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PERRY COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 

Minutes of the Meeting       November 17, 2021 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Perry County Planning Commission was held on 

Wednesday, November 17, 2021 in the Penn State Cooperative Extension’s Conference Room, 

New Bloomfield, PA and via Zoom telecommunication software, with members participating 

in compliance with the provisions authorized under PA Act 15 of 2020. Chairman Turner 

called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

 

1. ROLL CALL 

 

 Members present were Chairman Jim Turner, Robert Shaffer, Dan Kirk, Donny Bartch, and 

Dave Rice, with Cathy Gilbert, Dana Cotton, Tom Graupensperger and Brian Funkhouser 

participating virtually, through the Zoom meeting arrangements. Jason Finnerty was in 

attendance representing the staff. Steve Deck, was also present remotely, representing staff 

and handling the logistics of the virtual meeting participation. 

 

2. MINUTES 

 

 Chairman Turner asked the members if they had read through the September 21, 2021 

monthly meeting minutes and if they had any edits they would like to offer. Mr. Shaffer 

offered a couple typographical corrections. The October meeting was not held. 

 

 Mr. Kirk motioned to approve the minutes without edit. Mr. Funkhouser seconded the 

motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

3. GOOD AND WELFARE 

 

Mr. William Sloss and Mr. Dennis Smith were present to discuss the driveway access 

concerns with the Cameron Drum property in Southwest Madison Township. Tom Palm 

was in attendance for the Robert C. and F. Gail Rice and Susan E. Seager subdivision plans 

with his wife Patricia accompanying him. 

 

4. COMMUNICATIONS AND PAYMENTS OF EXPENSE 

 

A.      Communications 

 

Chairman Turner asked the commission members if there was anything from the 

monthly communications list needing to be discussed, or if staff had any items to bring 

to the PCPC’s attention. Mr. Finnerty mentioned he had communications with one of 

the PCPC members asking about why a land development plan had not been reviewed 

in Rye Township for a poultry barn. There was some discussion surrounding the land 

development definition and the occasional failings of municipalities to consistently 

require plans for such development. Mrs. Cotton mentioned without a review, such 

items as highway access and stormwater are left largely unchecked. Mr. 

Graupensperger indicated the property in question is located in the Industrial 
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Agriculture District and the zoning permit approval could have been misconstrued as a 

complete approval for the project.   

 

Mr. Finnerty indicated staff could prepare a common S&LD issues frequently asked 

questions sheet to distribute to municipalities. Mr. Rice though perhaps this had been 

done in the past. Mr. Deck indicated that the TCRPC Toolkit should cover many of 

these topical questions and concerns. Mr. Finnerty would research the office files for 

such a document.  

 

B.       Payment of Expenses 

 

Mrs. Gilbert made a motion to approve the following expenses. Mrs. Cotton seconded 

and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Transfer amount...………………...……………………………………….......$2,185.04 

 

5. REPORTS 

 

   A.      Treasurer’s Report 

 

Mr. Kirk motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Reports in the form of financial statements 

for the period of January 1, 2021 through November 30, 2021 for filing subject to audit. 

Mr. Shaffer seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

B.      Staff Report 

 

1.     Local Planning Assistance (LPA) Report 

 

Mr. Finnerty mentioned staff had not been requested to attend any LPA meetings or 

perform any functions from participants in the LPA Program the past two months. 

 

A copy of the LPA Report is attached to the file copy of the minutes. 

 

2.      Program Progress Report  

 

Covering transportation, Mr. Deck mentioned the Transportation Coordinator, 

Andrew Bomberger, PennDOT, and the Commissioners met to discuss Meck’s 

Corner.  

 

Work has begun to implement the RTP with some discussion on a project near the 

Duncannon Penn Township line. HATS staff continues to work on updating the TIP 

which will run from 2023-2026.  

   

Covering the regional program, the TCRPC is nearing the end of its work on the 

Planning Toolkit. 

 

Perry County’s Countywide Action Plan (CAP) has been approved and an 

application has been submitted to the PADEP for implementation funding. It was 



 

 3 

mentioned there will be additional funding for future applications perhaps 

stemming from the Federal Infrastructure Bill. 

 

Mrs. Cotton suggested looking into public transit routes with the funding.   

 

A copy of the Program Progress report is attached to the file copy of the minutes. 

 

6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

A.    Perry County Comprehensive Plan 

 

For those municipalities with existing comprehensive plans, an effort has been made to 

compile a listing of every municipality’s goals and objectives to initiate an assessment 

of this collection of local direction. This covers 20 municipal comprehensive plans. The 

effort will continue with the removal of duplicated thoughts, and the consolidation of 

shared or similar approaches to refine the amassed conglomerate for further evaluation 

by the PCPC and the plan’s steering committee. 

 

With the Our Actions, Our Partners, and Our Way Forward component, we have 

gathered eight county-wide projects together with 33 from nine municipalities (Blain 

Borough, Bloomfield, Marysville, and Newport Boroughs, and Jackson, Oliver, Penn, 

Rye, Watts, and Wheatfield Townships). 

 

Internally we are presently researching website possibilities to sufficiently frame 

PICTURE PERRY’s draft text throughout the project and post adoption. Mr. Finnerty 

stated he was hopeful to have a draft webpage for the plan prepared for the PCPC to 

look over by the Christmas holiday. 

 

Mrs. Cotton requested staff to send out the latest copy of the Vision Statement out to 

the members for a final review. Mr. Finnerty stated he would follow-up by sending out 

the reworked vision statement to the members. 

 

B.    County Hazard Mitigation Plan Implementation 

  

Coordinating with the Commissioner’s Office staff submitted a letter of interest on 

behalf of Perry County for applying for a Hazard Mitigation Program Grant. The 

breakdown will be 75% federal and 25% state. The application will be submitted early 

in 2022. 

 

C.    Perry County Countywide Action Plan (CAP) 

 

 This item was covered in the Program Progress Report. 

 

D.    Driveway Access Concern - Cameron Drum/Southwest Madison Township 

 

Staff received a few telephone calls from Mr. William Sloss, a neighbor of the Drum 

property. No new communications were received from either Mr. Drum’s attorney or 

PennDOT on resolving the issue.  



 

 4 

 

Mr. Sloss advised the PCPC Mr. Drum was in violation of the county’s permit. When 

asked what permit he was referring to, Mr. Sloss stated the subdivision approval. Mr. 

Finnerty indicated the County Solicitor previously advised there had been no violation 

of the County S&LDO. 

 

Mr. Sloss and Mr. Smith collectively shared a summary of events detailing such items 

as the unpermitted driveway Mr. Drum installed, trespassing, continued stormwater 

issues created by the unpermitted driveway effecting both landowners. Mr. Smith 

claimed Mr. Drum moved survey monuments and the state police would not intervene 

by issuing a citation. 

 

Mr. Sloss advised the Commission that Mr. Finnerty indicated that if it was determined 

Mr. Drum had an illegal driveway, they speak to the Planning Commission regarding a 

violation. Mr. Finnerty stated the comment was incorrect, stating the absence of a 

permit should be dealt with PennDOT for the enforcement of their access to the 

highway. 

 

Chairman Turner asked that staff seek a written position on the matter from the County 

Solicitor. Staff was also directed to make a site visit between monthly meetings. 

 

7. NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Subdivision and Land Development Matters 

 

1). Approval Consideration 

 

a. Subdivision File #21-098 Robert C. and F. Gail Rice - Southwest Madison 

Township 

 

Mr. Palm provided a general overview of the proposed lot addition plan. 

 

Mr. Finnerty mentioned the four modifications being requested. 

 

Mr. Rice motioned to grant the modifications to §§ 403 and 407 regarding the 

Preliminary Plan: Procedure and Specifications; § 410.4.B.9) for displaying the 

bearings and distances for existing easements; and § 410.4.B.1 for the final plat 

area map to be drawn utilizing a smaller scale (1” = 120’) than the minimum 

scale of 1" = 100’. The motion was seconded by Mr. Kirk and passed 

unanimously with Mr. Bartch abstaining. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Shaffer to approve the plan without edit. The 

motion was seconded by Mr, Kirk and passed unanimously with Mr. Bartch 

abstaining. 

 

b. Subdivision File #21-099 Susan E. Seager - Southwest Madison Township 

 

Mr. Palm provided a general overview of the proposed lot addition plan. 



 

 5 

 

Mr. Finnerty identified the three modifications being requested. 

 

Mr. Kirk motioned to grant the modifications to §§ 403 and 407 regarding the 

Preliminary Plan: Procedure and Specifications; and § 410.4.B.9) for displaying 

the bearings and distances for existing easements. The motion was seconded by 

Mr. Shaffer and passed unanimously. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Rice to approve the plan without edit. The motion 

was seconded by Mr. Bartch and passed unanimously. 

 

2). Review and Report  

 

Chairman Turner asked the Commission members if there were any questions 

regarding the monthly review and report table.  

 

Mr. Rice motioned to ratify to staff reviews of all plans listed in the monthly review 

report table. The motion was seconded by Mr. Graupensperger and passed 

unanimously.  

 

A copy of the Review and Report Table is attached to the file copy of these 

minutes. 

 

B. Zoning Matters 

 

1) Marysville Borough Zoning Ordinance (Revised)  

 

Mr. Finnerty explained the office had received two zoning ordinances for 

review. The first was a completely revised zoning ordinance for Marysville 

Borough. Staff has been working with the Marysville Borough Planning 

Commission on the revisions for several years. The second for Spring Township 

would be Spring Township’s first zoning ordinance. Staff has been working 

with the Township Planning Commission on the ordinance for the better part of 

four and a half years.  

 

A motion was made by Mr. Kirk to authorize the Chairman to sign the prepared 

letter and for to send the review response ratifying the prior staff review which 

supported Marysville Borough Council’s adoption of the proposed ordinance 

text supplied with several minor revisions and requesting a subsequent review 

of four other parts if they were omitted with the request. The letter to Spring 

Township Board of Supervisors supported adoption of the proposed ordinance 

with the minor revisions. The motion was seconded by Mr. Rice and passed 

unanimously. 

 

2) Spring Township Zoning Ordinance (New) 

 

See 7.B.1) above. 
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C. Other Matters 

 

1) Intergovernmental Review - Perry County Main Street Revitalization Project 

(PennDOT Multimodal Fund - $2,402,098.65) 

 

Two intergovernmental reviews were received by the office for the PCPC’s 

consideration. The first was for Perry County Main Street Revitalization 

Project. The second review was for the Lakeside Streetscape Project in 

Bloomfield Borough. 

 

An omnibus motion was made by Mrs. Cotton to authorize the chairman to sign 

the prepared letters offering support for both project applications. The motion 

was seconded by Mr. Bartch and passed unanimously. 

 

2) Intergovernmental Review - Lakeside Streetscape Project in Bloomfield 

Borough (PennDOT Multimodal Fund - $376,177.00) 
 

See 7.C.1) above. 

 

3) 2022 LPA Agreement - Spring Township - Level 3 $600.00 (12 hours) 

 

Mr. Finnerty stated two LPA agreements were received for the office for Spring 

and Oliver Townships. A motion was made by Mr. Rice to authorize the 

Chairman to sign all the two LPA program service agreements with Spring and 

Oliver Townships. The motion was seconded by Mr.  Kirk and passed 

unanimously. 

 

4) 2022 LPA Agreement - Oliver Township - Level 3 $600.00 (12 hours) 

 

Addressed in 8.C.3. 

 

5) Rye Township Agricultural Security Area Amendment (Cumberland County 

Tax Parcel No. 09-12-2988-001; Landowner/Applicant: Mr. Barry Simmons - 

East Pennsboro Township and Hamden Township 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Graupensperger to authorize the Chairman to sign 

the letter recommending the Rye Township Supervisors consider adding the 

property to the Township’s ASA to support the positions offered by two 

Cumberland County municipalities (East Pennsboro and Hampden Townships) 

in helping to protect this agricultural property. The motion was seconded by Mr. 

Shaffer and passed unanimously. 

 

6)  TCRPC Recommended Appointments 2022-2023 Term 

 

Mr. Finnerty to read through the PCPC members presently serving on the 

TCRPC who include: Tom Graupensperger, Dan Kirk, Brian Funkhouser, and 

Jim Turner. The two officers are currently Tom Graupensperger Chairman, and 
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Dan Kirk Secretary. Mr. Finnerty opened by mentioning Mr. Funkhouser 

intentions to step down from the PCPC at the end of this year.  

 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chairman Turner adjourned the meeting at 9:05 PM. The next meeting of the Perry County 

Planning Commission is scheduled for Wednesday, December 15, 2021 at 7:00 PM. The 

meeting will be held in the Commissioner’s Hearing Room of the Perry County Veteran’s 

Memorial Building and via Zoom teleconferencing software. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Robert E. Shaffer, Sr. 

       Secretary 

 

  


