
 

 

Water Planning Advisory Group 

March 21, 2017  

Meeting Minutes 

A meeting of the Water Planning Council Advisory Group (WPCAG or group) was held at the Public 
Utility Regulatory Authority (PURA), in New Britain, Connecticut. 

 

Members Present: 

Margaret Miner   Rivers Alliance 

Maureen Westbrook  CT Water 

Virginia de Lima   USGS 

Len DeJong   Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition 

Karen Burnaska   Endangered Lands Coalition/CFE 

Bob Young   Middletown Water and Sewer Dept. 

Henry Talmage   CT Farm Bureau 

Richard Sobolewski  OCC 

Tom Tyler   MDC 

Robert Wesneski  Avon Water 

Curtis Anderson   CICA 

Members by Phone: 

David Knauf   Darien Health Department 

Other Attendees: 

Elaine Sistare   CDM Smith 

Donna Landerman  Save Our Water 

Gail Lucchina   PURA 



 

1) Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 1:35 by Maureen.  Maureen stated that there was a quorum.   

 

2) Approval of Minutes – January 17, 2017 and February 21, 2017. 

The January and February minutes were approved with no corrections. 

3) WPC State Water Plan – Elaine Sistare 

Elaine stated that they are working with the Policy Subcommittee on 30 Options and 30 
Challenges.  They are slotting these into either Recommendations or Pathways Forward.  The 
Recommendations portion is at the draft language stage.  Elaine stated that they expect these 
recommendations to become part of the plan.  They have been tasked with pulling out two of the 
priority or prime recommendations.  They are looking at what it is that we have reached 
consensus on.    Elaine also advised that last Friday they submitted Pathways Forward to the Policy 
Subcommittee.  The Pathways Forward document has been seen by the WPC and the Policy 
Subcommittee chair.  Elaine informed the group that there will be four additional meetings 
between now and the end of the project.  The Pathways Forward are steps that the WPC can use 
to move the plan forward.  They are ideas on how this can happen.  Margaret questioned why the 
Policy Chair needed to see these.  She also asked if Bob was asked not to distribute these.  Elaine 
advised that the four special meetings will be held on March 24th, April 19th, May 16th and June 
20th.  She added that the final workshop will be held on April 20th.  She advised that by the date 
of the workshop all work will have been completed but not yet put together totally as a plan. 
Elaine stated that workshop #6 is the WPC and the Steering Committee and there will be two 
periods of public comment.   She advised that the Policy Group will be looking at fatal flaws at 
their meeting on Thursday. 

Elaine advised that there has been significant effort by the Science and Technical group.  They are 
now looking at climate change and the impact of conservation on basin stress.   She added that 
they have changed some terminology.  Virginia stated that it is now Drinking and Industrial Water 
instead of Consumptive Use and Ecological Flow instead of Non-consumptive.  Margaret stated 
that she doesn’t favor Drinking and Industrial Water.  Elaine added that in Phase I there were 
definitions provided and this will have to be included in the final as well.  Virginia stated that she 
liked the terms Consumptive and Non-consumptive.   

The WPCAG was informed that the Quinnipiac Basin will be modeled and it was chosen because 
it has both ground and surface water and it shows moderate stress.  Virginia stated that they 
would also like to look at high seasonal water use and basin stress.   

 



Elaine discussed outstanding comments and said that Virginia is keeping a master list and the bulk 
of the work will be done by April.  Virginia asked if there was a deadline and Elaine suggested April 
4th.  Virginia asked if there will be a review period for the Phase II draft report and Elaine replied 
that it would be two weeks.  Elaine stated that we need specific dates because time is compressed.  
Maureen added that she feels like there will be comments coming in and this will be a huge task 
with little time to do it.  Elaine stated that this will always be a work in progress even when Jack 
is taking this throughout the state.  Maureen asked what the timeframe would be whether it be 
substantive changes or wordsmithing prior to going to the General Assembly.  Elaine and Virginia 
added that Kirk will be providing this information shortly.   Maureen reminded the group that the 
law has been changed so if edits are made they are sent back to the WPC.  She added that it can 
only go back to the WPC once and if the council members disagree then it goes to the Governor.   
Len asked about funding and Elaine replied that no firm statements have been made.   

Len stated that he wanted to acknowledge the great work CDM Smith has done.  He stated that 
they had a very successful Science and Technical meeting under Virginia’s leadership and the 
consultants were present and the group got to consensus.  Virginia and Maureen agreed that CDM 
Smith has done excellent shepherding of the work. 

Elaine stated that the final public meeting will be April 3rd and she asked that people spread the 
word.  Margaret added that the group needs to call people and do personal outreach.   

4) Workgroups –  
Policy Workgroup - Maureen stated that the Steering Committee has been asked to do the least 
and they are confused about why they are here.   Maureen advised that the Policy Group will 
meet on Thursday.  She distributed the recommendations document to the group.  She added 
that the group is being asked to look at their top two recommendations and also any fatal flaws.  
She informed the group that they could give any comments to either her or Margaret prior to 
Thursday’s meeting.  Elaine reminded that we are considering or evaluating in the final document.  
We are not writing law but are making recommendations that may become law.  Virginia added 
that there were thirteen policy papers with each having approximately five recommendations and 
this would be overload for the Legislature.  Thus, the thought was to pick out two things in each 
of these papers that were deemed most important.  Elaine informed the WPCAG that they did not 
have to provide their priorities on all of the papers.  She said that people could go through and 
provide comment on the papers that specifically care about.   

Science and Technical Workgroup –Virginia stated that they had a very productive meeting a 
couple of weeks ago.  She stated that they talked about which basin to use as a test case.  They 
finalized the Quinnipiac as the basin to be used.  She added that Lori had been concerned about 
safe yield and whether it could be addressed.  Virginia stated that it was not a concern and assured 
Lori that it could be addressed and wastewater as well.  She stated that the analysis deals with 
net numbers so it is not a concern.  She informed the group that CDM Smith will make the 
software available so it can be used to model other basins.  She also advised that Glen Warner 



might use it with his students.  She stated that the topic on the next Agenda for her group would 
be what the long term role of the Science and Technical Committee would be.   

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:50 

 

Minutes prepared by Gail Lucchina, PURA 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


