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I
n a bus at the popular 
Mile 2 bus-stop in La-
gos, a preacher from 
one of the well-known 
Pentecostal churches is 

Business behind 
the pulpit

busy distributing handbills 
inviting her co-travellers 
to a spirit-filled three-day 
programme of the church 
themed ‘3 Nights of Miracle 
Explosion’.

In a corner of the bus, a 
visibly angry man shouts 
down the preacher, accusing 

the church of extorting the 
congregation to establish 
mega-businesses for the pas-
tor who lives a lavish lifestyle.

“I was once a member of 
that church. You see that uni-
versity owned by the church, 
we built it. I put in my money 
and my sweat. Now that the 

university has been com-
pleted, I cannot afford to put 
my children there because of 
the high fees charged,” he says 
to everyone’s hearing.

“We thought we were 
building our own school, but 
we have only established a 
mega-business for the pastor 

and his family, plus so many 
other businesses owned by 
the church and built with our 
tithes and offerings.”

Time was when churches 
squarely faced their primary 
calling of propagating the 

…Nigeria’s mega-churches running mega-businesses

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

N8trn in 17 
years fails 
to lift oil 
region

T
he return of mili-
tancy and bombing 
of oil facilities have 
forced Nigerians to 

return to the two vexed is-
sues of whether the 13 per-
cent derivation awarded to 
oil states was paying any 
dividends in containing 
the agitation of the natives 
and whether the Amnesty 
programme granted the 

…As communities deny 
impact of 13% derivation
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N8trn in 17 years fails to lift ...

youth of the oil region has 
saved Nigeria’s oil woes.

Amnesty has so far gulped 
over N240billion in five years 
while 13 percent is said to have 
fetched over N5 trillion to the 
oil states. Added to the aver-
age of N250billion per year to 
the Niger Delta Development 
Commission (NDDC) for over 
10 years, the region could 
be counting over N8 trillion 
since the return of democracy, 
all aimed at pacifying the oil 
region, but bombing seems to 
be the ‘thank you’ the nation 
has received.

To make the matter clear, 
13 percent is a right to any 
region that brought revenue 
to the nation’s treasury, a kind 
of commission earned from 
fetching the revenue. It was 
50 percent in 1958 but was 
as low as 1.5 percent in 1984 
when Muhammadu Buhari 
was military head of state.

The NDDC was rather 
created to battle the damage 
done to the environment by 
oil exploration, not a share 
of oil wealth, according to a 
report by David Dafinone, 
one-time senator. Amnesty 
is an intervention action 
by the presidency during 
the Umaru Musa Yar’Adua 
regime to dissuade the youth 
of the oil region from fight-
ing for oil rights, a kind of 
butter to an offender instead 

of lashes.
The euphoria for winning 

the 13 percent when democ-
racy came beclouded other 
issues such as how to deploy 
the funds in the states and the 
place of the real oil communi-
ties. Soon after however, such 
demands grew loud and in 
2013, then president, Good-
luck Jonathan instituted a 
probe into how the deriva-
tion fund was being used to 
pacify the communities. As 
most other issues of account-
ability with that administra-
tion, the report may not have 
seen the light of day.

T h e  g o ve r n o r s  h ave 
formed a powerful lobby 
group against any sugges-
tion of handing the fund to 
the communities directly. 
The communities argue that 
they have outright right of 
ownership of the derivation 
fund but the states say all 
parts of a state should own 
the fund because the battle 
to win it at the national front 
could not have been possible 
if fought by the community 
people alone.

Other observers say often, 
the powerful political leaders 
in a state come from towns 
that do not even have oil. 
They cite the case of Ken Saro 
Wiwa whose Bane village 
may not have oil facilities 
but who rose to interna-
tional levels fighting for oil 
and environmental rights. 
When it was time to die, he 

also died for the oil producing 
sections of Ogoni, even if his 
village did not have oil or its 
pollution.

Most of the governors 
of the oil states do not come 
from oil producing commu-
nities. None of the governors 
that ruled Imo State comes 
from oil towns but the state 
collects from the 13 percent. 
It would be difficult for such 
a governor to allow the funds 
go to only the oil-bearing 
communities. This is about 
the same in all the oil states.

The argument of the states 
is also that when it comes to 
the effects of oil activities 
such as pollution, pipelines, 
inflation, the entire state 
bears it.

The states also argue that 
most of the projects such as 
road, schools, and electricity 
could hardly be stationed in 
one community or enjoyed 
by one person. Thus, they 
can afford to award scholar-
ships to oil communities but 
cannot give them roads alone 
without extending to other 
communities.

Some states have pointed 
to such huge impact proj-
ects to defend the derivation 
funds of years part. In Riv-
ers State, the past governors 
point gas turbine projects, 
hospitals, schools, dualisa-
tion of roads, free health, free 
education, foreign scholar-
ship schemes, massive agric 
projects, etc.

Akwa Ib om has b e en 
singled out as one of the best 
states in use of 13 percent 
with Ibaka sea port, new 
international airport, le Me-
ridien Hotel, massive roads, 
transformation of Uyo the 
state capital, new state sec-
retariat, and abolition of the 
“houseboy” status of the state.

Cross River is no more an 
oil state after losing their oil 
wells to Akwa Ibom State but 
it was able to build Tinapa 
and an agric economy with 
good roads.

Bayelsa started laudable 
projects such as the senatorial 
roads that were to make the 
entire state motorable, the 
19-tower hotel, the airport, 
the fishery project, an oil 
company, etc. Residents say 
none was completed from 
DSP Alamieyeseigha through 
Goodluck Jonathan to Seriake 
Dickson.

Dealta State concentrated 
in building Warri and creat-
ing a new economy around 
the town and also giving Asa-
ba a facelift later. They also 
built an airport and began an 
economy after oil project. Imo 
State allowed ISOPADEC to 
rebuild the oil areas but out-
cries are loud that not much 
was done. Abia created an 
oil commission that collects 
30 percent of the 13 percent. 
Many say administrative 
costs gulp much of this with 
the remnant used in rebuild-
ing primary schools and such 

projects. The impression is 
that states that created com-
missions used it to close the 
mouths of the agitators from 
oil areas.

The oil communities have, 
however, continued to press 
for recognition. They have 
taken their case to all places 
including Aso Rock. They 
have formed a block to fight 
for it.

Now that some militants 
are b ombing the region 
afresh, some groups have 
asked whether it is better to 
send the 13 per cent to the 
oil communities to pacify the 
militants. There is also no 
evidence that every militant 
has oil in his community. It 
is usually done as collective 
struggle such that when the 
dividends come, everybody 
would share from it. Asking 
only those from oil communi-
ties to share the booty when 
the war is won usually brings 
big trouble because the brunt 
was burn by all.

Pressure from the direct 
oil communities has led to 
the formation of traditional 
rulers of oil communities 
(TROMPCOM) which presses 
for greater attention from the 
derivation fund. The agita-
tors however see them as a 
gimmick by the state govern-
ments to reduce the intensity 
of the youths from oil com-
munities demanding for total 
takeover of the 13 percent.

T h i s  p re s s u re  fo rc e d 

s ome states to create oil 
communities development 
commissions such as Imo 
State Oil Producing Areas 
Development Commission 
(ISOPADEC) and their coun-
terparts in Abia, Delta and 
Edo. States such as Rivers, 
Akwa Ib om and Bayelsa 
did not bother to create one. 
Their style is to put the 
entire fund which s ome 
months rise to N12billion to 
the state budgets and spend 
from it. Often, the oil com-
munities say they did not 
feel the impact.

Now, activists are asking 
that states should designate 
projects as 13 percent projects 
so that eyes can see them 
as so. Many say this should 
be time to review the way 
the derivation fund is being 
used while others want it 
increased to 50 percent.

An insider in the Am-
nesty office who had years 
of dealings with over 30,000 
ex-militants said state gov-
ernments should help to en-
gage the youth in a kind of 
amnesty scheme. “The states 
should show clearly what 
they do with the 13percent. If 
they need to create a 13 per-
cent Commission to handle 
the money and do specific 
projects, especially in the oil 
communities, they should 
do it. If you go to the real oil 
communities, you will weep. 
Major projects are rather in 
non-oil areas of the oil region”.

Continued from page 1
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News 
IFAD kick-starts $85m 
climate change adaptation 
programme in 7 states

8th National Assembly live in 
affluence amidst economic downturn

D
espite public out-
cry on the need 
to drastically cut 
down the high 
cost of governance 

at all levels, the body language 
of the political office holders at 
federal level seems contradic-
tory, despite the crumbling 
living standard of Nigerians 
across the country.

To demonstrate their afflu-
ence, most of the Senators and 
members of the House of Rep-
resentatives have concluded 
plans to embark on overseas 
travels as the legislative ac-
tivities for the end of the first 
year anniversary wind down 
on Thursday, 23 June 2016, 
BDSUNDAY investigations 
revealed.

In a swift reaction to the de-
velopment, Vivian Bellonwu-
Okafor, head, Social Action, a 
non-governmental organisa-
tion has called for immediate 
review of the emoluments and 

allowances of elected public of-
ficials with the view to reflect 
the current socio-economic 
realities.

Bellonwu-Okafor, who 
expressed concern over the 
lifestyle of the political office 
holders at all levels,  said: “It is a 
known fact that while merely 
a handful of elected public 
officials are attuned with the 
feelings and conditions of the 
citizens who elected them, 
a teeming majority of these 
public officials lead a callously 
ostentatious lifestyles that 
depict sheer insensitivity and 
disconnect with the masses.

“It is on record that many 
state governors and lawmak-
ers acquire and maintain fleet 
of expensive cars, sprawling 
mansions and embark of end-
less foreign trips costing a 
quantum of tax payers’ money. 
It is not therefore, surprising 
that many of these public of-
ficials become guests of the 
EFCC upon leaving offices.

“It is time that the RMFAC 

should drastically review the 
emoluments and allowances 
of elected public officials and 
prune it to reflect the cur-
rent economic realities in the 
country. A situation where we 
are borrowing to pay the very 
unrealistic salaries and service 
the ostentatious lifestyles of 
elected public officials is a great 
disservice to the poor and long 
suffering masses of Nigeria,” 
Bellonwu-Okafor said.

Recall that each of the 36 
Land Cruiser VXR V8 pro-
cured by the leadership of 
the Senate, cost N36.5 million, 
while awaiting delivery of 
over 60 units.

Similar rev resurfaced 
at the last closed door ses-
sion during the Wednesday 
plenary session, where the 
lawmakers demonstrated un-
quenchable quest for luxury 
as agitations for procurement 
of 2016 Prado Jeep or 508 Peu-
geot, caused uproar among the 
lawmakers. According to the 
outcome of the search on ‘Price 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA, ABUJA

...as agitation for review of emoluments thickens

& Specification Guide June 
2016 Version 4 Model Year 
2016’ online, the Manufactur-
ers’ recommended unit price 
of the 508 Peugeot salon car 
ranges between 23,125 pounds 
and 30,975 pound while SW/
RXH ranges between 24,345 
pounds to 36,860 pounds.

While responding to the 
report, the House spokesman, 
Abdulrasak Namdas who de-
scribed the report as untrue, 
however, promised to make 
it available at the appropriate 
time.

“I have been reading re-
ports on our closed door ses-
sion; the reports of the closed 
sessions are not a true reflec-
tion on what has actually hap-
pened in the closed session.

“We will make it available, 
that is why we have weekly 
press briefings, whatever thing 
we discuss and it’s necessary to 
disclose we will let you people 
know,” Namdas said in reac-
tion to our Correspondent’s 
inquiry.

I
n order to curtail in-
creasing threats posed 
by adverse effects of 
climate change, the In-

ternational Fund for Ag-
ricultural  D evelopment 
(IFAD) has commenced cli-
mate change adaptation 
and agribusiness support  
programme aimed at sup-
porting states on sustainable 
agricultural practices.

The programme focuses 
on states in the Sahel region 
of the country, which in-

clude Kebbi, Jigawa, Sokoto, 
Borno, Yobe, Katsina and 
Zamfara States.

“From IFAD’s side, it is a 
$70 million-dollar loan and 
$15 million-dollar grant in 
the total sum of $85 mil-
lion to support the project,” 
Atsuko Toda, IFAD Nigeria 
country programme man-
ager, informed BDSUNDAY 
at the commencement of the 
programme. 

Explaining the compo-
nents of the programme, she 
said that in each of the se-
lected states, IFAD asks that 
each of the state governors 
choose three priority value 
chain of their choice.

“We would be starting 
with the markets, off-takers, 
pro c ess ors and organis-
ing farmers on production, 
capacity building around 
better management prac-
tices and really changing 
the mindset of smallholder 
farmers, and women and 
youth to begin to see agri-
culture as a business,” she 
said.

“Als o,  IFAD would b e 
looking at supporting in-
volved local governments 
on agricultural enterprise 
development to support the 
youths in agribusiness. This 
is not for political purposes, 
and as such would target 
those youths who are eager 
to make a difference such 
that they serve as incuba-

tors to train other youths 
in enterprise development,” 
she added.

Toda said IFAD would 
also be looking at the prior-
ity of communities, through 
community development 
associations, through foun-
dations of interactive de-
mocracy, while finding out 
communities want and fi-
nancing those, as well as en-
hancing their productivity 
and linking to those value 
chains.

“IFAD would be looking 
at a programme interven-

tion in probably 104 local 
governments, through the 
support of the Federal Min-
istry of Agriculture and 
collaboration of the states,” 
she said. 

Already, the state gov-
ernments have committed 
to the programme through 
paying their counterpart 
funding in a show of com-
mitment to agriculture and 
smallholder farmers.

Meanwhile, Audu Og-
beh, minister of agricul-
ture and rural development, 
at a meeting to mark the 
commencement of the pro-
gramme in Abuja, said as 
the desert was approaching, 
there was a need to design 
ways of ensuring that it 
doesn’t have adverse effect.

“We have problems with 
firewood while people are 
cutting down trees to make 
fire. We have to find ways 
of responding to the urgent 
call of nature in climate 
change. We need to grow 
more rice, wheat, among 
others,” he said.

“Any help we could get 
now for food production, 
we must take.  We can’t 
find help from commercial 
banks and yet we have to 
eat, and also develop small 
scale industries and also 
take advantage of process-
ing and marketing. These 
are the things we need to do 
urgently,” he added.

HARRISON EDEH, Abuja

L-R: Akinfela Akoni, president, Oxford and Cambridge Club of Nigeria; Diane Abbott, guest speaker; Ambassador Oladapo Fafowora, shadow secretary of State 
for International Development, United Kingdom, and Babatunde Macaulay, executive director, Personal and Business Banking, Stanbic IBTC Bank, at the 2016 
Oxbridge Spring Lecture sponsored by Stanbic IBTC, in Lagos, recently.
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Fitch: Nigeria FX Move Could Lift Growth, but 
Implementation Key – Reuters

N
igeria’s planned 
shift to a more 
flexible foreign-
exchange regime 

could aid the sovereign’s ad-
justment to lower oil prices 
and support growth, although 
implementation may present 
challenges, Fitch Ratings says. 
Establishing the new frame-
work’s credibility will be key 
to its effectiveness in attract-
ing portfolio flows and FDI to 
make up for lower oil export 
receipts. The Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) on Thurs-

day issued revised guidelines 
for a single, “market-driven” 
inter-bank FX market, open to 
authorised dealers and other 
entities. 

The central bank first in-
dicated that it planned to 
move to a more flexible ex-
change rate at its most recent 
Monetary Policy Committee 
meeting in May. The CBN’s 
previous policy of restrict-
ing access to the official FX 
market and supporting the 
naira, rather than risk the 
inflationary impact of de-

valuation, has been negative 
for Nigeria’s sovereign credit 
profile. Defending the naira 
has lowered reserves and 
increased external vulner-
abilities, while a shortage of 
hard currency has weighed 
on the non-oil economy. The 
change of policy is consistent 
with our view that the CBN 
would struggle to defend 
the naira indefinitely. But a 
backlog of unmet dollar de-
mand (estimates range from 
USD4bn to USD9bn) has built 
up and any inability to clear 

a significant portion of that 
backlog early in the transition 
would hinder the effective-
ness of the new framework. 
The CBN will introduce a 
new non-deliverable forward 
to try to limit exchange-rate 
volatility under the new sys-
tem, by moving some of the 
dollar demand to the futures 
market and away from the 
spot market. Even so, the CBN 
will probably have to deploy 
a large portion of its interna-
tional reserves during the first 
week(s) of implementation. 

...Kebbi, Jigawa, Sokoto, 4 others benefit
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Group solicits government support 
in combating extreme violence

2007 guber poll: Seven-&-half years after, 
experts absolve Aikomu of multiple voting

O
ver seven-and-
half years of the 
election petition 
court’s judgment 
that declared Ad-

ams Oshiomhole of the then 
Action Congress winner of 
the 2007 governorship elec-
tion in Edo State, experts  who 
participated in the legal tussle 
have exonerated the late Vice-
President Augustus Aikhomu 
of the allegation that he voted 
four times.

It would be recalled that 
the election petition tribunal 
and that of  appeal court up-
held the submission of the pe-
titioners based on documen-
tary evidence that the late 
Aikhomu voted four times.

The experts in their new 
publication titled, “Chart O”, the 
story of Oshiomhole’s emer-
gence as governor, opined that 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
created the fallacy by donat-
ing four times the number 
of voters accredited in Edo 
Central, which has less than 20 
percent of the total number of 
registered voters in the state to 

the senatorial district.
The author of the book, 

Frank Ehiosun at a public 
presentation of the book said 
the allocation of votes to the 
senatorial district was to en-
sure that Oserhiemen Osun-
bor who is from the district 
as well as PDP governorship 
candidate win the election.

“In 2007 INEC created the 
situation whereby Edo South 
which has 60 percent of the 
state voting population got 
less voters compared to Edo 
Central.

“The voters’ register for 
Central was quadrupled such 
that persons like Michael Ty-
son, Michael Jackson who are 
Americans resident outside

Nigerian shores and not 
qualified to vote or be vot-
ed for, were accredited by 
INEC which also created the 
situation where Aikhomu ap-
peared to have voted 4 times,” 
Ehiosun said.

According to him, “Aik-
homu actually registered once, 
in Unit 4 of Ward six in Esan 
Central, INEC accredited twice 
and recorded his name as 
number 15, 16, 34 and 39 in the 
manual and electronic register 

 IDRIS UMAR MOMOH, Benin

F
or Nigeria to stem the 
tide of religious and 
violent extremism in 
the country, the Fed-

eral Government must show 
concern and put modalities 
in the fight against counter-
ing extreme violence which 
brought divisions, especially 
between the north and the 
south eastern parts of the 
country.

The observation was made 
by the co-Executives of   Inter-
faith Mediator Centre (IMC) in 
Abuja at the end of a three-
day workshop on countering 
violent extremism for the 
North-South faith-based or-
ganisations and community-
based organisations.

“The government is a 
stakeholder in whatever 
you do as a people; if you 
don’t get the government 
to buy in they may miscon-
strue your intentions and 
they may act differently. 
Government is critical be-
cause whatever is done in 
this country if the govern-
ment buys into the idea, 
the idea will see the light of 
the day if they fail to buy 

the idea we may be doing 
things in a fruitless effort 
that is why government 
must come in. they should 
learn to support initiatives 
like this not waiting only 
for international agencies 
to this,” James Wuye, one of 
the co-executive of IMC said 
in an interview. 

According to him, “There 
is a great divide between the 
north and the south stereo-
types and anger transferred 
from one generation, negative 
narratives transferred from 
the older generation to the 
younger ones and there is a 
lot of mud-slinging among 
leaders from the north and 
leaders from the south; politi-
cal leaders and consequently 
religious leaders are following 
the same pattern. People are 
saying people should counter 
violence extremism but we   
advocate for the prevention 
through engagement among 
communities.”

The deputy chief of party 
of the tolerance programme, 
Muhammad Ashafa, said 
religious values have been 
hi jacke d by criminally-
minded people who in the 
name of religion are de-

stroying core values and 
institutions that give birth 
to the founding fathers of 
this nation.

“Proliferation of religious 
institutions, proliferation of 
religious leadership, prolifera-
tion of religious activities that 
have attendant consequences 
of negative radicalization that 
give birth to extreme violent 
extremism in our community 
is on rampage and because of 
this we say there must be a 
platform where the north and 
south must come together 
and talk, especially the north-
east with all the attendant 
consequences, with all the 
misuse of religion and the 
south eastern part of Nigeria 
with the looming danger of 
marching towards ethnic 
division,” Ashafa said.

“We identified that hate 
and dangerous speeches are 
flying around and these hate 
and dangerous speeches are 
with attendant consequences 
of reprisal attacks here and 
there and extreme demonisa-
tion of other ethnic nation-
alities in different parts of the 
Nigeria and we see Nigeria 
marching towards Rwanda 
1994,” he further said.

KEHINDE ABDULSALAM & 

the government of Oshiom-
hole, the author said it was to 
highlight the fact of life that 
there is reward for industry.

Augustus Aikhomu died 
August 17, 2011 at  the aged 
of 72.

for the April 14 2007 polls 
where he ‘voted’, a record four 
times, whereas in actual fact 
the late Vice-President did not.

“The truth is that Admiral 
Augustus Aikhomu, a well-
respected statesman, did not 
vote more than once. Those 
paid to do the ‘make up’ ac-
creditation were not detailed 
about the factor of multiple 
appearances of so many voters 
in the electronic register”.

Ehiosun further said: “We 
observed in this exercise that 
multiple accreditations were 
more prevalent in Edo Central 
senatorial district where more 
than 75 percent of the votes 
were invalidated as a result of 
this flaw.”

He also explained that 
‘Chart O’ was the product of 
seven months’ examination 
of  ballot papers, forms and 
result sheets from each polling 
unit used in the elections by a 
team of young Nigerians who 
believed in justice and went 
all out to ensure that the truth 
prevailed over the voting pat-
tern of the 2007 polls in Edo.

The chart, which was the 
last straw that broke the INEC 
and PDP back at the elections 

tribunal which declared Ad-
ams Oshiomhole as the winner 
of the 2007 election, upturning 
the victory of Osunbor, was 
done selflessly by the team 
who were at a time during the 
tribunal sittings, sent packing 

from the Oshiomhole cam-
paign headquarters.

On why he released the 
book dedicated to the late Greg 
Aruna, who though was part 
of the team that carried out 
the research, died 29 days into 

President Muhammadu Buhari and former vice president and chieftain of APC, Atiku Abubakar during a visit to the 
President in London.

2013 NEITI audit report: EFCC 
sets up task force to investigate 
alleged financial crimes

T
he Ec onomic and 
Financial  Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) 
has set up a Joint 

Task Force to wade into the 
revelation of alleged crimes 
contained in the recently 
released audit reports of the 
oil and gas sector conducted 
by Nigeria Extractive Indus-
tries Transparency Initiative 
(NEITI).

Membership of the task 
force is drawn from NEITI 
and the EFCC. The task force 
is to study the reports and 
identify areas where finan-
cial crimes have been com-
mitted against the nation.

NEITI in its 2013 audit in-
dicted the NNPC for failing to 
remit $3.8 billion and N 358.3 
billion to federation account. 
The report also revealed that 
the Federal Government lost 
$599.98 million to sharp prac-
tices by oil and gas companies 
in the period under review.

Announcing the setting 
up of the task force in Abuja 
at the weekend, Ibrahim 
Magu, acting chairman of 

the EFCC, said that it was no 
longer acceptable for NEITI to 
publish reports and agencies, 
companies and individuals 
that have clearly committed 
financial crimes as disclosed 
by the reports are left to go 
without sanctions.

Magu took the decision 
after receiving copies of 
the reports from the NEITI 
executive secretary, Waziri 
Adio, according to a state-
ment from Orji Ogbonnaya 
Orji, director of communica-
tion, NEITI.

“I have heard people say 
that NEITI has no teeth to 
bite, but today I assure you 
that by our renewed joint 
collaboration, the EFCC will 
provide NEITI with the re-
quired teeth to bite,” he said.

The EFCC chairman ad-
vised members of the task 
force to carry out the assign-
ments with utmost diligence 
by developing an action plan 
and make recommendations 
for immediate action by the 
commission.

Presenting the report ear-
lier, Adio lamented that while 
NEITI had been churning 

out series of reports since 
2004, it was regrettable that 
no one had either been tried 
or convicted for infractions 
on the NEITI Act. He called 
on the EFCC to step in and 
help NEITI enforce required 
sanctions.

Adio explained that by the 
NEITI-EITI process, informa-
tion and data contained in the 
reports are based on facts vol-
untarily provided and signed 
up by the covered entities 
during the audit process. He 
added that the recent report 
on oil, gas and solid minerals 
for the period 2013 highlight-
ed several issues that require 
full scale investigations by 
the EFCC.

The visit to EFCC by NEITI 
is coming on the heels of the 
presentation of the reports to 
the Nigerian Senate at plena-
ry. During the Senate debate 
on the report, a nine-member 
committee headed by Senator 
Jubril Barau, chairman, Sen-
ate Committee on Petroleum 
(Downstream), was set up to 
study the report and advise 
the upper house on necessary 
legislative actions.

KENNETH AZAHAN, Abuja



L-R: George Marks, Acting Managing Director Of Julius Berger Plc; Cecilia Madueke, Company 
Secretary, and Mutiu Sumonu, chairman, at the 46thannual general meeting of Julius Berger in Abuja.

L-R: Ajiboye Olanike, Principal, Akande Dahunsi Junior High School; Ikenna Ikeme, director, regulatory 
& CSR, Etisalat Nigeria; Badejo Olayinka, principal, Akande Dahunsi Senior High School, and 
Mudashiru Raji, secretary, Administration, Education District 3, Ikoyi Lagos, at the formal handover of 
educational equipment to Akande Dahunsi Junior and Senior High School by Etisalat Nigeria.

L-R: Kemi Durosinmi-Etti,representative of the wife of the Lagos State Governor,. Matthew Willsher, 
chief executive officer, Etisalat NigeriaOluranti Adebule,  Lagos State Deputy,  governor , Olanrewaju 
Ogunyemi,   chairman, lagos state house committee on education,  presenting prizes to the winner of 
the 2016 Spelling Bee Competition, Olufemi Olaseinde of Shasha Community Senior High School at 
the grand finale of the 2016 Spelling Bee Competition for Lagos Primary and Secondary Schools in 
partnership with Etisalat Nigeria in Lagos.

L-R: Michael Pietschmann, manager, international project, Beyerdy Namic; Elmira Moraveji, operation 
manager, Middle East And Africa, Beyerdy Namic; Peter Madu, Managing Director, Anti-Tech Ltd; 
Robert Winterhoff, managing director, Beyerdy Namic; Charlotte Madu, executive director, Anti-
Tech Ltd, and Bernd Neubauer, Wireless System Specialist, , At 2016 West Africa Energy Of Sound 
Conference in Abuja 

L-R: Hazim Umar, Special adviser to the president, Nigerian School Sports Federation (NSSF); 
Alhamadu Goroh, deputy director for sports, School Education Board, Abuja; Ibrahim Mohammed, 
president, NSSF; Victor Ikpeba, Ex-international footballer; and Obafunso Usman, assistant director 
of sports, FCT/Abuja coordinator, NSSF; at the 2016 COP Spelling Bee Competition-5

L-R: Uche Uwechia, GSK Consumer Nigeria Plc, company secretary/ legal director; Abimbola Williams, 
head of health and child survival, Save The Children Nigeria; Thandalam Dayanand, managing director, 
GSK Consumer Nigeria Plc and Bolaji Sanyaolu, communications and engagement manager, GSK 
Consumer Nigeria Plc, at the GSK’S 2016 orange day united in Lagos.
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L-R: Diran Olojo, group head, corporate affairs, First City Monument Bank (FCMB); Oliver Ibedim; 
Catherine Igbokwe, both beneficiaries of the bank’s sponsored Priceless Gift of Sight project; Edisua 
Iso, chairperson, Bakassi Local Government, and Shailendra Gahilod, Ophthalmic Surgeon with the 
Tulsi Chanrai Foundation during the community outreach programme in Calabar, Cross River state.

L-R: Judith Mbonu, manger Nigeria operations procurement, ExxonMobil; Justine Jim-Halliday, 
assistant secretary, Bonny Chiefs’ Council; Adeyemi Fakayejo, manager, field, P&GA, and Pauline 
Ekong, supervisor, corporate services procurement, both of ExxonMobil at the recently held MPN 
Bonny contractors forum.
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NewsFeature
Niger Delta: Return of the buccaneers

I
t is big business negotiating and 
representing a militant cell. 
Most of those who did this years 
back in the heydays of militancy 
ended up becoming the super-

rich of today and the political lords 
of the oil region. They said what the 
militants said or may not have said, 
and got deals for everyone.

Many came into relevance and 
climbed into positions of authority 
today. The result was that the mili-
tants got amnesty and big money and 
pipeline protection contracts while 
the mediators and ‘mediatresses’ 
bought property at home and abroad 
and won influence backed by the fear 
of militant backers that could destroy 
any opponent.

The past administration’s fall led 
to a big crash and the wipe-off of a 
generation that was thrown into 
irrelevance. Many never envisaged 
the fall of President Goodluck Jona-
than or the defeat of an incumbent 
president. It never happened before 
in Nigeria. Now, reality stares many 
in the face; loss of wealth, confisca-
tion of assets, and sudden poverty 
seem to share bed with many in the 
region. The return of militancy and 
the signal by Abuja that negotiation 
is possible has galvanised the region 
into activity.

Now, many midnight meetings 
are going on in the creeks, other 
consultations are raging in various 
communities. In the cities, there are 
many seminars and peace forums 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU deliberating on the way forward. 
The communiqué of seminars are 
published daily in the newspapers 
with appeals for ‘dialogue’ on the part 
of the militants but encouragement 
to the federal government to listen 
to the requests of the ‘boys’.

How it began
In 2005, Rivers State erupted in 

violence. Before then, the Warri axis 
was engulfed in pipeline vandalism 
and violence. The then governor in 
Rivers State, Peter Odili, had close 
relationship with the president, 
Olusegun Obasanjo, and was relied 
upon to help protect Nigeria’s oil 
facilities at the time when the state 
accounted for over 50 percent of the 
nation’s oil production.

Odili was a man of immense 
contacts whose political camp went 
beyond tribal base because of his very 
small tribe in Ndoni section of Ogba/
Egbema/Ndoni local council area 
of Rivers State, a micro-minority in 
fact. He had to build a large following 
beyond tribe ranging from Ikwerre, 
Ogoni, Kalabari, and others to defeat 
his opponents.

So, when militancy came, he 
called upon these contacts to reach 
whoever was doing anything evil in 
any part of the state. Thus, the evil-
doer would name a price and the state 
government would try to meet it, for 
peace to reign.

Odili would not meet the militants 
directly, so middlemen emerged who 
spoke for the bad boys and reported 
back the governor’s message. Many 
say the duty grew into a big industry 
as they claim that while the govern-

ment released huge sums, the mili-
tants got peanuts.

At a point, every middleman had 
a territory and these soon became ‘oil 
fields’ for them. Any trouble that took 
place would be blamed on a particular 
middleman. These middlemen began 
to give conditions for peace. Each time 
a major event or anniversary was to 
take place or a visitor was expected, 
sections would submit what the ‘boys’ 
said they needed for peace to reign. 
Soon, this became a system.

One man said no
This continued until amnesty 

came and the settling of the ‘boys’ be-
came a national pastime. One person 
objected to this method and drew fire. 
Chibuike Amaechi was a strong Odili 
man and was believed to have seen 
the racket develop and grow into a big 
industry. When he became governor, 
he said outright no to such deals and 
dared the militants.

Various middlemen and women 
appealed to him to rescind his deci-
sion of no-money for peace, showing 
how dangerous it was. He refused 
and invited the army and police as 
response and armed them with the 
money he was expected to dole out 
to the bad boys.

Both groups went into the trench-
es; the bad boys went to the creeks 
and opened fire, the governor took 
the army to the city to fight back. This 
left the middlemen to decide where to 
join. Many became bats, joining the 
government in the day and the mili-
tants at night. To this day, many have 
not forgiven Amaechi on this score.

The matter was debated at all 

levels: to fight the militants or to pay 
them. At the first South-South Eco-
nomic Summit in Calabar, this was 
a major debate between governors 
for and against buying peace from 
the militants. Amaechi stood alone 
where Akwa Ibom, Bayelsa and Delta 
stood firmly for buying peace as Edo 
and Cross River merely smiled away.

Amaechi fought on until he won. 
Many applauded him, but the mili-
tants, now ex-, and their representa-
tives never saw anything funny in 
this. One ex-warlord told this writer 
on telephone in 2011 during the elec-
tions that he cleared out of the state 
to make sure that nobody linked him 
to any bad thing. Some of his boys 
pleaded with this writer’s partners 
to ‘find us something, you know that 
oga no de show face again’.

The bad boys managed with 
amnesty payouts while the middle-
men and women who had grown 
into overlords became the political 
wheelers and dealers of the region. 
Soon, the bubble burst in April 2015.

Fresh bombing, fresh windows
The silence and lack continued 

until the Niger Delta Avengers 
launched the first bomb that knocked 
out pipelines. More bombs followed 
as the group said their target is zero 
oil for Nigeria.

The President Muhammadu 
Buhari administration responded 
with military raids but the bombers 
showed invincibility and greater de-
termination to bomb more. Nigerians 
cried for solution and the FG agreed 
to hold peace talks. Then, the region 
exploded in excitement.

The first result is that new mili-
tant groups quickly announced 
themselves and made demands. The 
next is that the governors met with 
the vice president in Aso Rock and 
Nigerians began to hear all manner 
of conditions by the ‘militants’, includ-
ing demands for dropping of charges 
on politicians accused of corruption. 
Those interested in oil blocs said that 
was the reason for the bombing even 
when evidence emerged that no oil 
bloc belonging to any northerner 
has so far been bombed in the face of 
claims that the bombs were to protest 
dominance of northerners in owner-
ship of oil blocs.

A reliable source told BDSUNDAY 
during the week that the dialogue 
should be discontinued for the simple 
reason that everybody was forming 
militant groups to qualify.

“I have concluded that that there 
is no need for dialogue because we 
now have MEND, the Liberation 
Front, and more coming up for rec-
ognition just because government 
said it wants to dialogue with the 
Niger Delta Avengers (NDA),” the 
source said.

“Where were these groups before? 

Why are they coming up now? It is 
obvious that these are groups belong-
ing to politicians who want relevance 
overnight. That is why there is no use 
continuing with dialogue because 
fake groups are springing up to dis-
rupt it and distract the government,” 
he said.

The source further said since the 
NDA has already made its demands, 
government should not bother to 
discuss because the position was 
now known and FG could only show 
commitment to those points raised: 
oil bloc allocation, East West Road, 
adequate funding of the Amnesty, etc.

“Just begin to do these things. 
Kachikwu [the minister of state for 
petroleum] seems to understand this 
matter due to what he told Chibuike 
Amaechi about need to take develop-
ment of the Niger Delta seriously. The 
FG should make commitments that 
the next budget will address the issues 
and that the next oil bloc allocation 
round would address it also,” he said.

A highly placed executive of a 
federal agency deeply involved in 
mobilising for peace disclosed to a 
group of top visiting journalists that 
the problem with the dialogue process 
was that the buccaneers were back. 
He explained that there were those 
who made fortunes mediating for 
militants in the past and they seem 
to believe that the opportunity is 
here again.

He said this scenario creates ad-
ditional problem of knowing who 
is talking for militants or not in a 
region where you would not meet 
the militants directly. He said the FG 
was being careful and has used past 
indicators to monitor the middlemen 
and negotiators.

He also feared that since the mid-
dlemen had intentions, if they failed 
to realise them, they could sponsor 
trouble and blame it on the FG for 
failing to heed the call of the youths 
of the oil region. The FG is said to be 
anticipating this scenario and could 
be preparing for responses.

Conclusion
The FG may have to create trans-

parent negotiation processes. The 
middlemen may feel they lost out and 
decamping to the ruling party may 
look brazen, hence the opportunity 
offered by dialogue window. If they 
help the president secure peace, they 
may feel important to be courted 
and wooed. For now, the relevance 
quotient of any Niger Delta politician 
seems to be the troops he commanded 
and his/her ability to say, ‘Let there be 
peace’, and there is peace.    

Many have suggested that the 
FG should recognise one platform 
for negotiation, being the platform 
of traditional rulers of the oil region, 
but others argued in Port Harcourt 
during the week that this too could 
not be relied upon.

…Middlemen seek relevance mediating for militants, create own conditions for return of peace

…as FG sues for peace in the oil region
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2016 NBA-SBL conference: 
Boosting economy through law reform

W
hen the organ-
isers of the an-
nual business law 
conference of the 
Nigerian Bar As-

sociation’s Section on Business Law 
(NBA-SBL) chose ‘Law Reform and 
Economic Development’ as the theme 
for this year’s event, they left no one 
in doubt that they had a very clear 
focus. Indeed, at a time the Nigerian 
economy continues to face challeng-
ing times, it is only pertinent to think 
outside the box. One way of doing this 
is, just as the conference organizers 
have done, to explore and highlight the 
role law reform can play in facilitating 
economic development.

With many of the country’s laws 
having been in the statute book for 
50 years or more without any tinker-
ing, the organizers of the conference 
are positive that many of them may 
have become outdated and in need of 
reform. This is why the theme of this 
year’s conference is indeed very apt 
and could not have come at a better 
time. Hopes are therefore high that 
the conference will produce a report 
that will help the Federal Government 
as it seeks ways out of the country’s 
economic quagmire.   

Babatunde Ajibade (SAN), chair of 
the Conference Planning Committee, 
said this much at a press parley to an-
nounce the conference programme 
in Lagos.

“We are looking at the state of the 
nation and we are looking at critical 
factors required to drive the economy 
forward. There’s an urgent need to pay 
attention to a lot of our laws; many 
of them have been in our statute 
book for 50 years or more without 
any tinkering or touching. And we 
need to start thinking about different 
ways of approaching the reform of our 
economy and the best place to start is 
the foundation and base, which is the 
law. That is why we have chosen this 
theme, and I think it is very important 
and apt for this time,” Ajibade said.

“We are looking forward to a great 

conference. We are expecting that the 
report from this conference will be 
instrumental to our lawmaking pro-
cess and ultimately economic growth. 
Reports from previous conferences 
have been presented to the govern-
ment and we are hoping it would help 
both the legislature and the executive 
as they consider setting a base for 
the diversification of the economy,” 
he added.

And so, it is with this mindset 
that business lawyers, policymakers, 
government officials, key industry 
stakeholders and regulators, experts 
in various fields as well as the business 
community will converge on Trans-
corp Hilton Hotel, Abuja from June 
22 to 24, 2016 to interact, deliberate, 
exchange ideas and critically examine 
Nigeria’s business laws with a view 
to proposing necessary reforms that 
would enhance economic growth and 
development.

This mindset also not only in-
formed the choice of the topic for 
the keynote address, ‘Africa Rising: 
Managing Africa’s Economies for the 

Benefit of Its Peoples’, scheduled to 
be delivered by Vice President Yemi 
Osinbajo at the conference opening 
dinner on Wednesday, June 22; but 
also reflects in the choice of topics 
for the various plenary sessions of 
the conference. These include ‘Law 
Reform and Economic Development’, 
‘Managing Nigeria’s Economy – Law 
or Institutional Reforms?’, ‘Vehicle 
for Doing Business: Is CAMA Fit for a 
Modern Growing Economy?’, ‘Power 
Sector Reform and Economic Devel-
opment’, ‘Future Prospects for the Oil 
Industry’, ‘Promoting Commercial 
Agriculture as an Imperative – What 
is Required to Awaken this Sleeping 
Giant?’, among others.

To ensure very enriching delib-
erations and outcomes, the organizers 
have also not left any stone unturned 
in search of high-powered resource 
persons. This is why prominent legal 
luminaries and experts from other 
fields have been pencilled down to be 
in attendance. They include Justice 
Mahmoud Mohammed, Chief Justice 
of Nigeria (CJN); Mallam Abubakar 
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Malami (SAN), Attorney General of 
the Federation; Ibe Kachikwu, min-
ister of state for Petroleum Resources 
and group managing director of NNPC; 
Kemi Adeosun, finance minister, and 
Babatunde Fashola, minister of power, 
works and housing.

Other confirmed attendees include 
Kayode Fayemi, minister of solid 
minerals; Lanre Babalola, a former 
minister of power; Nasir el Rufai, 
governor of Kaduna State; Fola Adeola, 
chairman, Fate Foundation, chairman, 
Pension Reform Committee and pio-
neer chairman, Pension Commission, 
and a host of others.

Theodora Kio-Lawson, chairper-
son of the SBL Research and Publicity 
Committee, said the SBL conference 
has become a very important date in 
the legal calendar in Nigeria, adding 
that the conference planning commit-
tee was making all efforts to ensure a 
successful conference.

“This being the 10th of our annual 
conferences, we are particularly proud 
to be hosting it and we are leaving 
no stone unturned to make sure that 

it will be a spectacular conference,” 
she said.

On why the 2016 conference is 
moving to Abuja, Kio-Lawson said be-
sides the fact that it is the 10th edition, 
the organisers thought it wise to drive 
home the theme of the conference 
by taking it right to the seat of power 
where it matters most.

“We think that if we are going to 
be dealing with law reform, we re-
ally need to be hosting the conference 
where the law is being reformed, and 
Abuja is the place,” she said.

To ensure that the conference 
does not become a mere talk shop, 
Kio-Lawson said this year’s confer-
ence would build on the success of last 
year’s, which had the theme ‘Regula-
tors as Catalysts for Economic Growth’.

On the specific impact of the 2015 
conference, she said as a follow-
through from the conference, the SBL 
has formed a joint committee with the 
Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC) 
and that the committee’s constant 
interaction has led to improvement 
in the operations of the CAC and, ulti-
mately, in the business environment.

She also spoke on the ongoing en-
gagement with the Financial Report-
ing Council of Nigeria (FRC) as well 
as frequent consultation of the SBL 
with some agencies of government, 
such as the Department of Petroleum 
Resources (DPR), among others.

The NBA Section on Business Law 
(SBL) is the special arm of the Nigerian 
Bar Association which engenders the 
development of commercial law and 
specialised commercial law practice 
in Nigeria.

The SBL currently has 19 com-
mittees focused on specialized areas 
of commercial law practice and ad-
dressing issues from different sectors 
of the Nigerian economy. Through its 
committees and strategic partnerships 
with government parastatals and/or 
legislative bodies, the section organ-
ises regular workshops, seminars and 
training programmes for members, 
with a view to promoting commercial 
and business interests in Nigeria.

L-R: Babatunde Ajibade (SAN), chair, Conference Planning Committee, 2016 NBA-SBL Business Law Conference; Kayode Fayemi, minister 
of solid minerals; Asue Ighodalo, chairman, NBA Section on Business Law (SBL), Priscila Ogwemoh, treasurer, and Endurance Uhumuavbi, 
administrator, during a courtesy call on the minister, recently.

Indian Cultural Association says 
Yoga elongates life-span  

T
he Indian Cultural As-
sociation has listed the 
benefits of Yoga to include 
enhancement of vitality, 

focus, memory and productivity, as 
well as relief from back pains, stress, 
chronic illnesses and tension.

According to Sanjay Jain, vice 
president of the association, Yoga 
stabilises the body, mind and emo-
tions while boosting team work and 
communication.

 “It can relieve from chronic ail-
ments and improves overall health,” 

Jain said in a statement.
Yoga is an ancient physical, 

mental and spiritual practice that 
originated in India. The word ‘yoga’ 
derives from Sanskrit and means 
to join or to unite, symbolising the 
union of body and consciousness.

It is mostly practised by the Ori-
entals, though mainstream Chris-
tian faith does not accommodate 
this practice.

“Just five minutes a day can 
transform your life! Whether you’re 
seeking health and joy or peace and 
love, whether it’s success in the 
world or inner exploration you’re 

striving for, these simple practices 
are designed to help you cut through 
the struggle and walk through life 
with ease,” he said.

He said the United Nations 
proclaimed June 21 as the Inter-
national Day of Yoga, recognising 
the holistic benefits of this practice 
and its inherent compatibility with 
the principles and values of the 
organisation.

He added that the draft resolu-
tion establishing the International 
Day of Yoga was proposed by India 
and endorsed by a record 175 mem-
ber states.

“The proposal was first intro-
duced by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in his address during the open-
ing of the 69th session of the General 
Assembly, in which he said: ‘Yoga is 
an invaluable gift from our ancient 
tradition. Yoga embodies unity of 
mind and body, thought and action 
... a holistic approach that is valuable 
to our health and our well-being. 
Yoga is not just about exercise; it is 
a way to discover the sense of one-
ness with yourself, the world and 
the nature,” he said.

He said Yoga in Nigeria before 
declaration of the World Yoga Day 

might have been existing in a very 
small way and on individual basis.

“World Yoga Day has brought 
the consciousness in the public 
about the benefits of Yoga and in 
some quarters, it is a first time in-
formation that such thing is also in 
existence.

Celebrating World Yoga Day at 
the premises of Indian High Com-
mission last year and this year will 
certainly boost the information & 
knowledge levels of people thereby 
pave way for them to adopt Yoga in 
their daily life for getting the ben-
efits as narrated above,” he stated.

ODINAKA ANUDU
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Governors maintain lavish 
lifestyle despite economic crunch

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE & 
ABANG PATRICK

A
nti-corruption 
campaigners in 
the country have 
reacted angrily 
over the latest 

N90 billion bailout funds an-
nounced by Kemi Adeosun, 
minister of Finance, to state 
governments, describing the 
governors as parasites seeking 
more money to sustain osten-
tatious lifestyle. 

“The amount of the loan is 
N50billion for three months 
to be shared with all the par-
ticipating 36 states and N40 
billion for nine months,” the 
minister announced during 
a meeting with Commission-
ers of Finance on the Fiscal 
Sustainability Plan (FSP),” and 
added that “the loan which 
was secured from the private 
sector is not a bailout because 
there are conditions attached 
to it. All 36 states are ready to 
abide by the set conditions.”

Many Nigerians are wor-
ried that the life of affluence 
adopted by state governors 
has no bearing, whatsoever, 
with their legitimate earnings, 
based on the approved remu-
neration package prepared 
by the Revenue Mobilisation 
Allocation and Fiscal Commis-
sion (RMAFC). 

BDSUNDAY reliably gath-
ered that un-appropriated, 
unaudited and unaccounted 
monthly security votes for the 
governors is a major reason 
they are still able to live big 
despite economic hardship 
and travel often with large 
entourage, while depending 
on bailout to pay salaries.

For instance, the least oil 
producing state governors in 
the South-South, BD SUNDAY 
learnt, receives between N500 
and N700 million as monthly 
security vote, depending on 
amount of allocation from 
federal purse to the state, with 
some desperate governors al-
legedly tampering with state’s 
Internally Generated Revenue 
(IGR) to make for the shortfall, 
since allocation from the cen-
tre has been pruned.   

Also, documents obtained 
by BDSUNDAY show that a 
certain serving governor in 
a South-Eastern state takes 
home N1billion monthly as 
security vote, in addition to 
other financial recklessness 
as captured in the documents.

Adeleye Adewole, chair-
man, Centre For Organisa-
tional and Professional Ethics 
(COPEAFRICA), said the con-
tinued flamboyant lifestyle of 

Nigerian governors is a clear 
indication that they are still 
living in the past, adding that 
Nigerian electorates are gradu-
ally catching up with them in 
terms of asking questions.

“Just last week, Ondo State 
Governor Olusegun Mimiko, 
travelled to Chattam House, 
London, with huge entourage 
for image making. This is how 
they waste states’ resources for 
journeys that will not generate 
revenue for their respective 
states,” he told BDSUNDAY.

He noted that the contin-
ued cry of Nigerian governors 
for bailout funds from the Fed-
eral Government is a symp-
tom that many of them lack 
managerial abilities which are 
required of them to turn their 
states’ finances around for the 
benefits of their people.

“The mentality of many 
Nigerian governors is very 
poor. They are not forward-
looking. If they are, they would 
be thinking how best to create 
wealth for their respective 
states in the face of fall in 
oil prices. That is why I am 
happy that oil price is down. 
That is what is helping us now 
because there is no money to 
spend just anyhow now. I am 
actually praying that oil price 
will fall to $4 per barrel in the 
coming days,” he said.

According to him, if Ni-
gerian governors are not still 
living in the past when col-
lective resources are shared 
among party faithful, many 
of them would have come out 
clean concerning what exactly 
they take home monthly as 
security vote.

“If the governors are sin-
cere and want to do things dif-
ferently in this dispensation, 
they should come out clean 
by stating what exactly their 
monthly security vote is. This 
is the wisest thing for them to 
do, to surrender 80% of their 
security votes. They should 
not wait for Nigerians to com-
pel them to do that,” he fumes.    

Auwal Musa, executive di-
rector, Civil Society Legislative 
Advocacy Centre (CISLAC), 
chairman, Zero Corruption 
Coalition (ZCC) and national 
contact, Transparency Inter-
national (TI), described Nige-
rian governors as ‘economic 
parasites’ continually sucking 
the nation’s wealth and giving 
nothing back in return.

 He said: “They continue 
to take without giving any-
thing in return. They take 
bailout and still owe backlog of 
salaries of civil servants. They 
are lazy and have continued 
business as usual. We cannot 

continue like this and survive 
as a nation. I am appealing to 
the media not to get wearied; 
I am calling on religious leaders 
and civil society organisations, 
anti-corruption campaigners 
to up their game in monitoring 
states governors”.

Auwal, who laments that 
the current fight against cor-
ruption is yet to dawn on state 
governors, said that embezzle-
ment of public funds is still 
very rampant across Nigerian 
states and among local govern-
ment officials, which accord-
ing to him, is pioneered by 
state executives.

“The FG cannot fight cor-
ruption in the state because 
we are running a federal sys-
tem of government. It is the 
people that must continue to 
question their governors and 
local government officials. At 
the moment, the governors 
do not support the FG’s cor-
ruption fight. President Buhari 
is alone in this fight. He can 
only handle corruption at the 
FG level. Unfortunately, the 
states do not have the same 
zeal,” he said.    

Although, quite a handful 
of Nigerian past governors had 
at one time or the other attract-
ed radar of the Economic and 
Financial Crime Commission 
(EFCC) for corruption-related 
offences since 2003 when it 
was established by former 
president, Olusegun Obasanjo, 
anti-corruption campaigners 
are of the view that the wealth 
the governors acquire through 
security vote confer on them 

the financial power to fight 
back the system when out of 
office, hence, none of them has 
been convicted.     

Niyi Owolade, former dep-
uty speaker, Osun State House 
of Assembly and one-time 
Attorney-General of the state, 
told BDSUNDAY that unless 
excessive security votes to 
states governors are checked, 
Nigerian governors will con-
tinue to have the means to live 
bigger than their respective 
states.

He said even at the moment 
when monthly allocation from 
Abuja is not as huge as it used 
to be following the global fall 
in oil prices, some governors 
now depend on IGR to sustain 
their ostentatious lifestyle, 
while preaching austerity to 
civil servants.

He said: “For example, 
Governor Ruaf Aregbesola 
is in-charge of local govern-
ments in the state. The im-
plication of this is that he is 
the supervisor of the money 
coming to the local govern-
ment areas. As sole adminis-
trator of the state, he decides 
what pleases him. I hear the 
Osun governor still takes his 
N500 million monthly secu-
rity vote. Security vote is the 
secret behind this sustained 
flamboyant lifestyle of some 
Nigerian governors”.

Governor Ben Ayade of 
Cross River State is one of 
the governors in the present 
dispensation that love travel-
ling abroad to woo investors 
to the state.

BDSUNDAY gathered that 
Ayade has signed a stand-
ing order with some banks 
in the state to pay workers’ 
salaries on the 25th of every 
month even if he is outside 
the country. He followed it up 
by announcing himself as the 
Commissioner for Tourism 
because of public criticism 
over his excessive travelling 
abroad. 

He is also one of the gov-
ernors who have spent more 
time abroad than in his state. 
Each time he goes abroad, he 
spends between one to two 
months shuttling from one 
country to another without 
transferring powers to his 
deputy to act or transmitting 
a letter to the state House of 
Assembly for his deputy to act 
on his behalf.   

Ayade is also one of the 
very few who, despite the 
economic crunch, appointed 
the highest number of com-
missioners from 13 at a time 
to 29 when the economy was 
on the red with more than 35 
special advisers and personal 
assistants.    He also increased 
the number of ministries and 
agencies from 13 to 29 at a 
time even the Federal Govern-
ment was cutting down cost 
of governance. He is also the 
only chief executive of a state 
to have appointed Cross River 
Envoy to African Develop-
ment Bank and even promised 
to expand his government 
with more appointments.

Defending the need for 
security vote, Anselm Ojezua, 

chairman, All Progressives 
Congress (APC), Edo State 
chapter, said the first thing 
Nigerians have to understand 
is that the concept of security 
vote is not a product of the 
governors; even though they 
are the beneficiaries.

“Some people sat down 
and thought that it was a wise 
thing to do to make provision 
for it. It’s so because of the 
bureaucracy in government. If 
you have emergency security 
matter happening now and 
you need to address it you will 
start filling files and writing 
memos and before the money 
comes out, days or weeks af-
ter, that disaster would have 
already happened.

“But with the availability 
of security votes you are able 
to address the issue. The bud-
get that was made for secu-
rity agencies did not anticipate 
these emergencies. The first 
thing security agencies would 
do is to give the governors 
their requirements to deal 
with such emergency. If the 
governor is not forth-coming 
with the money, the problem 
will not be addressed. We can 
see evidence of security in Edo 
State,” he told BDSUNDAY.

He noted that in the past, 
residents of the state used to 
advise relatives in Europe and 
America not to come home 
during festive period because 
of cultism, kidnapping and 
armed robbery activities, but 
today, the issues have been sig-
nificantly dealt with, through 
security votes.  

...They are economic parasites - anti-graft campaigners
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NewsFeature

T
he Nigerian uni-
versity system ap-
pears to have lost 
its bearing, going 
by recent happen-

ings. This was a system that 
prided itself as a beacon of 
hope with high moral, ethical 
and academic standards in 
the 1960s and 1970s where 
world-class engineers, medi-
cal doctors, architects and 
other professionals were pro-
duced. And these citadels of 
higher learning ensured that 
the graduates thus produced 
were found worthy in both 
character and in learning.

But alas, the situation to-
day is quite the opposite of 
what obtained in the past. 
The university system has 
virtually collapsed as the in-
tellectual vibrancy that epito-
mised its esteemed image has 
been replaced by reported 
incidences of massive corrup-
tion in the degree awarding 
process, admissions process, 
nepotism in the employment 
and promotion processes, 
forged certificates, produc-
tion of substandard doctoral 
degree theses, submission 
of papers to international 
journals that are non-existent 
and, by inference, substan-
dard doctoral degree holders.

Industry experts are wor-
ried that a growing number 
of professors seem not to 
appreciate what academic ex-
cellence is all about, stressing 
that today a sizeable number 
of candidates that go into the 
universities as teachers pos-
sess neither character nor 
learning, which the experts 
see as important require-
ments for graduation in Ni-
gerian universities.

They affirm that corrup-
tion in the education sector 
occurs at various levels as 
evidenced by weak manage-
ment systems, low efficiency, 
wastage and misappropria-
tion of resources, low quality 
of service delivery and lack of 
relevance in curricula.

In their various submis-
sions, educationists opine that 
corruption in the academia 
destroys the very founda-
tion upon which the future 
and sustainable existence of 
any nation is built, for a na-
tion cannot be stronger than 
the level of education of its 
people.

“Corruption in the edu-
cation sector affects more 

people than corruption in 
other sectors, both rural and 
urban areas, basically be-
cause schools are the breed-
ing ground of future genera-
tions,” said one expert.

Each day there appear to 
be mounting incidences of 
petitions and allegations of 
irregularities, abuse of due 
process, mismanagement, 
immorality, fraud and corrup-
tion received from different 
stakeholders.

It is against this backdrop 
of petitions within and out-
side the institutions that the 
minister of education, Adamu 
Adamu, set up ad-hoc inves-
tigative panels for 10 higher 
institutions in the country.

A case in point of such 
p e t i t i o n s  b o r d e r i n g  o n 
forged academic records be-
fore the minister is the one 
written by Chibuike Uche, a 
professor and former dean, 
Faculty of Business Admin-
istration at the University 
of Nigeria, who is currently 
on sabbatical at African 
Studies Centre, University 
of Leiden, Netherlands, al-
leging that his counterpart 
and a predecessor in office, 
Uche Modum, falsely laid 
claims to some published 
articles without evidence of 
publications.

A copy of the petition let-
ter dated December 1, 2015 

and titled “Attempt to Cover 
up Academic Fraud and Sub-
vert Justice in University 
of Nigeria, Nsukka (UNN)”, 
which was made available 
to BDSUNDAY, alleges that 
Uche Modum presented the 
forged documents for her 
promotion to the professorial 
cadre as far back as 1995.

“In 2008, when I was the 
Dean of the UNN’s Faculty 
of Business Administration, 
I noticed major discrepancies 
in Professor Modum’s 1995 
professorial appraisal and 
her 2008 official curriculum 
vitae. In her 1995 appraisal 
form, Modum claimed that 
she had authored 15 journal 
articles out of which six were 
published and nine were ac-
cepted for publication,” Uche 
said in the petition.

“A review of her 2008 
curriculum vitae, however, 
showed that none of the nine 
articles that were claimed to 
have been accepted for pub-
lication since 1995 had been 
published by the journals 
that purportedly accepted 
them. Two of the journals (the 
Nigerian Accountant and 
Strategic Finance, formerly 
Management Accounting), 
which are still in existence 
and which purportedly ac-
cepted five of the said papers 
for publication confirmed 
in writing to my office that 

they had no record of such 
articles in their journals. I 
was further astonished by 
the fact that most of the nine 
articles which were claimed 
to have been accepted for 
publication in 1995 were later 
listed in Professor Modum’s 
2008 official CV as having 
been published in entirely 
different journals where 
again they did not exist,” he 
further alleged.

He said he was writing 
to call attention to the deci-
sion of the UNN Governing 
Council to sack him simply 
because he exposed the nu-
merous forgeries and falsifica-
tions committed by Professor 
Modum.

In her reaction to the al-
legation, Modum in an in-
terview with BDSUNDAY 
debunked the claims made by 
her accuser in the letter ex-
plaining that the said incident 
had been settled as far back 
as 2011 by the university’s 
Governing Council based on 
the recommendations of a 
high-powered panel set up to 
investigate it, which exoner-
ated her of the allegation of 
forgery.

Modum disclosed that 
the allegations by Chibuike 
Uche was precipitated by a 
‘speculative’ letter from the 
current editor of a US-based 
National Association of Ac-

KELECHI EWUZIE

Nigerian universities still grappling 
with upholding age-old tenets

countants (now Institute of 
Management Accounting) 
journal, Ms Katty William, 
who denied knowledge of 
any article published in the 
journal.

“Let me state unequivocal-
ly that I have never claimed 
anywhere (not for appraisal 
nor in my CV) that I pub-
lished the said articles in the 
said journal… I only used 
the acceptance letter for my 
appraisal and I later pub-
lished the articles in other 
journals after a long wait for 
the Institute of Management 
Accounting Journal,” Modum 
said.

This is just one of the 
many cases of accusations 
and allegations of various 
forms of frauds and corrup-
tion in higher institutions 
today, as there are many 
such from institutions like 
Federal University, Dutsin-
Ma, Kastina State; Michael 
Okpara University of Ag-
riculture, Umudike, Umua-
hia, Abia State; University 
of Uyo, Akwa Ibom State; 
Federal University, Kashere, 
Gomb e State;  University 
of Abuja, Federal Capital 
Territory; Yaba College of 
Technology, Yaba, Lagos, 
among others.

The situation has further 
affected students as the qual-
ity of the graduates of the 

Nigerian university system 
is declining rapidly just as 
employers call to question 
degrees obtained from these 
universities.

Joseph Mba, an educa-
tion expert, lamented that 
graduates are not groomed 
for successful living because 
they passed through a system 
that encouraged dishonesty, 
corruption, mediocrity and 
other vices, while calling on 
other stakeholders especially 
the policy drivers to address 
the problem.

“Often, academic contents 
are not relevant to the needs 
of the society especially to the 
employers. Graduates from 
these institutions are usu-
ally theoretically baked but 
half-baked for the business/
practical world,” he said.

Sola Nasir, chairman of the 
Lagos Zone of ASUU, while 
commenting on the criteria 
for promotion into profes-
sorial status, observed that 
transiting from an associate 
professor to full-fledged pro-
fessorship requires a lot of 
steps, including publications 
of many articles in standard 
local and international jour-
nals and subjecting those 
papers to further scrutiny at 
different levels of commit-
tees before arriving at the 
appointment and promotion 
committees usually chaired 
by the vice-chancellors.

Peter Okebukola in a re-
cent interview regretted that 
a growing number of Nige-
rian lecturers are now caught 
in the plagiarism net.

“A growing number is 
implicated in plagiarism dem-
onstrated in copying materi-
als from others verbatim to 
form their self-published 
textbooks and cooking data 
for research without conduct-
ing the studies,” he noted.

For decades, our institu-
tions of higher learning have 
grown weaker and weaker 
and this is a challenge to man-
agers of the education space. 
Each time the issue of corrup-
tion is raised, it is not so much 
about the larger society; it is 
more likely that our citadels 
of higher learning have lost 
their essence of showing the 
light to mould human capital.

The onus lies on the min-
ister of education and other 
agencies of government to 
work at redesigning and re-
tooling the universities to 
deliver the ideals upon which 
they were set up in the first 
place.

…as allegations of misdemeanours persist
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Mortal combat over 
a leaking umbrella
T

h e  e v e n t  o f 
Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 16, 2016 
in the People’s 
D e m o c r a t i c 

Party (PDP) appears to be 
haunting the party cur-
rently. That was the day 
the party’s Governors’ 
Forum handed over the 
machinery of the PDP to 
Ali Modu Sheriff as the 
acting national chairman 
of the party.

It appears that what 
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ZEBULON AGOMUO the governors thought 
w a s  a  s m a r t  w a y  o f 
offloading responsibil-
ity of funding the party 
may have turned out to 
be a huge mistake.

Having lost the con-
trol of government at the 
centre from where the 
PDP heavily funded the 
party for many years, the 
PDP governors reasoned 
that with the dwindling 
fortunes, they may not 
be able to properly fund 
the party in the pres-
ent circumstance, hence 
their decision to wholly 

“will” PDP to Sheriff, a 
man repute d to  have 
d e e p  p o c ke t s ,  w h o s e 
influence and business 
tentacles stretched deep 
into various parts of the 

world, as the national 
chairman.

It was on this premise 
that Sheriff sees himself 
as the soul of the party 
and brags that every-

thing ab out the party 
revolves around him.  

Last Monday, the for-
mer governor of Borno 
S t at e ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n 
dropped by the leader-
ship of  the party fol-
lowing the emergence 
of  Ahme d Makarfi  as 
the caretaker commit-
tee chairman, in a com-
mando style, bulldozed 
his way into the Wadata 
Plaza national secretar-
iat of the party, said he 
would not vacate office 
until 2019.

He claime d he was 

b egge d to  ac c ept  the 
chairmanship role of the 
party by certain stake-
holders in the party, even 
against his wish.

H e  p o i n t e d l y  s a i d 
that the National Work-
ing Committe e (NWC) 
and the party’s caucus 
begged him to lead the 
party when they realised 
what he could do.

“I was begged by the 
NWC, the party C au-
cus, the governors- all 
of them- to become the 
chairman of the party 
when they realised what 
I can do. I never wanted 
to be the chairman of the 
party. If Makarfi wants 
to lead, he should wait 
for the National Conven-
tion and if selected by 
the party, then he can 
take over,” Sheriff said.

“At a point, there was 
a  c ontention and the 

I was begged by the NWC, the 
party Caucus, the governors- all of 
them- to become the chairman of 
the party when they realised what 
I can do. I never wanted to be the 

chairman of the party

Continues on Page  13
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Uche Secondus, former acting national chairman

matter was put to vote, 
I emerged victorious af-
ter claiming the highest 
vote,” he further said.

It would be recalled 
t h at  t h e  M a k a r f i - l e d 
caretaker committee was 
put in place at the party’s 
recent convention held 
in Port Harcourt, Rivers 
State. Legal battles have 
since ensued.

Sheriff, claiming con-
trol of the party, said the 
convention never held 
as a court of competent 
jurisdiction had ruled 
before the event, stop-
ping it.

“We put the Port Har-
court convention on hold 
because the Federal High 
Court sitting in Lagos 
said the office of the Na-
tional Chairman of PDP 
was not  vacant  unti l 
2019, also an Abuja High 
Court gave a ruling that 
the office of the National 
Chairman will  not b e 
vacant till 2019.”

“Even the Indep en-
dent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) wrote 
me a letter that they will 
not c onduct any ele c-
tion into the office of 
the National Chairman, 
National Auditor and 
National Secretary of the 
party,” Sheriff said, exud-
ing confidence.

  Conflicting court rul-
ings worsen crisis

Sheriff invade d the 
PDP national secretariat 
armed with a court judg-
ment by Justice Ibrahim 
Buba of the Federal High 
Court in Lagos declaring 
as invalid the caretaker 
committee constituted 
to take over the affairs of 
the party from the acting 
national chairman.

A l t h o u g h  a n o t h e r 
contrary ruling by Jus-
tice A. M. Liman of the 
Federal Court sitting in 
Port Harcourt, granted 
an interim injunction 
restraining Sheriff and 
former Adewale Oladipo, 
a professor and national 
secretary, from parading 
thems elves as nation-
al officers of the party 
p ending the hearing, 
analysts wonder why it 
appears that Inspector-
General of Police, Solo-
mon Arase, is enforcing 
one and ignoring the 
other.

Sheriff made a show of 
the seemingly partisan-
ship on the part of the po-
lice chief, when he said, 
on being refused access 
into the party’s secretar-
iat by law enforcement 
o ff i c e r s ,  t h at  “ W h e n 
the police stopped me 
from entering my of-
fice, I went to the IGP to 
complain and he told me 
that he was not trying to 
stop but to protect me. I 

Ibrahim Mantu

insisted that nobody will 
harm me and he ordered 
his boys to allow me ac-
cess into the secretariat.”

Is Sheriff working for 
the APC?

Obs ervers have ex-
pressed shock at the level 
of confidence the man 
exudes.

“ H e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e 
d r a w i n g  h i s  p o w e r s 
from s omewhere; els e 
he would not be so sure 
of himself. It appears he 
wants to play a spoiler 
against the PDP. His ut-
terances and body lan-
guage show he may be 
working for extraneous 
forces. He has put on a 
toga of a principality,” 
said a public affairs com-
mentator who chose not 
to be named.

It would be recalled 
that Sheriff announced 
Hope Uzodinma as chair-
man, Screening Commit-
tee for the party’s prima-
ries for the September 
10 gubernatorial elec-
tion in Edo State, saying 
that any aspirant dealing 
with any other person or 
group of persons would 
be doing so at his or her 
own peril.

“We have also asked 
intereste d candidates 

to come and buy their 
forms for the primaries 
from Tuesday. We are 
not selling the form for 
N16 million that people 
are talking about. We are 
selling it for N10 million,” 
Sheriff said.

Governor Abdullahi 
Umar Ganduje of Kano 
State, who also is of the 
APC, said he b elieve d 
that Sheriff was work-
ing for the broom party. 
Speaking in an interview 
on the fight in the PDP, 
Ganduje said: “I don’t like 
to engage in crossfire but 
I will like to tell you it is 
the normal utterances 
of those who will want 
to impress his follow-
ers but I believe it is an 
empty threat. Looking at 
the history of the chair-
man himself, I think he 
is a cross-carp eter,  he 
is always on the move, 
changing from one party 
to another. Even when he 
was in ANPP for 8 years 
he was working for PDP 
and even the APC started 
with him and then he 
went back with PDP and 
in the long run he will 
work for us.”

It would be recalled 
that Governor Kasshim 
Shettima of Borno State 
had predicted that his 
former boss would de-
stroy the PDP.

“His Excellency, Sena-
tor Ali Sheriff is my boss 
and is someone that I am 
eternally indebted to. I 
always tend to shy away 
from commenting on is-
sues directly involving 
him. He is a very con-
summate politician who 
is presiding over a dead 
horse, and I am absolute-
ly certain that he will see 
to the total annihilation 
of the PDP. The PDP is 
an idea whose time has 
elapsed,” Shettima said.

A divided house
It would be recalled 

that when Sheriff ini-
tially emerged, some or-
gans of the party such 
as the PDP Governors’ 
Forum, Board of Trustees 
(BoT), National Assembly 
Caucus, National Work-
ing Committee, National 
Caucus, National Execu-
tive Committe e (NEC) 
endorsed his emergence 
as  the party’s  helms-
man. But some groups 
comprising PDP Former 
Ministers Forum; former 
governors, , ambassadors 
including former Infor-
mation Minister, Jerry 
Gana; ex-Deputy Senate 
President, Ibrahim Man-
tu; former PDP National 
Chairman, Okwesilieze 
Nwodo; Ojo Maduekwe, 
Tunde Adeniran, Ray-
mond Dokpesi, Josephine 
Anenih, A. B.C. Nwosu, 
Doyin Okupe, John Odey 

Continued from Page  12

It is apparent 
that the once 

self-touted 
largest party in 
Africa is head-
ing to self-im-
molation. The 

PDP is very far 
from assert-
ing itself as a 
responsible 

political party 
cum opposition 

in Nigeria
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In fact, I wonder why PDP allowed 
itself to get to such crisis. I thought 

this is the time PDP needed all the wis-
dom it could muster to launch back to 
relevance after the disastrous defeat at 

the general election last year
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Ojo Madueke, former Foreign Affairs minister, and member of the PDP’s Board of Trustees

and Florence Ita-Giwa kicked 
against the choice of Sheriff

Bonnie Haruna, Lucky Ig-
bine dion,  Ibrahim Shema, 
Donald Duke, Attahiru Ba-
farawa, Mahmood Shinkafi, 
Abdulkadir Kure, Achike Ud-
enwa, Babangida Aliyu, Gben-
ga Daniel, amongst others also 
screamed foul. 

Rising from a meeting at 
that time, the former minis-
ters, who served between 1999 
and 2015, insisted that Sheriff 
was unfit to rule the party.

Tanimu Turaki, chairman of 
the Forum and former minister 
of Special Duties and Inter-
governmental Affairs, said: 
“The Forum of PDP Former 
Ministers affirms the commit-
ment of ideals and core values 
of founding fathers. We reject 
Sheriff as national chairman 
due to the illegitimacy that 
brought him into power.

“The forum calls for the 
c onduct of  c ongress  at  al l 
levels of the party leading to 
the national convention to be 
held on March 28, 2016 so as 
to return power to the people. 
The forum condemns all acts 
of impunity in the running of 
the party and calls for the re-
spect of the party constitution 
and agree to continue with 
consultation with all relevant 
stakeholders”.

Not comfortable with the 
decision of the party to go 
ahead with the Port Harcourt 
convention against its protes-
tation, the Jerry Gana group 
decided to hold a parallel con-
vention in Abuja, where Man-
tu was picked as chairman of a 
caretaker committee.

Reacting to the crisis in the 
party, rights activist, Inibehe 
Effiong, lambasted the oppo-
sition party for failing to put 
its house in order, a year after 
losing the general elections.

“It is apparent that the once 
self-touted largest party in Af-
rica is heading to self-immola-
tion. The PDP is very far from 
asserting itself as a responsible 
political party cum opposition 
in Nigeria.

“The Abuja factional Con-
vention is a bad omen for the 
party and the consequences 
can only be disastrous and 
destructive. We need a viable 
opposition in the country to 
checkmate the excesses of the 
ruling party. It is clear that the 
PDP is not ready for this very 
important role. This is bad for 
our democracy,” he said.

The man Sheriff
The elder statesman has 

an impressive resume of po-
lit ical  c onquests  spanning 
the Third Republic to date. He 
was a founding member of 
United Nigeria Congress Party 
(UNCP), the defunct All Nigeria 
Peoples Party (ANPP) and was 
instrumental in the efforts that 
culminated into the merger 
of ANPP with other political 
parties to form All Progressives 
Congress (APC). He later joined 
the PDP in 2014 after he fell 
out with the leadership of APC.

The former Borno State 

governor had engaged the APC 
National Leader and former 
Lagos State Governor, Bola 
Tinubu in a shouting bout at 
a previous meeting, which cli-
maxed the tussle for the soul of 
APC in the build-up to the 2015 
presidential election.

Although he lost out his bid 
to upstage the party and his 
protege and governor of Borno 
State, Shettima, he has an im-
pressive resume of political 
conquests and launched him-
self into national limelight af-
ter defeating Kolo Kingibe, wife 
of the national chairman of de-

funct Social Democratic Party 
(SDP), Babagana Kingibe as a 
National Republican Congress 
(NRC) senatorial candidate.

He would later become a 
political godfather of some 
sort, installing governors and 
becoming a three-time senator 
and two-time governor.

A top PDP official who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, 
revealed that with the party’s 
defeat at the 2015 general elec-
tions, coupled with current 
political developments in the 
country, the party decided not 
to opt for a ‘gentle politician’ but 

a politician that can ‘fight dirty’.
“Sheriff ’s ability to fight 

tough political battles has never 
been in doubt. Remember how 
he cut Buhari down to size 
when they were both in ANPP. 
In fact, that was the reason 
why Buhari left ANPP to form 
the Congress for Progressive 
Change (CPC),” the source told 
BDSUNDAY.

But speaking shortly after 
assuming office as National 
Chairman, Sheriff said the same 
instrument used in pulling 
down PDP in the last general 
polls would be employed in 
removing APC from power. 
“I have no regret forming all 
the political parties that I was 
part of. I left APC because of 
principles and the same in-
strument we used for making 
APC attractive to everybody in 
Nigeria, we are going to use for 
PDP now,” he affirmed. 

A dangerous time
The crisis rocking the PDP 

came at a time Nigerians are 
facing economic hardships, 
occasioned by inability of most 
states of the Federation to pay 

workers’  salaries;  inflation 
rate has hit the roof, epileptic 
power supply, rise in militant 
activities in the Niger Delta, 
inability of the APC-led Federal 
Government to fulfill its cam-
paign promises, among others. 
The apparent silence of the 
main opposition party to the 
nation’s economic challenges, 
commentators say, signifies 
doom for a country in search 
of vibrant opposition to put 
the ruling government on its 
toes and give succour to the 
people. That the rating of the 
party plummeted following 
its actions and inactions while 
in office in the last 17 years, 
particularly the belief in some 
quarters that the current woes 
of the country was caused by 
the PDP, is so indicting that the 
party needs to work extra hard 
to come to reckoning again in 
Nigeria’s political life.

“In fact, I wonder why PDP 
allowed itself to get to such 
crisis. I thought this is the time 
PDP needed all the wisdom it 
could muster to launch back to 
relevance after the disastrous 
defeat at the general election 
last year. I wish them good 
luck,” Kelvin Okebugwu, a legal 
practitioner, said.

Like Jotham’s parable of the 
bramble

Indeed, Sheriff’s emergence 
reminds one of an interesting 
epis o de as re c orde d in the 
Book of Judges (Chapter 9). 
Abimelech, one of the sons of 
Gideon, from another woman, 
had emerged king of Shechem 
through back-door tactic. He 
killed 70 true and biological 
sons of Gideon to pave the 
way for him to avoid any chal-
lenge from anywhere.  But 
Jotham, the surviving son of 
Gideon, and a cripple, managed 
to escape the assassination and 
went up to Mount Gerizim 
where he gave a parable that 
fitted the current insurrection 
in the PDP.

Jotham recounted how trees 
had decided to select a king 
from among them; and how 
they had approached the olive, 
fig and the vine begging each 
of them in turns to accept the 
offer of kingship, but they all 
rejected, saying they would 
not leave their responsibili-
ties which, according to them 
had been of great benefit to 
mankind, to serve as a king to 
the trees. But when the trees 
approached the bramble, it 
accepted with relish, but not 
without spelling out the con-
sequences to them.

And it was not long after the 
coronation that the peace ac-
cord broke down, and fire came 
out from the bramble and de-
voured the “cedars of Lebanon”.

It turned out that Abimelech 
became a thorn in the flesh of 
those who made him king and 
vice versa.

What is happening in the 
umbrella party today appears 
to resemble the allegory painted 
above. Only time will tell where 
the prevailing circumstance in 
the PDP will ultimately lead 
the party.

                                                   

Mortal combat over a leaking umbrella
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R
o c h a s  O ko r o c h a , 
t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f 
Imo State,  has no 
doubt had a very 
long-standing asso-

ciation with Northern Nigeria. 
His profile says he grew up in 
Barkin Ladi, Jos, present-day 
Plateau State, where he is said 
to have begun to hawk grocer-
ies even before he reached his 
teens. Invariably, you could 
say that the North nurtured 
him. So, it is only natural that 
he should show gratitude as 
well as maintain his friendship 
with the North, especially for a 
man who lives with an undy-
ing obsession to rule Nigeria.

Long before he became the 
governor of Imo State in 2011, 
Okorocha was known to have 
occasionally organized some 
Igbo leaders to pay courtesy 
visits to prominent traditional 
rulers in the North, especially 
whenever his  presidential 
ambition consumed the bet-
ter part of him. He was also 
known to have extended his 
widely publicized philanthrop-
ic gestures to the North. For 
instance, as at 2011, two out 
of the five campuses of his Ro-
chas Foundation College were 
located in the North (Kano and 
Jos), two in his home state of 
Imo, and one in Ibadan, Oyo 
State.

Like Tantalus, like Okorocha
But in his attempt to build 

new friendships in the North 
and maintain existing ones, 
Okorocha has behaved like the 
mythical figure Tantalus.

In Greek mythology, Tan-
talus, a son of Zeus and the 
nymph Plouto and the father 
of Pelops, Niobe and Broteas, 
was known to have been wel-
comed to Zeus’ table in Olym-
pus, but he misbehaved by 
stealing ambrosia and nectar 
to bring back to his people, re-
vealing the secrets of the gods. 
In order to pacify the gods, 
Tantalus offered up his son 
Pelops as a sacrifice. He cut up 
Pelops, boiled him and served 
him up in a banquet for the 
gods. But the gods, aware of the 
gruesome nature of the menu, 
did not touch the offering; only 
Demeter, distraught by the loss 
of her daughter Persephone, 
absentmindedly ate part of the 
boy’s shoulder. As a punish-
ment for his act, Tantalus was 
cursed with eternal depriva-
tion of nourishment, with a 
threatening stone, like the one 
that Sisyphus is condemned to 
perpetually roll up a hill, tow-
ering over his head. Though 
standing in a pool of water 
beneath a fruit tree with low 
branches, he could not reach 

for the fruit as each time he 
tried, the branches raised his 
intended meal from his grasp, 
and whenever he bent down to 
get a drink, the water receded 
before he could get any.

Though he rode to power on 
the platform of the All Progres-
sives Grand Alliance (APGA), 
a party which he in 2011 de-
scribed as an Igbo identity and 
culture, to the extent of urging 
all Igbo to join the party to be 
identified, Okorocha quickly 
dumped the party and joined 

the coalition that eventually 
emerged as the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC). In other 
words, like Tantalus, he sacri-
ficed APGA, which by his own 
admission is the identity of the 
Igbo people, in pursuit of a per-
sonal presidential ambition. 
But just as the gods rejected 
Tantalus’ sacrifice, Okorocha’s 
sacrifice failed to please the in-
satiable gods of APC as he was 
roundly rejected at the party’s 
2015 presidential primaries.

The 2015 elections
But like an obsessed wor-

shipp er,  Okoro cha during 
the 2015 election campaigns, 
against popular sentiments 
in the South-East, again made 
frantic efforts to sell Buhari’s 
candidature to Imo people and 
indeed the entire zone, even to 
the point of giving Buhari an 
Igbo middle name “Okechuk-
wu”. He promised the Igbo that 
voting Buhari and APC was a 
direct ticket to heaven. Pundits 
add that he must have followed 
it up with monetary incen-
tives. Though Buhari won the 
election eventually, garnering 
reasonable votes in the South-
East to consolidate his victory, 
the overall results showed that 
Okorocha’s tactics failed as 
Igbo people staunchly rooted 
for the People’s Democratic 
Party’s (PDP) Goodluck Jona-
than. It could be said that the 
much result Buhari got from 
especially Imo was a result of 
Okorocha’s dogged efforts.

Has Buhari  appre ciate d 
this immense sacrifice? The 

answer, as they say, is blow-
ing in the wind. Suffice it to 
say that during Buhari’s visit 
to Imo State shortly after his 
victory at the polls, he told the 
Igbo that they remain strong 
partners in the development 
of the nation.

“I  am here to thank you 
very much for at very difficult 
circumstances, you stood by 
the APC and you stood by me.... 
Imo is very strategic and this is 
the sixth time I will be coming 
to Imo. I am overwhelmed by 
your governor, Rochas Okoro-
cha, for his tenacity of purpose. 
I have watched him fight tooth 
and nail to see that Imo people 
have a level playing field to 
vote for the party of their 
choice,” Buhari said.

Subsequent events, howev-
er, have showed that President 
Buhari had his tongue in his 
cheeks when he uttered these 
seeming words of appreciation. 
He would eventually make it 
clear, in faraway United States, 
that he would not treat those 
who gave him 97 percent votes 
the same way as those who 
gave him a paltry 5 percent. 

‘It’s the fault of the Igbo’
But Okorocha, like Tantalus 

before him, is ever ready to of-
fer up his own in order to make 
some angry gods happy. So, 
when his ruling APC schemed 
the South-East out of the prin-
cipal offices in the National 
Assembly, he quickly rose in 
the party’s defence, saying the 
“unholy act” exhibited by po-
litical leaders in the South-East 
during the elections robbed 
the zone of the opportunity 
to produce either the Senate 
president or the House of Rep-
resentatives’ speaker as all the 
National Assembly seats in the 
zone went to PDP in the March 
28, 2015 elections.

“The South East is entitled 
to either the Senate president 
or the speaker of the Federal 
House. But as I speak to you 
now, because of the unholy 
act of last Saturday they (Igbo 
leaders) have not been able to 
give us any ranking member 
of the Senate or the Federal 
House,” he said in Owerri at a 
rally organised by the South 
East APC to celebrate Buhari’s 
victory.

“You cannot b e a Senate 
president or speaker unless 
you are somebody who has 
been there before. It was our 
plan that Osita Izunaso should 
go to the Senate, Ngige should 
go to Senate. Gentlemen, the 
truth is that one of them should 
have been Senate president of 
Nigeria. But our people, in their 
myopic thinking, in the small-
ness of their brain, could not 
see the light and today this act 
of theirs has denied Ndigbo the 
Senate president; this act has 
denied Ndigbo the speaker of 
the Federal House,” he added.

He had also further glori-
fie d his  Northern go ds by 
claiming that political leaders 
in the North do not play the 
kind of politics being exhibited 
by South-East leaders, even 
insisting that Buhari won the 
election in Imo State but was 
rigged out.

Okorocha and the toga 
of South East messiah

Continues on page 16

...Kinsmen accuse governor of sell-out  
CHUKS OLUIGBO

In other words, like Tantalus, he sacri-
ficed APGA, which by his own admission 

is the identity of the Igbo people, in pursuit 
of a personal presidential ambition

Governor Rochas Okorocha
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On Okorocha’s claim 
that he would have 

given Ndigbo the Sen-
ate president had they 
elected an APC sena-

tor, the South-East PDP 
asked what he did 

with the two House of 
Representatives seats 
his party captured in 

the South-East

When President Buhari 
made his first appointments 
in July 2015, not a few Igbo 
saw the appointments as tilted 
in favour of the North and 
against the South, specifically 
the Igbo. But again, Okorocha 
defended Buhari, blaming the 
Igbo for their travails.

Alfred Ononugbo, his spe-
cial assistant and Lagos liaison 
officer, at a press conference 
to announce a solidarity rally 
and grand reception in hon-
our of Governor Okorocha in 
Lagos, told the people of the 
South-East region to be pa-
tient with Buhari, saying the 
administration needed time 
to carefully consider those he 
wished to work with so as to 
make the right choices.

“I think we should allow 
the Buhari administration find 
its feet. The administration is 
studying the situation of the 
country, because the APC met 
a totally broken-down infra-
structure and system in the 
country,” Ononugbo said.

“Our major problem in this 
part of the world is that we 
are too hasty in judging the 
Buhari administration that 
has barely spent three months 
that it’s discriminating against 
Ndigbo. That is not correct. 
In a country of 170 million, if 
barely 17 people have got ap-
pointments, I don’t know how 
we want to assess that. We are 
not in a hurry; we have no fear 
and doubt in Buhari. We trust 
the man we have elected as the 
president of Nigeria,” he added.

B ut  O s i t a  O ke c h u k w u , 
then South-East spokesman 
of APC, had quickly c oun-
tered Okorocha, asking him to 
“take responsibility for Igbo 
exclusion in the appointments 
rather than passing the buck 
to Ndigbo”.

Aligning with Okechukwu, 
the South-East PDP leader-
ship also blamed Okorocha 
for the fate of the Igbo in the 

Buhari government. In a state-
ment signed by Regis Uwakwe, 
publicity secretary of PDP, 
South-East, the party said Oke-
chukwu was right in the blame 
it apportioned to Okorocha as 
he was clearly the problem of 
Ndigbo in APC.

“It is on record that Okoro-
cha, while campaigning for 
his party APC after he had 
dumped the All Progressives 
Grand Alliance (APGA), the 
platform that made him gov-
ernor, promised Ndigbo that he 
would take them to the ‘main-
stream’ and ‘centre of power’ 
immediately APC wins the 
presidential elections. Unfor-
tunately, he has failed today 
to take them not even to the 
periphery of the ‘mainstream’ 
nor near the ‘centre of power’, 
judging by President Muham-
madu Buhari’s total exclusion 
of Ndigbo from his kitchen 
cabinet,” the statement said.

“Instead of apologising to 
Ndigbo, Governor Okorocha 
is now telling Ndigbo to blame 
themselves. What an irony! 
Ndigb o b eware!  We know 
subsequently that South-East 
states are entitled to a ministe-
rial nomination each, constitu-
tionally. We also know that it 
is not a favour. It has been sev-
erally said by close associates 
that the president appointed 
into his kitchen cabinet only 
those that he could trust. Then 
it follows that amongst all the 
leaders of APC in the entire 

South-East, including HE Og-
bonnaya Onu, Senator Chris 
Ngige, Osita Izunaso, Chief 
George Muoghalu, Chief Festus 
Odimegwu, Hon. Emeka Nwa-
jiuba, etc, none could qualify to 
be trusted?”

On Okorocha’s claim that 
he would have given Ndigbo 
the Senate president had they 
elected an APC senator, the 
South-East PDP asked what 
he did with the two House of 
Representatives seats his party 
captured in the South-East.

“The principal position of 
deputy whip was zone d to 
the South-East by the new 
leadership of the Hous e of 
Representatives. What hap-
pened? Before Nigerians, his 
party’s national leader lob-
bied the powers that be in his 
party to garner the position 
of majority leader, inclusive 
of the deputy speakership as 
his zone already had, thereby 
denying the South-East the 
deputy whip!  It  should b e 
noted that this is the first time 
since the return of democracy 
that a principal officer of the 
House of Representatives has 
not come from the South-East 
zone,” the party said in the 
statement.

“The entire Ndigbo of the 
South-East and South-South 
know the party that has pro-
tected their interest, appointed 
their sons and daughters into 
very prominent positions, and 
also given them opportunities 

in the mainstream of power 
politics in Nigeria. That party 
is the PDP. It is known that 
the South-East is a PDP zone 
and very tiny interlopers and 
Nollywood politicians would 
know their end come 2019,” 
it added.

Charity begins abroad
Just recently, at a ceremony 

marking part of the celebra-
tions for the 40th anniversary 
of the creation of Imo State, 
Okorocha announced plans to 
establish the Rochas Founda-
tion College in Bauchi State in 
order to help the poor and less 
privileged in that state to get 
quality education. It was also 
reported that Governor Mo-
hammed Abubakar of Bauchi 
State has already issued him 
with a certificate of occupancy 
to quicken the actualisation of 
the project.

This is  even as workers 
and pensioners in Imo State 
have not been paid for several 
months. Last Wednesday, pen-
sioners in the state trooped into 
the streets of Owerri to protest 
non-payment of their pensions 
and gratuities running into up-
wards of 36 months. A particu-
lar picture trending on social 
media shows a nurse trying 
frantically to resuscitate one 
of the protesters, a man who 
must have been over 75 years 
old, who had collapsed in the 
course of the protest.

While Nasir el-Rufai, Kadu-
na State governor, has hailed 

him as “the Nostradamus of the 
South East” who saw tomor-
row and joined the APC for the 
betterment of the Igbo, many 
Igbo people see Okorocha as 
a naïve politician who does 
not understand the politics of 
Nigeria, adding that however 
he tries, he would never be 
able to win the confidence of 
the North.

Meanwhile, Okorocha’s an-
nouncement that he would 
build a college for the poor 
in Bauchi has continued to 
generate opprobrium, with 
many wondering why the 
governor’s charity should be 
felt more abroad than at home. 
Re call  that apart from the 
two campuses of the Rochas 
Foundation College located in 
Imo State (one in Owerri and 
one in Ogb oko, Okoro cha’s 
hometown), the college has 
no presence elsewhere in the 
entire South-East.

When the news broke on 
Nairaland, many Nigerians 
who reacted wondered wheth-
er the governor was truly 
an Igbo man. A commenter 
who simply identified himself 
as Histemple said Okorocha 
(whom he renamed Okoro-
hausa) “is the only governor 
of a state from another tribe”. 
Some also asked whether he 
had finished helping the poor 
in Igboland before extending 
such help to the North, argu-
ing that there were so many 
poor people in Imo State who 
ne e de d that gesture more. 
Some said he wanted to finish 
Imo budget on the Northerners 
so that they would vote him 
as Nigeria’s president in 2019, 
adding, however, that even 
if he should build duplex for 
every Northerner, when the 
time comes, the Northerners 
would not look his way as long 
as he was neither a Muslim nor 
of the Hausa/Fulani stock. “He 
still can never rule Nigeria,” 
said HurricaneChris.

“Frankly, I see this as mis-
placed priority. In a depression 
like this, rather than making 
your state more competitive 
you’re swallowing Panadol for 
Bauchi headache. Well, let me 
say what most people want to 
hear; Good job, Mr Governor,” 
said Cyph98(m).

“Using the lean resources of 
Imo State to build a school in 
Bauchi? At least a hundred pri-
mary schools in Owerri would 
have gladly and prudently uti-
lized the money that Okorocha 
wants to waste there, but what 
do I know? When maga wan 
pay please receive it with open 
arms,” wrote RZArecta(m).

Grazing Reserve Bill  by 
another name

B ut  t h e  s o re s t  p o i n t  i n 
Okorocha’s drive to maintain 
friendship with the North at 
the detriment of his people 
so far has been the so-called 
‘Bill  for a Law to Establish 
Agricultural Estates and Farm 
Settlements in the Three Geo-
political Zones of Imo State 
to Increase, Improve and En-
hance the Production of Food 
and Cash Crops, Livestock, 
Poultry, Fishery and Dairy and 
for Other Matters Connect-

Continued from page 15
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Okorocha and the toga of South East messiahed Therewith, 2016’, which, 
though purp orte dly sp on-
sored by a member of the State 
House of Assembly, is believed 
by many to bear the governor’s 
insignia.

At a time Nigerians, espe-
cially in Central and Southern 
parts of the c ountry,  have 
vehemently rejected the in-
nocuous Grazing Reserve Bill 
in the National  Ass embly, 
cal l ing for  government to 
establish ranches instead, ana-
lysts wonder why a similar bill 
by another name should be 
smuggled into the Imo State 
House of Assembly, with so-
called honourable members 
debating it.

Onwuasoanya FCC Jones, a 
public affairs analyst, laments 
that despite desperate, well-
c o ordinate d and very loud 
denials, rebuttals and disclaim-
ers from the Imo State House 
of Assembly on the one hand 
and the sponsor of the bill, Uju 
Onwudiwe, and her aides on 
the other, what the parties in-
volved have succeeded in do-
ing is to allegedly tinker with 
the title of the bill to deceive 
the gullible, while the patheti-
cally obnoxious contents have 
remained the same.

“I never believed any Igbo, 
no matter  the  inc entives , 
would accept to smuggle in 
a bill that intends to snatch 
people’s lands from them and 
possibly give those lands to 
strangers, who may eventually 
attempt to keep those lands for 
themselves and possibly eject 
or at least attempt to evict the 
original owners of the land 
from here,” he said.

“Should this House of As-
sembly led by Rt. Hon. Acho 
Ihim do the unthinkable by 
passing this highly vesicant 
piece of poison called a bill, 
then they would have made it 
clear before the whole world 
that they are ready to sacrifice 
the future of an entire people 
and sell Imo people off into 
slavery for the smallest pea-
nut,” he added.

Summing up the bill, which 
he said is dangerous in all 
shades and angles and even 
more toxic than the much-
hated Grazing Reserve Bill, 
Jones said its major targets are:

“To forcefully take away 
most arable lands from ordi-
nary people of Imo State and 
either sell or give them away 
to the cronies of those in gov-
ernment.

“To monopolize farming by 
ensuring that only a select 
group of highly placed indi-
viduals are allowed to farm on 
a large scale.

“To destroy subsistenc e 
farming through which many 
families in the state survive.

“To allow the Fulani cattle-
herders to have unfettered ac-
cess into our land and in future 
try to evict us from our land.

“To Islamize Imo State, by 
bringing in the Fulani and 
Hausa herdsmen who will 
have equal rights and access 
and even more opportunities, 
as they will be in possession of 
most, if not all, the productive 
lands in the state.

“This bill if passed into law 

will ultimately destroy farm-
ing in the state and endanger 
food security the more as most 
of these lands when acquired 
by the government and leased 
or sold to wealthy individuals 
will most certainly be con-
verted to residential buildings, 
hotels and even malls that 
will have nothing to do with 
farming. This will ultimately 
destroy the agricultural sec-
tor and make the people die 
of hunger.

“This bill when ultimately 
passed will deprive the ordi-
nary people of the state owner-
ship of their lands as the only 
thing needed for government 
to take over these lands is for 
the proposed Agricultural and 
Farm Settlements Agency to 
mark those lands as produc-
tive and the government will 
quickly take them over. The 
Land Use Act already leaves a 
lot of loopholes for that.”

Quoting Part Two, section 
5 of the noxious bill,  Jones 
said it establishes the reason 
for rightly terming the bill a 

Grazing Reserve Bill.
The said section, according 

to Jones, reads: “The Agricul-
tural Estates and Farm Settle-
ments when established shall 
maintain operational offices 
in Orlu, Owerri and Okigwe 
geo-political zones which shall 
coordinate operations of the 
farm settlements for the pur-
pose of the production of food 
and cash crops, livestock, poul-
try, fishery and dairy and for 
the employment and empow-
erment of women and youths.”

He said the purported spon-
sor of the bill, Uju Onwudiwe, 
perhaps believes that Imolites 
are not intelligent enough to 
know when they are being led 
to the slaughter.

“When has Imo State be-
come a dairy producing centre 
or state? If Uju Onwudiwe was 
being sincere, she would have 
come out plain to tell us that 
she was proposing a grazing 
reserve or cattle ranches across 
the state, instead of smuggling 
that in the name of dairy prod-
ucts. How do we get dairy if not 

from cattle? Which people are 
mostly known for their cattle 
rearing lifestyle? The Hausa/
Fulani. The bill simply intends 
to snatch our lands from us and 
cede them to some individuals 
from outside the state,” he said.

He further said the bill’s 
proposal of a Public Private 
Partnership was another rea-
son to believe that the bill, as 
confusingly titled as it is, was 
actually a Grazing Bill targeted 
at snatching majority of the 
lands owned by Imo people and 
giving them to some of the gov-
ernor’s cronies and relatives.

“The governor, we are fully 
aware, grew up in the North 
and has most of his friends 
from that part of the country 
and he considers his Northern 
friends and political compa-
triots more valuable than his 
friends and compatriots from 
this part of the country,” Jones 
said.

“A good number of the con-
cession and privatization ex-
ercises carried out since the 
coming of Okorocha as gover-

nor have benefitted his friends 
from the North. While his men 
and his image makers have 
laboured most vigorously to 
refute the allegation that some 
of his friends from Kaduna 
have had Imo State hospitals 
conceded to them in one of the 
most bizarre and veiled priva-
tization exercises ever carried 
out in the history of the state, 
there are few Imolites who 
have bought these denials,” he 
alleged.

Jones further said the pro-
posed bill was a contradic-
tion of the government’s clear 
stance on reducing the involve-
ment of government in the run-
ning of most public services.

“Governor Owelle Rochas 
Okorocha has privatized more 
agencies and parastatals than 
any other governor in Nigeria, 
and he was recently quoted 
as saying that he would not 
mind privatizing the Imo State 
University to ensure more ef-
fective service delivery. Is it 
not ridiculous or do I say in-
sulting that the governor who 
privatized a service as essential 
as water provision would be 
toying with the idea of getting 
the government involved in 
agricultural business which is 
mostly a private business in all 
parts of the world?” he queried.

He added that if the sponsors 
of the bill were truly keen on 
making the agricultural sector 
boom in Imo and enhance the 
chances of food security for the 
people, they should go the way 
of lending support to farmers in 
the state and providing them 
with the necessary facilities for 
their agricultural businesses, 
instead of coming to grab the 
peoples’ lands.

“If Hon. Uju Onwudiwe and 
her friends in the House are 
keen on pursuing legislations 
that will guarantee food se-
curity and agricultural boom 
for our people, they should 
pass a motion on the floor 
of the House compelling the 
government to invest more in 
encouraging individuals to go 
into farming, while provid-
ing the necessary facilities 
and support to those already 
in the agricultural business. 
Government should subsidize 
s e e dlings,  farm e quipment 
and other things that will help 
farmers prosper in their busi-
nesses, while providing quick 
and unsecured loans to them,” 
Jones said.

Okorocha and Tantalus’ fate
Political analysts say Okoro-

cha’s ultimate obsession, for 
which he is making so much 
sacrifice, for which he is eter-
nally serving as the Northern 
voice in the South-East, is to 
be the president of Nigeria. 
They add, however, that given 
the way Nigerian politics is 
configured, and given that a 
man who is not trusted by his 
people can hardly be trusted 
by outsiders, however he tries, 
Okorocha may never realise 
his ambition of becoming Ni-
geria’s president. As in the case 
of Tantalus, the insatiable gods 
may well despise his sacrifices 
and, ultimately, perpetually 
deny him of the nourishment 
which he so much yearns for – 
the presidency.

Continues on page 16
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Osinbajo’s 
second 
shot at 
the bigger 
stool

V
ice President Yemi 
Osinbajo has just 
concluded his sec-
ond shot at leading 

the country in an acting ca-
pacity.

The first time, it was qui-
et, very much low key. This 
time around, maybe because 
there was more time, the gear 
seemed to shift a notch.

Well, before you ask what 
I mean, I must say I am not 
implying that President Mu-
hammadu Buhari hands him 
the reins often.

You see, Osinbajo was first 
acting President in February 
when President Buhari, just 
after eight months of being in 
office embarked on a five-day 
vacation. His vacation had 
raised a bit of dust here and 
there, as Nigerians thought 
it was too early, I guess they 
were expecting the normal 
workers scenario where you 
put in one year before

considering a leave. In this 
case, Buhari is 73 and the ques-
tion of his age always comes 
to play.

Well, four months down 
the line he took off again, this 
time giving full disclosure of 
his intention to get medical 
help. Anyway, we spoke about 
this last week and this is how 
Osinbajo came to act again.

So this time, Osinbajo got 
the opportunity to display full 
executive powers for 10 days.

Amongst the things Osin-
bajo will tell his boss when he 
resumes work on Monday is 
that military operations were 
distilled in the Niger Delta

communities leaving them 
on the waterways; that the 
government is already in talks 
with the Niger Delta Avengers 
militant group. This particu-
lar one was scary. The NDA 
militant group had threat-
ened to launch missiles at the 
State House and most people 
seemed to tip toe around, then 
Osinbajo met with governors 
from the Niger Delta region,

service chiefs and other 
stakeholders. That was how 
they commenced peace talks 
with the militant group (well 
they still haven’t stopped 
bombing our pipelines though).

One part of the social inter-
vention programmes, which is 
a big deal for this administra-
tion, finally took off during 
this period. The 500,000 un-
employed graduates scheme 
finally took off, penultimate 
Sunday with the launch of 
the N-Power web portal. I can 
tell you Nigerians are flooding 
that way for now, although it 
seems some don’t

really understand that the 
N23,000 which is the planned 
stipend for those who finally 

INSIDE Aso Rock

With ELIZABETH ARCHIBONG

T
here are indications 
t h at  N i g e r i a n s 
have begun a me-
dia trial of Musiliu 
Obanikoro, a for-

mer senator and minister of 
state for defence, over his 
challenge to the Economic 
and Financial Crimes Com-
mission (EFCC) daring the 
commission to extradite him 
from his base in the United 
States over alleged fraud.

longing to his son, Jide, in 
Lagos, saying that the action 
constituted a sad throwback 
to a tyrannical past that was 
better forgotten because no 
warrant was legally obtained 
from any court to embark on 
the search.

“The illegal invasion of 
my house, Femi Fani-Kayode 
and several others in deten-
tion give me no confidence 
in government’s willingness 
to do justice. I cannot submit 
myself to such glaring witch-
hunt, injustice and charade 

NATHANIE AKHIGBE

Mixed reactions trail 
Obanikoro/EFCC face-off  

challenged Obanikoro to 
come out of his hiding and 
face the evidence before the 
commission in court so as to 
prove his innocence and that 
of his children.

“If that is the way Ameri-
can leaders run away after 
their tenure in office, would 
USA be good for those fools 
to hide? You steal from your 
people and then run away 
with the loot to another coun-
try so that those countries can 
use the monies to improve 
their countries the more. All 
of you will not go unpunished 
because the blood of the in-
nocent souls that have been 
killed by your wickedness and 
greed will haunt you all for 
the rest of your lives. Imagine 
somebody who went to Ekiti 
State with soldiers to upturn 
the will of the people now 
talking about due process,” 
said a visibly angry Osazuwa 
Usifoh. 

“If you like die there, but 
what we have made sure of is 
that you are not able to spend 
the money you stole whether 
here in Nigeria or America. 
Also your fronts including 
your children are feeling the 
heat already. Just watch,” he 
fumed.

For Steve Oladeinde, all 
those mentioned in the Da-
sukigate arms deal probe, 
like Olisa Metuh, Femi Fani-
Kayode, attracted the EFCC’s 
radar by ‘making noise’ on 
the pages of newspapers, on 
television screens and social 
media platforms, but are now 
confronted with hard facts 
that would compel them to 
account for their alleged loots. 
Obanikoro, he said, is facing 

Politics

Obanikoro, who left for 
the US shortly after the 2015 
elections and has remained 
there, lashed out at the Nige-
rian government a day after 
operatives of the EFCC raided 
his home and a property be-

but I will fight it legally, with 
God and clear conscience on 
my side,” Obanikoro said in a 
statement.

But the EFCC through 
its head of media and pub-
licity, Wilson Uwujaren, 

get picked to teach isn’t just 
for an on the side job. Gradu-
ate teacher, when employed 
you must be ready to work 
because you will be monitored 
with technological gadgets and 
if you try to play truant, you 
don’t get paid.

Then there was the meet-
ing of stakeholders to review 
the strategic plan for the imple-
mentation of the National 
Home Grown School Feeding

programme which is tar-
geted feeding about 24million 
primary school children daily. 
You need to hear how they 
insist on the phrase one

nutritious hot meal a day; 
you may want to return con-
sider joining the kids. It was a 
day of drama. We were regaled 
by some kids from Osun State 
who tried to convince us that 
because of the food they were 
served at school, they had a 
retentive memory. Oh, what 
joy we saw on the face of the 
governor, as one of the pupils 
sang the state’s anthem

and that of their school. An 
overjoyed Rauf Aregbesola 
sang along too.

When the Kaduna Gov-
ernor, Nasir El-Rufai spoke, 
he jocularly called him an 
accidental governor. I guess 
because he was meant to be an

orator.
I just hope the programmes 

do not get hijacked as half a 
trillion naira of tax payers 
monies have been budgeted 
for these purposes.

Osinbajo also inaugurated a 
task force for the production of 
rice and wheat in the country, 
to set targets for a comprehen-
sive and evident

result as well as to identify 
ways to make the country self-
sufficient in the two items.

Well, during this period, I 
personally think I could sniff 
the President’s hand behind 
the scenes. He still called the 
shots, not unexpected. At first, 
when press statements arrived 
from the office of the Vice 
President I kept thinking back 
and forth as to how to address 
him, well it didn’t take long 
for that to clear itself up, the 
media office of the President 
resumed sending out press 
statements and I maintained 
status quo.

As was announced by the 
Vice President, by the time 
you are reading this President 
Buhari would be on his way 
back to Nigeria. He would be

welcomed from his 10day 
vacation to the suffering reali-
ties of Nigerians, who would 
continue to push for a better 
country.

We are hoping his health is 
better now and we can move 
onto other serious businesses 
of governance.

the same music. 
“They are vomiting in 

court and claiming fake illness 
oscillating from one hospital 
to the other even though no 
doctor has indicated what 
their ailment is. Now EFCC 
said they will not join issues 
with you but will continue to 
do their work. If you are inno-
cent, just come back and prove 
your innocence. Nigerian will 
no longer sympathize with 
people like you no matter 
what,” he said.

But Samson Adioye was 
of the view that some of the 
APC leaders and appointees 
were not pleased with the 
manner the EFCC was pursu-
ing its anti-corruption war for 
fear that should the PDP win 
the 2019 election, it would in 
turn unleash venom on APC 
members.

“It will be such that APC 
will die a natural dead. PDP 
will embark on a revenge mis-
sion. INEC will certainly be-
come agent of the presidency. 
The past mistake can never 
repeat itself. It is APC’s time, 
let them do what they like. 
I can tell Nigerians that any 
time PDP wins again in this 
country, they will be deadly 
to APC and its members. PDP 
will have a lot of references 
to make before embarking on 
revenge mission,” he said.

“Let PDP first give account 
of their deeds while they were 
in power. Failure to surrender 
to probe and investigation will 
disqualify PDP permanently 
from ruling this country. As 
it stands today, they are loot-
ers in politics except they are 
proved not guilty by the court 
of law,” he added.

Editorial staff of BusinessDay during a mini send-off for Charles Ike-Okoh, retiring editor of BDSunday, at the weekend.
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T
he legislative activi-
ties of the Senate last 
week marked the com-
mencement of the Sec-

ond Session of the 8th National 
Assembly.

The Second Legislative Year 
commenced with moves by the 
Red Chamber to amend the 
1999 Constitution with 13 bills 
that sought to review various 
sections of the constitution 
and referred to the Commit-
tee on Constitution Review 
for further legislative actions.

Eleven (11) of the bills are 
at Second Reading, while the 
remaining two were read for 
the first time.

Chairman, Senate Commit-
te e on Rules and Business, 
Babajide Omoworare (APC, 
Osun East) sponsored three of 
the bills, while the duo of Rose 
Oko (PDP, Cross River North) 

and Philip Aduda (PDP, FCT) 
sponsored two bills each.

Other lawmakers:  The o-
dore Orji (PDP, Abia Central), 
Abdullahi Adamu (APC, Nasar-
awa West), Stella Oduah (PDP, 
Anambra North) ,  Bala Ibn 
Na’Allah (APC, Kebbi South), 
Olusola Adeyeye (APC, Osun 
Central) and Gbolahan Dada 
(APC, Ogun West) sponsored 
a bill each.

M e a n w h i l e ,  s o u r c e s  o f 
funding and location of head-
quarters stalled the passage of 
the North East Development 
Commission (NEDC) bill. This 
was because senators from 
the six North East states of Ad-
amawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, 
Taraba and Yobe states could 
not reach a consensus on the 
headquarters of the location 
of the commission.

To resolve the impasse, Sen-
ate President Bukola Saraki 
constituted a six-man panel 
consisting of one lawmaker per 
geopolitical zone to look into 
the issue as well as the sources 
of funding of the commission.

Saraki als o referre d the 
request of President Muham-
madu Buhari on the confirma-
tion of the nomination of 47 
ambassadors designate to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
even as Emmanuel Paulker 
(PDP, Bayelsa Central)  and 
Tayo Alasoadura (APC, Ondo 

Central), raised Points of Or-
der, over the omission of their 
states from the list.

In the week under review, 
the Senate formally received 
the 2013 oil and gas audit re-
port of the Nigeria Extractive 
Industry Transparency Initia-
tive (NEITI), which indicted the 
Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC) of not re-
mitting over N1trillion to the 
Federation Account.

NEITI Executive Secretary, 
Waziri Adio, lamented the 
level of mismanagement of 
resources in the oil and gas 
industry over the years and 
expressed concern that the 
country has no definite ac-
count of the oil produced over 
the period.

He said the report showed 
that revenue in the oil and gas 
industry were not fully remit-
ted to the Federation Account, 
adding that the danger posed 
on the economy due to the mis-
appropriation of these funds 
were enormous. According to 
him, 41 oil and gas companies 
and 16 government agencies 
were audited for the 2013 oil 
and gas audit cycle.

In setting up a nine-man ad-
hoc committee, Saraki said the 
issues raised by the NEITI boss, 
cut across a lot of the differ-
ent standing committees and 
that in view of the enormity 

involved, the general opinion 
is that an ad hoc committee 
be set up to probe the report. 

He said the terms of refer-
ence of the committee led by 
the Chairman, Senate Commit-
tee on Petroleum Downstream 
Jibrin Barau, would be to re-
examine the financial process-
es and the fiscal audit report; 
look into the financial loss and 
leakages to government in all 
its ramifications; recommend 
remedial measures and profer 
sanctions where necessary 
and determine any relevant 
legislative action that would 
be required to block all forms 
of leakages.

Other members of the com-
mittee are:  Tayo Alasoadura, 
who is the Chairman, Senate 
Committee on Petroleum Up-
stream; Bassey Akpan, Chair-
man, Senate Committee on 
Gas;  Andy Uba, Chairman, 
Public Accounts Committee, 
and John Enoh, Chairman, 
Committee on Finance.

Others are: Chukwuka Uta-
zi, Chairman, Senate Commit-
tee on Anti-Corruption; Kabir 
Marafa, Chairman, Committee 
on Population and National 
Identity as well as Solomon 
Adeola and Bukar Mustapha.

The c ommitte e has four 
weeks to submit its report.

Twelve (12)  bi l ls  pass e d 
First Reading during the week. 

They include: Nation Wide Toll 
Bill;  Anti-corruption Court 
Bill; Existing Vacancies (Pub-
lication) Bill; Solid Minerals 
Producing Areas Development 
Commission B il l ;  National 
Energy Bill; FCT Hospital Man-
agement Board (Est., etc.) Bill 
and Constitution of the Federal 
Republic Nigeria 1999 (Altera-
tion) Bill.

Also included are: Lobbying 
regulation Bill; Nigerian As-
sets Management Agency Bill; 
Gender and Equal Opportuni-
ties Bill among others.

The week climaxed with the 
passage of the Public Procure-
ment Act. This followed the 
report of the Committee on 
Public Procurement.

The bill advocates the use of 
local content in public procure-
ment process as well as a 25 
percent mobilisation fund for 
contractors, up from the cur-
rent 15 percent given to them.

The Senate also approved 
the inclusion of Nigerian in-
stitute of Architects and the 
Nigerian Institute of Quan-
tity Survey as members of the 
National Council on Public 
Procurement.

The Red Chamber is expect-
ed to proceed on two-weeks 
recess on June 23 before em-
barking on six-weeks recess 
from July 22 to September 12, 
2016.

As Senate begins action on NEITI report

I
t is with heaviness of heart 
that I write this week’s 
account of the legislative 
activities of the Lower 

Chamber of the National As-
sembly which was climaxed 
by the two-page sex scandal 
letter/petition dated June 9, 
2016, which emanated from 
the office of the United States 
of America’s Ambassador to 
Nigeria, James F. Entwistle.

No doubt, the petition 
which was received with rude 
shock by the three lawmakers 
named in the petition Mo-
hammed Garba Gololo (APC-
Bauchi), Samuel Ikon (PDP-
Akwa Ibom) and Mark Gbillah 
(APC-Benue) as well as other 
members of the 10-member 
delegation who attended the 
International Visitor Leader-
ship Programme between 7th 
-13th April 2016 in Cleveland, 
Ohio; summarily eroded all 
the gains of the 8th session 
of the House of Representa-
tives. For me, the only way the 
House leadership can uphold 
its integrity in this case, is to 
conduct open investigative 
hearing on the subject matter. 
According to the responses 
from the concerned lawmak-
ers, a world press briefing will 
hold at the National Assembly 

tomorrow, Monday where 
they are expected to make 
formal pronouncement on the 
allegation. The onus is also 
on the US authorities to make 
available evidences to the 
leadership of the House while 
the investigations are ongoing.

The report was made public 
barely 24 hours after some ag-
grieved lawmakers demanded 
for internal cleansing of the 
House, especially on the crisis 
trailing the padding of the 
constituency projects in the 
controversial 2016 Appropria-
tions bill.

According to some of the 
lawmakers, the uproar was 
dismissed by the concerned 
authorities, possibly consider-
ing the lead role played by the 
embattled lawmaker in the 
eventual emergence of the 
Speaker.

Meanwhile, the joint Com-
mittee on Niger Delta and Pub-
lic Procurement on Thursday 
intervened in the lingering 
crisis across the oil producing 
region where the Avengers 
destroy pipeline facilities. The 
effort was however botched 
with the non-appearance 
of the Ministers of Finance, 
Budget and Planning and 
Minister of State for Petroleum 

Resources as well as the CBN 
Governor; Director General of 
Budget office of the Federation; 
Accountant General of the 
Federation and Presidential 
Adviser to the President on 
Amnesty. Before calling off the 
meeting, the Committee co-
chaired by Essien Ekpenyong 
and Wole Oke, however urged 
Federal Government to release 
the balance of N33.8 billion 
in addition to the N20 billion 
appropriated for the Amnesty 
office for the payment of sti-
pend of 30,000 ex-militants, as 
part of effort geared towards 
quelling the lingering crisis in 
the oil producing region.

On the same day, the 
Adhoc Committee investigat-
ing the N1 trillion railway 
contract between 2010 and 
2014, threatened to arrest top 
management team of Nige-
rian Railway Corporation 
(NRC) and 14 companies who 
secured contractors worth 
N41.2 billion. According to 
Johnson Agbonayinma, chair-
man of the Adhoc Committee, 
the embassies of the affected 
companies who could not 
be traced nor located have 
been contacted. For obvious 
reasons, many of those who 
held certain positions should 

be made to account for their 
stewardship no matter how 
long. Documents sighted from 
the exercise conducted so far 
and testimonies of the past 
Ministers of Federal Ministry 
of Transport, NRC Chairmen 
and those who pilot the affairs 
of NRC vividly showed mas-
sive misappropriation of funds 
channeled into the project. If 
the resources were effectively 
utilized, Nigerians should have 
started to enjoy inter-state and 
nationwide rail transportation 
by now.

The Committee on Legisla-
tive Budget and Research and 
Poverty Alleviation was also 
mandated to obtain the frame-
work and details of the N500 
billion programmes from the 
Senior Special Adviser (SSA) 
to the Vice President Office on 
social protection programmes. 
The House resolved to ensure 
adequate implementation of 
the scheme and avoid misap-
propriation of public funds. 
Within two days of activation 
of the website for the regis-
tration of applicants into the 
N-power Teachers scheme 
initiated by the present ad-
ministration, about 500,000 
applicants applied; a reflection 
of the huge unemployed army 

in the most populous black 
nation on earth. The House of 
Representatives on Tuesday 
called on Federal Government 
to revert to the 10 year pass-
port policy following series of 
challenges faced by Nigerians 
living abroad in the bid to 
renew their passports. Frankly 
speaking, I share the same 
sentiment with the lawmakers 
on the matter.

I promise to be back with 
detailed information on 
certain issues on the collaps-
ing infrastructure within the 
National Assembly possibly 
when they eventually go on 
annual vacation. But never 
assume yet. I wish to sign-off 
here!

Reps and the eroded gains

From the Red Chamber
With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA
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F
or a man who has been one of the prominent 
poster boys of the establishment throughout 
his political and business career, anyone 
who prefers to see the recent pronounce-
ment of Alhaji Atiku Abubakar, former vice 

president, as dubious will be forgiven. But the chieftain 
of the ruling All Progressive Congress (APC) was too 
detailed and knowledgeable in his appraisal of the state 
of the nation to be anything but altruistic.

These are extraordinary times and Nigeria is in dire 
straits after a very devisive presidential election that 
defined every facet of challenges facing her. Having 
survived a fratricidal civil war without being sucked 
into a debilitating debt, launched a reconstruction 
effort without having to borrow, created 36 states that 
depend on monthly hand outs from the central govern-
ment and frittered  away the opportunity to take the 
leap into a modern productive economy, it was only 
a matter of time before the false sense of prosperity 
would unravel.

Unlike President Muhammadu Buhari who is not 
known to have any close friend from the south before 
becoming president and loathes visiting that part of 
the country even as president, Atiku keeps a large ar-
ray of friends from every strata of society. As a private 
citizen, you regularly read of the former vice president 
visiting various localities across the country to felicitate 
with friends. It is such interactions and contacts with 
all and sundry in all crannies of the country devoid of 
officialdom and protocol that equip leaders with fairly 
adequate insight into the true state of affairs.

Against the backdrop of the acrimony and ethnic 
perception of the forced collapse of the First Repub-
lic, no attention was paid to building a platform for 
the country to grow or harness the potentials of the 
components of the country to engender development. 
Rather, after the failed coup, successive military rulers 
as well as the brief Second and Third Republic leaders 
were preoccupied with adopting policies with dubious 

objectives. Having inherited four regions one of which 
was created peacefully through a referendum, the serial 
military regimes proceeded to create first 12, then 19 
and later 36 states through unilaterally redrawn maps. 
What is the logic in creating local governments and 
listing them in the constitution as if they are part of 
the federating units? And afterwards, the Federation 
Account is skewed to recognise land mass, population, 
equality of states and local governments as the major 
factors in account allocation while almost eliminating 
derivation.

The tragedy of the evolution of policies and pro-
grammes since the demise of the Second Republic is 
that they were basically inspired by the desire to gener-
ate competition not in driving economic growth but in 
which part of the country gets the highest allocation of 
revenue. In this, everything was hinged on oil. Even the 
latent opportunities in the huge oil and gas chain were 
not leveraged on. Our leaders’ focus was on the sale 
of crude oil, plough the proceeds into the Federation 
Account and share. No country can possibly grow with 
such mentality.

It was only a matter of time before the bubble 
would burst. It should have come earlier in the Second 
Republic when the Shehu Shagari presidency was 
confronted by a strange phenomenon called the oil 
glut. Providence conspired to save the country with 
developments in other parts of the world again pushing 
up oil price. Buhari’s co-travellers that ousted President 
Shagari had naively blamed the crisis facing Nigeria 
then on politicians and, of course, ultimately offered 
no alternative.

When Abuja offered what it called bailout to states 
last year to enable them offset their backlog of unpaid 
salaries to civil servants, it was thought to be an aber-
ration. But political watchers had warned that the 
crisis is far deeper than a bailout can deal with. Now a 
second tranche of bailout is on the cards. This time, a 
gamut of conditions have been set for states to qualify. 
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In effect, Abuja has gradually evolved into a big brother, 
an overlord and a benevolent god to be worshipped 
by state governors. This emerging situation may have 
alarmed Atiku when he warned that “agitations by 
many right-thinking Nigerians call for a restructuring 
and renewal of our federation to make it less central-
ised, less suffocating and less dictatorial in the affairs of 
our country’s constituent units and localities.”

Recalling how the country’s First Republic federal 
structure engendered growth and competition by al-
lowing the regions to generate and retain revenue, 
Atiku said: “Our current structure and the practices it 
has encouraged have been a major impediment to the 
economic and political development of our country. 
In short, it has not served Nigeria well, and at the risk 
of reproach it has not served my part of the country, 
the North, well.”

In the lead up to the 2015 general elections, Buhari 
had rubbished the report of the National Conference 
President Goodluck Jonathan had convened that 
seemed to address the critical issues hindering our 
development. Buhari’s position had been curiously 
adopted by the ACN arm of the new APC that jettisoned 
its long held stance that Nigeria’s federal structure is 
defective and needed to be rejigged.

The concern here is the famed doggedness of 
Buhari on issues of building a more perfect union. 
He does not believe in it. And that may prove to be a 
divisive factor on Nigeria’s future. Boko Haram, Niger 
Delta insurgency, IPOB, MASSOB, OPC, and even 
the collapse of crude oil prices may count for nothing 
in determining the country’s future. The key is what 
Buhari and his kitchen cabinet decide.

Vice President Atiku was not flying a kite after all. 
It has nothing to do with his political ambition. As he 
said, this federal structure is not working and clamping 
all corrupt people to jail will change nothing. Another 
group will just take their place protected, albeit tempo-
rarily, by the broom they are wielding.
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I
nfrastructure development is critical to 
achieving human capital development in any 
society. The economic impact that infrastructure 
improvement has on nation building cannot be 
over-emphasised. Considering the statistics that 

about 85 percent of the people in the world reside 
in the developing world and transition economies, 
and with 67 percent of that population below age 35, 
the need for infrastructure development to support 
enduring development remains a matter of major 
concern for all nations of the world.

 Across the world, provision of crucial services is still 
far below required expectation as almost 1.6 billion 
people have no access to power, 1.2 billion people 
lack access to safe and potable drinking water while 
2.4 billion are faced with the challenge of insufficient 
medical facilities. Ironically, the infrastructure’s 
budget of many developing countries is dwindling. 

Without a doubt, the growth of any country’s 
economy hugely depends on the status of its 
infrastructure. The dearth of needed infrastructure 
in a given society places serious limitation on human 
capital development.  It is in view of its crucial role 
to achieving rapid economic growth that advanced 
nations of the world commit huge investment to 
infrastructural development. J.F. Kennedy, a former 
President of the United States of America, USA, 
once put the relationship between infrastructure 
development and economic prosperity into a proper 
perspective when he affirmed that: “America has good 
roads, not because America is rich, but America is rich 
because it has good roads”.

 Essentially, the prosperity of a nation depends 
on the state of its infrastructure. From the ancient 
Roman Empire to the super economic powers of 
the 21st century, it has been clearly demonstrated 

T
he decision by Friesland WAMCO/
Campina, Nigeria’s leading milk 
company to celebrate the World Milk 
Day, every 1st of June has received 
commendations from critical watchers 

of the nation’s food and beverage industry. This 
salutary move has no doubt, brought to the fore the 
immense nutritional benefits consumers derive 
from the daily consumption of milk.

It would be recalled that the World Milk Day 
was first established to be celebrated every year 
on a global scale on 1st of 2000 by the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 
It is celebrated to increase the common public 
awareness about all aspects of the natural milk 
such as its natural origin, milk nutritional value 
and various milk products including its economic 
importance throughout the globe. It was first 
celebrated in 2001 with many countries, actively 
participating. These included Malaysia, Colombia, 
Romania, Germany, United Arab Emirates, USA 
amongst others.

 Since then, the number of countries involved 
by focusing to publicize the activities related 
to the milk and milk industries has increased 
geometrically. But it was not until 2015 that 
WAMCO led the initiative in Nigeria, drawing 
public applause by its creative bent to its activities.  
It did so by engaging 270,000 children, spread 
across 273 public and private schools in Lagos to 
sample tasty Peak Choco milk. It was a precursor 
to the “Vision Nigeria Art Challenge” finale that 

Send reactions to: comment@businessdayonline.com

Lagos and the prospect of 4th Mainland Bridge
Interchange is another project aimed at improving the 
face of public transportation in the state.

 In-spite of the numerous strides of the Ambode 
administration in infrastructure improvement, 
perhaps the most audacious of the administration’s 
infrastructure initiatives thus far is the proposed plant 
for the construction of the 4th Mainland Bridge.

At a brief state event, the Lagos State Government 
recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) to set in motion the construction of the 38km 
4th Mainland Bridge. With that singular act, Lagos 
is set to achieve a landmark feat in its 50 years of 
existence. The Bridge, which is principally meant to 
address the perennial Lagos traffic gridlock concern, is 
equally geared towards socio-economic growth in the 
State. A Public Private Partnership (PPP) initiative to be 
financed by Africa Finance Corporation, Access Bank 
and other private investor at a cost of N844billion, the 
project is to be delivered in three years.

The bridge is to be made up of eight interchanges 
to facilitate effective interconnectivity between 
different parts of the State. It would be a Four-lane 
dual carriageway with each comprising three lanes 
and two meters hard shoulder on each side. It will be 
constructed with a generous median to allow for both 
future carriageway expansion and light rail facility.

More importantly, the bridge will provide the 
requisite transportation support to the rapidly 
developing Eti-Osa – Lekki – Epe corridor of the 
State. This is evident in the proposed alignment of 
the bridge which will pass through Lekki, Langbasa 
and Baiyeku towns along the shoreline of the Lagos 
Lagoon estuaries, further running through Igbogbo 
River Basin and crossing the Lagos Lagoon estuaries 
to Itamaga Area in Ikorodu. The alignment will also 
cross through the Itoikin road and the Ikorodu – 

students and teachers have participated and 
enjoyed this celebration” .

For the June 1st 2016 edition, students of Yaba 
College of Technology Staff School came first in 
the ‘Art of Milk’ cooking competition hosted by 
the same company. The grand finale was held at 
the LTV 8 Blueroof, Ikeja with a different theme. 
It was for the participating pupils and students 
to showcase the goodness of milk, using an 
experiential challenge of creating ready-to-go 
meals and drinks with milk as the dominant 
ingredient.

Nonetheless, the million-naira question that 
has agitated the minds of consumers is really what 
they stand to gain from drinking milk.  The answer 
is not far-fetched. So important is milk to the 
human body that the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) has recommended a glass of milk a day. 
But why? It is all because it is the most nutritionally 
dense of all foods. As researches have proved 
over the centuries, milk is rich in protein (casein), 
carbohydrates including lactose sugar, fat, calcium, 
vitamins A, B1,B2,B6D,Niacin.

Though milk does not possess high amounts of 
iodine, iron, magnesium and manganese , these 
are made available when consumers take milk 
along with tea, cornflakes, quaker oats and the 
popular staple diet of ogi. In fact, a glass of it per day 
meets 16 per cent proteinrequirement,40 per cent 
calcium,16 per cent fat,6 per cent carbohydrates, 40 
per cent vitamin B2 and 24 per cent vitamin A in 
2-6 year-old children. For those in the age bracket 
of 6-10 years, the percentages of the afore listed 
nutrients are;14, 34,13,5,34 and 16 in that order.

For school children, a glass of milk a day 

Sagamu Road to connect Isawo inward Lagos Ibadan 
Expressway at Ojodu Berger axis. The Bridge, among 
others, would accommodate cyclists, pedestrians, two 
service areas as well as additional pedestrian crossing.

Considering Lagos phenomenal population growth 
rate, it is obvious that if the recurrent Lagos traffic 
gridlock is to be tackled headlong something more 
daring must be done. This has made the necessity of 
a 4th Mainland Bridge that will serve as an alternative 
route to the Eastern axis and decongest traffic in the 
State a compelling one.

Undoubtedly, vast gain would stem from the project 
as it is particularly anticipated to make life more 
comfortable for Lagosians. According to Governor 
Ambode, the significance of the bridge will be entirely 
treasured when it is imagined what the Lagos of today 
would have looked like without the 3rd Mainland 
Bridge.

Aside improving the quality of life of the people, 
the Bridge would also be a big asset that would be 
handed to the Lagos State Government at the end 
of the concession arrangement. The significant and 
value of the proposed construction lies in its capacity 
to rapidly decongest the traffic within Lekki Corridor 
and redistribute traffic towards Lagos Mainland which 
serves to meet increased future road infrastructure 
demands.

For any government that worth its salt, particularly 
in developing countries, infrastructure development 
remains crucial to attaining growth across all sectors. 
This explains why the 4th Mainland Bridge idea of the 
Lagos state government is quite laudable.

Ogunbiyi is of the Features Unit, Ministry of 
Information and Strategy, Alausa, Ikeja.

provides the energy and needed nutrients during 
the demanding school hours. According to the 
American Journal of Clinical Nutrition (2011) 
milk-drinking teenagers and adults have 43 per 
cent lower risk of Type-2 diabetes. And a Harvard 
University study(201) amongst 37,000 women 
show that those who consumed about 4 servings 
of milk a day have lower risk of Type-2 diabetes.

Interesting also, is the finding that young people 
who drink a lot of milk and eat regularly with their 
parents tend to have better dental health than 
others who have more liberal eating habits. One 
can therefore, understand why milk is considered 
a key element to national health and productivity 
as well as necessary to meet the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals.

WAMCO’s initiatives in partnering with the 
Lagos State government to provide milk to pupils 
in selected schools, sinking of bore holes to host 
communities, Peak -All -Stars promotion, Peak 
Golden Pen Award for media practitioners are 
commendable. So are activities such as Nutrition 
Seminars, Peak Mom- of- the- Year competition 
for secondary schools, celebration of 60 years of 
nourishing Nigeria by sponsoring the Children’s 
Day celebration at LTV8, NTA and MM2 with over 
7,000 kids on May 27, 2014. Add that to it leading the 
way in the celebration of the World Milk Day and 
it is patently obvious why other companies should 
borrow a leaf from its people-friendly activities.

Baje, Nigeria’s first food technologist in the 
media, writes from Lagos.

that no nation can accomplish true greatness 
without evolving pragmatic strategies for long-term 
infrastructure development.

 According to the World Bank, every 1% of 
government funds spent on infrastructure leads 
to an equivalent 1% increase in Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP), which invariably means that there 
is a correlation between any meaningful inputs 
in infrastructure development which reflects on 
economic growth, indices, hence the value of 
infrastructure cannot be underplayed.

 It is in view of the centrality of infrastructure 
development to the advancement of socio-economic 
course of the society that the Ambode administration 
in Lagos state, since its inauguration in May, 2015, has 
been at the forefront of infrastructure regeneration 
and development in the state. That Lagos has become 
one massive construction site, of late, is not in 
doubt. Presently, the list of concluded and on-going 
infrastructure development projects in the state is 
endless. Today, in Lagos, new blocks of classrooms 
are springing up in public schools, new roads and 
bridges are being constructed and commissioned 
while existing ones are being re-habilitated at different 
locations with quality delivery being the watchword.

 Similarly, the Light up Lagos Project has continued 
to improve safety for drivers, commuters, riders and 
pedestrians, thereby ensuring they don’t suffer from 
decreased visibility at nights.  

 In a bid to enhance service delivery of the BRT 
scheme, the Ambode administration equally 
launched over 400 air-conditioned buses on the 
ever busy Ikorodu road from Ikorodu roundabout to 
CMS. It is now the in-thing for residents of this area 
to board these buses which now make their journey 
more predictable. The proposed Oshodi Transport 

was hosted on June 1, 2015. There were 10 creative 
works jostling for prizes out of 65 schools that took 
part in the early stages of the contest. The children 
showcased their vision of Nigeria by using Peak 
milk cans, pouches and sachets to create a vision 
of the Nigeria they wish to live in.

At the end of the competition, which held at 
the Indoor Sports Hall, University of Lagos, with 
representatives of primary and secondary schools, 
Headstart Private School, Debby Nikky Nursery/
Primary School and Wellspring College won the 
first, second and third positions respectively. Each 
school smiled home with a grand renovation of 
their art studio to the tune of N250,000 (first), 
N150,000 (second) and N100,000 (third) in that 
order. Amongst the judges then were: Dr Sheyi 
Kenny and Mr. Quadri (University of Lagos).

In addition, the 10 art teachers who supported 
their school representatives to bring their artistic 
and creative ingenuity to life, each received 
Samsung Galaxy tabs. According to Mrs. Ore 
Famurewa, the Corporate Affairs Director, 
FrieslandCampina WAMCO: “This is meant to 
provide an enabling environment for children 
and teachers to further develop their artistic and 
creative skills. Also, all 65 participating schools 
will receive N50,000 each for makeover of their 
art studio”.

Furthermore, she stated that: “The whole idea is 
to showcase the commitment of our Peak brand 
to constantly inspire the pursuit of excellence in 
our daily lives and further fuel dreams. This is why 
our World Milk Day event is themed ‘Celebrating 
60 years of feeding future aspirations’ and we are 
encouraged by how well all the schools, pupils, 
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‘How integrity got me the police 
committee Gold Star award’ 

Chima Chukwunyere is the Police Community Relations 
Committee (PCRC) chairman, Imo state. His commitment 
to his duties has earned him the PCRC ‘Gold Star’ award in 
Abuja. He spoke to SABY ELEMBA. Excerpts:

M
a y  w e 
k n o w  a 
little about 
the Police 
Communi-

ty Relations Committee 
(PCRC)?
Let me tell you why PCRC 
was inaugurated in 1984. 
When Etim Inyang was 
enrolled into the Police as 
a constable, he was sent 
to Atikpo in the then Imo 
State. One day he was sent 
to go and arrest a man ‘for 
breaking and entering’ and 
he successfully did that. 
On his way back to the 
office, the man told him 
that he wanted to go and 
answer the nature’s call, he 
innocently allowed him to 
go inside the bush and the 
man absconded.

When he went to his 
superiors and told them 
the ordeal, they congratu-

lated him and gave him 
24 hours to produce the 
man or else, and you know 
what ‘or else’ means in the 
police. The man’s name 
was Oko and he went to 
Oko’s age grade, reported 
the matter they promised 
him that they would assist 
him and they went into 
manhunt, within several 
hours they arrested Oko 
and handed him over to 
Etim Inyang.

When Etim Inyang 
eventually became the 
Inspector General of Po-
lice (IGP), having seen the 
gap between Nigerians 
and the police and that no 
Nigerian was willing to 
greet a police man or let 
alone assisting him in any 
way or by way of giving 
information, people were 
seeing the police as the 
devils, so he thought it 

wise to inaugurate a com-
mittee, called police com-
munity relations commit-
tee (PCRC). This would see 
to the affairs of both the 
police and the community.

When he inaugurated 
this organisation as far as 
Imo State is concerned, it 
became like a child who 
was born disabled, dumb, 
crippled, blind and noth-
ing until finally when I 
came on board about seven 
and half years ago. And 
having a vision of what 
leadership or PCRC is all 
about, what I did was to 
go on air to let the people 
know that there is a com-
mittee inaugurated by the 
police authorities to see to 
the good relationship of 
the communities and the 
police. And we provided a 
platform called ‘PCRC half 
hour’ which has been on 

for seven and half years 
now.

Actually the late Sister 
Esther Obong Egbula, “Sis-
ter E’ used to be my deputy 
and it was all her initiative 
that we should go on air to 
provide a platform for the 
police to interact with the 
public. This has created a 
great advantage, we have 
won almost 25 percent of 
Imolites who now see the 
police as their friend who 
now can willingly walk to 
the police and give infor-
mation to them.

The success to the po-
lice in Imo State is attrib-
uted to the fact the we 
have been able to preach 
the gospel that the police 
is your friend, that is one 
major achievement.

I am sure you are aware 
that on March 4. 2016, this 
year, Imo State was given 
the ‘Gold Star Award’ as 
the best performing PCRC 
in the country and that has 
to do with my leadership. 
And people say I am a man 
of integrity, and for you to 
be a member of PCRC you 
have to be a man of proven 
integrity.

I do not know of any 
PCRC chairman in Nigeria 
that is on air not to talk of 
giving his number. People 
call me always; I receive 
the highest number of 
security calls. They know 
me, my antecedents, they 
know my character that 
I cannot betray and any 
information given to me it 
is a matter of seconds for it 
to reach the commissioner 
of police. They will tell you 
that they have achieved a 
lot of results based on the 
information coming from 
the PCRC.

Now we observed that 
a lot of policemen and 
woman were on transfer, 
go to the police headquar-
ters here in Owerri, you 
will see men and women 
changing their clothes 
under the stair case. 

Women that are sup-
p os e d to b e sheltere d, 
women that work day and 
night under sun and rain, 
you see them change un-
der garages, broken down 
vehicles etc. As a result we 
are building two gigantic 
buildings one for males 
and one for females, they 
are almost completed; the 
tiling work is going on.  
When completed we will 
hand over to the police.

Apart from that, every 

year when we do our end 
of the year activity, we 
give award to the out-
standing officers for the 
performances of their du-
ties; we present them to 
the authorities and public 
and also present them 
awards. If you go to the 
office of the CP, PPRO, DC-
CID, the chairs in the office 
of the PPRO were provided 
by PCRC.

What specific instance 
can you give of an excel-
lent job that is worthy of 
commendation?

There was a case that 
almost embarrassed the 
police here three years ago 
when a young American 
was mistakenly shot at 
MCC Road here in Owerri; 
we thank God he did not 
die. When we saw the 
fire raging from America, 
we convinced the parents 
not to involve the embassy 
because we saw the parent 
were going to involve the 
embassy. We intervened, 
the case was settled, the 
hospital bill was settled 
at FMC and the vehicle 
released. We have done so 
much, to the extent that a 
committee at Abuja, dur-
ing the national conven-
tion decorated us as the 
best performing PCRC in 
the country.

Ever since I came on 
board I have been rated as 
the best in the country. No 
matter how you look at it 
we are performing and we 
have done marvelously 
well. When we came back 
from Abuja the Commis-
sioner of Police, CP, Taiwo 
Lakanu said he would 
have been disappointed 
if Imo did not come back 
with that award.

Do you think that the 
police in Imo see the peo-
ple as partners in prog-
ress?

I will say capital yes 
and small no. Yes in the 
sense that the majority 
of the police now see the 
people as their friend and 
you cannot call a dog to 
come and eat shit when 
you have a long stick in 
your hand. Yes, there are 
few policemen who are 
not doing well I cannot 
underwrite the attitude of 
all the Nigerian police, no, 
because of few of them are 
robbing.

And one thing I like CP 
Taiwo is that each time 
there is information about 
a corrupt officer he deals 

with the information.
Now, having seen your 

good performance in the 
state, what challenges 
do you face in the line of 
your duty?

Let me tell you one ugly 
incident that happened to 
me years ago at the Shell 
Camp Police. A traffic war-
den was beating a man, 
they said the man abused 
them and they descended 
on him. They dragged him 
from the road to the police 
station and descended on 
him. When I intervened 
and said do not kill him, 
the traffic warden slapped 
me four times before my 
wife because we went 
there to see somebody.

What did I do, I laughed 
over it, went upstairs and 
reported to the Divisional 
Police Officer (DPO) who 
told me not to report the 
matter to the CP because 
he knew what the CP was 
going to do and moreover 
he was not right to beat 
the driver not to talk of 
slapping the chairman of 
PCRC.

The handicappe d I 
have is that most Imolites 
are not cooperating with 
me in the sense that if you 
go to the police they say 
bail is free, why then do 
you bargain with a police 
officer for money?

Imo people are prepared 
to sell their house and give 
to police for bail, Igbo man 
is full of himself. The level 
of pride in us is disgust-
ing, do not give your hard 
earned money for bail, 
people easily part with 
their hard earned money 
on the road, why?

Another problem is 
the issue of baseless or 
frivolous petition. Imo is 
number one in the entire 
universe; I am talking of 
Nigeria, the entire uni-
verse. Imo man does not 
do anything other than 
writing petition and the 
petitions are baseless.

 And you have known 
that a traditional ruler 
wrote a petition against his 
subject about a land mat-
ter. He bought Awka-made 
gun (locally made gun) and 
told the police that the 
man robbed. At the end 
of investigation the police 
found out that the man did 
not rob. If a traditional rul-
er, a custodian of culture 
can do that to his subject, 
imagine what happens, it 
is  terrible thing.

Chima Chukwunyere
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Santaya Larit Kela

Issues at hand

Y
ou are all aware of 
the challenges we are 
facing in our industry 
from the past to the 
recent ones. In the 

past, we have had the issue of 
having to deal with collateral 
support for our business, which 
is moving from Default Insurance 
Policy (DIP) to bank guarantee 
and all those challenges that 
our members have been hav-
ing. These are the challenges we 
have treated and are willing to 
do more.

Recently, IATA has approved 
that a second DIP can come on 
board, which means we can have 
a second insurance company to 
support and make business a lot 
easier for our members.

Besides that, the issue that we 
are facing currently is foreign 
exchange (FX) demand by the 
foreign carriers. It is actually not 
applicable only to foreign carri-
ers but also to all the airlines. But 
some are feeling the impact more 
than the others. For instance, if a 
British Airways is selling tickets 
in Nigeria, it has to repatriate its 
sales and proceeds, and the only 
way the airline can repatriate 
its funds is through foreign ex-
change, which is dollars, which 
it also has to purchase.

Likewise, the issue is not only 
with foreign carriers. For in-
stance, as a local carrier, Arik Air 
flies to London and it sells tickets 
in London. If they have problem 
repatriating their funds in Lon-
don as well, they will stop flying 
there after some time because 
their funds will be tied down 
there and they feel the impact.

So, we are not here to canvas 
for the airlines, we are here to 
let the general public know and 
government in particular, that 
there is 300,000 jobs at risk in 
our industry because the mo-
ment the airlines stop flying, it 
means we will not have jobs and 
neither will our employees too. 
But the ripple effects will extend 
far to the ground handling com-
panies, their staff, other related 
services and supply chain. Then, 
I wonder what the airport would 
be; maybe we convert it to a mini 
shopping centre.

So, if not resolved early 
enough, all these things will af-
fect not just us as travel agencies, 
it will affect the general public, 
the government because the gov-
ernment will not have revenue 
that it would have made from 
travel agencies in terms of taxes 
they would have collected. For 
instance, if a ticket that should 
have been issued in Lagos is 
now issued in Ghana, it means 
government will not get the tax 
and is losing revenue because 

the originating place of the ticket 
collects the revenue and hence 
the ticket becomes SOTO ticket. 
So, someone can stay in Ghana 
and issue tickets of airlines fly-
ing in Nigeria. So, their Lagos-
London-Lagos can be issued from 
Ghana and the taxes will go to the 
Ghanaian government. So, the 
government is losing.

Moreover, we have to under-
stand that this industry contrib-
utes to the GDP. If we allow this 
industry to go down, the revenue 
that the government is going to 
make and the contribution to the 
GDP will disappear. So, all these 
are the challenges we are facing.

 Efforts at resolving the forex 
issue

We have had a meeting with 
the Permanent Secretary, Minis-
try of Transportation. We have 
had a meeting with Nigerian Civil 
Aviation Authority to discus and 
seek resolution of these issues. 
We have had several meetings 
with the airlines, talking to them 
to be patient with us in the mar-
ket and not to leave now. All 
these engagements have been 
ongoing. So, our appeals go more 

to the government.
Yes, we are aware that they 

are coming up with a new foreign 
exchange that is going to be more 
flexible than what it is now, but 
as we speak today, the govern-
ment has not finished fine-tuning 
what the process of the new 
flexible foreign exchange regime 
would be. And without us travel 
agencies having a firm commit-
ment from government, our 
industry will continue to suffer.

We want government to feel 
our pains, so that it will see us 
as the downstream sector and 
to avoid more job losses, which 
is hitting the banking sector 
hard now.

 Suggestions
In view of the above, we 

would like to appeal to the Fed-
eral Government and the avia-
tion agencies (NCAA, FAAN and 
NAMA) to collect all aviation 
taxes in local currency – the 
naira - to reduce the naira expo-
sure the government has with 
the airlines.

Similarly, we are also appeal-
ing to our foreign trade partners 
to consider the reintroduction of 

other economy classes even if at 
higher fare, it will be preferable 
to Nigerian passengers consider-
ing the surging passenger traffic 
out of Nigeria.

Government aspect
The Federal Government has 

already instructed the CBN to 
come up with a flexible foreign 
exchange policy that will assist 
the airlines to repatriate their 
funds. We therefore appeal to 
the airlines not to rush in with-
drawing their services because 
that will further deepen the 
current crisis, as service with-
drawal will affect about 300,000 
Nigerians losing their jobs in the 
aviation sector, both upstream 
and downstream.

The local airlines are also af-
fected by the foreign exchange 
policy, but because they have 
confidence in the change agenda 
of the government believing that 
the situation will improve very 
shortly, they have continued 
with their services. So, we appeal 
to the foreign airlines to toll the 
same line for us to have a win-
win situation.

The government is equally 

losing revenue to neighbouring 
countries as tickets can be pur-
chased from outside the country 
and once that is done, the taxes 
on such tickets will not go to the 
government through the with-
holding tax they would have 
benefited from such transactions. 
This is a clarion call that the issue 
of a national carrier should be 
looked into, the government can 
look into Private Public Partner-
ships that can serve as temporary 
national carrier pending when 
we have a full fledged carrier just 
like what is obtainable in Togo 
through Asky Airlines.

 The Airline aspect
We are using this medium to 

appeal to the airlines to exercise 
more patience. We understand 
the business environment has 
been very unfriendly. It is a try-
ing time for Nigeria as a nation. 
They should bear with us as we 
go through this phase of trans-
formation.

It is a known fact that they got 
their fingers burnt in Venezu-
ela, but we cannot compare the 
economy of Venezuela and that 
of Nigeria as our circumstances 
differ and our economy changes. 
Nigeria still remains the biggest 
economy in Africa and as such, 
there is already a paradigm shift 
on the part of government to curb 
corruption, as well as, decrease 
the nation’s dependence on for-
eign goods.

We equally use this oppor-
tunity to appeal to the airlines 
not to dollarize our economy 
by requesting trade partners to 
purchase tickets in dollars on 
behalf of their clients that further 
mounts pressure on the source of 
dollar as naira still remains the 
preferred currency in our mar-
ket. Furthermore, foreign airlines 
should make sustainable invest-
ments in Nigerian economy like 
some of their counterparts have 
done, especially Lufthansa that 
provides maintenance repair and 
overhaul for some of our local 
carriers.

The travel agencies
We use this medium to ap-

peal to our members to desist 
from dollar sales. We understand 
they have to remain in business 
and we also understand the 
peculiarity of the period, but we 
are appealing that we need to 
stand together as one and prob-
ably move business from those 
airlines that have insisted that we 
sell in dollar to those that permit 
us to sell in naira.

All these will reduce the im-
pact on our business pending 
when these issues are resolved. 
The association will continue to 
give relevant support to the mem-
bers while mounting pressure on 
the government to come up with 
favourable policies that will keep 
us in business.

 The traveling public
We are fully aware that the 

Nigerian travelling public has 
developed a culture for travelling; 
we know they feel the burden of 
the huge cost of tickets since the 
airlines are not displaying cheap 
fares. We appeal to them to fly 
other airlines that are still making 
cheap fares available this period, 
as we work to restore sanity in 
the industry. We honestly hope 
with this, we all can embrace 
the African carriers as well as, 
African destinations.

‘With 300,000 jobs at risk, travel 
agencies are at verge of collapse’
As foreign airlines struggle to repatriate their outstanding trapped funds, BANKOLE BERNARD, 
president, National Association of Nigeria Travel Agencies (NANTA), tells OBINNA EMELIKE 
in this interview that over 300,000 jobs are at risk in the travel sector if government delays in 
formulating favourable foreign exchange policy, among other industry issues. Excerpts:
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We are talking about 
solarising the state and 

using the example of first 
solar city in the United 
States that is Babcock 
Ranch in the state of 

Florida. It is going to be a 
zero-carbon city that will 
be established in Akwa 

Ibom State

Why are you passionate 
about this clean energy cam-
paign?

T
h e r e  a r e  m a n y 
opp ortunit ies  in 
green energy- the 
opp ortunit ies  in 
utilising energies 

that will save the climate. 
Over 55 percent of the prob-
lem of climate change comes 
from the use of energy that 
c ontributes  to  the gre en 
hous e gas es .  Now, Akwa 
Ibom has been the first sub-
national institution that has 
taken the initiative of organ-
ising the first Post- COP 21 
summit. 

Now, the summit we are 
going to have in Akwa Ibom 
is focusing on clean energy. 
You know that COP 21, the 
Paris Agreement, focuses on 
endorsing 100 percent re-
newable energy. Africa today 
is powering Europe- the solar 
from Africa, from Morocco, 
and the rest. We have abun-
dant sunshine; we have the 
gas that is being flared. 

The gas that is being flared 
can power the whole Africa. 
I wonder why we are not do-
ing that. So, this summit is fo-
cusing on the opportunity of 
creating energy that is clean, 
affordable, sustainable and 
that can create jobs with the 
SME. The Akwa Ibom State 
governor has made a com-
mitment of creating the first 
clean energy technology hub, 
deep seaport is in progress. 

We are talking about so-
larising the state and using 
the example of first solar city 
in the United States that is 
Babcock Ranch in the state 
of Florida. It is going to be a 
zero-carbon city that will be 
established in Akwa Ibom 
State. Now, the biggest com-
modity for asking investors 
to come is because you have 
peace and security there. 

You have p eac e-loving 
people; you have hospitable 
p e ople and there’s  every 
reason in asking people to 
come for investment. In cli-
mate change opportunity, we 
have something that is called 
the price of carbon or carbon 
credit. That carbon credit is 
what China, India and Brazil 
have taken the opportunity 
of because of the incentive of 
certified emission reduction 
of unit which, if you carry 
out that, you are not going 
to increase the green house 
gases; that amount of gas 
that would have contributed 
is calculated and paid to you. 

Sixty to seventy percent 
of such funds by the execu-
tive board of the United Na-
tions Framework on Climate 
Change is  b eing given to 
these countries. That is why 
China is so rich. That’s why 
India and Brazil have moved 
into area of clean energy 
technology, but we in Nigeria 
here want to brace the trail.

Where is Nigeria on the 
clean energy drive?

I think we have started 
to do so. Before the COP 21 

happ ene d,  African Clean 
Energy made a significant 
inroad in having a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU) 
with the Federal Ministry of 
Health to look at the aspect 
of impacts of climate change 
on human health. Last year, 
May 13, it was signed. We 
also went into an agreement 
with Covenant University on 
renewable energy because 
one thing we should realise 
is that Saudi Arabia today 
has invested about $60billion 
on solar and Saudi Arabia is 

moving away from oil and 
we are asking why are you 
doing this? They said they 
don’t want Arab Spring- the 
youths not being employed 
and there would be infiltra-
tion. You are claiming you 
want to empower the youth. 
Can you empower the youth 
without giving them sustain-
able power? It is a mirage. 
The fast way to do it is the 
way Africa Energy is doing 
it. We signed an MoU with 
the National Association of 
Barbers and Salons to pro-

vide them these units that 
can power their operations 
so that they can keep being 
in business 24 hours. The 
units are such that within 
two years they will pay for 
it and we are getting support 
from serious organisations 
to make this happen. There 
are about 10 million of them 
and that’s about 10 to 20 mil-
lion jobs to be created within 
the next two years. I am a 
member of the enforcement 
branch of United Nations 
Framework Convention on 

climate change. If you look 
at what COP 21 has done for 
the whole world, it is shifting 
away from the fossil fuel.

We are talking about di-
versifying the economy and 
moving away from oil, and 
that brings industrialization, 
job creation and ultimately, 
poverty alleviation. Let’s 
look at these green jobs; how 
sustainable are these jobs 
really?

They are as sustainable as 
any day that you have light. 
Is there any day that light 
does not shine? Is there any 
day you don’t have power 
running in terms of water, 
hydro. Is there any day we 
don’t generate waste? Even 
from waste to energy now 
we are working towards 
generating about 10 mega-
watts of electricity to Abuja 
using the waste, just like the 
Malmo city in Sweden. They 
use the waste, even though 
they don’t have enough, they 
import waste from Norway.

We have everything that 
should be able to make Nige-
ria export power from clean 
energy. I am talking about 
water, gas, the sun, many 
rivers, etc. We don’t have any 
reason to complain. People 
who succeed in life are those 
who make stepping stones 
out  of  stumbling stones . 
Enough of complaints. We 
are prepared to take up this 
challenge. We want to power 
kioisks by clean energy; we 
want to solarise Africa just as 
Obama is solarising America. 

‘We can prevent Arab Spring 
in Nigeria by providing 
sustainable power’
Ahead of the forth-coming First Akwa Ibom State climate change and 
clean energy mega summit, Victor Fodake, director general, Africa 
Clean Energy Summit and the Africa Climate Solutions Centre, whose 
company is collaborating with the state government on the summit, 
spoke with ZEBULON AGOMUO on the history being made by Akwa 
Ibom State and the benefit of clean energy to Nigeria. Excerpts:
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The development in Osun State is as 
fearful as it is condemnable. The state 
appears to be toeing a dangerous route 
that could destroy education in the state 
and by extinction the future of children. 
The state recently allowed Moslem chil-
dren in public schools to wear hijab that 
reflect their religious leaning against the 
normal school uniform. The Christians 
in the state who felt the development is 
very dangerous urged the state govern-
ment to halt the drift but allegedly got 
a cold shoulder. In apparent show of 
their disappointment they allowed some 
Christian pupils to adorn choir robes and 
other attires that reflect their religion, 
hence the pandemonium. The argument 
is that since their Moslem counterparts 
claim that by wearing hijab they are 

Selfishness

Grazing reserves impasse

Sheer vengeance?

The proposed North East Development 
Commission is already coming serious 
division among the senators from that 

geo-political zone even when the bill 
has not been passed. The commission 
which is being proposed for, to rebuild 
the Boko Haram- ravaged region, is 
said to have received the nods of the 
international donors, who are ready to 
shell out dollars and pounds towards 
the project. Steches gathered that tril-
lions of naira has been proposed for the 
project. The disagreement in the Bukola 
Saraki-controlled legislative chamber 
was so sharp that the Senate president 
suspended passage of the bill seeking its 
establishment. Can you imagine, how 
selfishness is trying to buccaneer a wor-
thy project. We are just talking about 
a geo-political zone here; this is why 
Nigeria has remained a toddler at 56.

In Nigeria, every action or inaction 
elicits reaction, whether positively or 
negatively. Here, meanings are read 
in every one of the steps of govern-

ment, basically because government 
has never been plain. When the news 
broke the other day that some Army 
officers had been retired, a good num-
ber of Nigerians jumped to the con-
clusion that President Muhammadu 
Buhari was just taking a pound of flesh 
or merely engaging in tit-for-tat. Those 
who claimed to know the President’s 
mind said he was paying them back 
for the embarrassment they allegedly 
caused him before the general election 
when they claimed there was nothing 
in his file. But only a few people have 
given a thought to the level of corrup-
tion in that institution, where a Chief 
of Defence Staff could allegedly steal 
over N500 million on a monthly basis, 
and they are untouchable. Let them be 
touched.

Across the country, the fear of 
Fulani herdsmen is prompting pro-
active actions and precautions. A 
few days ago, some group of women 
besieged the Plateau State House 
of Assembly protesting an alleged 
decision by the state government 
to establish grazing reserves in the 
states. The women said they had 
it on good authority that the bill 
to that effect was already getting 
favourable attention at the Assem-
bly, calling on relevant authorities to 

down the bill by all means. Indeed, 
the women have every cause to 
entertain fear seeing that it appears 
the Federal Government is not even 
keen at checking the menace of the 
herdsmen who dispense blood and 
tears to host communities. In the 
neighbouring state of Benue, Gover-
nor Samuel Ortom has since taken 
the case to God when he lay flat at a 
prayer meeting seeking divine inter-
vention since it appears that no help 
can come from Abuja

Death of post-UTME

From Osun with hate 

Summit, summit, yet no result

I
n the days when men went to 
school, the Joint Admission and 
Matriculation Board (JAMB) 
examination was all they needed 

to gain admission into the university. 
That was the time anybody who 
scored 200 knew he/she did it by self 
efforts. Those who scored 280, 290, 
etc who went to read medicine, law, 
etc did not cut corners and they could 
defend it anytime. But today, even 
those who score 300 cannot say they 
achieved the feat by dint of hard-
work. People now hire mercenaries to 
sit for such exams for them; parents 
even sit for their children and wards 
and teachers and invigilators are 
openly colluding with candidates to 

do all manner of things; that was the 
reason universities decided to organ-
ise another test to determine the au-
thenticity of the result the candidate 
lays claims to. Now that cut off mark 
is pegged at 180, what manner of qual-
ity do we expect from the students? If 
a university populates itself with can-
didates with such low scores, chances 
are that its products would not be able 
to favourably compete with others 
from quality institutions. Was the de-
cision by Federal Government in this 
regard well-thought out or stemmed 
from certain ulterior moves? Granted 
that some universities had abused the 
admission process; must we throw the 
baby with the bath water? Let’s tread 
softly, please.

With ZebulonSketches

For some years now the BRACED – 
(Bayelsa Rivers, Akwa Ibom, Cross River, 
Edo and Delta) Commission has been hold-
ing conferences, and summits aimed at 
moving forward the economy of the Niger 
Delta region, but there has been nothing to 
show for the numerous meetings in practi-
cal terms. Talk, they say, is cheap. It is high 
time the leaders in these states moved be-

yond ‘talk talk’. The essence of such meet-
ings and conferences is to give meaningful 
life to the people but it appears that such 
events only create opportunity for people 
to advance their personal agenda. The 
latest of the BRACED summits was held in 
Uyo, Akwa Ibom State a few days ago. The 
fruit of the event, we are expecting to see 
in no distant future. 

protecting their faith, so, Christians also 
are bound to protect and propagate their 
faith. The religious war is destructive, 
divisive, dangerous, and the state govern-
ment must do everything possible to halt 
the drift and the madness.
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gospel and winning souls 
fo r  C h r i s t ,  b y  w h at e ve r 
means. Today, an increasing 
number of Nigeria’s churches 
are going beyond the pulpit 
and are diversifying into 
mega businesses.

There is hardly any church 
in Nigeria today that does not 
have one business concern or 
the other. If they are not earn-
ing money from sales of books 
written by their pastors, they 
are selling CDs and DVDs of 
the pastors’ sermons or water, 
oil and other items blessed by 
the pastors, often with claims 
that these items have spiritual 
potency.

Beyond these, many of the 
churches also have interests 
in schools. While virtually 
all of them have nursery/pri-
mary and secondary schools, 
a few have gone ahead to 
establish universities, whose 
tuition and other fees are 
mainly considered unafford-
able by Nigerian standards. A 

lot of the megachurches also 
have interests in real estate 
given their known acquisi-
tion of massive expanse of 
land in many parts of the 
country.

Some Christians see these 
“so-called” business ventures 
as a way of evangelism, ar-
guing that the money gener-
ated from these commercial 
ventures is used to support 
the churches’ ministry as 
well as for charity. Many Ni-
gerians, however, insist that 
the churches have become 
so engrossed in commercial 
activities that it is now dif-
ficult to ascertain whether 
they are indeed serving God 
or Mammon.

They point to the life of 
opulence and flamboyance 
being led by many of the 
pastors, some of who own 
private jets and even private 
hangers and drive exotic cars, 
as if in keen competition with 
wealthy businessmen and 

politicians.
These churches are “big-

time businesses being man-
aged by entrepreneurs”,

Leo Igwe of the Nigeria 
Humanist Movement told a 
foreign news media, arguing 
that in the face of poverty and 
myriad social and economic 
problems, “Nigerians have be-
come desperate, and gullible, 
and these churches service 
this market”.

Whatever the argument, 
however, there is no doubt 
that the businesses run by 
these churches are contribute 
immensely to growth of the 
economy, especially through 
job creation.

“Some of the churches can 
hold more than 200,000 wor-
shippers and, with their at-
tendant business empires, 
they constitute a significant 
section of the economy, em-
ploying tens of thousands of 
people and raking in tourist 
dollars, as well as exporting 

Christianity globally,” wrote 
Tim Cocks in a 2014 piece, 
“Nigeria’s ‘megachurches’: a 
hidden pillar of Africa’s top 
economy”.

“But exactly how much 
of Nigeria’s $510 billion GDP 
they make up is difficult to 
assess, since the churches are, 
like the oil sector in Africa’s 
top energy producer, largely 
opaque entities,” Cocks said 
in the piece published by 
Reuters.

Cocks quotes the corpo-
rate affairs department of 
Winners Chapel as saying 
the church employed more 
than 18,000 people in Nigeria 
alone.

Churches and their busi-
nesses

The major business inter-
ests of modern-day Nigerian 
churches span from publish-
ing houses through the media, 
schools, real estate, restau-
rants, bakery, water packag-
ing, etc.

Living Faith World Out-
reach Ministry (aka Winners 
Chapel), established by David 

Oyedepo in 1981, which is 
reported to have branches in 
Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Ivory 
Coast, South Africa, Gambia, 
the UK and the US, runs Do-
minion Publishing House, a 
thriving publishing company 
that publishes all his books 
which are often centred on 
prosperity, Covenant Univer-
sity, one of Nigeria’s leading 
private tertiary institutions, 
and Faith Academy, an elite 
secondary school.

Cocks describes the enter-
prises on Canaanland, Win-
ners Chapel’s headquarters 
in Ota, Ogun State, to include 
“shops selling cold sodas and 
bread, to a woman boiling 
instant noodles and eggs for 
breakfast in a lodge, to pop-up 
book stalls hawking Oyede-
po’s prolific literary output”.

Similarly, The Redeemed 
Christian Church of  Go d 
(RCCG), which has thousands 
of outposts around the world, 
including at least 2,000 in 
Nigeria and close to 400 in 
the UK, runs Redeemers Uni-
versity in Ede, Osun State, 
Redeemers Secondary School 
with campuses in virtually all 
the church’s provinces, Christ 
the Re de emer Se c ondary 
School, and Redeemers Inter-
national Leadership Academy 
located on Banana Island, 
Ikoyi, Lagos.

Pastor Chris Oyakhilome’s 
Christ Embassy, which has 
branches in Nigeria, South 
Africa, London, Canada and 
the United States, has diver-
sified business interests in 
newspapers, magazines, etc. 
The church runs a publishing 
company, Loveworld Publica-
tions, which publishes ‘Rhap-
sody of Realities’, a monthly 
devotional Oyakhilome co-
authors with his wife. It is 
also said to own a local tele-
vision station, a record label, 
satellite TV, a fast-food chain, 
hotels and extensive real es-
tate. Loveworld TV Network 
is reportedly the first Chris-

Business behind the pulpit
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tian network to broadcast 
from Africa to the rest of the 
world on a 24-hour basis.

T h o u g h  a  re p o r t  s ay s 
‘Rhapsody of Realities’ sells 
over 2 million copies every 
month at $1 apiece, many 
members of the congregation 
argue that the publication is 
distributed at no cost to the 
Nigerian public.

On its part, Word of Life 
Bible Church in Warri, Delta 
State, owned by Ayo Orit-
sajofor, runs Eagle Microfi-
nance Limited, Eagle Heights 
University, Eagle Heights 
International Schools, the 
International School of Min-
istry, African Broadcasting 
Network, and Eagle Hand 
International Foundation.

Matthew Ashimolowo’s 
K i n g s w ay  I n t e r n at i o n a l 
Christian Centre (KICC), re-
portedly the largest Pentecos-
tal church in the United King-
dom, runs a media company, 
Matthew Ashimolowo Media, 
which produces tonnes of 
Christian literature and docu-
mentaries. The church also 
has other varied business in-
terests, including the recently 
established Kings University 
in Ode-Omu, Osun State. In 
2009, the church reportedly 
posted profits of close to $10 
million and assets worth $40 
million.

Synagogue Church of all 
Nations (SCOAN), founded in 
1987 by T. B. Joshua, currently 
has branches in Ghana, the 
United Kingdom, South Af-
rica, Greece, etc. However, the 
church’s only known business 
interests seem to be only 
Emmanuel TV, a Christian 
television network, and the 
hotels that accommodate the 
thousands of miracle-seek-
ers that throng the church’s 
headquarters in Lagos.

Pastor Williams F.  Ku-
muyi’s Deeper Christian Life 
Church runs Deeper Life High 
School while its proposed 
Anchor University is billed 
to begin operation soon. The 
church also runs ancillary 
services, such as water pack-
aging and bakery, though 
close sources say products 
of these concerns are sold 
only to members during the 
church’s retreats.

Furthermore, Church of 
God Mission, established by 
late Benson Idahosa, runs 
Benson Idahosa University 
(BIU), World of Faith Group 
of Schools and All Nations 
for Church Bible Institute; 
Felix Omobude’s New Cov-
enant Church runs Covenant 
Christian Academy and Light 
House Polytechnic; while Evi-
dence of the Gospel Church, 
owned by Oyonude Kure, 
operates Evidence College 
and is proposing to establish 
Evidence University.

Similarly, Lazarus Muoka’s 
The Lord’s Chosen Charis-
matic Revival Ministry oper-
ates the multi-campus The 

Lord’s Chosen International 
Schools, while Johnson Sulei-
man’s Omega Fire Ministry 
runs Avunegbe Microfinance 
Bank in Auchi, Edo State.

A m o n g  t h e  o r t h o d o x 
churches, even from the time 
of the early missionaries, 
the interests have hovered 
around education and health-
care provision.

While the Catholic Church 
runs mostly schools and hos-
pitals to support its ministry, 
individual clergymen have 
been known to establish min-
istries through which they 
preach the gosp el.  But in 
the course of preaching the 
gospel, some of them have 
also gone commercial, writ-
ing and publishing Christian 
literature as well as recording 
and selling gospel tunes and 

sermons.
For  instanc e,  CDs and 

DVDs of songs and sermons 
recorded by Reverend Fa-
ther Ejike Mbaka, founder 
of Adoration Ministries in 
Enugu, are on sale in many 
parts of the country, while 
the ministry is also into wa-
ter and yoghurt packaging. It 
owns Aqua Rapha bottled and 
sachet water as well as Yogo 
Rapha, a brand of yoghurt.

Reverend Father Emman-
uel M. P. Edeh, founder of Pil-
grimage Centre of Eucharistic 
Adoration in Elele, Rivers 
State, runs several academic 
institutions ranging from 
nursery/primary and second-
ary schools to universities 
that are situated in different 
parts of the country, includ-
ing the now famous Madonna 
University.

Similarly, the Anglican, 
Methodist, Baptist, Apostolic 
and other orthodox churches 

in the country run nursery/
primary, secondary and ter-
tiary institutions. While some 
of these were those inherited 
from the early Christian mis-
sionaries, others are recently 
established.

In many parts of the coun-
try today, evidence abounds 
of some of the schools estab-
lished by the foreign mis-
sionaries. It is on record that 
the first secondary school 
in the country, CMS Gram-
mar School in Lagos, was 
established by the Anglican 
Communion, which also runs 
Ajayi Crowther University 
in Oyo State and some other 
ventures within the country.

Who owns the wealth – the 
church or the pastor?

There is still a raging con-
troversy as to whether these 

business ventures, or indeed 
the wealth, actually belong to 
the churches or their pastors. 
While this is not much of an 
issue for the orthodox church-
es which no one person can 
lay claim to their ownership, 
it is not so for many of the 
Pentecostal churches. For 
many Nigerians who spoke to 
BDSUNDAY, there is indeed a 
very thin line separating the 
pastor and the church.

In 2011, the five richest 
pastors in Nigeria were listed 
on Forbes. Topping the list 
was Bishop David Oyedepo, 
whose estimated net worth 
was put  at  $150 mil l ion. 
Oyedepo is said to own four 
private jets and homes in 
London and the United States.

Following behind him was 
Chris Oyakhilome, whose net 
worth was estimated at $30 
million-$50 million.

Third on the list was T.B. 
Joshua, whos e net worth 

was estimated at $10 mil-
lion-$15 million, followed by 
Matthew Ashimolowo, with 
an estimated net worth of 
$6 million-$10 million, and 
finally, Pastor Chris Oko-
tie, owner of Household of 
God Church, “one of Nigeria’s 
most flamboyant congrega-
tions”, whose net worth is 
estimated at $3 million-$10 
million. Okotie, who cruises 
in a Mercedes S600, Hum-
mer, Porsche, among several 
others, is said to have made 
his personal wealth from his 
previous career as a musician 
and from his other business 
ventures, but these business 
ventures are not mentioned.

On why RCCG did not 
make the list, the author of 
the report, Mfonobong Nsehe, 
said, “When I contacted the 
RCCG, I was told that Pastor 
Adeboye does not exactly 
own the church. He’s just 

the General Overseer, so he 
doesn’t own the assets of the 
church or any other vast es-
tate. As a matter of fact, the 
Private Jet he uses belongs 
not to him, but to the church. 
But, definitely, he’s consider-
ably rich.”

Nigerians yearn for more 
impact

In truth, many of Nigeria’s 
churches are giving back to 
society in various ways, espe-
cially by reaching out to the 
poor and the less privileged. 
Some of them also argue that 
even the so-called business 
ventures are also a way of 
reaching out.

“We use the income of the 
church to build schools, we 
use the income of the church 
to serve the needs of the poor. 
These are non-profit organi-
zations,” Oyedepo told Reuters 
in an interview.

However, many Nigerians 

say considering the immense 
wealth controlled by these 
churches, they should be able 
to do more.

“Why should a church use 
money from the congrega-
tion’s tithes and offerings to 
set up a school and children of 
the poor people in the church 
cannot attend the schools 
because of exorbitant fees?” 
fumed Ayo David, a wor-
shipper in one of the popular 
churches.

“Whatever happened to 
scholarships? These churches 
should be able to fund excep-
tional but indigent students 
in their schools, just as Pas-
tor Ashimolowo is doing in 
his newly established Kings 
University in Osun State,” he 
added.

BDSUNDAY check on the 
Kings University website 
shows that the tertiary in-
stitution offered scholarship 

opportunities in two catego-
ries to exceptional students 
for the 2015/2016 academic 
session.

The Matthew Ashimolowo 
Scholarship Scheme (MASS), 
as advertised on the website, 
had a total of 40 full tuition 
and accommodation scholar-
ships for academically out-
standing applicants of Kings 
University in the areas of 
Management Sciences (10 
students), Information Tech-
nology (10 students) ,  and 
Sciences (20 students); while 
KICC Scholarship Scheme had 
a total of 80 full tuition and 
accommodation scholarships 
for academically outstanding 
applicants of Kings Universi-
ty in the following categories: 
Ode-Omu indigenes (5 stu-
dents), Management Sciences 
(25 students), Information 
Technology (20 students), and 
Sciences (30 students).

Business behind the pulpitContinues on  page 26
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R
ecently, the so-
cial  media was 
awash with news of 
phantom death of 
Ibrahim Badamasi 

Babagida, a former military 
president of Niger State origin.

The false news was so strong 
that the authors even went as 
far as talking about a burial 
arrangement to be made pub-
lic by members of the family. 
But what is very true is that 
the gap-toothed General is 
infirmed and was away in Ger-
many where medical doctors 
were battled to cure him of his 
ailment.

Following the unfortu-
nate reports online that went 
viral, IBB was ferried back 
home to prove to the Nigerian 
“Thomases” that “Umoru” (ac-
cording to President Oluse-
gun Obasanjo) was hale and 
hearty. Upon his return, the 
man, who annulled the June 
12, 1993 election believed to 
have been won by Moshood 
Kashimawo Olawale Abiola, 
spoke to journalists to put a lie 
to the reports.

Incidentally, these were 
happening at a time when the 
pro-June 12 advocates were 
busy remembering the dark 
days of IBB as it pertains to the 
annulment.

Twenty-three years after the 
annulment of an election de-
scribed as the fairest and freest 
in the history of Nigeria, and 18 
years after the death of MKO 
Abiola, the acclaimed winner 
of that election, the architect of 
the chains of crises was being 
rumored dead.

Observers say it is a classic 
confirmation that all things 
done under the sun is vanity 

What aileth thee, IBB?

upon vanity.
The story of the Nigerian 

politics will never be complete 
without any mention of the 
roles played by Babangida. 
His roles in both the failed and 
successful coups; his annul-
ment exercise, the big names 
he threw up on the political 
scene; those who served with 
him either as military persons 
or civilians, and many more.

We still remember such 

names as General Domkat 
Bali, General Joshua Dogo-
nyaro; General Murtala Nyako, 
General John Shagaya, Gen-
eral Gado Nasko, General 
Mamman Kontagora, Dasuki 
Sambo, Mamman Vasta, etc; 
the mention of these names in 
those days when they bestrode 
the corridors gave many Nige-
rian goose pimples. The man 
was nicknamed Maradona for 
his dribbling tactics over his 

too many failed promises to 
return Nigeria to civil rule. But 
like him or hate him, IBB is an 
enigma and has remained an 
idol of sort to many.

Time, they say, heals all 
wounds. At the time IBB 
stepped aside in August 27, 
1993, many people thought 
he would never in his life 
anymore visit the South-West, 
the geo-political zone where 
MKO Abiola hailed from. At 
that time, the OPC and other 
socio-political groups in the 
region had declared IBB a per-
sona non-grata in any state in 
the South-West. But along the 
line, threat was relaxed and the 
man has continued to frater-
nize with the high and mighty 
in the entire south, includ-
ing the Yoruba nation. He is 
known to have mended fences 
with some members of the 
Abiola family. IBB, according 
to those who are close to him, 
is a likeable fellow; hence, he 
is loved and adored by many 
people across the country, 
particularly those whose lives 
were positively touched by the 
Prince of the Nigeria, when the 
power of life and death (so to 
speak) in Nigeria rested on his 
shoulders.

Today, he is ageing grace-
fully at close to 75. He is still a 

Zebulon Agomuo & Nathaniel Akhigbe rallying point to many political 
leaders in the country. On the 
issue of June 12 annulment, a 
good number of people believe 
that IBB’s action was divine, 
whatever that means.

However, several attempts 
by Babangida to launder his 
public image in a bid to step 
back into Nigeria’s political 
arena have suffered repeated 
flops, as there are many Ni-
gerians who are yet to forgive 
him over the trauma he led 
them into.

The former military ruler, 
who arrived in Minna, Niger 
State capital recently after un-
dergoing medical treatment in 
Germany for an undisclosed 
ailment, is obviously sick judg-
ing by his sitting posture fed to 
the media upon his return.

Debunking IBB’s death ru-
mour, Malam Jibrin, Chief 
Press Secretary to Governor 
Sani Bello of Niger State, said 
in a statement that “Baban-
gida arrived in Minna this 
evening. He was accompanied 
by his son, Aminu, and daugh-
ter, Halima and other family 
friends.

Governor Bello decried so-
cial media reports that claimed 
that Babangida has died while 
receiving treatment. The me-
dia should be guided by the 
ethics of the profession. If 
you are not sure, don’t share. 
The social media purported 
death of Gen. Babangida was 
reckless, unethical and unwar-
ranted”, the statement read.

It would be recalled that 
seven years after the annul-
ment, IBB was reported to have 
said: “People keep asking me 
about it in spite of enough an-
swers I have given. But you will 
find out that it is just a group of 
people who feel aggrieved by 
the annulment of the June 12 
presidential election. If it were 
not for the annulment, what 
would have been their posi-
tions today? June 12 has served 
as a key to open the door for 
many Nigerians in positions of 
authority today. These benefi-
ciaries of June 12 annulments 
are not being fair to me. There 
are only two dogged fighters 
for June 12 in Nigeria. They are 
mere sycophants who have fed 
fat on June 12,” he said.

 The former military presi-
dent also commented on his 
speculated presidential am-
bition, saying, “in the first 
place, if God ordains one for 
something, nobody can stop it. 
Likewise, if God says no, even 
if the whole world teams up, it 
will not change the situation. 
Therefore, I am leaving every-
thing to God to determine my 
political future.”

Ibrahim Babangida



Nigerians have continued to applaud the new CBN forex policy which allows market to determine ex-
change rates. In this interview, Olisa Agbakoba, a senior advocate of Nigeria (SAN) tells 
NATHANIEL AKHIGBE the economic implications of the policy and other economic components that 
the Federal Government should urgently address. Excerpts.   

E
xperts have commended the new 
foreign exchange policy of the 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN); what 
are the economic implications for 
Nigeria?

The policy is long overdue. But unfortu-
nately, it has taken us into a major circle of 
depression in the context that Nigeria expe-
rienced the first sign of slowdown in the last 
quarters of 2014 and continued all through to 
the last quarters of 2015. Unfortunately, the 
first quarters’ result of 2016 and the second 
quarter’s announced by the National Bureau 
of Statistics (NBS) show that we have con-
tracted. Now, two consecutive slowdowns is 
a recession but two consecutive contractions 
is a depression. When I first mentioned the 
word ‘recession’ it was politically incorrect but 
now I am happy that we have all agreed that 
it is either there is recession of a contraction.

Part of that was the uncoordinated eco-
nomic policy of the government because no-
body knows what government was actually 
doing. The council of the economic ministers 
were listening to the body language of the 
government, and therefore, the President 
being strong on regulation and anti-market, 
made clear he wasn’t in support of devalua-
tion; and I can see his points. But that is not the 
President’s decision. There is an independent 
CBN that deals with monetary policies and 
management: interest rates, exchange rates 
and lending rates.

But where the current wisdom came from 
I don’t know even though massive damage 
had been done to the economy beyond what 
we can calculate; but it is never too late. The 
damage to the economy by the very strict 
economic policy of the government is in the 
region of at least, $100 billion. Everything 
dried up because there was no business.

Do you see rise in confidence of foreign 
investors on the back of the CBN announce-
ment?

Investors will come because it benefits 
them. A visitor who is told that ‘when you 
come to Nigeria, with a thousand naira, you 
will have a good time’ will surely come. When 
Governor Godwin Emefiele announced this 
new flexible foreign exchange rates it meant 
that the window of fresh air has opened. I 
can tell you a client called me from London 
yesterday (Thursday) and said they have $100 
million to offer. That shows you what I am 
talking about. Imagine how many other Ni-
gerians who are in that position and the kind 
inflow that is possible. So, the new policy will 
promote investment opportunity. All those 
who were hoarding their money because they 
didn’t like the suppressed rates, will now say 
‘yes, we can do a deal’. So, we commend the 
Governor of CBN for this, but it’s not enough.

 
We know that availability of forex is not 

all we need to do well economically. What 
are other economic components you think 
government needs to address?
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Discourse
FG must urgently address constraints 
in doing business in Nigeria - Agbakoba 

First, we are lagging being in the ease of 
doing business. We are at the bottom of the 
ladder on the World Bank list of ease of doing 
business. There may be forex but the entire 
chain of doing business: from the airports, to 
NAFDAC, to constraint of Customs and cor-
ruption is not encouraging investment. It took 
me 6 years for instance, to get my Certificate 
of Occupancy. If I was a private businessman 
I would not have been able to endure that 
long. That is very frustrating. So, government 
has to have a very strong agenda to remove 
constraints to doing business. Ease of doing 
business is very crucial. Look at all those laws 
like: multiple taxation which constrained 
and make doing business very challenging 
in Nigeria.  

There are many critical nuggets that go 
together in creating economic programme. 
Happily, one, on petroleum, that is out. We 
are not clear whether it is price modulation; 
but let us say the market has been opened 
up. We need to see the market opened in 
other direction so that we can say there is free 
competitive spirit. We must not lose sight of 
social regulation; meaning the government 
must assign money to vulnerable Nigerians 
by way of giving benefits. For me, what seems 
to be emerging after the initial confusion is a 
government of flexible response. There has to 
be other components. The CBN should not just 
stop at forex which make import to flow, but 
what about export? Nigeria does practically 
nothing. So, the conceptual wisdom not to 
devalue the naira is understandable. But now 
that you made it easy for people to bring in 
foreign exchange, it is very important to also 
support the manufacturing sector. A critical 
nugget in revamping the economy is import 

substitution which means that you want to 
stop import and encourage local production 
first for consumption and second for export. 
Let people import, but at great cost so that the 
local can grow. I need to see the CBN, hold 
another meeting and say to the banks ‘single 
digit lending rate’.

Round tripping has always been a major 
challenge in Nigeria’s forex market. What 
are your suggestions on how to curb this in 
this new regime?

With this development, round tripping 
will go. Arbitrage will always exist but we 
are not going to have the kind of political 
connection where you have to buy @ 179 and 
round tripped @ almost 400. And I hope very 
soon part of the adjustment is to abolish the 
so call ‘critical widow’. I hope in no time the 
CBN will say ‘bye bye to forex dealing’. Let the 
market determine it. The next big step will 
be lowering the lending rate; because if you 
don’t lower the lending rate, manufacturers 
will suffer. The next important component is 
for local production to start. This now leads 
me to whether the CBN is not overstressed. 
England broke up its central bank into three 
parts: first, the Bank of England focusing 
on monetary policy; second, the Prudential 
Regulatory Authority, focusing on banking 
supervision. Banking supervision is a director-
ate of the CBN but they don’t have the scope. 
It is a huge force to make sure that banks do 
not misbehave, do not round trip and do not 
misapply. CBN has no capacity to do that. 
The third thing that the English did was to 
set up misconduct and unethical practices of 
financial institutions. So, in England, they set 
up the FCA (Financial Conduct Authority). 

I benefited from the system for being paid 
over-charged because the bank was charging 
me insurance claim on their product. It was 
FCA that detected that we were overcharged. 
If you know the numbers of Nigerians who 
have been overcharged is a huge disgrace. So, 
we need an FCA in Nigeria so that the CBN 
can focus only on monetary policy.

Nigerian economy is largely dependent 
on oil. What is your advice to government 
concerning Niger Delta militants?

No country thrives when there is war. For 
me, Nigeria is in low grade war; Boko Haram, 
the Biafra agitation, the Niger Delta and who 
knows what next. It will be in our own inter-
est for the President to see the problem in our 
economic front just as those in the political 
front. The likes of Nnamdi Kanu should have 
been released based on court order. The FG 
has no business still holding him. The only 
way to resolve all these is to devolve powers 
from the centre to the states to balance out 
the federation. Make the states more vibrant 
so that they are able to get things more going. 
Some of these agitations are actually localised. 
So, by devolving powers to the states we will 
stay localised, rather just be international 
and be having mini wars. At the moment, the 
FG is in health, education, and everything. 
The Apapa road is like this because the FG is 
in-charge. But why don’t you say ‘states, this 
is your area, please fix it’. Adjust the sharing 
formula and let the state get more money and 
the FG get less because it should be doing less. 
States governments are closer to the people so 
they should be the ones doing more. In that 
way, this corruption issues will be managed 
because we see them on a closer level; but 
Abuja is too far. 

Olisa Agbakoba
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O
ne of the most dif-
ficult things to think 
about in life is one’s 
regrets.

I made a mistake I 
regret and I’ll continue to regret 
that mistake until the earth stops 
turning.

My name is Anna Samuel. I’m 
the second child in a family of 
five children. Born on the 5th of 
May 1987, I grew up in a Christian 
home where my siblings and I 
were taught never to compro-
mise on our values.

I attended the best primary 
school and secondary in town 
because my Dad knew the impor-
tance of giving children the best 
education. He always said that 
was all he owed us and I never 
made him feel he was putting 
his money inside a pocket with a 
hole because my results in school 
were always exceptionally good.

After my primary school, my 
Dad felt boarding school would 
do me a whole lot of good but 
my days as a boarding school 
student did not last long. My Dad 
withdrew me from school the 
moment he learnt that men had 
the habit of sneaking into female 
hostels to spend some time with 
their girlfriends. My Dad feared 
that the men would get bored of 
their female friends one day and 
decide to feast on his precious 
daughter.

We had this curfew hours 
that was okay at some point but 
became quite annoying when I 
became a full blown adult. Once 
it was 6pm and you were outside, 
my Dad would lock the gate. He 
locked my elder bother out once 
and later let him in only to whip 
the hell out of him.

I applied to study Electrical 
and Electronics Engineering at 
the University of Benin and was 
offered admission. The night be-
fore I left for the university, my 
parents summoned me to their 
room. It was kind of a ritual my 
parents engaged in before releas-
ing their children to the world.

Immediately I sat down, my 
Mum began, “We have done 
the best we can for you all these 
years and we would never stop 
doing that but you must not dis-
appoint us. You must realize that 
you have younger ones who are 
looking up to you. One wrong 
step from you and you might end 
up ruining their lives as well. So, 
you see why you must be very 
careful? Your life is the only bible 
they are reading right now.”

My Dad just sat staring into 
space. I tried to imagine what he 
was thinking about but that was 
pretty difficult because his face 
was expressionless. Could he be 
thinking of someone to assign the 
job of monitoring his daughter to 
see that she does not derail? 

My Mum went on saying that 
I have to comport myself very 
well in school and never on any 
account should I forget where 
I was coming from or decide to 
throw away all I’ve learnt from 
them over the years. She paused 

and looked at me as if she was ex-
pecting to get a response from me.

When my Dad was sure his 
wife was done talking, he cleared 
his throat and said: “Most girls 
from good homes get into the 
university and turn into wild 
animals. It’s heartbreaking; I 
don’t want you to be like one 
of them. We will do our best to 
provide everything you need but 
you must promise us that you’ll 
remain chaste.”

It was his time to stare at me 
and his gaze lingered longer than 
necessary and then he said in a 
loud voice, “Stay away from men! 
You don’t need them for now 
until you’re done with school. If 
you must keep female friends, as 
usual, your mum and I must be in 
the know.”

He continued dishing out more 
pieces of advice and my mum in-
terjected from time to time. I kept 
giving them a nod until I felt my 
head was going to fall off. I also 
told them that I had no plans of 
walking away from all they have 
taught me as they remain my 
guiding principles in life.

As I sat there listening to my 
parents, all I wanted to do was 

sleep and look fresh for tomorrow, 
not get to school with dark circles 
round my eyes. I was tired of be-
ing caged like a dog, and I needed 
a breath of fresh air. Not that I 
wanted to go wild as my father 
said, I just wanted some space. 
When they were done with the 
‘advisory section’, my mum prayed 
for me and I retired to bed.

Life in the university was fun 
as I expected and I loved the free-
dom but I never for once abused 
it. I adopted the triangular move-
ment as my Dad advised-- From 
the hostel to the lecture hall, 
from the lecture hall to church 
for fellowship and back to the 
hostel. I cooked my meals by 
myself so there was no need to 
dine out.

I met the good, bad and ug-
liest people but as always, I 
choose the good over the rest. I 
channeled all my energy on my 
academics and my grades always 
showed how hard I studied be-
cause I kept topping my class.

I applied for six months in-
ternship in an oil and gas firm 
in Delta State and was called to 
resume training. It was during 
my industrial training that I 

met Jolomi and before long, we 
became almost inseparable. His 
brilliance and infectious smile 
were his unique selling point and 
I was sold.

Six months later, I went back 
to the classroom but Jolomi and 
I kept in touch. He would visit 
during the weekends and the 
more time we spent together, the 
more the bond became stronger.

Done with school and ready 
to travel back to Lagos, Jolomi re-
quested we see. He picked me up 
from the park and drove straight 
to a nice restaurant where to my 
amazement, he proposed to me.

He suggested I come see his sis-
ter who was living with him and 
also see my future home. When 
we got to his apartment, his sis-
ter was not back and before she 
could get home, the unexpected 
happened and that alone ruined 
the entire day for me.

It took me two months to 
realise the exact mess I’d got-
ten myself into. When a test 
confirmed my fears, I quickly 
notified Jolomi. I lied to my Dad 
about school clearance and trav-
elled straight to Delta State.

Jolomi and I decided that 

the best way to hide the shame 
from the world was to opt for 
abortion. We went to a remote 
hospital where the evil deed was 
carried out and I travelled back 
to Lagos some days later.

I was posted to Anambra 
State for my Youth service. 
Jolomi and I agreed that once 
I was done with service, we 
would head straight to the altar. 
We kept communicating but at 
some point, Jolomi stopped call-
ing. Sometimes when I called its 
either he does not pick my calls 
or picks and said he would call 
back later.

Worried about this new de-
velopment, I decided to pay him 
a surprise visit. On getting to 
his apartment, I met another 
lady there and she was even 
pregnant! I later learnt that she 
took in for Jolomi and instead 
of taking it off as they agreed, 
she informed her parents who 
bundled her to Jolomi’s house. 
Heartbroken, I travelled back 
Awka. I completed my NYSC 
some months later and got a 
job in an oil and gas company 
in Lagos.

I was waiting for my mum 
after church service one Sun-
day afternoon when Kunle 
approached me. I’ve always 
known Kunle from a distance 
but we’ve not had the time to say 
anything to each other besides, 
“hello or hi”

He told me he heard I was 
an iron lady having graduated 
with a First Class and we just 
laughed over it. Gradually, Kunle 
and I became a pair and when 
he proposed, I couldn’t say ‘no’. 
Apart from the fact that one was 
aging, Kunle is a good man and 
no right thinking woman would 
say ‘no’ to him.

Kunle and I got married last 
year. Just listening to what 
my parents and so many other 
people said about me during 
the wedding reception brought 
tears to my eyes, not tears of joy 
though because they had no idea 
what I’ve done in the past.

Few months after marriage 
and with no pregnancy or even a 
miscarriage, I consulted a doctor 
who told me in plain words that 
I would never have a child be-
cause my womb has been dam-
aged as a result of that abortion.

I could not understand why 
life decided to treat me in this 
harsh manner. I’ve heard of 
ladies who aborted so many 
pregnancies but they still ended 
up being the mother of “many 
nations”.

Life indeed is very funny. I 
feel sad seeing children between 
the ages of 10-15years carrying 
pregnancies that they don’t even 
want; pregnancies I would give an 
arm and a leg to carry right now.

I cannot even bring myself to 
tell Kunle that we would never 
have children. I’m just buying 
time; I know it’s just a matter of 
time before my in-laws start act-
ing and my parents begin worry-
ing. If only I could turn back the 
hands of time, I would have acted 
differently. That singular mistake 
has ruined my life! 

CHINWE AGBEZE

The mistake that 
ruined my life

ThisLife



Christianity made our development 
possible – Archbishop Ademowo

T
he Archbishop of 
Lagos, the Most Rev.  
Adebola Ademowo, 
Diocesan Bishop 
of Lagos and Dean 

Emeritus, Church of Nigeria 
(Anglican Communion), has 
said that there is a holy rela-
tionship amongst spirituality, 
health, and education which ul-
timately results in development 
in society.

Ademowo made the obser-
vation when he played host to 
Ingo Herbert, the German Con-
sular General, in Lagos at the 
Archbishop Palace, Marina.

Tracing Nigeria’s develop-
ment and indeed other coun-
tries of the world, what people 
have been able to achieve, the 
cleric said: “I have been saying 
it on roof top that Christianity 
made all of us, and were it not 
for education, I do not know 
what I would have become. For 
instance, the missionaries estab-
lished an acronym called (S.H.E) 
Spirituality, Health, and Educa-
tion, which today is the basis of 
development in every sphere of 
endeavours in the country.”

SALAU SEYI JOHN

The Worshippers

He recalled that the mis-
sionaries, through the Church 
Missionary Society (CMS) es-
tablished churches to meet the 
spiritual needs of the people, 
hospitals for healthy living and 
schools to develop the educa-
tional need and advancement 
of the Faithful in the country. 

“It was these moves by the 
missionaries that led to the es-
tablishment of the first Angli-
can Church in Nigeria – the Ca-
thedral Church on the Island,” 
the Bishop said.

The Cathedral, according to 
the Bishop, is today a centre of 
attraction to tourists as it was 
upgraded to the status of a tour-
ist centre by the Federal Gov-
ernment of Nigeria. 

Ademowo said that the dio-
cese of Lagos is the oldest dio-
cese in Nigeria, established in 
1919 even though Christianity 
first came into Nigeria in 1842 
through Badagry and later 
spread to different parts of the 
country. 

“The missionaries have been 
to some parts of Benin, Lagos, 
Warri before 1842 but without 
results at this places. In 1952, the 
diocese of Ibadan was created 
from the Lagos diocese, then 
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Ondo and Benin diocese,” he re-
called.

On the innovations intro-
duced in the way services are 
conducted in the church, the 
Bishop said they have been 
able to bring in praise and wor-
ship without losing its Anglican 
identity and touch. He also said 
Pentecostalism and Anglican-
ism are intertwined and in-
separable thus the need for the 
church leadership to introduce 
these flexibility in mode of wor-
ship. 

Also speaking on the history 
of the church, Akinpelu John-
son, provost of the Cathedral, 
stated that the church, which 
started at a location of about 3 
minutes’ walk from the current 
location called St. Andrews, has 
continued to grow numerically 
and spiritually. 

In his response, Herbert, the 
Consular-General said the Ca-
thedral is a symbol of Lagos as 
it is visible from most parts of 
the Island, and is also one of the 
edifices that depict Lagos to for-
eigners.

“When you see the picture 
of Lagos, you the Marina and 
when you see the Marina you 
see the Cathedral,” he said.

 L-R: Akinpelu Johnson, provost, Cathedral Church of Christ Marina; Ingo Herbert, consular-
general of Germany in Lagos; Adebola Ademowo, Archbishop of Lagos, diocesan bishop 
of Lagos and dean emeritus, Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion)     

The Celebrant His Eminence, Anthony Cardinal Olubunmi Okogie (m) with Dame Felicia Okoli, Rev. Fr. Alexander 
Oboh, Dame Marie Fatayi-Williams and others. 

His Eminence, Anthony Cardinal Olubunmi 
Okogie, recently, celebrated his 80th birthday 
and Priestly Ordination Golden Jubilee 
Thanksgiving Mass at the Holy Cross Cathedral 
Lagos. The reception was held at St Gregory‘s 
College. The occasion was graced by eminent 
personalities across the country. Below are 
some of the faces at the event.

L-R: Group Chairman STB-Mccann West Africa, Sir Steve Omojafor; Sir Imo Itsueli, and Chris Ogbechie at the 
80th birthday and Priestly Ordination Golden Jubilee Thanksgiving Mass of  His Eminence Anthony cardinal 
Olubunmi Okogie at Holy Cross Cathedral Church, Lagos. 

Celebrating the Christian father

T
o d ay,  i n  m o s t 
countries of the 
world, the church, 
particularly the 

Church of England, also 
called Anglican Church, 
are marking the Fathers’ 
Day which is celebrated 
to honour fathers and also 
celebrate fatherhood. In 
most countries too, includ-
ing Nigeria, this Day is 
marked on the third Sun-
day in June, but in some 
other jurisdictions, it is also 

CHUKA UROKO celebrated on other days.
Fathers’ Day has a sol-

emn history initiated by 
a young orphan, Grace 
Golden Clayton who, it is 
argued among historians,  
may have been inspired 
by Anna Jarvis’ work to 
establish Mothers’ Day. 
Jarvis had, two months 
earlier, held a celebration 
for her dead mother in 
Grafton, West Virginia, 
USA.

After Jarvis’ success-
ful promotion of Moth-
er’s Day in Grafton, the 
first observance of a 

‘Fathers’ Day’ was held 
on July 5, 1908, in Fair-
mont, West Virginia, 
in the Williams Memo-
rial Methodist Episco-
pal Church South, now 
known as Central Unit-
ed Methodist Church.

Grace Golden Clay-
ton was mourning the 
loss of her father when, 
on December 1907, the 
Monongah Mining Disas-
ter in nearby Monongah 
killed 361 men, 250 of them 
fathers, leaving about a 
thousand fatherless chil-
dren.



Glo winners: N5m winner, Hameed Olatunde (3rd right), N100,000 winners (l-r) Jide Adeyemi, Disu Ibrahim, Adejuyigbe Gbenga, Daniel John and Olatunji Yunus, 
at the formal presentation of prizes to the first set of winners in the Glo Hamma Millions Promo in Lagos. 

SundayBusiness
Jubilation as Glo Hamma Millions promo 
winners cart home N5m, other prizes

I
t was jubilation galore 
at the headquarters of 
Globacom in Lagos as 
the grand masters of data 
presented mouth-water-

ing cash prizes to the first set 
of winners in the Glo Hamma 
Millions promo. Among those 
who received their prizes 
was the winner of the N5mil-
lion jackpot prize, Hameed 
Olatunji, an Oyo town-based 
transporter.

Olatunji led the pack when 
he received his cheque amidst 
standing ovation. He was fol-
lowed by others who won 
N100, 000 each in the promo 
and were presented with their 
prizes at the Lagos centre. 
Also N100, 000 prize win-
ners received their cheques 
in Abuja, Enugu, Benin and 
Port Harcourt respectively the 
same day.

Speaking after collecting 
his cheque, a very emotional 
Olatunji thanked Globacom 
for making him a multi-mil-
lionaire and promised to make 
good use of the money.

“I’ll invest part of this mon-
ey in my poultry business and 
also use part of it to purchase 
a truck”. Olatunji said

The event was attended 
by dignitaries including the 
Speaker, Ogun State House of 
Assembly, Suraju Adekunbi; 
Deputy Speaker, Lagos State 
House of Assembly, Wasiu 
Eshinlokun Sanni; Acting 
Managing Director of Bank of 
Industry, Waheed Olugunju, 
Lagos State Coordinator of the 
National Lottery Regulatory 
Commission, Fidelis Ajibogun 
and the Zonal Coordinator, La-
gos Office, Nigerian Commu-

nications Commission (NCC), 
Ikechukwu Aninweke.

Gladys Talabi, Globacom’s 
executive director, Legal Ser-
vices, said the Glo Hamma 
Millions promo was a reward 
scheme to honour the com-
pany’s subscribers for keeping 
faith with the network. “The 
reward scheme was launched 
by Globacom despite the cur-
rent economic challenges to 
appreciate our customers who 
are the focal point of our op-

erations by making over one 
thousand of them richer and 
turning others into multimil-
lionaires,” she explained.

A total of 201 winners re-
ceived prizes in the five loca-
tions across the country.

The Globacom Director 
advised existing and new sub-
scribersto make utmost use 
of the opportunity to become 
millionaires in the promo by 
sending ‘GLO’ to 555, adding 
that more winners would 

emerge in the days ahead. 
Also speaking at the event, 
the Acting Managing Direc-
tor of Bank of Industry,  Wa-
heed Olagunju commended 
Globacom Chairman,  Mike 
Adenuga Jr, for establishing 
Globacom which he described 
as a world class telecoms com-
pany that could compete with 
any telecoms company in the 
world.  Similarly, the Speaker 
of Ogun State House of As-
sembly, Hon Adekunmbi, said, 

“Globacom has done a lot for 
Nigerians. It liberated Nigeri-
ans with the per second billing 
it introduced at inception.”

The 100-day promo will 
produce 10 winners of N100, 
000 every day, while one 
N5million jackpot winner 
will be announced once ev-
ery 20 days. Altogether, a 
total of 1000 lucky winners 
of N100,000 and 5 winners 
of N5million will emerge in 
the promo.

T
he Commissioner 
for industry, Sci-
ence and Tech-
nology,  Henry 

Ikoh, has assured the man-
agement of Inner Galaxy 
Ltd, Umuahala Obuzor Asa, 
Ukwa West Local Govern-
ment Area of the state, 
of government’s support 
and readiness to provide 
friendly and secured en-
vironment for industries 
operating in the state.

Ikoh, who gave the assur-
ance during a familiarisa-
tion tour of Inner Galaxy 
Ltd, expressed satisfaction 
with the level of work at 
the site and urged the com-
pany to give employment 
to qualified youths in the 
area, provide the commu-
nity with social amenities, 
while assuring them that 
government would ensure 

that youths would desist 
from imposing levies on the 
company’s trucks.

The commissioner also 
conducted Inner Galaxy 
management team to gov-
ernment-owned Metallurgi-
cal complex Aba for possible 
partnership.

Speaking earlier, Andy Lu, 
group managing director of 
the company, while conduct-
ing the commissioner round 
the factory, said the company, 
which is into manufacturing 
of iron and rod, started last 
year, and enumerated their 
challenges to include impo-
sition of levies on them by 
the youth of the community, 
adding that the company 
urgently needs land for ex-
pansion.

The traditional ruler of 
the community, Eze Maxwell 
Akanwa and his cabinet, who 

Industry commissioner assures firm of government 
support, friendly environment in Abia

Henry Ikoh, Abia State commissioner for Industry, Science and Technology (2nd left) with Andy Lu GMD Inner Galaxy 
Group (2nd right), and others during the familiarization tour of Inner Galaxy  Ltd, recently

received the commissioner, 
commended the laudable 
achievements of Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu, thanking 

Ikoh for finding time to visit 
a project located in their com-
munity.

The commissioner was ac-

companied by Stanley Eche, 
commissioner for petroleum 
resources and O.C. Nwankpa, 
director of industry.  
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I
t has become normal 
for most companies to 
employ social media 
in reaching out to their 
customers. The need to 

stay in touch with the market 
has led to some large corpora-
tions mapping out strategies 
and integrating social as a 
corporate marketing strategy. 
Only a few have considered the 
pivotal impact and taken steps 
in implementing social media 
into internal communication.

In a world, daily transform-
ing into a global village where 
most boundaries are fast disap-
pearing at the onslaught of tech 
innovations, social media is 
becoming the preferred way of 
increasing knowledge sharing, 
encouraging teamwork and 
collaboration and adding value 
to the employee experience.

The few companies who 
truly understand social me-
dia are using it to enhance 
conversation, collaboration 
and connection among their 
employees.

Benefits of being a social 
enterprise include the ability 
to engage in real-time, original 
interaction with employees. 
It means the elimination of a 
one-sided conversation which 
usually is the case for most 
organisations. 

An active social media pres-
ence gives your employees a 
voice outside of their cubicles, 
teams, and departments. It 
creates the platform for them 
to express their thoughts about 
events and happenings in the 
company and share exciting 
moments of their work that 
could inspire and galvanize 
other colleagues.

On social media, your em-
ployees are more willing to par-
ticipate, allowing communica-
tion to flow from the top down, 
bottom up, and even from side 
to side. These can serve as a 
catalyst for productivity in the 
company says an expert. A 
two-way communication can 
also translate to the sharing of 
ideas and ultimately, form a 
feedback channel to voice their 
opinions.

It also portends that conver-
sations are carried on beyond 
the meeting venue. Hence, 
discussions are not limited by 
the amount of time you spent 
while in a board meeting.

It also means that people 
have access to networks from 
their devices and since they 
should be online during work 
hours, it is easy to get hold of 
them at any time.

Corporate internal communication 
gets better with social media

To begin your company can 
leverage on platforms such as 
Facebook, Twitter, Youtube, 
LinkedIn, and so on. Blogs are 
also effective in building effec-
tive communication within the 
organisation. 

Nokia’s famous BlogHub has 
become a reference for major 
organizations. According to 
experts, BlogHub, is Nokia’s 
most powerful and effective 
social media tool that is used 
internally. A member of the 
company’s social media team 
explains “the BlogHub lowers 
barriers for employees to find 
conversations relevant to them.

“Rather than the company 
dictating a corporate culture 
and controlling how the line 
of internal communications 
should flow, the BlogHub al-
lows employees to better un-
derstand messaging by com-
municating with people whose 
opinions matter. Everyone has 
a voice.”

From a management’s point 
of view, social media can be 
very risky. An expert notes 
that the hyper public aspects 
of an external social network 
like Twitter may come with 
some resistance. Nevertheless, 
Twitter is arguably the platform 
companies can utilize for the 
concept of employee market-
ing a rising opportunity for 
most organisations.

Employee marketing is a 
two-way practice with busi-
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nesses having to market their 
own ideas to staff who will in 
turn communicate their enthu-
siasm to potential customers.

Util izing employees as 
brand advocates, presents the 
opportunity for companies to 
reach a larger community that 
previously would not have 
been possible through a single 
Twitter account.

To ensure that the platforms 
you create are used correctly, 
you will need to establish social 
media guidelines. It is also im-
portant to note that social col-
laboration is not for everybody 
hence there is no need to force 
people into it. 

The best way to get your 
employee community involved 
is to have them learn through 
participation. This will involved 
not making rules that are too 
stringent and end up discour-
aging their participation.

In creating your platform, 
you may need to consider 
the cost. First, to encourage 
everyone in the company to 
participate may require them 
logging into the central inter-
net system. Consider having a 
separate internet plan in order 
not to reduce the amount of 
data needed for actual pro-
ductivity. But if you do this, set 
guidelines, for example what 
time do they log in and what 
time do they log out? Social 
networks that will require some 
cost include Periscope - a life 

streaming network. 
Periscope lets you stream 

a live video either to a public 
audience or to a more-private 
crowd that you select. It is help-
ing organizations in organizing 
virtual online meetings and 
trainings.

Periscope users have the 
option to tweet out a link to 
their Live Stream. They can also 
choose whether or not to make 
their video public or viewable 
to only certain users. Scopes 
can be limited by a broadcaster 
which disallows comments – 
but no need to activate since 
you want your employees ex-
pressing themselves.

Wherever your employees 
may be at any given time, they 
are able to participate live in 
any office event. But it con-
sumes a significant amount of 
data.Yammer, a subsidiary of 
Microsoft, is another platform 
that is equally efficient and 
used for private communi-
cation within organizations. 
Access to the network is deter-
mined by a user’s internet do-
main so that only individuals 
with approved email addresses 
may join their respective net-
works.

Generally, businesses think-
ing of taking up social media 
internally needs to balance 
work and fun, and make it easy 
for users to log in and navigate 
it. If it’s difficult, they will not 
use it.

Out of options amid 
economic slump, 
Nigeria abandons naira peg

Nigeria has finally bowed to 
the inevitable.

Battered by the oil 
plunge, starved of foreign 

currency and with the economy 
headed into recession, Africa’s sec-
ond-biggest crude producer said 
Wednesday it will allow the naira to 
float, setting the stage for the currency 
to weaken. Free trade in the naira, set 
for Monday, will mark the end of more 
than a year of resistance by President 
Muhammadu Buhari, who reiter-
ated his opposition to devaluation as 
recently as two weeks ago.

Markets reacted with glee. Stocks 
surged, with bank shares leading 
gains, while yields on Nigeria’s dollar 
bonds fell the most in two years. The 
decision surpassed many analysts’ 
expectations of a managed float or 
two-tier foreign-exchange system, 
and may draw back foreign investors 
who sold Nigerian assets, concerned 
that devaluation would erode their 
returns.

A free float was “one option we 
didn’t see coming,” said Nema Ram-
khelawan-Bhana, an analyst at Rand 
Merchant Bank in Johannesburg. “It’s 
definitely a step in the right direction. 

Oil pares biggest 
weekly drop since April 
as dollar extends fall

Oil pared the biggest week-
ly decline in more than 
two months as stocks 
climbed and a weaker 

dollar bolstered the appeal of com-
modities, countering concerns that 
global oversupply will take more 
time to clear.

Futures rose as much as 2 percent 
in New York, trimming this week’s 
decline to 4.3 percent. The Bloom-
berg Dollar Spot Index dropped 
for a third day, and global stocks 
rebounded from a four-week low 
amid speculation the U.K. is less 
likely to vote to exit the European 
Union. Still, low crude prices may 
persist for 10 to 15 years, Russian 
Oil Minister Alexander Novak said 
in a Bloomberg television interview.

Oil’s advance from the lowest 
level in more than 12 years in Febru-
ary has stalled on speculation higher 
prices will encourage more U.S. out-
put just as global disruptions ease. 
ConocoPhillips has restarted almost 
three-quarters of oil-sands wells at 
its Surmont facility in Canada after 
wildfires forced producers to halt 
output.

“There is some rebalancing, and 
I believe the oil price will be in the 
region of $50, maybe $55 for the rest 
of the year,” Paolo Scaroni, deputy 
chairman at NM Rothschild & Sons 
and former chief executive officer of 
Eni SpA, said in a Bloomberg televi-
sion interview. “I personally believe 
there is a cap. If prices go beyond 
$60, shale oil producers will start all 
over again.”

FRANK ELEANYA



Luxury maisonettes breathing 
comfort at Centre Heights

D
escribed 
as one-
of-a-kind 
residential 
develop-

ment, Centre Heights 
Residences is a brand 
new building compris-
ing luxury maisonettes 
that breathe out com-
fort and convenience 
in a serene environ-
ment.

Frequently, the high 
end property market 
in Nigeria experiences 
exciting moments with 
the arrival of upscale 
products that not 
only wet appetite for 
homeownership, but 
also induces hunger 
for investment. Centre 
Heights is one of such 
products and one of the 
latest arrivals.

It is a gated collec-
tion of 27 aspirational 
deluxe homes nestled 
in Victoria Island- an 
upscale neighbourhood 
and the commercial 
hub of Lagos- which is 
also home to multina-
tional companies and 

CHUKA UROKO marketing and advi-
sory firm with special 
focus on luxury and 
upscale developments, 
is handling the leasing 
of the residences and is 
requesting and review-
ing expressions of 
interest from qualified 
prospective buyers.

According to the 
company, the design of 

the development with 
its double-glazed wide 
windows and expan-
sive terraces ensure 
adequate lighting, ven-
tilation and easy access 
in the homes, disclos-
ing that Centre Heights 
has experienced 
increased interests and 
demand by top multi-
nationals and corporate 
institutions even be-
fore its official release 
which confirms that 
there is a high demand 
for real premium, well 
designed properties.

“Centre Heights de-
livers value and luxury 
simultaneously. It 
offers residents all the 
amenities that are asso-
ciated internationally 
with luxury residential 
apartments. Some of 
these enhanced leisure 
amenities include a 
large swimming pool, 
fitness centre, lawn 
tennis court, squash 
court, sauna and club 
house. Uninterrupted 
electricity supply and 
24-hour security are 
integral part of the 
offering,” the company 
said.

Anap Holdings 
may have considered 
Southeby’s Interna-
tional Realty Luxury 
Lifestyle Report who 
in their most recent 
survey says luxury 
behaviours of buyers 
are increasing and so, 
the generous provision 
of luxury amenities in 
the building. 

According to the 
survey, though loca-
tion and status of a 
luxury building are of 
essence, the building 
must be equipped with 
the best for buyers to 
cut the cheque. Impor-
tant amenities that are 
wanted by buyers  are 
a space to showcase 
and share their art col-
lection, a location on 
the water to doc their 
boats, a multi-purpose 
garage to showcase 
their collection and 
toy, but in number one 
is a home with ‘smart 
amenities’ and about 
65 percent of buyers 
are looking for such a 
thing.
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top financial institu-
tions.

A development 
promoted by ANAP 
Holdings Limited, 
Centre Heights comes 
with multiple unit con-
figurations including 
extra-large three and 
four-bedroom execu-
tive-styled apartments 
and maisonettes plus 

four and five-bedroom 
penthouses with spec-
tacular views of the 
metropolis.   

Built by Cappa and 
D’alberto Plc, a repu-
table contractor,  and 
situated within close 
proximity to leading 
financial hubs, 5-star 
hotels, restaurants, 
schools and diplomatic 

consulates, all the units 
in this edifice  have 
spacious, fully-fitted 
luxury designer kitch-
ens, en-suite bedrooms, 
laundry, and unique 
service quarters with 
the finest in décor and 
finishing.

Fine and Country 
International (W.A), 
a global real estate 

FineLiving
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Generators of ideas

W
ho are the cus-
todians of ideas, 
in whose do-
main are con-

cepts and innovations? Look-
ing at the world in general, the 
sophistication of systems that 
are running the world, the 
beautiful things of varied style 
and excellence. They all seem 
to be out of this world. Exotic 
cars, magnificent buildings 
that dot the planet earth, great 
and awesome inventions.

Many a time we are 
tempted to believe the designs 
that make these possible are 
from another planet. And if 
for whatever reason we are 
tempted to believe whether 
this could come from human, 
we are almost sure they are 
from another race – they are 
supper human.

These and many other 
questions go through our 
minds, and it has not allowed 
us recognise or identify what 
makes the world tick.

Here you are, you are born 
into a world that looks like 
Nigeria. You were born by 
parents that were either poor 
or barely surviving.

You never enjoyed what 
they call good life or opulence 
of any kind. They struggled 
to pay your school fees, your 
mother was a petty trader, and 
you needed to work all your 
life to earn a living even while 
growing up.

 With all of these incidents 

in your kitty, it is natural for 
you to have a warped under-
standing of the source of Ideas, 
or what makes for innovation. 
Life has dealt us so much blow, 
we have become so conc-
fussed, that it can never occur 
to us the place or origin of ideas 
and innovation.

Until we get to a point 
where we are at home with 
understanding about who a 
believer is, where a believer 
is, what a believer has, the 
scenario painted above would 
always be our interpretation 
and that means we automati-
cally miss it.

 Many a time what we 
experience in life are orches-
trated by enemy of life (our 
adversary – the Devil) and the 
alternate outcome is to leave 
as confused.

As a believer, irrespective 
of your background, circum-
stances, issues of life, you re-
main the primary reservoir 
of ideas, concepts and innova-
tion.

Scriptures says that our 
body is the “temple of the Holy 
Ghost…” (1Cor. 6:19), who is the 
Holy Ghost, what is His mis-
sion? John 14:26 says “he shall 
teach you all things and give 
you a glimpse of the future” 
(paraphrased).

The presence of the Holy 
Spirit inside of you has made 
your past irrelevant. The new 
birth (being born again) has 
brought relevance and mean-

Fastest growing small business 
opportunities in Nigeria at the 
moment (Part 2)

ing into your life – you have 
become the generator of ideas, 
concepts, etc. like no other. 
What were once mesmeris-
ing to you, what you thought 
were far from you, or does 
not belong to you has always 
been in you all along but you 
never knew.

To seal it and make you 
gasp for breath, 1 Cor. 2:9 say 
“what you have always seen, 
appreciated but attributed to 
others, those things that were 
too much for you to compre-
hend, that were larger than 
life that you can perceive and 
touch, have paled in compari-
son to what He has begun to do 
in you and through you now 
that you know (paraphrased)”.

 It is there and you never 
knew does not make it work. 
That you knew and you acted 
on it opens the windows of 
ideas, concepts, etc to you.

From this moment onward 
as a believer in Jesus, every 
idea that comes from you 
(scrutinised through the eye 
of the word of God) is as good 
as the best of ideas that you 
have ever seen or heard of 
and better.

Your years of wasted ideas 
and concepts are over in Jesus 
name. So you go ahead and 
give Holy Ghost work to do 
and make our heavenly Father 
proud. Never disregard those 
thoughts, those promptings, 
and those ideas anymore.

They are heaven-sent.

With Debo Atiba
Website; www.spiritonomics.org

With 
Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.lawrence@hotmail.

co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.

SON raids markets in Owerri 
for substandard goods

T
he Standard Organisa-
tion of Nigeria, SON 
has embarked on pick-
eting some markets in 

Imo State to get rid of substan-
dard products, this is due to 
constant collapse of buildings 
in the country caused by the 
use of substandard building 
materials

In Owerri, the state capital, 
officials of SON, raided shops 
of the dealers in iron rod at 
the Owerri building materials 
market, some were being sus-
pected of selling substandard 
iron rods.

During the operation 
which lasted several hours, it 
was discovered that the mar-
ket was flooded with substan-
dard iron rods, which made 
the officials of SON to impound 
some samples of the iron rods 
for tests.

The Regional Coordinator, 
South East of Standard Or-
ganisation of Nigeria, Charles 

Emeka Nwagbara said that 
the raid was a Federal Govern-
ment directive to rid the mar-
ket of substandard iron rods.

According to him, the ex-
ercise which was taking place 
simultaneously all over the 36 
states and Abuja was to create 
awareness and to sensitise 
the people so that they would 
be careful in buying iron rods.

 The Coordinator also 
stated that the raid was an 
enforcement to reduce sub-
standard rods in the markets.

He went ahead to blame 
the traders for the presence 
of substandard products in 
the market as they were not 
forced to buy the products.

The Imo State Director 
of SON, pointed out that the 
samples taken would be sub-
jected to chemical tests and 
if found to be substandard, 
that SON would then go for 
the manufacturers and the 
importers.

The President of the Ow-
erri building materials trad-
ers’ association, Chidi Ezeji, 
lauded the officials of SON for 
embarking on the exercise. 
He informed that the market 
was government friendly, but 
regretted that the traders have 
always been the losers of such 
government operations.

 Ezeji further said the iron 
rod traders buy whatever was 
available at any time. He also 
disclosed that the manufac-
turers of iron rods dictate the 
quality of products they sell 
to the traders and called on 
the Federal Government to 
insure that there is uniform 
standard of products by the 
manufacturers so that traders 
would not have any need to 
buy substandard goods. 

Continuing our 
discourse on 
business op-
p o r t u n i t i e s 
that abound 

in Nigeria at the small and 
medium scale enterprises 
category which we started 
last week; We would like 
to state that kick-starting 
business grant programmes 
like YouWin started by the 
last administration at the 
centre, though laudable, 
has its limitation which 
iѕ that YouWin and such 
programmes can’t finance 
everybody’s business; you 
muѕt learn to raise money 
on уyour own without going 
to the bank. So in response 
to this, I am available on 
request to share alternative 
wayѕ to finance a business 

without going to the bank. 
To the fastest growing small 
business opportunities in 
Nigeria - Some of the fast-
est growing small business 
opportunities in Nigeria at 
the moment are:

 Agricultural Sector: Cat-
fish and poultry farming: 
The firѕt of the fastest grow-
ing business opportunities 
in Nigeria is catfish farming. 
The primary reason I listed 
catfish farming aѕ onе оf the 
fastest business opportuni-

ties in Nigeria is because it 
is an emerging industry that 
has not reached itѕ peak or 
full potential. The major 
players in this business are 
usually regional players. 
What this means in essence 
is that each major player in 
the catfish farming industry 
is focused only on a particu-
lar business terrain within 
the geographical location of 
the farm. So, all you need to 
do is look for a region with a 
growing demand that hasn’t 
been covered by a major 
player and situate your busi-
ness there. Aѕ for poultry 
farming, the ban imposed 
by the Federal Government 
on importation of live or 
frozen poultry birds has 
only helped explode the 
demand. Snail farming is 

also another under-exploited 
money spinner.

 When accessing any of 
these business opportuni-
ties listed above, you muѕt 
note three important facts. 
One, food iѕ one of the 
basic necessities оf man, 
thus making catfish, snail 
and poultry farming a huge 
potential. Two iѕ that the 
population in Nigeria iѕ es-
timated to be over 170 mil-
lion and growing, which 
entails a growing demand 

for food. Three is that even 
if the local market with 
170 million Nigerians gets 
saturated (which I strongly 
doubt as this niche is ѕtill 
in itѕ adolescent phase), 
there’s ѕtill a growing de-
mand fоr catfish all over 
the world. So, do your 
own in-depth analysis and 
put your money to work. 
However, you are free to 
use our own analysis and 
research on how to start a 
poultry farm.    

  Sewing of specialised 
uniforms: If you do not have 
the entrepreneurial guts to 
go into the importation of 
wears, then you can set up a 
small scale textile firm that 
will specialise in sewing 
uniforms. The demand for 
uniforms is on the increase 

in Nigeria; from the crèche 
to labour market, uniforms 
are highly in demand but 
it’s advisable you do your 
own detailed research before 
venturing into the business.

 We will be continuing 
this piece next week as we 
touch other areas of business 
where there are great op-
portunities in Nigeria. Keep 
a date with us. Call or send 
an SMS, or contact me on 
WhatsApp for more details 
and training opportunities.

Spiritonomics IDEAS 

SABY ELEMBA  Owerri
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BrandsOnSunday
SPOTLIGHTING BRAND VALUE

What re-branding means 
to etransact International

C
orporate re-brand-
ing means different 
things to different 
organisations. For 
some, it represents 

dynamism, a new reputation, 
changing out-dated image, re-
flecting new position from ex-
panded business, and for others, 
it signifies new expectations, 
refreshing identity or echoing 
business internationalisation.

For Nigeria’s foremost mo-
bile epayment solution pro-
vider, etransact International 
Plc which early last week made 
some changes in its corporate 
identity, its re-branding was 
not only in line with some of 
the above reasons but a move, 
according to it, to reaffirm its 
leadership position in transac-
tion switching, mobile banking, 
mobile money, bulk payments, 
remittances, bills and utilities 
payments, collections and other 
payment technology areas.

The 13-year-old foremost 
electronic payment processor 
had changed its brand logo to 
reflect new promises. In the 
new identity, it created a more 
visible logo name in bold italics 
with the tagline ‘premier e-pay-
ment solution provider’. It also 
emphasised by emboldening 
the letter ‘e’ preceding the logo 
name and jettisoned the three 
red arrows in forefront of the 
brand name.

The highlighted ‘e’ comes in 
red colour and bold which the 
company  said represents elec-
tronic, empowerment, ease and 
efficiency, showing where the 
company is today, the vision for 
the future and commitment to 
simplify payments across Af-
rica.

Explaining the re-branding 
move at the unveiling of the 
logo in Lagos, the CEO and 
founder of the firm, Valentine 
Obi who was confident of mo-
bile banking activity even at the 
early stage of mobile era in Ni-
geria was hopeful that more Ni-
gerians would key into mobile 
banking going forward hence 
the continuous effort to inter-

ogy solutions that truly open up 
commerce and trade in Africa 
becomes a reality. From Nige-
ria we have expanded to other 
international markets opening 
doors of commerce and trade. 
2016 for us heralds the begin-
ning of a new era with new 
products that will continue to 
distinguish us in the market-
place.”

The etransact management 
believes that the company has 
remained competitive in the 
market through constant inno-
vation. “We are constantly in-
novating, creating solutions that 
have driven growth and devel-
opment across different areas in 
government, private, SME and 
international markets. We have 
consistently maintained our 
mission of providing secured, 
convenient and efficient means 
to make and receive payments, 
which has differentiated us in 
the marketplace.”

Last year, the company han-
dled about 110 million transac-
tions valued at about $30 billion 
which Obi said represents about 
30 percent of electronic transac-

tions in Nigeria. “This tells me 
that the market has come of age 
because in the first years, our 
total transactions were about 
$100,000 a year. For instance, 
in the first year, it was actually 
N35 million. If you look at the 
trajectory; how it has grown, 
you would notice that there are 
a lot of consumers coming on 
board and people now know 
that the system is working and 
it is real.  The fear people had is 
gradually diminishing.”

Estimating the value of 
etransaction in Nigeria, Valen-
tine forecasted that “If etransact 
alone is doing $30 billion which 
is about 30 percent of electronic 
transaction, then that gives you 
an idea that the industry is do-
ing about $100 billion. Unfor-
tunately, the industry has not 
scratched the surface of the 
business because there is a lot 
of potential as many people are 
not in the system. This is what 
CBN is trying to correct to see 
how the system can bring in as 
many people as possible. CBN 
has to register much mobile 
money operators because the 

Last week, etransact International Plc, a company that handled 110 million 
etransations valued at $30 billion last year, effected some changes in its corporate 
logo. Market analysts believe that the 13-year-old quoted firm re-branded to 
maintain dynamism, create more consumer engagement and bring in more 
customers in a market where about 120 million do not have bank accounts. 
Daniel Obi assesses this re-branding effort in the Nigeria’s epayment market with 
transaction value of over $100billion annually.

apex bank knows that one or 
two firms cannot achieve the 
desired objective. The idea is to 
bring money outside the bank-
ing system in to the system.”

Further discussing how to 
bring the unbanked in to the 
system, Obi said presently there 
are about 120 million people 
that don’t have bank account.  
“It is not just to create products 
but to give customers use cases 
and simply the products. Sec-
ondly there is a need to be in the 
face of the people and go down 
to the market woman and show 
them how to use the products. 
We have been doing this. The 
target is to go to the masses and 
try to remove the fear in them 
on how to operate the system”.

The company which grew 
its turnover from 7.1 billion in 
2014 to 8.6 billion in 2015, and 
profit before tax from 0.6 bil-
lion in 2014 to 1.1 billion in 2015, 
believes opportunities in pay-
ments exist primarily in Africa 
and understands the key role 
it has to play in making the 
process seamless, hence, the re-
branding to maintain tempo.

face with them.
 Obi said, “The new etrans-

act identity shows how much 
our brand has evolved since we 
launched in 2003 and expanded 
to other countries. We have al-
ways been at the forefront of 
innovation, providing complex 
and powerful technology with 
simple interfaces to enable ef-
ficient, convenient and cost-
effective means of payment on 
all channels.”

 He further explained that 
with new and refreshed prod-
uct offerings for business-to-
business and business to con-
sumer segments of the market, 
the company is committed to its 
vision of being the leading pay-
ment technology provider for 
individuals and organisations.

 “We are committed to our 
vision of powering payments 
for our partners across Africa. 
Taking a look at the opportunity 
in mobile for example, the gap 
between mobile banking and 
traditional banking has closed 
significantly, with Gartner Inc, 
the World’s leading information 
technology research and advi-
sory company predicting that 
the global mobile transaction 
market will be worth $721 bil-
lion and more than 450 million 
users by 2017.These opportuni-
ties in payments exist primarily 
in Africa and we understand 
the key role we have to play in 
making the process seamless.”

With this understanding, 
Valentine Obi said the com-
pany would continue to inno-
vate as more people would still 
etransact. “Before we used to 
be B2B company whereby our 
target are the businesses. But 
now we are going to B2C. We 
will be a lot more visible in the 
market; visible with creative 
and innovative solutions to 
empower and make payments 
easier.”

Looking at the significance 
of the company’s re-branding 
in 2016, the company’s CEO 
said, “From 2003 until now, 
we have watched as our vision 
of creating payment technol-

L-R: Sullivan Akala. executive director, Business Development, eTranzact International plc; Valentino Obi , founder/CEO, eTranzact International 
plc; Ike Eze, executive director, Strategy & Corporate Development, eTranzact International plc ,and Richard Omoniyi, chief Technology Officer, 
eTranzact, during the unveiling of new logo of eTranzact International plc in Lagos, recently.       KOLAWOLE ALIU.



F
rom the successful staging 
of ‘Saro Musical’, its flagship 
stage play, to ‘Wakaa! The 
Musical, its recent enthrall-
ing offering, Bolanle Austen-

Peter Producti ons (BAP Productions) 
is set to export the thrilling proudly 
Nigeria play to other parts of the world, 
starting with the United Kingdom.

Produced and directed by Bolanale 
Austen-Peter, Wakaa! The Musical 
will be showing at The Shaw Theatre 
in London’s West End from July 21-25, 
2016 at 3pm and 7pm each day.

Speaking on the rationale for tak-
ing the stage play to London during a 
media parley at Terra Kulture in Lagos 
recently, Bolanale Austen-Peter says, 
“This is coming in response to grow-
ing interests in productions of African 
origin across the globe, and various calls 
for us to take this production to the 
international community”.

Yet, a large Nigerian and afro-Ca-
ribbean population in London who are 
yearning to see world class productions 
such from Nigeria, is a further boost to 
the London outing in July.

For the astute producer/director, 
Wakaa! The Musical has the poten-

tial to boost cultural diplomacy and 
promote Nigerian cultural heritage 
abroad. Hence, Wakaa The Musical 
is a socio-cultural and contemporary 
entertainment production.  In London, 
it will celebrate the diverse yet homo-
geneous people and culture of Nigeria. 
While in London, Wakaa! The Musical 
will provide the highly talented and 
creative youths involved in its produc-
tion with opportunities to experience 
the UK creative space and technology 
driving the UK creative industry.

Also speaking during the media par-
ley, Kola Balogun, representing Mixta 
Africa, a real estate company, noted that 
the pan-African company is thrilled 
by the creativity Wakaa! The Musical 
employs in telling the Africa story and 
hence sees it as a veritable platform to 
meet and sell their products to Africans 
in the Diasporas.

As well, Africa Magic used the media 
parley platform to reiterate its support 
to pan-African productions such as 
Wakaa! The Musical. “Africa Magic 
is happy to once again collaborate in 
showcasing the best of Nigerian enter-
tainment to the world”, Efosa Aiyev-
bomwan, head, Public Relations and 
Talent, M-Net Africa, says.

On behalf of the cast and crew 
present at the media parley including; 
Patrick Diabua, Nengi Adoki, Dolapo 
Oni, Ozzy Agu, Jolomi Amuka, among 
others Bimbo Manuel, looks forward to 
an enthralling show in London that will 
entertain and sell the Nigerian cultural 
heritage to the global audience.

According to BAP Productions, 
Wakaa! The Musical London has been 
made possible by the support of Mixta 
Africa, MTN, Pencom, Bank Of Indus-
try, Nigerian Export Promotion Council, 
Ministry of Culture and Information, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Africa 
Magic, Ebony life TV, TV Continen-
tal, Africa Movie Channel, Beats FM, 
Wakanow, IBST, Elufowoju jr Ensem-
ble, DJA Media among others.

 Other events lined up in London as 
part of the Wakaa! The Musical activi-
ties include: a talk organised and spon-
sored by the British Council and the 
UK Department of Culture facilitated 
in partnership with Chatham House, 
where the United Kingdom’s Minister 
of Culture and members of parliament 
will be in attendance and other high 
profile leaders of the creative industry 

Sunday 19 June 2016 SUNDAYBD 37

Arts

It’s stage on fire with Wakaa! The musical
in UK. The talk is scheduled to hold 
on July 20, 2016 at the Pullman Hotel, 
London.

 On July 22, 2016, there will be a 
cocktail reception at Pullman Hotel 
sponsored by Mixta Africa and the 
Nigerian High Commission in the UK, 
where the UK diplomatic community, 
business leaders and top UK govern-
ment officials, Nigerian Minister of 
Information and Culture will be in 
attendance.

Wakaa! The Musical is a play about 
the trials, successes and experiences of 
graduates with varied backgrounds. A 
wager between them after graduation 
has a twist when the realities of life 
and the folly of their choices hit them. 
Eventually they reunite, coming full 
circle. The story reveals the struggles 
and challenges young people face in 
present day Nigeria and abroad. It takes 
you on an emotional roller coaster and 
is a strong satire of Nigeria’s politics. A 
family-orientated two-hour stage musi-
cal extravaganza of drama, comedy, live 
music and dance, Wakaa The Musical 
explores the scheming, intrigues, be-
trayals and games people play in life.

OBINNA EMELIKE
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Atunda Entertainment, Tanzania Govt partner on West/East 
amalgamation through arts and tourism

A 
move to forge unity of 
West and East Africa 
has been initiated by the 
government of Tanzania 
and the management of 

Atunda Entertainment, a Nigerian 
owned theatre and movie production 
outfit. Tagged West/East Amalgamation 
through arts, culture, entertainment 
and tourism, it is geared at bridging the 
existing gap between countries of the 
west and east regions.

 The new project, which would be 
devoted to the production of movies 
and musicals by both Nigerian and 
Tanzanian artistes’ collaboration, was 
disclosed by Daniel O. Njoolay, Tanza-
nia High Commissioner to Nigeria, and 
Wanle Akinboboye, president, Atunda 
Entertainment.

According to the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) , the scheme 
will kick off in August at La Campagne 
Tropicana Beach Resort in Ikegun Vil-
lage, Lekki, Lagos, owned by Akinbob-
oye with the selected artistes and crew 
coming together to create and produce 
a movie script and post production 
within two weeks.

At the third week, the entire crew 
would move to Tanzania for the pre-
miere of the movie that would be 
attended by the government officials, 
business moguls and other personali-
ties and the general public from both 
countries. The premiere would feature 
musical performances by musical 

artistes from both countries as well, 
which would be recorded and com-
mercially produced.

Thereafter, a second movie would be 
shot and produced in Tanzania, which 
would be premiered in Nigeria and 
would feature musical performance. 
Njoolay, who took time to give historic 
account of the project conceptualisa-
tion and benefits to creative and youths 
of each country, pointed out that mo-
tion picture in Tanzania lacked the 
necessary skills and expertise.

 As Nigeria ranked among major 
movie makers in the world, the High 
Commissioner said the partnership will 
benefit his country in the area of artistic 
and creative technological transfer.

According to him, Tanzanian gov-
ernment through the Ministry of Cul-
ture is fully involved in the project and 
would be committing funds to it.

“Our movie stars still lack the skill. It 
will be a form of artistic technological 
transfer when we bring artistes to come 
and perform jointly with experienced 
Nigerian artistes. We have reached a 
good point and everything is moving 
on fast. Everything begins on August 
1, 2016”, Njoolay said.

Njoolay also harped on the tourism 
benefits of the project, as it is expected 
to boost the tourism potential of both 
countries. To show how serious the 
country is with the project, he said that 
Joyce Fisoo, director, Tanzania Film 
Board, has already been to Nigeria to 

meet with Akinboboye.
In his remark, Akinboboye expressed 

the need to diversify the economy, es-
pecially that of Nigeria which has relied 
solely on oil.  “The need to diversify 
the economy is over flogged. It is long 
overdue. In diversification, you have to 
appraise your strength and opportuni-
ties. Our strength is our creativity. We 
are number one in Africa in movie and 
music. But how much value has it added 
to us and how much value has it added 
to the continent? If Africa laugh and 
play together they will grow together. 
Artistic endeavours are the best way 
to foster Africa unity. Let us go to East 

Africa to help brothers develop their 
movie industry.’’

Akinboboye wondered why many 
Nigerians are ignorant of the tourism 
potential of Tanzania.

“I believe strongly that if Tanzania 
can be number two in the world, the 
project can only explore and enhance 
both nations’ tourism industries. Let 
us go to East Africa and develop their 
movie industry,” Akinboboye said.

Njoolay revealed that the maiden 
film to be shot Tanzania will be named 
the, ‘My Pride’ and it will be a one and 
half hour production. With effort like 
this definitely Africa will be rising.

What a Life with Mannie 

T
ell me, did you ever rise in 
the morning and take a good 
look at your unaccomplished 
life? You know the feel-
ing and felt the heat?   The 

masterpiece is the work of Emmanuel 
Essien popularly known as Mannie d 
Maestro on Cool FM 96.9 as he shares 

an insight in his book launch titled 
“WHAT a LIFE”.

The book launch which was held at 
Monty Bourfet Victoria Island, Lagos 
witnessed by friends, critics, well wish-
ers and staffs of Cool FM and Wazobia 
to his masterpiece autobiography.

The insight portrays revelation of 

reality of the challenges Emmanuel Es-
sien faces. Its concise creativity in the 
book has songs and lyrics, also an audio 
book to listeners. The book is a version 
Mannie life, the complexity of life and 
trouble of life. His boldness to pick up a 
pen and write about his person would 
be an inspiration to millions of youths 
trying to pursue a career irrespective of 
the background.

 The book shares his family struggle 
while growing as he exposed too many 
negative things that happened too fast 
and the light that’s comes along the 
path. The price he paid to pursue a mu-
sic career and its ups and downs. The 
less support and negative remarks from 
parents make every process a story to 
reel out to the world about family and 
the things the world doesn’t get to see 
about them.

However, deep thought shared in 
each chapter of the book was cited 
by colleagues as Egos on Wazobia FM 
critiqued and asked a question on the 
content of message and perception 
of television consumption during his 
childhood.

Mannie bares his mind on good edu-
cative content been aired back then on 
television unlike the junk today that 
has no message or content.

“Sometimes by losing a battle you 
win a new one” by Donald Trump is 

used constructively by Mannie as he re-
views the intricate part of life challenge. 
Your love for music, love for science 
and love for arts but your geographic 
location is very important as it plays a 
pivotal impact in our lives.

“Just because someone from Syria 
loves hip hop music and wants to make 
a career out of it is nearly impossible 
even if he has got the inspiration and 
talent” what is the reason behind suc-
cess?.

He said every talent that has content 
barely sees the face of the light but ones 
without get all the fame. What is the 
justification for that in our generation? 
This provoking question is one of the 
spices found in the book “What a Life”.

Furthermore, he encouraged youth 
to have confidence in themselves as a 
lot of youth consider their background 
and geographic location as an impedi-
ment  to get ahead to reach their goals.

Emmanuel Essien is a Nigerian radio 
presenter, voice actor, and singer. He 
was the host of the good morning Nige-
rian show on Nigeria radio station 96.9 
cool FM in Lagos, his 162 pages book is 
available on e book and also available at 
Amazon and Barnes noble. The book is 
published by author house.

He received a nickelodeon kid’s 
choice award for best Nigeria on air 
personality.

JOSHUA BASSEY
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My Book & I
‘My book aims to revive reading culture’
Martin Udogie, a chartered accountant, strategy consultant and 
business and economy analyst, is author of How To READ MORE. 
In this interview with CHUKS OLUIGBO, he discusses the central 
message of the book and what it intends to achieve.

T
he title of 
your book 
is How To 
READ MORE. 
Given that 

reading culture is gener-
ally known to be poor in 
Nigeria, do you think the 
book will be read at all?

The Japanese have 
what is called a 5-Whys 
approach to getting to 
the root of a problem in 
order to solve it. Else, 
you’ll be dealing with 
symptoms. How To 
READ MORE adopts this 
approach. A fundamen-
tal reason Nigerians do 
not read is the literature 
itself. I read (and still do) 
tonnes of books before 
writing mine, and came 
to understand why some 
books were more inter-
esting and enjoyable to 
read than others. The 
techniques I discovered 
run through this book. 
One is language simplic-
ity. The other is story-
telling. Once you start 
reading this book, you’ll 
be hooked. It is addictive, 
and fun to read.

What did you intend 
to achieve with the 
book?

To bring back read-
ing of books in every 
household and in the 
workplace. We make the 
mistake (at least I origi-
nally did) of associating 
reading with schools 
only. No. Reading should 
be a life-long ambition. A 
famous quote I like very 
much is: “First we learn 
to read; and then con-
tinue to read to learn.” 
There are several stories 
in the book of how read-
ing transformed people. 
One is how Ben Carson, 
a dull, black boy from a 
very poor background 
became world re-
nowned neurosurgeon 
because of the reading 
habit inculcated in him 
by his then illiterate sin-
gle mother.

How To READ MORE 

commend all such ef-
forts, because they do 
recognise that there is, 
in fact, a big issue with 
our reading. My book 
is just an addition, a 
reinforcement. In my 
book, I refer to this lack 
of reading as a “wicked 
problem”. This is the 
same term Hillary Clin-
ton uses to refer to the 
Israeli-Palestinian prob-
lem in her book earlier 
cited. There is no one 
solution and no magic, 
silver bullet. We have 
to attack it from several 
angles.

For the sake of those 
who may not bother to 
read your book, what’s 
the central message in 
How To READ MORE?

That reading is enor-
mously beneficial, at 
every age bracket, and 
to every professional, 
from chauffeur to CEO, 
from the leaders to the 
led. And that a book 
only takes hours to read, 
not days or weeks or 
months. And being busy 
is no excuse not to read. 
If you can find time to 
read your chats, text 
messages, and emails, 
you can read books. 
Barack Obama (and all 
US presidents) go on 
their summer vacations 
with books to be read. 
Bill Gates as the world’s 
richest person and chair-
man of Microsoft used 
to have a “Think week” 
every year dedicated to 
reading only, and noth-
ing else. Powerful and 
influential Washington 
black lawyer and po-
litical fixer and orator, 
Vernon Jordan, grew 
up in the then racially-
segregated state of Geor-
gia, and took up a job as 
a chauffeur to a white 
Atlanta banker. But he 
always sneaked into 
his boss’ huge library to 
read. Hence, he too made 
it to becoming big and 
famous today.

seems to suggest that 
people are already 
reading; and that they 
should read more. Is this 
the notion?

This is almost a chick-
en-versus-egg-which-
came-first question. You 
can’t read any book if 
you do not know how 
to read. But anyone one 
who already can read 
should keep reading, and 
read more to know more. 
I always say that in a 
competitive environ-
ment, reading is a zero-
sum game activity. The 
person who reads is bet-
ter and superior to those 
who do not. This applies 
to students, workers, 
parents, teachers, house-
holds, politicians, and so 
on. 

Again, the title seems 
to suggest that the book 
contains a step-by-step 
guide – a recipe, if you 
like – on how to read 
more. Is this truly the 
case?

Yes. In fact I have tes-
timonies from those who 
read the book, and based 
on the tips, immediately 
delved into reading more 

books. One of those is 
my son, who now reads 
a 200-page book in about 
two days, and notes and 
applies the techniques 
in the book. He read my 
book in five hours. There 
are many others.

What has been the 
response to the book 
since it was released 
into the market?

The response has 
been phenomenal. 
Many that have read 
the book have ordered 
quantities for their staff, 
friends and families. 
These people cut across 
the board. Chief and Mrs 
Phillip Asiodu ordered 
20 copies; Demola Odey-
emi, an executive direc-
tor in GTBank, ordered 
68 copies; Victor Ony-
enkpa, senior partner in 
Tax at KPMG, ordered 50 
copies for all new hires 
of his division; Kingsley 
Eze, CEO of TENECE Ltd, 
ordered 60 copies for his 
staff, Accenture ordered 
copies for all staff of 
the firm. There are just 
very many such profes-
sionals and executives 
from Dangote Group to 

read material other than 
the ones we think they 
should be reading. Do 
you share this view?

There might be some 
element of truth there. 
In this era of internet, 
smartphones, social 
media, soccer and EPL, 
we’re all bombarded 
with information. But 
my emphasis is on read-
ing of books. Reading a 
book, cover-to-cover, is 
reading for knowledge, 
as opposed to casual 
reading for mere en-
tertainment. There is 
a fundamental differ-
ence when you know 
and can discuss who’s 
better between Messi 
and Ronaldo versus 
when you read and can 
discuss key US foreign 
policy challenges con-
tained in Hard Choices 
by Hillary Clinton, No 
Higher Honor by Con-
doleezza Rice, and It 
Worked For Me by Co-
lin Powel, books by all 
who have been US sec-
retary of state in suc-
cession.

There have been sev-
eral efforts in the past 
to get Nigerians to read, 
including book clubs. If 
those efforts have not 

achieved much, do you 
think yours will be any 
different?

I won’t generalize to 
say that those other ef-
forts have not achieved 
much because I don’t 
have the facts. We must 

AutoReg, Regus, Com-
pliance Professionals, 
Sovereign Trust Insur-
ance, Keystone Bank, 
Fidson Pharmaceuticals, 
etc. (I hope those not 
mentioned pardon me). 
We want more people, 
and companies to buy 
for themselves and for 
others. I have also been 
receiving invitations to 
companies and organisa-

tions for book presenta-
tions and discussions.

There is a school of 
thought that does not 
agree that Nigerians, 
especially youths, do 
not read. They argue, 
rather, that the youths 
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Soweto in my mind

I
t was a mild Wednesday after-
noon in June 2014, and I was in 
the midst of students who were 
never tired of taking pictures.

I was smiling and posing 
with them in front of the picture 
of Mbuyisa Makhubo carrying a 
dying boy at the Hector Pieterson 
Museum and Memorial in Soweto.  
“I love him because our teacher 
said he was a strong boy”, one of 
the students said, while many af-
firmed her good comment with 
nod.  But one of the students that 
seem more emotional than the rest 
said: “Uncle, he is Hector Pieterson. 
He was shot for us to get better 
education today”.

At that point, I tried to control my 
emotion, held back tears from my 
eyes, and rejoined my fellow tour-
ists inside the museum for the tour. 
But the situation inside the museum 
was even worse as the pictures, art-
works, writings, drawing and relics 
all tell the ugly story of the massacre 
of youths.

As we strolled around the mu-
seum and memorial set up in the 
memory of Hector Pieterson, the 
12-year-old black boy who was one 

of the first victims of police fire of 
uprising, we uncovered the treach-
ery that ruled the apartheid era and 
how much forgiveness a people can 
muster to their once enemy. 

Noticing the emotions, Khwezi 
Gule, chief curator of the Hector 
Pieterson Museum and Memorial, 
encouraged us to concentrate and 
get value from our tour.

“I can easily recall memories of 
June 16, 1976, when the historic 
Vilakazi Street in Soweto was the 
battle field for the notorious Soweto 
Uprising, a series of clashes between 
black youths and the South African 
authorities. That day witnessed the 
killing of over 600 black youths, 
including Hector Pieterson and 
that is why we named this museum 
after the then 12 years old Hector”, 
he explained.

The massacre, according to him, 
was the reason June 16 of every year 
is celebrated as Youth Day in South 
Africa till date, while the relics of the 
uprising are still fresh and glaring 
for visitors numbering over 500,000 
who visit the museum every year to 
recall the ugly past.

This year, and 40 years on, South 
Africans, especially youths rolled 
out drums to celebrate the 1976 

Soweto Uprising. But the souls of 
the over 600 youths that died in the 
uprising will truly rest in peace if the 
reasons for their protests have been 
met today in South Africa.

Of course, the protest was against 
the introduction of compulsory 
tuition in Afrikaans, seen as just 
one more humiliation for students 
crammed into deliberately over-
crowded, under-resourced schools 
designed to deny, rather than pro-
vide, education to South Africa’s 
black majority.

But the marking of the 1976 Up-
rising sends an important message 
to everyone because the memory of 
Hector Pieterson and all the youths 
who were killed in the uprising 
means sacrifice and selflessness. 
Most, importantly, it means change 
that will positively impact South 
Africa and African youths, a change 
that will develop and equip them to 
contribute to the society.

However, Vilakazi Street, the 
street that hosts the memorial and 
staged the 1976 Uprising, has also 
seen change.   The change is also 
reflecting in Soweto, which now 
wears a better look.

The good news is that Johan-
nesburg Development Agency, 

which is behind the changes on 
the street, is for once happy that 
Vilakazi Street is now a laid-back 
boulevard for strolling, a place 
where tourists and locals can walk 
up a safe street filled with cafes, 
restaurants and shops.

Besides hosting the He ctor 
Pieterson Museum and Memo-
rial, Vilakazi Street is famously 
known as the only street in the 
entire world where two Nobel 
Peace Prize winners have lived. Of 
course, the homes of Nelson Man-
dela and Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu are just 200 metres apart on 
the street. While Mandela’s home 
is now a museum because of the 
over 1000 visitors per day, Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu still stays in 
his modest house apart from days 
that official engagements warrant 
him to stay in Sandton.

The street is named after B.W. 
Vilakazi, a poet, novelist and in-
tellectual who was the first black 
lecturer at the University of Witwa-
tersrand in Johannesburg.

So, as you celebrate the 40th year 
anniversary of the Soweto Uprising, 
reflect of the change and be the 
change that South Africa and the 
entire African continent need.

Travel
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It’s greener at Ibom Resort

I
f you are passionate about fine 
living and can afford a luxurious 
lifestyle, like a doctor, I prescribe 
a therapy that will do you well, 
and also enhance your lifestyle, 

especially this summer.
Follow me on a tour to Le Meridien 

Ibom Hotel and Golf Resort.
Tucked in the middle of the palm 

forest on a land mass of about 135.2 
hectares and stretching along three 
communities, the resort is a sanctu-
ary for leisure minded fellows. A stay 
exposes you to the resort’s therapeu-
tic effect, courtesy of its closeness to 
Mother Nature, an experience that 
leaves you returning visit.

Of course, the resort is nature lov-
ers and golf enthusiasts’ haven with 
an 18-hole golf course on a land mass 
of about 79 hectares. It is one of the 

best places to watch golf tourna-
ments with both local and interna-
tional professionals playing. Begin-
ners also visit to sharpen their skills, 

River, with a fantastic sand bank for 
recreation activities.

As well, other facilities such as a 
marina, court house, standard swim-
ming pool and beautiful gardens 
make the resort the ultimate holiday 
package.

But for those more concerned 
with the comfort in the resort’s well-
appointed rooms, Starwood Group, 
manager of the Le Meridien brand, 
takes time to ensure the resort repre-
sents the high-end brand it is meant 
for. From the 163 rooms to the seven 
chalets, the Le Meridien branded re-
sort offers value for money offerings, 
personalised services and member-
ship of its prestigious SPG club.

The SPG membership allows guests 
to earn points on every stay that can 
translate into more stay at less cost in 
their next visit in any Starwood prop-
erty. So, while at Le Meridien Ibom 
Hotel and Golf Resort, learn how to 
take charge with SPG Power Up and 
Star points. Hence, for a longer and 
value for money stay at the resort, it is 
recommended that you join Starwood 
Preferred Guest (SPG), a platform to 
enable guests earn points that can 
translate into free stays in Starwood 
properties across the world and even 
airline tickets.

The resort is also haven for lovers 
of quality culinary and wine. The ex-
ecutive chef leads his team of culinary 
experts to carter to diverse tastes and 
expectations. From the Rising Sun 
Restaurant, the Rotunda Bar, Vista 
Restaurant, the Bird Table, De Terrace 
Golf Club, Marina Club, among other 
restaurants and bars, the resort of-
fers guests best of dining and wining 
experience.

The aesthetic design is also appeal-
ing as the two floors with different 
wings spread out and create a scenic 
beauty irresistible to guests.

For the fitness conscious, there 
are different activities crafted for 
every individual guest. A leisure walk 
through gardens and court yards 
with fountains is a recipe for trim-
ming down or losing some weight.

The resort is truly a place of tran-
quility as no single visitor has failed 
to be enthralled by its combination of 
beauty and greenery since it opened 
its doors to the public in 2008.

Besides hosting golf players and 
lovers of nature to memorable out-
ings, the resort’s right ambience is the 
perfect venue for retreats and brain 
storming for the very busy corpo-
rate executives, business moguls and 
expatriates.

So, you are right to call the resort 
an oasis of calm. You cannot visit 
without enjoying the breathtaking 
view, especially over the rain forest 
stretching to the mountains of Cam-
eroon. Yet, the best culinary offerings 
await you after a golf session or an 
energy sapping corporate retreat at 
the Rising Sun Restaurant.

Direction:
Le Meridien Ibom Hotel and Golf 

Resort is about 20 minutes from the 
Uyo city centre and airport. It is acces-
sible by air through Arik Air and Aero 
Contractor that operate daily flight to 
Uyo. It is about one hour from Calabar 
and two hours from Port Harcourt 
by road.

while the best of golf accessories are 
on display at the resort’s golf shop. 
You can extend your fun by becom-
ing a member of De Terrace Golf Club.

Beyond the golf appeal, the resort 
entices more with lush landscape, 
willowy palm trees numbering about 

184 on the driveway and many more 
dotted all over the property. Yet, from 
its hill-top location to the undulating 
topography that heightens its appeal, 
the natural feel is evident. Further 
heightening visitors’ excitement is a 
marina, about 30 minutes from Oron 
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A review of Emirates ‘Fly with me animal’ toy

T
owards the end of last year, 
Emirates launched a set of 
Fly with Me Animal toys, 
which made their debut on 

board the Emirates flight as soon as 
it was launched for use. 

The set of toys included, Lewis the 
Lion from Africa, Peek U the Panda 
from China, Enrico the Monkey 
from Latin America, and Leila the 
Camel from the Middle East. It is 
hoped that four new Fly with Me 
Animals will be introduced every 
six months.  

These newest range of Fly with 
me Animal toys were made for 
infants and toddlers while the Fly 
with Me Lonely Planet activity 
was specially designed for those 
aged between six and twelve years 
old.  

The new toys are available on 
board, ahead of the upcoming holi-
day season. Emirates’ young flyers 
have got lots to benefit, as Emirates 
is out to make their trip a memorable 
one, given that young travellers are 
one of the most important customers 

which comes with a plastic toggle 
allowing the toy to be hung in the 
car, on a pram or in the cot; the 
Carry Buddy, a dual purpose toy 
and blanket; as well as the Magnetic 
Sketcher for young ones to express 
themselves creatively.

 The beauty of these toys is that 
they come with extra features in it 
for children’s play time. However, 
infants and toddlers when playing 
with these toys as though they were 
babies will have something to cuddle 
their babies while keeping them 
entertained. Also, parents can make 
use of these blankets to cuddle their 
new born babies.

 The toy is soft in nature like a 
teddy bear, appearing in various 
shapes and colours as it will appeal 
to children, with eyes, ears, hands 
and legs. It’s lovely to behold.

 It’s soft nature will endear chil-
dren to want to play with. It’s not 
harmful either. The blanket located 
inside is equally soft enough for 
baby use, thus playing up an added 
advantage.

STORIES BY IFEOMA OKEKE

FG’S move to sanitize FAAN: 
Other agencies await restructuring

F
ollowing recommenda-
tions by the Presidential 
Committee chaired by the 
Head of Service, Winifred 
Ekanem Oyo-Ita, Federal 

Government has embarked on mas-
sive restructuring of the Federal 
Airports Authority of Nigeria (FAAN) 
that may be extended to other gov-
ernment agencies.

BD Sunday’s findings also reveal 
that the Nigerian Airspace Manage-
ment Agency (NAMA) and the Nige-
ria Civil Aviation Authority (NCAA) 
may follow soon as both agencies 
also have their share of redundant 
departments and directorates as well 
as unproductive personnel.

 
John Ojikutu, Secretary General, 

Aviation Round Table, Former Air-
port Commandant, Murtala Mu-
hammed Airport told BD Sunday 
that the restructuring that is going 
on in FAAN is not unexpected and 
hopefully, it will be extended to other 
aviation agencies and departments.

According to Ojikutu, “Generally, 
they are all battling with crisis of 
inadequate skilled manpower; inex-
perienced and inefficient managers 
to supervise the airport operational 
safety and security areas and insuf-
ficient regulator to carry out oversight 
functions on all the public and private 
operators.”

Ojikutu explained that there are 
no training schedules or career plans 
for succession and the agencies are 
all bloated with very unskilled man-
power of fresh graduates forced on 
them by the politicians in govern-

directorates created from existing 
directorates thereby raising overhead 
cost immensely.

Recently, the Ministry of Aviation 
acting on the recommendations of 
the committee had sent down the 
directive to the parastatal but the 
letters started circulating last Friday 
indicating the new order of things in-
structing recipients to report to their 
new assignment post haste

Apart from FAAN the same prolif-
eration of directorates can be said of 
other agencies in the aviation sector 
as they have continued to expand 
since 1999.

A source in the agency told BD 
Sunday that the letters to FAAN per-
sonnel either demoted or transferred 
them following the irregularity of 
their appointment at the agency or 
just for the sake of restructuring the 
agency.

Some personnel who were brought 
into FAAN without qualification or 
required experience and yet were 
given key managerial position have 
been reviewed as a result of the work 
done by the committee.

Some affected officers were de-
moted from Grade Levels 17 and 16 
to levels 10, 12 and 14.

Industry observers are of the opin-
ion that this exercise would not only 
lead to some job losses as some of the 
directorates created housed hundreds 
of redundant workers especially at 
the headquarters in Lagos while other 
stations suffered.

They are also of the opinion that 
this bold move by government will 
also lead to mass resignation espe-
cially as some of the positions were 
created as political favours.

ment.
“The restructuring could lead 

to the concession of some airports; 
privatization and commercialisa-
tion of others. These will reduce the 
unnecessary loading the agencies 
with unskilled people on political 
patronage.

 The restructuring will increase 
government earnings and it would be 
able to put more money and attention 
to other social needs like education, 
health and public roads that carry the 
burden of more people than aviation, 

at least in Nigeria,” Ojikutu added.
This restructuring is coming on 

the heels of pressure from the unions 
who complained about inappropri-
ate placements and other anomalies 
which indicated some senior manage-
ment personnel who either did not 
have the qualifications or experience 
to man some of the sensitive positions 
they were thrust into.

The situation became more im-
perative after government discovered 
that the FAAN had no fewer than 
40 General Managers, with more 
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Eniretide Oshunmakinde, Oreoluwa Lawal, Sunmisola Orija, and Omodesire Popoola 
representing Nigerian Children at the Emirates Childrens’ Day Event at Ikeja City Mall, 
Lagos, recently.

of the brand. These toys are made 
available to kids at the kids play area 
at both First Class and Business Class 
lounges in Dubai.

 Emirates’ Fly with me Animals 

is a replacement of the popular Fly 
with Me Monsters for both enter-
taining and educational purposes. 
The animals were designed with 
unique features - The Travel Buddy 
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The Big Looters Club

U
ncle, welcome!”
That was Luka, my friend Jumbo’s 
nine-year-old son. I waited for his usual 
greeting in full. A ritual, a game we play. 
Nothing came.

“Don’t you want to greet me the usual way?”
“No, sir.”
My face must have registered my disappointment. 

He relented.
“Excuse me, sir. . . . Uncle O.J., you’re the best, I 

like you, and when I grow up I want to be just like 
you.”

“That’s my boy! Give me five! . . . Now, where’s 
Mummy and Daddy and Little Sister?”

“But I don’t really mean it this time.”
“O-Ohh! What do you mean?”
“I don’t feel like that today.”
“Am I not the best anymore?”
“No, sir.”
“Don’t you like me anymore?”
“No, sir.”
“Don’t you want to be like me when you grow 

up?”
“No, sir.”
My world was spinning out of control.
“Do you want to be like your daddy instead?” 

His father was a pilot, six foot two and hefty as a 
jumbo jet.

“No, sir.”
“So, what do you want to be when you grow up?”
“I want to join the Big Looters Club.” 
At that point the Jumbo Jet himself strode into the 

room. “There’s no such club, Luka,” he said quietly. 
“O.J., how are you, man?” He shook my hand in that 
big bear style of his.

“Oh yes there is, Daddy,” said Luka, determined 
to keep the limelight. “There’s the London Club, 
the Paris Club, and the Big Looters Club. They are 
friends, they work very well together. That’s what it 
says in the Wikipedia.”

“Didn’t I tell you not to believe anything you read 
in the Wikipedia?”

“Daddy, it says they keep their money in the Bank 
of England, the Bank of America, and the Bank of 
Switzerland.”

“A sorcerer’s triangle, eh?” I asked.
“An isosceles triangle,” said Jumbo.
“A new triangular trade, perhaps?”
“Yeah, but who’s the slave?”
The young man stood puzzled, his eyes moving 

from one to other of our faces, till his father came 
to his rescue.

“What sort of money?” he asked.
“I don’t know. It says millions of dollars, pounds 

and euros. Sometimes billions.”
Jumbo plunked down on the sofa and began to 

light his pipe. “Who are these people, anyway?” He’d 
made up his mind to humor his son.

“It says they are leaders of the world, presidents 
and prime ministers and government officials from 
different countries.”

“Where would they get that kind of money?”

“It says they stole it. It says this is money for 
the poor in their countries. Money for water, light, 
medicine, food, roads, schools and playgrounds.”

I was getting agitated, and trying to hide it. 
Jumbo’s agitation was palpable. He got up and 
walked to the window.

“Now, tell me,” he said, as casually as he could 
make it, “does it say anything about Nigeria?”

“No, it doesn’t mention Nigeria.”
Jumbo looked at me. His face was blank. I don’t 

know what my face looked like. No one likes to 
be mentioned unfavorably in the Wikipedia, that 
winner-take-all blog that typifies the best and the 
worst of the Internet. Jumbo heaved a heavy sigh. 
“Thank God!” he said, and dropped like dead weight 
into his sling-cloth easy chair.

The silence was getting oppressive. I had to say 
something.

“You seem to remember everything you read,” 
I said.

“Yes, our teacher says I have a photographic 
memory.”

“But tell me, Luka, would you really like to steal 
money?”

“I don’t know. Maybe I’m just bored. That’s why 
I don’t like long vacation. There’s never anything 
to do”

“What does that have to do with the Big Looters 
Club?” I asked.

“I don’t know. We never go anywhere. Last year 
Daddy promised to take us to Yankari Game Reserve 
and Ogbunike Cave and Obudu Cattle Ranch.”

“No, I didn’t,” said Jumbo.
“Yes, you did! And when I reminded you 

yesterday you said there is no money.”
“No, I didn’t.”
“Yes, you did! . . .You also promised to take us to 

Port Harcourt and Calabar and Accra and Nairobi 
and Cairo and Dakar.”

“No, I didn’t.”
“Yes, you did! . . . All my friends travel all over the 

world all the time.”
“No, they don’t.”
“Yes, they do! . . . One went to London, two 

went to Nice, three to Shanghai and four to Hawaii, 
and five went singing and dancing all the way to 
Langtang.”

“Langtang? Is that China or Plateau State?”
“I don’t know.”
“You forgot those who went on pilgrimage,” said 

his father.
“Yes, Ahmed and his family went to Mecca, and 

Chris and his family went to Jerusalem.”
“Where did you and your family go?” I asked.
“We went to the village.”
“That’s good. That was fun, wasn’t it?”
“Yes, Uncle. But the road was very bad, there 

was no water so the toilet couldn’t flush. The water 
from the stream was not good to drink, and there 
was no light.”

“But still you enjoyed the holiday in the village 
with Grandpa and Grandma and the children in 
the village.”

“Yes, Uncle. It was very exciting. We caught some 
fish and trapped an antelope. We planted cassava 
and harvested palm fruits and coconuts.”

“So why are you complaining?”
“Uncle, what I really want is to fly somewhere. 

I want to see the world too. All my friends have 
wonderful stories to tell about the countries they 
visited. All of them have big mansions overseas, 
and plenty of money to buy everything they want.”

“What sort of business do their parents do?”
Luka thought for a moment. “Their parents work 

for the government.” He glanced around the room, 
as if afraid someone else might be listening, then 
made a face and stage-whispered, “I think they are 
members of the Big Looters Club.”

“Why do you think so?” Jumbo asked.
“I don’t know . . . they are always traveling 

overseas. Especially the father. Wikipedia says they 
deposit the money they stole in numbered accounts. 

Daddy, what’s a numbered account?”
This thing was getting deep. I looked at Jumbo 

and cleared my throat, but Jumbo paid no attention. 
“Well, Luka,” he said, “a normal bank account 

has both a name and a number. If you forget your 
number, the bank will use your name to find your 
account, and you can withdraw money from your 
account. But a numbered account has only a 
number and no name. If you forget the number 
the bank will not let you withdraw any money from 
your account.”

Luka took a long minute to digest this piece of 
information. Finally he said, 

“Why not just put your money in a regular 
account?”

 “Well, since it is such a very large sum of 
money it is easy for International Police detectives 
to see that it was probably stolen. With a numbered 
account they can’t see who stole the money unless 
the bank tells them—and the bank won’t tell.”

“What happens if you never ever remember 
your number?”

“You lose your money,” Jumbo said.
“All your millions and billions?”
“All your millions and billions.”
I cleared my throat again. Jumbo paid no 

attention.
“Has anybody ever lost all their money?” asked 

Luka.
“What does Wikipedia say?”
“I don’t remember. But . . . but I think you should 

tell your best friend the number just in case you 
forget.”

“But suppose your best friend goes and takes 
the money?”

“My best friend will never do that!” Luka 
sounded angry, as if someone had just slapped 
his face.

“Well,” his father said in a conciliatory tone, “best 
friends sometimes do things like that.”

“But the bank won’t give him the money because 
they know it isn’t his.”

“The bank will give the money to anyone who 
has the number.”

“OK, then, you give the number to your wife 
and children.”

“That makes sense, Luka. But I’m told that people 
with numbered accounts don’t usually give the 
number to their family for fear they might go secretly 
and take all the money.”

“So, what if you die?”
“If no living person can come up with the correct 

number, the bank chops the whole money.”
“All the millions and billions?”
“All the millions and billions.”
“That’s not fair!”
“Such banks don’t care. Besides, they know it’s 

stolen money, so it’s one criminal cheating another.”
“But Daddy, why would anyone need such a 

large sum of money?”
“Luka, I’ve asked myself that question many 

times and never found an answer. Even if you are 
the biggest spender on earth, you can only spend 
a tiny portion of such a large sum in your lifetime. 
When you die the bank swallows the rest. And your 
country loses out.”

Father and son paused, exhausted by this 
rubbing of minds. I seized my chance.

“So, Luka, do you still want to join the Big Looters 
Club?”

Luka hesitated. “I don’t think so. It’s stealing. And 
I think it might be dangerous.”

“So . . . what do you want to be when you grow 
up?” Without another word, Luka ran to the piano 
and started hammering out a tune.

“Save our ears-o!” his father yelled. “Why not 
try the violin?”

As if reminded of something he’d forgotten, Luka 
scampered upstairs. On the violin he’s an angel, on 
the piano he’s a hack . . . And in a minute, the sweet 
strains of Tchaikovsky’s Serenade for Strings started 
streaming down. . . .
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Quotes of the

10 Malware Removal Apps Tested, Mal-
warebytes Comes out on Top: A recent 
test done by the independent antivirus re-
search group AV-TEST—whose tests we’ve 
mentioned in the past—took a look at the 
performance of today’s most popular mal-
ware removal applications. Most of the ap-
plications showed excellent performance, 
but only Malwarebytes—a free download—
managed a perfect score. A good antivirus 
tool doesn’t have to cost a ton of money, and 
it doesn’t have to drag your system down 
either. Last week we asked you for the 
best, then looked at the five best desktop 
antivirus applications. Now we’re back to 
crown the crowd favorite.  
What to Do When Someone Gets Unau-
thorized Access to Your Computer: We 
don’t like to think about it, but it can 
happen: whether by hacking or by theft, 
someone can get access to your computer 
and everything on it. When the unthink-
able happens, here’s how to pick up the 
pieces. Mac: VirusTotal, the awesome 
malware checker that scans files using over 
50 different antivirus programs, is finally 
available on the Mac—so you can check 
suspicious files against tons of databases. 
Mac: VirusTotal, the awesome malware 
checker that scans files using over 50 differ-
ent antivirus programs, is finally available 
on the Mac—so you can check suspicious 
files against tons of databases.

Blogs
From the 

“I am afraid I did not succeed in the election in Kogi, 
Bayelsa, Rivers. I think that more Nigerians are killed or 
killed themselves in Rivers than in any particular state. 
At this stage of our political development, to remain 
brutal is shameful and as a government, I promise we 
will do something by the next general election”. President 
Muhammadu Buhari. 

“When Republican candidates like Ted Cruz call for treat-
ing American Muslims like criminals and for racially pro-
filing predominantly Muslim neighborhood, it’s wrong, 
it’s counterproductive and it’s dangerous. One thing 
we know that does not work is offensive, inflammatory 
rhetoric that demonizes all Muslims. Slogans aren’t a 
strategy. Loose cannons tend to misfire”. Hillary Clinton.

“We reported the deportation to the Belgian Embassy in 
Ankara on July 14, 2015, but he was later set free. One of 
the attackers in Brussels is an individual we detained in 
Gaziantep in June 2015 and deported. We reported the 
deportation to the Belgian Embassy in Ankara on July 
14, 2015, but he was later set free.  Belgium ignored our 
warning that this person is a foreign fighter”. Turkish 
President Tayyip Erdogan.

Numbers
$1.76 billion
Nigeria’s government will pump 350 billion naira 
($1.76 billion) in the next quarter into Africa’s biggest 
economy hit hard by a slump in oil revenues, Finance 
Minister Kemi Adeosun have said.

N115bn
The Debt Management Office said The Central Bank 
of Nigeria borrowed N114.97bn ($579.05m) through 
three-month to one-year Treasury bills last week at 
higher returns than in its previous auction.
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Tips for curbing mobile data usage on your android

U
nlimited data plans are an endangered 
species nowadays, so most of us have 
to watch our limits in order to avoid 
excess charges on our bill. That is easy 
enough when we know how much 

mobile data we are using on our smartphones, but 
it becomes problematic when our smartphones 
eat up our precious megabytes in the background. 
This does not just happen on Android, but iPhone, 
too. However, Android users have reason to cheer; 
you can still restrict your data usage with proper 
configuration of your device. You will be surprised 
to find that you are using your mobile data at a 
much lower pace with just a little fine-tuning of your 
phone settings. On today’s TechCulture we will take 
a look at the tips for reducing mobile data usage on 
your Android phone.

Turn Off Mobile Data When Not in Use
There are times when you do not use your phone 

a certain period of time, like while you are driving 
or sleeping or you are in a meeting. All you have to 
do is, go to the notification panel on your android 
phone and turn the mobile data option off as shown 
in the picture.

You can turn the mobile data off to avoid exces-
sive data usage at these times, in case you are not 
expecting an urgent e-mail, which you will not be 
able to check, if you are not connected or online.

CHIMA MICHAEL OLERU

Use Wi-Fi to Update Apps
Visit the Play Store on your android phone 

and then go to the settings option and check the 
Auto-update apps option. Please ensure that the 
Auto-update apps on Wi-Fi only option is se-
lected or highlighted as shown in the image here.

You also have the option to not auto update 
the apps at all. However, if you do that, you will 
have to update the apps manually and that 
could be time consuming and even frustrating 
at times. Moreover, you may not remember to 
update the apps at all at times and may lose out 
on important updates for some apps, which may 
prove to be critical.

Restrict Background Data
There are apps that run in the background and 

eat up your mobile data without you even knowing. 
In the more recent versions of Android like the Ice-
Cream-Sandwich and the later versions, you can 
actually check which apps are using how much data 
by going to the Data Usage option in settings and 
clicking on an individual app listed there.

Take a deep breath and look at the numbers be-
side the pie chart. The number next to “Foreground” 
relates to the data used while you are actually using 
the app and the number beside “Background” tells 
you about the amount of data used while the app 
ran in the background.

You can check these stats for individual apps 
and if you observe that a particular app is using 
more data than you would like it to while running 
in the background, you can go to where it says 
‘Restrict background data’ and put a check in the 
box next to it. 

Preload Heavy Content
People are becoming more and more particu-

lar about their mobile data usage on their android 
phones. As a result a lot of apps have started offer-
ing caching and let you download data over Wi-Fi 
at an earlier time and makes it available at a later 
time when you are offline or are using mobile 
data. Spotify and YouTube are two such apps that 
lets download playlists or videos on your watch 
it later list.

Most of the apps that use huge amounts of data, 
offer preloading, the only thing you should know 
is to look at the right place to find it. You can easily 
go into the settings menu and find it for apps like 
YouTube on most of the android phones using An-
droid Ice-Cream-Sandwich or later versions. This 
could save you large chunks of mobile data and 
may help reduce your monthly mobile data usage 
and could lead to tons of savings in the long run.  

Keep a Tab on Data Usage
Android offers you an option to keep a track 

of your mobile or cellular data usage. Through 
the Data Usage option you can actually track 
your usage and see which app used how much 
data. It also allows you to set up a limit on your 
data usage and warnings when the data usage 
reaches a certain pre-determined stage. You 
could configure your android phone in such a 
way to so as to warn you when your data usage 
has reached its 80% limit and completely turn the 
mobile data off when it reaches 100%. Although, 
the data usage option on your android phone 
may account for data in a different manner than 
your telecom operator, it still keeps you aware of 
your approximate data usage and prevents over 
shooting your limit.

Download Large Files Over Wi-Fi Only
Unless absolutely necessary, you should 

abstain from downloading large files like songs 
and videos while using mobile data. Rather you 
should save such files for downloading at a later 
time when you are connected to a Wi-Fi network. 
You would be doing yourself a favor in doing so 
and it would go a long way in preventing over 
usage of mobile data.

Prepare Maps for Offline Use When Travel-
ling

The Google maps now allow you to cache 
maps on your android phone. Although it takes 
some time and data to download a map, but once 
downloaded it is available for offline usage and 
navigation. You can download the maps while 
you are connected to a Wi-Fi to save data usage 
when travelling. You just have to zoom in to the 
portion of map that you want to cache and type 
“ok maps” in the search bar and the map will be 
cached for offline usage.

You may also use navigation apps that run 
offline like Sygic and save you the trouble of using 
a mobile data connection for navigation while on 
the move or remember to download or cache 
maps for offline usage on your android phone 
every time you plan to travel.

Use Data Compression
Some websites are not optimized for mobile 

and may use up a lot of your mobile data, while 
some websites may eat into your data through 
heavy advertisements.

You can avoid these hassles by using brows-
ers that allow data to be compressed for android 
phones before it is downloaded on your device 
or handset, thereby reducing the data usage con-
siderably. Although at times compression might 
mean compromising on quality, it still goes a long 
way in saving precious mobile data and thereby 
helps to reduce your monthly mobile data usage. 
Opera and chrome are examples of such brows-
ers that offer data compression.
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F
aced with the issues of speed, 
accuracy, integrity and safe-
ty of its data base, which are 
fundamental to effective 
registration and administra-

tion components of its operations, the 
National Health Insurance Scheme 
(NHIS) has opened talks with Nigerian 
Communications Satellite Limited 
(NigCOMSAT) for a collaboration that 
will enable the scheme overcome 
those challenges soon.

This was the mission of the acting 
Executive Secretary of the National 
Health Insurance Scheme (NHIS), 
Femi Akingbade, when he led a high-
powered technical delegation on a 
courtesy visit to the Director-General 
of NigCOMSAT, Abimbola Alale.

Akingbade, who described com-
munication as crucial to the operations 
of NHIS, expressed the commitment 
of the Scheme to taking advantage of 
every opportunity in the country to 
make things easy in that critical area 
of its operations.

Referring to the nationwide spread 
of the services of the scheme as its 
beneficiaries are found everywhere, 
the NHIS boss stressed the strong need 
for NHIS to be able to communicate 
with its various stakeholders real time 
around the clock.

This, he said, is particularly so as 
the agency requires to monitor and 

NHIS to partner NigCOMSAT for SATCOMM 
KEMI AJUMOBI receive feedback from beneficiaries 

and service providers under its watch 
to be able to discharge creditably, its 
regulatory roles in the industry.

Akingbade, with views guided by 
his own vast professional exposure 
in ICT, said NigCOMSAT was well 
positioned to support the Scheme with 
services to meet its needs in these 
significant areas of its operations, thus 
the decision to approach the agency 
for partnership.

The NHIS scribe spoke about the 
Health Agenda of the Buhari admin-
istration, driven by Health Minister, 
Isaac Adewole, a principal part of 
which is the revitalisation of 10, 000 
Primary Healthcare Centres across 
the country.

These facilities, he said, are ex-
pected to enjoy physical face lift, provi-
sion of human resource and adequate 
supply of medical commodities under 
the agenda.

Arising from this plan is a need 
for effective satellite-based mapping 
of the PHCs in the country, to ensure 
efficiency in the management of the 
process.

Akingbade identified this area as 
one in which the support and services 
of NigCOMSAT will invariably be 
required.

Welcoming the NHIS team, the 
Director General of NigCOMSAT, 
Abimbola Alale highlighted health 

as a social service every government 
has a responsibility to provide, describ-
ing NHIS as the tool of the Nigerian 
government for the purpose of en-
suring that all citizens have access to 
healthcare.

She expressed delight to note that 
the Scheme is pressing forward in that 
task, as it continues to take Nigeria to-

wards the global objective of Universal 
Health Coverage (UHC).

Alale assures the Scheme that Nig-
COMSAT has on its shelves already, 
some designs and programmes that 
are likely to specifically meet the com-
munication, monitoring and mapping 
requirements of NHIS, while customi-
sation of facilities can be carried out for 
the Scheme where necessary.

Infertility risk posed by endometriosis 
may be half of previous estimation

A
bout 5 to 10 percent 
of the general female 
population is affected 
with endometriosis, 
and a higher preva-

lence is found among women with 
infertility. Although endometriosis 
is commonly observed in women 
who are infertile, it is unknown 

...Study suggests that majority of women with endometriosis do not experience infertility 

CALEB OJEWALE when endometriosis is the cause of 
infertility or an incidental discovery 
during the infertility examination.

“Although women with endome-
triosis are at greater risk for infertil-
ity compared to women without 
endometriosis, our study suggests 
that the majority of women with 
endometriosis do not experience 
infertility and the majority do be-
come pregnant and are able to build 

the families that they desire.” said 
senior study author Stacey A. Miss-
mer, Sc.D, director of Epidemiologic 
Research in Reproductive Medicine 
at Brigham and Women’s Hospital.

In this new study, researchers 
at Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
collected data from 58,427 women 
who are participants of the Nurses’ 
Health Study-2 to examine the re-
lationship between endometriosis 

and infertility. Researchers found a 
higher risk of subsequent infertility 
in women with endometriosis, but 
only among women under age 35. 
According to the study’s prospective 
analysis, the infertility risk posed by 
endometriosis is about half previous 
estimates and indicates a possible 
detection bias in earlier studies. Re-
sults are published online in Human 
Reproduction.

“A key step in endometriosis 
discovery is identifying women 
with endometriosis who indeed are 
at higher risk of infertility so that 
treatments can be targeted directly 
to the biology causing infertility and 
identifying these women as early as 
possible so they can access fertility 
treatment,” Missmer said.

Endometriosis is a chronic, often 
painful disease affecting up to 10 
percent of women of reproductive 
age in the U.S. How it develops is 
not well understood, and detecting 
it with certainty requires surgery. 
But now, scientists report in ACS’ 
Journal of Proteome Research new 
insight gained from their study on 
mice that could ultimately help 
diagnose the condition with a 
blood test.

Subsequently, a joint technical 
team of both agencies was set up to 
determine the technical details of the 
collaboration.

The Director General of NigCOM-
SAT later conducted the NHIS boss 
and his team round some of the 
strategic installations of NigCOMSAT.

Endometriosis occurs when tis-
sue that normally lines the inside of 
the uterus grows outside of it. Even 
when it’s displaced, the tissue acts 
as if it’s in the uterus, thickening, 
breaking down and bleeding with 
a woman’s menstrual cycle. To con-
firm whether a woman has endo-
metriosis, a surgeon has to perform 
laparoscopic surgery that involves 
inserting a lighted tube to look 
inside the abdomen. Research sug-
gests that the condition is related to a 
change in lipid metabolism. Mainak 
Dutta and colleagues wanted to find 
out whether endometriosis has a 
specific lipid profile that might lead 
to a less invasive diagnostic test.

The researchers performed a 
metabolomics analysis, testing blood 
samples from a group of mice with 
the disorder and from a control 
group. Mice with endometriosis 
had a lipid profile distinct from the 
control animals. Although further 
work would be needed to validate 
the results in humans, the study sug-
gests that a simple blood test along 
with other clinical indicators could 
potentially be used to diagnose the 
disease, the researchers say.

 

Ag ES, NHIS, Femi Akingbade and the DG of NigCOMSAT,   Abimbola Alale during a recent visit  to  the headquarters of 
the satellite agency in Abuja by Akingbade
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 Zika, likely to pose public health 
risk during Olympics 

T
he Emergency Com-
mitte e (EC)  c on-
vened by the World 
Health Organisation 
has noted that mass 

gatherings, such as the Olym-
pic and Paralympic Games, 
can bring together substantial 
numbers of susceptible indi-
viduals, and can pose a risk to 
the individuals themselves, 
can result in the amplifica-
tion of transmission and can, 
potentially, contribute to the 
international spread of a com-
municable disease depending 
on its epidemiology, the risk 
factors present and the mitiga-
tion strategies that are in place.

In the context of Zika virus, 
the Committee noted that 
the individual risks in areas 
of transmission are the same 
whether or not a mass gath-
ering is conducted, and can 
be minimized by good public 
health measures.

In addition to providing 
views to the Director-General 
on whether the event con-
tinued to constitute a Public 
Health Emergency of Inter-
national Concern (PHEIC), the 
Committee was asked to con-
sider the potential risks of Zika 
transmission for mass gather-
ings, including the Olympic 
and Paralympic Games sched-
uled for August and September 
2016, respectively, in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil.

Advisors to the Committee 
provided further information 
on the potential risks of Zika 
virus transmission associated 
with mass gatherings and the 
upcoming Olympic and Para-
lympic Games, and the Com-
mittee thoroughly reviewed 
the range of public perspec-
tives, opinions and concerns 
that have recently been aired 
on this subject.

The Committee concurred 
with the international sci-
entific consensus, reached 
since the Committee last met, 
that Zika virus is a cause of 
microcephaly and Guillain-
Barré syndrome (GBS), and, 
consequently, that Zika virus 
infection and its associated 
congenital and other neurolog-
ical disorders is a Public Health 
Emergency of International 
Concern (PHEIC). The Com-
mittee restated the advice it 
provided to Margaret Chan the 
Director-General of WHO in 
its 2nd meeting in the areas of 

CALEB OJEWALE

propriate measures to reduce 
the possibility of exposure 
through mosquito bites and 
sexual transmission and, upon 
return, should take appropriate 
measures, including practicing 
safer sex, to reduce the risk of 
onward transmission, 

Based on the existing evi-
dence from the current Zika 
virus outbreak, it is known 
that this virus can spread inter-
nationally and establish new 
transmission chains in areas 
where the vector is present. 
Focusing on the potential risks 
associated with the Olympic 
and Paralympic Games, the 
Committee reviewed infor-
mation provided by Brazil 
and Advisors specializing in 
arboviruses, the international 
spread of infectious diseases, 
travel medicine, mass gather-
ings and bioethics.

The Committee concluded 

that there is a very low risk of 
further international spread 
of Zika virus as a result of 
the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games as Brazil will be hosting 
the Games during the Brazilian 
winter when the intensity of 
autochthonous transmission 
of arboviruses, such as den-
gue and Zika viruses, will be 
minimal and is intensifying 
vector-control measures in 
and around the venues for the 
Games which should further 
reduce the risk of transmission.

The Committee reaffirmed 
its previous advice that there 
should be no general restric-
tions on travel and trade with 
countries, areas and/or ter-
ritories with Zika virus trans-
mission, including the cities 
in Brazil that will be hosting 
the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games.

Nigerian Olympic athletes, 
officials and other people trav-

elling for the games are ex-
pected to adhere to the recom-
mendations by the Emergency 
Committee, in ensuring there 
is no importation of the zika 
virus to the country on their 
return from the games.

David Oyeleye, a professor 
of virology at the University of 
Ibadan had also told Business-
Day there is a need to increase 
surveillance both at airports, 
and at the seaports.

Oyeleye reiterated that in-
coming vessels and aircraft 
need to be sprayed with ap-
propriate chemicals to ensure 
proper decontamination in the 
event disease carrying patho-
gens have been ferried from 
different destinations such as 
Brazil where the zika outbreak 
has taken an international 
dimension in public health 
emergency.

 ... Winter expected to curb intensity of autochthonous transmission of arbo viruses

public health research on mi-
crocephaly, other neurological 
disorders and Zika virus, sur-
veillance, vector control, risk 
communications, clinical care, 
travel measures, and research 
and product development.

The committee’s advice 
to WHO on the prevention 
of infection in international 
travellers for the Olympic 
state that pregnant women 
should be advised not to travel 
to areas of ongoing Zika virus 
outbreaks; pregnant women 
whose sexual partners live in 
or travel to areas with Zika 
virus outbreaks should ensure 
safe sexual practices or abstain 
from sex for the duration of 
their pregnancy.

It also recommends that 
travellers to areas with Zika 
virus outbreaks should be 
provided with up to date ad-
vice on potential risks and ap-
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R
afael Nadal, currently down 
with wrist injury, may play 
at the Toronto Masters, in 
July ending, as a prepara-
tion for the Rio Olympics

Nadal is on track to make the Olym-
pics and plans to return from a wrist 
injury at the Toronto Masters at the 
end of July, days before the Games 
begin, his coach said.

“The plan is to play in Toronto 
because that’s what suits us,” Toni 
Nadal, who is also Nadal’s uncle, told 
a press conference in Mallorca, adding 
the 14-time Grand Slam title winner 
could start training on court again in 
two weeks.

“It’s following the normal recovery 
schedule and now he has to strengthen 
the wrist and the arm again,” said Toni 
Nadal.

“Nadal will arrive in form for Rio. It 
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Nadal set for Toronto return ahead of Olympics

Excel boys win N2.3m NNPC/Shell Cup prize money
… Kelvin Amadi Bamaiyi, Joseph Ejeh  for Netherlands

will give him time to prepare.”
Nadal, 30, will miss Wimbledon 

after failing to recover from the wrist 
injury, which also forced his early 
withdrawal from the French Open 
last month.

He pulled out of the French Open, 
where he has been champion on nine 
occasions, after injuring a tendon in 
his left wrist after just two rounds. 
Nadal, the world number five, is keen 
to play at the Rio Olympics after being 
unable to defend his gold medal at the 
2012 London Games because of a knee 
injury.

He had been scheduled to be Spain’s 
flag-bearer at the opening ceremony. 
The Spanish federation announced 
earlier that Nadal and Garbine Mu-
guruza will lead Spain’s charge for 
Olympic tennis glory and could play 
together in the mixed doubles.

I
n a classy display of skills and 
talent, the golden boys of Excel 
Education Centre, Port Harcourt 
on Thursday clinched the 18th 
edition of the NNPC/Shell Cup 

with a 3:2 victory over their counter-
parts from Fosla Academy, Abuja. The 
prize money is a total of N8.2million 
– N3.5m for the 1st position; N2.3m 
for the 2nd position; N1.3m and N1.1 
for the 3rd and the 4th positions re-
spectively.

Kelvin Amadi of Excel School and 

Joseph Ejeh of Fosla were selected by 
the coaching crew from Feyenoord 
Academy, as the two best players 
of the tournament and would be 
sponsored for a training tour to The 
Netherlands.

In the match played at the Teslim 
Balogun Stadium, Surulere, Lagos, 
Joseph Tari of Excel opened the goals 
in the 13th minute of play when he 
beat the Fosla defenders and the 
goalkeeper to lob the ball in the net. 
The thunderous applause from the 

team’s supporters was short-lived as 
Solomon Abraham of Fosla Academy 
delivered an equaliser in the 14th 
minute. Jacob Bamaiyi shot the Ex-
cel boys back to the lead in the 33rd 
minute of play.

The second half saw Tari finding 
the net again to give victory comfort 
to his team. In a brilliant show of re-
silience and determination, Solomon 
converted a penalty to score the sec-
ond goal for his side.

A large crowd cheered the two 
teams. They included the Managing 
Director, Shell Petroleum Develop-
ment Company of Nigeria Limited 
(SPDC) and Country Chair, Shell Com-
panies in Nigeria, Mr. Osagie Okun-
bor; the Group General Manager 
CSR of NNPC, Mr. Ahmed Laminu 
who represented the Group General 
Manager of the National Petroleum 
Investment Management Services 
(NAPIMS); and President of the Nige-
ria Schools Sports Federation, Mallam 
Ibahim Mohammed.

Earlier, the boys from the Gov-
ernment Science Secondary School, 
Bauchi had defeated their Asegun 
Comprehensive High School, Ibadan 
team by 4:3 in a keenly contested yet 
very entertaining third place match.

In his comment, Mr. Okunbor 
commended the discipline exhibited 
by the students and charged them to 
live by that standard even away from 
the pitch.

“The final match is highly competi-
tive but I cannot but commend the 

level of discipline and fair displayed 
by the boys,” he said. “They should 
keep that behaviour in their studies 
and indeed in everything they do.”

He reiterated the motivation be-
hind the sponsorship of the annual 
tournament as SPDC’s belief that 
students could combine their educa-
tion with football passion without 
sacrificing one for the other.

In opening remarks before the 
match, the Group General Manager, 
NAPIMS, Mr. Dafe Sejebor, noted 
that over 700,000 students had par-
ticipated in the championship since 
inception in 1998. “We are proud 
to note that some of the footballers 
that started from here have gone on 
to play for the national teams and 
international clubs.

The final ceremonies also wit-
nessed a special performance of the 
NNPC/Shell Cup theme music by ace 
songster, Sonny Nnaji.

Also present to watch the final 
match were the representative of the 
Chief of Defence Staff, Commodore 
Ibrahim Umar and ex-international, 
Segun Odegbami.

The annual tournament, Nigeria’s 
flagship secondary school soccer 
championship, is organised by the 
Nigeria Schools Sports Federation and 
sponsored by the SPDC joint venture.

Sheikh Abubakar Gumi College, 
Kaduna won the maiden edition of 
the cup in 1999 while Rochas Okora-
cha Foundation School, Ogbuku, Imo 
State won the 2015 edition.
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F1 officials working on kerb fix

F
ormula 1 track officials are 
trying to work on a solu-
tion to fix the loose kerbs in 
Baku, following the spate of 
cut tyres that hit opening 

free practice.
The discovery of a number of dam-

aged sets of tyres after opening free 
practice proved to be the catalyst for 
the FIA to halt GP2 qualifying for a 
closer inspection.

It is understood that the inserts, 
bolts and screws used to secure the 
kerbs in place coming loose, have 
caused the issue.

F1 track designer Hermann Tilke 
said: “The bolts came loose. It’s the 
same design as Singapore and there 
is a hole that the bolts fit in.”

This led to not only the kerb sec-
tions moving, but also the tip of the 
retaining screws becoming exposed, 
which is suspected to be the cause for 
the damage to the left hand side rear 
tyres seen during the session.

ANTHONY NLEBEM Tilke suggested that the situation 
may have been caused by track ve-
hicles – including buses and lorries 
– running over the kerbs ahead of 
track action.

“We had a problem that all the 
buses from the marshals went all 
over the kerbs this morning,” he said. 
“The kerbs are not built for that heavy 
weight.

“At the moment we don’t know 
why it’s happened. We’re investi-
gating why, and what to do. We’re 
welding them now, and it should be 
good, but exactly what happened, I 
don’t know.”

With lengthy work needed to get 
the kerbs fixed, the FIA elected to not 
restart GP2 qualifying. The session 
was postponed until after F1’s second 
free practice session.

Tilke said his company was work-
ing on a solution so that track action 
could resume, although it was unclear 
if this could be completed before the 
scheduled time for second free prac-
tice to start.

Agoma Open: Adaeze win most valuable athlete

O
lympian Asigb e 
A d a e z e  V i c t o -
ria clinched gold 
medal in the fe-
male categories 

and emerged as the overall best 
athlete of the 2016 edition of 
Agoma Open Taekwondo Mar-
tial Arts Festival held recently 
between June 2 and June 4 at 
the Table Tennis Hall of the Na-
tional Stadium, Surulere, Lagos.

Expressing her delight, Adae-
ze said “I feel happy and ex-
cited because it’s been a while 
I trained coming back was like a 
little bit of struggle but I thank 
God.”

“Agoma has been competi-
tion that has given up coming 
athlete opportunity to exhibit 
their talent because it’s not all 
competition that all talent are 
allowed to exhibit their talents.”

Convener of the tournament, 
Olympian Emmanuel Oghene-
jobo, who is also the sole spon-
sor of the event, said the urge 
to give back to the society gave 
birth to the Agoma Festival.

“I needed to give something 
back to my country, it this 
Taekwondo that made me an 
Olympic silver medalist in1992 
Olympic World Champion, 
1993 All African Games medal-

ANTHONY NLEBEM ist, so I taught I needed to give 
something back to Taekwondo, 
that’s what brought about all 
this,” Oghenejobo the sponsor 
of the event since 2001 added. 

Oghenejobo further said the 
event have discovered many 
talents that have represented 
the country at international 
level.

“Many of the young men who 
have won medals at the Olym-
pics and the All African Games, 
like Chika Chukwumerije went 
through this event, and most 
of the champion in taekwondo 
past through this event.”

He however lamented the 
challenge in getting sponsors 
for the event.

“We’ve been reaching out 
to corporate bodies and gov-
ernment but the thing is we 
need professionals to do all this 
things, but we are yet to get one.

Thirty four clubs organiza-
tion comprising of fourteen 
states competed at different 
categories, which includes; 
fin weight, fly weight, banter 
weight, feather weight, light 
weight, welter weight middle-
weight, heavy weight, for male 
and female.
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The seamless legacy
O

ver the weekend, some innovative 
Nigerians unveiled an exciting offer-
ing that is a sure aid to doing business 
in Lagos. It is really a novel offering 
that provides world-class office 

spaces for those who hitherto faced challenges 
in finding such due to high rent, unavailability of 
such offerings among others.

Set on #169 Danmole Street in Victoria Island, 
the office spaces provided by Legacy Serviced 
Offices enable clients who want to acquire new 
offices for their businesses to pay and move in with 
ready-made facilities such as furniture, internet 
connection, security guards, receptionists, clean-
ers among others.

With the offering, which is a new line of busi-
ness in the real estate industry, Legacy Serviced 
Offices hopes to plug and play immediately to the 
satisfaction of its clients. As well, the service is 
unique in the sense that clients who want to ac-
quire new office in Lagos or any part of the country 
are saved from the hassles of getting comfortable 
and strategically located offices for their business 
because Legacy provides everything they need 
for an ideal office.

While Legacy Serviced Company is a dream 
come true for Kayode Adegbola, its proprietor, the 
organisation aims to provide this kind of service, 
especially needed in a developing economy like Ni-
geria where there are growing small and medium 
enterprises despite the discouraging economic 
variables in the country.

“We intend to deliver offices to both local and 
foreign companies, whereby if they decide to 
move into their office and pay for the space to-
day, they can have it, because there is furniture, 
internet connection, cleaners, security guards 
and receptionists, among other facilities that have 
been provided for”, Adegbola, a graduate of Law 
from Queen Mary University, London, explains 
at the opening ceremony presided over by Ituah 

Ighodalo, pastor, Trinity House Church Lagos.
Adegbola hopes to expand and bring the offering 

closer to the door-steps of his clients in cities such 
as Abuja, Port-Harcourt, Enugu, Calabar among 
others, while eyeing the West Africa region and 
African markets in the future.

On the rationale behind the multi-million naira 
investment, the proprietor says his interest in real 
estate is the driving force. “I have always been 
interested in real estate and properties. Legacy 
Serviced Offices is an idea that came to my mind 
last year. It took me a few months of inactivity (in 
trying to establish it) because I have some other 
businesses that I am running, but today the dream 
has come true. Legacy is my first investment”, he 
says.

Just setting off in business, Legacy Serviced Of-
fices plans to give back to the society by provid-
ing free regular capacity building programmes 
to equip aspiring entrepreneurs in the country, 
a gesture most of the dignitaries at the opening 
ceremony commended for its long-term develop-
ment goal.
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6 beauty & fashion pointers

D
ue to several factors, the number 
of people wearing prescription 
glasses is on the increase. But how 
do you narrow down your search 
for the perfect frames when 

there’s so much choice out there. The best tip 
is to find an optician who knows all the ways 
to help you look your stunning best, that’s 
how. So wear the right glasses and, boom- you 
get an instantaneous style transformation.

MABEL DIMMA

Here are some beauty and fashion pointers for the fashionista corporate boss; look and work 
smart because being smart pays the bills, being fashionable, though good, does not. 

When dressing for the office, always take some extra time to select your shoes.
 Mid-heel court shoes, sandals and pumps are better options because comfort is key while 

at work, especially if your job entails constant movement because being clumsy due to too 
high a heel might cause you a series of ‘accidents’ in the office. Also, while the colour of 
your shoe is not a primary concern, it is best if your shoes are not too ‘party like’. Hues like 
brown, beige, black, grey or mixed colour and patterns are pretty cool.

Hey fashionistas, keep your makeup for the 
office moderate and in fact simple. 

It does add extra credits on your appraisal if 
you go to work every day looking like it’s your 
wedding day or you have a social function 
to attend to. For a natural look go for natural 
beiges, soft pinks and enjoy the fullness of 
mascara by keeping it simple.

Accessories compliments for your outfits, 
so do not allow your accessories to over 
shadow your clothing’, especially at the office. 
I would advise the use of moderate earrings 
and bracelets instead of bangles because of 
the clanging and jingling sounds made by 
bangles. If you choose to wear long, dangling 
earrings; you will do fine without necklace. 

For the gentlemen, we all know Fridays are 
‘dress up’ with natives or casuals to work.

 In fact everyone always look forward to 
TGIF, thank God it’s Friday. So while you are in 
the dress up mode and you decide on wearing 
native, kindly leave your pair of socks behind. 
Socks is made for the formal western wear of 
suit because of the weather over there, but we 
have borrowed it and made it part of us. Let 
your feet enjoy some air and breathe.

The smell of success is appealing. You want 
to work into a room, no matter how crowded 
and have heads turned just by your scent, 
that is, the smell of your perfume. You may 
be surprised to a sweet smell gets attention 
faster than good looks. Best thing to lookout 
for is ensure you don’t spray too much that it 
becomes nauseating or irritating.
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“
1 year on, aluta continua & we remain resolute in making the 
CHANGE a reality in the lives of Nigerians. It is our collective 
responsibility,” Amina posted on one of the social media plat-
forms. Before that post was a previous one, with her picture 
of her face super imposed on that of an elephant with the 

inscription, “I am Amina Mohammed. I am an elephant”, with a 
footnote saying ‘wildlife crime just got personal’.

It is that personal touch she brings into her work that makes her 
fresh and endearing to many. Indeed it is the little things that count. 
Recent activities in the country, especially the flag-off of the more 
than 20 years controversial Ogoni clean-up in Niger Delta region 
has thrown Amina J. Mohammed positively into the limelight. 
After several long drawn battles between past administrations in 
the country, the oil companies, environmental activists, and the 
Ogoni people, in less than eight months in office, she and her boss, 
President Muhammadu Buhari seem to have succeeded where 
several others have failed.  

On the flag-off she says: “We came into office in November and 
quickly attended the climate change conference that lasted two 
weeks. Coming back at the end of the conference in December, one 
of the first things we did was to come straight to Ogoni land to see 
what this is about because it was one of Mr. President’s campaign 
promises. A lot happened since then including reaching out to the 
UNEP who had done the report, asking them to come and review 
it; looking at the processes that had taken place in the last govern-
ment and then actually visiting the area to see what is needed to 
be done. This year has been all about getting the stakeholders back 
on board. There has been a lot of mistrust, and we have been mak-
ing this promise for decades and I think this government is about 
going to where the problem is and not everyone trooping to Abuja 

MABEL DIMMA

The little things that count

to make their complains.”
Call it fate or luck, Amina is one blessed woman who has worked 

with several presidents, over the past six years, topping it off with 
her present position as Minister of Environment, when she was 
appointed into President Buhari’s cabinet on November 11, 2015.

Always dressed in her Nigerian attire and accessorized in her 
trademark matching shawl and scarf, Amina is a role model for 
women who desires to make impact and actualize their dreams.  She 
is mentioned as a key player in the post-2015 development process, 
serving as the Special Adviser to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon 
on post-2015 development planning. While in that role, she acted 
as the link between the Secretary-General, his High Level Panel of 
eminent persons (HLP), and the General Assembly’s Open Working 
Group (OWG), among other stakeholders. 

Prior to this position, Mohammed served as Founder and CEO 
of the Center for Development Policy Solutions and as an Adjunct 
Professor for the Master’s in Development Practice programme at 
Columbia University. Previously, she acted as the Senior Special As-
sistant to the President of Nigeria on the Millennium Development 
Goals. In 2005, she was charged with the coordination of Nigeria’s 
debt relief funds toward the achievement of the MDGs. From 
2002-2005, Mohammed coordinated the Task Force on Gender and 
Education for the UN Millennium Project.

During the flag-off of the Ogoni-land clean up, connecting a 
woman to her job, Amina spoke like she has been trained for the job. 

When she was asked by BDSunday in a recent interview, what the 
President had in mind for the task going by the depth of knowledge 
and sophistication that she has brought on the table in regards to this 
complicated task. She said; “I do not believe anybody has any idea 
that he was going to put me in Environment. I did not even know 
he was going to nominate me. It was a surprise. My career track has 
proved that. What I know is, whatever you throw at me in the civil 
service, I will embrace it because I am a daughter of a civil servant. 
I was brought up in a family where integrity matters; you cannot 
walk past anyone where you see injustice. I am allergic to injustice. 
That does not work. It does not matter, performance matters where 

I come from. It is about humanity. Injustice is injustice to man or 
animal. That is why I am the way I am. Wherever you find yourself, 
you must fight that fight so far as it is about humanity.” 

The amazon received the National Honours Award of the Order 
of the Federal Republic in 2006 and was inducted in the Nigerian 
Women’s Hall of Fame in 2007.

Apart from the Niger Delta region, Amina also visited Shikira in 
Niger state where there were reports on lead poisoning to collect 
first hand data on the situation.

Earlier in her career in 1991, Amina was the founder and execu-
tive director of Afri-Projects Consortium, a multidisciplinary firm 
of engineers and quantity surveyors. Between 1981 and 1991, she 
worked with the architectural engineering firm Archcon Nigeria 
in association with Norman and Dawbarn, UK. 

Born in 1961 Amina was special adviser to Ban Ki-moon, United 
Nations Secretary-General on Post-2015 Development Planning. 
She has been working in the field of development for more than 30 
years both in the public sector and the private sector. Prior to her 
current appointment, she was the CEO and founder of the think 
tank Center for Development Policy Solutions. 

Between 2002 and 2005, she worked in the United Nations Mil-
lennium Project as a coordinator of the Task Force on Gender and 
Education. Since April 5, 2016, she has served as chair of the Water 
Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council (WSSCC).
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Jerry Rawlings

I
n March 1968, Jerry 
John Rawlings trav-
elled to Sekondi-Tako-
radi in Ghana to study 
as a pilot officer. He 

graduated in January 1969, 

second term as President. 
Rawlings’ term of office end-
ed in 2001. 

In October 2010, Jerry 
John Rawlings was named 
African Union Envoy to So-
malia.  He has given lectures 
in universities, including 
at the Oxford University. 
October 2001, he received 
honorary degree Doctorate 
of Letters from the Univer-
sity for Development Stud-
ies. This was in recognition 
of his contribution to the 
establishment of the Uni-
versity. In 1993 he used his 
US$50,000 Hunger Project 
cash prize in as seed money 
to sponsor the establish-
ment of the state-owned 
university, the first of its 
kind in the three Northern 
Regions. In October 2013, he 
received Global Champion 
for People’s Freedom by the 
Mkiva Humanitarian Foun-
dation. 

Born on June 22, 1947, 
in Accra, Gold Coast, now 
Ghana, to Victoria Agbotui 
and J James Ramsey John, 
a Scottish chemist Jerry 
John Rawlings attended 
Achimota School. Rawlings 
is married to Nana Konadu 
Agyeman and have three 
daughters.

Dosu Joseph

D
osu Joseph was the 
only home based 
player to be in-
cluded in Nigeria’s 

1996 Olympic team, where 
despite been the least experi-
enced of the three goalkeep-
ers ended up as the team’s 
first choice goalkeeper. After 
winning Gold with the Super 
Eagles in the 1996 Olympics, 
he went on to play three 
more international games 
for Nigeria. The November 
1996 FIFA World Cup quali-
fiers against Burkina Faso, 
which the Super Eagles won 

2–0 in Lagos; the friendly 
against Morocco in Decem-
ber 1996, where he kept 
another clean sheet, and the 
FIFA World Cup qualifier 
against Kenya in January 
1997 and the match against 
Kenya which ended in a 1–1 
draw, was his last game for 
the Nigeria.

Dosu helped Julius Berg-
er win the Nigerian FA Cup 
in November 1996, by keep-
ing a clean sheet in the finals 
against Katsina United. His 
career came to an abrupt end 
after a serious car accident 
in Lagos in 1997, almost left 
him paralyzed. After the 
1996 Olympics, Dosu signed 
with Serie A club Reggiana. 
He never got to make an im-
pact in Italy and was forced 
to hang his boots at a young 
age of 23, due to his career 
ending automobile accident. 
He later joined the list of Ni-
gerian former national team 
prayers who are now coach-
es. He started his coaching 
career 2009 as Head coach 
by Lagos based Westerlo 
Football Academy. Born 
on June 19, 1973 in Abuja, 
Dosu Joseph is married and 
blessed with children. 
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and was commissioned a 
pilot officer, winning the 
coveted “Speed Bird Trophy” 
as the best cadet in flying 
and airmanship. He earned 
the rank of flight lieutenant 

in April 1978. On May 29, 
1979, Rawlings, together 
with six other soldiers were 
arrested, by the Ghanaian 
Militia for a coup attempt on 
the government of General 
Fred Akuffo, and Rawlings 
appeared before a General 
Court Martial, charged with 
leading a squad of soldiers on 
May 15, 1979. While await-
ing his execution, Rawlings 
was sprung from custody 
on June 4, 1979 by a group of 
soldiers He led the insurgent 
that ousted the Supreme 
Military Council from office 
with Armed Forces Revolu-
tionary Council (AFRC).

Immediately following 
the overthrow of the Gen. 
Akufo government, Rawl-
ings and his men embarked 
on what was term “house-
cleaning”. They immediately 
executed all former heads 
of state. When presiden-
tial elections were held in 
1992, Rawlings stood as the 
candidate for the National 
Democratic Congress (NDC), 
the successor party to the 
PNDC. Election returns on 
3 November 1992 revealed 
that Rawlings had won 58.3 
percent of the vote, for a 
landslide victory. In 1996, 
Rawlings went on to win a 

With his children 

With Nana Konadu
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Chef Mwaura’s Braised Lamb shanks in herbs jus

I
f you are a regular at Southern Sun Ikoyi Hotel, especially 
at the restaurant for breakfast, lunch or dinner, you will 
always notice the presence of Chef Alex Mwaura who 
comes around to cheer up his guests.

The Kenyan-born culinary expert is the executive 
chef at Southern Sun Ikoyi boasting over 27 years of culinary 
experience and as executive chef for 15years now in over 
five countries.

 However, he has a specialty called Braised Lamb shanks in 
herbs jus, and hopes you will enjoy it. Below is his presenta-
tion of this special delicacy:

Shanks are cut out of lamb hide leg in the middle just below 
the bulk meat. 

Shanks are popular for their diligent succulent lamb taste 
and were traditionally done in clay pot for hours slowly 
which made them become a story telling dish during celebra-
tion times as people wait for it to cook. 

Shanks are mostly served as a dinner meal with red wine, 
especially crispy ones which can also be added to the meal 
while cooking to enhance flavor.

Lamb is a rich source of protein and vitamin B12 which 
helps in formation of blood. It is also a very good source of iron 
but always trim any fat around as it is also high in cholesterol 

Ingredients 
6pcs  lamb shanks,
100mls  olive oil 
10gms  dried rosemary 
10gms  dried thyme 
40gms  butter 
100gms  onion, diced 
100gms  celery, diced 
100gms  carrot, diced 
4 cloves  garlic, minced 
100gms  Demi-glace powder
1 teaspoon  minced fresh rosemary leaves
500gms  mashed Irish potatoes 
300gms  seasonal mixed vegetables 
Salt and roasted grounded black pepper for seasoning
Preparation:
Season the shanks with the dry herd, salt and black pepper
In four liters of water brunch the shanks together with the 

OBINNA EMELIKE

diced vegetables(leave some vegetables to make brunoises for 
garnish) until they are about 75 percent cooked, it takes about 
2 hours in low heat 60 degrees centigrade 

Strain and then infuse the demi-glaceinto the stock
 Add in the shanks and slowly braise until they are nicely 

tender
The gravy will reduce by almost half, adjust the seasoning 

to taste 
Butter the mash potatoes and season.
Sautee the mix vegetables with olive oil and onions.
Serve each shank with mash and mixed vegetables, one 

shank per person
Garnish with the vegetablebrunoises and the fresh rose-

mary.



Delightful time at Buckwyld & Breathless concert 
MABEL DIMMA

I
f there are two things Nigeria has in abun-
dance, it is hot throbbing music jams and an 
amazing sense of humour which Kenyans 
witnessed recently, when 2Baba and Ace 
comedian Ali Baba thrilled them this past 

week in their country. 
The fun time was such that MC Jessy, MC Jessy 

confessed that Buckwyld & Breathless concert is 
undoubtedly the Kenyan concert of the year and 
would not be forgotten in a hurry as Campari Sen-
ator, 2Baba, alongside King of Nigerian Comedy, 
Ali Baba along with Kenyan Comedian, Mwalim 
Churchill, Sauti Sol, Vanessa Mdee among many 
others gave fans and lovers of Campari the ulti-
mate experience in African music, comedy and 
dance.

The epoch event, hosted by Ali Baba, which held 
on Saturday, June 11th at the Carnivore Simba Sa-
loon in Nairobi, Kenya, was graced by numerous 
beautiful Kenyan men and women who eagerly 
showed their excitement at spending an evening 
with the line-up of entertainers and also mingled 
with other Nigerians present. 

With rib cracking sessions from Ali Baba and 

7
    BUSINESSDAY | www.businessdayonline.com | Sunday  19  June   2016

Churchill alongside pulsating performances from 
Sauti Sol, Vanessa MDee, Della among other acts 
got guests fired up for more excitement. Campari 
ambassador, 2Baba later came on stage, to do what 
he knows how to do best, even having guests sing 
along to every song he performed. 

The Campari Safari team which arrived Ke-
nya on Friday as part of the Buckwyld & Breathless 
concert as well and also to enjoy a Safari trip with 
the Senator, 2Baba himself were very enamored 
with the country.

“We are excited to be a part of the Buckwild 
& Breathless concert as well as being able to 
give Campari and 2Baba fans the opportunity 
to share this experience with him. Our  ‘Dare to 
Mix’ promotion which has been in full drive for 
five years selected true advocates of Campari 
to be on this trip. The concert is just a part of 
the fun... The Safari experience is next. Expect 
many other exciting activities from Kenya,” said 
Abayomi Ajao, head of marketing, Brian Munro 
Limited  while  speaking on the concert and ex-
plaining the reason behind rewarding fans with 
the all expense paid Safari trip. 

The concert which was organized for campari 
lovers, was an all expense paid trip attended by 
popular actress and wife to 2Baba, Annie Idibia 
alongside CEO, Nowmuzik, Efe Omorogbe .



T
he surroundings of 
Swiss Villa Suites 
Limited located at 
15, Cornelius Odin-
jor Crescent, Behind 

Union Bank, Chevy View Estate, 
off Chevron Drive, Lekki-Epe Ex-
pressway, Lagos, is breath taking. 
The warmness of its environment 
is extremely pampering. A sick 
soul is likely to find the hotel a 
healing balm once stepped into 
the positively seducing ambi-
ance which is aided by the warm 
white lamps and the chilling air-
conditioners. 

A home away from home, 
Swiss Villa offer distinct deluxe 
rooms ranging from the silver 
rooms, gold rooms, diamond 
rooms and presidential suite. 
Swiss Villa offers impeccable 
personalized service standards 
tailored to the discerning trav-
eler who value comfort, style 
and consistency in service. All 
its rooms are uniquely designed 
for relaxation and entertainment 
within its serene environment. 

The cleanliness of the Swiss 
Villa, particularly that of its 
swimming pool is second to 
none. Customer in his or her 
right frame of mind would resist 
the temptation to drop dirts on 
its grand no matter how tiny due 
to its tidiness and compactness.

From the amiable reception 
hall of Swiss Villa where courte-
ous and uniformed attendants 
are on hand to welcome custom-
ers with a delightful smile, to the 
floors corridors leading to differ-
ent sections of the hotel, and to 
the rooms itself, it is naturalness 
at its very best. It is a fresh breath 
of nature like experience.  With 
Inviting, modern, spacious and 
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sets. Its security arrangement is 
highly commendable with the 
usage of electronic card key in 
addition to the scrupulously 
focus security men at the main 
entrance of the hotel.  

The hotel pride itself on de-

veloping mutually rewarding 
relationships with our meeting 
planners and delivering a con-
sistently satisfying experience. 
Gym facilities are also available 
for customers’ fitness at the Lekki 
Swiss Villa. 

Examplary atmosphere 
at the Swiss Villa

cosy and comfortable bed, and 
a functional bathroom, the Le-
kki Swiss Villa’s rooms has got 
everything customers’ need for 
a pleasant stay. 

Flat screen television , cable 
TV, refrigerators, safe deposit 
boxes available in reception, 
comforters and pillows, airy 
bathrooms with designer ame-
nities, phone line, computers, 
high-speed internet access and 
24 hours standby generator. Cus-
tomers who visit the hotels will 
sure have a reason to visit again!

The various rooms are all sat-
isfactory by industry’s standard 
but again, just as the glory of 
the world differs from the glory 
of Heaven, the splendour and 
the prices of Lekki Swiss Villa’s 
apartments also expectedly dif-
fer. The presidential section is 
for the big guys/ladies who are 
ready to pay extra to dwell in an 
extremely pampering vista.

Then come to the main point, 
which is the bar itself; as it is 
the tradition of this page to give 
credit to a well organized bar. 
The atmosphere of its bar is very 
conducive-where customers re-
lax with drinks of their choice and 
mouth watering local and conti-
nental menu from its restaurant. 

The Lekki Swiss Villa’ bar is 
a favourite hangout for both 
locals and tourists. It offers an 
incredible collection of all top-
shelf vodkas, whiskeys, scotches, 
cordials and cognacs. There is 
also wine and a great selection 
of fine local and foreign beer. 
The atmosphere at the Lekki 
Swiss Villa’s bar is truly friendly 
to the human body coupled with 
its lovely smell that the nose 
cannot refuse. It is a hang out 
spot for total refreshment. Its 

bar and restaurant are tastefully 
furnished spots customers may 
not be able to resist.    

     The fear of power failure is 
also alien to Lekki Swiss Villa’s 
customers. It is a 24-hour energy 
affair with standby generating 


