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Dear Parishioners and friends 

OPENING OF THE CHURCH FOR MASS 

You will have heard the good news that places of worship have now been given permission 
by the Government to open for communal acts of worship. For we Catholics this means that 
once more we can gather to celebrate Mass together. However, the pandemic continues, and 
so we will need to adhere to the guidance put out by the Government and our Bishops to try 
our best not to add to the spread of the virus.  

The Bishops are very clear that we cannot go ‘back to normal’ just yet and they reaffirm that 
the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays remains suspended. There will still be many of you 
who cannot attend Mass in person, who remain shielding and vulnerable, unable to leave 
home because of advanced age or illness.   

With all this in mind I have decided that, for the time being, we will have only two 
Sunday Masses here at St John’s and they will be at the unusual times of 9.30am and 
11.00am.  

We have measured out the number of places in the church, keeping to the suggested 
distance of 2 metres, and have calculated that we can seat 60 people at a time. There will be 
stewards in place to ensure that the necessary hygiene regulations are kept to as well as to 
aid the traffic flow into and out of the building. I am very grateful to those who have 
volunteered for this key role.  After each Mass the church will be given a good clean. 

When we return to Mass there will be some differences in how the celebration takes place. 
For the time being, there will be no singing and Mass will be shorter than usual. None of this 
detracts from the importance of our encounter with the Risen Christ in the Eucharist – the 
central mystery of our Faith. 

All we can do is see how it goes for now – and adapt our plans as and when we need to do 
so. Please let me know your thoughts as we move forward. 

As we prepare to gather again to worship, let us, respectful of each other, and the 
restrictions still in place, come together in thanksgiving to God for the immense gift of the 
Holy Eucharist. 

I look forward to seeing you at Mass – it is 16 weeks since we last met in this way! 

Fr Séamus 

Parish Priest 


