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About S.D. 
S.D. Smith lives with his wife, Gina, and their four children in his native 

West Virginia. He is the author of fan favorites, The Green Ember, and 

its sequel Ember Falls as well as The Black Star of Kingston and a 

brand new adventure The Last Archer: A Green Ember Story. He is 

also a co-founder of Story Warren, which strives to help parents foster 

holy imagination in the children they love. Sam’s stories plant seeds of 

truth, beauty, and goodness in the hearts of readers, young and old. 

Key Ideas 
● Storytelling has so much power. Good stories that shape the moral imagination are the weapons 

we need to build a generation that desires goodness and heroic virtue. As parents, good stories 
provide us with the tools we need to help raise strong children. 

● S.D. Smith shares two important aspects to a compelling story. It’s important to let the reader 
know the stakes for the main characters. What are they going to lose?  Secondly, it’s important to 
propel the story forward with causal connections, allowing the reader to see things happen as a 
result of other things that happen in the story. 

● There are two dangers in choosing reading material for our families. One is that some stories walk 
the line of presenting material that is too edgy and inappropriate for children. The other problem 
is that some parents tend to rely too heavily on material that is moralistic and utilitarian. Though 
the ideas in the story are “safe” for the whole family, they are written in a way that reduces 
everything to the lesson that can be taught. Stories like this lose the heart and the beauty of the 
message they are trying to convey. 
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● Stories provide the opportunity for our children to walk alongside imperfect characters. We get to 
do it with them and help guide them to truth through it. This can be done through fantasy as well 
as through realistic fiction. Both allow us to learn from the characters and awaken in us a desire to 
seek truth and goodness.   

Quotables 
“I just believe very firmly that my family is the first province of my stewardship in the world. If I fail 

there, that's more catastrophic than failing anywhere else. I want to fail there last or not at all if 
possible...But I feel like we were always in a war but I didn't know it. And now I know it and it feels like 

stories, good stories, stories that shaped the imagination, that spark desire for goodness and for 
heroic virtue, now I just see them as this big artillery cache; that we've found that all these weapons 

and oh my goodness, we've got good stuff. We can fight this war.”  

S.D. Smith 
“There are few other things that I feel shaped my kids' imaginations and who they want to be like 

storytelling.” 

S.D. Smith 
“The community is our biggest asset as parents.” 

Pam Barnhill 
“I think that maturity is being connected with the re-enchantment of the world and who we are.”  

S.D. Smith 
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Time Stamps 
2:45 meet S.D. Smith 
9:35 how parenthood has shaped Smith’s view of story 
14:42 ingredients of a compelling story 
21:12 how Sam chooses reading material for his family 
28:40 the value of story and ritual 
34:55 a case for reading about characters who struggle 
40:52 fantasy vs. realistic fiction and the moral imagination 
45:20 update on The Green Ember series 
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