
The Book of Acts
Chapter 7

The Powerful Church
 

What is the theme of the book of Acts?
 

• Given by Jesus in Acts 1:8

Acts 1:8(KJV) 8But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.
 
Acts 1:8(NLT) 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”
 

• After the church’s first conflict is solved through the appointment of deacons, one deacon in
particular attracts a lot of attention. Stephen did great signs and wonders amongst the Jews, and
suffered the wrath of the religious because of it. Let’s look at the closing verses of Acts 6

• Stephen full of the Holy Spirit and power
 

Acts 6:14-15(KJV) For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and
shall change the customs which Moses delivered us. And all that sat in the council, looking stedfastly on
him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel.

• Luke 12:11-12(NIV) 11“When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not
worry about how you will defend yourselves or what you will say, 12for the Holy Spirit will teach
you at that time what you should say.”

Acts 7:1-60(KJV) 1Then said the high priest, Are these things so?
• Stephen was falsely accused of speaking against the temple and agaist Moses. Ch 6 tells us that false

witnesses were paid to testify against him.
• Stephen answers by giving all present a lesson in history and the faith of the patriarchs, or fathers of

the nation of Israel. He begins with Abraham
2And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham,
when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran, 3And said unto him, Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, and come into the land which I shall show thee. 4Then came he out of the
land of the Chaldaeans, and dwelt in Charran: and from thence, when his father was dead, he removed
him into this land, wherein ye now dwell. 5And he gave him none inheritance in it, no, not so much asso much as to
set his foot on: yet he promised that he would give it to him for a possession, and to his seed after him,
when as yetas yet he had no child.

• The Jews questioned him about Moses and the law. Why did he begin with Abraham?
• To establish the difference between law and faith. To move the conversation beyond Moses and the

law and direct them to Jesus
• He reminds the Jews of their descent from Abraham, not just Moses, whom they said they revered.

The connection with Abraham was important because of his faith. He walked with God before the
law was given through Moses, and God always points us to the faith of Abraham

• Romans 4:15-16(NIV) 15because law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no
transgression.16Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be
guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who
are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all.

 
6And God spake on this wise, That his seed should sojourn in a strange land; and that they should bring
them into bondage, and entreat themthem evil four hundred years. 7And the nation to whom they shall be in
bondage will I judge, said God: and after that shall they come forth, and serve me in this place.



bondage will I judge, said God: and after that shall they come forth, and serve me in this place.
• The Jews deliverance from Egypt was promised by God, but after 400 years in bondage they had all

forgotten the promise. Even Moses had to be reminded of it.
• Exodus 3:12-14(NIV) 12And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I

who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you£ will worship God on this
mountain.” 13Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your
fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell
them?”14God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.£ This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I
AM has sent me to you.’”

• God had to remind Moses of Who He was.
8And he gave him the covenant of circumcision: and so AbrahamAbraham begat Isaac, and circumcised him the
eighth day; and Isaac begatbegat Jacob; and Jacob begatbegat the twelve patriarchs. 9And the patriarchs, moved
with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but God was with him,

• Joseph’s brothers were motivated by fear of loss –they werejealous of the favor and position Joseph
had

10And delivered him out of all his afflictions, and gave him favour and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh
king of Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and all his house.  

• Joseph was motivated by promise of reward
• Genesis 50:18-20(NCV) 18And his brothers went to him and bowed low before him and said, “We are

your slaves.”19Then Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Can I do what only God can do? 20You
meant to hurt me, but God turned your evil into good to save the lives of many people, which is
being done.

• Joseph was a man of faith like Abraham. He looked past his circumstances to the future
11Now there came a dearth over all the land of Egypt and Chanaan, and great affliction: and our fathers
found no sustenance. 12But when Jacob heard that there was corn in Egypt, he sent out our fathers first.
13And at the second timetime Joseph was made known to his brethren; and Joseph’s kindred was made
known unto Pharaoh. 14Then sent Joseph, and called his father Jacob to himhim, and all his kindred,
threescore and fifteen souls. 15So Jacob went down into Egypt, and died, he, and our fathers,
16And were carried over into Sychem, and laid in the sepulchre that Abraham bought for a sum of money
of the sons of Emmor the fatherthe father of Sychem.
 
17But when the time of the promise drew nigh, which God had sworn to Abraham, the people grew and
multiplied in Egypt, 18Till another king arose, which knew not Joseph. 19The same dealt subtly with our
kindred, and evil entreated our fathers, so that they cast out their young children, to the end they might
not live. 20In which time Moses was born, and was exceeding fair, and nourished up in his father’s house
three months: 21And when he was cast out, Pharaoh’s daughter took him up, and nourished him for her
own son. 22And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in
deeds.

• Moses did not grow up under the instruction of the word abd God’s covenant with Abraham. For
forty years he was ignorant of the promises of God

• His wisdom and learning came from Egypt. He was a natural minded man, not a spiritual one
23And when he was full forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel.
24And seeing one of themof them suffer wrong, he defended himhim, and avenged him that was oppressed, and
smote the Egyptian: 25For he supposed his brethren would have understood how that God by his hand
would deliver them: but they understood not.

• Moses took matters into his own hands, trying to accomplish the will of God his own way, with his
natural strength and wisdom

• Zechariah 4:6(NIV) 6So he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might
nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty.

26And the next day he showed himself unto them as they strove, and would have set them at one again,
saying, Sirs, ye are brethren; why do ye wrong one to another? 27But he that did his neighbour wrong
thrust him away, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us? 28Wilt thou kill me, as thou diddest
the Egyptian yesterday? 29Then fled Moses at this saying, and was a stranger in the land of Madian,
where he begat two sons.

• Moses spent forty years of his life away from the plan of God as a result of taking things into his
own hands



own hands
30And when forty years were expired, there appeared to him in the wilderness of mount Sina an angel of
the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush. 31When Moses saw itit, he wondered at the sight: and as he drew near
to behold itit, the voice of the Lord came unto him, 32SayingSaying, I amam the God of thy fathers, the God of
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Then Moses trembled, and durst not behold.
33Then said the Lord to him, Put off thy shoes from thy feet: for the place where thou standest is holy
ground.

• Why did God reveal himself in this way to Moses/ He walked right up to Abraham and talked with
Him.

• Moses did not know God. He was not yet a man of faith.
34I have seen, I have seen the affliction of my people which is in Egypt, and I have heard their groaning,
and am come down to deliver them. And now come, I will send thee into Egypt. 35This Moses whom they
refused, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge? the same did God send to beto be a ruler and a deliverer
by the hand of the angel which appeared to him in the bush.

• Stephen is laying the foundation that the nation of Israel had first rejected Moses whom they
revered, and in the same way rejected Jesus. In spite of Israel’s rejection, Moses brought them out
of Egypt

36He brought them out, after that he had showed wonders and signs in the land of Egypt, and in the Red
sea, and in the wilderness forty years. 3

• Moses became a man of faith like Abraham. He did miracles
7This is that Moses, which said unto the children of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up
unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear.

• Stephen says that there is a prophet coming like Moses - Jesus
38This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in the mount Sina,
and withwith our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us: 39To whom our fathers would not
obey, but thrust himhim from them, and in their hearts turned back again into Egypt,

• The nation of Israel did not listen to Moses – whom the council professed to follow
• John 7:19(NIV) 19Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps the law. Why are you

trying to kill me?”
40Saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to go before us: for as foras for this Moses, which brought us out of the
land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. 41And they made a calf in those days, and offered
sacrifice unto the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own hands.42Then God turned, and gave them
up to worship the host of heaven; as it is written in the book of the prophets, O ye house of Israel, have ye
offered to me slain beasts and sacrifices by the space ofby the space of forty years in the wilderness?

• Israel never repented of disobedience, and during the forty years wandering worshipped other gods
43Yea, ye took up the tabernacle of Moloch, and the star of your god Remphan, figures which ye made to
worship them: and I will carry you away beyond Babylon.

• A second suggestion is that “Molech” is the name of a pagan deity to whom human sacrifices were
made. This deity often is associated with Ammon (compare 1 Kings 11:7—) “the abomination of
the children of Ammon.”

• Remphan - Term for a foreign, astral deity worship of Saturn: supposed to be a star
44Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as he had appointed, speaking unto Moses,
that he should make it according to the fashion that he had seen. 45Which also our fathers that came after
brought in with Jesus into the possession of the Gentiles, whom God drave out before the face of our
fathers, unto the days of David;

• Jesus – Joshua (same name)
46Who found favour before God, and desired to find a tabernacle for the God of Jacob.

• David could not build the temple
• 1 Chronicles 22:7-10(NIV) 7David said to Solomon: “My son, I had it in my heart to build a house

for the Name of the LORD my God. 8But this word of the LORD came to me: ‘You have shed
much blood and have fought many wars. You are not to build a house for my Name, because you
have shed much blood on the earth in my sight. 9But you will have a son who will be a man of
peace and rest, and I will give him rest from all his enemies on every side. His name will be
Solomon,£ and I will grant Israel peace and quiet during his reign. 10He is the one who will build a
house for my Name. He will be my son, and I will be his father. And I will establish the throne of
his kingdom over Israel forever.’



his kingdom over Israel forever.’
47But Solomon built him an house. 48Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as
saith the prophet, 49Heaven isis my throne, and earth isis my footstool: what house will ye build me? saith
the Lord: or what isis the place of my rest? 50Hath not my hand made all these things?

• The religious leaders examining Stephen reverenced the temple building more than they did a
relationship with God. Stephen pointed out the futility of this by reminding them that God’s
presence could never be limited to a building constructed by human hands

51Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers
diddid, so dodo ye. 52Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which
showed before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers:
53Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept itit.

• You are no different than the disobedient Jews that wandered in the wilderness and worshipped
other gods. You say you value the law, but do not live by it. You betrayed and murdered the
prophet Jesus, just like your fathers murdered the prophets before Him.

54When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with theirtheir teeth.
55But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and
Jesus standing on the right hand of God,

• Stephen’s entire discourse was led by thevHoly Spirit: every word he spoke was directed by God. He
was fearless, and told the truth no matter what the cost.

56And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.
57Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, 58And
cast himhim out of the city, and stoned himhim: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man’s feet,
whose name was Saul.

• We’ll near more asbout Saul next week
59And they stoned Stephen, calling upon GodGod, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 60And he kneeled
down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he
fell asleep.

• Stephen’s last words echoed Jesus’ last words
• Luke 23:46(NIV) 46Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”

When he had said this, he breathed his last.
• Luke 23:34(NIV) 34Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”£

And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.
• Stephen went to meet Jesus in Heaven. He was the first martyr of the church, the first to voluntarily

give his life for the testimony of Jesus Christ
• Hebrews 11:35(NIV) 35Women received back their dead, raised to life again. Others were tortured

and refused to be released, so that they might gain a better resurrection.
 
 


