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This curriculum is designed 
with two main things in mind:
1) We want to see your students grow in 

their understanding and passion for people 

around the world and their encounter 

with Jesus.

2) We want to help raise money for proj-

ects that are currently being used to bring 

the gospel to these various people groups.

With these goals in mind we have put 

together five lesson plans that walk your 

students through the acronym T-H-U-M-B. 

These letters represent five major world-

views: Tribal, Hindu, Unreligious, Muslim, 

and Buddhist. 

Students will learn about people within 

these religious groups. They will see how 

they live, what they believe, and how the 

gospel can reach them. They will also learn 

about projects that are currently being 

used to help spread the love of God and His 

message of hope to these people groups. 

Your students will be given an opportunity 

to raise financial support for each of the 

projects they learn about. 

VIDEOS:
Each week will begin with a video in-

troducing the people group in focus. The 

student handbook has a fill-in-the-blank 

page designed to accompany the video. 

You can have students write as they watch 

the video or use it as a recap once they are 

done watching. 

GLOSSARY:
Throughout our lessons your students will 

encounter unfamiliar words. To help them 

navigate these terms they will be creating 

a glossary as they go. This glossary can be 

found in the back of their handbook. There 

are words we’ve included that we have a 

hunch might be new to your students, but 

we’ve also left space for any extra words 

they want to add. Some definitions are 

given in the text but feel free to look up the 

technical definitions and adjust them for 

your student’s understanding. 

GENEROUS JARS:
At the beginning of each week your stu-

dents will add a sticker to their generous 

jar for the people group in focus. They will 

be encouraged to fill the jar with money 

throughout the week. At the end of the 

study they can donate it to Pioneers to 

help with the work being done among the 

people groups they have learned about.

Why the jar?

We realize that it is probably most practical 

for you to make an online donation rather 

than sending in an envelope full of change. 

We suggest you make donations match-

ing the amount your students raised in 

their jars. Please feel free to adjust your 

fundraising in any way that works best for 

your group. Here’s why we’ve decided to 

use generous jars:

1) We think it’s important for students 

to have a tangible way to give. They can 

watch their money accumulate and get 

excited about it. 

2) We believe it involves students on a 

deeper level if we allow them to interact 

with money and giving in terms that make 

sense to them. It means more to a child to 

put five hard-earned dollars into a jar than 

it does to hear that mom or dad gave five 

dollars online.

3) We want it to serve as a reminder to 

pray for the people we are learning about. 

We hope that by having a jar sitting on the 

counter, these people groups will come to 

mind more often throughout the week.

4) Collecting money in a jar creates the 

added opportunity for you to discuss math, 

fiscal responsibility, and biblical generosity 

with your students. 

5) We believe the more hands-on learning 

we provide throughout the week, the more 

likely your students will be to engage with 

and internalize the material. 

MAILER:
When you signed up for this curriculum 

you should have received a package in the 

mail. Included in the package is a set of 

stickers that spell T-H-U-M-B. These stick-

ers will be used on your student’s generous 

jar throughout the study. Be sure to keep 

them in a safe place and be ready to use 

them on Day One of each week.

If you did not receive these stickers (or 

have misplaced them) please contact 

worldviews@pioneers.org for a replace-

ment. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 
Each week we want to provide you will 

additional resources and ideas to enable 

you and your students to dive into this 

topic of missions with as much gumption 

as you’d like. Some suggestions (such as ad-

ditional videos and activities) are included 

on day five of each week. Below is a list of 

suggested reading if you’re considering a 

deeper study.

Missionary Stories With The Millers

By Mildred A. Martin

This is a collection of short stories about 

missionaries from all over the world. Each 

story is only a few pages long, and most in-

clude some adventure or miracle. There are 

stories from each worldview your students 

will be studying.

Wonderful Houses Around The World

By Yoshio Komatsu

Using photographs and drawings, this book 

takes students on a tour of homes around 

the globe.

Hidden Heroes Series

By Rebecca Davis

Each book in this series focuses on a region 

and tells true missionary stories that take 

place there.

Trailblazer Books

By Dave and Neta Jackson 

Each book in this series tells about the life 

of a particular Christian hero. You can find 

stories of missionaries working among 

people from almost every major world-

view. 

BEFORE YOU BEGIN...
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Your students will watch the introduction video and begin to grapple with that week’s worldview. 

They will locate people groups on their map and get a feel for where they live. They will also start to 

think about a specific people group who have that week’s worldview. They won’t learn much about 

them on the first day, but they will create their generous jars and start to pray for them and the 

missionaries among them.

Students will take a deeper look at the week’s worldview and how it compares to the biblical 

worldview. Day two is almost entirely dedicated to this exercise. It will have students looking up quite 

a bit of Scripture and thinking through some heavy concepts. You will end the day by watching the 

ministry video and praying for God’s work inside the particular culture in focus.

Students will learn a bit more about the particular people group and the way they live through 

looking at the cultural snapshot page. They will also learn a Bible verse to help them think about 

God’s heart for people who live with the worldview they are learning about.

After learning about the worldview, and a culture within it, we hope your students will begin to 

think of ways that they could share the gospel with people who have that worldview. On Day 4 they 

will be given the chance to think more specifically about how the gospel pertains to a person’s views 

and practices. They will also make a traditional cultural snack and experience their food firsthand.

Students will learn a bit about activities and arts within the culture they are learning about. We’ve 

also included some additional exercises and ideas if you’d like to go further.

Day 3

Day 4

Day 5

Day 1

Day 2

TEACHER’S GUIDE
WEEKLY OVERVIEW
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PLAN AHEAD
SUPPLY LIST

WEEK ONE

• pencils

• crayons or markers

• scissors

• glue

• an empty jar

• a blank picture book (or paper 

  and a stapler to make your own)

• cornmeal

• agave

• chia seeds

• cinnamon

• material for huarache soles 

  (rubber mats or old shoe soles 

  work best but you can also use 

  cardboard or craft foam)

• para cord or shoe laces

• drill and bit (optional)

WEEK TWO

• pencils

• crayons or markers

• scissors

• glue

• Henna art kit (optional)

• whole wheat flour

• oil

• salt

• a piece of solid color fabric

• rubber stamp

• fabric paint

• sponge

• paint brush

WEEK FIVE

• pencils

• crayons or markers

• scissors

• glue

• agar agar powder

• sugar

• coconut milk

• salt

• 12 paper clips

• 6 different colored strips of 

   paper tape

WEEK FOUR

• pencils

• crayons or markers

• scissors

• glue

• garlic

• canned chickpeas

• tahini paste

• lemon juice

• oil

• craft sand (or salt)

• food coloring

• glass jar

• funnel

WEEK THREE

• pencils

• crayons or markers

• scissors

• glue

• cottage cheese

• red onion

• butter

• sour cream

• paprika

• salt

• caraway seeds

• eggs

• egg dye

• red onion peel

• white crayon or wax pencil

• freshly picked leaves

• nylon stockings

• embroidery needle (or other 

   sharp point for etching)
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INTRODUCTION
DAY ONE

G O D ’ S  S T O R Y

To begin your worldviews study, we invite you to read God’s Story with your students. It is a familar 

summary of the gospel but it’s aim is to invite your students in on sharing His story with the world. Make 

sure to leave time to talk through these concepts with your students who may have questions.

W H AT  I S  T- H - U - M - B ?

For simplicity, we are using the acronym T-H-U-M-B to discuss the five main worldviews at hand. This is 

not an exhaustive list of worldviews. These five are a main focus at Pioneers because they are considered 

unreached people groups. Feel free to talk with your students about other worldviews as well. For an added 

exercise, consider having your students make art using their thumb print. As they do, talk with them about 

how God has made everyone unique. Ask questions like:

• “Why do you think God made everyone different?”

• “Does God have the same plan for everyone?”

• “What special place do you think God has for you in His story?”

• “Do you think God loves the people that have never heard about Him?”

W H AT  I S  A  W O R L D V I E W ?

Your students may not be familar with the idea of a worldview. We give a short explanation but be sure to 

elaborate where students may need more information. Understanding that people operate from the lens of 

their particular worldview is a crucial part of evangelism. We want your students to begin a foundation of 

reaching people with the person’s worldview in mind. 

P R AY E R

Please pray for your students as they begin this study. We believe that God has a heart for using our children 

to advance His kingdom. We also believe that if they catch a vision for their unique place in the world, they 

will be more prepared to love God and love people wherever they go.
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TRIBAL
DAY ONE

V I D E O

To watch the Tribal video, go to world-views.com/tribal

Before watching, talk to your students about what they think Tribal means. Ask, “What are some ideas we 

have about who Tribal people are?” And pray together that God would help you learn to love Tribal people 

the way that He does. 

G E N E R O U S  J A R S

As they decorate their jars, let your students know that they will be learning about the Tarahumara this 

week.  Ask questions like: 

• “What do you think their culture is like?”

• “How do you think missionaries are helping them?”

T R I B A L  I N T R O

Read through the Tribal introduction page. Help students fill in any blanks they missed and discuss the ideas 

of Holism, Spiritualism, Power, and Community with them. Ask questions like: 

• “What parts of Holism do you think are true? What parts do you disagree with?” 

• “Why do you think a person has success in life? Is it because he is at harmony with the spiritual realm?”

• “In what ways do you live like power might be important? What did Jesus teach about power?”

• “Do you think community is important? Why or why not?”

There will be time later to discuss how Tribal beliefs compare to Scripture. Right now, use these questions as 

a way to help your students begin to think about their own worldview and how it compares to others.

FILL-IN-THE-BLANK ANSWERS:

Most Tribal people believe that objects around them have spirits inside them. This belief system is called 

Animism.

Almost all Tribal people have a deep sense of fear.

Some Tribal people worship their ancestors.

Most Tribal people do not have holy books, but pass down their beliefs through 

storytelling.

M A P

Help children locate the countries on the map. Talk with them about how Tribal people groups are usually 

found in places that are remote and don’t have a lot of outside influence. 
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TRIBAL
DAY ONE

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Tribal people.

G L O S S A R Y

Go back and look for words that your students are unfamiliar with. Have them look up definitions and write 

them down in their glossaries. Some words your students have encountered today that may be unfamiliar are:

worldview: the way that a person looks at the world

animism: the belief that spirits can inhabit objects, animals, people, or places in nature

holism: the belief that everything that exists is connected in a spiritual way

spiritualism: the belief that everything is connected to the spiritual world
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TRIBAL
DAY TWO

D O  C H R I S T I A N S  A N D  T R I B A L  P E O P L E  H AV E  T H E  S A M E  W O R L D V I E W ?

Today you will walk your students through the concepts of Origins, God, Man, Sin, Salvation, and Death. 

Every worldview has ideas about these concepts, and we want your students to wrestle with how the Bible 

explains these concepts compared to how a Tribal person would think of them.

Talk with your students about each concept and help them look up the corresponding verses. Have them 

write down notes as you discuss the similarities and differences. 

Help them to see areas where Tribal people believe truth. These are places where God has given some 

common ground and opportunity for connection.

Also help them see where Tribal beliefs diverge from truth. These are areas where the gospel can penetrate 

and have relevance.

G E N E R O U S  J A R S

After watching the video your students may want to think of ways to fill their generous jars. This week we 

encouraged them to tell friends and family about the Tarahumara and ask if they want to help by donating 

money. Feel free to help your students think of a particular person to talk to, or come up with their own 

strategy for filling their jars.

V I D E O

To watch the Tarahumara Project video, go to world-views.com/tribal

Your students will watch a video about the Tarahumara people and what missionaries are doing among 

them. Before you play the video, say to your students:

“Today we will start learning more about the Tarahumara. This video tells us a little bit about how 

missionaries are working to bring them the gospel. Let’s see how we can help.”

G L O S S A R Y

Go back and look for words that your students are unfamiliar with. Have them look up definitions and write 

them down in their glossaries.  Some words your students have encountered today that may be unfamiliar are:

rituals: religious ceremonies with specific actions done in specific orders

sorcery: using supernatural power that is gained from working with evil spirits

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Tribal people.
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TRIBAL
DAY THREE

B I B L E  V E R S E

“We have chosen John 10:10 as the Bible verse for Tribal people. Talk with your students about why this 

verse might help them remember God’s heart for Tribal people. As your students color their sheets, ask 

questions like:

• “What does it mean to have an abundant life?”

• “Who is the thief that comes to steal, kill, and destroy?”

• “How does he work hard to oppress Tribal people?”

Have them use the coloring sheet as a tool to memorize the verse or as a reminder to pray for Tribal people.

C U LT U R A L  S N A P S H O T

Your students will take a closer look at the Tarahumara culture as they read over the fact sheet. Help 

students think through how their lives are similar to or different from the Tarahumara people. 

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Tribal people.

G L O S S A R Y

Go back and look for words that your students are unfamiliar with. Have them look up definitions and write 

them down in their glossaries. Some words your students have encountered today that may be unfamiliar are:

adobe: a mixture of mud and straw dried in the sun to form solid bricks

plateau: high, flat ground

ravine: deep and narrow gorge usually surrounded by high walls
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S H A R I N G  G O D ’ S  S T O R Y 

This exercise is designed to help your students think through their own place in God’s story. Talk to them 

about the special job they have as followers of Jesus to share the gospel.  

Sharing the gospel with Tribal people is mainly done through what missionaries call “storying.” This is the 

idea of walking people through the Bible in the form of stories. Sometimes people begin at Genesis and work 

their way up to the story of Jesus. Each story is used to communicate a particular truth and to pave the way 

for the salvation message. 

An animistic worldview is highly based on spirits and power. Many times Tribal people might feel helpless 

against the power of spirits. A good story to share with them might be a story from the gospels of Jesus’ 

power over spirits. 

Mark 1:21-34

Matthew 8:28-34

Mark 5:1-17

Mark 5:25-43

Talk with your students about how some cultures are nonliterate. They don’t use writing to communicate. 

Often this means that they are able to retain incredible amounts of information because they are very good 

at memorizing what they hear. Because of this, God could use a simple story to start a movement as it is 

retold again and again.

S N A C K

Today your students will have the opportunity to taste some Tarahumara food. Talk with them about what 

they expect and how it compares to food they are used to eating. Make sure to use it as an opportunity to 

incorporate math as your students measure and follow steps.

TRIBAL
DAY FOUR

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Tribal people.

G L O S S A R Y

Go back and look for words that your students are unfamiliar with. Have them look up definitions and write 

them down in their glossaries. Some words your students have encountered today that may be unfamiliar are:

storying: an approach to sharing the gospel that uses verbal communication to teach stories from the Bible

kobisi: a sweetened flour made from ground corn and spices
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TRIBAL
DAY FIVE

R U N  L I K E  T H E  T A R A H U M A R A 

The Tarahumara people have a long history of running with great endurance. It was their abilities that 

sparked the “barefoot” running movement. Talk with your students about why the Tarahumara run. Ask 

things like:

• “How do you think their environment has shaped their ability to run?”

• “Why would running be useful to them?” 

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Tribal people.

G L O S S A R Y

At the end of your time studying the Tribal worldview, consider reviewing the glossary words your students 

have been learning. Make it a matching game:

Use two flashcards for each word. One has the word itself, the other has the definition. Have your students 

try to match each word with its definition. 

G E N E R O U S  J A R S

To wrap up the Tribal portion of your generous jar  remind your students that every 25 dollars raised buys a 

water filtration system for the Tarahumara people. Any money raised also gets matched by Sonlight and goes 

towards sending missionaries to the field. Have your students count their money and see how many water 

filters they were able to help fund. You can choose to end the Tribal portion of your jar in a couple different 

ways:

1) Return the money to the jar after counting it, and keep it accumulating throughout the study. You might 

want to have your students keep a tally of how much they raise for every worldview as they go.

2) Empty your jar and donate the amount you have raised for each week as you go. If you would like to do 

this you can donate your Tribal funds on the website: world-views.com/tribal
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TRIBAL
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

P I O N E E R S  V I D E O

If you’d like to hear more about the Tarahumara people, consider watching the video titled “Tarahumara” on 

the Pioneers website: pioneers.org. It explains the origin of Tarahumara tradition of long-distance running 

and provides more insight into the missionary work among them.

S C I E N C E  P R O J E C T

As your students learn about running and test their endurance, you can talk with them about lung capacity 

through this science experiment found at www.sciencekids.co.nz

What you’ll need:

• Clean plastic tubing

• A large plastic bottle

• Water

• Kitchen sink or large water basin

 

Instructions:

1. Make sure the plastic tubing is clean

2. Put about 10cm of water into your kitchen sink.

3. Fill the plastic bottle right to the top with water.

4. Put your hand over the top of the bottle to stop water escaping when you turn it  upside down.

5. Turn the bottle upside down. Place the top of the bottle under the water in the sink before removing your 

hand.

6. Push one end of the plastic tube into the bottle.

7. Take a big breath in.

8. Breathe out as much air as you can through the tube.

9. Quickly cover the opening of the tube with your hand to keep the air in.

9. Measure the volume of air your lungs had in them.

10. Make sure you clean up the area to finish.

 

What’s happening? As you breathe out through the tube, the air from your lungs takes the place of the 

water in the bottle. If you made sure you took a big breath in and breathed out fully then the resulting 

volume of water you pushed out is equivalent to how much air your lungs can hold. Having a big air capacity 

in your lungs means you can distribute oxygen around your body at a faster rate. The air capacity of lungs 

(or VO2 max) increases naturally as children grow up but can also be increased with regular exercise.
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HINDU
DAY ONE

V I D E O

To watch the Hindu video, go to world-views.com/hindu

Before watching, talk to your students about what they think being Hindu means. Ask, “What are some 

ideas we have about who Hindu people are?” And pray together that God would help you learn to love Hindu 

people the way that He does. 

G E N E R O U S  J A R S

As they decorate their jars, let your students know that they will be learning about some special women and 

children in India this week.  Ask questions like: 

• “What do you think Indian culture is like?”

• “How do you think missionaries are helping them?”

H I N D U  I N T R O

Read through the Hindu introduction page. Help students fill in any blanks they missed and discuss the 

contradictions within Hindu beliefs about God, The Vedas, Truth, and Worship. Ask questions like: 

• “What does it mean to have contradictions in a worldview?” 

• “What are some ways people think the biblical worldview has contradictions?”

• “When something is hard to understand or explain, does it mean that it is untrue?”

• “What do you think makes something true or untrue?”

There will be time later to discuss how Hindu beliefs compare to Scripture. Right now, use these questions as 

a way to help your students begin to think about their own worldview and how it compares to others.

FILL-IN-THE-BLANK ANSWERS:

Hinduism has over 300 million gods. Each of these gods is considered a part of the supreme god Brahman.

To be united with Brahman you must live many different lifetimes. The belief that after a person dies he or 

she comes back to live a different life on earth is called reincarnation.

Hindus believe that the choices you make will result in either a better life or a worse life. This idea is known 

as karma.

Hindus believe that each person has a responsibility to live a good life. When they do it creates balance in 

the universe. This is called dharma.

M A P

Help children locate the countries on the map. Talk with them about how Hindu people are mostly 

concentrated in India and places immediately surrounding it. Notice how you can guess where the religion 

originated by looking at the map.



WORLD-VIEWS16

HINDU
DAY ONE

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Hindu people.

G L O S S A R Y

Go back and look for words that your students are unfamiliar with. Have them look up definitions and write 

them down in their glossaries. Some words your students have encountered today that may be unfamiliar are:

contradiction: affirming two ideas that are opposite of one another

Vedas: ancient Hindu scriptures

reincarnation: the rebirth of a soul into a new body (or form)
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HINDU
DAY TWO

D O  C H R I S T I A N S  A N D  H I N D U S  H AV E  T H E  S A M E  W O R L D V I E W ?

Today you will walk your students through the concepts of Origins, God, Man, Sin, Salvation, and Death. 

Every worldview has ideas about these concepts, and we want your students to wrestle with how the Bible 

explains these concepts compared to how a Hindu person would think of them.

Talk with your students about each concept and help them look up the corresponding verses. Have them 

write down notes as you discuss the similarities and differences. 

Help them to see areas where Hindu people believe truth. These are places where God has given some 

common ground and opportunity for connection.

Also help them see where Hindu beliefs diverge from truth. These are areas where the gospel can penetrate 

and have relevance.

G E N E R O U S  J A R S

After watching the video your students may want to think of ways to fill their generous jars. The video 

encourages your students to make and sell crafts as a way to raise money. Feel free to help them do this or 

think of their own creative way to get other people involved.

V I D E O

To watch the India HIV Project video, go to world-views.com/hindu

Your students will watch a video about Indian women and children with HIV and what missionaries are 

doing among them. Before you play the video you might want to help your students understand a bit about 

HIV and how it can isolate people. Say to them:

“Today we will learn about a group of people who live with a sickness called HIV. It affects your blood and 

makes it very hard for your body to fight off germs. In India, people with HIV aren’t able to be a normal part 

of society. Let’s watch and see how missionaries are helping them.”

G L O S S A R Y

Go back and look for words that your students are unfamiliar with. Have them look up definitions and write 

them down in their glossaries. Some words your students have encountered today that may be unfamiliar are:

karma: the belief that a person’s actions determine their position in this life and the next life

dharma: living a good life that creates balance in the universe

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Hindu people.
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HINDU
DAY THREE

B I B L E  V E R S E

We have chosen Matthew 11:28 as the Bible verse for Hindu people. Talk with your students about why 

this verse might help them remember God’s heart for Hindu people. As your students color their sheets, ask 

questions like:

• “What does it mean to be weary and heavy-laden?”

• “Why would a Hindu feel so weary?”

• “How would Jesus’ offer of rest be good news to a Hindu?”

Have them use this coloring sheet as a tool to memorize the verse or as a reminder to pray for Hindu people.  

C U LT U R A L  S N A P S H O T

Your students will take a closer look at the Indian culture as they read over the fact sheet. Help students 

think through how their lives are similar to or different from people living in India. 

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Hindu people.

G L O S S A R Y

Go back and look for words that your students are unfamiliar with. Have them look up definitions and write 

them down in their glossaries. Some words your students have encountered today that may be unfamiliar are:

sari: traditional Indian dress

moksha: In Hinduism, it is the state in which a person is united with Brahman and stops existing as an 

individual
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S H A R I N G  G O D ’ S  S T O R Y 

This exercise is designed to help your students think through their own place in God’s story. Talk to them 

about the special job they have as followers of Jesus to share the gospel.  

We have encouraged your students to use the story of the prodigal son as a way to share the gospel with 

Hindus. Here are some reasons why:

• The Hindu worldview lacks forgiveness. They are governed by the laws of karma and deeply long for a 

way to be forgiven and freed from the consequences of their sin. The story of the prodigal son reveals God’s 

forgiveness in a way that can speak to the heart of a Hindu.

• The Hindu worldview also lacks a personal relationship with God. They do not see God as having a unique 

love for them as individuals. The story of the prodigal son shows God’s passionate and personal love for His 

children. 

• The story of the prodigal son also helps illustrate a biblical view of the consequences of sin. Sin separates us 

from a personal relationship with God and keeps us far from Him unless we repent.

For other story ideas or for design ideas visit hennastories.org. This website shows you how to take a Bible 

story and turn it into henna art.

In the handbook your students are told to use the template and simply draw their designs. We suggest 

ordering a real henna kit and letting them practice their henna Bible story with a friend or sibling. A good 

place to order one is Amazon.com. For a more temporary kit, consider ALEX Spa Totally Henna.

S N A C K

Today your students will have the opportunity to taste some Indian food. Talk with them about what 

they expect and how it compares to food they are used to eating. Make sure to use it as an opportunity to 

incorporate math as your students measure and follow steps.

HINDU
DAY FOUR

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Hindu people.

G L O S S A R Y

Go back and look for words that your students are unfamiliar with. Have them look up definitions and write 

them down in their glossaries. Some words your students have encountered today that may be unfamiliar are:

Henna: a traditional Indian form of art used to adorn hands and feet

Paratha: a simple unleavened bread eaten in India
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HINDU
DAY FIVE

C R A F T  L I K E  T H E  P E O P L E  O F  I N D I A

This project teaches your students how to make fabric like those used by the Indian women working 

at Tabby’s. A Pioneers couple, in partnership with an Indian Christian ministry, launched Tabby’s in 

March 2013. They train women living with HIV to do handwork and needlework that is sold locally and 

internationally. As your students craft, ask things like:

“How do you think it would feel for these women to find jobs?”

“Why would it be an opportunity for them to understand the gospel?” 

Your students are instructed to do this craft using rubber stamps. If you have a more advanced student 

you can have them create a block for block printing. This would require wood and chisels. Have students 

carefully chisel their design into a flat piece of wood. Once completed, they can use this block instead of a 

rubber stamp.

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Hindu people.

G L O S S A R Y

At the end of your time studying the Hindu worldview, consider reviewing the glossary words your 

students have been learning. Make it a matching game:

Use two flashcards for each word. One has the word itself, the other has the definition. Have your students 

try to match each word with its definition. 

G E N E R O U S  J A R S

To wrap up the Hindu portion of your generous jar  remind your students that every 13 dollars raised buys 

a week of HIV medication for a woman in India. Any money raised also gets matched by Sonlight and goes 

towards sending missionaries to the field. Have your students count their money and see how many weeks 

of medication they were able to help fund. You can choose to end the Hindu portion of your jar in a couple 

different ways:

1) Return the money to the jar after counting it, and keep it accumulating throughout the study. You might 

want to have your students keep a tally of how much they raise for every worldview as they go.

2) Empty your jar and donate the amount you have raised for each week as you go. If you would like to do 

this you can donate your Hindu funds on the website: world-views.com/hindu
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HINDU
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

P I O N E E R S  V I D E O

If you’d like to hear more about the India HIV Project, consider watching the video titled “Rani’s Story” on 

the Pioneers website: pioneers.org. It follows the story of a woman named Rani who found hope through the 

India HIV project.

S C I E N C E  P R O J E C T

As your students learn about women with HIV, consider teaching them about the immune system and how it 

works. HIV affects our body’s ability to fight off sickness. Use this experiment found at www.livestrong.com:

What you’ll need:

• petri dish (2)

•  agar solution

• cleaning solution

• cotton swabs

 

Instructions:

Test the house for germs by using a Petri dish with an agar solution on the bottom. Agar, a gelatin made 

from seaweed, can be purchased at health food stores. Let your budding scientist wipe a cotton swab on 

any surface in the house and then wipe it on the agar in the Petri dish. Set the dish aside for several days 

to see how much bacteria grows. Try another version of this experiment by wiping the surfaces in your 

home with a cleaning solution such as bleach and water. Then test each area for germs by wiping them with 

cotton swabs and then wiping the swabs in agar solution in a Petri dish. The children should notice that the 

cleaning solution attacked the bacteria much the same way our immune system attacks germs.

T A B B Y ’ S  S T O R E

If you’d like to buy any of the beautiful handmade items that are produced by HIV-positive Indian women, 

shop online at tabbys.org.
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UNRELIGIOUS
DAY ONE

V I D E O

To watch the Unreligious video, go to world-views.com/unreligious

Before watching the Unreligious video, talk to your students about what they think being Unreligious 

means. Ask, “What are some ideas you have about who Unreligious people are?” And pray together that God 

would help you learn to love Unreligious people the way that He does. 

G E N E R O U S  J A R S

As they decorate their jars, let your students know that they will be learning about children in Hungary. 

Ask questions like: 

• “What do you think Hungarian culture is like?”

• “How do you think missionaries are helping children there?”

U N R E L I G I O U S  I N T R O

Read through the Unreligious introduction page. Help students fill in any blanks they missed and discuss the 

main groups of Unreligious people: Atheists, Agnostics, Free Thinkers, and Humanists. Ask questions like: 

• “How is atheism different from agnosticism?” 

• “What are some things that might make a person doubt God’s existence?”

• “Does being Unreligious mean you do not have a set of beliefs?”

• “What do you think makes something true or untrue?”

There will be time later to discuss how Unreligious beliefs compare to Scripture. Right now, use these 

questions as a way to help your students begin to think about their own worldview and how it compares to 

others.

FILL-IN-THE-BLANK ANSWERS:

Most Unreligious people believe that scientific discoveries prove that the earth has no creator.

The idea that nothing spiritual or supernatural happens is called naturalism. 

An Unreligious person believes that there is no spiritual aspect to humanity and that people stop existing 

after they die. 

Believing in the human ability to solve problems and make right decisions without God’s help is called 

humanism.

M A P

Help children locate the countries on the map. Talk with them about how Unreligious people can be found 

in places where the gospel’s presence has dwindled. Talk about the growing number of Unreligious people in 

America and what that shows them about the gospel here.
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UNRELIGIOUS
DAY ONE

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Unreligious people.

G L O S S A R Y

Go back and look for words that your students are unfamiliar with. Have them look up definitions and write 

them down in their glossaries. Some words your students have encountered today that may be unfamiliar are:

naturalism: the belief that nothing spiritual or supernatural happens

relativism: the belief that right and wrong are not universal but are defined by an individual or society

atheism: the lack of belief in a god or gods

agnosticism: the belief that if a god exists he is unknowable 

free thinker: a person who rejects religious ideas based on his or her own logic and reason

humanism: the belief that humans (not any divinity) are the most significant source of reason, morality, and 

fullness
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UNRELIGIOUS
DAY TWO

D O  C H R I S T I A N S  A N D  U N R E L I G I O U S  P E O P L E  H AV E  T H E  S A M E  W O R L D V I E W ?

Today you will walk your students through the concepts of Origins, God, Man, Sin, Salvation, and Death. 

Every worldview has ideas about these concepts, and we want your students to wrestle with how the Bible 

explains these concepts compared to how an Unreligious person would think of them.

Talk with your students about each concept and help them look up the corresponding verses. Have them 

write down notes as you discuss the similarities and differences. 

Help them to see areas where Unreligious people believe truth. These are places where God has given some 

common ground and opportunity for connection.

Also help them see where Unreligious beliefs diverge from truth. These are areas where the gospel can 

penetrate and have relevance.

G E N E R O U S  J A R S

After watching the video your students may want to think of ways to fill their generous jars. The video 

encourages students to ask friends and family to donate things they no longer need for a garage sale. Feel 

free to scale this idea down (bake sale, lemonade stand) or to help students think of their own way to fill their 

jars.

V I D E O

To watch the Hungary Project video, go to world-views.com/unreligious

Your students will watch a video about Hungarian children and what missionaries are doing among them. 

Before you play the video, say to your students:

“Today we will start learning more about kids in a country called Hungary. This video tells us a little bit 

about how missionaries are working to bring them the gospel. Let’s see how we can help.”

G L O S S A R Y

Go back and look for words that your students are unfamiliar with. Have them look up definitions and write 

them down in their glossaries. Some words your students have encountered today that may be unfamiliar are:

post-Christendom: the loss of Christianity as a primary worldview 

self-fulfillment: making yourself happy through your own ability to achieve goals and desires 

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Unreligious people.
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UNRELIGIOUS
DAY THREE

B I B L E  V E R S E

We have chosen 1 Corinthians 2:9 as the Bible verse for Unreligious people. Talk with your students about 

why this verse might help them remember God’s heart for Unreligious people. As your students color their 

sheets, ask questions like:

• “What do you think God is preparing for those who love Him?”

• “Why would an Unreligious person have a hard time believing in God?”

• “How would knowing Jesus bring joy to an Unreligious person?”

Encourage your students to hang up their Unreligious verse in their rooms or on a mirror. Have them use it 

as a tool to memorize the verse or as a reminder to pray for Unreligious people.

C U LT U R A L  S N A P S H O T

Your students will take a closer look at the Hungarian culture as they read over the fact sheet. Help students 

think through how their lives are similar to or different from children in Hungary. 

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Unreligious people.

G L O S S A R Y

Go back and look for words that your students are unfamiliar with. Have them look up definitions and write 

them down in their glossaries. Some words your students have encountered today that may be unfamiliar are:

thatched roof: dried plant materials layered together to form a weather-sealed roof

satisfaction: becoming happy through having your needs met or expectations exceeded 
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S H A R I N G  G O D ’ S  S T O R Y 

This exercise is designed to help your students think through their own place in God’s story. Talk to them 

about the special job they have as followers of Jesus to share the gospel.  

Sharing the gospel with an Unreligious person is most effective in the context of friendship. Have your 

students think through ways that they could display the gospel as a good friend. Here are some ideas:

Include people in an activity who are usually left out

Be a servant on your sports team (fill water bottles, pass the ball, etc.)

Be there for a friend in a time of need

Help a neighbor 

Make a wise choice in front of a friend (tell the truth, avoid gossip, etc.)

As your students think through scenarios, have them think about how to answer the questions they might 

be asked. Encourage them to use Scripture in their answers. Example:

“Why do you always fill everyone’s water bottles?”

“Well, did you know that Jesus was the King of the Universe and was worshiped in heaven before He came 

to earth? When He came He didn’t come as a King but as a servant and He gave up His rights to serve others. 

If Jesus could have the attitude of a servant even though He was a King, I think I can manage to fill up a few 

water bottles to serve my team.”

(Philippians 2:5-8)

S N A C K

Today your students will have the opportunity to taste some Hungarian food. Talk with them about what 

they expect and how it compares to food they are used to eating. Make sure to use it as an opportunity to 

incorporate math as your students measure and follow steps.

UNRELIGIOUS
DAY FOUR

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Unreligious people.

G L O S S A R Y

Go back and look for words that your students are unfamiliar with. Have them look up definitions and write 

them down in their glossaries. Some words your students have encountered today that may be unfamiliar are:

scenario: an imagined event or events 

paprika: a powdered spice made from dried peppers 
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UNRELIGIOUS
DAY FIVE

C R A F T  L I K E  H U N G A R I A N S

In this activity your students are given a choice to decorate eggs using several different methods. The 

traditional way to dye eggs in Hungary is to use red onion skins. If you’d like to use this method then simply 

boil onion skins in water and once the water has been colored you can set your hard-boiled eggs into it to 

soak up the dye. The color of the eggs turns out to be a brownish red. If you prefer to have your students use 

other colors then consider ordering an egg dying kit online. 

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Unreligious people.

G L O S S A R Y

At the end of your time studying the Unreligious worldview, consider reviewing the glossary words your 

students have been learning. Make it a matching game:

Use two flashcards for each word. One has the word itself, the other has the definition. Have your students 

try to match each word with its definition. 

G E N E R O U S  J A R S

To wrap up the Unreligious portion of your generous jar  remind your students that every 7 dollars raised 

buys evangelistic booklets for children and their families. Any money raised also gets matched by Sonlight 

and goes towards sending missionaries to the field. Have your students count their money and see how 

many booklets they were able to help fund. You can choose to end the Unreligious portion of your jar in a 

couple different ways:

1) Return the money to the jar after counting it, and keep it accumulating throughout the study. You might 

want to have your students keep a tally of how much they raise for every worldview as they go.

2) Empty your jar and donate the amount you have raised for each week as you go. If you would like to do 

this you can donate your Unreligious funds on the website: world-views.com/unreligious
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UNRELIGIOUS
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

P H O T O S  /  V I D E O S

If you’d like to learn more about the Hungary Project, consider looking through the Mercer Family’s blog 

found on their website: mercerfamily.com. It has pictures and stories from their children’s camps and other 

local ministry events.

S C I E N C E  P R O J E C T

Make your own dissolving ball

What you’ll need:

• baking soda

• vinegar

• water

• bouncy ball (or other small object)

 

Instructions:

1) Mix a small amount of water into your baking soda until it is just wet enough to keep the shape of a ball

2) Form your baking soda ball around your object

3) Allow your ball to dry for several hours or overnight 

4) Pour vinegar over your baking soda ball and watch it fizz

What’s happening? Vinegar is an acid while baking soda is an alkali. When put together they neutralize 

each other. This reaction causes a release of carbon dioxide, creating the fizzing effect.

R U B I K S  C U B E

Your students might be interested to learn that the Rubiks Cube was invented by a Hungarian named Erno 

Rubik. You can have students take turns trying to solve it as you talk about science and mathematics.
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MUSLIM
DAY ONE

V I D E O

To watch the Muslim video, go to world-views.com/muslim

Before watching the Muslim video, talk to your students about what they think “Muslim” means. Ask, “What 

are some ideas we have about who Muslim people are?” And pray together that God would help you learn to 

love Muslim people the way that He does. 

G E N E R O U S  J A R S

As they decorate their jars, let your students know that they will be learning about Iraqi and Syrian refugees 

this week.  Ask questions like: 

• “What do you think it feels like to be a refugee?”

• “How do you think missionaries are helping them?”

M U S L I M  I N T R O

Read through the Muslim introduction page. Help students fill in any blanks they missed and discuss the 

Five Pillars of Islam with them. Ask questions like: 

• “How are the Five Pillars similar to things you do? How are they different?” 

• “Why do you think these things are important to a Muslim?”

• “Why is prayer, or giving, or confession of faith important to you?”

There will be time later to discuss how Islamic beliefs compare to Scripture. Right now, use these questions as 

a way to help your students begin to think about their own worldview and how it compares to others.

FILL-IN-THE-BLANK ANSWERS

Muslim people follow the religion of Islam, which means submission. 

They believe in a holy book called the Quran, and in a prophet named Mohammed. 

Muslim people do many things to earn favor with Allah like praying five times a day, and fasting during 

their holy month of Ramadan.

They believe that one day everyone will be brought back to life and receive judgement based on their 

actions. Those who have done enough to please Allah will enter paradise with him.

M A P

Help children locate the countries on the map. Talk with them about how they can tell where Muslim people 

groups originated. Have them imagine how this worldview spread.
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MUSLIM
DAY ONE

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Muslim people.

G L O S S A R Y

Go back and look for words that your students are unfamiliar with. Have them look up definitions and write 

them down in their glossaries. Some words your students have encountered today that may be unfamiliar are:

Islam: word literally meaning “submission to the will of God” but today is used to define a religion that 

worships Allah 

Quran: the Holy book of Islam 

Zakat: a mandatory payment or tax within Islam  

Hajj: a sacred trip to Mecca taken by Muslims in the last month of the year



WORLD-VIEWS31

MUSLIM
DAY TWO

D O  C H R I S T I A N S  A N D  M U S L I M S  H AV E  T H E  S A M E  W O R L D V I E W ?

Today you will walk your students through the concepts of Origins, God, Man, Sin, Salvation, and Death. 

Every worldview has ideas about these concepts, and we want your students to wrestle with how the Bible 

explains these concepts compared to how a Muslim person would think of them.

Talk with your students about each concept and help them look up the corresponding verses. Have them 

write down notes as you discuss the similarities and differences. 

Help them to see areas where Muslim people believe truth. These are places where God has given some 

common ground and opportunity for connection.

Also help them see where Islamic beliefs diverge from truth. These are areas where the gospel can penetrate 

and have relevance.

G E N E R O U S  J A R S

After watching the video your students may want to think of ways to fill their generous jars. In the video 

they are encouraged to think of ways to slim down the family budget and use entertainment money toward 

their jars.

V I D E O

To watch the Victims of War Project video, go to world-views.com/muslim

Your students will watch a video about Iraqi and Syrian refugees and what missionaries are doing among 

them. Before you play the video, say to your students:

“Today we will start learning more about Muslim refugees. This video tells us a little bit about how 

missionaries are working to bring them the gospel. Let’s see how we can help.”

G L O S S A R Y

Go back and look for words that your students are unfamiliar with. Have them look up definitions and write 

them down in their glossaries. Some words your students have encountered today that may be unfamiliar are:

refugee: a person forced to leave his or her country in order to survive turmoil and seek a safe place to live

Trinity: the unified God of Christianity understood as three persons in one being

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Muslim people. 
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MUSLIM
DAY THREE

B I B L E  V E R S E

We have chosen Romans 8:38-39 as the Bible verses for Muslim people. Talk with your students about why 

this verse might help them remember God’s heart for Muslim people. As your students color their sheets, ask 

questions like:

• “What does it mean to have assurance of salvation?”

• “How does someone receive God’s unbreakable love?”

• “What would it feel like to live without assurance of salvation?”

C U LT U R A L  S N A P S H O T

Your students will take a closer look at the Middle Eastern culture as they read over the fact sheet. Help 

students think through how their lives are similar to or different from Iraqis and Syrians. 

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Muslim people.

G L O S S A R Y

Go back and look for words that your students are unfamiliar with. Have them look up definitions and write 

them down in their glossaries. Some words your students have encountered today that may be unfamiliar are:

guarantee: a formal promise that certain conditions will be fulfilled

mosque: Muslim place of worship
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S H A R I N G  G O D ’ S  S T O R Y 

This exercise is designed to help your students think through their own place in God’s story. Talk to them 

about the special job they have as followers of Jesus to share the gospel.  

As your students highlight the five main parts of their own story, help them think through the facts and 

what might be important to share with a Muslim friend:

Muslims do not have peace about life circumstances because they are never sure if they are pleasing Allah or 

not. Talking to them about peace in Jesus can be very profound.

Muslims do not have assurance of salvation because they are striving to earn enough favor to enter heaven. 

They might be intrigued by a Christian’s confident hope of salvation through Jesus.

Christians pray in a very personal way and see God work through prayer. Muslims might find it inspiring to 

think of powerful and personal prayer.

S N A C K

Today your students will have the opportunity to taste some Middle Eastern food. Talk with them about 

what they expect and how it compares to food they are used to eating. Make sure to use it as an opportunity 

to incorporate math as your students measure and follow steps.

MUSLIM
DAY FOUR

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Muslim people.

G L O S S A R Y

Go back and look for words that your students are unfamiliar with. Have them look up definitions and write 

them down in their glossaries. Some words your students have encountered today that may be unfamiliar are:

hospitable: quickly welcoming people into the home and working to accommodate their needs

hummus: a thick spread made from chickpeas and oil usually eaten with flat bread
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MUSLIM
DAY FIVE

C R A F T  L I K E  A  S Y R I A N

Your students will learn how to create sand art. If you would like to help them dye their own sand then 

simply follow the instructions in the handbook. Salt can be used instead of sand and will result in brighter 

colors. For a faster project, consider buying a sand art kit from most local stores or on Amazon.com.

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Muslim people.

G L O S S A R Y

At the end of your time studying the Muslim worldview, consider reviewing the glossary words your 

students have been learning. Make it a matching game:

Use two flashcards for each word. One has the word itself, the other has the definition. Have your students 

try to match each word with its definition. 

G E N E R O U S  J A R S

To wrap up the Muslim portion of your generous jar remind your students that every 17 dollars raised 

provides a food package for a refugee family. Any money raised also gets matched by Sonlight and goes 

towards sending missionaries to the field. Have your students count their money and see how many food 

packages they were able to help fund. You can choose to end the Muslim portion of your jar in a couple 

different ways:

1)  Return the money to the jar after counting it, and keep it accumulating throughout the study. You might 

want to have your students keep a tally of how much they raise for every worldview as they go.

2) Empty your jar and donate the amount you have raised for each week as you go. If you would like to do 

this you can donate your Muslim funds on the website: world-views.com/muslim
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MUSLIM
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

P I O N E E R S  V I D E O

If you’d like to hear more about the Victims of War Project, consider searching for “Victims of War” on the 

Pioneers website: pioneers.org. It highlights the conditions of those living in refugee camps who have been 

affected by war.

S C I E N C E  P R O J E C T

For people living in refugee camps, access to clean water is a matter of life and death. Consider doing this 

water filtration project as your students learn about the harsh conditions refugees face.

What you’ll need:

• clean plastic water bottle

• sand

• gravel (pebbles)

• rocks (small rocks)

• dirty water (use actual dirt or cooking oil to make it “dirty”)

• scissors

• coffee filter

• pot (for boiling)

• clean cup (for catching filtered water)

Instructions:

1) Cut the bottom of the water bottle off so there is an opening opposite the neck and lid of the bottle. 

2) Poke a hole in the lid about the size of the tip of a pen. Screw the lid on tight.

3) Put a coffee filter into the bottle so that it is right up against the lid. Flip the bottle upside down and rest it 

inside your clean cup so that the lid is facing down.

4) Pour about two inches of sand into the bottle and onto the coffee filter.

5) Next, layer the pebbles onto the sand.

6) Lastly, layer the small rocks on top of the pebbles. Your water should flow over the materials from biggest 

to smallest.

7)  Pour your water into your bottle and watch it filter through.

8) Once your water is filtered, you may want to boil it as a final precaution. 

9) Drink up. (This is only recommended if you know that your water is safe for your students to consume.) 

 

What’s happening? Each layer of your filter is catching different sized particles that contaminate the water. 

As the water passes through the filter, the particles are trapped and the water is cleaned. 
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BUDDHIST
DAY ONE

V I D E O

To watch the Buddhist video, go to world-views.com/buddhist

Before watching the Buddhist video, talk to your students about what they think Buddhism means. Ask, 

“What are some ideas we have about who Buddhist people are?” And pray together that God would help you 

learn to love Buddhist people the way that He does. 

G E N E R O U S  J A R S

As they decorate their jars, let your students know that they will be learning about the people of Myanmar 

this week. Ask questions like: 

• “What do you think their culture is like?”

• “How do you think missionaries are helping them?”

B U D D H I S T  I N T R O

Read through the Buddhist introduction page. Help students fill in any blanks they missed and discuss the 

Eightfold Path with them. Ask questions like: 

• “What parts of the Eightfold Path do you think reflect truth? What parts do you disagree with?” 

• “Why do you think a person should use kind words and avoid wrongful speech?”

• “In what ways do you try to live rightly?”

• “Do you think meditation is important? Why or why not?”

There will be time later to discuss how Buddhist beliefs compare to Scripture. Right now, use these questions 

as a way to help your students begin to think about their own worldview and how it compares to others.

FILL-IN-THE-BLANK ANSWERS:

Unlike other religions, Buddhists do not believe in God. 

Eventually Siddhartha Gautama became known as Buddha, which means enlightened one. 

Buddhists believe that the cause of all suffering is our desires.

The end of suffering is called nirvana, and Buddhists believe it is accomplished through merit.

M A P

Help children locate the countries on the map. Talk with them about where Buddhism is concentrated in the 

world. Have them note how it spread from where Siddhartha originally lived in Nepal.
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BUDDHIST
DAY ONE

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Buddhist people.

G L O S S A R Y

Go back and look for words that your students are unfamiliar with. Have them look up definitions and write 

them down in their glossaries. Some words your students have encountered today that may be unfamiliar are:

enlightened: to have understanding or a clear perspective

nirvana: In Buddhism, it is the highest state of consciousness where there are no more desires

meditation: deep concentration in order to clear all thoughts
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BUDDHIST
DAY TWO

D O  C H R I S T I A N S  A N D  B U D D H I S T S  H AV E  T H E  S A M E  W O R L D V I E W ? 

Today you will walk your students through the concepts of Origins, God, Man, Sin, Salvation, and Death. 

Every worldview has ideas about these concepts, and we want your students to wrestle with how the Bible 

explains these concepts compared to how a Buddhist person would think of them.

Talk with your students about each concept and help them look up the corresponding verses. Have them 

write down notes as you discuss the similarities and differences. 

Help them to see areas where Buddhist people believe truth. These are places where God has given some 

common ground and opportunity for connection.

Also help them see where Buddhist beliefs diverge from truth. These are areas where the gospel can 

penetrate and have relevance.

G E N E R O U S  J A R S

After watching the video your students may want to think of ways to fill their generous jars. The video 

encouraged them to send in used electronics as a way to contribute. To learn how to do that, visit the 

worldviews website: world-views.com/donate

V I D E O

To watch the Myanmar Project video, go to world-views.com/buddhist

Your students will watch a video about the Burmese people and what missionaries are doing among them. 

Before you play the video, say to your students:

“Today we will start learning more about the Burmese. This video tells us a little bit about how missionaries 

are working to bring them the gospel. Let’s see how we can help.”

G L O S S A R Y

Go back and look for words that your students are unfamiliar with. Have them look up definitions and write 

them down in their glossaries.  Some words your students have encountered today that may be unfamiliar are:

demigod: a being who is part god and part mortal  

merit: deserving reward because of earning it

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Buddhist people.
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DAY THREE

B I B L E  V E R S E

We have chosen Psalm 37:4 as the Bible verse for Buddhist people. Talk with your students about why 

this verse might help them remember God’s heart for Buddhists. As your students color their sheets, ask 

questions like:

• “Does the Bible teach us that all desire is bad?”

• “Why would it be important for a Buddhist to understand right desire?”

• “How do you think the enemy uses Buddhist ideas about desire to keep them from coming close to God?”

C U LT U R A L  S N A P S H O T

Your students will take a closer look at the Burmese culture as they read over the fact sheet. Help students 

think through how their lives are similar to or different from the people of Myanmar. There are several 

times in the student handbook where we refer to the Burmese people. You might want to explain to your 

students why the people of Myanmar are referred to as Burmese. Or for older students you could have them 

research why. 

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Buddhist people.

G L O S S A R Y

Go back and look for words that your students are unfamiliar with. Have them look up definitions and write 

them down in their glossaries. Some words your students have encountered today that may be unfamiliar are:

pagoda: a temple or sacred building 

Thanakha: a paste made from ground bark that is applied to the face

superstitious: doing certain things based on an irrational belief or fear
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S H A R I N G  G O D ’ S  S T O R Y

This exercise is designed to help your students think through their own place in God’s story. Talk to them 

about the special job they have as followers of Jesus to share the gospel.  

Your students will walk through the creation story and think about how it might be used to reach a 

Buddhist. Help them think through God’s perfect world and how sin entered it. 

A Buddhist might be interested in:

The Bible’s description of God creating the world (Genesis 1:1–3:24)

Man’s role in preserving the earth and all that is in it (Genesis 1:26-31)

The depiction of Eve’s sinful desires (Genesis 3:6)

God’s response to sin (in promising a Savior) (Genesis 3:14-15)

A Buddhist might struggle with:

The idea that man isn’t better living in isolation (Genesis 2:18)

The negative perspective on seeking enlightenment (Genesis 3:1-7)

The first idea of death or sacrifice of life (Genesis 3:21)

S N A C K

Today your students will have the opportunity to taste some Burmese dessert. Talk with them about what 

they expect and how it compares to food they are used to eating. Make sure to use it as an opportunity to 

incorporate math as your students measure and follow steps.

BUDDHIST
DAY FOUR

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Buddhist people.

G L O S S A R Y

Go back and look for words that your students are unfamiliar with. Have them look up definitions and write 

them down in their glossaries. Some words your students have encountered today that may be unfamiliar are:

kyauk: a Burmese dessert made from a coconut gelatin 

agar-agar: a powder made from red seaweed used as a binding ingredient in recipes
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BUDDHIST
DAY FIVE

P L AY  L I K E  T H E  B U R M E S E  P E O P L E

Your students will learn to play a common game called Chinlone. As they are introduced to the rules, help 

them think through why Buddhists prioritize graceful moves instead of competition. Ask things like:

“How do you think their worldview affects their idea of ‘winning’ a game?”

“What do Americans think ‘winning’ looks like? How about Christians?” 

Crafting the ball can be a bit tricky. If your students are struggling have them start with longer strips and 

make a bigger ball.

P R AY E R

Take time at the end of your lesson to pray with your students. Use some of what they’ve learned to help 

them think through how to pray for Buddhist people.

G L O S S A R Y

At the end of your time studying the Buddhist worldview, consider reviewing the glossary words your 

students have been learning. Make it a matching game:

Use two flashcards for each word. One has the word itself, the other has the definition. Have your students 

try to match each word with its definition.

G E N E R O U S  J A R S

To wrap up the Buddhist portion of your generous jar remind your students that every 5 dollars raised buys 

a Burmese Bible. Any money raised also gets matched by Sonlight and goes towards sending missionaries 

to the field. Have your students count their money and see how many Bibles they were able to help fund. 

As you and your students finish this last portion of your generous jars you can donate and track the giving 

campaign at  world-views.com/buddhist.  Be sure to celebrate together as you think about how God has used 

your group to impact people all around the world!

T H E  R E S T  O F  G O D ’ S  S T O R Y

As your students finish this study they will read the conclusion page. As they read about Christ’s return 

have them think about their place in God’s story. In the conclusion we make reference to the verses your 

students have been memorizing for the different worldviews. Tribal fears, Hindu weariness, Unreligious 

disbelief, Muslim uncertainty, and Buddhist desires. See if your students can pick up on these references and 

help them dream about how God might want to use them to usher people from all these worldviews into His 

coming Kingdom.
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

P I O N E E R S  V I D E O

If you’d like to hear more about creative ways to reach Buddhist people, consider watching the video titled 

“Done and Dusted” on the Pioneers website: pioneers.org. It explains how God uses a man with unusual skills 

to reach an unlikely group of kids.

R E S T A U R A N T  E X P E R I E N C E

Have family dinner night at a local Asian restaurant. Look around and try to notice things that might point 

to Buddhism. Is there a Buddha? Incense? What are the paintings on the wall? Do they represent Buddhism?

Do some research beforehand and try to find a restaurant near you that might have some interesting things 

for you to talk about as a family.


