
LORD I GIVE YOU THANKS
I HAVE MONEY IN THE BANK

AND GAS IN THE TANK
 

Go Forward
Be Refined, Not Defined

 
Philippians 3:13-14 (KJV) 13  Brethren, I count not myself to
have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things
which are before, 14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

• Last week we concluded with this statement
• I am forgetting my past and Going Forward into My Future!

Proverbs 23:7a (KJV)  For as he thinketh in his heart, so is
he…..
Proverbs 23:7a (NASB)  For as he thinks within himself, so he
is. …
 
Our future can only flow from who and where we are today. If
we want tomorrow to be different, then we must make change
today. How do we see ourselves? Do we consider ourselves to
be successful, and overcomers?...or have we allowed
ourselves to become defined by the words and actions of
others. We can either be refined by the circumstances of life,
or be defined by them. The choice we make determines where
we go in the future.
 

• Jesus knew who He was
 
Luke 4:14-20 (KJV) 14  And Jesus returned in the power of the
Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of him through all
the region round about. 15  And he taught in their synagogues,
being glorified of all. 16  And he came to Nazareth, where he had
been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the
synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 17  And
there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias.
And when he had opened the book, he found the place where
it was written, 18  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath
sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to
the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at
liberty them that are bruised, 19  To preach the acceptable year



of the Lord. 20  And he closed the book, and he gave it again to
the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were
in the synagogue were fastened on him.

• Jesus Declared His Destiny: He proclaimed Who He was,
and His future.

Luke 4:21-30 (KJV) 21  And he began to say unto them, This day
is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 22  And all bare him
witness, and wondered at the gracious words which
proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this
Joseph's son? 23  And he said unto them, Ye will surely say
unto me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we
have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thy country. 24

 And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in
his own country. 25  But I tell you of a truth, many widows were
in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up
three years and six months, when great famine was
throughout all the land; 26  But unto none of them was Elias
sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that
was a widow. 27  And many lepers were in Israel in the time of
Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving
Naaman the Syrian. 28  And all they in the synagogue, when they
heard these things, were filled with wrath, 29  And rose up, and
thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill
whereon their city was built, that they might cast him down
headlong. 30  But he passing through the midst of them went his
way,

• The people that Jesus grew up with tried to define Him
• He’s just Joseph’s son, a carpenter
• He’s just Mary’s boy, we know his momma
• He couldn’t possibly amount to anything
• They tried to define Him and destroy Him
• Jesus refused to be defined by others: He was refined
• Refined- Web. Free from impurities
• Jesus had refining moments in His life
• As a child in the temple

Luke 2:49-51 (KJV) 49  And he said unto them, How is it that ye
sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's
business? 50  And they understood not the saying which he
spake unto them. 51  And he went down with them, and came to
Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all
these sayings in her heart.

• When tempted by Satan
Luke 4:5-8 (KJV) 5  And the devil, taking him up into an high
mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a



moment of time. 6  And the devil said unto him, All this power
will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto
me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. 7  If thou therefore wilt
worship me, all shall be thine. 8  And Jesus answered and said
unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

• When tempted by people’s expectations
John 6:15 (KJV)  When Jesus therefore perceived that they
would come and take him by force, to make him a king, he
departed again into a mountain himself alone.

• When facing the cross (Garden of Gethsemane)
Luke 22:41-44 (NIV2011) 41  He withdrew about a stone’s throw
beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 42  “Father, if you are
willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be
done.” 43  An angel from heaven appeared to him and
strengthened him. 44  And being in anguish, he prayed more
earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the
ground.

• Jesus faced many refining moments
Hebrews 5:8 (AMP)  Although He was a Son, He learned
[active, special] obedience through what He suffered

• The rejection and hatred Jesus suffered presented the
opportunity to refine or decline. He always chose to obey
God and His Word and was REFINED

• In every circumstance, Jesus was refined by His obedience
and commitment to the Word

Psalm 119:140 (AMP)  Your word is very pure (tried and well
refined); therefore Your servant loves it.

• Jesus refused to allow people to define Him in Nazareth.
What happened next?

• He traveled 40 miles to Capernaum
 
Luke 4:31-37 (KJV) 31  And came down to Capernaum, a city of
Galilee, and taught them on the sabbath days. 32  And they were
astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power. 33  And
in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of an
unclean devil, and cried out with a loud voice, 34  Saying, Let us
alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth?
art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art; the
Holy One of God. 35  And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy
peace, and come out of him. And when the devil had thrown
him in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him not. 36  And
they were all amazed, and spake among themselves, saying,
What a word is this! for with authority and power he



commandeth the unclean spirits, and they come out. 37  And the
fame of him went out into every place of the country round
about.

• Jesus was refined by the circumstances in Nazareth. He
went on to Capernaum and put a hurting on the devil. He
knew who He was, and that God sent Him  ‘to preach
deliverance to the captives’

• He could have been trapped in the past and lost
confidence, but He allowed Himself to Be Refined, not
Defined

• We all face times in life when we will be Refined or Defined
• I choose to be Refined, Not Defined. I am forgetting my

past and Going Forward into My Future!


