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The regular meeting of the Richfield Town Board was held on Monday, February 18, 2019 at the Richfield Town Hall. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Supervisor Palumbo.  Board Members in attendance were Eckler (via video conference from 37418 Lilly Bea Ave, Zephyrhills, Florida 33541), Frigault, K. Seamon, and R. Seamon.
Motion by Palumbo to pay all claims with three signatures, second by K. Seamon, Eckler – abstain, Frigault – yes, K. Seamon – yes, R. Seamon – yes, Palumbo – yes.
                                   A General                                            $      8,641.50
                                   B Town Outside village                      $           24.30
                                   DAHighway                                        $   118,858.71
                                   SL Street Lighting                              $          135.89
                                   Total                                                        127,660.40
Councilman K. Seamon would like Eckler’s location of video conferencing added to the January 21, 2019 minutes.
Motion by R. Seamon to accept January 21, 2019 minutes with the addition of Eckler’s location, second by K. Seamon. Eckler-yes, Frigault-yes, K. Seamon-yes, R. Seamon-yes, Palumbo-yes.
The board had another discussion on if voting should be allowed over video conferencing. They agreed it is a gray area. 
Highway Superintendent Proctor informed the board that the new Western Star snow plow truck has arrived. The highway department is getting the truck ready to go out on the road. The truck arrived with no grates; Tracy Road Equipment will send the grates at no additional charge to the town. Proctor asked the board to sign the 2019 agreement for the expenditure of highway moneys.

 Motion by Frigault to sign Agreement for the Expenditure of Highway Moneys, second by Palumbo, Eckler – yes, Frigault – yes, K. Seamon – yes, R. Seamon – yes, Palumbo – yes.

Clerk Young reported that fire and ambulance reports are on file. The Clerk has collected $958,000.00 in taxes to date. New York State has gone live with Electronic Death Records. The Clerk did the training for the EDRS on February 5th. All Death records will now be signed electronically through EDRS. The County will hold a rabies clinic on May 9th, 2019 from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm in the Town Garage.
Dan Sullivan reported the Planning Board held their monthly meeting on February 11, 2019. The board approved the special use permit for “The Barn at Hyder Creek Event Venue,” conditional on receiving the applicant’s SWPPP form. Isaac Ames presented his plans for a subdivision of his grandparent’s property. The board advised Ames of the steps he will need to take to move forward.
County Rep Keith McCarty offered an apology for not communicating the price increase per bag of garbage at the transfer station. The county received a $50,000 grant for a Styrofoam densifier, 
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which will be located in Oneonta at reuse center. The reuse center will accept all items excluding bedding and clothing, to keep usable items out of the landfills. The county is working on setting up assessor services. Supervisor Palumbo asked when this would be available as the Town of 
Richfield may need this service after this year. McCarty stated, by the end of this year. Otsego Rural Housing has received a $50,000 grant to help farmers fix up their homes. Grant applications need to be submitted by February 26, 2019. There is $50,000 available from bed tax for Community Events. Applications for the event grant need to be in by the end of February. 
Brad Smith of the Zoning Commission reported a meeting was held on February 12, 2019 to approve changes to the draft zoning ordinance and discussed possible dates for the public hearing. They are currently waiting to hear back from the school to confirm dates they can use their facility. Smith voiced his concerns to the board about the personal attacks that have been printed in the Pennysaver. He reminded Palumbo that he had already spoken to him over the phone about this matter. Smith has been a resident in the Town of Richfield for 50 years and has served on many boards; he has never faced the issue of being personally attacked for the work he has done serving the community.  The Zoning Commission is all volunteers; respect needs to be given for the work that has been done. He would like to see the Draft Zoning Ordinance come to a vote, and move forward.
The video conference connection with Eckler was lost.
Old Business
The 2018 court audits have been completed by Councilman K. Seamon and Frigault.
Motion by K. Seamon to accept TBR #1 of 2019, a resolution to accept the 2018 Court Audit, Second by Frigault.  Frigault – yes, K. Seamon – yes, R. Seamon – yes, Palumbo – yes.
Motion by Palumbo to appoint Janet Sylvester to the Board of Assessment Review, second by K. Seamon. Frigault – yes, K. Seamon – yes, R. Seamon – yes, Palumbo – yes.

Cyndy Andela of Andela Products and Ruby Lake Glass LLC spoke about the grant her company received from ESD (Empire State Development) to expand their business. The $950,000 grant is 20% of the proposed project that totals $5,000,000.  Ruby Lake Glass LLC received the grant for their proposed Business Park they hope to start in the Town of Richfield. They are looking at a few properties that will fit their business. One site of interest is off Rt 28, currently owned by the IDA. They have two years to become operational for the grant to be received.  

The County Hazard Mitigation meeting has been rescheduled to February 19, 2019; Proctor and Palumbo will attend the meeting.

Supervisor Palumbo informed the board he received the 2019 Poll Sight Agreement. The Clerk has already filled out the forms and sent them back to the Board of Elections. The Clerk will follow up with the Board of Elections to confirm they have been received.


Page 3 of 4

Motion by Palumbo to sign Highway Asset Management Program memorandum, second by R. Seamon. Frigault – yes, K. Seamon – yes, R. Seamon – yes, Palumbo – yes.

Budget Move

Motion by K. Seamon to increase budget line DA5130.2 from Unallocated fund balance in the amount of $100,000.00, second by Palumbo. Frigault – yes, K. Seamon – yes, R. Seamon – yes, Palumbo – yes.
Motion by K. Seamon to move $35,000.00 from DA5130.2 to DA9785.7 in the amount of $5,297.00 (interest for Western Star) and to DA9785.6 in the amount of $23,813.00 (principal for Western Star) second by Palumbo. Frigault – yes, K. Seamon – yes, R. Seamon – yes, Palumbo – yes.

The board discussed increasing the pay rate for the Transfer Station employee. Supervisor Palumbo would like the pay to be set at $12.25 per hour. Councilman K. Seamon would like to see the Transfer Station employee’s pay be raised to $13.30 an hour. There is enough money budgeted to make this increase.  Casella Waste will be closing the transfer station one hour early starting in March; Putman will have to do more work in less time.

Motion by K. Seamon to increase the Transfer Station Attendant wage to $13.30 per hour after the first five hour time card is submitted, second by R. Seamon. Frigault – yes, K. Seamon – yes, R. Seamon – yes, Palumbo – No.

There is an Arbor Day Community grant available for trees and shrubs.

The Census is hiring for the 2020 census.

Councilman K. Seamon asked the board if they are interested in hearing a presentation with NYDA in regards to LED street lighting. The board members are interested in learning more about LED street lighting.

The board has been discussing making updates to the Land Use fee schedule.

The New York State Planning Federation asked for a survey to be filled out in regards to how the Planning Board is run. Councilman Frigault will fill out the survey. 

Privilege of the Floor

Village Mayor Robin Moshier reported on the Village Board meeting. The Village is deciding on a company to change over the street lighting to LED lighting. The Village plans on owning their street lights. The Village is studying the possibility of hiring either a Constable or a Police Department position. The Village is about to receive the final copy of the Complete Streets Policy. 
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The board took a five minute break.

William Cole and Tracy Hula of Gates-Cole Insurance introduced themselves to the board as the Town’s new insurance agents. Gates-Cole recently bought out Larry Jubin of The Ames Agency after 44 years of business.  Gates-Cole will open an office at 142 Main Street, Richfield Springs.

Cole and Hula presented the board with an insurance proposal.

Motion by K. Seamon to adjourn at 9:08 PM, second by Palumbo. All members were in favor.

______________________________
Maggie Young, Clerk


