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� 1                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Good morning.  We'll

 2  call this meeting, the special meeting of the

 3  Water Planning Council to order.

 4                 We have on our agenda one item

 5  today, and that one item is to vote on the

 6  transmittal of the report of the Water Planning

 7  Council to the General Assembly for action.

 8                 This is an historic day.  I cannot

 9  believe we're here, having been a member of the

10  Water Planning Council since 2001.  And for us to

11  be at a point now where our work is done and we

12  can present it with pride to the General Assembly

13  after we vote today.  And our challenge today --

14  or our charge today is really simply to approve

15  the transmittal of this report to the General

16  Assembly.

17                 I can't thank my fellow past and

18  present members of the Water Planning Council for

19  their support of this plan, all the stakeholders,

20  many in this room that spent countless hours

21  putting this plan together, people that we met

22  throughout the State of Connecticut.

23                 This was a very long process.  We

24  went from east to west, north to south getting

25  input from everyone as we put this plan together.
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� 1  The subcommittees and the work that they have

 2  done, and of course, our wonderful consultants

 3  that really -- we couldn't have done this plan

 4  without them.  Staff, I can't thank them enough.

 5  And thank you all for being here on -- ironic on

 6  this very wet morning that we're taking action on

 7  the final plan.

 8                 So with that, I will move to --

 9  first, I know Lori has got a statement to read in.

10  And then we'll proceed with that and we'll move to

11  adopt the plan.  Good morning.

12                 LORI MATHIEU:  Good morning.  I'm

13  sorry I'm late.  I apologize for my voice.  If I

14  lose it -- it's my voice.

15                 Good morning, everyone.  The

16  Department of Public Health is very proud to

17  support the adoption of the state water plan, a

18  position that has never wavered throughout the

19  development of the state water plan, the public

20  comment period -- and it has continued through

21  today's vote.

22                 We look forward to continued

23  discussions with legislators, stakeholders and

24  others on the state water plan and its role in

25  ensuring the safety, purity and adequacy of
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� 1  Connecticut's water supply for generations to

 2  come.

 3                 DPH believes that the overarching

 4  goal of the state water plan is to balance the use

 5  of water to meet all needs.  This has been a

 6  foundation of every discussion, workshop and

 7  meeting that the Water Planning Council has had in

 8  the policy AND science and technology Water

 9  Planning Council meetings and Steering Committee

10  meetings.

11                 These meetings were held over the

12  last year and half and were directly inclusive of

13  any and all stakeholders who wish to participate.

14  DPH directly participated in all meetings held in

15  the development of the state water plan and

16  invested that time in order to hear from all

17  stakeholders, be part of the conversation and

18  actively listen to all parties so that the plan

19  could appropriately consider all issues and

20  concerns while addressing the statutory

21  requirements under 22(a)352.

22                 DPH led the Water Planning

23  Council's outreach team which was made up of state

24  agency members through the public comment period

25  from July to November of last year to inform all
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� 1  stakeholders and the public on the draft plan.

 2  Together the outreach team held over 30

 3  presentations to a variety of groups throughout

 4  the state and produced a webinar during the public

 5  comment period.

 6                 In the recent meetings held during

 7  December and January to address all comments

 8  received on the state water plan, DPH stated that

 9  any issues or concepts that have not received

10  input from all stakeholders brought up during the

11  public comment period belonged in a new subsection

12  under section six that would highlight and address

13  the need for future discussions among the Water

14  Planning Council and all stakeholders on those

15  issues.

16                 These important topics include

17  public trust and health equity, that DPH has

18  always strongly and consistently supported.  DPH

19  believes that these two extremely important topics

20  are appropriately placed in section 6 on pages

21  6-24 and 6-25 as this section discusses topics

22  that were not fully aired during the development

23  phase of the water plan, but that merit serious

24  and deeper discussion moving forward.

25                 To be clear, the executive summary
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� 1  should be a synopsis of the topics that were

 2  thoroughly discussed, debated and developed by

 3  stakeholders over the course of over 50 meetings

 4  during the state water plan development process.

 5  Our belief in DPH is that that inclusion of public

 6  trust and health equity in the executive summary,

 7  or inclusion of any opinion on these topics should

 8  occur after all stakeholders have provided input

 9  and it would only be fair to add other topics in

10  the state water plan following the stakeholder

11  driven planning process that the Water Planning

12  Council has followed to date.

13                 This will ensure that all public

14  comments receive the thoughtful attention that

15  they deserve, and frankly the people in the state

16  of Connecticut deserve as we plan for the future

17  of Connecticut's water supply.  And I'm almost

18  done.

19                 DPH is not and has never been

20  opposed to the term "public trust" or any law that

21  brings forward for the concept of public trust.

22  DPH was never opposed to placing Connecticut

23  General statute 201A-15 in the state water plan.

24                 My last paragraph.  DPH believes

25  and stated numerous times that the oversight and
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� 1  authority of water lies in the authority and

 2  laws provided to the Water Planning Council

 3  agencies.  Many laws, some of which exist for well

 4  over a hundred years exist to oversee and balance

 5  the regulation of water.  These many environmental

 6  and public health laws and how they work together

 7  complement each other and potentially overlap to

 8  provide for the protection and preservation of the

 9  State's water resources.

10                 Jack, thank you very much.

11                 And the department is prepared to

12  sign off on the existing plan as is written.

13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.

14  Appreciate it.  Appreciate your comments very,

15  very much.

16                 And who is on the phone with us

17  please?

18                 KAREN BURNASKA:  Karen Burnaska.

19                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Hello Karen.

20                 MARY BATES:  Mary Bates.

21                 MAUREEN WESTBROOK:  Maureen

22  Westbrook and Dave Radka.

23                 BETSY GUERRA:  Betsy Guerra, CWWA.

24                 ERIC BROWN:  Eric Brown, CBIA.

25                 BETH BARTON:  Beth Barton, Day
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� 1  Pitney, Jack.

 2                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Good morning.

 3                 FRED KLEIN:  Fred Klein, Pullman &

 4  Comley.

 5                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Mike Jennings from

 6  NEIWPCC.

 7                 JOSEPH LALIBERTE:  Joe Laliberte

 8  with CDM Smith.

 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Anyone else?

10                 DAVID MURPHY:  Dave Murphy.

11                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Good morning.

12                 I just want -- I was handed a

13  letter from the Bloomfield Town Council that last

14  night they voted on a motion, a statement that

15  water should be considered a public water trust

16  resource.

17                 And I handed that over to Rob, and

18  that will be put into the record.  So with that I

19  will entertain a motion to transmit this report of

20  the Water Planning Council relative to a

21  Connecticut state Water plan final report to the

22  General Assembly.  I look for a motion.

23                 LORI MATHIEU:  I'll will make a

24  motion.

25                 MICHAEL SULLIVAN:  Second.
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� 1                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Motion made and

 2  seconded that we transmit this report to the

 3  Connecticut General Assembly per state statute.

 4  We have done our work.  Any questions on the

 5  motion?

 6

 7                 (No response.)

 8

 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, all those in

10  favor signify by saying, aye.

11                 THE COUNCIL:  Aye.

12                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Opposed?

13

14                 (No response.)

15

16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Congratulations.

17  Congratulations.  How about a round of applause

18  out there?  Thank you all very much.  Yes,

19  Michael.

20                 MICHAEL SULLIVAN:  I just want to

21  say one thing.  I mean, there's one person that's

22  not here that used to work at OPM that was like a

23  principal in terms of getting this started and

24  getting it funded and moving this along, and

25  that's Dave LeVasseur.
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� 1                 And I just want to, for the record,

 2  you know, just indicate that I, for one, really

 3  appreciate what he did.  We would not be here

 4  without him and we certainly wouldn't be this far

 5  along.  So even though he's not here physically he

 6  is here in spirit, and I just want to say thanks

 7  to him.

 8                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Michael, thank you,

 9  and we miss him.  Thank you very much and I

10  certainly will call him later today and tell him

11  the good news.

12                 So moving forward we're going to

13  write a letter to the General Assembly, a simple

14  transmittal per public act.  We are transmitting

15  for the review.  I'm going to spell out what their

16  charge is.  Gail is going to fine tune that and

17  get that out to people.  And she's going to sign

18  off on that, if that's okay.

19                 LORI MATHIEU:  Sure.  Absolutely.

20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  And then moving

21  forward Mr. Neeley will be coordinating with Brie

22  Wolf from DPH, Lee Sawyer from DEEP, and whoever

23  you're going to put as your legislative person to

24  help us on this.

25                 MICHAEL SULLIVAN:  I'll find one.
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� 1                 THE CHAIRMAN:  To coordinate with

 2  Nick.  They're going to be meeting on Friday to

 3  set up a plan moving forward so we could get this

 4  through the General assembly.

 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  Just to follow up on

 6  Mike's comment about Dave LeVasseur.  I also want

 7  to mention Ellen Blashinski who came before me.

 8  And she with Dave and Jack and Betsey worked

 9  really hard to get this moving forward and getting

10  started.

11                 And so you know, I talk to Ellen

12  quite a bit.  She's running the show at DPH now as

13  administrator, everything.  And so I thank her for

14  all of her foresight and input.  And I also just

15  to mention a shout out to Garrett Eucalitto who

16  participated on behalf of OPM for a little while.

17                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  If there's

18  nothing else to come before us, I entertain a

19  motion to adjourn?

20                 LORI MATHIEU:  So moved.

21                 MICHAEL SULLIVAN:  Second.

22                 THE CHAIRMAN:  All those in favor?

23                 THE COUNCIL:  Aye.

24                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.

25
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� 1                 (Whereupon, the above proceedings

 2  were concluded at 10:45 a.m.)
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 1                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Good morning.  We'll
  


 2   call this meeting, the special meeting of the
  


 3   Water Planning Council to order.
  


 4                  We have on our agenda one item
  


 5   today, and that one item is to vote on the
  


 6   transmittal of the report of the Water Planning
  


 7   Council to the General Assembly for action.
  


 8                  This is an historic day.  I cannot
  


 9   believe we're here, having been a member of the
  


10   Water Planning Council since 2001.  And for us to
  


11   be at a point now where our work is done and we
  


12   can present it with pride to the General Assembly
  


13   after we vote today.  And our challenge today --
  


14   or our charge today is really simply to approve
  


15   the transmittal of this report to the General
  


16   Assembly.
  


17                  I can't thank my fellow past and
  


18   present members of the Water Planning Council for
  


19   their support of this plan, all the stakeholders,
  


20   many in this room that spent countless hours
  


21   putting this plan together, people that we met
  


22   throughout the State of Connecticut.
  


23                  This was a very long process.  We
  


24   went from east to west, north to south getting
  


25   input from everyone as we put this plan together.
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 1   The subcommittees and the work that they have
  


 2   done, and of course, our wonderful consultants
  


 3   that really -- we couldn't have done this plan
  


 4   without them.  Staff, I can't thank them enough.
  


 5   And thank you all for being here on -- ironic on
  


 6   this very wet morning that we're taking action on
  


 7   the final plan.
  


 8                  So with that, I will move to --
  


 9   first, I know Lori has got a statement to read in.
  


10   And then we'll proceed with that and we'll move to
  


11   adopt the plan.  Good morning.
  


12                  LORI MATHIEU:  Good morning.  I'm
  


13   sorry I'm late.  I apologize for my voice.  If I
  


14   lose it -- it's my voice.
  


15                  Good morning, everyone.  The
  


16   Department of Public Health is very proud to
  


17   support the adoption of the state water plan, a
  


18   position that has never wavered throughout the
  


19   development of the state water plan, the public
  


20   comment period -- and it has continued through
  


21   today's vote.
  


22                  We look forward to continued
  


23   discussions with legislators, stakeholders and
  


24   others on the state water plan and its role in
  


25   ensuring the safety, purity and adequacy of
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 1   Connecticut's water supply for generations to
  


 2   come.
  


 3                  DPH believes that the overarching
  


 4   goal of the state water plan is to balance the use
  


 5   of water to meet all needs.  This has been a
  


 6   foundation of every discussion, workshop and
  


 7   meeting that the Water Planning Council has had in
  


 8   the policy AND science and technology Water
  


 9   Planning Council meetings and Steering Committee
  


10   meetings.
  


11                  These meetings were held over the
  


12   last year and half and were directly inclusive of
  


13   any and all stakeholders who wish to participate.
  


14   DPH directly participated in all meetings held in
  


15   the development of the state water plan and
  


16   invested that time in order to hear from all
  


17   stakeholders, be part of the conversation and
  


18   actively listen to all parties so that the plan
  


19   could appropriately consider all issues and
  


20   concerns while addressing the statutory
  


21   requirements under 22(a)352.
  


22                  DPH led the Water Planning
  


23   Council's outreach team which was made up of state
  


24   agency members through the public comment period
  


25   from July to November of last year to inform all
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 1   stakeholders and the public on the draft plan.
  


 2   Together the outreach team held over 30
  


 3   presentations to a variety of groups throughout
  


 4   the state and produced a webinar during the public
  


 5   comment period.
  


 6                  In the recent meetings held during
  


 7   December and January to address all comments
  


 8   received on the state water plan, DPH stated that
  


 9   any issues or concepts that have not received
  


10   input from all stakeholders brought up during the
  


11   public comment period belonged in a new subsection
  


12   under section six that would highlight and address
  


13   the need for future discussions among the Water
  


14   Planning Council and all stakeholders on those
  


15   issues.
  


16                  These important topics include
  


17   public trust and health equity, that DPH has
  


18   always strongly and consistently supported.  DPH
  


19   believes that these two extremely important topics
  


20   are appropriately placed in section 6 on pages
  


21   6-24 and 6-25 as this section discusses topics
  


22   that were not fully aired during the development
  


23   phase of the water plan, but that merit serious
  


24   and deeper discussion moving forward.
  


25                  To be clear, the executive summary
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 1   should be a synopsis of the topics that were
  


 2   thoroughly discussed, debated and developed by
  


 3   stakeholders over the course of over 50 meetings
  


 4   during the state water plan development process.
  


 5   Our belief in DPH is that that inclusion of public
  


 6   trust and health equity in the executive summary,
  


 7   or inclusion of any opinion on these topics should
  


 8   occur after all stakeholders have provided input
  


 9   and it would only be fair to add other topics in
  


10   the state water plan following the stakeholder
  


11   driven planning process that the Water Planning
  


12   Council has followed to date.
  


13                  This will ensure that all public
  


14   comments receive the thoughtful attention that
  


15   they deserve, and frankly the people in the state
  


16   of Connecticut deserve as we plan for the future
  


17   of Connecticut's water supply.  And I'm almost
  


18   done.
  


19                  DPH is not and has never been
  


20   opposed to the term "public trust" or any law that
  


21   brings forward for the concept of public trust.
  


22   DPH was never opposed to placing Connecticut
  


23   General statute 201A-15 in the state water plan.
  


24                  My last paragraph.  DPH believes
  


25   and stated numerous times that the oversight and
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 1   authority of water lies in the authority and
  


 2   laws provided to the Water Planning Council
  


 3   agencies.  Many laws, some of which exist for well
  


 4   over a hundred years exist to oversee and balance
  


 5   the regulation of water.  These many environmental
  


 6   and public health laws and how they work together
  


 7   complement each other and potentially overlap to
  


 8   provide for the protection and preservation of the
  


 9   State's water resources.
  


10                  Jack, thank you very much.
  


11                  And the department is prepared to
  


12   sign off on the existing plan as is written.
  


13                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


14   Appreciate it.  Appreciate your comments very,
  


15   very much.
  


16                  And who is on the phone with us
  


17   please?
  


18                  KAREN BURNASKA:  Karen Burnaska.
  


19                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Hello Karen.
  


20                  MARY BATES:  Mary Bates.
  


21                  MAUREEN WESTBROOK:  Maureen
  


22   Westbrook and Dave Radka.
  


23                  BETSY GUERRA:  Betsy Guerra, CWWA.
  


24                  ERIC BROWN:  Eric Brown, CBIA.
  


25                  BETH BARTON:  Beth Barton, Day
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 1   Pitney, Jack.
  


 2                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Good morning.
  


 3                  FRED KLEIN:  Fred Klein, Pullman &
  


 4   Comley.
  


 5                  MIKE JENNINGS:  Mike Jennings from
  


 6   NEIWPCC.
  


 7                  JOSEPH LALIBERTE:  Joe Laliberte
  


 8   with CDM Smith.
  


 9                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Anyone else?
  


10                  DAVID MURPHY:  Dave Murphy.
  


11                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Good morning.
  


12                  I just want -- I was handed a
  


13   letter from the Bloomfield Town Council that last
  


14   night they voted on a motion, a statement that
  


15   water should be considered a public water trust
  


16   resource.
  


17                  And I handed that over to Rob, and
  


18   that will be put into the record.  So with that I
  


19   will entertain a motion to transmit this report of
  


20   the Water Planning Council relative to a
  


21   Connecticut state Water plan final report to the
  


22   General Assembly.  I look for a motion.
  


23                  LORI MATHIEU:  I'll will make a
  


24   motion.
  


25                  MICHAEL SULLIVAN:  Second.







10


 1                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Motion made and
  


 2   seconded that we transmit this report to the
  


 3   Connecticut General Assembly per state statute.
  


 4   We have done our work.  Any questions on the
  


 5   motion?
  


 6
  


 7                  (No response.)
  


 8
  


 9                  THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, all those in
  


10   favor signify by saying, aye.
  


11                  THE COUNCIL:  Aye.
  


12                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Opposed?
  


13
  


14                  (No response.)
  


15
  


16                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Congratulations.
  


17   Congratulations.  How about a round of applause
  


18   out there?  Thank you all very much.  Yes,
  


19   Michael.
  


20                  MICHAEL SULLIVAN:  I just want to
  


21   say one thing.  I mean, there's one person that's
  


22   not here that used to work at OPM that was like a
  


23   principal in terms of getting this started and
  


24   getting it funded and moving this along, and
  


25   that's Dave LeVasseur.
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 1                  And I just want to, for the record,
  


 2   you know, just indicate that I, for one, really
  


 3   appreciate what he did.  We would not be here
  


 4   without him and we certainly wouldn't be this far
  


 5   along.  So even though he's not here physically he
  


 6   is here in spirit, and I just want to say thanks
  


 7   to him.
  


 8                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Michael, thank you,
  


 9   and we miss him.  Thank you very much and I
  


10   certainly will call him later today and tell him
  


11   the good news.
  


12                  So moving forward we're going to
  


13   write a letter to the General Assembly, a simple
  


14   transmittal per public act.  We are transmitting
  


15   for the review.  I'm going to spell out what their
  


16   charge is.  Gail is going to fine tune that and
  


17   get that out to people.  And she's going to sign
  


18   off on that, if that's okay.
  


19                  LORI MATHIEU:  Sure.  Absolutely.
  


20                  THE CHAIRMAN:  And then moving
  


21   forward Mr. Neeley will be coordinating with Brie
  


22   Wolf from DPH, Lee Sawyer from DEEP, and whoever
  


23   you're going to put as your legislative person to
  


24   help us on this.
  


25                  MICHAEL SULLIVAN:  I'll find one.
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 1                  THE CHAIRMAN:  To coordinate with
  


 2   Nick.  They're going to be meeting on Friday to
  


 3   set up a plan moving forward so we could get this
  


 4   through the General assembly.
  


 5                  LORI MATHIEU:  Just to follow up on
  


 6   Mike's comment about Dave LeVasseur.  I also want
  


 7   to mention Ellen Blashinski who came before me.
  


 8   And she with Dave and Jack and Betsey worked
  


 9   really hard to get this moving forward and getting
  


10   started.
  


11                  And so you know, I talk to Ellen
  


12   quite a bit.  She's running the show at DPH now as
  


13   administrator, everything.  And so I thank her for
  


14   all of her foresight and input.  And I also just
  


15   to mention a shout out to Garrett Eucalitto who
  


16   participated on behalf of OPM for a little while.
  


17                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  If there's
  


18   nothing else to come before us, I entertain a
  


19   motion to adjourn?
  


20                  LORI MATHIEU:  So moved.
  


21                  MICHAEL SULLIVAN:  Second.
  


22                  THE CHAIRMAN:  All those in favor?
  


23                  THE COUNCIL:  Aye.
  


24                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


25
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 1                  (Whereupon, the above proceedings
  


 2   were concluded at 10:45 a.m.)
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