuss particular 
sections. Or, you might want to go through a section in one week and then use the 
following week for questions. It’s up to you.

Please be open to questions and talk to the elders if there’s anything you’re not 
entirely sure how to answer.
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Part One
Devoted to the Fellowship?

What defines the Church? 

The church isn’t an organisation or a building but a group of people. So, we are the 
church. When we say we’re going to church we mean we’re going to be with a local 
community of God’s people – the “fellowship” – not that we’re going to a building, a 
preaching / motivational centre, or a place where events take place. 

Two words can define the local church (the fellowship): Integrated and Functioning. 
When we talk of being ‘devoted’ to the fellowship, we mean that we are intentionally 
integrating ourselves into the life of our local church, that we’re being intentional 
about our relationships, and functioning in that fellowship in the following ways:

•	 Being a friend to others. We love people first. We practice “friendship before 
function” - meaning we value each other as God’s people first before we talk 
about what each of us ‘do’ in the church.

•	 Using our gifts to equip and disciple others and bring them to maturity (this 
includes evangelism).

•	 Supporting the church with our time, gifting, calling and finances in being a part 
of what we do.

•	 Worshipping God together in the unity of the Spirit.
•	 The only way we can function in the gifts and calling God has for us is to be part of 

the church before we function. This would imply interdependency, dependability 
and accountability. 

•	 Working with the leaders, where we can be held accountable, grow spiritually 
and be faithful in our commitment to the Lord. 

‘Devotion’ to a local body of believers is different to ‘going to church’. A local church is 
a group of people (a family) who worship and do things together for the same purpose 
and grand call: The Gospel of Jesus Christ.

A family is not truly being a family if it’s not doing things together. If we’re going to be 
a contributing member to a church then we need to integrate – we need to actually 
belong to that church. 



Functioning means we’re involved. It means we’re participating, not spectating. If we 
don’t have a true understanding of fellowship, if we see church as an organisation, 
enterprise or religious institution, then we end up being spectators. 

Integrated 

A local church is about being connected through accountable relationships. 
We’re all connected to the Head (Jesus) and then we’re connected to each other. 
(Ephesians 1:22; 5:23; Colossians 1:18; 12 Corinthians 12; Romans 12.) This takes place 
at a local church and through its different aspects – Life Groups being one of those. 
Others are corporate prayer, equipping through bible study, ministering together in 
various contexts, and so on. Through these aspects we are able to hold meaningful 
relationships that grow us in our salvation in Christ. 

Think of the cross. It has a vertical and horizontal aspect. Horizontal is you and others, 
vertically is you and God. Sometimes we focus on the vertical and think it’s just about 
God and ourselves; or we leave God out the equation and we think it’s all about 
relationships. Yet both are important.

The enemy’s strategy is to separate and remove, and then kill, steal and destroy. 
He wants to isolate us, have us climb our “miff trees” and ensure that one root of 
bitterness destroys many. He wants us to be out of fellowship because that makes us 
easy pickings. But there’s incredible safety and security in the herd, in the church, in 
accountable relationships. We need them. 

Scripture also says that we are to submit to one another out of reverence for Christ, 
so we devote ourselves to the fellowship in our reverence for him. 

Ephesians 5:20, 21
20 give thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another out of reverence 
for Christ.

From a pastoring perspective, this is why we encourage everyone to get involved in a 
Life Group. It’s not because we value attendance but because we value accountable 



relationships and discipleship. One cannot truly be in such relationships if they’re 
never an active part of anything the church is doing. It is in the doing of things 
together that relationships mature. We’ve seen incredibly strong men and women fall 
in all sorts of ways because they allowed themselves to become isolated and stopped 
becoming an active part of what’s going on. Don’t think it can’t happen, it does! Our 
Western culture values isolation and hyper-individualism. God does not. 

Here’s why we say that:

Functioning: living as a church 

There are many pictures that Scripture uses to help describe the church. Here are 
eight of them:

1. A body (1 Corinthians 12, Romans 12)
2. As a nation – think of a people group, families, cultures, languages, or a tribe 

(Ephesians 2:12-19; 1 Peter 2:9-10) 
3. As a family – a household (Ephesians 2:19; Romans 8; John 1:12; 1 John 3:2; 
 Galatians 3:26 – 4:7) 
4. As a bride (Ephesians 5:22-32; Revelation 19: 6-9) 
5. As a building / temple (Ephesians 2:21; 1 Corinthians 3:16-17) 
6. As soldiers (Ephesians 6:10-18; Matthew 12:29, 16:18; 2 Corinthians 10:3 – 5) 
7. As a priesthood (1 Peter 2:5, 9; Revelation 1:6) 
8. As a flock (Acts 20: 28-29; 1 Peter 5: 2-4; Psalm 95:7)

There is something all of these have in common, which gives us an interesting clue as 
to how we’re meant to function in Christ. It’s that none of these pictures allow for an 
individual to live in an isolated way. 

For example, a bride can only be a bride if she has a groom; an army can only be an 
army if it has soldiers, working together. A brick doesn’t make a building, it requires 
many bricks to make a building; a priesthood is not a solitary priest, it is a picture of 
many priests; and so on. 

So what does this mean? Despite our present Western Culture’s hyper-individualism, 
when it comes to the church, we give up a certain part of our own identity in order to 



become part of something bigger. Our Christian identity as individuals is wrapped up 
in the identity of the corporate body – the church. 

For example, a woman doesn’t stop being a woman when she gets married, but she 
gives up a lot of her independence to become a bride. A soldier doesn’t give up his 
identity as a soldier, but he takes on a bigger corporate identity in an army. A brick 
continues to be a brick but gives a part of its identity to being part of a bigger whole. 

There is a second, very important point about these pictures that God has given us 
for the church. And that is that none of these pictures represent something that is 
static or without purpose. 

•	 A building has purpose. An army has purpose. And so on. A bride has a call to her 
husband, so she has a purpose as well, in a different sense.

•	 These pictures represent things that are living and active. A healthy body is one 
that is active and working. Same with an army. Even a household. The picture of 
a building in scripture is represented as one that is made up of ‘living stones’ (1 
Peter 2: 4 – 6. We will look at this scripture in more detail next week).

Universal church, local church and para-church

When we say we are to be “devoted to the fellowship”, we primarily mean that we 
should be devoted to our local church – those people who form part of our local 
church. We’re not primarily referring to the universal church (but we’re not saying that 
love for the whole, universal church is not important!)

The universal church is all of the redeemed, past, present and future in all places. 
While the local church is part of the universal church, it’s a gathering of believers in a 
particular place and time, under Biblical government, fulfilling God’s calling over the 
church. The biblical way of expressing involvement in the church is through integrating 
and functioning at a local church. 

Para-church refers to a Christian organisation that specialises in a particular task 
of the church (for example, a mission society). Para-church organisations generally 
form when churches are not doing the work God has called the church to do. It’s an 
unfortunate reality that mission societies had to form because the church was not 



sending people to plant churches or to support churches across the world. This is the 
church’s job.

If a group of Christians gather together and fellowship they do not necessarily fall 
under the distinction of a church until the group adopts the Biblical structures for a 
church – namely, the appointment of elders and deacons to oversee the community 
(Acts 6:1-7; Acts 14:23; Philippians 1:1). This is why one cannot only be involved on 
a para-church level or a ministry that works outside of a church and say they are 
actively functioning in the church. 

However, one can say they are functioning as the church universal in their business or 
various ministry callings outside of their local church. This is an important distinction. 
But, the fact is you still cannot live out your calling in isolation, which is essentially 
what it becomes when one tries to function solely outside of a local church context. 

The worldview of the Bible is thoroughly focused on community, whereas our modern-
day worldview (which is more Greek than Hebrew) is more focused on the individual. 
We’ve already seen this above and the importance of local church will become more 
clear as we continue to study this theme.

Discussion questions:

1. What does the word ‘devote’ mean to you?
2. Which part of the six pictures of the church above speaks to you the most? Why?
3. Do you find it difficult to believe that God calls us to devote ourselves to a local 

church in such a close way? Why or why not?
4. Why can we find it difficult to devote ourselves to the fellowship? What can we 

do about that?
5. What do you think of the distinction between local church, universal church and 

para-church? Is it difficult to accept that one cannot say they are functioning in 
the church if they’re not involved in a local church?

6. How do you see your calling (to your business / work) fit into this?





Part Two
Looking at the Body

The church is often described as a ‘body’ in the scriptures and Paul, in particular, 
expounds on this use in great detail. In 1 Corinthians 12 and Romans 12 it says that 
Jesus is the head of the body while we, the priesthood of all believers, are the rest 
of the body. 

The body is made up of many inter-dependant parts that are not always the same, 
don’t always look the same, or act or function in the same way. It’s made up of a wide 
variety of parts and yet together we make up the full ministry and function of Jesus, 
who we represent to the world. We are His hands and His feet to the world. It’s a 
wonderful privilege and responsibility He’s given to us. We display the full spectrum 
of God’s grace to the world.

No one part of the body is more important than the other. Look at your own body 
– just as important as your eye is, so is your ear. This is the point Paul makes in 1 
Corinthians 12. If we ever think a part is not important and that part doesn’t play its 
role, then the body suffers as it’s not living in the fullness and function God had for it. 
We must therefore fulfil our roles. If we don’t, the entire church suffers and so does 
the mission God has given us. Each individual impacts everything we do in the church, 
positively or negatively. By each person doing what God’s has called them to do, the 
full spectrum of God’s grace is seen and felt.

Let’s examine this picture in greater detail:

Romans 12: 3 – 8
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, 

each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in 
one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the 

same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually 

members one of another. 6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace 

given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, 



in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in 
his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, 
with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

And so one body, different members, each with different opportunities to serve God 
and add value and make a difference to use the gifts, talents and anointing that God 
has given so that the body can be built up; otherwise the body suffers. 

1 Corinthians 12: 12 – 30
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of 

the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit 
we were all baptised into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all 
were made to drink of one Spirit. 

14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot 
should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that 

would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, 
“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make 

it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would 
be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the 

sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each 

one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body 

be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the 

head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts of the 

body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the 
body that we think less honourable we bestow the greater honour, and our 

unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our more 
presentable parts do not require. 

But God has so composed the body, giving greater honour to the part that 

lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the body, but that the members 

may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer 
together; if one member is honoured, all rejoice together. 



27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God 
has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, 
then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds 

of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 

miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all 
interpret? 

Ephesians 4: 1 – 16
1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of 

the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, 

with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity 

of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as 

you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one 

faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all 

and in all. 7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure 

of Christ’s gift. 8 
Therefore it says,

“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,  
and he gave gifts to men.”

9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 

descended into the lower regions, the earth? 10 He who descended is the one 
who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 
11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds 

and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 

the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the 

stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, 
tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, 

by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the 
truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 

Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint 
with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the 
body grow so that it builds itself up in love.



What can we see from these scriptures? 

1. God gives people different gifts and ordains them into various offices to equip us 
all to fulfil the mission He has given us. 

2. Note how these lists of various gifts are not exhaustive (they are slightly different 
in each scripture above). These serve as examples only. There are many other 
gifts – such as the gift of music, a gift in business and so on. 

3. Each member of the body has a different function, but that does not make one 
more important than the other, even though some are more visible than others. 

4. The church is not a place for each to have their ‘platform’ but for each to work 
together into / for a common cause – the Kingdom of God.

5. God has given gifts to all men, regardless of background, culture, race etc. 
All were made to drink of the same spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13). There can be 
no discrimination based on race or economics! Think carefully about how we 
see people who are different to us or who earn differently to us and how we 
understand their role in our local body of Christ.

6. That each person’s gifting and function helps to bring the whole body into maturity 
and into unity (Ephesians 4). A healthy local church is one where everyone is 
working in their gifting and function for this purpose in, through and out of the 
church, so that all may be able to perform the ministry we have to the world.

7. What else does the picture of a body tell us? We know that a healthy body is one 
that is active, living and working. This is why a healthy local church is one that is 
working, not sleeping.

8. We must find out what God wants us to do and do that with all our might.
9. What else do you see God saying in these scriptures and in this picture 

of a body?

Other important scriptures about the church:

1 Peter 2: 4 – 6
4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God 

chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 

to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in Scripture: 
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 



What do we see portrayed in this scripture? 

1. Peter portrays the church as a living, spiritual house, with Christ as the foundation 
and cornerstone and every believer a stone in that house. 

2. Each stone is, in God’s eyes, chosen and precious. No stone is more precious 
than the other, as indeed no stone can be more ‘chosen’ than another (that is 
logically impossible). 

3. We are called to be a holy priesthood, echoing God’s calling to Israel in the Old 
Testament (Exodus 19:5,6 – we will look at this more closely next week.)

4. One stone does not make up a temple or a wall, just like one part of the body 
doesn’t make up the whole body and is not effective without the others. Each 
living stone needs to be integrated and functioning. 

5. This picture and the picture of a body above shows us that Christianity is not 
just about believing but belonging. Belonging can only happen in a local church 
community.

Ephesians 2: 18 – 22
18 For through him we both [Israel and the Gentiles] have access in one Spirit 

to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 

fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built 
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being 

the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows 

into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into 
a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

What do we see here?

1. All in the church, and in the local church, are fellow citizens and members of the 
household of God. 

2. We are together a holy temple in the Lord.
3. We are joined together. This is the way Christianity works – we must be joined 

together. We must work on our relationships!
4. No stone is more important than the other. There is only one who is of utmost 

importance – Christ Jesus, the everlasting cornerstone.
5. Note that this scripture is addressed to a local church. We are, as a local church, 

being built together into a dwelling place for God.



Ephesians 3: 1 – 12
1 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 
2 assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was 

given to me for you, 3 how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, 

as I have written briefly. 4 When you read this, you can perceive my insight 

into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to the sons of men 
in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 

prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, 
members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel.

7 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, 

which was given me by the working of his power. 8 To me, though I am the 
very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the 

unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light for everyone what is the 

plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, 10 so that 
through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to 

the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was according to the 

eternal purpose that he has realised in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we 
have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.

What do we see here?

1. It was always God’s plan to bring in all people from every tribe, nation and tongue 
to be part of his people.

2. We are members of the same body of Israel and partakers of the promise in 
Christ Jesus. This means that the promises of God to Israel are now also for us.

3. The only agent that God is using to make his wisdom known is the church.
4. The church is God’s agent to make his mysteries and purposes known to both 

mankind and angelic beings (vs 10).
5. The church represents Christ to the world and to angelic beings. God has chosen 

no other agent in this world to fulfil his purposes.



Hebrews 10: 24, 25
24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

If we’re not integrated then how are we going to stir someone else on to love 
and good deeds? How are we going to encourage others to press on and 
stand firm in what God has called them to do? And how are you going to be 
spurred on unless there are others around us who are able and willing to  
do that? 

Colossians 3: 12 – 17
12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another 
and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the 

Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put 

on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 

body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching 
and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever 
you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.

Discussion questions:
 
1. What does it mean to be integrated into a local church? 
2. How do I function in my local church? 
3. What defines relational maturity? 
4. Am I connected in to the body? 
5. Am I operating in the function God has destined for me? How do we work 

this out?
6. What is meant when it is said that when each person fulfils their role, the “full 

spectrum of God’s grace is seen and felt”?





Part Three
Jesus, the Head of the Church

Ephesians 1: 22 – 23
22 And God placed all things under [Jesus’] feet and appointed him to be 

head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills everything in every way.

Colossians 1: 17 – 20
17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the 
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from 

among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For 

God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

Jesus is the head of the church. But where does the church fit into God’s plan in the 
first place?

Since the fall, God’s clear plan was to choose a people (a nation) for himself, although 
this only started becoming clearer with God’s promises to Abraham. God did not 
want to just call individuals, but a group of people who are devoted to him, his ways, 
and his mission. A people who have the culture of God’s Kingdom and not the culture 
of this world. 

God promised this to Abraham in Genesis 12: 3:

I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonours you I will curse, and 
in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (See also Genesis 18:18 
and 22:18).

God’s plan was that Abraham’s family (later the nation of Israel) would bless all nations. 
He reiterated this in his covenant to Israel in Exodus 19: 5, 6: 

 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you 



shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine;  
6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.

In preparing the nation of Israel for Jesus’ ministry, John the Baptist stresses 
repentance because God’s judgement was about to fall on the nation and the promises 
of Abraham given to another people who would bear good fruit (for reference, see 
Matthew 3: 7 – 12). 

In the book of Matthew, after John the Baptist talks of the above, we’re immediately 
told about Jesus’ baptism (Matthew 3: 13 – 16) and then his time of 40 days in the 
wilderness under temptation (Matthew 4: 1 – 11). His baptism prophetically represents 
Israel’s passing through the Red Sea (Exodus 14) and Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness 
represents Israel’s 40 years in the wilderness (Joshua 5). The significance is that Jesus 
succeeded where Israel failed. 

When Jesus begins a ministry of healing, reconciliation and preaching good news, he 
succeeds again where Israel had failed. Jesus truly becomes a blessing to the nations. 
He then also died for Israel’s sins as he died for the sins of all people. 

With this in mind, we see that part of Jesus’ core message was that God’s Kingdom 
had now arrived and that this Kingdom would now extend to all nations, not just the 
nation of Israel. Many of Jesus’ parables highlight this, such as the parable of the 
tenants in Matthew 21: 33 – 45 where Jesus explicitly says in verse 43: 

“Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people producing its fruits.”

You can see where John the Baptist’s and Jesus’s ministries link. The good news 
(gospel) is that God now calls all people to himself to be a part of his special, treasured 
possession; to live by his Spirit; to have access to himself in worship; and to fulfil 
his mission in the world. This is the “new covenant”. What’s key here as well is that 
unlike before, God’s chosen people will now live by His Spirit given to them, not the  
Law (Torah).

Ephesians 2: 11 - 22 provides a summary:
11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the 
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh 



by hands— 12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, 
alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants 

of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ 
Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 

Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has 

broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law 
of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself 

one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us 

both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And 
he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those 

who were near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the 

Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 

citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 

cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into 

a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a 
dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

This new people is the church – God has elected the church to be his people. The 
ancient Greek word for church is ecclesia which means ‘called out ones’. Scripture 
also often calls the church holy which means ‘set apart’.

The church is set apart for a purpose and called out for a mission – the advancement 
of God’s Kingdom in the world. God has elected his church not so that the we can 
indulge in our position but so that we can complete a task. 

The key here is that the church is called to be a living, active and working body. As we 
noted last week, a body cannot be just an eye or a foot, but all members must work 
together for the same purpose.

All who believe in Jesus and put their faith in him for salvation become God’s people 
who are “in Christ”. (Ephesians 1). Now that we are in Christ, our model for this 
unbelievable privilege is Jesus. How did he live out God’s mission? What are some of 
the key aspects we can pick up from Jesus’ ministry?



1. He preached repentance and Kingdom

Jesus started his ministry with a call to repentance because the “Kingdom of Heaven 
[was] at hand” (Matthew 4:17.) The good news is that the Kingdom has arrived and 
been established in Jesus. The Kingdom is God’s reign – meaning, that justice, peace, 
grace, mercy, forgiveness, life and a “putting of all things right” has come. Because 
where God reigns, this is what it is like. We live in the “Gospel Age” - the tension of 
this Kingdom coming in its fullness.

•	 Likewise, we are a people full of grace, justice, mercy, forgiveness, life and ‘putting 
things right’. We are commanded to love each other (John 13:34) because we 
embody and represent the Kingdom culture and life to the world.

•	 We live in repentance not only to God but to each other – we understand that we 
always will sin against each other; we look to put things right with each other; we 
look to forgive others when they wrong us.

2. Healing was a central focus of his ministry

•	 The church is a people of healing and bring healing to the world. Unlike in the 
world, with us you will find forgiveness and grace, life and joy, true justice and real 
forgiveness. It is in the context of God’s church that people will find healing for 
their souls. We are to bring healing to the world through our love for all people. 

•	 The church also has access to God’s promises of physical healing that were 
even given to the nation of Israel (Exodus 23:25,26). Jesus bore our sickness and 
disease (Matthew 8:17). Physical healing is a sign of God’s power, his Kingdom and 
ultimately who Jesus is – the Son of God who has all authority.

3. He ministered in power and prophecy

•	 He promised we would also minister in His Spirit’s power (Luke 24:49). This 
promise came true in Acts 2 and we see it throughout Church history. 

•	 Jesus ministered prophetically (see John 5:19), doing and saying what God told 
him to do. Likewise, we are about getting on board with what God is doing, not 
asking God to get on board with what we are doing.



4. He came to serve and not be served

Matthew 20: 24 - 28
26b But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 27 and 

whoever would be first among you must be your slave, 28 even as the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.”

•	 Even though we are God’s chosen people, we are to serve the world, not the 
other way around. 

•	 Within the church we look to serve each other, not be served by each other.
•	 The church is not a place of platform, celebrity, V.I.P.’s, super-apostles and  

the like. 
•	 We often serve the world through suffering, especially the suffering of persecution, 

as we take up our cross and follow in the footsteps of our Saviour.

5. Jesus made relationships paramount

Jesus did not execute a special programme, run his ministry like a business or start 
a nonprofit organisation. You make disciples through relationships, which Jesus 
modelled throughout his ministry (and models today!) 

John 13: 34 - 35 
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have 

loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

•	 Unlike the world, He chose unlikely people to fulfil the call – not people we would 
say had all the right gifts, talent and charisma. Peter was uneducated (Acts 4:13). 
Paul was very educated (Acts 22:3). He calls educated and uneducated, rich and 
poor, to fulfil the ministry.

•	 He will choose who he wants because it’s not about talent, it’s about His choosing, 
His forming of His character in us and His relationship with us.

•	 If we’re called to business, the arts, education, politics or full-time ministry, 
relationships is the primary way that we fulfil our calling. 



6. Jesus had an apostolic ministry

Jesus would spend time in regions with his disciples. The significance is that he ‘did 
things’ and he ‘went’. He was intentional about his ministry and intentional about 
ministering in many different regions. This is why we often do ‘ministry trips’. We also 
often see business people able to open up doors in previously unreachable areas.

7. There were formal aspects to Jesus’ style

In Matthew 14 we see that Jesus did not just minister ad-hoc but also in formal 
ways. He calls the crowd together and orders them to sit down. He dismisses them 
afterwards. There are aspects of how we gather together that are fairly formal, but 
not overtly so. There are other aspects that are less formal, just like Jesus’ ministry.

8. Jesus had a strategy

Mark 1:38
And he said to them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there 
also, for that is why I came out.”

•	 Likewise, as a church – by the Spirit – we look to employ certain strategies, such 
as the planting of sites, finding ways into a specific area, and so on.

9. Jesus loved the unloved and marginalised

•	 Likewise, it is within the church that we are to love the unloved. This also means 
loving and including those we wouldn’t ordinarily relate to. 

10. Jesus rarely ministered alone

Jesus, although being fully God as well as fully man, remarkably chooses not to go at 
this on his own but calls to himself disciples who he works into and then sends out.  
 



Even though the disciples were learning from him, he commissions them as fellow 
ministers. (Matthew 10.)

•	 Ministry primarily takes place through team. This is why we minister together as 
a church. 

•	 This may become challenging at the workplace where it can feel as if we minister 
alone. This is why Life Groups can be very helpful as we can share our workplace 
struggles and hear the Spirit together for strategy.

11. Jesus was part of his local synagogue

In John 18:20 Jesus says, “I have spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in 
synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together. I have said nothing in 
secret.”

There were two central features of Jewish life at the time: The home and the 
synagogue. Jesus was a part of the life of the community and opened his home (Mark 
2) and regularly met at the synagogue. (Also see Mark 1:21 and Mark 1:39.)

12. Jesus saw the church as the future

There is no other agent that Jesus is working through today and there is only one 
group of people who will continue in the eternal age to come – the church. The book 
of Revelation shows this.

•	 We look to gather all into Christ’s church because it is only here that they will find 
life that lasts forever. People come in by putting their faith in Christ.

•	 If Jesus is building his church (Matthew 16:18) our involvement in his building 
should be a huge focus in our lives.

•	 This doesn’t mean our businesses don’t mean anything, but rather that 
even in our businesses we look to find ways in which we put Kingdom first.  
(Matthew 6:33.)



13. Jesus and hospitality

We see Jesus practice hospitality when he feeds the five thousand and the four 
thousand (Matthew 14 & 15). Note there is a supernatural aspect to this, showing us 
that hospitality is important to God and we can trust him to provide when we want 
to practice it.

In Mark 2, they make a hole in the roof ofJesus’ own home but Jesus commends them 
on his faith. He doesn’t lecture them on respecting property! Despite the chaos of 
having an open home, Jesus still opens his home to others. His hospitality seemed to 
even open up hearts to the good news (vs 11). 

To recap

As we have seen, God’s plan was to always gather a people for himself that would 
worship Him together, love him together and fulfil his mission together. First it was 
Israel, now it’s the church. Jesus models how we ought to do this. 

Discussion questions:

1. What other aspects of Jesus’ ministry do you feel we should model?
2. How do we see our work / business fitting into ministry?
3. In what practical ways do you think you can make relationships a primary focus in 

your day-to-day activities, with the view of making disciples?
4. In what ways do you think you can serve rather than be served in the church?
5. What practical keys can help us all be more hospitable?



Part Four
The Early Church & Relationships

Hebrews 10: 24 - 25
24 … let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.

In Part Three we looked at Jesus and how we can model him in our context 
today. Now we’ll see how the apostles and early church lived out the value  
of fellowship.

Acts 2: 42 - 47
42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, 

to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, 

and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And 

all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they 
were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds 

to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together 
and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and 

generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favour with all the people. And 
the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

This is the key text for this series and it already highlights certain things.

•	 A devotion to fellowship, as we have seen, in addition to the Word, the breaking 
of bread and the prayers.

•	 A love for all and practical help to those who have need.
•	 They broke bread in their homes regularly (remembering Jesus in their fellowship).
•	 They attended a larger gathering in the temple and smaller gatherings in  

the homes.

But what else do we see in the New Testament?



1. They preached Jesus as King, Lord, Messiah (Christ / Saviour)  
and Judge

Their preaching was the same as Jesus’. Their preaching included a call to repentance 
and the Kingdom having come in Jesus. (See Acts: 14 – 41; Acts 10: 34 – 43 for examples.) 

•	 The implication is that our primary message is Jesus and not a message of self-
help or self-therapy. Our primary goal is not to provide people with inspiration 
or motivation that will make them a “success”. Such things must be within the 
context of Jesus and who He is.

•	 This means that our message is counter-cultural. We preach that Christ is King, 
not humanity, not the self, not politics, or anything else. 

2. They met in larger gatherings and in homes and taught

In Acts 2:46 we read, “Day by day, attending the temple together and breaking 
bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts...” 
They met in larger gatherings (temple) and smaller gatherings (homes). You often 
read how the Apostles were in the temple or the synagogue. They were a part of the 
community’s life. See also Acts 6:9; 9:2; 13:5, 14; 14:1; 17:1, 10; 18:4.

It was in Ephesus that Christians began to meet in their own venue.

Acts 19: 8, 9  
8 And [Paul] entered the synagogue and for three months spoke boldly, 

reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God. 9 But when some 
became stubborn and continued in unbelief, speaking evil of the Way before 
the congregation, he withdrew from them and took the disciples with him, rea-

soning daily in the hall of Tyrannus. 10 This continued for two years, so that all 
the residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.

In addition to them meeting in their own venue, what else do we see in Acts 2:26 and 
Acts 19:8,9 above?

•	 We see from both scriptures that they met in larger gatherings and in homes.
•	 They actually met “day-by-day” in Acts 2:26. We want to emulate this healthy 



community life. This doesn’t mean we can’t see our families or friends who 
are not part of our church. What it means is we put relationships first – so we 
communicate.

•	 Paul ministered in the hall of Tyrannus for two years. This was a permanent, 
regular set up.

•	 Their meetings in the hall of Tyrannus had an aspect of preaching / teaching (end 
of verse 9). Likewise our larger gatherings often include preaching and teaching.

•	 The whole of Asia Minor heard the Word through this one community!

3. They loved each other and practiced community

Acts 4: 32 - 35
32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and 
no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they 

had everything in common. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving 
their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was 

upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as 
were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what 

was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as 
any had need.

4. They practiced hospitality

1 Peter 4: 8, 9
8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude 

of sins. 9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling.

In our culture, “home group” can very easily become “hotel group”. Our culture is more 
interested in reputation than actual hospitality. It praises control and efficiency. Thus, 
we often feel our homes need to be spotless, that we need to have an abundance 
of facilities, that we need to provide an abundance of food and that we need to 
entertain.

We should look to make sure people are comfortable and that the house is as clean 
as possible, and that we make use of the facilities we have. But it’s in the spirit of 



hospitality, not perfection! If we aim for perfection, hospitality feels like a burden and 
becomes nothing more than an added weight to an already busy schedule.

Whether we have a large house or a small house and regardless of our finances, we can 
practice hospitality. Hospitality can be difficult, but it doesn’t have to be burdensome. 
We need to change our priorities, look for practical ways to make it easier (even if 
those cost us, such as getting someone in to clean) and change our thinking around 
what it should look like. 

The point, as this scripture above shows, is to ‘love one another earnestly’. That’s  
the goal.

5. They partnered together

Philippians 1: 3 - 11
3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of 

mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in 
the gospel from the first day until now. 6 And I am sure of this, that he who be-

gan a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7 
It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, 
for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in 

the defence and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I 
yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And it is my prayer that 

your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10 
so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for 

the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

Philippians shows us a good example of partnership at work as the passage above 
indicates. As can be seen, this was not a professional partnership but was out of a 
genuine love for each other. See how Paul calls them his ‘beloved’ in Philippians 2:12, 
or how he talks about Timothy’s “genuine concern” for them in Philippians 2:20. 

As a church, we partner with each other in the Gospel. Our relationships mature into 
a place of partnership. Here’s how it develops:



1. Friendship Only
When we meet for the first time, we’re always the perfect friend. We’re all comfortable 
to stay on this level as we don’t want anyone to know what’s hidden away (and it’s also 
uncomfortable knowing everyone else’s weaknesses too). This is when a relationship is 
very simple and superficial. A lot of people will come every week to church meetings 
but they don’t want to experience a Christianity with relationships that go deeper. It is 
our job as God’s people to help others to mature to the next phase of “Relationship”. 

It’s not that all relationships must be deep and serious. But in the body of Christ we 
need to move from “Friendship Only” to “Relationship”. 

2. Relationship 
Here it’s about covenant, where we discover all the warts. Through covenant we 
commit ourselves to each other despite our warts. 

We have a relationship with each other not because of each other but because of 
Christ. That’s maturity. Being offended, reserving our rights and easily criticising are 
things we have to work on. We’re all only one sentence away from criticism; we’re 
all quick to give opinions and quick to want forgiveness. But we’re slow in asking for 
forgiveness or even giving it. 

We can only get to this level by being vulnerable. We lean on the love of Christ and 
our Father. When we commit to covenant – which we must do in the church as Jesus 
has commanded it – we must forgive in advance. Some of us go into our ‘miff tree’ on 
occasions and we feel sorry for ourselves and believe that everyone else is wrong. We 
live there and it’s going to take a revival to shake us out. We can’t let that happen. We 
have to win in this area. 

Christ forgave us ahead of time, not just on the day we asked for forgiveness. That’s 
how we should forgive. It doesn’t matter what church you belong to, you’re going to 
be let down. So we must forgive ahead of time so we don’t get hurt when people 
offend us. 

People often come to a church and initially love it. But give it time. In the quest to find 
the perfect group of people we cause ourselves a lot of unhappiness. Just settle this 
in your heart. When you’ve decided on a local church you must stay long enough to 



produce fruit. There must have been a lot of fighting among the people Jesus called 
onto his team – He didn’t choose run-of-the-mill guys, they were often opposites. For 
example, Matthew was a tax collector while Simon the Zealot belonged to a group 
that used to kill tax collectors.

Often our warts only show in the context of us doing things together (function). If 
we don’t address relational difficulties, and make a commitment to doing so, our 
issues spill over to those we are working with or into in the various ministries we’re 
functioning in. It’s not just we who begin to stumble but the work of God is affected. 

Once we’ve committed ourselves to covenant in our relationships and are committed 
to working through our relational difficulties, we’re moving into the sweet-spot: 
“Partnership”.

3. Partnership 
Once we move from friendship into “Relationship”, we then mature into “Partnership” 
where we venture together for God. We see in the book of Acts that Paul and 
Barnabas were set apart by the Antioch church for a partnership in ministry  
(Acts 13:2). 

Partnership is where we want our relationships in the church to get to. This is when 
we’re functioning together and doing things for God together. We can’t really function 
in our various gifts until we’re in partnership. Our Christian identity can only really be 
found when we are partnering together. That means we have to give up a little bit of 
who we are – not that you don’t have an identity – but it means you don’t consider 
your identity more important than the corporate identity. 

It is in partnership that we flesh out the apostolic call each of us have. (We can see 
this apostolic call in Acts 1:8, Matthew 10:10 and Matthew 28:19–20). If we’re not 
being honest and real in our relationships and if we’re not living according to Jesus’ 
commandment to love and honour each other, we will never get to do what we’ve 
been called to do. 

Get involved, partner together, find your gifts and calling, walk together with others in 
it and help them to find their gifts and call. Work to bring the whole body into maturity 
and, above all, into Christ.



Discussion questions:

1. What can we do to move from “Friendship” to “Partnership”?
2. How can we better communicate with each other?
3. How do we work this out while making relationships our priority? This includes 

our relationships with people at work, our family, or our friends outside of church?
4. How do we relate to people we don’t quite understand or ‘get’ in the church?
5. How do we make community an important aspect of our lives when we feel we 

are so busy and we have to travel great distances in busy city life?
6. How can we partner better?






