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NEW DELHI, Dec 9: The Su-

preme Court today upheld the main-

tainability of appeals filed by Tamil

Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala against

the 2007 award of the Cauvery Wa-

ter Dispute Tribunal (CWDT) on

sharing of river waters, saying it has

the !jurisdiction to decide the pa-

rameters, scope, authority and ju-

risdiction of the tribunal."

A three-judge bench headed by

Justice Dipak Misra said the exposi-

tion of the principles of law, the in-

tendment of the legislature and the

SC upholds maintainability of appeals by States
ultimate purpose and effect of the

provision compel it to !repel" the

submissions raised on behalf of the

Union of India that Section 6(2) bars

the jurisdiction conferred on this

court under Article 136.

The bench, also comprising Jus-

tices Amitava Roy and AM

Khanwilkar, said that from the pro-

visions it is clear as crystal that the

Parliament did not intend to create

any kind of embargo on the jurisdic-

tion of this court and the provision

of Section 6 (2) was inserted to give

the binding effect to the award

passed by the tribunal.

!The founding fathers had not con-

ferred the power on this court to

entertain an original suit or com-

plaint and that is luminescent from

the language employed in Article

131 of the Constitution and from the

series of pronouncements of this

court," the bench said, adding that

the words, !same force as on order

or decision," cannot be treated as a

decree for the purpose for exclud-

ing the jurisdiction of the apex court.

Elaborating, the court said that the

award of tribunal cannot be a !de-

cree as if this court has adjudicated

the matter and decree is passed."

!Parliament has intended that the

same (tribunal#s award) shall be ex-

ecuted or abided as if it is a decree

of this court. It is to be borne in

mind that a provision should not be

interpreted to give a different col-

our which has a technical design

rather than serving the object of the

legislation," it said.

Referring to an earlier Constitu-

tion bench judgement of the apex

court, the bench said that it was held

that this court cannot take cognisance

of an original dispute or complaint.

!The Constitution bench analysing

the scheme of the 1956 Act has opined

that the tribunal had the jurisdiction

to grant interim relief. It has also been

categorically ruled that this Court

cannot take cognizance of the original

dispute," it said. $ PTI

Cauvery row

NEW DELHI, Dec 9: It

was a chilly day in the national

capital today as the minimum

temperature plummeted to

7.7 degrees Celsius, even as

dense fog severely hit rail

traffic, leading to the

cancellation of 21 trains.

A senior Railway official

said as many as 115 trains

were running late by several

hours, while 60 were

rescheduled due to the fog.

!Twenty-one trains

Fog hits rail traffic in Delhi
including the Vikramshila

Express, Poorva Express,

Kanpur Shatabdi, Gomti

Express and Patna Rajdhani

were cancelled due to fog,"

the official said.

Flight operations at the

Delhi airport, however,

remained normal, a spokes-

person said.

According to a MeT

Department official, visibility

was recorded at 600 metres

at 5.30 am which dropped to

400 metres at 8.30 am. It

was recorded at 800 metres

at 11.30 am and 2.30 pm.

The maximum tempera-

ture settled at 26.6 degrees

Celsius, two notches above

normal, while the minimum

temperature was pegged at

7.7 degrees, a notch below

the season#s average. The

humidity oscillated between

97 and 51 per cent.

The weatherman has

predicted mainly clear skies

for tomorrow with the

maximum and minimum

temperature expected to

settle at 27 and 9 degrees

Celsius. !The skies will be

mainly clear. Dense to very

dense fog is likely to occur

towards the morning," the

weatherman said.

Yesterday, the maximum

temperature settled at 23.9

degrees Celsius, while the

minimum temperature was

recorded at 8.7 degrees. $ PTI

AHMEDABAD, Dec 9:

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi will address a farmers#

rally in Banaskantha district

and also inaugurate a cheese

factory of dairy major Amul

during his daylong visit to Gu-

jarat tomorrow.

He will also pay a visit to

the State BJP headquarters in

Gandhinagar district in the af-

ternoon, his first trip there af-

ter assuming the top office in

May 2014.

!A rally of farmers and co-

operative movement activ-

ists will be addressed by the

Prime Minister tomorrow in

Deesa town of Banaskantha

district. We expect over two

lakh people at the rally," Gu-

jarat BJP spokesperson

Bharat Pandya said.

PM to address farmers# rally
The PM will inaugurate a

new Amul cheese factory at

Banas Dairy in Banaskantha

district and also launch %Amul

Deshi# A2 cow milk, said a

statement from Gujarat Coop-

erative Milk Marketing Fed-

eration (GCMMF).

The factory has been built

with an investment of Rs 350

crore and uses cutting-edge

cheese-making technology,

said the GCMMF, which man-

ages the popular Amul brand.

The %Amul Deshi# A2 prod-

uct, to be sold in Ahmedabad

initially, is aimed at consum-

ers seeking pure cow milk

from indigenous breeds. It is

priced at Rs 35 per 500 ml

bottle.

In a statement, GCMMF

Managing Director RS Sodhi

said, !This A2 cow milk will

be procured from indigenous

cows and made available in 500

ml bottles through Amul par-

lours in Ahmedabad city."

After his programme in

Deesa, Modi will visit the

State BJP headquarters at

Koba in Gandhinagar, where

he will interact with local par-

ty leaders, Pandya said.

!The Prime Minister will

be coming for the first time

to the State BJP headquar-

ters after assuming office.

This was the place from

where he ran the campaign

for the 2014 elections."

This is the fifth visit of the

Prime Minister to his home

State, which will go to polls in

the second half of 2017, in the

last six months. $ PTI

14 killed in
road mishap
FAZILKA (Punjab), Dec 9:

Thirteen teachers were killed

when the vehicle in which they

were travelling to school col-

lided with a truck due to dense

fog today near the Chandmeri

toll plaza on the Fazilka-Jalala-

bad Road, the police said.

The driver of the vehicle

carrying the teachers also suc-

cumbed to injuries later, tak-

ing the toll to 14, they said.

Police said the teachers, in-

cluding five women, were on

their way to school when the

mishap was caused due to poor

visibility, adding that the de-

ceased were in the age group

of 35 to 40 years.

Eight of the victims be-

longed to Fazilka and five were

from Abohar, police said.

One of the teachers, who

survived the accident, has been

admitted to a hospital in Farid-

kot, they said. The ill-fated ve-

hicle was carrying 15 passen-

gers, including the driver.

Punjab CM Parkash Singh

Badal has expressed grief over

the mishap. $ PTI

3 killed in
building collapse

HYDERABAD, Dec 9:

Three bodies were today re-

covered from the debris of an

under-construction building

that collapsed here last night,

while a woman and her son

were pulled out alive.

Citing the rescued wom-

an, a top civic official said

eight more persons are sus-

pected to be trapped under

the debris.

!Three bodies recovered.

Two have been admitted to hos-

pitals. Fifty per cent of the de-

bris is removed now," Greater

Hyderabad Municipal Corpora-

tion (GHMC) Commissioner B

Janardhan Reddy told PTI.

Reddy said eight more per-

sons could be trapped under

the rubble. He said the rescue

operation will continue well

into night. The seven-storeyed

building at Nanakramguda in

the Cyberabad zone came

crashing down last night. The

rescue work took time as the

way to the collapsed building

is narrow. $ PTI

Mallya#s Twitter, email
accounts hacked

NEW DELHI, Dec 9: Embattled liquor baron Vijay Mallya#s

Twitter and email accounts were hacked today, with the hacker

posting details of his purported bank account, offshore invest-

ments, luxury cars, passwords and phone number.

Mallya, who fled to London in March as banks chased him

over loan default by now-defunct Kingfisher Airlines, said a

hacking group called Legion had gained access to his Twitter

and email accounts and posted those details.

!My account has been hacked by some one called Legion

who are tweeting now in my name. Simply ignore. Will fix this.

Outfit called Legion has hacked my e-mail accounts and are

blackmailing me&& What a joke," Mallya tweeted earlier this

morning. $ PTI

HC slams cops
for failure to
trace missing
JNU student

NEW DELHI, Dec 9: The

Delhi High Court today

slammed the police for re-

maining clueless about miss-

ing JNU student Najeeb

Ahmed, who has remained

untraced for 55 days, asking

how can a man just !vanish

suddenly."

Maintaining that it was con-

cerned with the recovery of

the boy whose mother has

been running from pillar to post

to be united with her son, the

Court said a situation, in which

a missing person has not been

traced for over 50 days, would

create a sense of insecurity

among the people.

!It is over 50 days. Still you

(police) do not know about his

whereabouts. How can some-

body vanish suddenly and po-

lice has no clue about it? Even

if we think of the worst, some-

thing has to be found out. We

are pained that the missing

person has not been traced till

date," a bench of Justices GS

Sistani and Vinod Goel said.

Najeeb went missing from

JNU#s Mahi-Mandvi hostel on

October 15, allegedly after an

on-campus scuffle between

him and some members of the

Akhil Bhartiya Vidyarthi

Parishad (ABVP). The ABVP

has denied involvement in his

disappearance.

The bench said, !We are not

concerned with the scuffle. We

only want that the boy is re-

covered and he returns to his

house. We are concerned that

the mother should get her

child."

The court#s oral observation

came after the police and the

Jawaharlal Nehru University

(JNU) informed it that Najeeb

has remained untraceable till

date and they were making all

efforts to locate him. $ PTI

Former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and other senior party leaders presenting a

memento to Congress president Sonia Gandhi on her birthday, in New Delhi on Friday.

! UNI

Union Minister for Textiles Smriti Irani visiting the special exhibition of handicraft products developed by artisan recipients

of Shilp Guru and National Awards for 2015, in New Delhi on Friday.! UNI


