
BUSINESS  DAY

SUNDAYBD 
  Sunday 16 July 2017*       Vol 1, No. 174                                   N300

Politics
PDP: Winners and 
losers of Supreme 
Court verdict

Pages 16-17

Travel
It’s time
to travel
within

Page 38

When nature refuses to be caged

L-R: Abdullahi Umar Ganduje, Kano State governor; Frank Aigbogun, publisher/CEO, BusinessDay, and Okezie Ikpeazu, Abia State
governor, at the 2017 BusinessDay States Competitiveness and Good Governance Awards held at Transcorp Hilton, Abuja.               
                    Pic by TUNDE ADENIYI.

Page 9

NewsFeature
Gov Emmanuel: 
A well-deserved 
honour for an 
illustrious son

Page 26

Interview
How Indorama-
Eleme Petrochemicals, 
other coys can survive 
in host communities - 
Monarch

See story on page 4

Pages 10-11

NewsFeature
Wearied, deprived, demoralised
…Lamentations of Nigerian 
soldiers in Boko Haram war

Focus
Different routes, same 
destination: Of Kanu’s 
secession bid and 
Agbakoba’s legal approach

Pages 12-13

Lagos flood:



M
u c h  l i k e  t h e 
much-touted 13 
February tele-
phone conver-
sation between 

President Muhammadu Buhari 
and his United States counter-
part, Donald Trump, which liter-
arily broke the Nigerian internet 
space, Acting President Yemi 
Osinbajo’s trip to London last 
Tuesday to meet with the ailing 
Nigerian president dominated 
public discourse for the better 
part of last week. 

If the apparent urgency and 
secrecy of that trip had agitated 
the minds of Nigerians, the near 
confidentiality with which its 
purpose and outcome were 
handled raised the bar of suspi-
cion of foul play.

Osinbajo had, after making 
brief remarks at the Presidential 
Quarterly Business Forum he 
held with the private sector at 
the Presidential Villa on Tues-
day, jetted out to visit President 
Buhari who had been on medical 
vacation in London since May 7. 
He quickly returned to the coun-
try to preside over Wednesday’s 
Federal Executive Council (FEC) 
meeting.

The news of the meeting 
was broken in a tweet by Laolu 
Akande, Osinbajo’s spokesman, 
at about 7:34 pm on Tuesday 
without giving any detail.

Most of Osinbajo’s key aides 
and cabinet members were 
oblivious of the trip, even as a 
national daily reported the trip 
was a closely guarded secret 
and carried out through “co-
vert diplomatic and intelligence 
methods”.

Osinbajo

IssueOfTheWeek

SUNDAYBD 2 Sunday 16 July  2017C002D5556

Osinbajo’s London trip and allied matters
In the absence of the right in-

formation from the appropriate 
quarters, rumours and specula-
tions took the centre stage.

Purported reasons for the 
trip

Up until Wednesday when 
the acting president broke the 
ice and the purpose and outcome 
of the meeting began to filter out 
in bits and pieces, much of what 
was known remained in the 
realm of conjecture.

While some Nigerians specu-
lated that it could have been 
a fallout of the report by wife 
of the president, Aisha Buhari, 
barely 24 hours earlier, that her 
husband was recovering quickly 
and that “hyenas and jackals” 
in her husband’s government 
would be flushed out soon, a 
source claimed “the trip had 
been planned in the past three 
weeks but was only known to 
few people for strategic reasons”.

An online medium, Naij.
com, had come up with eight 
reasons why Osinbajo may 
have visited President Buhari 
in the UK. The reasons the 
medium gave included to check 
on the president’s health after 
Aisha Buhari brought back 
news of the president’s im-
proved condition; to intimate 
the president of the growing 
disconnect between the execu-
tive and legislature; to report 
the Aso Rock cabal who are 
said to have been working to 
undermine the influence of 
the acting president and the 
smo oth running of  gover-
nance; and to inform the presi-
dent of the general situation of 
the country.

Others were to brief Buhari 
on the implementation of the 

2017 budget which was passed 
in his absence; to intimate him 
about the state of things as re-
gards the Biafra agitation; to 
inform the president of the agita-
tion for the country’s restructur-
ing which is gaining momentum; 
and to brief him on the current 
state of things as regards the 
fight against insurgency and the 
menace of the Fulani herdsmen.

Osinbajo breaks silence
But while these specula-

tions rent the air, Osinbajo on 
Wednesday told State House 
Correspondents in Abuja that his 
meeting with President Buhari 
was fruitful, that he was able to 
see Buhari face to face, and that 
he briefed the “recuperating 
president” on the activities in the 
country. Osinbajo also said the 
president would soon be back to 
the country.

Asked what he had discussed 
with Buhari, Osinbajo said, 
“Well, first as you know I went 
to see him, I went to check up on 
him to find out how he was do-
ing. I had of course been speak-
ing on the phone and I thought it 
will be a good thing to go and see 
him and, you know, generally 
check up on how he was doing 
and also to brief him on develop-
ments back at home.”

He added, “So we had a very 
good time, we had a very good 
conversation on wide-ranging 
issues and he is in very good 
spirits, he is recuperating very 
quickly and he is doing very 
well.”

When he was asked specifi-
cally about the President’s state 
of health, Osinbajo said, “Well, 
as I have said he is in very high 
spirits, he is recuperating very 
well and we had very long con-

versation, we spoke for well over 
an hour and his humour is all 
there. He is doing well and he is 
recuperating fast.”

Osinbajo also said Nigerians 
should expect Buhari back to the 
country “very, very shortly” and 
that the president would be back 
“much sooner perhaps than you 
will expect”.

He reiterated that he had 
discussed “wide-ranging issues” 
with Buhari but was, however, 
unwilling to “go into specifics 
of all of the discussions we had”.

Against the backdrop of spec-
ulations that part of the discus-
sion was the inauguration of 
the two ministers cleared by 
the Senate, Osinbajo said the 
swearing-in of the two ministers 
did not feature in their discus-
sion and that there was no date 
yet for their inauguration.

Nigerians doubtful
But many Nigerians are still 

in doubt regarding the presi-
dent’s true state of health. They 
recall that in February, shortly 
before Buhari’s return to the 
country, Osinbajo had assured 
everyone that he spoke with 
Buhari on the phone and that the 
president was “hale and hearty”.

“The president is hale and 
hearty. I spoke to the president 
just this afternoon and we had 
a long conversation. He was 
interested in knowing about the 
budget process and how far we 
have gone and the meeting to-
day with the private sector and 
the economic recovery growth 
plan and I informed him about 
the protest march and feedback 
about what people are saying 
about the economy. He is in 
good shape,” Osinbajo said on 
February 6.

But on his return to the coun-
try on March 10, Buhari told 
government officials during a 
meeting, to the consternation of 
all Nigerians, “I couldn’t recall 
being so sick since I was a young 
man, including in the military 
with its ups and downs.”

Divided house
There are indications that 

Acting President Osinbajo is not 
fully in charge of the nation’s 
affairs. This is even as he does 
not seem to be enjoying the full 
support of some members of the 
cabinet who are not fully com-
mitted to his being in charge. 

Mazi Sam Ohuabunwa, re-
nowned industrialist, echoed 
this sentiment in a recent article 
“Nigeria and the parable of the 
plane on auto-pilot”, where he 
compared Nigeria to a troubled 
plane on auto-pilot.

“In this plane, the captain is 
sick and so can be assumed to 
be sleeping. So the co-pilot is 
awake which is good. But the 
equipment in front of the co-
pilot seems not to be exactly 
what is in front of the captain. 
His equipment is hamstrung and 
suboptimal. And so I am wor-

chuks oluigbo ried that this co-pilot may have 
problem adequately steering 
the plane in the current rough 
weather that Nigeria has run 
into,” Ohuabunwa said.

He also suggested that the 
co-pilot “seems not to have full 
empowerment to steer the plane 
at this period of rough weather” 
and as such, “fatigue and incom-
petent equipment may imperil 
the plane and its full load of pas-
sengers”.

Furthermore, Ohuabunwa 
observed that “the crew seems 
to have divided loyalty to the 
co-pilot who to all intents and 
purposes has become the acting 
captain”.

“Rather than take orders from 
the co-pilot, some crew mem-
bers first have to ask the rest-
ing captain before responding, 
some others ignore the co-pilot 
outright,” he said.

To buttress this point, a reli-
able source said on Wednesday 
that some powerful people in 
government who have access 
to the president had painted a 
wrong picture of the situation 
at home to Buhari in order to 
create a wedge between him and 
Osinbajo.

The visit to Buhari in London 
on Tuesday, therefore, may have 
been an avenue to brief the 
president on certain decisions he 
had taken and also clear misgiv-
ings that he had abandoned the 
president’s agenda, he said.

Governance suffers
Buhari’s continued absence 

and Osinbajo’s apparent limited 
powers to fully take control of 
affairs of state have meant that 
governance is suffering as key 
decisions have been kept in 
abeyance.

For instance, the House of 
Representatives on Tuesday 
moved a motion asking Osinbajo 
to inaugurate the ministers who 
had been screened and cleared 
by the Senate.

Stephen Ocheni from Kogi 
State and Suleiman Hassan 
from Gombe State, who had 
been nominated as ministers 
by President Buhari in March, 
were screened and cleared by 
the Senate on May 3. Ocheni 
is to replace James Ocholi who 
died in an accident last year, 
while Hassan is to take the place 
of Amina Mohammed who has 
gone to take up an appointment 
at the United Nations.

But beyond the issue of minis-
ters, the 45 non-career ambassa-
dorial nominees who were con-
firmed by the Senate on March 
23 and the additional three who 
were approved on June 7 are yet 
to receive their postings, even 
as Geoffrey Onyeama, minister 
of foreign affairs, said lack of 
ambassadors was affecting bi-
lateral relations; boards of many 
Federal Government agencies 
are yet to be appointed, among 
numerous other pending issues.



L-R: Mike Lawani, Comfort Ubosi, Both Grand Patron, Uche Ogah, Patron  Elemanya Ebilah, and  
Olutoyin  Okeowo, also a patron at the 20th Anniversary 1997-2017 thanksgiving Service and award 
Ceremony  of Daughters of Light Society held at Archbishop Vining memorial Church Cathedral ikeja 
recently.

L-R: Marshal Stanley-Uwom, deputy speaker, Rivers State House of Assembly; Friday Nke-ee, 
member Rivers State House of Assembly; Reginald Chukwuemeka Okeya, director MTN Founda-
tion, and Obinna Nweje, general manager eastern region, MTN Nigeria, at the MTN Foundation 
‘WhatCanWeDoTogether’ Phase 2 Appreciation party in Rivers State Recently.
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L-R: Lachi Iheanacho, general manager HoustonTec;, Osondu C. Nwokoro, director external affairs, 
ntel; Inusa Bello, director sales, ntel; Joyce Nwanosike, general manager facilities, ntel, and Onyeka 
Nkwuocha, managing director, Hergel Communications Limited at the official launch of ntel NOVA 
phone in Port Harcourt.

R-L: Udom Emmanuel, governor, Akwa Ibom State; Ayodele Fayose, governor, Ekiti State and 
chairman PDP Governors’ Forum; Okezie Ikpeazu, governor, Abia State, and Rochas Okorocha, 
governor, Imo State, during the grand reception for Governor Emmanuel by Ibibio Nation at Asan 
Ibibio, Uyo

L-R: Sokonte Huttin Davies, executive director, marine operation matter, Nigeria Port Authority 
(NPA); Hadiza Bala Usman, managing director, NPA; Abdur Razaq Balogun, executive secretary/
CEO, Lagos State Security Trust Fund (LSSTF), and Yemi Idowu, board member, LSSTF, during 
LSSTF courtesy visit to NPA head office in Lagos.

Isaac Adewole, minister of health, (l) consoling Olufunke Osotimehin, widow of the late executive 
director of United Nations Population Fund (UNFA), Babatunde Osotimehin, during a memorial pro-
gramme by UN Systems for the deceased in Abuja, with them are family friends, Adebisi Ogunniyi and 
Folake Majekodunmi. United  Nations has named a hall in the renovated UN Building in Abuja after 
Prof. Osotimehin. NAN

Ibe Kachikwu, minister of state for petroleum resources, (r) addressing a news conference on Global 
Petroleum Issues in Abuja, with him are Segun Adekunle, Nigeria’s national representative on 
OPEC, (l) and Umar Faouk, OPEC governor (Nigeria). NAN

L-R: Isaac Adewole, minister of health; Animu Garba, chairman board of trustees, Community Health 
and Research Initiative, and Luther-King Fasehun, representative of the wife of the Senate President, 
at the ANHEJ maiden health communications conference in Abuja. NAN
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A 
strong moral restraint is 
required to down-play effu-
siveness or emotive outpour-
ing that could appropriately 
capture nature’s fury as dem-

onstrated in the heavy downpour and dev-
astating flooding in Lagos penultimate Sat-
urday which demystified a self-acclaimed 
megacity and its expensive, highbrow 
neighbourhoods.

That’s perhaps what often happens 
when man becomes too meddlesome and 
carefree with a superior power to which he 
owes love and tender care.

Looking at the unusual turbulence and 
the fury of the elements (heavenly bodies) 
of a particular season in the English society 
of his time, William Shakespeare, the ce-
rebral and celebrated English playwright, 
observed, “It’s either there is civil strife in 
heaven or the earth too saucy with the gods 
incenses insurrection,” thus linking all that 
happened to the anger of a being above or 
beneath.

What happened in Lagos, Nigeria’s com-
mercial nerve centre, on Saturday, July 8, 
was really a clear expression of anger by 
a furious nature whose balance has been 
mindlessly distorted by humans whose 
efforts in the last decade or more have not 
stopped at just distorting the natural balance 
of the eco-system, but also extended to cag-
ing nature permanently.

But it was not only Lagos that was af-
fected. In Suleja, Niger State, more than 100 
houses were said to have been flooded while 
about 10 persons were feared dead follow-
ing the heavy downpour that began in the 
early hours of Sunday.

Last Wednesday, the News Agency of 
Nigeria (NAN) reported that while com-
miserating with victims of the latest flood 
disaster in Lagos and Niger States, Sulei-
man Adamu, Minister of Water Resources, 
warned that about 30 states and over 100 
local government areas, which had been 
categorised as high flood risk areas, could 
expect flooding this year.

“Annually, there is an average of 1,000 
cubic metres precipitation with over 760 
cubic metres evaporation, resulting in a 
balance of approximately 240 cubic metres 
as runoff. When this added to the over 88 
cubic metres trans-boundary water (that is 
Niger and Benue river systems), we get a to-
tal surface water of about 328 cubic metres,” 
NAN quoted Adamu to have said.

“Far less than 50 cubic metres of this 
runoff is impounded in reservoirs, leaving 
a surplus of over 250 cubic metres which 
should be controlled, harvested and man-
aged before ending up in the Atlantic 
Ocean.”

The minister, however, gave assurance 
that the flow of this water would be con-
stantly monitored by the Nigeria Hydro-
logical Services Agency (NIHSA), while flood 
alerts would continue to be issued across the 
country. He also advised that people should 
adhere to the advice in the recent Annual 
Flood Outlook issued by the NIHSA and 
other flood alerts by related agencies.

“The ministry and its relevant agencies 
will continue to sensitise the public and 
warn them against abuse of the environ-
ment as well as the importance of tree 
planting in efforts to reduce erosion and 
flooding,’’ he said, while also calling on the 
state and local governments to also embark 
on similar sensitisation campaigns on flood-
ing, particularly at the grassroots level.

Peculiar case of Lagos
Lagos is unarguably a special and unique 

environment. The key to understanding 
this Africa’s most populous city is in the 
water. From the sea, Lagos rose from being 
a humble port city to an economic and po-
litical powerhouse and sprawling home to 
around 22 million people. An unconfirmed 
report says the city derived its name from 
water, explaining that the word ‘Lagos’ is a 
Portuguese word for ‘lakes’.

A lot of things have gone wrong through the 
action and inaction of the city state govern-
ment and the residents.

Uncontrolled human activity
The Lagos State government has blamed 

the incident on illegal dumping into water 
channel by the residents and has assured 
that it has activated its emergency response 
system to respond efficiently where neces-
sary.

Adedipe says the drainage system, par-
ticularly in Lekki, is too shallow and may not 
have been properly connected to the lagoon. 
When there is no proper connection of the 
drainage and the lagoon, he says, flood is 
inevitable when it rains.

“Even the shallow drainage that has been 
created, people, because of their dirtiness 
and stupidity, dump refuse in there, block-
ing the water from flowing,” he says.

Some environmentalists and urban de-
velopment experts, however, think there is 
still more to it.

Rapid urbanisation without commen-
surate infrastructure

Lagos has a large and growing population 
of about 22 million people with fast-paced 
urbanisation, but nothing concrete is being 
done to match facilities and basic infrastruc-
ture with this growth.

“When urbanisation is taking place and 
less attention is being paid to how we build 
and dispose garbage, what we get is what 
we see on yearly basis,” says Bode Adediji, 
an estate surveyor and valuer.

“As a professional, I have been familiar 
with the hues and cries concerning flooding 
in Nigeria in the past 50 years, but despite 
these frequent challenges, we have not 
been able to tackle the root causes from an 
intellectual and professional standpoint. 
People only remember this problem when 

Lagos consists of a mainland and a series 
of islands, which make it especially suscep-
tible to rising sea levels. Its proximity to the 
Atlantic Ocean, combined with risks from 
climate change, poses the largest environ-
mental threat to the megalopolis.

Adeleke Adedipe, chief operating officer, 
LEKOIL Nigeria Limited, agrees that Lagos 
Island is below sea level and, therefore, 
most of the places around Lekki and parts 
of Victoria Island are reclaimed land, and 
when lands are reclaimed from water, the 
water will try to find its level.

“First of all, you have to create a path for 
the water to find its level so that it can dissi-
pate properly. But this hasn’t been done over 
the years in Lagos. So, when the rain comes, 
it must find a place to go,” Adedipe says.

But there are more to the causes of fre-
quent flooding in the city than these factors. 

CHUKA UROKO & NATHANIEL AKHIGBE
(Additional reporting by CHUKS OLUIGBO) 
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tragedy occurs. There has never been a time 
Mother Nature has not alerted us of the 
imminence of this danger, yet everybody 
goes about as if nothing matters. We have 
the meteorological agency of government 
which predicts the coming of this incident, 
yet government itself does not take its 
agency seriously,” he adds.

This was perhaps why highbrow loca-
tions including Victoria Island, Lekki, Ikoyi 
and Victoria Garden City, which are home to 
the rich, were submerged with the residents 
unable to move out of their homes. Some 
major roads in the metropolis including 
Ahmadu Bello Way, Adeola Odeku, parts 
of the Apapa-Oshodi Expressway, Ikorodu 
Road, among others were not spared.

Tampering with nature
Besides the unwholesome activities of 

some residents who block the very few 
available drains with indiscriminate waste 
and garbage disposal, Lagos is over-building 
with intensive and extensive land reclama-
tion from the seas and lagoons that sur-
round the city.

“A lot of land reclamation is taking place 
along the coast and that is increasing the 
water level. When it rains, it adds to the 
water level and what we see is the flooding 
that is making all of us uncomfortable,” says 
Adeniji Adele, vice president of the Nigerian 
chapter of International Real Estate Fed-
eration (FIABCI), who fears that the city is 
yet to see the worst if nothing is done as a 
preventive measure.

The land reclamation from the Atlantic 
Ocean for the development of Eko Atlantic 
City comes off easily as a major source of 
concern.

“The Atlantic City is a reclaimed land 
and the water driven from there must go 
somewhere; and if you are not prepared 
for it, you will be in trouble sooner than 
later. Unfortunately, many people who built 
houses in these areas built on the path of the 
water and a new path hasn’t been created 
for the water. When water comes to a place 
and it cannot move, it will build up; and 
therefore, there will be flood, which is the 
second element,” Adedipe of LEKOIL says.

But Adediji thinks differently, saying 
he doesn’t have anything against Eko At-
lantic City nor does he support the kind 
of agitation people are raising against its 
development.

“For me, I like to look at anything that 
comes up from an intellectual and profes-
sional perspective. What is happening there 
is an engineering model but I believe that 
people can reclaim land for development 
without precipitating flooding,” he says.

Eko Atlantic is the name of a grandiose 
project to create a new economic capital for 
Africa. The development includes every-
thing from sky-scrapers to luxury apart-
ments, a new financial district, a private 
power-grid, and a shopping boulevard in 
the image of New York’s Fifth Avenue. It’s 
the brainchild of the Chagoury brothers, 
two Nigerian-born billionaires of Lebanese 
descent who own South Energyx Nigeria 
Limited, a real estate development company 
created to build Eko Atlantic.

“Eko Atlantic is meant to be an antidote 
to some of Lagos’ deep-seated problems. The 
city is meant to bring 250,000 new jobs and 
address a housing shortage brought on by a 
surging population. This, and the fact that 
it’s privately-funded, have given the city 
support of the state and federal govern-
ments,” notes Mimi Onuoha who writes for 
the Quartz Africa Weekly Brief.

Before 2008 when construction started 
on the city which sits beside Victoria Island, 
Lagos residents in this area and the adjoin-
ing Ahmadu Bello Way were victims of 
seasonal flooding and frequent ocean surge. 
The development of Eko Atlantic was there-

fore seen as an antidote to this.
But nature has a different opinion. It 

proved this opinion with the flooding in-
cident of Saturday, July 8 when Ahmadu 
Bello Way become a mini-sea with some 
funny characters seen paddling their canoe 
on the flood that swallowed the road and 
environs.

Onuoha recalls that in 2012, a storm 
surge in the exact location of Eko Atlantic’s 
construction killed 16 people. In the after-
math of the tragedy (which some blamed 
on disturbances caused by Eko Atlantic’s 
building), the developers of the project high-
lighted the fabrication of ‘The Great Wall 
of Lagos’, a sea wall that wraps around the 
city and protects it from the effects of the 
surrounding Atlantic.

“But, according to some climate scientists, 
the same wall that will protect Eko Atlantic 
could worsen the situation for neighbouring 
areas not protected by it, which include much 
of Lagos,” Onuoha notes, quoting Alan Blum-
berg, a climate scientist renowned for his 
research on the effects of climate change on 
water structures, who highlighted the chal-
lenges of a sea wall on its neighbourhoods.

“What happens when you build a wall is 
that the approaching storm surge will come 
up to the wall and moves to the left or right 
of the wall, searching for a weakness or a 
low spot. If there are two islands close to 
each other, it may go to the island next door 
instead,” Blumberg informed.

This aptly explains what happened to 
Victoria Island and environs on July 8.

David Frame, managing director, South 
Energyx Limited, had, however, explained 
at a forum on the evaluation of the city’s 
environmental impact assessment (EIA) 
in Lagos a few years ago that the sea wall 
is designed and tested to handle the worst 
storms in hundreds/thousand years.

“The Great Wall of Lagos will ensure that 
everyone living and working within the 10 
square kilometres (6.2 miles) of reclaimed 
land for Eko Atlantic and the population of 
Victoria Island are protected from the sea,” 
Frame had said.

In his account of the Nigerian civil war, 
Fredrick Forsyth notes that “events mock at 
human foresight and nothing is certain but 
the unforeseen”. But whether Lagos flood 
which has become a yearly event is un-
foreseen or not remains a matter of debate.

Impact on property market
Though Adele describes the occurrence 

as a natural disaster and part of the conse-
quences of global warming, he does not lose 
sight of human error in all of this. He differs 
from those who say that what has happened 
and may continue to happen will not impact 
on Lagos property market.

“This is going to pile pressure on the 
mainland because people living on the is-
land who will not be able to cope with the 
flooding and high rent will be compelled to 
move to the mainland,” he says.

Adediji agrees, adding that houses and 
urban living have now become a matter 
of caveat emptor, meaning buyers beware.

“This is going to have dramatic impact 
on land value. I cannot see people wanting 
to buy property in areas that are notorious 
for perennial flooding. Those who have 
property on uplands are not likely to keep 
the price of their property low. So, there will 
be a paradigm shift in the market,” he says.

Way out of the wood
Tayo Odunsi, CEO, Northcourt Real 

Estate, who blames the whole incident on 
faulty planning and disobedience to urban 
planning regulations, says it is time for the 
government and builders to return to the 
drawing board.

He believes what happened was really a 
big disaster that usually leaves towns with 
serious impact on their real estate value. 

“Anybody who says real estate value will 
not be affected is not facing reality because 
it will be affected, though not significantly.

“Lagos being a coastal region should ordi-
narily have bigger drainages and dams such 
that when the water level rises, they will 
begin to pump water into the lagoon and 
ocean. That is the kind of thing they have 
in Amsterdam, Russia and Vienna where 
they have manual pumps. Lagos should 
have these facilities,” he advises.

Another approach to solving this prob-
lem, he adds, is urban regeneration and 
remodelling of the flood-prone areas. He re-
calls that in 2001, the Lekki master plan was 
drawn. That document was comprehensive 
enough and contains all that is needed 
for urban living including transportation, 
drainage and waste disposal systems.

“We need to revisit that document and 
begin to see how to implement its recom-
mendations,” he says.

Adamu, Minister of Water Resources, 
while speaking on Wednesday, also advised 
that those living in urban cities should al-
ways refrain from constructing structures 
on drainages, advising state and local gov-
ernments to strictly enforce environmental 
laws and town planning guidelines so as to 
check uncontrolled physical development 
in their domains.

“Flash floods in the urban cities or semi-
urban areas can be reduced with effective 
and adequate drainage systems. People 
must not use this facility as their refuse 
bins which will block and render the facil-
ity useless, with the probability of flooding 
heightening whenever it rains,” he said.

“Furthermore, people in the riverine ar-
eas should not erect residential structures on 
flood plains as these areas are an extension 
of the river space,’’ he said.

Adedipe of LEKOIL suggests that many 
of the houses in Lekki that are blocking the 
normal flood paths should be pulled down, 
no matter who owns them, adding that the 
argument of defaulters that the land was 
properly bought from government cannot 
stand since the master-plan of the affected 
areas shows it is illegal to build on drainage 
system.

“So, anybody, who goes to get the ‘yeye’ 
(nonsense) permit from one stupid govern-
ment official, contrary to the master-plan of 
the city, such houses should be pulled down. 
It is as simple as that,” he says.

“But the problem we have in Nigeria is 
that when Ambode starts destroying the 
houses causing the problem now, we will 
bring politics to it. You will start hearing 
people saying he is destroying houses that 
belong to PDP members. Until we start 
obeying the laws of the town planning, we 
will continue to have flooding problem,” he 
tells BDSUNDAY.

Buttressing the need for the Lagos State 
government to properly plan its metropo-
lis, particularly areas where lands were 
reclaimed from the sea, he posits that the 
state, in its quest to overcome the clear and 
present danger, should adopt the Nether-
lands model.

“I lived in Netherlands. The entire coun-
try of Netherlands is under the sea. But they 
have a proper drainage system that you 
never see flooding. Because they know that 
they reclaimed the land from the sea, they 
created a path for the water body to return 
to where it was driven from,” he says.

“But we have not done that in Nigeria. 
So, Netherlands should absolutely be our 
model in developing a plan to check flooding 
in areas where lands were reclaimed from 
the water,” he adds.
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EU ambassador worries over absence 
of ‘godmothers’ in Nigerian politics
IgnatIus Chukwu

A
fter a dreary weekend 
marred by flash floods, 
the resilient city of La-
gos has gotten its groove 

back. Thanks to a colourful flash 
mob of street sweepers that toured 
the metropolis for three days do-
ing choreographed dances while 

Sterling Bank, Olamide Baddo excite with ‘Skate & Clean’ flash mob

The youth on the move to keep the environment clean

T
he European Union Am-
bassador to Nigeria and 
leader of to ECOWAS, 
Michael Arrion, who 
is leaving Nigeria af-

ter four years, does not go with 
fears of a possible breakup of the 
country. He rather wants to see 
the emergence of godmothers in 
politics and public life instead of 
godfathers always.

Arrion spoke exclusively with 
BDSUNDAY in Port Harcourt last 
week when he came to bid the oil 
city goodbye after working with 
the Port Harcourt business com-
munity for some years.

Asked if he foresaw Nigeria 
breaking up as he leaves the coun-
try, the diplomat said such ques-
tion always dogged him these 
days most places he went to. He re-
torted: “No, no, no. I really believe 
in the unity of Nigeria despite the 
fact that you cannot discuss with a 
Nigerian without him expressing 
difference to other Nigerians.”

He even thinks Nigeria were 
very passionate about one Nigeria, 
contrary to what most persons 
think. “I think Nigerians are pa-
triotic. I witnessed the centenary 
celebrations of amalgamation of 
the two protectorates and that is 
where I understood that in a sense, 
you are two different countries, 
north and south. Despite that, 
you have one national anthem, 
one football team, and you people 
are pro-Nigeria. I do not believe in 
the collapse of Nigeria because of 
the people, not because of institu-

tions.”
Arrions said business people 

in Nigeria were the biggest asset 
the nation has. “You know that 
institutionally, one could say some 
institutions in Nigeria should be 
strengthened. You remember the 
declaration of Barrack Obama 
who said Africa does not need 
strong men but strong institu-
tions. Nigeria needs this, but your 
population, the people, the society 
is vibrant. You people are strong. 
Within the society, your business 
people are just holding the coun-
try together.”

He made a strong case for 
strong women to emerge in the 
public sector. “I would like to 
insist on women being more vis-
ible. I really believe that women 
are treated in an unfair manner 
in Nigeria and in the institu-
tions. Tell me how many female 
governors you have? Zero! How 
many members of the National 
Assembly (NASS) are women? 
It is not the fault of the govern-
ment but it is the society that 
elects women. It is the way your 
system functions. I have heard 
of godfathers but not many god-
mothers. We need godmothers, 
strong women. We have strong 
women in the markets but you 
need stronger women in the 
government, in the public sector. 
You need to empower women 
and the youth. Look at the aver-
age age of people in Nigeria, two 
third of the population is below 
30 and the youth are not repre-
sented enough. I believe that in 
the NASS, this should be the case. 
See President Macron of France 

is 39; see the former prime min-
ister of Italy 40; you have the one 
in Belgium, 42; Tradeu in Canada 
is below 45. You need the young 
generation in governance.”

He made it clear that the fault 
is not from the government but 
from the voters. “It is the civil 
society, the political parties, the 
media that should take this up as 
a challenge to empower women 
and the youth,” he said.

He was decorated with a 
chieftaincy title and he spoke im-
mediately after. “I am full of ap-
preciation and I said so to them. 
I must state clearly that informal 
contacts are very important; and 
engaging with traditional rulers 
in Nigeria is key and we have 
been working closely. They have 
played significant roles in Nige-
ria’s development. The business 
community is very important. 

…Promote clean environment
“cleaning” on the go.

Aptly named Skate and Clean, 
the youthful and colourful team of 
street sweepers on skates were led 
by A-list hip hop artiste, Olamide 
Adedeji popularly known as Ol-
amide Baddo. Quite a spectacle, 
they wore and added class to the 

bright orange overall uniform of 
the Lagos Waste Management 
Authority (LAWMA) employees, 
courtesy of Sterling Bank.  

Skate and Clean was initiated 
by Sterling Bank as a pre-aware-
ness campaign for the Sterling 
Environmental Makeover (STEM) 
programme. STEM is Sterling 
Bank’s corporate social responsi-
bility initiative which promotes 
practices that protect the environ-
ment for the benefit of humanity 
in 14 states of the federation. This 
year’s flagship cleaning exercise 
is at the popular Computer Vil-
lage market on Saturday, August 
12, 2017.

For three days, using the power 
of music and dance, the youthful 
street sweepers toured Lagos on 
skates, cleaning and dancing to a 
special theme song produced by 
Olamide Baddo. In the melodi-
ous theme song, Olamide Baddo 
waxed lyrical while imploring 
Nigerians to keep their environ-

ment clean and shun dumping of 
refuse in drainages.

In addition, the timely Skate 
and Clean flash mob vigorously 
proclaimed the positive STEM 
message on hygiene and sanita-
tion in order to influence life-
style change among Nigerians. 
The Skate and Clean flash mob 
attracted a large crowd and fol-
lowing as they move around 
commercial and residential hot 
spots that include Apongbon, 
Marina, Osborne, Ojota, Mary-
land, Ikorodu and Victoria Island, 
all in Lagos.  

The crowd rocked and danced 
to the hip, melodious and club 
ready STEM theme song recorded 
by Olamide Baddo to tackle the 
menace of indiscriminate dump-
ing of refuse in the drainage and 
its negative impact on the envi-
ronment. The star artiste urged 
the crowd to protect and keep the 
environment clean.

Last year, the MD/CEO of 
Sterling Bank, Yemi Adeola and 

They represent the future of 
Nigeria.”

Speaking further on busi-
nesses in Nigeria, he said: “We 
in the EU see Nigeria as a part-
ner, not as a market. We can 
through partnership improve 
the economy and create jobs for 
the youths; we (EU) are ready to 
invest, but competitiveness is 
the key. The EU is looking at the 
world; we can invest anywhere 
in the world including Nigeria. 
So, you have to demonstrate 
that you are better than other 
nations. You have to create 
the conducive environment to 
convince European investors. 
Let’s use car manufacture as an 
example; there are 47 nations 
bringing the parts that make 
a car; Boeing is made from 42 
countries; why not Nigeria 
become the 43rd? Tiles are 

made in Liberia; why not in 
Nigeria? This is how to reason 
to compete.

“Nigeria, please create enabling 
environment for industries; you 
have comparative advantage in 
cotton, palm oil, leather, garments, 
etc. As for those who put together 
this evening, REIF, I say, you are 
welcome to Brussels.”

His greatest highpoint in Ni-
geria is the 2015 election, he said. 
“We accomplished what we con-
sider a credible election and cred-
ible results. We believe that the 
result was the true expression of 
Nigerians, relatively transparent, 
and well done by Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC). We supported INEC a lot 
and passed a lot of messages of 
peaceful elections and made sure 
that local observers were every-
where in the polling stations. 

popular Nollywood actor, Funke 
Akindele popularly known as 
Jenifa, made the news when they 
led employees of the bank to clean 
up Oyingbo – one of the oldest 
and busiest markets in Lagos. 
This year, corporate that include 
L’Oréal, Guinness Nigeria, Brit-
ish Council, Megaletrics Limited, 
Viacom, DAAR Communication, 
BusinessDay Newspaper, Sea-
horse Shawarma and Wecyclers 
are partnering with Sterling Bank 
to make the national cleaning ex-
ercise a success.

Launched eight years ago as 
a cleaning exercise, promoting 
sanitation and hygiene, STEM 
has evolved into a national force 
championing the cause of the 
environment. It presently covers 
public enlightenment campaigns, 
partnership with waste manage-
ment agencies in 14 states, tree 
planting to combat desertifica-
tion in parts of Northern Nigeria 
and an annual national cleaning 
exercise.

Michael Arrion flanked by Alfred Diete Spiff (in red cap) and other business captains in Port Harcourt.
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News 
Ex-rector lauds Senate over passage 
of bill on Maritime Academy

T
he former rector of the 
Maritime Academy of 
Nigeria (MAN), Oron 
in Akwa Ibom State 
has lauded the Senate 

for the passage of a bill that would 
turn the institution into a special-
ised university, saying it would 
boost manpower development 
in the sector.

Nseyen Ebong, who is also a 
maritime expert, said the new 
status of the academy would 
enable specialised courses in-
cluding naval architecture to be 
developed which according to 
him would help in the country’s 
quest to become a major shipping 
hub and be in a position to build 

its ocean going vessels.
“They will begin to teach 

naval architecture at the highest 
level, you know what that would 
mean. Nigeria would begin to 

build her own ships, the gains 
are tremendous because you 
will be teaching these courses at 
the highest level when Nigeria 
will become to compete with 
established maritime countries,” 
he said.

In an interview, Ebong said 
the gains of the country having 
specialised universities of mari-
time studies would soon become 
evident as it would enable the 
country to tap from its vast mari-
time resources.

“Nigeria is a maritime nation, 
it has vast maritime resources 
covering several nautical miles 
which have remained largely 
untapped;  having new univer-
sities of maritime studies in the 
country is a welcome develop-
ment though it ought to have 

A
s kidnappers, hoodlums 
and killers take over 
farms in many parts of 
Nigeria including the 

Niger Delta region where herds-
men and their cattle are causing 
havoc, ravaging farmlands and 
crops thereby shooting up prices 
of food items in the country, the 
case is different in Elele in Rivers 
State.

Mike Elechi, a Knight of Good 
Shepherd and former permanent 
secretary who ventured into 
farming and manufacturing, said 
in Elele, Ikwere Local Govern-
ment Area Rivers State, where his 
farms are located life was normal, 
free from insecurity.

He said that what was hap-
pening in the area was not in-
security but cultism and that 
the influx of cultists from other 
places into Elele has made the 
town to become a breeding 
ground for cultism.

According to him, “Elele has 
been peaceful but is only when 
people leave their places they 
empty into Elele so it is a breed-
ing ground now for cultism, 
these boys they call Degbam and 
Dewell, that’s the only problem, 
but for now it is not affecting our 
farms and farmers; the farmers 
are well protected.

“You see these surroundings- 
Egbeda, Oguduga Omerenelu, 
Umuanwa and Ubima are food 
producing areas, when these sur-
roundings were affected women 
did not go to farms again.”

He went on “these cultists are 
not only in their places, some 
have emptied into Elele like refu-
gees and that is what we are 
trying to curtail, not only by the 
government but the chiefs and 
the elders in general talking to 
their children against cultism 
and crime”.

Elechi, however, has com-
mended the state governor, Nye-
som Wike, for his efforts to ensure 
that lives and property in the 
town are secured.

When asked if there was a 
plan to invite the police to check 
cultism, he said that the commu-
nity policing would not solve the 
problem of cultism but “it should 
be parental training and advice”.

There is no 
kidnappers in 
Elele, but cultists, 

come earlier than now,” he said.
He advised that the Federal 

Government to ensure the proper 
funding of the new specialised 
universities of maritime studies 
to avoid them remaining ‘glori-
fied secondary schools’, adding 
that various sources of funding 
could be explored by experts 
from shipping organisations, 
funding agencies and multilat-
eral organisations supporting the 
shipping industry.

“There are various funding 
agencies that are available for 
the development of the maritime 
sector, it is up to the authorities of 
the new universities to explore 
for the development of the insti-
tutions, not waiting and depend-
ing on the federal government,’’ 
he said.

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

T
he management of Mi-
chael Okpara University 
of Agriculture, Umudike, 
Abia State has said that it 

did not sack 440 staff but rather 
suspended them as their con-
tract has elapsed as temporary 
staffers.

A break-down of the figure of 

We never sacked 440 staff but suspended them - MOUAU
the suspended staff shows that 
100 are from the Academic, 263 
senior technical and Administra-
tive staff while77 are said to be 
junior staff.

A press statement signed by 
Adanma Odefa, head, Public 
Relations/Protocol unit of the 
institution said that everybody 
employed in a University is 
hired on temporary basis and 
has to be regularised within a 

L-R: Yemi Keri, CEO Heckerbella Ltd; Abiona Babarinde, GM Marketing & Corporate Communications, Coscharis Group; Sunday 
Mukoro, MD Coscharis Technologies Ltd and Julie Eno, Sales/Marketing Consultant for Coscharis Technologies Ltd during the 
media launch of the all new Coscharis Mobile School device in Lagos.

Coscharis technologies’ mobile school bridges digital gap in education   

A
s part of its strategic 
step to improve students’ 
learning and teaching 
techniques in this digital 

age, Coscharis Technologies has 
launched its mobile school device 
in Lagos.

The mobile school tablet is ob-
jectively designed to meet Nige-
rian educational needs, principally 
at the basic primary, secondary 
education levels and for teachers’ 
development.

Sunday Mukoro, managing 
director, Coscharis Technologies 
Limited, while speaking at the un-
veiling of the product in Lagos, said 
the Mobile School product device is 
an indispensable digital companion 
for pupils in Primary 1 to 6, and for 
students in JSS 1 to 3 and SSS 1 to 3 as 
well as for all teachers across these 
levels of education.

Mukoro said the management of 
the company is excited to be a pace-
setter in this landmark innovation 
which breaks the glass ceiling in the 
educational sector in Nigeria. “We 
strongly believe this is a turning 
point for domestic growth and de-
velopment in our local educational 
sector,” he said.

According to him, “The software 

runs on Android Operating System 
(OS) and functions as graphics 
virtual and video classroom in all 
subjects across all classes, provid-
ing opportunity for the users to 
repeat and review each lesson as 
many times as they desire before 
undertaking inbuilt exams for 
self-evaluations to determine the 
progress in learning”.

He further disclosed that the 
device is handmade thus guar-
antee its durability, and most 

importantly, all the installed 
software applications are products 
of Research & Development in the 
IT industry based on the updated 
Nigerian Educational Curriculum, 
both the New Nine (9) years and 
the Senior Secondary School cur-
ricula in all subjects.

“In addition to the device being 
user friendly in the Nigeria envi-
ronment, the installed software 
applications are customizable to 
meet the needs of every user, either 

for pupils in Pry 1 to 6, students in 
JSS 1 to 3, SSS 1 to 3, or their respec-
tive teachers in all subjects”. He said.

With regards to the solution 
which addresses examination 
gaps in the Education industry, the 
managing director disclosed with 
numerous past questions paper 
and answers presented, saying 
this represents the solution that 
ensures that students do not fail or 
sit repeatedly for examination such 
as JAMB and WAEC.

SABY ELEMBA, OwerriANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

KELECHI EWUZIE

year to become full staff, failure 
of which leads to the elapsing of 
the contract.

“Vice Chancellor Francis 
Otunta’s predecessor, Prof. Hilary 
Edeoga, between November 2015 
and February 2016, hired over 
400 people even though there 
was already a Vice Chancellor 
designate for the University and 
also knowing full well there 
was no fund to pay them. Prof 

Odeoga didn’t care because these 
workers were never going to be 
his problem,” the statement read 
in part.

It said that if the University 
had the need for that number of 
staff, it would have advertised it 
after the Council’s approval.

The statement further said 
that the incumbent Vice Chan-
cellor for over six months after 
the expiration of the contract had 

to cut 25 percent of the Univer-
sity staff to pay the temporary 
workers, adding that ordinarily, 
the over 400 people were not 
entitled to salaries.

It also dispelled rumours mak-
ing the rounds that he had hired 
about 100 people, describing 
such insinuations as totally un-
founded and aimed at whipping 
up sentiments against the Vice 
chancellor. 
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U.S. partners religious leaders, NGOs to
 launch anti-corruption website

Africa loses 4-5% of its GDP 
because of weak infrastructure 
– Akinwumi Adesina

W
hilst many 
countries in 
Africa are 
i n v e s t i n g 

billions to improve their 
transportation, housing 
and energy needs, the con-
tinent remains far behind 
where it needs to be.

Experts estimate there 
is a $100 billion dollar in-
frastructure deficit in Af-
rica. Economic growth in 
the continent has been 
damaged as a result of the 
shortfall.

“Africa loses roughly 
about 4 to 5 percent of its 
GDP because of weak infra-
structure,” Akinwumi Ad-
esina, president of the Af-
rican Development Bank, 
tells host Eleni Giokos on 
last week’s ‘CNN Market-
place Africa’.  

This is a serious problem 
for businesses trading in 
the continent.

“You can’t connect land-
locked countries to the port; 
this means its takes a long 
time for your goods and 
services to actually get out 
to the global market, which 
is a huge disadvantage,” 
Adesina tells ‘Marketplace 
Africa’.

The programme hears 
how the African Devel-
opment Bank has invest-
ed almost $2 billion in 
Africa’s  p ower s e ctor 
alone. Such investments 
are necessary in the con-

T
he United States 
Diplomatic Mis-
sion to Nigeria 
in collaboration 

with BudgIT, a local Non-
Governmental Organ-
isation (NGO), recently 
launched a web-based 
anti-corruption platform, 
‘Report Yourself’ to lever-
age citizen engagement 
to the fight against cor-
ruption in Nigeria. The 
partnership to promote 
‘Report Yourself’ includes 
the Religious Leaders 
Anti-Corruption (RLAC) 
working group and law 
enforcement agencies.  

BudgIT developed the 
anti-corruption initiative 
‘Report Yourself’, which 
was funded by the United 
States Department of State’s 
Bureau of International 
Narcotics and Law Enforce-
ment.

Bishop Emma Isong, na-
tional publicity secretary, 
Pentecostal Fellowship of 
Nigeria (PFN) and member 
RLAC, in his remarks said 

tinent as, according to 
Delloite, African govern-
ments fund less than 30 
p ercent of major con-
struction projects.

However, Adesina be-
lieves that it’s not just mon-
ey that’s needed.

“I don’t believe that 
money is the problem. I be-
lieve that getting the right 
projects that are bankable 
– that is the real issue,” he 
explains.

Adesina suggests that 
attracting foreign investors 
is the way forward.

“There are pools of sav-
ings, pools of capital out 
there in the world. Roughly 
about $5 trillion of savings 
pool each year. If Africa is 
able to attract just one per-
cent of that, it will close its 
infrastructure gap,” he tells 
‘Marketplace Africa’.

the inter-religious approach 
to fight corruption is what 
Nigeria needs to win the 
war against corruption. “It 
is on us religious leaders 
who meet the people every 
Sunday to speak against cor-
ruption,” he said.

Imam Shefiu, member 
RLAC Steering Commit-
tee while speaking from 
the Muslim perspective on 
corruption said, “In Islam, 
we always seek refuge 
against the accused Satan. 
The Satan in Nigeria is cor-
ruption. The US State de-
partment has given us the 
mindset and motivation 
to lead the fight against 
corruption with this col-
laboration”. 

David Young, U.S. Char-
gé d’ Affaires, while speak-
ing on the platform opined 
that Report Yourself puts 
the power to report cor-
ruption in the hands of the 
Nigerian people.  

 “I hope that Report Your-
self starts a new movement 
in citizen engagement and I 
hope every Nigerian who is 
affected by corruption will 
feel empowered to share 
their experiences. 

 Seyi JOhN SAlAU

AkiNremi FeyiSiPO, ibadan

News 

Alex Usifo, JideKosoko, Os-
itaIheme. Also on the list are 
Nigerian music icons 2face, 
Olamide and ace comedian, 
AY.

Speaking on the choice 
of entertainers as brand 
ambassadors, Krivokuca 
affirmed that lottery is en-
tertainment and Western 
Lotto is out to ensure Nigeri-
ans have fun while playing 
the games.

He said: “our expla-
nation is centred on the 
nature of lottery as enter-
tainment. Lotteries are 
number-based games of 
chance used mainly for 
entertainment, winning 
of prize and redistribution 
of wealth.  Western Lotto 
Nigeria offers Nigerians 

‘Western Lotto out to infuse 
gaming with entertainment’  

the opportunity to experi-
ence and play the famous 
Power Ball, Euro millions, 
Euro Jackpot, UK Lotto 
and Mega Millions games, 
with a chance of winning 
a jackpot of N15 million. 
With these brand am-
bassadors, we are telling 
Nigerians that lottery is 
fun and they should enjoy 
themselves while playing 
the games. “

Added to the entertain-
ment touch, Western Lotto 
also launched with a mo-
bile application which is a 
disruption in the Nigerian 
lottery market.

“Western Lotto is about 
you. It’s about that boy in 
Mushin, that girl in Maidu-
guri, about that madam in 

Yenagoa. It is 100% Nigeri-
an. It’s a Nigerian initiative 
through and through. Your 
payments are in Naira. You 
can play and win in Naira. 
Western Lotto was set up 
mainly for two reasons: 
we want to offer Nigerians 
the opportunity to win 
big and also contribute to-
wards good causes. We are 
partnering with organisa-
tions that cater for women 
who have been victims 
of rape.  We are going to 
partner with people that 
have problem furthering 
their education. Western 
Lotto will partner with 
government on health care 
and sporting foundations. 
Western Lotto is about 
Nigeria: it’s our game. Let’s 
embrace it,” said Director 
of Western Lotto Nigeria, 
BiodunAkintaju.

Veteran Nollywood Ac-
tor, Olu Jacobs who spoke 
on the impact of lottery in 
a modern society said it 
would help correct some 
social ills in Nigeria. “Many 
things have gone wrong 
in Nigeria. It’s nice to have 
Lotto ease the pressure. 
Most of us have played Lotto 
all over the world. I have 
some friends who play in 
London: at times with 10 to 
20 pounds. I myself used to 
play when I was there. We 
didn’t kill ourselves doing it. 
Some people win because 
you have a good chance of 
winning. It is a delightful 
one with a surprise. I’m glad 
we have it here,” he said.

L-R:  Western Lotto Ambassador, Innocent Idibia(a.k.a Tuface);  Technical Partner from Lotto UK, 
Rob Lawson; Director, Western Lotto Nigeria Limited, Abiodun Akintaju and Managing Director, 
Western Lotto Nigeria Limited, Elvis Krivokuca, at the official launch of Western Lotto in Lagos. 
 

T
he managing di-
rector of West-
ern Lotto Nigeria, 
Elvis Krivokuca, 
has said that the 

newly launched company is 
entering the Nigerian gam-
ing industry with a thrilling 
approach that involves the 
infusion of fun and excite-
ment into the lottery expe-
rience.

Krivokuca stated this 
during the launch of West-
ern Lotto Nigeria and the 
unveiling of its chain of 
brand ambassadors in Lagos, 
recently.

The list of ambassadors 
for theWestern Lotto Ni-
geria brand includes Nol-
lywood actors Olu Jacobs, 
Zack Orji, Ramsey Nouah, 

T
h e  C h a i r m a n 
Academic Staff 
of Universities 
(ASUU), Univer-

sity of Ibadan Chapter, Deji 
Omole has described the 
ongoing call for restruc-
turing as mere ploy of the 
ruling class to cover up for 
their failures.

Omole said the only 
thing unifying Nigerian 
masses today is poverty, 
adding that there is no part 
of the country that does 
not suffer poverty.

The ASUU boss said un-
fortunately, poverty does 
not understand religion, 
ethnicity or regionalism 
as it strikes everyone ir-

respective of these divisive 
variables.

Speaking at a Celebra-
tion of Life programme 
organised in Honour of 
former ASUU National 
Financial Secretary, the 
late Professor ‘Funminiyi 
Adewumi held at the In-
stitute of African studies 
of the premier,  main-
tained that except the 
masses decide not to suf-
fer again, restructuring 
that lacks attendance to 
the problems confronting 
the vulnerable in the so-
ciety will lead to greater 
agitation.

Adewumi, a foremost 
activist died after a brief 
illness at the University 
College Hospital (UCH).

ASUU trains 5000 new generation activists

According to Omole, 
who is a doctorate degree 
holder, the ruling class is 
setting agenda to deceive 
the poor through their re-
structuring agenda with-
out defining the place of 
the poor masses they have 
made paupers as if restruc-
turing is an eldorado for 
the masses.

Omole, who lamented 
that those who contrib-
uted to the worsening 
case of economy are the 
ones trying to create a 
new space for themselves, 
asked the Nigerian mass-
es to demand for good 
roads, quality health fa-
cilities, qualitative educa-
tion, employment for the 
teeming youths and the 

millions of unpaid work-
ers in Nigeria.

He lamented that the 
Union was losing its best 
to death lately, adding that 
ASUU has kick-started a 
leadership training pro-
gramme to raise at least 
5,000 new generation of 
activists who can fight 
for the liberation of the 
masses.

The training, he said, 
was part of the national 
leadership training agenda 
of ASUU national leader-
ship for a generational 
transfer of the principles 
and ideals of the union 
which will ensure that 
the union continues to 
stand against anti-masses 
agenda.

Akinwumi Adesina

…says Nigerians united by poverty
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T
he crowd was large and huge. 
To say that it was unprec-
edented would not be far from 
the truth. Asan Ibibio, the ex-
pansive venue of the event, re-

garded as the traditional ancestral home 
of the Ibibios, was like a crusade ground. 
In fact, it seems as though all roads in 
Akwa Ibom State on July 10 terminated 
at Asan Ibibio.

It was the grand reception for Udom 
Emmanuel by the people of Ibibio na-
tion. The Ibibios have a rich history and 
cultural heritage. They have been at the 
forefront for the agitation of state creation 
and through communal efforts were the 
first to send their sons and daughters 
abroad to acquire western education. 
They have produced prominent sons 
and daughters who have distinguished 
themselves in various fields of human en-
deavour. Among the notable personalities 
from the Ibibio stock include late Justice 
Udo Udoma, reputed to have served as 
the chief justice of Ugandan whose son, 
Udoma Udo Udoma, a two-term senator 
is currently serving as minister of budget 
and planning; late Clement Isong, whose 
portrait adorns Nigeria’s one thousand 
currency note and Obong Victor Attah, 
the irrepressible  former governor of 
Akwa Ibom State who led a successful 
campaign against the Federal Govern-
ment’s obnoxious offshore/onshore oil 
dichotomy and demanded resource 
control and the payment of 13 percent 
derivation to the oil producing states, 
among many of others.

This is not to say that it is only the 
Ibibios that have produced people who 
have distinguished themselves in vari-
ous sectors in Akwa Ibom State. Nothing 
could be farther from the truth. The point 
is that in Akwa Ibom which is made up of 
other ethnic groups, notable individuals 
could be found in all other nationalities.

Coming few months after the An-
nangs, the second largest ethnic nation-
ality in the state, found in Ikot Ekpene 
Senatorial district had organised a similar 
reception for the governor and which 
turned out to be a platform for giving 
recognition to the governor for his 
achievements while in office in the last 
two years, the reception by the Ibibios 
who are found in the three senatorial 
districts of the state was expected to be 
the talk of the town.

True to expectations, it did not disap-
point. During the reception organised by 
the people of Ikot Ekpene senatorial dis-
trict, the people had made a statement on 
who should be supported in the next gov-
ernorship elections. They did not make 
any mistake as to who that should be. So 
it was expected that when Udom would 
be received by the Ibibios, a categorical 
statement about their position in respect 
of the 2019 governorship election would 
be made known. So the reception served 
two purposes, first as a cultural carnival 
and a platform for political statements.

Since 1999, when the country re-
turned to civil administration, the gov-
ernorship position in Akwa Ibom has 
rotated among the three senatorial dis-
tricts in an apparent move to ensure that 
the diversity in the state is upheld as well 

lovely shadow  under the humid weather.
Indeed, it was a cultural carnival of the 

Ibibios as the people decked in various at-
tires danced to the rhythm of songs and 
music by various cultural troupes. There 
was the well known Ekpo masquerade, 
those on tilts and young maiden danc-
ers. Apart from the traditional songs, 
there was also music blaring from large 
loudspeakers mounted on an elevated 
platform which served as the stage for 
dignitaries to deliver their goodwill 
messages.

Udom was gaily dressed, decked in a 
white top and a cap with long tail and 
beads around his neck on a blue velvet 
lace-like material around his waist, his 
wife wore long sleeves light green satin 
blouse with same colour of headgear on 
a blue velvet-like material like that of her 
husband.

The event was chaired by Nsikak 
Eduok, also an illustrious son of Ibibio 
nation, a  one-time Chief of Air Staff and 
currently a private citizen. It attracted 
notable personalities including gover-
nors Okezie Ikpeazu of Abia State, Ayo 
Fayose of Ekiti and Rochas Okorocha of 
Imo State, among other top dignitaries 
and members of various political parties.

And when it was time for speeches 
and good will messages, they were not in 
short supply, from rib-cracking remarks 
to written words; the common thread 
that pieced them together was the need 
for unity, purposeful leadership and good 
governance as aptly exemplified by the 
governor.

For Idongesit Nkanga, chairman of 
the Central Planning committee, the 
industrialisation effort of the state gov-
ernment led by “the great ambassador 
of Ibibio people” has resulted in the es-
tablishment of viable industrial concerns 
by private investors. These include the 
St. Gabriel Syringe factory, the coconut 
refinery, electric metering factory, pencil 
and toothpick factory and a flour mill 
company.

According to him, the emergence of 
these industries and other positive devel-
opments accounted for the findings of the 

National Bureau of Statistics that Akwa 
Ibom received the second largest Foreign 
Direct Investment in Nigeria in 2016.

“We must not forget that under the 
watch of our illustrious son, the develop-
ment of the Ibom deep seaport in Ibaka, 
Mbo Local Government Area of the state 
has remained firmly on track even as he 
continues to pay the salaries and entitle-
ments of public servants despite the chal-
lenges of a receding economy,’’ he said.

Nkanga was not done yet until he 
hit the nail pointedly. “If we supported 
Obong Victor Attah and Godswill Akpa-
bio to steer the ship of our state for eight 
years each, Akwa Ibom people, Governor 
Udom Emmanuel deserves same. We de-
clare that Ibibio nation hereby endorses 
Udom Gabriel Emmanuel for a second 
term in office and assure him that we will 
work assiduously to realise his return 
as governor of Akwa Ibom State come 
2019,’’ and the message was well taken 
in by the people.

There were speeches by various 
speakers including Godswill Akpabio, 
Senate minority leader and Ayo Fayose, 
Ekiti State governor and other governors, 
but the most striking was that irrespec-
tive of political affiliations, there was the 
urgent need for peace and unity in the 
country as well as the imperatives of good 
governance and leadership.

According to Akpabio who is Udom’s 
predecessor, “he who walks on the bush 
track escorted by a lion cannot be afraid 
of goats,’’ which could be interpreted to 
mean that the coast has been made clear 
for Udom to complete his God-given 
mandate to the people.

Udom, feeling overwhelmed by the 
show of love and the crowd, could not but 
thanked the people for the honour done 
to him and his wife and pledged to work 
more for the unity of the state.

“I must confess that this is an unprec-
edented reception by my people. It is very 
encouraging and it will spur me to do 
more in the state. God brought me here to 
serve my people irrespective of political 
party, I remain committed to serve the 
great people of Akwa Ibom State,’’ he said.

A well deserved honour for an illustrious son

Governor Emmanuel and wife at the reception

as promote fairness and equity.
Before now, many had expressed 

misgivings over the delay in organising 
the reception for Udom Emmanuel by 
the Ibibio nation, one of their own who 
rose to the enviable position of a direc-
tor in one of the foremost banks in the 
country before becoming the governor 
but the wait without doubt appeared to 
have been rightly justified after all.

As the day finally came, the reception 
attracted who is who in the state and has 
continued to elicit comments from people 
of the state as it turned out be “the mother 
of all receptions.’’

As expected, the crowd came in vari-
ous attires depending on the status and 
members of groups, associations and affil-
iations. For instance, while socio-cultural 
organisations like the Mboho Mkparawa 
Ibibio, and Esop Imaisong Ibibio came in 
their distinctive attires with caps, the 
various women groups as well as men 
from many socio cultural  associations 
came in their brightly coloured uniforms 
thus giving the assemblage a remarkable 
glow of a coat of many colours casting a 

The people of Ibibio nation in Akwa Ibom State put their cultural heritage on display to honour 
Governor Udom Emmanuel in a carnival-like atmosphere, reports ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK.

We must not forget that 
under the watch of our 
illustrious son, the devel-
opment of the Ibom deep 
seaport in Ibaka, Mbo 
Local Government Area 
of the state has remained 
firmly on track even as 
he continues to pay the 
salaries and entitlements 
of public servants de-
spite the challenges of a 
receding economy
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Wearied, deprived, demoralised

T
he repeated attacks by Boko 
Haram in Maiduguri, Borno 
State capital, in recent weeks 
bring to mind a popular African 
proverb which asks, “If persons 

who slept inside the building at night wake 
up to report of a ghost attack, what then 
would be the story of the homeless who 
regularly sleep outside?” This implies, in 
this context, that the frequency of the 
attacks in Maiduguri is merely a tip of 
the iceberg when compared to the unre-
ported attacks in remote villages of Borno, 
particularly in Damboa and Chibok Local 
Government Areas.

Two days before I left Chibok, there was 
a Boko Haram attack in Omdi, a village in 
Damboa, but things would have got out 
of hand for the villagers had the soldiers 
in Chibok not quickly moved into the 
troubled spot to impede the attack.

According to the residents of Damboa, 
soldiers in Chibok are more willing and 
zealous in the fight against the insurgents 
than their counterparts in Damboa, hence 
the pockets of attacks still being recorded 
there are higher within the two local gov-
ernment areas.

“If the soldiers in Damboa work like 
those in Chibok, the fight against Boko 
Haram in the region would be a lot better. 
Like the attack that happened recently in 
a Damboa village, it was soldiers in Chibok 
that came to the rescue of the villagers. 
Yes, I know it is because the place is close 
to Chibok, but the soldiers could have 
declined going there because Damboa is 
under another command. They decided 
to go because soldiers from Damboa did 
not show up to foil the attack,” a member 
of the civilian Joint Task Force (JTF) told 
me in Damboa.

According to him, another reason 
soldiers in Damboa are finding it harder 
to deal with incessant attacks than their 
counterparts in Chibok is that many 
youths in Damboa embraced Boko Haram 
ideology and radicalisation, unlike youths 
of Chibok who have refused to be intimi-
dated or induced to accept it.

“Before now, who are you to follow this 
road? Boko Haram boys will block you, kill 
you, and carry whatever they want. We 
lost so many people on this road. There 
were so many killings here. Our eyes saw 
something here. But the presence of Boko 
Haram here is no longer as it used to be,” 
he told me on our way from Chibok to 
Damboa.

“The bombing that took place in Mai-
duguri a day before Acting President Yemi 
Osinbajo visited was planned by those who 
didn’t want him there. It was meant to 
scare him. But I was happy that he ignored 
it and came to Maiduguri. Many were 
happy for him, particularly the manner 
he related with the Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs). The Boko Haram thing is a 
project of the Borno State government, and 
local governments in the state like Chibok 
who rejected Boko Haram are financially 
punished,” he alleged.

Like the parents, soldiers and the 
teachers in Government Girls Secondary 
School, Chibok, this JTF member, who later 
showed me the talismans hidden under-
neath his clothes, also accused Ali Ndume, 
a senator, of being part of those financially 
backing Boko Haram.

When we came out of the car that 
brought us to Damboa from Chibok, he 

led me to an inn where, incidentally, I met 
another soldier who was among the 13 
surviving soldiers that engaged in a gun 
battle with Boko Haram the day the Chibok 
schoolgirls were abducted.

Plight of soldiers fighting insurgents
There are several social and emotional 

needs whose absence makes life unbear-
able for the Nigerian soldiers fighting the 
Boko Haram insurgents. As I interacted 
with soldiers in Damboa particularly, the 
issue of lack of water kept interrupting our 
discussion. Some of them complained that 
inadequate water was one nightmare they 
fervently prayed God to take away.

Another acute source of worry for the 
soldiers is having to travel long distances 
away from their respective bases to get 
cash since Automated Teller Machines 
(ATMs) are not available in locations where 
they are battling insurgency. This is wors-
ened by strict restrictions imposed on the 
soldiers by the authority, a situation which 
often compels them to give their banking 
security detail to residents travelling to 
places where ATMs are available.

“We are not allowed to go out even 
when we are in need of cash and, unfortu-
nately, there is no ATM here. Oftentimes 
we go hungry even when we have money 
in our bank accounts. The provision of 
the army authority is not enough for us. 
This has made life more than hellish for 
us here. The only alternative we have is 
to give our security code to residents who 
are either going to Maiduguri and Mubi or 
Yola, where there are ATMs,” one soldier 
told me in Damboa.

“If a resident is to withdraw N10,000 for 
you, for instance, he will withdraw N1,000 
or N2,000 extra for himself depending on 
the amount you negotiated with him be-
fore he left. You know it is unwise for us 
to be giving our account security detail to 
people, but that is the only option we have 
for now,” he said.

While he was still talking, one of his 
colleagues interrupted him and narrated 
how a fellow soldier’s bank account was 
emptied by a colleague whom he had given 
ATM card to help him withdraw some cash 
in Yola, the Adamawa State capital.

“What we have not experienced from 
the residents was what our colleague did 
that day. This particular soldier was going 
to Yola and another soldier serving in the 
same camp gave him his account password 
to help him withdraw some cash. He was 
supposed to spend just two days but he 
ended up spending four days. When he 
came back from Yola, he claimed that there 
was no money in the account of the person 
who sent him. The victim could not ascer-
tain whether he was lying or not because 
he did not receive alert due to absence of 
network coverage.

“But surprisingly, when the debit alert 
finally came, it was discovered that the 
same debit card was used to withdraw 
N80,000, which was his entire salary and 
the only money inside the account for 
that matter. That was how the authority 
ordered his arrest. He later confessed to 
withdrawing the money to solve his per-
sonal problems. But he was humiliated. 
After serious beating, he was tied and left 
in the sun. But if we have ATM close to us, 
since we are not allowed to go far because 
of our work, no one will be taking the risk 
of exposing confidential information to a 
third party,” he said.

All the soldiers who spoke to me on this 
subject believe that if the will is there, it is 
possible for the army authority to work 
with banks in Maiduguri and in Yola to 
have ATMs installed in strategic locations, 
like Command Headquarters where the 
battle against Boko Haram is raging, for the 
exclusive use of the soldiers.

“We are already protecting the lives of 
Nigerians and their property with our lives, 
so you should know protecting ATMs in-
stalled in army centres for our convenience 
wouldn’t be a big problem. Soldiers in this 
place are having a difficult time getting 
their money and anybody, including Boko 
Haram, who wants to threaten such con-
venience should be ready to die.

“Soldiers are capable of guarding the 
cash van from wherever to either Chibok 
or Damboa. Doing this for us would have 
enlivened our dying spirits. Such arrange-
ment would have been a great idea but the 
army authority doesn’t think we deserve 

such treatment. They actually consider us 
as animals that have entered into death 
contract,” he said.  

N1,000 daily allowance
If my interactions with the soldiers in 

Chibok, Damboa and Gwoza are anything 
to go by, then each Nigerian soldier fight-
ing Boko Haram in the Northeast may be 
receiving a monthly allowance of N1,000 
which is usually paid at the end of the 
month.

What each soldier receives as allow-
ance depends on number of days in a given 
month – N30,000 for a 30-day month and 
N31,000 for a 31-day month – a grossly 
inadequate and non-motivational reward, 
the soldiers say, for the kind of war they 
are involved in.

“We are like slaves. We are just self-
motivated. What the authority is giving 
to us as daily allowance is very ridiculous. 
In a place where a litre of petrol is sold for 
between N250 and N300, the army au-
thority is paying soldiers N1,000 as daily 
allowance. Their (army authority) worst 
sin is that seeing the money to collect at 
end of the month is a major problem. When 
month ends, they will bring N10,000 in 
cash to you and promise to put the remain-
ing balance into your account and they will 
be paying the rest little by little. They still 
owe us our allowances.

“I joined the army in 1990 and yet, my 
monthly salary is still N80,000. You may 
want to ask why I am still in the army. I 
am still here because I am trapped. I was 
trapped by hope that things may improve 
as time goes by, but now I have put in many 
years. It’s difficult to quit now. But I will 
never allow any of my children to become 
a soldier. That is why I am doing my best to 
ensure that they are appreciably educated. 
But many Nigerians don’t know this,” he 
said in resignation.

Soldiers want relocation
Between Chibok, Gwoza and Damboa, I 

was able to discuss with no fewer than 30 
soldiers and 99 percent of them are totally 
frustrated by their current location, hav-
ing been posted there since 2014, and are 
now desperately seeking to be transferred 
to new assignments outside the Northeast.

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE , 
just back from Borno State

Nigerian soldiers cebrating after they re-took a North-East community from Boko Haram

NewsFeature

…Lamentations of Nigerian soldiers in Boko Haram war
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The soldiers, who admitted to losing 

inspiration, citing overstay, explained that 
it was not the best war strategy to leave sol-
diers for too long in same location, arguing 
that such approach easily makes a soldier 
who has overstayed vulnerable to security 
traps set by wicked individuals the soldier 
may have inadvertently stepped on their 
toes in the discharge of his duty.

“I have been here for more than four 
years now. It’s not a good thing to have 
soldiers staying too long in a place. When 
a soldier stays too long in a place of war 
like here, he could easily be killed by those 
planning to kill him. It is those who know 
him that will work with the enemies to kill 
him. It is part of military strategy to from 
time to time change soldiers who are at the 
warfront, but we simply don’t understand 
why the authority is allowing soldiers to 
stay in a place for this long.

“You can see all of us are grumbling be-
cause we are no longer interested in stay-
ing here. We have done our best. Besides, 
it is not even in the interest of the war to 
have soldiers who are not motivated. Bring 
in fresh soldiers who have not been here 
before and take us to another battleground. 
We are not saying that we are tired of fight-
ing or we are afraid of Boko Haram. Our 
point is adhering to war rules: give us new 
assignment. We are tired of the Northeast. 
You can leave behind soldiers who have 
spent just a year or thereabouts. I have 
fought in Liberia and in Sierra Leone and 
we know how this thing works,” another 
soldier told me.

Corroborating the soldiers’ stance, a 
Lagos-based security expert, who pleaded 
not to be named because the last time he 
granted interview on the subject both the 
military and DSS authorities threatened to 
deal with him, said he also could not under-
stand why some soldiers in the Northeast 
have been left there for up to four years 
and above.   

Soldiers still angry over dismissed col-
leagues

Virtually all the foot soldiers that I sat 
down with expressed disappointment and 
sadness over how their colleagues accused 
of abandonment of duty were dismissed 
from the service by the authority, a deci-
sion, they say, has affected their commit-
ment since it appears their lives are value-
less in the eyes of high-ranking officers.

The dismissed soldiers had in March this 
year through Emmanuel Ogbole, the chief 
commissioner, Public Complaints Commis-
sion (PCC), pleaded with the authority to 
pardon them and the Chief of Army Staff, 
Tukur Buratai, had promised that the cases 
would be studied in their individual merit 
and resolved in the best interest of the 
army and the nation.

According to the soldiers, their col-
leagues did nothing warranting dismissal 
for running away from death in order to 
live to fight another day, disclosing that the 
soldiers had no option than to run away 
from Boko Haram insurgents because the 
latter had better arms and ammunition 
than the former.

“By dismissing those soldiers from 
service, the message the authority sent to 
us is that they sent us to the Northeast to 
die. ‘Don’t try to escape death, even when 
you have the opportunity to do so. You 
are paid to die because no value is placed 
on your life’.

“If that is not the case, how do you ex-
pect soldiers who are in an ambush with 
inferior weapons not to escape to safety 
first? What do you expect when your sol-
diers are not better equipped? We have had 
a situation when soldiers found themselves 
ambushed by Boko Haram members who 
were more in number and had superior 
weapons. Few of the soldiers had only 10 
rounds of bullets in their guns. The situ-
ation was a no-win for them. They were 
even smart enough to have been able to 
escape back.

“Rather than equip them with better 
weapons and send them back, you now 

accused them of abandonment of duty and 
dismissed them from service. Many of us 
are sad over the decision to dismiss those 
soldiers because it could have been any 
of us. It was an unfair decision. Nigerian 
soldiers are capable of facing any enemy 
once you provide them with the right 
weapons. But in this case, the soldiers 
were ill-equipped, which was the fault of 
the authority, and yet, it was the soldiers 
that were dismissed. Which soldier wants 
to serve his country with 100 percent 
commitment under such inhumane treat-
ment? But as you can see, we still try to do 
our best since we are trained to defend the 
country,” said one soldier as the rest nodded 
in agreement.

They also complained that the widows 
and children of soldiers killed in battle 
against Boko Haram are not adequately 
taken care of by those saddled with the 
responsibility, saying that the fear of likely 
misfortune that may befall their loved 
ones should they die in battle is strength-
sapping for the soldiers. 

“When you die in battle you are not 
sure what will happen to your family. Visit 
army barracks in the country and see the 
pain of widows and children of slain sol-
diers. There have been instances where 
widows of soldiers were maltreated in the 
barracks. The ones in barracks are actually 
lucky; there are those suffering outside the 
barracks. What we try to do for our family 
is to ensure that we do our best when we 
are alive and do everything to stay alive 
because if anything happens to you, your 
family will suffer untold hardship while 
the authority will primarily concern itself 
with how to use the soldiers who are alive,” 
another soldier told me in Chibok.

A soldier’s wife impregnated by bar-
racks boy

Although it sounded like a fairytale 
when a soldier in Damboa was narrating 
to me how their long absence from home 
was negatively impacting their respective 
homes, he repeatedly told me that he was 
not joking about a sexual affair which 
involved a wife of a soldier serving in the 
Northeast and a younger man in a Port 
Harcourt army barracks.

According to him, the illicit relationship 
between the barracks boy and the soldier’s 
wife lasted about four months before she 
discovered she was pregnant. The woman, 
who cited “long suppressed sexual desire” 
as the reason for her action, gave birth to 
a baby boy in the same barracks.

“What actually touched me when I 
heard about it was the fact that the lady 
did not just get pregnant for a boy in the 

barracks, she also carried the pregnancy 
for nine months in the same barracks and 
gave birth there. She was very daring. The 
family of the boy that impregnated her 
is powerful in the barracks. One would 
have expected her to escape to somewhere 
else. She was very shameless. I know the 
girl very well. We were together in Port 
Harcourt.

“But I don’t really blame her too much. 
What do you expect from a young woman 
whose husband has been away in the bush 
fighting Boko Haram for over two years 
without reaching home? The woman said 
she had sexual need which her husband 
was not available to meet. When the extra-
marital affair resulted in pregnancy, she 
was not willing to abort the baby because 
she had no child as at that time. She said she 
was ditched by her husband for over two 
years. Body no bi fire wood na!

“Since the incident happened, the man 
is yet to visit Port Harcourt. This is a true 
story of what soldiers are going through. 
The soldier was very devastated when he 
heard about it. Of course, you know the 
authority will do everything not to allow 
this kind of news spread,” he said.

Like his colleagues, the soldier also 
warned against keeping soldiers too long 
in one location for security reasons, but 
particularly admonished that not allow-
ing soldiers to visit their families for long 
intervals is tearing their homes apart.

“The cost of fighting Boko Haram on us 
and on our families is very high. When the 
father is not always around, the children 
can become very wild unless they are 
grounded in faith. If you are in battle far 
away from home for two to four years or 
more, God save you if your wife can’t take it 
anymore. Some of us have children but we 
don’t enjoy them. We only talk on phone 
when the network is available. It will be a 
thing of joy when the authority starts al-
lowing us to go home and spend minimum 
of two weeks with our family,” he said.

Life without love and romance
Tears rolled down my cheeks as I lis-

tened to the soldiers and watched the 
expression on their faces as they talked 
about how deeply they miss the company 
of their loved ones while these loved ones 
pray continually for them not to be killed 
in battle.

But I gathered that the army authority 
usually allows soldiers to visit home after 
a long period of time. The leave period is 
six days, which soldiers whose bases are 
closed to the Northeast take advantage of. 
But soldiers whose families are based in 
the South do not bother using the period 

since they would spend most of it travel-
ling by road.

More emotionally torturing to the 
soldiers is the restraint of their natural 
sexuality which they confessed is making 
many resort to unnatural means to ease 
their sexual pressure.

“My brother, being a soldier in a battle 
like this is not funny. You have a wife at 
home but you are constantly being starved 
of sex. Sometimes you hear that there are a 
lot of gays in the military and people start 
judging them, but until you are in their 
shoes you never know what it means to be 
in the jungle for several months and years 
without a woman to hold. When the sexual 
pressure is too much, people device a means 
to deal with it.

“Your male organs don’t know whether 
you are a soldier in the jungle or not. It also 
does not care whether you are religious or 
not, you can only hold it for so long. Some-
times as a soldier you find yourself securing 
a community that seriously frowns at any 
attempt to get close to their girls. You just 
have to find a way to ease yourself when 
your sexual desire becomes too intense. It 
is not easy, my man,” he said.

Efforts to reach the military authority 
for official comments were not successful 
as a call to the mobile number meant to be 
that of John Enenche, Director of Defence 
Information, nearly resulted in an argu-
ment when the receiver said he was not 
Major-General John Enenche.

But the receiver, a male voice, had first 
of all patiently listened to what this writer 
had to say but only got angry when he 
heard that “soldiers are raising issues”.

“I told you that I am not Major John En-
enche and you are going ahead narrating a 
story,” he said, his voice indicating that he 
was displeased.

“I am sorry, sir. I thought I heard you say 
you were Major John Enenchi,” I pleaded 
and the conversation ended.

But since he did not disassociate him-
self from Defence Information, I sent a 
text informing him that I understood he 
was of the Defence Information and re-
quested of him the mobile number of the 
director or whoever I could speak with. 
As at the time of filing this report, he had 
yet to reply.

When the same number was dialled 
on True Caller, an app that reveals names 
of users, “Enenche Enenche” was shown 
as the names the number was registered 
with. The source of the number also con-
firmed it belongs to the Director of Defence 
Information.



Different routes, same destination:  Of Kanu’s 
secession bid and Agbakoba’s legal approach

T
he human nature 
does not tolerate 
being marginalised 
or being singled out 
for punishment for 

no reason at all. The oppressed 
finds every means possible to 
react to such ill-treatment.

In the agitation against the 
perceived marginalisation of 
the South East geopolitical 
zone, different groups have 
continued to employ differ-
ent approaches to convey 
their feelings to the Federal 
Government.

Whereas Nnamdi Kanu, 
leader of the Independent 
People of Biafra (IPOB), for in-
stance, believes that by threat-
ening secession, government 
could be moved to address 
the imbalance and the alleged 
years of neglect of the Igbo na-
tion, on the other hand, Olisa 
Agbakoba, a senior advocate 
of Nigeria (SAN), who also is 
sufficiently unhappy over the 
treatment being meted out to 
his side of the country, thinks 
that treading the legal route 
would be more dignified.  

At a recent meeting at-
tended by experts and opera-
tors in various sectors of the 
Nigerian economy, extensive 
discussion centred on the two 
approaches and the propriety 
of such moves.

The polity was heated up 
recently when some North-
ern youth groups handed the 
people of South East living in 
that part of the country a quit 
notice, which expires on Octo-
ber 1, 2017.  The Arewa youths 
said the quit notice was a di-
rect offshoot of the May 30th 
sit-at-home order enforced 
by Kanu and his group, in all 
the states of the Eastern zone, 
which paralysed economic 
activities. IPOB claimed that 
the exercise was to remember 
all the Igbos who died in the 
struggle for self determination 
in the 1960s.

X-raying Kanu’s IPOB se-
cessionist campaign, an opera-
tor in the oil industry at the 
meeting came to the conclu-
sion that although the group’s 
method at driving home its 
request or conveying its an-
ger over the state of affairs in 
the country as they affect the 

against the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria for himself and on 
behalf of the South East zone 
on grounds of discrimination 
pursuant to Section 42 of the 
1999 Constitution. This action 
was by Originating Summons 
supported by an affidavit of 99 
paragraphs and a statement. 

Agbakoba’s application is 
premised on the following: 
Total neglect of the his geo-
political zone by the Fed-
eral Government in terms 
of infrastructure and gen-
eral federal presence making 
the Applicant feel not part 
of the Federal Government; 
Abandonment of the Niger 
Bridge to collapse and failure 
to build the ‘Second Niger 
Bridge’ making the Applicant 
feel isolated from other parts 
of 1st Respondent and causing 
him apprehension about di-
saster on crossing the existing 
bridge; Abandonment of Fed-
eral Roads, which are death 
traps and robbery baits and 
occasioning and constraining 
on the Applicant grueling road 
journeys within the Geopo-
litical Zone. Failure to develop 
strategic new roads especially 
the Anam-Nzam Federal Road 
linking the South-East with 
the North-Central at Idah in 
Kogi State to give the Appli-
cant easy access to the north-
ern part of Nigeria; Failure to 
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South East in Nigeria may not 
be salutary, it does not, how-
ever, render inconsequential 
the merit of the agitation.

According to the private 
sector operator, “It is high time 
Nigeria began to take that 
young man (Kanu) seriously. If 
he could successfully mobilise 
the youth to paralyse activi-
ties in the whole of South East, 
it means government will be 
ignoring him at its own peril.” 

Stressing that there’s merit 
in IPOB’s agitation after all, 
the businessman said: “O yes, 
I am not from the South East; 
I am not an Igbo man, but I 
have the conscience to admit 
that the Igbo have not been 
fairly treated in Nigeria. For 
instance, it is the only zone 
with five states with the least 
local governments in a coun-
try where sharing formula is 
dependent on the number of 
states and local governments; 
it is the zone with the worst 
federal roads; it is the area that 
has the highest cutoff marks 
into federal colleges, federal 
character does not apply; one 
group has been favoured to 
the extreme while the other 
has also been neglected to the 
extreme.”

When reminded that the 
zone is not the poorest in the 
country, the expert said: “Yes, 

but through self efforts.”
It was also noted that the 

agitation was no longer the 
concern of the jobless youths 
in South East, but the highly 
educated and wealthy indi-
viduals, including those in 
the Diaspora, who sponsor the 
group’s activities.

A participant at the meet-
ing, emphasizing that the 
agitation may be justified 
given the stark evidence of ill-
treatment of Kanu’s part of the 
country, said: “To tell you that 
the zone is neglected, Olisa 
Agbakoba recently dragged 
the government to court on 
the same matter. So, it is not 

just about Kanu, it is a sore 
point that touches everyone 
from that part of the country.”

At a recent media event, 
Agbakoba, a former national 
president of the Nigerian Bar 
Association (NBA), said of 
Nnamdi Kanu: “Here’s a guy 
who no one knew, suddenly 
springs up; why? It is because 
the politicians have created 
the space. Politicians are not 
on ground, they sit in Abuja 
and talk; nobody listens to 
them; they are detached from 
the people. And people can 
relate to their own ethnici-
ties or sub-national groups. 
So, Nnamdi Kanu sees there’s 
an opportunity to take over 
the South East; he goes there, 
he discovers there’s margin-
alisation, unhappiness and 
there is poverty, and they 
join him, but the south east 
politicians meanwhile are in 
Abuja canvassing with other 
politicians for Abuja power 
and they leave their home 
porous; now this guy goes in 
there to fill the vacuum and 
they are complaining. I have 
nothing against him except 
that he must do what he is do-
ing according to Nigerian law.”

Agbakoba  recently filed a 
Fundamental Rights Class Ac-
tion at the Federal High Court 
Enugu and is pending be-
fore Justice A.R. Mohammed, 

Agbakoba

Why do we have the 
worst roads? Why 
are we the area with 
the least number of 
states in our zone? 
Other zones have six, 
some seven, we have 
five. We have the 
least number of local 
governments. Why? 
Is it just an accident 
of history or is it a 
deliberate act? 

Nnamdi kanu
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President Buhari (r) and former president Jonathan (l)

Ex-president Obasanjo

pecially in Agulu, Nanka and 
Obosi all in Anambra State, 
which have claimed expansive 
farmlands and homelands 
and leveled homes, displacing 
people.”

In the case that comes up on 
October 9, 2017, Agbakoba is 
seeking the sum of N1trillion 
as damages against the Fed-
eral Government to be shared 
among the five states of the 
South-East. 

His main point is that citi-
zen is entitled to equal treat-
ment in the country.

In his published article 
titled, ‘The Nnamdi Kanu 
phenomenon’, Reuben Abati, 
a former presidential spokes-
person, noted that “crisis man-
agement is an important part 
of nation-building. We have 
failed to manage most of the 
crises that have befallen our 
nation, on a sustainable basis, 
and that is why every prover-
bial snake that is killed sud-
denly resurrects.”

According to Abati, “It is the 
reason we have produced a 
country where the population 
of the aggrieved appears to be 
growing daily. It is the reason 
Nnamdi Kanu and his follow-
ers have become the fish-bone 
in the throat of government. 
As things stand, there is no 
stronger voice in Igboland 
today than that of Nnamdi 
Kanu. The Igbo elites and the 
self-styled political leaders of 

the East know that Kanu is 
more influential than all of 
them put together. How many 
among them can command a 
willing crowd of 5, 000 to their 
doorsteps? The politicians hire 
crowds, but the crowds go to 
Kanu and obey him.”

In a recent interview with 
Mazi Sam Ohuabunwa, re-
nowned industrialist, enter-
prise developer, international 
consultant and a former presi-
dent/CEO of Neimeth Interna-
tional Pharmaceutical Plc, he 
was of the opinion that there 
could be a deliberate policy, to 
keep the people of South-east 
down in the scheme of things 

in the country, which may 
have resulted in the agitations 
by certain groups.

Ohuabunwa said :  “ We 
must face the truth and speak 
the truth, and sometimes it 
may be difficult to under-
stand people’s motivation un-
til you are in their shoes. It is 
easy for you to say ‘no victor, 
no vanquished’ if you are the 
vanquished, but if you are 
the victor, it’s not easy to look 
at the vanquished and just 
say you’re equal. I’m giving 
this caveat because I’m going 
to be making my comments 
from the other side, but I’m 
reasonable enough to un-
derstand that I do not know 
whether if I’m on this other 
side I would be saying exactly 
what I’m saying. Having said 
so, I believe there was prob-
ably an unwritten agreement 
not to allow certain sections 
to rise again, something like, 
‘This people have caused us 
trouble, and this is why they 
caused us trouble: they are 
hardworking, they are very 
educated. How do we keep 
them down?’ It is a natural 
thing that can happen and 
I think it happened in the 
Nigerian case.”

According to him, “The 
reason I support that theory 
is that in my own career, 
when I got to the point of 
being made a director in a 
multinational company that 
didn’t belong to Nigerians 
but was headed by Nigerians, 

the day I was appointed to 
the Board after a long argu-
ment, the chairman of my 
company said, ‘Well, we have 
no choice to admit Sam to this 
Board despite the fact that he 
was an Ojukwu soldier’. That 
statement had meaning. It was 
loaded. So if I was suspicious 
that there was either a policy, 
an understanding or a desire, 
that took it away. And since 
then, most of the things that 
happened bear this out.”

“Why do we have the worst 
roads? Why are we the area 
with the least number of states 
in our zone? Other zones have 
six, some seven, we have five. 
We have the least number of 
local governments. Why? Is it 
just an accident of history or is 
it a deliberate act? My think-
ing is that it’s a deliberate act. 
And again, as I said, if you are 
in the mind of the victor, you 
might justify it because if I feel 
you’ve caused me problem, I 
don’t think that I will naturally 
want to give you the ability to 
cause more problems. That’s 
why I’m being balanced in my 
view. However, if we are sin-
cere about ‘no victor, no van-
quished’, if we understand that 
the people of the South-east, 
for example, were not looking 
for a war to fight, were not 
looking for a country to go to, 
but that Biafra came as a result 
of nothing else to find... It is an 
established fact that the people 
of the South-east had no other 
choice,” he further explained.

exploit the Oil/Gas Reserves 
in the Anambra Basin and 
stalling the Applicant’s le-
gitimate expectation from 
employment and derivation 
funds for development of the 
Applicant’s South-East Zone, 
and Abandonment of the 
Enugu Colliery and depriving 
the Applicant of his legitimate 
expectation from employment 
and derivation funds for the 
development of the Appli-
cant’s South-East Zone.

Others are: Failure to de-
velop trade-friendly ports and 
customs policies and establish 
‘ease-of-business’ platforms 
to assist the Applicant’s trad-
ing brothers and sisters to 
do better and operate on a 
higher and modern scale in 
trading, which makes the Ap-
plicant to spend money to sup-
port relatives; Failure to have 
an operational international 
cargo airport at Owerri to aid 
trading, which causes the Ap-
plicant to spend huge sums 
of money to support trading 
relatives to haul airborne 
goods by road from Lagos, 
, with the attendant risks; 
Failure to dredge the Lower 
Niger and establish a Port at 
Onitsha to aid trading which 
causes the Applicant to spend 
huge sums of money to sup-
port trading relatives to haul 
seaborne goods by road from 
Port Harcourt or Lagos, with 
the attendant risks; Dispar-
ity in States structure which 
puts the Applicant’s South-
East Zone behind every other 
Geopolitical Zone in political 
and judicial appointments 
and representation at the Na-
tional Assembly, as well as in 
revenue allocation; Foisting 
low revenue allocation status 
on the Applicant’s South-East 
Zone as a result of failure to 
exploit Oil/Gas and Coal and as 
a result of the said structural 
imbalance; Over-policing and 
police menacing of the South-
East with alarming number of 
police ‘check-points’ at which 
massive extortion of billions 
of naira annually go on, even 
while violent crimes continue 
as if there were no police op-
eratives, and Abandoning the 
South-East to be swallowed up 
by erosion; failing to respond 
to calls to check widening 
gullies in the South-East, es-
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T
he story of the Italian virgin, 
Maria Goretti, is a tale of a rise, 
fall and rise again into saint-
hood of a 12-year-old girl who 
stood her ground and died to 

protect her virtue. The school that was 
built in her name has cut a tale of rise, fall 
and efforts to rise again, probably to fall no 
more. The St. Maria Goretti Girls Grammar 
School (SMGGGS) was founded in Benin 
City in March 1959 and became famous 
in the Midwestern Nigeria for decades 
especially during the glorious years of its 
longest serving principal, a reverend sister, 
23 years, Henrietta Powers (1961 to 1984). St 
Maria Goretti Girls Grammar School is today 
situated on Dumez Road, off Sakpoba Road, 
Benin-City, Nigeria.

Born in Ancona, Italy, in 1890, Maria 
Goretti lost her father at the age of nine 
and worked hard to support her mother but 
died in the hands of Alexander, son of an old 
farmhand who insisted on raping or kill-
ing her. She was killed in 1902 for resisting 
Alex, but in July 1950, she was made a saint. 
Alex, after 27 years in prison, came back to 
fight for her honour and was rewarded by 
her canonisation. Nine years later, Goretti 
re-appeared in Benin City in Nigeria as a 
college for girls through the painstaking ef-
forts of a touched missionary of the Catholic 
Mission, a bishop, P.J.Kelly, the first all-girls 
college in that part of the world.

It was patterned to reflect and recreate 
the values of discipline, devotion and spiri-
tual resilience of Maria Goretti and went 
ahead to produce some of the best brains 
that the nation can boast of today, female 
professors, judges, bankers, and top women 
that wield power and influence.

The college waxed in size and strength 
especially in the days of the Sister (Powers) 
from the first set of 22 girls that enrolled for 
the West African Examinations Council in 
1965 that scored 91 percent. From the fol-
lowing year, it was 100 percent success all 
the way every year, and for many years, the 
best overall best student in WAEC was from 

Maria Goretti:

But, ‘old girls’ say the walls must rise, now
Story of how the best female secondary school in old Bendel has crashed both in morals, discipline 
and academic performance, and rescue efforts perfected in PH, writes Ignatius Chukwu

Goretti. The name was a mark of academic 
and moral excellence and many parents sold 
their last piece of land to get their daughters 
in there.

Enter the devil, sorry, government. 
Trouble began in 1980 when free education 
was introduced and the state government 
attempted to duplicate Goretti by creating 
another Goretti and later merged them. 
Fifty years down the line, Goretti as a school 
in Nigeria had deteriorated, in fact, so much 
that it is said to be difficult to get candidates 
to even write their WAEC there, or get 
someone who passed JAMB from there.

According to the national president of 
the Saint Maria Goretti Old Girls Associa-
tion (SMAGOGA), Victoria Ekhomu, “The 
general decline in our nation’s standard 
of education has grossly affected the high 
moral and academic standard and discipline 
of this great institution. Fifty years after, St 
Maria Goretti Girls Grammar School, Be-
nin City, is a shadow of its old self with no 
boarding facilities. It is now over-populated 
with inadequate staff. The question now is 
whether the takeover of schools from the 
Missionaries is/was a curse or blessing.”

Old Girls say the over-population and 
inadequate funding comes with lack of 
controls leading to anybody doing her wish. 
The school now has over 5,500 students, 
making it difficult to set tests, and impossible 
to mark terminal exams. In such situations 
seats and facilities will not be available, 
students loiter about and stroll in and out 
at will, immorality would blossom, cultism 
could grow roots, sorting would become 
the order of the day, and discipline would 
break. Now, the Old Girls say all the values 
that Goretti died for have been eroded, exam 
values have crashed and exam malpractice 
is the new order.

There is great lamentation! The walls 
of Maria Goretti are coming down, aca-
demically, morally and physically. All the 
things that little Maria stood and died 
for have been ruined, now stand on their 
head. All through the day-long event in 
Port Harcourt, of all the talking by the Old 

Girls, there was no single grammatical slip 
or phonetic dislocation, something that is a 
luxury with ex-students of public schools 
these days.

A report read at the 18th annual reunion 
(AGM) indicated that out of a student popu-
lation of over 5,500 (meaning that the final 
year students could be almost 1000), the 
school finds it difficult to get 104 that regis-
tered for WAEC at Goretti, The rest had no 
confidence of passing there and had to seek 
‘miracle centres’ to pass mere WAEC. It is 
worse for university entrance examinations 
(JAMB). The pull by parents to go to Goretti 
and obtain excellent results has turned the 
other way. Students now go there to get 
the little teaching going on only to flee to 
corruption centres to get good grades in the 
chase for better life.

As Maria Goretti was harmed by those 
who claimed to love and wanted too much 
of her, though in a wrong way, so is her 
memorial college being harmed by those 
who claim to love it and want more of it. 
Just as those who killed her turned round 
to support her uprising, so are those who ru-
ined her school turning back to join rescue 
efforts. And just as the righteous mission 
fought for the slain Goretti, so are the Old 
Girls (SMADOGA) rising up to defend and 
rescue her college.

Ekhomu said in Port Harcourt, “Return 
to the Mission is a must”. She made another 
stirring declaration: “Lets rebuild the walls of 
Gorretti”. She may mean the physical walls 
but her declaration rang loud bells, sending 
a clarion call for all true lovers and the Alex-
anders of the school to repent and join hands 
to save Goretti’s image. Adams Oshiomhole, 
immediate past governor of Edo State, rep-
resenting the institutional Alex, was said to 
have done much to rebuild some facilities but 
the rot is too far more that.

Now, SMAGOGA has risen to fight for 
her and her memorial school. In 2012, the 
association built a sophisticated labs (Biol-
ogy and Chemistry) dedicated to Henrietta 
Powers. The group also attracted federal 
and state governments where N34million 
was realised to help the school.

Ekpomu vowed to see to the return of 
Goretti to the Mission and fencing of the 
falling walls before her tenure would run 
out. The list of the exco’s priorities include 
“Returning of our alma mater to the catholic 

mission; Establishing SMAGOGA National 
Scholarship Fund; Renovating the St. Maria 
Goretti Wall Fence; Building a Vocational 
Laboratory for learning Tailoring, Tie & Dye, 
Bag & Shoe making etc.; Award/Recognition 
of Principals & Teacher and Old Girls; Increas-
ing our Outreach, networking and member-
ship across state branches and international 
branches; Reviving existing branches and 
starting new ones; and Charitable Works.”

On the efforts to return the school to the 
mission, she said: “We are still working on 
this with the new Governor of Edo State. 
As you are all aware, the huge investment 
by our SMAGOGA and the Edo State Gov-
ernment, under former governor must be 
protected and maintained, to prevent them 
from systemic decay, as was previously the 
case. Moreover, we know that a school is 
not only infrastructure, but there must be 
high educational standards, discipline and 
culture, that are required to produce well-
bred students. Our plan is to make the school 
fees affordable, even upon its return. Our 
measure of performance is for Old Girls to 
proudly send either their children or grand-
children to St. Maria Goretti, as it obtains in 
Kings College, ICC etc.”

On the major task of rebuilding the 
walls of Goretti, she said: “With the great 
insecurity, school kidnappings and herds-
men incursion into schools, there is an 
urgent need to renovate the wall fence for 
Goretti, which is in total disrepair.  We want 
to urgently raise the fence as some parts of 
the fence at the rear are totally failed. This 
means the cows and humans can walk into 
the Goretti premises, unchallenged. We 
need an estimate of about N7million to fix 
the fence, plaster, install gate and paint the 
fence and install Concertina Topping on the 
fence, so that we can protect the infrastruc-
ture. To achieve this I want a fund raising 
here at this convention. The branches will 
contribute any shortfall. It is our goal to 
ensure that we complete this fence before 
we hand over in 2018.”

By this, it is obvious that the walls of 
Goretti shall rise again; the spirit of Maria 
Goretti will gloat again, now that her ‘Alex 
(her killer, the government) has teamed up 
with her true lovers and defenders, the Old 
Girls (SMAGOGA). Many prayed that good 
intentions would lead to conclusive actions 
of lovely fruits.

Feature

The walls are coming down

First batch of scholarship awardees in the school by the Old Girls

National president of SMAGOGA, Victoria Ekpomu, flanked by exco members



Makarfi heaves sigh of relief after seeing 
Sheriff off to his political bus stop

T
he political wildfire 
which nearly con-
sumed the People’s 
D emo cratic  Party 
(PDP) as main op-

position party began when in 
an attempt to rescue the party 
from the disgrace and agony of 
the 2015 presidential election 
defeat, Nyesom Wike, Rivers 
State governor; Ayodele Fay-
ose, Ekiti State governor and 
others beckoned on Ali Modu 
Sheriff, ex-governor of Borno 
State, who is also a former 
chairman, Board of Trustees ( 
BoT) of the defunct All Nigeria 
People’s Party (ANPP), to sit on 
the driver’s seat of the umbrella 
party.

But it soon proved a misad-
venture. The impact of Sheriff’s 
emergence was very swift as 
the crises in the PDP drained 
whatever ounce of strength 
left in it. So, the party began 
its dangerous descent into the 
abyss as it imploded into two 
factions.

The prolonged legal tus-
sle ensued when indication 
emerged that Sheriff planned 
to extend his tenure beyond its 
three-month mandate ahead 
of the convention which was 
slated to hold on May 21, 2016, 
in Port Harcourt, the Rivers 
State capital.

The real legal drama then 
began when two Federal High 
Courts- one in Abuja and the 
other in Port Harcourt gave 
conflicting rulings on the legal-
ity of the convention. While 
Justice Ibrahim Watila of the 
Port Harcourt Court okayed 
the convention, Justice Okon 
Abang, his Abuja counterpart, 
stopped the exercise.

Abang ruling which ordered 
the suspension of the planned 
national convention on August 
17, after the Port Harcourt 
branch of the same court had 
given a go-ahead order, compel-
ling the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
and the police to ensure the 
conduct of the convention, was 
greeted with variegated legal 
interpretations by experts and 
analysts alike. 

Recall that, in what observ-
ers described at the time as 
“playing to the gallery”, despite 
the Port Harcourt ruling, the 
police foiled the exercise from 
taking place at the Liberation 
Stadium, leading to the con-
vergence of most PDP leaders 
at the Rivers State Government 
House where Ahmed Makarfi, 
a former governor of Kaduna 
State, was chosen as acting 
national chairman.

Critics had also pointed fin-

gers at Abuja, accusing the 
powers that be of trying to 
use Sheriff to destroy the PDP. 
Those who held this view rea-
soned that it was impossible 
for Sheriff to have mobilised 
the security agents to foil the 
convention with some orders 
“from above”.  

Sheriff did not stop at dis-
rupting the convention, he 
went ahead to seize the party’s 
National Secretariat, Abuja. 
Again,  he got the s e curity 
agents to bar the other fac-
tion from venturing into the 
premises.

Sheriff who was armed with 
a copy of a ruling by a Fed-
eral High Court, Lagos, which 
affirmed the legality of his 
position as chairman of PDP 
despite his removal at the Port 
Harcourt convention, then 
sealed up the party secretariat 
that fateful morning.

Accusing the PDP governors 
and other memb ers of the 
NWC at the scheduled May 21, 
2016, election of abandoning 
the ‘original script’ and in its 
stead, led other delegates to the 
convention ground where they 
appointed a national caretaker 
committee headed by Ahmed 
Makarfi, insisted that the con-
vention had been called off and 
sustained himself as national 
chairman leading to rival fac-
tions of the party in some states 

with divided loyalty to both 
himself and Makarfi.

After months of traversing 
the courts, the Sheriff faction 
approached the Appeal Court 
in Port Harcourt to contest 
a decision of the lower court 
which on July 4, 2016 affirmed 
the emergence of Makarfi as 
the authentic leader of the PDP 
during the May 21 convention 
of the party.

While the mainstream of 
the party, including the gov-
ernors and National Assembly 
members have remained with 
Makarfi, the Sheriff faction has 
from time to time been given 
legal boost with favourable 
court decisions in some states 
and at the national level.

After months of traversing 
the courts, the Sheriff faction 
approached the Appeal Court 
in Port Harcourt to contest 
a decision of the lower court 
which on July 4, 2016 affirmed 
the emergence of Makarfi as 
the authentic leader of the PDP 
during the May 21 convention 
of the party.

As the drama continued, 
on February 17, this year, the 
Port-Harcourt Division of the 
Appeal Court upturned the 
decision of the lower court and 
affirmed the appointment of 
Sheriff as the authentic leader 
of the party.

But Makarfi’s faction contin-
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of no confidence.
“There is no clause in the 

constitution of the party that 
made it mandatory for Sheriff 
to be removed using a vote of 
no confidence. He demonstrat-
ed an infantile desperation to 
lead the PDP by filing almost 10 
different applications in vari-
ous courts. They shall forever 
gather dust in judicial archives.

“The subject matter in the 
issue is Article 33; 35 and 47. 
‘“There shall be a national con-
vention. All members of the 
party shall be bound by the 
decisions of leaders from the 
National convention. Article 
33 states the supremacy of the 
National convention”’.

Although some observers 
have expressed the optimism 
that the resolution of the im-
passe would propel the PDP 
to greater exploits in 2019, 
some critics, however, have 
described the protracted legal 
acrobatics between Makarfi 
and Sheriff-led factions of the 
PDP as a divine punishment 
for the party’s 16 years misrule, 
which they say plunged the 
country into serious crisis.

With the ruling, Makarfi 
may have effe ctively s e en 
Sheriff off to his political bus 
stop, as according to some ana-
lysts, “Sheriff is a bad market 
to any party he may try to join 
ahead of 2019.”

ued to press for justice  based 
on the Federal High Court, 
Port-Harcourt ruling headed 
by Justice Mohammed Liman 
which ordered that the Makarfi 
faction be duly recognised and 
that Sheriff should not parade 
himself as national chairman.

After that judgment, the Ma-
karfi-led faction approached 
the Supreme Court in what 
was seen as last final match to 
ascertain who will eventually 
take control of the PDP.

As it is said, all that has a 
beginning has an end, the Su-
preme Court last Wednesday 
upheld the election of Makarfi, 
as the authentic chairman of 
the PDP, after long and bitter 
legal battle that threatened to 
tear the umbrella party, which 
once tagged itself as “largest 
political party in Africa” and 
had planned to rule Nigeria for 
60 years.

A three-member panel of 
the court presided over by Wal-
ter Onnoghen, Chief Justice of 
Nigeria, reprimanded Sheriff, 
for what it calls “infantile des-
peration to lead the party.”

Reading out the judgment 
after weeks of compilation, 
Rhodes Vivour, a member of 
the panel,  said Sheriff was 
not within the category of an 
“unimpeachable leader”, saying 
that his removal was not neces-
sarily expected to follow a vote 

Ahmed Makarfi



T
he victory of Ahmed Makarfi 
at the Supreme Court over 
the leadership crisis  ro ck-
ing the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) ,  s ignals  a new 

dawn for opposition parties in Nigeria, 
analysts have said.

Political commentators believe that 
Nigeria will not only have a vibrant op-
position but will also put the ruling All 
Progressives Congress (APC) on its toes, 
ahead of the 2019 general elections.

This comes as observers posit that 
the apex court verdict has saved Nige-
ria from sliding into a one-party state.

“The victory by Makarfi will witness 
gale of defe ctions from APC to PDP 
and political gladiators in the ruling 
party on the fence before now will also 
seized this opportunity to join PDP. A 
lot of them were waiting to see what 
would happen to PDP and now that 
there’s a strong alternative platform, 
with Nigerians bearing the brunt of 
economic recession, the goodwill for 
APC has waned and this may deepen 
the crisis in the broom party. The judg-
ment will also affect the new political 
parties as they will die a natural death,” 
a political observer, Jide Kpelumi, told 
BDSUNDAY in Abuja.

The party’s chances may have been 
boosted by its victory at the Osun West 
senatorial bye-election last Saturday.

The main opposition political party, 
which ruled the country for 16 years 
- 1999 to 2015 - has been enmeshed in 
leadership crisis since the May 21, 2016 
botched national convention in Port 
Harcourt, with Makarfi and Ali Modu-
Sheriff laying claim to the national 
chairmanship position of the party in a 
manner that defied political solutions.

H o w e v e r,  i n  a  j u d g m e n t  l a s t 
We dnes day,  the f ive-man panel  of 
the apex court unanimously declared 
Makarfi as the authentic leader of the 
party.

The ruling party APC is  als o en-
meshed in crisis with the likes of ex-
Vice President Atiku Abubakar, former 
Lagos State  Governor Bola  Tinubu, 
Senate President Bukola Saraki, former 
Kano State Governor and current sena-
tor Rabiu Kwankwaso, former Speaker 
House of Representatives and current 
Sokoto State Governor Aminu Tambu-
wal, said to be aggrieved over the way 
the party is being run.

The ruling party is  currently di-
vided along blocs of defunct Congress 
for Progressives Change (CPC), Action 
Congress of Nigeria (ACN), a faction 
of  All  Progressives  Grand All ianc e 
(APGA) and New People’s Democratic 
Party (N-PDP).

As the Makarfi group pops cham-
pagne to celebrate the victory, other 
experts believe the biggest loser is the 
PDP, as it lost mileage during the over 
one year crisis.

This school-of-thought believes the 
opposition party was unable to take ad-
vantage of the crises rocking the ruling 
All Progressives Congress (APC), which 
has failed to deliver its campaign prom-
ises to Nigerians. This development, 

it argued, made the opposition party 
lose elections in Edo, Ondo and virtu-
ally all areas where bye-elections were 
conducted in the last one year.

“We know about weak political in-
stitutions. The Supreme Court held that 
Makarfi is the authentic PDP chairman. 
Can you imagine the damage the crisis 
between Makarfi and Sheriff has done 
to the political space in this country?

“I’m from Edo State. I’m not a politi-
cian. But I know that but for these two 
p e ople,  the results in the Edo State 
election may have been different. The 
same thing in Ondo State. But they go 
about, nothing happens to them,” Paul 
Idornigie, a professor, Senior Advocate 
of Nigeria (SAN) and head, Department 
of Commercial Law, Nigerian Institute 
of Advanced Legal Studies, stated in 
Abuja on Wednesday.

On his part, constitutional lawyer 
and human rights activist Mike Ozek-
home (SAN) said the apex court verdict 
has saved Nigeria from sliding into a 
one-party state.

In a statement titled: “The Interven-
tion of the Supreme Court in Resolving 
the PDP Crisis”  the lawyer said:  “It 
saved the most potent opposition, the 
PDP, from self-destruct and internally 
generated volcanic eruption. There is 
no doubt that the Ahmed Makarfi and 
Modu Sheriff factions were apples and 
oranges, when compared on an imagi-

nary scale of geniuses. One was Japa-
nese, the other, Taiwanese, in terms of 
originality and imitation.

“ W h i l e  t h e  M a k a r f i  f a c t i o n  a p -
peared to have been fighting for the 
surv ival  and wellness  of  the heart 
and s oul of the vertically and hori-
zontally fracture d  party, that onc e 
imperiously boasted of ruling Nigeria 
for over 60 years in a stupor state of 
power inebriation, Modu Sheriff and 
his faction were bent on destroying 
it completely. It must have made the 
ruling APC green with envy in terms 
of the Sheriff ’s huge capacity to exert 
maximum damage to PDP’s corporate 
existence.

“Have you ever seen a supposed op-
position party fraternising with and 
eulogising the ruling party on every 
step taken,  never crit icising it ,  yet 
tongue lashing its own party? Have 
you ever seen where a warring faction 
became allergic to a settlement that 
would raise its party up from its nadir 
of doldrums?

“Once again, the judiciary has risen 
to the challenge of saving Nigeria’s 
wobbling and imperiled democracy. A 
virile opposition constitutes the heart 
and soul of democracy. The alternative 
is dictatorship”

Addressing party faithful who be-
siege d the national headquarters of 
the party in Abuja, Makarfi called for 

reconciliation of aggrieved members based 
on equity, equality and values.

He described his victory at the Supreme 
Court as an affirmation of the p owers of 
political parties.

The party chieftain urged his supporters 
to guard their utterances, adding that in the 
next few days, various organs of the party 
would meet to strategies the way forward.

“This victory is not just for PDP, it’s for 
democracy. This affirms the powers of po-
litical parties.  This affirms the powers of 
convention of all political parties. The battle 
we fought was not a battle for PDP alone. It 
was a battle for democracy; it was a battle 
for supremacy of party men and women to 
decide their destiny. And it’s a battle to do 
away with dictatorship in political parties 
and this will never repeat itself.

“There’s no victor, there’s no vanquished. 
W e  mu s t  b e  o p e n  t o  re c o n c i l i at i o n .  B ut 
there’s a caveat: reconciliation does not mean 
we take what belongs to people and give it to 
you. Reconciliation must be based on equity, 
equality and values.

“With this caveat, we should be prepared 
and willing to re c oncile with everyb o dy. 
Anybody that can meet these criteria, we 
should be willing and open to reconcilia-
tion with such a person no matter who they 
are.  Pleas e,  in our p ers onal interactions, 
we should not throw insults b e caus e our 
other party men and women lost. We should 
continue as friends, knowing that there are 
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Ali Modu-Sheriff

emergence as national chairman.
The group which has now estab-

lished itself as a force to be reckoned 
with in the affairs of the political party, 
has been justified with the Supreme 
Court verdict.

It maintained its loyalty Makarfi 
despite the verdict of the controversial 
High Court judge, Okon Abang and the 
Appeal Court, which favoured Sheriff.

Members of the forum include: ex-
minister  of  S p e cial  Duties ,  Saminu 
Turaki (SAN), former Aviation Minister 
Femi Fani-Kayode. Others are: Esther 
Nenadi, John Odey, Mike Onolememen,

Bala Mohammed, Ibrahim Shekarau 
among others.

Losers
PDP
D espite  Makarfi ’s  v ictory at  the 

apex court, observers believe the big-
gest loser in the 14-month-old crisis is 
the main opposition party.

For a political party that was yet to 
recover from the shock of the defeat 
of the 2015 general elections, the party 
lost a lot of mileage during the over one 
year leadership crisis, as it was unable 
to take advantage of the crises rocking 
the ruling All Progressives Congress 
(APC), which analysts say has failed 
to deliver its  campaign promis es to 
Nigerians.

Rather than tackle APC as its com-
mon enemy, both Sheriff and Makarfi 
factions went all  out to outdo each 
other at a time a viable opposition is 
needed in the country. The develop-
ment made the ruling party have a field 
day, while the party lost governorship 
elections in Edo and Ondo States as 
well as most areas where bye-elections 

were conducted in the last 14-months.
The crisis also saw the opposition 

party losing some of its members to 
either the ruling party or other politi-
cal parties due to the lingering crisis. 
Those who ended their marriage with 
the PDP during the crisis include for-
mer Senate President Ken Nnamani; 
former Governor of Old Anambra State 
Jim Nwobodo; ex-Enugu governor Sul-
livan Chime; former Corps Marsh, Fed-
eral Road Safety Commission (FRSC), 
Osita Chidoka; former Presidential ad-
viser, Doyin Okupe; Chairman, Senate 
Committee on Public Accounts, Andy 
Uba; his counterpart in Finance, John 
Enoh as well as Nelson Effiong.

Political c ommentators,  however, 
hope that the party would be able to 
manage its suc c ess by virtue of the 
ap ex c ourt verdict by rep ositioning 
itself as a viable alternative platform.

Ali Modu-Sheriff
The former Governor of Borno State 

was at the centre of the crisis. He was 
in the All Nigeria People’s Party (ANPP) 
from 1999 to 2013,  All  Progressives 
Congress (APC) from 2013 to 2014 and 
PDP from 2014 till date.

His insistence to hang on as National 
Chairman and transmute himself as 
the party’s presidential candidate in 
the 2019 general election, backfired, as 
the Supreme Court carpeted the former 
national chairman for engaging in fo-
rum shopping and displaying “infantile 
desperation to cling to office at all cost”.

All  along,  he was des crib e d as  a 
mole planted in the opposition party 
to destroy it and turn the country into 
a one-party state.

His de claration that Go d will  de-

termine his 2019 ambition was a clear 
indication that the former governor 
and federal lawmaker was eying the 
Presidency.

To some analysts, this could be the 
end of the ex-senator’s political career, 
as his name is synonymous with cri-
sis, judging by the controversies that 
have trialed his membership of ANPP, 
APC and PDP. But then, this is Nigeria, 
where, according to analysts, people 
easily forget yesterday.

Cairo Ojougboh
Cairo Ojougboh was former National 

Vic e Chairman (South-South) of the 
party. His ambition to upstage Uche 
Secondus as Deputy National Chair-
man met a brick wall as he fell  out 
with his governor, Ifeanyi Okowa, who 
insisted he retained his seat as National 
Vice Chairman, which (he) Ojougboh 
objected.

When he took his case to the na-
tional level, it became obvious to him 
that he had lost. He wanted to return 
to his former office, which the party 
at the zonal level had given to another 
aspirant. This made him to pledge loy-
alty to Sheriff who made him Deputy 
National Chairman.

I n i t i a l l y,  h e  w a s  a g a i n s t  S h e r i ff 
when the governors were backing him. 
Imme diately the crisis b etwe en the 
governors and the former chairman 
erupted in 2016, he switched loyalty 
to Sheriff.  Following the land mark 
judgment, the politician has lost on 
both ends.

Kashamu/Uzodinma/Agbonayin-
man

The Chairman, Senate Committee on 
Customs Hope Uzodinma; his counter-
part from Ogun State Buruji Kashamu 
and the lawmaker representing Egor/
Ikpoba Federal Constituency Johnson 
Agbonayinman never hid their alle-
giance to Sheriff while the crisis lasted. 
The two senators, who controlled fac-
tions of PDP in their respective states, 
were reported to have given the former 
chairman the financial backing to pros-
ecute the battle with the Makarfi camp.

However,  with last  we ek’s  judg -
ment, the three federal lawmakers may 
have automatically lost their return 
tickets should they seek re-election in 
2019 on PDP’s platform.

Nwofor               
One of the lawyers to Sheriff, Be-

luolisa Nwofor lost his rank as Senior 
Advocate of Nigeria (SAN) even before 
the Supreme Court judgment.

Nwofor had represented Sheriff in 
a suit at the Appeal Court seeking the 
declaration of Jimoh Ibrahim as the 
authentic PDP candidate in the Ondo 
State  governorship ele ction of  No -
vember 2016. He accused the panel of 
justices led by Ibrahim Saulawa, which 
was presiding over the case, of bribery 
and bias, and he asked it to withdraw 
from the matter. Following the allega-
tions, the court suspended its hearing 
until the Supreme Court gave it the 
go-ahead to do so.

In June,  the Legal  Practit ioners ’ 
Privileges Committee stripped Nwofor 
of his SAN title over act “unbefitting of 
the holder of the rank”.

things we can do together,  there may b e 
things we may not be able to do together. 
But we are willing to do everything on the 
foundation that I had mentioned. And I urge 
them to come forward, join hands with us and 
let’s see how we move PDP forward.

“And I assure you that those who have 
been waiting for this judgment were not just 
PDP. The whole of Nigeria today was waiting 
for this judgment. And the eagle has landed.

“We are going to consult within the next 
two to three days. And come up with a pro-
gramme of meetings between Monday and 
Tuesday. And these meetings will include 
Expanded Caucus, BoT and NEC so that we 
can take some far-reaching decisions on how 
to take the party forward,” he said.

With this victory, observers are watch-
ing keenly to see how the party will manage 
its new found success as a viable opposition 
party in Nigeria, with less than 390 working 
days to the 2019 polls.

Below are winners and losers of the apex 
court verdict.

Winners
Ahmed Makarfi
Chairman, PDP National Caretaker Com-

mitte e,  Ahme d Makarfi,  entere d national 
spotlight again after he was appointed at 
the May 21,  2016 Port Harc ourt National 
Convention.

He has the backing of all organs of the 
party namely: National Executive Committee, 
Board of Trustees, National Assembly Caucus, 
PDP Governors Forum, National Caucus, PDP 
Ex-ministers Forum among others.

He is seen as the new face of opposition 
in the country and his selling point is his ac-
ceptability across the six geopolitical zones. 
The wild jubilation that greeted the Supreme 
Court verdict across the c ountry and his 
non-confrontational brand of politics has en-
deared him to the hearts of many Nigerians.

Goodluck Jonathan
A l t h o u g h  fo r m e r  P re s i d e n t  G o o d l u c k 

Jonathan made futile attempts to mend the 
fenc es  b etwe en the Sheriff  and Makarfi 
camps, his body language suggested that he 
was on the side of Makarfi.

At a peace meeting convened by the ex-
President in April this year, Sheriff staged a 
walk out on the former President, accusing 
him of bias and disrespect.

His action marked a turning point in the 
crisis as the few party members that had 
sympathy for him in the Makarfi camp, jet-
tisoned him after they felt he crossed the 
line by walking out on Jonathan who party 
members admire as the pride of the party.

Fayose/Wike
Chairman,  PDP Governors  Forum and 

Ekiti  State Governor,  Ayo Fayos e and his 
counterpart from Rivers State, Nyesom Wike, 
had been on the forefront on the onslaught 
against Sheriff.

Although they initially supp orte d the 
former chairman, the tides changed after he 
started promising some of the governors posi-
tion of running mates to him as presidential 
candidate of the party in the 2019 polls.

This pitched them against Sheriff, as the 
governors led by Fayose and Wike opted for 
a new leadership. At one point, the outspoken 
Ekiti Governor threatened to decamp from 
the party if the former Borno State governor 
had won in Supreme Court.

PDP Ex-Ministers’ Forum
From the onset, members of the PDP Ex-

Ministers Forum had kicked against Sheriff ’s 
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rians were still praying 
and eagerly awaiting his 
return. to be fair to him, 
you cannot miss the kind of 
power tussle that has been 
brewing in the country for 
some weeks now.

“Prayer for the absent 
lion King has waned. Until 
he’s back, then they will 
fall over each other to be on 
the front row of the palace 
temple.

“now, the hyenas and 
the jackals are scheming 
and talking to each other 
in whispers; still doubting 
whether the lion King will 
be back or not.

“now, the lion king is 
asleep and no other dare 
to confirm if he will wake 
up or not.

“it is the wish of the 
hyenas that the lion King 
never wakes or come back 
so that they can be kings,” 
Sani wrote.

Mrs. buhari replied to 
the post saying that the 
prayers of the weaker ani-
mals had been answered 
that the hyenas and the 
jackals will soon be chased 
out of the kingdom.

“god has answered the 
prayers of the weaker ani-
mals. the hyenas and the 
jackals will soon be sent out 
of the kingdom.

“We strongly believe in 
the prayers and support of 
the weaker animals. long 
live the weaker animals, 
long live nigeria.”

and up went the social 
media. Memes that shouted 
various funny and sarcastic 
headlines showed up on 
Facebook. one said to ex-
pect a movie on hyenas and 
jackals in the kingdom and 
those sorts of things.

Whether or not the 
jackals or the cats want 
the president back, he will 
return and i believe soon 
too like the acting Presi-
dent said.

Whatever your argu-
ment on this matter, you 
are right to want a part of 
your president, buhari.

Join me to wish the wife 
of the acting President, 
Mrs. Dolapo osinbajo a 
happy birthday. her birth-
day was yesterday. We 
at businessDay wish you 
more grace and beautiful 
days ahead. May your light 
never dim.

wanted to know the true 
situation of things, for 
what reason? the same 
reason you want to know 
that everything is well 
with your father and that 
your family really has 
nothing to worry about.

So it’s been about 70 
days now and we do un-
derstand that President 
buhari needs to fully heal 
before resuming work but 
if you look at it from the 
angle of father and child 
relationship or leader and 
follower kind you will 
understand the feeling. 
that feeling of having no 
idea of the situation with 
your dad and all of that 
can breed confusion, like 
what we are currently 
seeing with calls for the 
President to resign and all 
of that. Make no mistake, i 
do not support the calls for 
him to resign, i just want 
to know that he is okay 
and not just by words. 
You see, in nigeria, we like 
to see and believe, if you 
like you can say we like to 
see before believing. all 
boils down to the fact that 
though we have an acting 
President, believe it or not, 
nigerians believe he does 
not have the power to call 
all the shots like it should 
be, nigerians still cannot 
overlook the fact that he 
is standing in for someone.

What is your motivation 
for missing him, bottom 
line, won’t you just love a 
picture of the President in 
your mail? Wouldn’t you 
love to wake up to the news 
that he is due back in the 
country the next day?

Speaking of returning 
to the country, the acting 
President last Wednesday 
said President buhari will 
soon be back to the coun-
try and in the words of his 
wife aisha buhari, he will 
return to eject “the hyenas” 
and “the jackals”  from the 
kingdom.

So i actually gathered 
from other in house sourc-
es that the President is due 
back anyway now, the 
thing is no one knows the 
day yet. it is like the coming 
of the lord?

the whole “the hyenas” 
and “the jackals” episode 
last week was on a whole 
different level of its own.

i believe you know how 
the whole show started, 
on Facebook. the Senator 
representing Kaduna cen-
tral, Shehu Sani, had on a 
post insinuated that there 
was an ongoing power 
play, where some nigerians 
had stopped praying for 
buhari’s return.

according to his post, 
only the ordinary nige-

A piece of President Buhari 
for everyone

t
here was a palpable 
hunger felt by ni-
gerians last week, 
not for food but a 

profound desire for news 
of the president who has 
been away in london for 
more than two months on 
medical vacation.

now, perhaps more 
than ever, these words by 
President Muhammadu 
buhari on his inauguration 
day “i belong to everybody 
and i belong to

nobody,” bears some 
real significance. Since he 
belongs to all of us, we all 
want a piece of the buhari 
action.

When news broke tues-
day, that acting President 
Yemi osinbajo had been 
summoned to abuja house 
to see the ailing President 
in london, all antennas 
were switched on. i could 
barely sleep. i refreshed 
my email, twitter page, 
and other platforms sev-
eral times over hoping to 
see if pictures of him had 
dropped or if a video of the 
meeting with agP

Osinbajo will surface.
then we got news that 

Mr. osinbajo will address 
the State house Press corps 
of his impromptu london 
trip and that he would take 
questions on the details 
of his trip, just before the 
start of the weekly ritual 
called the Federal Execu-
tive council meeting. at 
that briefing, held just at 
the foyer of the council 
chambers, nigerians dis-
played that hunger i spoke 
about earlier.

You see, those around at 
the point of the interview 
all turned journalists. Se-
curity details of ministers 
who were ushering in their 
principals brought their 
phones and joined the in-
terview. they recorded, 
they wanted first hand 
information too, couldn’t 
wait for the media to tell 
them what osinbajo said. 
he is back, did he actually 
see the President, is he in-
capacitated like they said, 
did they actually talk? too 
many questions hung in 
the air as reporters (and 
i will like to just address 
the others as nigerians) 
struggled to get vantage 
positions for clear video or 
audio recording.

When i saw the display, 
i could relate. our President 
has been away for so long 
without a picture or a video 
even though there was that 
contentious audio Sallah 
message in hausa released 
by the Presidency.

i leave that there. i 
could relate to their anxi-
ety and all of that, we 

b
ukola Saraki, the 
Senate President,  
has explaine d 
why he refused 
to resign when 

pressure was mounted on 
him at the height of the 
crisis that greeted his emer-
gence in 2015 as the number 
one lawmaker in the 8th 
national assembly.

he also expressed confi-
dence to win the appeal filed 
against his recent victory 
at the code of conduct tri-
bunal (cct) over false asset 
declaration charges.

Saraki, who addressed 
his supporters at the ile 
arugbo section of his ilorin 
home, attributed his victory 
at cct to god and the solid 
support of his followers and 
supporters.

“We thank god for today 

because when the entire 
travail started it was from 
this same place that we 
gathered and said we would 
come back on a day like this 
to do exactly what we are 
doing now. and i want to 
thank the Emir of ilorin for 
staying very firm with us. 
he did it to the extent that 
even his colleagues across 
the country knew and at a 
point he said we would not 
beg again; that we would re-
sort to prayers because we 
were innocent. You know 
he too has legal background, 
so he said we would focus 
on god.

“and for you women, 
i can’t thank you enough. 
When the matter started 
you were all confused and 
you did all within your 
power and means to help 
us. You did everything out 
of love, not out of politics.

“at the height of the tra-
vail, i called a cleric and 

he said the matter was for 
them, not even for me so 
they were indeed praying 
for us and i want to thank 
them too. We are in this 
position because god wants 
it so. When they asked me 
to resign, i said, why? We 
know how much we fought 
for this government to come 
into place. they are just 
fighting god; they are envi-
ous of what god is doing. 
that is why we will still 
come back to this same place 
on the remaining issues,” 
he said.

the Senate President, 
who danced to various 
songs from the women and 
youths who were the main 
target of the event, also 
hinted for the first time on 
roles played by individuals 
and groups, including the 
Emir of ilorin, ibrahim Sulu-
gambari and clerics, during 
his trial at the tribunal.

Earlier, the state chair-
man of the all Progres-
sive congress (aPc), hon. 
ishola balogun-Fulani had 
described the appeal by the 
Federal government as an-
other level of witch-hunting 
the Senate President. balo-
gun-Fulani, who listed some 
prominent nigerians who 
had faced similar charges 
and were acquitted like 
Saraki, wondered why the 
government did not appeal 
such decisions only to wake 
up to take such a step now. 
he described Saraki as a 
man who has brought more 
glamour and dignity to the 
post of the Senate President.

both the women and 
youth leaders of the party 
expressed joy over the cct 
decision and praised Saraki 
for not abandoning his con-
stituency even at the height 
of his travail.

Why I refused to resign 
despite the crises - Saraki
SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

saraki
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Abia pensioners urge Ikpeazu to fulfill promise of clearing debts

t
he nigeria Union 
of Pensioners (nUP) 
abia State council 
has appealed the 

State governor, okezie ik-
peazu, to seriously take note 
of debts owed them in order 
to accommodate them in the 
promised clearance of arrears 
of salaries and pensions by 
the end of this month.

the council in a com-
muniqué jointly signed by 
the State nUP chairman 
comrade chukwuma n. 
Udensi, Secretary Elder o.c. 
arungwa and released to 
newsmen at the end of the 

council meeting held at the 
Umuahia sub-treasury hall, 
listed the debts as follows: 
13 months Pension arrears 
owed to retired civil servants 
and retired secondary school 
teachers (from august 2014 to 
December, 2014 and october, 
2016 to May, 2017).

Seven months pension ar-
rears owed to retired primary 
school teachers and retired 
local government staff (from 
november 2016 to May, 2017).

Six months debts owed 
to broadcasting corporation 
of abia (bca) pensioners 
(May, June 2014 and January 
2015 to april, 2015) and over 
8 years of pension arrears 
owed to abia State University 

teaching hospital (abSUth) 
pensioners.

 other outstanding debts 
according to the council in-
clude: pension harmonisation 
arrears; 5¹/²years for retired 
primary school teachers from 
June 2002 to august 2007; 
and gratuities for abia pen-
sioners which have been 
outstanding since 1999.

the council however, con-
gratulated governor ikpeazu 
on his second anniversary 
in office with appreciable 
achievements and his re-
sounding victory at the Su-
preme court on 12th May, 
2017 which was the second 
Supreme court ruling in his 
favour.

 

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia
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I 
wish to commend the House 
of Representatives for being re-
sponsive to counsel on the need 
to ensure timely passage of the 

National Budget and Research Office 
(NABRO) bill which scaled through 
third reading on Thursday. This is 
coming barely a week ahead of the 
two months recess that the two 
Chambers will be embarking on. 
With that feat, the onus is on the 
Senate to concur with the House by 
adopting the recent amendment on 
the bill. There’s no gainsaying that 
giving legislative backing to NABRO 
will provide robust engagement and 
analysis for the country budgeting 
process. I can’t but attest to the capac-
ity displayed by the NABRO office 
towards provision of sectoral analysis 
of the budget for some years past. 

The documents provide first hand 
information on allocations to various 
states and as well raise concerns on 
some of the infractions that required 
to be addressed in the estimates sub-
mitted by the Executive to the Parlia-
ment. Meanwhile, the week’s ended 
without any mention of the consider-
ation of the Acting President’s request 
for passage of the $6.9 billion External 
loan and the $29.6 billion External 
Borrowing Plan for 2016-2018 which 
was stepped down by the House due 
to the non-inclusion of the details 
since October 2016 is yet to be passed 
in breach of the Fiscal Responsibility 
Act, 2007. That shows nullity of the 
2017 budget by all standard. Rather 
than correcting the anomaly, the 
lawmakers rather being proactive in 

bridging the infrastructure deficit, 
become so lackadaisical by allow-
ing self to override public interest. 
Part of the memo sent by the Acting 
President contained breakdown of 
various railway projects to be funded 
by the World Bank, Islamic Bank and 
African Development Bank (AfDB), 
among others. 

Osinbajo’s letter dated 16th May, 
2017 had requested for inclusion of 
Development Bank of Nigeria and 
Fund for Agricultural Finance in 
Nigeria into the 2016-2018 external 
borrowing plans. Breakdown of the 
projects include: approval for $5.851 
billion China EximBank comprising 
of: $1.231 billion for Lagos-Kano rail-
way modernisation project (Lagos-
Ibadan segment); $1.146 billion for 
Lagos-Kano railway modernisation 
project (Kano-Kaduna segment) and 
$3.474 billion for Coastal Railway 
project (Lagos-Calabar segment). 
Additional sums of $500 million, 
$450 million, $200 million and $130 
million offer also came from World 
Bank Group, African Development 
Bank, KfW Development of Ger-
many and French Development 
Agency.

According to the Acting Presi-
dent, “The Bank is ready to com-
mence operation and the donors are 
also ready to commence disburse-
ment consequent upon National As-
sembly approval of the borrowing...”

To any discerning mind, leaving 
such people-oriented project(s) for 
which is time-bound further punc-
tured the level of patriotism being 

exhibited by the Federal Legislators. 
This issue forms part of the attitu-
dinal change required by political 
office holders on certain develop-
mental projects that will have direct 
impacts on the citizenry. For crying 
out loud, one would expect those 
whose travel overseas at the expense 
of the tax payers to replicate develop-
mental projects seen in some of the 
developed economies in a country 
with over 180 million population. Do 
they need anybody to educate them 
that such project is self-sufficient and 
viable, with little or no need for an-
nual budgetary provision? 

As far as Federal Government can 
provide its counterpart funding, the 
project is good to go. But as the Acting 
President admonished during the 
BusinessDay States Competitiveness 
and Good Governance Award 2017, 
“As leaders, we must be ready at all 
times to give account of the activities 
of our various tiers of Government. 

We must recognize that our posi-
tion in Government is transient; it is 
not a permanent appointment. We 
must look forward to an exit date and 
prepare for public scrutiny at the end 
of our service.” I was curious to really 
unravel the nature of the cold war 
ensuing between the Presidency and 
the House that would warrant them 
abandoning their constitutional 
responsibilities? Having a major 
share of the lawmakers in the Lower 
Chamber, the Executive ought to 
have smooth engagement with the 
Legislative arm but the opposite is 
the case. 

As I’ve always mentioned while 
discussing about the current political 
regime, the House and indeed the 
National Assembly rather than being 
concerned about principle of checks 
and balances, enjoy playing the role 
of opposition within the same gov-
ernment! What’s being exhibited to 
the outside world is that, it’s either 
the Legislature is running foul and 
threatened by the anti-corruption 
war or it’s playing along the dictate 
of some political juggernauts! I wish 
to urge our lawmakers to be more 
patriotic going forward, rather they 
should learn to stay away from poli-
tics like some of us who believe poli-
tics is a dirty game as far as indepen-
dent candidacy is jettisoned. That’s 
the only factor that can entrench 
true democracy into the system.

Meanwhile, for the week ended 
the House passed a resolution to con-
duct investigation into the alleged 
killing of 97 Nigerians in the ceded 
Bakassi Peninsula, by Cameroonian 
Gendarmes. The resolution was 
passage d following the adoption 
of  a motion of ‘matters of urgent 
national importance’ sponsored by 
Babatunde Kolawole (APC-Ondo), 
who called for the intervention of 
the House, noted that: “last week 
there were several media reports 
that 97 Nigerians have been killed in 
Bakassi by Cameroonian Gendarmes 
because they could not afford a 
N100,000 levy on each fishing boat.

Similarly, the House flagged off 
investigation into the ‘disapperance 
of N11 billion petroleum product 

which involved Capital Oil and Gas 
Limited and Nigerian National Pe-
troleum Corporation (NNPC) Retail. 
Ifenyin Uba, Chairman of the com-
pany actually opened cans of worms 
on some of the unhealthy industry 
practice shrewed in secrecy from 
the general public, and the obvious 
infractions being perpetuated by 
the operators. That of course further 
justify the need for overhaul and 
outing in place a punitive measures 
that will serve as deterrent to the 
corrupt elements within the sector.

Similar issue bothering corrup-
tion into the National Health Insur-
ance Scheme (NHIS). This subject 
matter will be looked into during the 
week as I signed out and urge you to 
look forward to getting update about 
the scam within the scheme.

Need for attitudinal change by legislators

AssemblyWatch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

I
n my column dated June 2, 
2017 titled: ‘Analogue sena-
tors in 21st Century’, l pointed 
out that only six out of the 
current 108 senators are ac-

tive on social media.
I explained that while some 

lawmakers had been on hiatus af-
ter the 2015 general elections, most 
senators are not on social media 
altogether. I listed the active sena-
tors to include Senate President 
Bukola Saraki (APC, Kwara State), 
Shehu Sani (APC, Kaduna State), 
Ben Murray-Bruce (PDP, Bay-
elsa State), Ovie Omo-Agege (APC, 
Delta State), Gbenga Ashafa (APC, 
Lagos State) and Mao Ohuabunwa 
(PDP, Abia State).

However, I failed to add em-
battled lawmaker Dino Melaye 
(APC, Kogi State).

With less than 390 working 
days to the 2019 general elec-
tions, it won’t be a surprise to see 
inactive senators ‘resurrect’ on 
social media in the buildup to the 
exercise.

Speaking of Shehu Sani, not 
many of us gave him a chance as 

one of the senators that would 
dominate headlines in 2017. While 
the likes of Saraki, Ike Ekwerema-
du, Ali Ndume and Melaye readily 
came to mind, very few gave the 
civil rights activist-turned senator 
a chance.

The witty politician would 
diplomatically advise a friend with 
mouth odour to develop the habit 
of using mouth spray or chewing 
gum regularly than adopt the ap-
proach of Melaye who would call 
the bluff of such friend by telling 
him that his mouth stinks.

Remember Sani’s insecticide/
deodorant satire? As chairman, 
Senate Ad-hoc Committee on 
the Presidential Initiative on the 
North-East, he took the Presidency 
to the cleaners in January, making 
a mockery of its corruption fight 
by drawing an allusion between 
the insecticide used in fighting 
supposedly corruption outside 
the Presidency and the deodorant 
used in protecting the President’s 
men. He was reacting to President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s letter de-
fending the now suspended Sec-
retary to the Government of the 
Federation (SGF), Babachir Lawal.

In his novel, ‘Things Fall Apart’, 
Chinua Achebe describes proverbs 
as “the palm wine with which 
words are eaten”. No doubt, the 
All Progressives Congress (APC) 
legislator possesses dozes of prov-
erbs, innuendos and analogies to 
buttress his argument, as he took 
the cabal in the Presidency to the 
cleaners last week on his Facebook 
page; a development that drew the 
response of the President’s wife.

He declared: “Prayer for the 

absent Lion King has waned; until 
he’s back then they will fall over 
each other to be on the front row 
of the palace temple. Now the 
hyenas and the jackals are schem-
ing and talking to each other in 
whispered; still doubting whether 
the Lion King will be back or not.

“It is the wish of the Hyenas 
and the Jackals that the Lion King 
never wakes up or come back so 
that they can be kings. It is the 
prayers of the weak animals that 
the Lion King comes back to save 
the kingdom from the Hyenas, the 
wolves and other predators”.

Although ancient Greek philos-
opher Aristotle described man as 
a ‘political animal’, Sani’s depiction 
of the cabal as ‘hyenas’ and ‘jackals’ 
is aimed at ridiculing them.

His post was in veiled response 
to the remarks of his arch political 
enemy and Governor of Kaduna 
State Nasir El-Rufai, who declared 
at the commissioning of the zonal 
office of the Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
in Kaduna that neither President 
Buhari nor Acting President Yemi 
Osinbajo would remove the head 
of the anti-graft agency, Ibrahim 
Magu, in defiance to calls by the 
Senate.

The Kaduna Central legislator 
had angrily walked out of the 
event after sighting the governor 
who was equally invited to the 
occasion.

Responding to the comment 
also proverbially on her Facebook 
page, Aisha Buhari said: “God 
has answered the prayers of the 
weaker Animals. The Hyenas and 
the jackals will soon be sent out of 

the kingdom. We strongly believe 
in the prayers and support of the 
weaker animals”.

Both comments went viral im-
mediately and even led the front 
pages of some newspapers.

Not done yet, Sani made an-
other viral post and portrayed the 
cabal as crocodiles, fishes, pythons, 
leopards, cheetahs, jaguars etc as 
well as President Buhari (Lion), 
Acting President Yemi Osinbajo 
(Tiger) and the President’s wife 
(Lioness).

“The crocodiles want fishes 
to quit the rivers; the pythons 
want to monopolise the forest. 
The Leopards, Cheetahs, Pumas, 
Jaguars and the Cougars want the 
Kingdom rearranged. When the 
Lion is back the Kingdom will be 
back to order. However, the Tiger 
is doing its best to keep the King-
dom in the absence of the Lion. But 
the Lion is the Lion. I admire the 
courage, the strength, the tenac-
ity, the resilience and the spirit of 
the Lioness”.

Two days later, the outspoken 
senator fired another warning 
shot: “The Anaconda and the Py-
thon once ruled the Forest; they 
ruled unjustly and brutally. The 
Cobras, the Vipers, the mambas, 
the Boars merged and promised to 
take the inhabitants of the forest 
out of the forest of thorns to the 
promised forest of roses; and they 
dethroned the Anaconda and the 
Python. Then the forest was stuck 
with the Losers talking at each 
other and the winners not talking 
to each other. The Winners must 
talk to each other before the losers 
stop talking at each other”.

In another development, last 
week witnessed the swearing in 
of Ademola Adeleke, winner of 
the Osun West Senatorial District 
bye-election. He took over from 
his elder late elder brother, Isiaka 
Adeleke, who passed on in April 
this year.

By the way, have you watched 
the new senator’s dance steps? 
His jaw-dropping victory dance, 
which is trending online, has 
elicited mixed reactions from Ni-
gerians. If Melaye thinks he can 
entertain people with his ‘Aye Ku 
Iya’ single, he should watch out 
for this lawmaker. Imagine a col-
labo between these two senators: 
Melaye Featuring Adeleke...

On a more serious note, his vic-
tory should be an eye-opener to 
political leaders to shun impunity 
by fielding the right candidates 
and reconnect with the people by 
fulfilling campaign promises.

It was visible to the blind and 
audible to the deaf that Adeleke 
was the most popular candidate 
but the powers-that-be in the 
ruling All Progressives Congress 
(APC) in Osun State thought oth-
erwise and opted for an unpopular 
candidate. The younger Adeleke 
immediately defected to the op-
position People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) to actualise his political 
aspiration.

The net result, coupled with 
the economic woes in the state 
and controversy surrounding 
Adeleke’s demise, was a protest 
vote which saw the ruling APC 
losing in nine out of 10 local gov-
ernment areas in the senatorial 
district.

Shehu Sani’s analogy, Adeleke’s victory dance
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Jungle justice as a time bomb

J
ungle justice is a practice 
that is especially rampant 
in different parts of Africa. 
It is a practice where alleged 
criminal is severely beaten, 

humiliated or in some cases 
murdered without recourse to 
judicial procedure. Nigeria has had 
her own fair share of diverse ugly 
jungle justice episode.

  While growing up, I once 
witnessed, perhaps, the scariest 
scene ever, when a group of young 
men ruthlessly stoned a middle 
aged woman to death. It was such 
a gory scene that one is not likely 
to forget in a hurry. As the woman 
was being ferociously bombarded 
by rains of stones, she made an 
attempt to crawl away as she was 
now deeply drenched in the pool of 
her own blood. But exhausted and 
worn out, her strength failed her 
and she simply surrendered to the 
brutal reality of an agonizing death.  

But then, since her assailants 
couldn’t possibly certify her 
medically dead, they moved to the 
next phase of their mob action. A 
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set of abandoned motor tires were 
hurriedly assembled and drenched 
with some petrol to set the lifeless 
body of the woman ablaze like a 
goat being made ready for barbeque. 
Confused and saddened by the 
whole gory affair, I sought to find out 
what the woman could have done to 
deserve such brutal treatment. And 
behold, the response I got further 
left me completely bewildered. Her 
offence? She was a ‘witch’!    

  Such is the extremism of 
exponents of jungle justice. They 
are sometimes extremely irrational 
and overtly emotional. Those who 
engage in the ugly act readily justify 
their action on the premise of 
complications involved in getting 
criminals punished through the legal 
process. They often express gross 
disdain for the justice sector which 
they tag as ‘corrupt’ and ‘inept’.

Security operatives, especially 
the police are usually accused of 
conniving with criminals to pervert 
the course of justice, alleging that 
many at times, criminals who 
are handed over to the police are 
usually released in questionable 
circumstances. Hence, it is this 
lack of confidence in the judicial 
system that many often hide under 
to commit all sorts of atrocities in 
the name of securing extra judicial 
resolution.     

However, irrespective of whatever 

logic that is behind jungle justice, it 
is nothing but a totally lawless and 
condemnable act. It is a dangerous 
act with the prospect of turning a 
society into an animal kingdom. 
It is the height of lawlessness and 
barbarism.    In most cases, those 
who perpetrate the act only ride on 
popular emotion to get at perceived 
enemies or detractors. Over time, it 
has been discovered that victims of 
jungle justice are often innocent and 
harmless people.

It is important to stress that the 
justice sector in the country must be 
completely overhauled for the law 
to really take its due course. Those 
who deliberately put a clog in the 
wheel of justice for selfish reasons 
are not in any way different from 
those who engage in jungle justice. 
In-fact, the one who intentionally 
hinders the course of justice is by far 
guiltier of jungle justice. In order for 
us to effectively build a society that is 
effectively premised on law and order, 
the justice sector must be revamped. 
That is the only way forward.      

Though, past experiences tend to 
suggest that the law might no longer 
be sufficient in the war against 
criminality, the truth, however, is 
that criminality is not bigger than 
the law. There is enough in the 
law book to annihilate criminals 
and crime from the land. We only 
need to take decisive steps to 
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reform the administration of justice 
in the country. The judiciary is, 
unfortunately, as corrupt as every 
other institution in the country.

 Allegations of fraudulent deals 
and gross misuse of office by judicial 
officers have continued to increase. 
Not a few judges have been accused 
of collaborating with criminals to 
undermine the judicial process. At 
every stage in the judicial system, 
one is confronted with unbelievable 
monumental acts of complicity. 
From the Investigating Police 
Officer, IPO, to other judicial officers 
involved, at one stage or the other, 
in a criminal case, one is bound to 
come face to face with the awesome 
ingenuity of dishonesty machinery 
in the country.

  Therefore, we need to do 
a total overhaul of the nation’s 
legal institution. Justice cannot be 
said to be served in a system that 
allows ‘small’ thieves to rot in prison 
while ‘big’ ones walk in absolute 
freedom.  Equally important is the 
need for accelerated hearing of 
all manners of cases at all tiers of 
Courts.

  The law is meant to trounce 
evil and evil doers. In any society 
where the reverse is the case, 
injustice would reign supreme. 
If we are to move forward and be 
taken serious as a people, we must 
change our ways.
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T
he theme of this week’s 
G20 summit in Hamburg, 
Germany, is “shaping an 
interconnected world,” 
and when leaders get 

down to business, many of the 
highest-profile topics – climate 
change, counter-terrorism, trade 
– will take center stage. But the 
attention received by a less well-
known agenda item will be no less 
critical to ensuring global prosperity: 
digital financial inclusion.

Today, some two billion adults 
still lack access to even the most basic 
financial services. Digital financial 
inclusion is about broadening access 
to the formal economy by making 
electronic financial tools – like debit 
accounts that people can access on 
their mobile phones – affordable and 
available on a large scale.

When the poor start using 
these services, two things happen. 
First, they manage money more 
effectively – with new ways to 

On September 18 when ex-
attorney general of Ogun 
State and younger brother 

of the Acting President, Professor 
Yemi Osinbajo, Akinlolu Osinbajo, 
will  b e c onferre d with the 
prestigious title of Senior Advocate 
of Nigeria (SAN), it will be just and 
sweet reward for a journey that 
began well over 30 years ago.

Having taken to heart the 
Biblical injunction, “no man, having 
put his hand to the plough, and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom 
of Go d,” Akin has remaine d 
steadfast in active legal practice 
since October 1986 when he was 
called to the bar.

 A highly experienced litigator 
and commercial law practitioner, 
chartered arbitrator and notary 
public of Nigeria,  the SAN-designate  
is a thorough professional who 
learnt from some of the best around 
to become the authority he is today.

The D epartment of  Civil 
Litigation, Kwara State Ministry of 
Justice was where the alumnus of 
Holborn College, London and the 
University College London first 
chose to hone his skills after he 
was called to the bar in 1986.  Later 
that year, he joined the chambers of 
eminent lawyer, Wole Olanipekun 
(SAN) as Associate Counsel and was 
there until 1987 before becoming 
Associate Counsel at Abdulai, 

Why build financially inclusive economies?
Visionary Voices!

As Akin Osinbajo takes silk
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save, make payments, access credit, 
or obtain insurance. Second, they 
spend less time taking care of simple 
financial transactions and more on 
productive work or running a small 
business of their own. Moreover, 
additional earnings and savings 
boost poor people’s resilience against 
financial shocks resulting from, say, 
an unexpected medical expense or a 
seasonal crop failure.

There is no shortage of evidence 
for the transformative effect of 
digital financial inclusion on 
economies. In Kenya, for example, 
“mobile money,” which allows users 
to transfer funds by text message, 
has helped an  estimated 194,000 
households escape extreme poverty. 
The breakthrough there was driven 
by changes in savings behavior 
and greater occupational choice, 
especially for women.

As more countries experience 
gains like these, the prospects for 
lasting economic growth improve 
dramatically. One recent study 
projected that broadening access to 
digital finance tools could increase 
developing countries’ GDP by 
an estimated $3.7 trillion by 2025.

But, in order to capitalize on 
the promise of greater financial 

Taiwo & Co. Solicitors where 
he is currently Joint Managing 
Partner. The firm is internationally 
acknowledged for its expertise on 
transactional matters relating to 
Nigeria.

While making significant 
strides in his career, Akin, an 
enabler like his elder brother was 
also selflessly giving himself to 
the community and the church of 
God. He was appointed Registrar 
and General Legal Adviser, Church 
of Nigeria Anglican Communion, 
Reno Diocese in April 1996 and 
Legal Adviser and Member Board 
of Trustees, The Fountain of Life 
Church, Nigeria and Overseas in 
June 2001. This was after being 
appointed a notary public of 
Nigeria in July 2000.

In 2003, the Osinbajo brothers 
made history by becoming the 
first siblings appointed Attorney 
G eneral  and Commissioner 
for Justice in different states, 
simultaneously. While Yemi 
was quietly but efficiently re-
energising and remodelling the 
Lagos State judiciary, Akin was 
doing same in Ogun, their home 
state.  His principal, Governor 
Gbenga Daniel, was sufficiently 
impressed by his transformational 
abilities and diligence that he 
retained him throughout his 
eight-year tenure. Commendably, 
Akin acquitted himself well 
and extensively reformed the 

millions of people from signing up 
for financial services. To overcome 
this hurdle, Tanzania and Mexico 
implemented systems that require 
n o t h i n g  m o re  t h a n  a  p h o n e 
number to sign up for the most 
basic accounts. Programs in both 
countries have been successful; in 
Mexico, for example, more than nine 
million new accountswere opened 
in the first two years.

India, meanwhile, is launching 
a massive digital identification 
program that collects fingerprints 
and other biometric data. More 
than one billion digital profiles have 
been created since the program 
began six years ago; today, more 
than one-third of those profiles are 
linked to bank accounts.

Yet the most recent G20 report 
also highlights some challenges. 
For example, “interoperability” – 
the ability of customers to transact 
with one another even if they 
are using different platforms – is 
the norm in only a few markets 
today. Government action to address 
this would help increase customer 
convenience and lower operating 
costs for providers. Users with little 
or no experience navigating online 
payment systems would also benefit 

introduced and facilitated the 
regular payment of research/
journal and other enhanced 
allowances to judges, magistrates 
and law officers in the state.

Highly cerebral, Akin has not 
contented himself with practice 
alone, he has also done his bit 
in expanding the frontiers of 
the study law in Nigeria with 
contributions to important law 
publications.  He is a contributor 
to the Nigeria country report in 
the international compendium 
titled ‘International Corporate 
Law’ published by Aspatore Books 
and also contributed to ‘Legal 
Aspects of Doing Business in 
Africa’ published by Yorkhill 
Law Publishers .  The c leric 
and father of three children 
has an essay in ‘Perspectives 
on Contemporary Legal Issues: 
Essays in Honour of Hon. Justice 
Dolapo F. Akinsanya’ while he is co-
author of ‘Establishing a Business 
in Nigeria’; ‘Registration and 
Regulation of Foreign Investments 
and Enterprises’; ‘Privatisation of 
Government Enterprises by Tender 
and Public Offer’ ‘Registration 
of Trademarks,  Patents and 
Technology Transfer Licences ‘all 
published by Abdulai, Taiwo & Co.

A member of professional 
associations including the NBA, 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators 
UK, International Bar Association, 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators 

from the adoption of policies that 
improve financial literacy.

Overall, the G20 reports make 
clear that digital financial inclusion is 
a powerful tool for tackling poverty. 
But wealthier countries can benefit 
as well, because digital financial 
inclusion, when rolled out well, 
increases consumer activity and 
trade. 

T h e  G 2 0 ,  u n d e r  C h i n a ’ s 
p r e s i d e n c y  l a s t  y e a r,  m a d e 
improving access to digital financial 
services a global priority, and it will 
remain so under Germany’s tenure. 
This focus will help improve access 
to the global economy for the billions 
who need it most — especially the 
poor, the elderly, and women in 
developing countries.

The world is getting better at 
understanding the mechanics 
of financial inclusion, and the 
ways that digital technology can 
accelerate it. This is great news for 
the unbanked. But placing the topic 
on a summit agenda is not enough. 
To keep the innovation going, global 
challenges need localized solutions. 
As leaders in China, Kenya, Mexico, 
and many other countries have 
already discovered, an economy 
that includes everyone benefits all.

of Nigeria, Equipment Leasing 
Association of Nigeria and the 
Diocesan Board, Cathedral Greater 
Chapter and Synod of Church of 
Nigeria Anglican Communion 
(Remo Diocese), Akin, has not 
shirked his responsibilities to the 
NBA. He served as a member of 
the body’s Special Task Force on 
Multidisciplinary Practices and 
Incursions into the Legal Profession 
and has been a member of Body of 
Benchers Nigeria since April 2017.

Fittingly, Akin’s interventions 
in the praxis and theory of law 
as well as material assistances 
have not gone unnoticed by 
both the NBA and the Bench.  
He has consequently received 
several commendations amongst 
which are the Body of Benchers 
for facilitating the donation of 
N1million towards the building 
of the Body of Benchers Hall and 
the Court of Appeal Ibadan for 
donating several sets of Revised 
Laws of the Federation (Volumes 
1-6) for the Judges’ libraries.

G i v e n  h i s  i m m e n s e 
contributions therefore, it came 
as no surprise that the Legal 
Practitioners’ Privileges Committee 
(LPPC), the conferring authority 
found Akin worthy to be admitted 
into the select rank of senior 
Nigerian lawyers.  The 57-year-
old, indeed, is a worthy addition 
to the 481 silks so far appointed in 
Nigeria since 1975.
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inclusion, effective policies are 
needed at the national level. Last 
year, the G20 published “High-Level 
Principles for Digital Financial 
Inclusion,” which focuses on eight 
of the most successful strategies 
adopted by national governments 
around the world. A  new G20 
report published this spring probes 
those strategies further, and shows 
how to turn principles into action.

China has been a leader in this 
regard, demonstrating how to strike 
a balance between innovation and 
risk. When online payment services, 
like Alibaba’s Alipay, first emerged, 
regulators were faced with an entirely 
new category of financial provider. 
Rather than impose a battery of rules 
up front, they watched and learned 
to see what types of regulations were 
needed. This gave providers a chance 
to find their footing and evolve. That 
approach helped Alipay to become 
the world’s largest online payment 
platform.

R e g u l a t o r y  i n n o v a t i o n s 
elsewhere are solving another 
key challenge: the lack of personal 
identification for new account 
holders. This is a common problem 
in many developing countries, 
and has prevented hundreds of 

administration of justice in the 
state.

Some of his interventions and 
reforms in Ogun include provision 
of meaningful access to justice 
for indigent citizens of the state 
through the establishment of 
the Citizens Rights Department  
that gave free legal advice and 
representation in court to poor 
people;   reorganisation of the 
Ministry of Justice/ Chambers of 
the Attorney-General with over 
80 law officers to function like a 
private law firm; the employment 
of over 40 lawyers; establishment 
of the Office of the Public Defender 
in 2004  and Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Centres (Citizens 
Mediation Centres).

Akin als o facil itate d the 
creation of more judicial divisions 
of the High Court and Magisterial 
districts;  a comprehensive revision 
and publishing in 2006 of all the 
Laws of Ogun State in six volumes; 
establishment of the Criminal 
Justice Fund to provide funds 
to witnesses in criminal trials to 
enable them attend court and for 
process servers to serve witness 
summons. Under his watch as 
leader of the judiciary, the welfare 
of judges and other legal officers 
was significantly boosted such 
that judges were given brand 
new vehicles on two occasions 
while houses were later provided 
for them. That’s not all. Akin also 
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T
here is an August 
2015 publication 
on http://answer-
safrica.com that 

chronicles “10 Most Edu-
cated African Presidents”.

According to the re-
port, at number 10 is Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia. 
She has an Associate De-
gree in Accounting from 
Madison Business College, 
in Madison, Wisconsin and 
a Master’s Degree in Public 
Administration from Har-
vard’s John F. Kennedy 
School of Government, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
United States of America.

Faure Essozimna Gnass-
ingbe, the Togolese presi-
dent, has a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Financial Manage-
ment from the Sorbonne 
in Paris and a Master’s 
Degree in Business Admin-
istration from the George 
Washington University 
in the United States. He is 
at number 9.

Ibrahim Boubacar Keita 

Education for underdevelopment?
of Mali is at number 8. Kei-
ta is said to have “studied at 
the Lycée Janson-de-Sailly 
in Paris and Lycée Askia-
Mohamed in Bamako, con-
tinuing his education at the 
University of Dakar, the 
University of Paris I and 
the Institut d’Histoire des 
Relations Internationales 
Contemporaines (IHRIC; 
Institute of the Modern 
History of International 
Relations). He has a Mas-
ter’s degree in History and 
an additional graduate de-
gree in Political Science and 
International Relations”.

At number 7 is Ameen-
ah Gurib (Mauritius), who 
holds a Bachelor of Sci-
ence Degree in Chemistry 
from the University of Sur-
rey and a PhD in Organic 
Chemistry from Exeter 
University, England.

Ethiopia’s Mulatu Tes-
home is at number 6. He 
has a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Philosophy of Political 
Economy and a doctorate 
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degree in International 
Law, both from Peking 
University, Beijing, China.

Alassane Ouattara, the 
Ivorian president, holds a 
Bachelor of Science Degree 
from the Drexel University 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylva-
nia, USA, and Master’s De-
gree and PhD in Econom-
ics from the University of 
Pennsylvania. He is Africa’s 
5th most educated president.

Peter Mutharika of Ma-
lawi, at number 4, holds 
a Degree in Law from the 
University of London, Mas-
ter of Laws Degree (LL.M) 
from Yale University, and 
Doctor of the Science of 
Law Degree (JSD) from 
Yale University.

Morocco’s King Mo-
hammed VI holds a Bach-
elor’s Degree in Law from 
the Mohammed V Univer-
sity at Agdal and a PhD in 
Law from the French Uni-
versity of Nice Sophia An-
tipolis. He is at number 3

Thomas Boni of the Re-

public of Benin, at number 
2, holds a Master’s Degree 
in Economics from the 
National University of 
Benin, a Master’s Degree 
in Economics from the 
Cheikh Anta Diop Uni-
versity in Dakar, Senegal, 
and a Doctorate Degree 
in Economics and Politics 
from the University of Or-
léans, France, and another 
Doctorate Degree from the 
Paris Dauphine University.

At number one is Pa 
Robert Mugabe, Zimba-
bwe’s long-time president. 
Mugabe holds a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in History and 
English from the Universi-
ty of Fort Hare, Bachelor of 
Administration (B.Admin) 
from University of South 
Africa (Unisa), Bachelor 
of Education (B.Ed) from 
the University of South 
Africa (Unisa), Bachelor of 
Science (BSc.) in Economics 
from University of London, 
Bachelor of Laws (LLB) 
from University of London, 
Master of Law (LL.M) from 
University of London, and 
Master of Science (MSc.) in 
Economics from Univer-
sity of London, in addition 
to 14 honorary degrees 
from both local and inter-
national universities, out 
of which three (all from 
international universities) 
have been revoked.

The first striking thing 
from the report is that all 
of these heads of state have 
at least one degree from an 

overseas university, while 
the majority of them have 
all their degrees abroad. 
The second is that all of 
the 10 heads of state have 
at least one Master’s de-
gree, while six of them 
have Doctorate degrees, 
with some boasting of even 
more than one.

The first question to 
ask is why all of these Af-
rican heads of went to get 
degrees abroad. One an-
swer may be that as at the 
time some of them went 
to school, their countries 
did not have enough facili-
ties to help them achieve 
their educational aspira-
tions. Another possibility 
is that it was in line with 
the thinking that higher in-
stitutions in the coloniser’s 
country would invariably 
be infinitely better than 
anything you would get 
in the colonised country. 
After all, the coloniser 
brought the education; he 
could have left the original 
in his home country and 
brought the imitation to 
the colonies.

Whatever the case, the 
other question is what 
these heads of state have 
done with the quality 
education they received, 
whether overseas or in 
Africa. Have these numer-
ous degrees translated into 
good governance in their 
respective countries? Has 
their education brought 
about improved quality of 

As a person of refine-
ment, you will do well 
to be aware of the 

etiquette of driving; by this 
I mean a guideline of proper 
behaviour to maintain while 
on the road. Since to be refined 
is to possess excellence of 
thought and manners, when-
ever you are on the road be 
sure to:

Let other cars pass in over-
taking sections

Do not be that aggravating 
driver who drags along on a 
single lane road, unwilling to 
go faster, and unwilling to let 
others pass. For goodness sake, 
let other vehicles pass if they 
want to!

When you miss a turn, 
keep going and correct the 
mistake at the next exit.

What is it with people who 
make a last second decision to 
turn right because they mis-
judged their approach? Some 
even commit the incredible 
foolery of backing up against 
oncoming traffic on the ex-
pressway, blocking the exit 
and making everyone wait 
until they get out of the way. 
If you miss your turn, please 
drive on and look for the next 
turning. Please show some 
sense and practise safety. Do 
not inconvenience others in 
an attempt to correct your 
mistake.

Wait for a gap when pull-
ing out into the road from a 
corner, or out of a car park 

We have all been forced 
to endure that selfish driver 

get to the stage when honking 
your car horn aimlessly will 
amount to breaking the law. 

Say ‘thank you’
 When someone is nice to 

you on the road, show appreci-
ation; say thank you with your 
hands, a mild honk or a visible 
nod. These days people hardly 
say ‘thank you’ when you let 
them get in front of you. You 
decide to be courteous and re-
fined, so you graciously stop to 
prevent complete chaos when 
there is a traffic logjam. Instead 
of being appreciated, you get 
the cold and indifferent stare. 
It is exasperating, to say the 
least. But should that stop you 
from taking the higher road, or 
from being the bigger person?  
No! Refinement is your asset, 
guard it.

There’s so much to say 
about traffic, but we must stop 
here so that the whole book 
does not end up being about 
traffic woes.  Suffice it to say 
however, that everyone could 
do with a little courtesy from 
time to time.

that suddenly barges into the 
road from what appears to be 
nowhere.  How many times 
have you been driving on a 
quiet day, with little or no cars 
around, and then suddenly 
someone pulls out from the 
side of the road right in front 
of you?

Annoying wasn’t it? Don’t 
do the same. When coming 
out from a corner, if the gap is 
small and there are a few cars 
around, wait the extra couple 
of seconds, let them pass and 
then pull out.

Don’t jump the queue, wait 
your turn like everyone else

I have so much to say about 
this most annoying behaviour 
which is very often practised 
at the Lekki toll gate. I have 
lost count of the number of 
times that I have been bullied 
while waiting my turn on the 
E- tag lane. On one particular 
occasion, just as it got to my 
turn to go under the scanner, 
there appeared a big jeep with 
the owner ensconced at the 
back looking shamelessly as 
his driver tried to bulldoze 
his way into the line right in 
front of me. Having stayed in 
Lagos long enough to under-
stand the psychology of road 
bullies, I resisted strenuously, 
and insisted that he fall back 
in line. Thinking that sense 
and repentance would come 
to him, I was greatly aston-
ished when he rolled down 
his glass and rained abuses on 
me while his ‘Oga’ looked on 
nonchalantly.  This is the order 

of the day at the toll gate on a 
daily basis, and while it doesn’t 
surprise me to receive this 
kind of treatment from danfo 
drivers; it greatly disappoints 
me to be bullied by executive 
men and women. 

Another devious method 
of jumping the queue devised 
is to deliberately ignore the 
bold flashing signs announc-
ing that some lanes are non-
cash - E tag lanes. I have caught 
a couple of well-dressed men 
and women, sometimes with 
children in the car, ‘trying 
their luck’.  They hope that 
someone in the queue will 
be in so much of a hurry that 
they will use their E-tag to 
pass their car.  If this does 
not happen, then the whole 
queue would have to back 
up all the way down the line 
and wait several excruciating 
minutes for the offending car 
to reverse and get ushered out 
of the lane.  

The result is that they get 
to be ushered right at the 
top of the queue of the cash 
lane, so either way, they have 
achieved their purpose of 
cheating other road users. Is 
that not just typical of incon-
siderate and selfish people?

This section will be in-
complete if I fail to mention 
the very bad habit of our men 
in uniform - those people 
who are supposed to be disci-
plined, to uphold the law and 
be shining examples of good 
citizenship. Their constant 
habit of disrupting the flow of 

traffic, facing oncoming traf-
fic, and bulldozing their way, 
daring anyone to stop them, 
only serves to compound an 
already bad traffic situation. I 
wish that we would think for a 
moment and appreciate what 
a bad image we portray to visi-
tors to our country when our 
branded government vehicles 
flagrantly break all the laws 
that they are supposed to be 
enforcing.

Accept it, traffics and 
queues are here to stay. Relax 
and bide your time. Resist the 
temptation to be a smart aleck 
who races out from a queue 
and tries to force their way in 
at the front. Life is not a 007 
movie. Don’t always assume 
other people who are doing 
the right thing are fools. They 
are just more decent people. 
Wait for your turn like the 
rest of us.

Don’t hassle learners. They 
are not doing anything wrong

I know it can be annoying 
when a slow driving learner is 
in front of you, especially early 
in the morning when you are 
rushing to the office, but be 
patient, you were once in that 
position too. Yes, it can hold 
up traffic in a lane but there’s 
not much you can do.  Learners 
have a right too.

Guys be nice to ladies
One often sees male drivers 

in the outside lane speeding 
ahead and cutting off the 
driver after seeing it is a wom-
an driving. It’s as if the men 
can’t stand driving behind a 

female driver or going slower 
than them. The expressway is 
not the place for the battle of 
the sexes. Hear the irate male 
driver after passing a female 
driver and hissing “No wonder, 
it is a woman.”

Night driving courtesy
Dim your high beam head-

lights when you are about 150 
meters from other cars. A full 
headlight can momentarily 
blind oncoming driver. Be con-
siderate. When you dim your 
lights at night, you prompt 
other drivers to extend the 
same courtesy. Even if they 
don’t, you are a better person 
for doing the right thing.

Honking’
 It seems to me that when 

stuck in traffic, some drivers 
claxon insanely to reduce 
their stress levels. When it 
isn’t a bad idea to seek to re-
duce your stress, it is a mark 
of crudeness to honk long and 
hard. Fortunately, some state 
governments are carrying out 
a campaign against noise e.g. 
Lagos State. Hopefully, we will 

life for their people in all 
ramifications? Have they 
replicated the quality of 
education they received 
elsewhere in their home 
countries through massive 
investment in schools? 
One would need further 
research to answer these 
nagging questions. But the 
fact is, as Teiresuas says in 
Sophocles’ Oedipus Rex, 
“When wisdom brings 
no profit, to be wise is to 
suffer.

Education is no doubt a 
great tool for development. 
The great Madiba, Nelson 
Rolihlahla Mandela, re-
putedly said that educa-
tion is the most powerful 
weapon with which you 
can change the world. 
“No country can really 
develop unless its citizens 
are educated. Any nation 
that is progressive is led 
by people who have had 
the privilege of studying,” 
he said.

Malcom X, the late Af-
rican-American human 
rights activist, also said, 
“Education is our passport 
to the future, for tomorrow 
belongs to the people who 
prepare for it today.”

But when education 
fails to bring about develop-
ment, it invariably brings 
about the opposite. Then, 
it boils down to education 
for underdevelopment, 
a sub-chapter in Walter 
Rodney’s How Europe Un-
derdeveloped Africa.

Sure-fire tips to becoming civilised on the wheels
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The Babcock University, Ilishan-
Remo, Ogun State, seems to be 
setting a dangerous record in the 

academic sector. Babcock is a mission-
owned university and to that effect it 
is expected to operate a standard that is 
not only ennobling but also exemplary.

The de cision by the university 
authorities to swap prizes, by nam-
ing someone who had a cumulative 
grade average point (CGAP) of 4.90 
as the best graduating student over 
another who had 4.91 is alien to the 
reward system known in Nigeria’s 
university system.    

Ac c ording to rep ort,  one Temi-
tope Nwachukwu was robbed of her 
well-deserved trophy when Babcock 
decided to recognise Alexandria Braie 
with lesser CGPA. Joshua Suleiman, 
director of marketing and communica-
tion, had explained that the action of 
the institution was within the ambit of 
the criteria set by the school.

Verily, in all the universities in 
the country, certificates are usually 
awarded to graduating students who 
have been found worthy in learning 
and in character but it is never in 
practice that those with highest CGPAs 
are pushed aside and those with lesser 
grades recognised.

In universities, prizes are set for dif-

T
here must be something politicians 
in Nigeria are gaining that makes 
them to wish to continue indefinite-
ly in office, despite the complaints of 

“inconveniences” of office. Samuel Ortom, 
governor of Benue State, is one man that 
ordinarily should not seek re-election going 
by the trauma he has passed through since 
his inauguration in 2015. 

Ortom has moved from one part of the 
state to the other preaching peace and com-
miserating with relations and victims of the 
Fulani herdsmen’s attacks. Benue is one of 
the worst hit states since the herdsmen 
onslaught began. 

The unabated attacks on Benue have 
so much put pressure on the governor that 
he has continued to run from pillar to post 
seeking help. 

On one occasion, he was seen in a church 
prostrating on the altar, appealing to God 
for divine intervention. He appears to have 
been abandoned by the Federal Govern-

For the greater part of last week, is-
sues surrounding the health status of 
President Muhammadu Buhari trended. 

While Ayo Fayose, governor of Ekiti State, 
insisted that President Buhari was in a 
vegetable state and may not ever be able to 
continue with the job at the Presidency, the 
Acting President Yemi Osinbajo claimed he 
visited the ailing Buhari and that he had a 
meaningful discussion with him on the state 
of the nation. He also said that the man was 
recovering very well.

A few days before the Acting President’s 
visit, Aisha Buhari, the first lady, was said to 
have gone to London to see her husband and 

No  o n e  i s 
i m m u n e 
t o  n a t u -

r a l  d i s a s t e r s , 
o t h e r w i s e  t h e 
rich Nigerians at 
the Victoria Gar-
den City (VGC) 
i n  L a g o s  S t at e 
would have been 
spared the flood-
i n g  i n c i d e n t  a 
few days ago. 

The flood that 
r a v a g e d  m a n y 

The Babcock’s bad example

No place to hide

Ortom, 2019 and the 
will of God

Between Osinbajo and Fayose
ferent qualities exhibited by students 
both in academics and in other areas, 
but they are never mixed up. For in-
stance- best graduating student with 
best leadership quality, entrepreneur-
ial qualities, etc.

How can you mix-up academic ex-
cellence with other ancillary qualities? 
What Babcock appears to be saying is 
that a student with CGPA of 4 can be 
placed above another with 4.5 CGPA 
in the name of whatever criteria. The 
treatment meted out to Nwachukwu 
can kill the enthusiasm of other stu-
dents of the university who are striv-
ing for higher grades.

Academic excellence has always 
been recognised above every other 
thing in the university system because 
it is the primary reason for being there 
in the first place.

Students are recognised in the areas 
they show capacity. Not that because 
someone exhibited good leadership 
quality, or is a good singer, or does 
well in sports, but not so good in his/
her core academic subjects, you award 
him/her first class.

This is an injustice against Mrs. 
Nwachukwu; the criteria should be 
reviewed so that the image of the good 
institution is not dragged in the mud.

ment. He has cried to everybody for help 
but no respite. 

One would think that the governor 
would be anxiously praying for the current 
tenure to end fast so that he could have his 
peace by returning to his house and pursue 
other less-stressful engagements, but Ortom 
has given an indication he would seek a 
second term. He says he is waiting to hear 
from God. What an irony!

upon her return said that the president would 
be back in the country soon.

Governor Fayose had addressed a press 
conference challenging anyone that claimed 
that the President was hale and hearty to 
produce evidence. Up till this moment, no 
tangible evidence has been produced.

The Acting President and the First Lady 
only came back clapping with one hand. 
What amazes Nigerians is that in an era of 
technology, neither of the two thought it 
wise to video-record a conversation with the 
President, if not for anything but to shame 
the doubting Thomases, but nothing of such 
was done.

This would have rested whatever doubts 
and insinuations that have been swelling 
over the man’s health. Some of those who 
have believed Oinbajo’s claim of having an 
extensive discussion with the president did 
so in the belief that a cleric does not and will 
not tell lies.

Again, why is it so difficult for the presi-
dent to personally speak with some journal-
ists in London, which could have rested the 
unnecessary permutations?

Leaders must realise that they hold what-
ever position in trust for the people whose 
mandate they are exercising. Leaders cannot 
just be taking the led for granted as it is not 
healthy for the growth of the country.

The burden of proof is on Osinbajo to 
show Nigerians that Fayose was wrong in his 
information on the president’s health status.

it is because nobody knows what can 
happen on the road on a day he or she 
decides to try travel by road against 
the usual flying. When we say fix the 
power problem, it is for everyone, 
b oth rich and p o or;  when we say 
tackle erosion, fix this or fix that, it 
is because a day shall come when the 
rich may cry when such neglected 
areas prove a huge nightmare, just as 
the recent flood did.

The ban on traditional rulers in Imo 
State from speaking English Language 
while interacting with their subjects 

is highly commendable. Governor Rochas 
Okorocha placed the ban last week when 
he said that his administration would no 
longer tolerate monarchs speaking in out-
landish language at public functions or in 
their palaces while conducting affairs of 
their communities. He, however, directed 

Good moves by Governor Okorocha
the traditional rulers to employ the services 
of interpreters when the need arises.

This move, according to the governor, 
was to sustain the Igbo Language which 
some people had predicted could go into 
extinction as a result of the neglect.

Okorocha deserves commendation 
for this initiative given the level the Igbo 
culture has been bastardised by those who 
claim to be the custodian of the culture. 
Over the years, we have seen monarchs 
who conduct the affairs of their communi-
ties in English Language for no other reason 
than to intimidate their “Umu Nna”. 

They use it as a show off and all that. If 
indeed their aim is to serve their people, 
they should be able to communicate with 
their people in simple language they un-
derstand. 

Those who are not willing to comply 
with this simple directive should be de-
throned. Other state governors of the east-
ern extraction should emulate Okorocha 
on this.

homes left highbrow areas of the state 
devastate d.  Some of the residents 
had every inch of their apartments 
submerged so much that they had no 
space to ease themselves. It simply 
shows that the rich also cry. That 
episode serves as a lesson for those 
in positions of authority who think 
that they are so comfortable where 
they are that no harm can come to 
them. So, when we say fix the roads, 
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I 
have spoken a few times over a 
long period of time about the need 
to restructure our federation in 
order to make it stronger.

Our founding political leaders 
agreed on and erected a federal system 
of government. They believed, quite 
rightly in my view, that such a struc-
ture was the only guarantee of national 
cohesion in view of our diversity, vary-
ing resource endowments, varying lev-
els of development, and the centrifugal 
forces threatening our unity. Over the 
years that structure which we inher-
ited has been changed towards greater 
centralisation of power and concentra-
tion of resources at the centre at the 
expense of the federating units. This 
has had enormous consequences, in-
cluding a culture of fiscal dependency 
of the federating units on the centre, 
an over-extended federal government 
dominating virtually every aspect of 
our national life. Others are the cries 
of marginalisation by virtually all 
segments of our country at different 
times, rising dins of demands for re-
structuring, fiscal federalism and even 
violent extremism. There have also 
been voices opposed to those demands 
and agitations.

Definitions
Restructuring, to me, therefore, 

means effecting changes to our current 
federal structure to bring it closer to 
what our founding leaders erected in 
order to address the very issues and 
challenges that led them to opt for a less 
centralised system. It means devolution 
of more powers to the federating units 
with the accompanying resources, and 
it would involve greater control by the 
federating units of the resources in 
their areas. It would mean, by implica-
tion, the reduction of the powers and 
roles of the Federal Government so that 
it focuses only on those matters best 
handled by the centre such as defence, 
immigration, customs and excise, for-
eign policy, aviation as well as setting 
and enforcing national standards on 
such matters as education, health and 
safety.

Good governance, in a democratic 
setting, would mean that the gov-
ernment effectively and efficiently 
delivers on its constitutional duties 
and promises to the electorate in a fair 
and equitable manner. It also includes 
meeting other challenges that emerge 
in the society during the government’s 
tenure. And it includes government be-
ing accountable to the people and rec-
ognising and effectuating the people’s 
right to know. Thus transparency is 
at the core of good governance. Good 
governance is a requirement for a 
country’s development which, to me, 
means improving the society’s produc-
tive capacity, improving the people’s 
welfare and enhancing their freedoms. 

As we know, governments do not 
often voluntarily offer transparency, 
which is why a viable opposition and 
a vibrant and independent news me-
dia are essential ingredients of good 
governance. Above all, perhaps, good 
governance requires a vigilant and 
demanding electorate.

In c ontemp orary Nigeria,  go o d 

maintained national cohesion until 
those regimes collapsed. 

Equally important is that while re-
structuring our federal system would 
help ensure good governance, the lat-
ter does not depend on restructuring 
alone. People and communities at every 
level must continually demand good 
governance from their elected officials.

About a week before the last Rama-
dan, a small business owner in Yola 
complained to me about how poor 
power supply was hurting her restau-
rant business. She wondered why the 
power situation remains very bad and 
pleaded with me to do something about 
it. I explained to her that our country’s 
generation and distribution capacities 
are not anywhere near enough and 
that even the little that is generated is 
sometimes sabotaged by attacks on the 
pipelines that supply gas to the power 
plants in the Niger Delta. “Why should 
we in Yola rely on power from the Ni-
ger Delta? she wondered aloud. “Why 
can’t we have our own power plants in 
Yola or Adamawa State? Am I supposed 
to go the Niger Delta to complain?” she 
fumed.

I am aware that the current govern-

ment is working hard to improve the 
power situation in the country but 
this woman’s questions and statements 
capture the pitfalls of the excessive 
centralisation that has been foisted 
on our country over the years. It must 
be reversed if we are to set ourselves 
on a path of sustainable development, 
peaceful coexistence, and national 
cohesion.

Ever since the creation of this coun-
try out of diverse peoples, cultures, 
histories and geographies, we have 
had our differences and conflicts, and 
early in our history we tried to resolve 
those differences through negotiations 
and compromises. Our resolutions were 
never perfect but they didn’t have to 
be. Human relationships evolve; they 
change as they seek perfection. Our 
diversity encouraged our founding 
leaders to opt for a federal system of 
the government which they hoped 
would allow the federating regions the 
space to control their resources and to 
develop at their own paces according 
to their peculiar situations. At a point 
in our history those negotiations and 
compromises broke down and we had 
a military take-over of power and sub-

Restructuring Nigeria for national cohesion and good governance

Atiku Abubakar

Our resolutions were 
never perfect but they 
didn’t have to be. Hu-
man relationships evolve; 
they change as they seek 
perfection. Our diversity 
encouraged our founding 
leaders to opt for a federal 
system of the government 
which they hoped would 
allow the federating 
regions the space to con-
trol their resources and to 
develop at their own paces 
according to their peculiar 
situations

governance would involve addressing 
the country’s economic stagnation 
and crisis, including transitioning the 
economy to a post-oil/commodities 
trajectory, ensuring security, fighting 
corruption and restructuring the pol-
ity, including the structure of the fed-
eration and government institutions.

National cohesion refers to a sense 
of unity and oneness by citizens of 
a country to the extent that, despite 
their diversity, they see themselves 
as forming a nation. That sense of 
solidarity encourages them to invest 
economically, socially, politically and 
emotionally in the wellbeing of the 
nation-country. National cohesion does 
not mean the absence of disagreements 
but those disagreements play out and 
are resolved within the parameters laid 
out by the country’s laws and regula-
tions and in a manner that preserves 
that sense of oneness.

The organizers of this event wanted 
me to answer the question of whether 
restructuring is the panacea for na-
tional cohesion and good governance.

Well I do not believe that any one 
single thing is the panacea for na-
tional cohesion and good governance 
in Nigeria, but I have no doubt that 
effecting necessary changes to our 
existing federal structure will help to 
promote national cohesion and good 
governance. Some have argued that 
what our country needs is just good 
governance, not restructuring. That is 
misleading. In fact you may have good 
governance without necessarily hav-
ing national cohesion, and vice versa. 
Yes people want good governance, but 
often they also want to feel part of the 
governance process. They like to have 
a sense of belonging. 

They do not just want to see good 
governance; they also want fair and 
equitable governance. And they want 
to be respected as bona fide members 
of the society. People like to see them-
selves represented in those doing the 
governing. Let’s not forget that some 
of the most efficient and effective 
governments in history were also ex-
clusionary brutal dictatorships which 

ATIKU ABUBAKAR
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sequently fought a civil war.
Military rule and the civil war led to 

the steady erosion of our federal struc-
ture. The increasing centralisation of 
power and concentration of resources 
at the federal level, in the context 
of rising oil revenues and neglect of 
other revenue sources, weakened and 
relatively impoverished the states. As 
Vice President and Chairman of the 
National Privatization Council, I saw 
firsthand what an overly centralised 
Federal Government can do wrong. 
Having confiscated the bulk of national 
revenues, the federal government pro-
ceeded to insert itself in a dominant 
manner in virtually every aspect of our 
national life, including the economy 
where it became an investor in all 
manner of businesses rather than fa-
cilitating the emergence of a vibrant 
and thriving private sector.

Although we have succeeded in 
privatising many public enterprises, 
we still engage in what I call insti-
tutional escapism and duplication/ 
multiplication. Rather than fix exist-
ing challenges in existing ministries 
and departments we create new ones 
to carry out the same functions as the 
existing ones. If the Federal Ministry 

of Works is not functioning well, we 
create FERMA. If the police is not doing 
well with respect to traffic manage-
ment, we create Federal Road Safety 
Corps. Again we create a Civil Defence 
Corps in response to police shortcom-
ings in providing security rather than 
decentralising the police among other 
reforms. The list goes on and on. We 
claim that state governments would 
abuse state police, yet we hypocritical-
ly accept their donations of equipment 
and funds to the police commands in 
their states, pretending we don’t know 
that those donations have relational 
consequences.

As you deliberate, there are three 
things I suggest you pay serious atten-
tion to.

•People have a Constitutional Right 
to Peacefully Agitate for Restructuring, 
so focus on identifying the reasons for 
the agitations

We are now in a democracy and 
democratic freedoms allow people to 
express themselves freely, including 
questioning the political and economic 
structures of the country and their 
place in it. We should try to understand 
the basis for the agitations and calls for 

a new compact rather than vilify the 
agitators. It is disingenuous to accuse 
everyone who calls for restructuring 
as trying to break up the county. His-
tory tells us that that kind of cheap 
blackmail will not work as long as the 
underlying reasons for the agitations 
persist.

•It is Ok to have different positions 
on restructuring

Yes restructuring may mean dif-
ferent things to different people. Like 
all things with political and economic 
implications, those calling for restruc-
turing have varying positions, which 
is not a bad thing. But we won’t really 
find out how close our positions are to 
those of others until we sit down with 
them and start to talk and negotiate. 
The biggest challenge seems to be 
that we seem to be allowing moderate 
voices on this issue to be drowned out 
by the reckless utterances of a few 
rabble rousers on all sides who may 
be tools in the hands of those who do 
not wish this country well. These are 
some of the people who arrogate to 
themselves the toga of spokespersons 
of our diverse groups.

•Restructuring will contribute to na-
tional cohesion and good governance.

I have no doubt that restructuring 
our federal system would contribute 
the following among other things:

a. Devolving more powers to the 
federating units and transferring more 
resources to them will help to decon-
gest the centre and enhance greater 
manageability, efficiency and account-
ability. There will be more clarity in the 
division of powers and responsibilities 
between the centre and the federating 
units, and there will be a reduction in 
the attention paid to the center. In my 
view, there should be no federal roads, 
therefore states will be responsible for 
road construction and maintenance 
and people will know that. The same 
would go for schools and hospitals. 
State police (for states that so desire) 
will help improve security. States that 
do not want their own police forces 
will work out arrangements with the 
federal authorities over cost-sharing 
for policing in their jurisdictions. The 
key thing is that federating units will 
have greater resources, authority and 
capacity to tackle localised problems 
with national impact, including educa-
tion, health care, roads and insecurity 
such as the herdsmen-farmers clashes, 
armed robbery, kidnapping, militancy 
and other forms of insecurity that 
may manifest themselves as cultism 
or other anti-social behaviors. That 
would be good governance. And the 
incentive for states in a region or zone 
to pool together to provide services will 
be stronger when we pull the federal 
government out of direct involvement 
in these. And there’s nothing that says 
we must maintain a 36 state structure. 
We obviously can’t go back to the for-
mer regions because of minority rights 
concerns. So we should explore the 
option of using the geo-political zones 
as federating units. With devolved 
powers and resources they will be more 
viable than the existing states. And 
their current make-up is more suited 
to addressing minority concerns.

b. Restructuring will ensure greater 

accountability. People are more likely 
to hold their state and local govern-
ments to account once those govern-
ments are no longer able to convinc-
ingly blame the central government 
for their shortcomings.

c .  Re s t r u c t u r i n g  w i l l  p ro m o t e 
healthy competition among our feder-
ating units, which will encourage them 
to diversify their revenue sources.

d. Restructuring will ensure greater 
fairness and a perception of same 
among our constituent parts.

e. Beyond these, there is also an-
other huge economic imperative for 
us to restructure: oil, which under-
lined and underwrote our excessive 
centralization and fragmentation into 
numerous unviable states, and which 
has been at the centre of much of our 
squabbles, seems to have reached its 
peak as source of revenues for our 
country. In fact, long-term, it seems 
to be on a downward trajectory. And 
even if its contribution to our revenues 
were to remain at current levels in 
the long term, it still spells trouble for 
our economy and the unsustainable 
structure which it has supported for 
nearly 50 years. The states or zones of 
the country that are most dependent on 
oil revenues have a greater urgency to 
decouple themselves from that depen-
dency now that there is still some oil 
revenue to assist them in the transition. 
That window may not remain open for 
a long time, which may then make the 
inevitable transition much more pain-
ful and chaotic. New technologies of 
oil production have hugely increased 
oil output, especially in the US. This, 
as well as the massive investments in 
alternative energy sources around the 
world, has depressed oil prices. And 
things are going to get worse for oil 
dependent economies. Norway has 
announced a ban on the sale of fossil 
fuel powered cars from 2025. France 
will ban the sale of such vehicles from 
2040. And Volvo has just announced 
that every new model of car that it 
would produce from 2019 - in just 
two years’ time - will be either wholly 
electric or hybrid. Tesla, the American 
maker of electric vehicles, just started 
the production of its soon-to-be mass-
produced Model 3 just as other vehicle 
manufacturers are joining the band-
wagon.

We must be open-minded as we 
debate issues of restructuring and as 
we approach negotiations on it. Spon-
soring so-called youth groups to issue 
provo cative statements and caus e 
trouble is not a substitute for reasoned 
arguments as to the better path to the 
future. This country was built origi-
nally out of negotiations by sectional 
groups and leaders. I believe that our 
generation is capable of negotiations 
and compromises for the greater good 
of our country and our peoples.

Being excerpts of speech by At iku 
Abubakar, former Vice President of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria at the 3rd 
Polic y Monitoring Dialog ue Series on 
National Unity, Integration, and Devolu-
tion of Power/Restructuring, organised 
by the Savannah Centre for Diplomacy, 
Democracy and Development, at Ladi 
Kwali Hall, Sheraton Hotels and Tow-
ers, Abuja.
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Emere Joseph Oluji

Interview
How Indorama-Eleme Petrochemicals, other 
coys can survive in host communities - Monarch

H
ow can other Nigeri-
ans know you?

Yes, I am a chief 
and elder, Emere Jo-

seph Oluji, justice of the peace, 
from Aleto Nchia Eleme. Currently, 
I am the traditional ruler of Ewu-u 
community and secretary to the 
Aleto clan chiefs and elders. I am 
a retired college principal after 
15 years (1996 – 2011) in service. I 
graduated from the University of 
Port-Harcourt (1980-1984) with a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Educa-
tion/History. I am now a farmer 
and a servant-leader to my home 
community people.

There are multinational com-
panies operating in Eleme land 
such as Indorama petrochemical, 
can you say they are not doing 
beyond the efforts of Chief Chu 
in the area of Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) to the Eleme 
people?

I cannot compare him as an 
individual with any company in 
Eleme but my prayer is that let the 
multinational companies which El-
eme is a host entity to emulate what 
he (Appolus Chu) is doing freely.

Where do you fault Indorama 
here?

In the area of employment, the 
Indorama petrochemical company 
is doing its best by employing our 
qualified youths from the six host 
communities. At least we have 
some of our highly placed youths 
in the Account and Administrative 
departments.

Are you aware that there are 
good number of unemployment 
youths in the host communities?

Yes, and that is why I am ap-
pealing to the management to ex-
pand the scope of its employment 
opportunities to accommodate 
the employable youths. The few 
youths under their employ are 
not enough compared to their 
enormous operations and the 
memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) binding the company and 
its host communities.

How do you substantiate that?
 It is simple, because the popula-

tion of Eleme-speaking employees 
is very scanty compared to the 
total population of workers there. 
Another and worst thing there is 
that the company pays the work-
ers through labour contractors 
whereby the workers are always 
short changed in their monthly 
wages. For instance, a labour con-
tractor would collect the sum of N 
100,000.00 as salary per worker’s 
head but turns back to pay a work-
er N 50,000.00 or below.

Are these labour contractors 
not from the host communities?

They are both Eleme and non-
indigenes. I am appealing that the 

system should be totally abolished 
because it is nothing but an out-
right human exploitation. One 
thing again, the management 
should observe and implement the 
employment terms of the federal 
ministry of labour and productiv-
ity, that states that, 60 percent of 
junior cadre should come from or 
exclusive reserve of the host com-
munities, and they should not be 
deprived of their socio benefits 
such as electricity power supply 
and scholarships among others.

Do the host communities have 
problems with that of Indorama?

From my observation, Indora-
ma-Eleme Petrochemicals Compa-
ny has four gas power generating 
turbines but at least one should be 
extended to the host communities. 
That is not the case as we have 
always been in black out. We 
have made several appeals to the 
company but no positive response. 
That is why we are experiencing 
protest every now and then. My 
stand is to continue to appeal to the 
management to avoid unnecessary 
protect because I am not comfort-
able with that.

As a chief of your community, 
are you comfortable with the Gov-
ernor Nyesom Wike’s dissolution 
of Elano’s relationship with the 
Indorama host communities?

I am happy and comfortable 
with the government action aimed 
at forestalling desiring peace be-
tween the two parties. I am ap-
pealing to both parties to accept 
the government decision in good 
spirit to avoid bloodshed because 
I have not seen any war without 

bloodshed, destruction of lives or 
property. I also appeal to the Aleto 
and Akpajo host communities to 
come together in unity and settle 
their differences out of court to 
enable them to enjoy their portion 
of the share dividends as other host 
communities have been enjoying 
and progressing from theirs.

How would this affect the 
peaceful atmosphere since the 
dissolution of the two parties and 
the new solutions put in place by 
the government?

Fresh dew of peace has begun to 
permeate the Eleme communities 
since the resolution mechanism 
put in place by Governor Wike. 
Elano is said to be entitled to eight 
per cent of settlement from each 
first shares of 2016 and 2017 and 
subsequent worker’s salaries or 
wages should be directly handled 
by the Indorama Management 
through a Board of Trustees of the 
Communities.

How soon would the Board of 
Trustees come on board?

The host community’s opinion 
leaders have met and appointed 
two persons each from the six host 
communities. These people whom 
we believe are of impeccable char-
acter have been appointed. I wit-
nessed it myself and we are now 
in a dawn of peace. Some youths 
tagged as Elano who ran away 
from the communities in the heat 
of the violence that rocked the 
communities have started show-
ing up freely. I commended Gover-
nor Wike and all the stakeholders 
from the Eleme Local Government 
and the management of Indorama 

for their crises management roles 
to let peace reign in the Eleme in-
dustrial business host community.

From all indications, you are 
close to most Eleme  leaders of 
thought demanding for recogni-
tion of more traditional chief-
taincy stools in Eleme. What is 
stoking the demand?

Eleme is overdue for more 
stools. Let me start from second 
class honours. We ought to have a 
second class certificate per chief for 
Odido zone, a second class certifi-
cate per chief for Nchia zone, then 
the 10 clans and heads of Eleme 
starting from Ogale, Agbonchia, 
etc, should be given 3rd class cer-
tificate. In other Local Government 
Areas in our Rivers State, they 
have their first class. Our people 
have expressed dissatisfaction 
with one first class chieftaincy 
stool that has lasted for more than 
50 years in the area. It means there 
is no growth and development. 
Meanwhile Eleme has 10 clans and 
in each clan we have about five to 
six communities with chiefs and 
even more but without recogni-
tion to us. This is unacceptable; our 
demand is burn out of genuine in-
tention as we speak with one voice.

What then informed your 
vociferous support for  Appolus 
Chu, the Egbere Emere 1 of Okori 
Community as an individual?

I am not alone behind him, but 
I say without equivocation, that 
Egbere Emere 1 of Okori Commu-
nity; His Royal highness, Appolus 
Chu, has my unalloyed support to 
be recognised as a first class chief 
of his Okori Community. Reasons 

are that: Number one, he is one 
of the traditional rulers that has 
endeared himself to the hearts of 
Eleme people by placing food on 
the tables of both the rich and the 
poor through his philanthropic 
disposition. Number two, he is a 
liberal leader who does not dis-
criminate; third, he offers schol-
arships to numerous deserving 
beneficiaries both in post primary 
schools and tertiary institutions. 
The tertiary institutions cover 
both local and overseas recipients. 
Number four, he is a source of 
succour to the wisdoms, orphans 
and the less privileged in all the 10 
Eleme communities you can think 
of. Number five, he empowers the 
petty traders in Eleme whether 
you are an indigene or not espe-
cially those trading in Ogale com-
munity. Number six, he has a free 
medical foundation centre where 
the poor receive free medical 
treatment and job opportunities. 
Number seven, he has been able to 
identify and has brought his Okori 
community people together. These 
are people who over the years 
had been scattered all over other 
Eleme communities due to some 
unfortunate circumstances. The 
list is endless. When the righteous 
rules, the people rejoice, they say. 
He wants to assert his first class 
stool within his Okori community 
with no inordinate ambition for 
the stool of Eleme land in the hand 
of his mentor.

Is he incomparable in the 
whole of Eleme land that can 
as well boast of other sons and 
daughters above him?

I have not implied that, but 
I call him a messiah of Eleme 
people this time around. Yes, Eleme 
people have produced a number 
of managing directors and chief 
executive officers of companies in 
this country, Eleme people have 
produced commissioners in the 
state, business tycoons, political 
leaders from local government 
and state to the federal levels, but 
the question is, what is their track 
record as people who really cared 
for the affairs of Eleme people if not 
for themselves and families? If they 
were doing what Appolus Chu is 
doing, by now Eleme land and the 
people would have been uplifted 
from gross poverty level. It is only 
his enemies that would jubilate if 
he is not given the first class stool 
some of us with the same like mind 
are clamouring and praying for.

How can you defend that?
I stand to challenge any Eleme 

man of whatever class or person-
ality to come out and prove me 
and the person of Appolus wrong. 
This is not a public relations job 
about the man. I’m talking about a 
human being with character that 
believes in human welfares.

Eleme is the industrial hub of Nigeria, east of the Niger, with over 200 companies in steady operation but insecurity and violent protests 
against businesses have always been an issue. Now, a revered chief and elder in the area, Emere Joseph Oluji, in this exclusive interview 
with GODWIN EGBA outlines recent developments that would guarantee more industrial harmony with indorama-Eleme Petrochemicals 
and other big companies in the area. He also made a case for the upgrade of some traditional rulers to first class. Excerpts:
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in delivering marketing 
pitches and advertising 
campaigns.

 “As government adopt 
policies and strategies to 
ease of doing business in 
the Nigeria, it behooves 
all Nigerians, particular-
ly marketers who have 
responsibility to deliver 
products to consumers 
to give traction to the 
‘Buy Nigeria’ slogan by 
developing more local 
products and services to 
achieve import substitu-
tion, create employment 
and reduce pressure on 
our foreign reserves,” he 
stated.

K e y n o t e  s p e a k e r, 

Ekwunife Okoli, CEO, Ad-
vantage Consult Limited, 
in his presentation urged 
participants at the summit 
to understand the con-
sumers’ mindset, which 
can lead to innovation, 
brand building and driv-
ing scale.

According to him, it is 
time to change the focus 
of marketing executive 
to ‘marketprenuer’ to en-
able them think as start-
ups. However, John Ajayi, 
publisher and CEO, Mar-
keting Edge, advocated 
for a changed mindset to 
educate marketing service 
providers on new develop-
ments in the industry.

Marketers urged to innovate 
with ‘Buy Nigeria’ campaign
Bunmi Banjo

M
a r k e t e r s 
in Nigeria 
have been 
u rge d  to 
c o m e  u p 

with innovative ideas and 
campaigns capable of giv-
ing traction to the ‘Buy Ni-
geria’ initiative of the Fed-
eral Government aimed 
at supporting backward 
integration of raw materi-
als at the 2017 Marketing 
Edge National Stakehold-
ers Summit and awards for 
innovation held recently 
in Lagos.

With the fast chang-
ing information and com-
munication technology, 
Nigerian marketers and 
product producers need to 
increase the rate of prod-
uct innovation, quality of 
products and services, to 
improve modes of deliv-
ery to compete in a single 
global market.

Adebayo Shittu, Com-
munications minister, in 
his remarks at the summit 
themed, “Brand Marketing 
and Marketing Manage-
ment in a Recovering but 
Restructuring Nigerian 
Economy: Challenges and 
implications for market-
ing services providers” 
said, there is the need for 
marketers to continually 
research into global devel-
opment and innovations 

with a view to replicating 
same in ways that suit 
Nigeria’s national environ-
ment to achieve ‘globalisa-
tion’.

The Minister, repre-
sented by Akeem Yusuf, 
Special Adviser on Digi-
tal Resources Optimisa-
tion, said marketers are 
currently faced with the 
challenge of creating new 
ways of conducting their 
functions and extending 
the thresholds of product 
research, market intel-
ligence and product de-
livery.

The minister therefore 
urged marketers to de-
ploy modern technologies 

T
he Chartered In-
stitute of Person-
nel Management 
of Nigeria has 

urged Human Resource 
(HR) managers and practi-
tioners to remodel leader-
ship lifestyle in the work-
place. This, it said, would 
create an understanding 
that diversity makes busi-
ness sense, which in turn 
helps management to bet-
ter appreciate its work-
force, and get to know 
what customers really 
want. The call was made 
at the 26th induction cer-
emony of the institute 
held recently in Lagos.

Having a remodel lead-
ership in workplace that 
does not stereotype about 

T
he management of 
Okomu Oil Palm 
Company Plc lo-
cated in Ovia West 

Local Government Area of 
Edo State said the company 
spends about N100million 
annually on health, secu-
rity and environmental 
safety of its staff.

The Managing Direc-
tor of the company, Gra-
ham Heifer made the 
disclosure at the com-
pany’s 2017 Health, Secu-
rity and Environmental 
Awareness Day with the 
theme, ‘A healthy en-
vironment begins with 
me, safety today, safety 
always’ held recently at 
its premises in Okomu.

Heifer said the health, 
environment safely and 
security of members of 
staff and security of the 
company are most para-
mount to the manage-
ment.

According to him, “we 
set aside so much to ensure 
the company continually 
meets the International 
Organisation for Stan-
dardisation (ISO) safety 
compliance order.

“The company spends 
about N2.5million quar-
terly for the maintenance 
of its national and interna-
tional health safety com-
pliance status. We spend 
additional N25million an-
nually for environment 
safety compliance.”

“The c ompany als o 
spends about N70million 
on personal protective 

CIPM urges HR managers to remodel leadership in workplace

‘okomu oil spends n100m 
annually on staff safety’

the age, sex, and category 
of workers in an organisa-
tion creates a better profil-
ing base for the organisa-
tion to know how best to 
relate with the market, the 
institute said.

Keynote speaker, Akin 
Oparison, Senior Fellow, 
Lagos Business School, in 
his paper presentation 
‘The Current Challenge 
of Ensuring Talent and a 
Future Supply’, said when 
people are well managed, 
the bottom-line of the or-
ganisation would be sig-
nificantly impacted.

According to him, HR 
must treat people as hu-
man and not as tools, with 
a problem-solving mind-
set. “The purpose of HR is 
to help members of an or-
ganisation be the best they 

equipment for all members 
of staff, as part of our safety 
compliance policy. The 
equipment are protective 
boots, shoes and shirts, 
among others,” he added.

He further said that 
the spending was a great 
investment to prevent loss 
of lives and to minimise 
accidents in the work place 
because of the utmost im-
portance of safety.

He also disclosed that 
the company spent much 
to conduct environmental 
impact assessment as part 
of its commitment to en-
hance safety.

Heifer further added 
that the company export 
all its rubber products 
overseas countries and 
not locally.

The Okomu oil boss also 
said that the management 
of the company increased 
the price of its products as a 
result of cost of production 
occasioned by increase 
in foreign exchange and 
inflation.

Recall that the price of 
4 litres of palm oil went up 
from N1.500 early 2015 to 
N3,500 after the 2015 gen-
eral election to date while 
two litres rose from N600 
to now N1,700.

He opine d that the 
prices of the products still 
remain the cheapest palm 
oil products in the country.

In his remarks, Fatai 
Afolabi , an environmental 
consultant to the company, 
noted that the company 
meets all the national and 
international environmen-
tal safety laws and regula-
tions.

can be, and understand 
the business environment 
well, and must see them-
selves as the enabler of the 
business,” he said.

Akin opined that HR 
practitioners must learn 
business language to op-
erate effectively at work-
place. “You must under-
stand data and learn to 
use data. Your CEO wants 
figures, and the moment 
you are able to speak the 
business language backed 
with data, they will listen 
to you,” he said.  

However, Akin urged 
the inductees to consis-
tently make employees 
engagement at workplace. 
“Winning the internal war 
within an organisation 
is what set the organisa-
tion apart, which is what 

the HR is usually out to 
achieve,” he further said.

Udom Inoyo, president/
Chairman,  Governing 
Council, CIPM, in his wel-
come address said, practic-
ing HR in Nigeria comes 
with enormous respon-
sibilities, either because 
of a lack of appreciation 
of what HR is about, the 
deliberate attempt to wish 
it away or the enormity 
of expectations from both 
employees and manage-
ment.

A total of 179, and 371 
were inducted for the HR 
Practitioners’ Route and 
Professional Examinations 
Route respective, while 
Oghenekparobo Abasa 
was presented with gift 
items as the best graduat-
ing student.

Seyi john Salau

iDRiS umaR momoh, Benin

Udom Inoyo, president/Chairman, Governing Council, CIPM
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G
od is just a wonderful, 
humorous God. His 
desire is that we His 
children get to know 

Him and His modus operandi. 
Jesus Christ said: “Unto you it 
is given to know the mystery of 
the kingdom of heaven, but unto 
them it is not given (Matthew 
13:11)”. What a privilege, what a 
blessing!!! The purpose of God ap-
pearing in Jesus was to make His 
ways known unto us. Every act 
of Jesus, His miracles, utterances 
and way of handling of issues 
were all pointers to us to act in 
the same manner. The moment 
we fall short of this understand-
ing we are no different from the 
ordinary man, our results are no 
different.

If there is any work, we are 
meant to do that is worthy of 
great result to heaven’s stan-
dard it is to know Him and His 
ways (Dan. 11:32b). This implies 
seeking first His kingdom and 
His way of doing things (Matt. 
6:33). Getting this means we 
have access to the dynamic 
operation of the kingdom of 
heaven that causes to be won-
ders in our world.

For instance, many people 
live in fear of likely problems 
that show up in life and cause 
difficulties and pain. Such 
situations sap our joy and 
enthusiasm to function in life. 
God in Jesus saw this ahead 
of time and warned us that 
in this world we would face 
trials and tribulations, but we 
should be of good cheer for 
He Has overcome the world. 
What a bless e d assuranc e. 
The statement is like a big 
container where the problems, 
challenges or difficulties of life 
however big they may be may 
be poured.

When He tells us to count 
it all joy, or rejoice forever 
more (1Thess.5:16) and He goes 
further in verse 18 to say that 
in everything we should give 

Challenges: 
Minefield of Blessing

out big time. The blessing of 
David was hid in Goliath, the 
blessing of Isaac was hid in 
the famine in the land. The 
blessing of Jehoshaphat was 
hid in the armies that were 
arrayed against him. When 
God gave Jehoshaphat vic-
tory, he had to use his entire 
army to carry the spoil of war 
for three days. Joseph became 
prosperous because he was 
sold into slavery, same goes for 
Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, their difficulties 
and challenges brought about 
their lifting. These and many 
other examples show us that 
God knew what He was saying 
when He told us to rejoice and 
count it all joy.

This is because it is in these 
problems, challenges and at-
tacks that our blessings hide. 
Without us having the right 
understanding and right at-
titude we lose out and it looks 
as though the enemy has won. 
No!!! !  The only place where 
God can hide our blessing and 
where no one can contest it 
is in our problems and all the 
negative things that hell is un-
leashing against us. God tells 
us that “it is with joy that will 
draw it out… (Isa.12:3). Never 
forget, doing business is all 
about problem-solving.

So beloved, we are in for a 
great time of manifesting the 
blessing of God because we 
now know where they are 
kept. We don’t grumble any-
more or murmur because they 
are needless, rather we rejoice 
with joy unspeakable full of 
glory. We count it all joy, we 
celebrate the goodness of God 
in the face of every problem 
or challenge that l ife may 
throw at us. And as we walk in 
this new light I see you enjoy 
untold blessing that has been 
waiting for you in darkness. 
Isaiah 45:3.

Remain Blessed.

thanks, to the uninitiated this 
does not make any sense. We 
may even come to a conclu-
sion that this God is uncaring, 
but to the initiated this where 
the wisdom of God resides. 
From time immemorial, the 
blessing of God has been hid 
in what appears to man as 
problems or challenges. If you 
do not know God and His way 
of doing things you will miss 

T
he Institute of Directors 
(IoD) Nigeria, a foremost 
institute in the human 
resource development at 

the directorate level, in response 
to the need and demand for 
certified Independent Directors 
in Nigeria, has taken a proac-
tive initiative that will lead to 
a formal inauguration of its 
Independent Directors Register 
to guarantee quality represen-
tation on boards of corporate 
entity in Nigeria. 

An Independent director is 
a non-executive director of a 
board who does not have a ma-
terial or pecuniary relationship 
with the company or related 
persons, except sitting fees. The 

institute of Directors to launch independent directors’ register 
concept of independent directors 
is gaining traction in many devel-
oped and developing economies 
around the world and has be-
come a constant feature in con-
temporary corporate governance 
codes and company law statutes.

Mohammed Jumba, acting 
director-general/CEO IoD, in his 
remarks said the maiden edition 
of the independent directors 
register would feature partici-
pants of the IoD Master class for 
Independent Directors.

According to him, the purpose 
of the Independent Directors 
Register is to create a database 
of independent directors in the 
country and to make it available 
to organisations looking to ap-
point directors. 

“The Independent Directors 
Register of IoD Nigeria is a com-

mendable initiative by the insti-
tute to ensure that independent 
directors in Nigeria are truly in-
dependent, with the capacity to 
deliver requisite value expected 
of directors. And in view of the 
conditions for enlistment in the 
Independent Directors Register, 
the IoD Nigeria is championing 
continuous professional devel-
opment of directors, adequately 
arming them for the increasing 
challenges of running compa-
nies in an ever dynamic world,” 
Jumba said.

 The Master class of the IoD 
Nigeria is in two streams, holding 
on Monday 17 and Tuesday 18 
July, respectively. It is however, 
recommended that directors 
interested in featuring in the reg-
ister should take the certification 
course of the institute.

Roshan Tated, branch manager, Olam Nigeria Limited, and Adebayo Solomon, 
program manager of the company, presenting farming inputs to some female sesame 
farmers in Bauchi, recently.

O
lam Nigeria Limited, 
one of the country`s 
leading agri-business 
companies, has pre-
sented farming in-

puts to Sesame farmers under its 
‘Sesame Out-Growers Initiative’ in 
Bauchi State.

The company says it also pro-
cured over 11,000 metric tons of 
Sesame seeds from farmers that 
participated in the scheme in the 
state in last year cropping season.

Roshan Tated, branch manager 
of the company, disclosed that the 
level recorded in Sesame cultiva-
tion in the year in view is attribut-
able to the support it gave to the 
farmers which impacted tremen-
dously on job creation as well as in 
food security in the state.

Tated made this known while 
flagging off this year’s edition of 
‘Sesame Out-Grower Initiative’, 
conceived by the company to 
boost the production of the cash 
crop across the country.

Presenting the farming inputs 
to over 650 farmers participating 
in the scheme, at a ceremony 
which took place in Ningi Local 

olam provides farming inputs to Sesame farmers in Bauchi
Government Area of the state, he 
expressed the determination of 
the company to assist the country 
grow its export share of agro-
commodities.

According to him, the company 
is glad with the collaborative rela-
tionship it entered into with the 
Bauchi State Agriculture Devel-
opment Project (BSADP), and the 
state Sesame farmers that resulted 
in increased interest in the cultiva-
tion of the commodity.

“We are very happy with this 
collaborative relationship be-
tween Olam, BSADP and farmers 
in Bauchi. The main objective of 
the ‘Sesame Out-Grower Initiative 
is to assist the farmers to boost 
their yield.

“Under the scheme the compa-
ny is providing high quality seeds, 
fertilizers and training materials to 
650 farmers in Bauchi State. The 
company will also be buying back 
the harvested produce from the 
farmers at prevailing market price.

“The programme is anchored 
under the company’s Corporate 
Responsibility and Sustainability 
(CR&S) initiative and we have also 
kick-started similar programme 
in Jigawa State in which over 

2,000 farmers are participating,” 
Tated said.

According to him, “In 2016, the 
company procured over 11,000 
metric tons of Sesame from Bauchi 
State farmers which translated to 
increase in job creation and food 
security in the state.”

Speaking also at the occasion, 
Adebayo Solomon, programme 
manager of the project, said that 
the company was encouraged 
by the responses which the 
programme is receiving among 
stakeholders, and revealed the 
intention of the company to enlist 
more farmers in the scheme in the 
coming year.

In his remarks, Yakubu Kirfi, 
the state commissioner for agricul-
ture and natural resources, com-
mended the company for making 
the programme an annual event.

Suggesting a way forward for 
the programme, Kirfi advised 
that the programme be made an 
avenue for discussing issues re-
lated to production, productivity, 
quality control and marketing as 
well as modalities for improving 
the relationship with the view to 
achieving sustainability.

“I want to let you know that 
the state government is ready to 
continue to collaborate with Olam 
by providing enabling environ-
ment and good quality output of 
international standard.

“Our appeal is that the com-
pany continues to patronise the 
farmers and in turn our farmers 
will continue to benefit from the 
good price and support which 
will invariably benefit the state 
in terms of revenue and employ-
ment,” Kirfi added.

Aliyu Salihu Sarkin Doguwa, 
who spoke on behalf of the par-
ticipating farmers, assured that 
the farmers would make good use 
of the inputs supplied to them by 
the company.

He thanked the company, and 
the Bauchi State Government for 
the collaboration and pray for it 
continuity, calling on the farmers 
that are out of the scheme to em-
brace it because of it tremendous 
benefits.

aDeola aJakaiye 
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Beverages 

NAFDAC and people-friendly policies

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

O
ne great feature of 
successful policies is 
the involvement of 
the people’s views 
and needs during 

the process of conception to 
make the implementation much 
easier. This is more significant 
and expedient in a democracy, 
which is about the leaders’ capac-
ity at identifying their priority 
challenges and aspirations and 
mapping out the strategies for 
solving them. This encapsulates 
every facet of the polity and 
economy, including the crucial 
food and drugs sub-sector.

It is in that light that one looks 
critically at the determination and 
drive of NAFDAC in the global 
fight against fake, adulterated, un-
wholesome and hazardous drugs 
and foods. According to Prof. Dora 
Akunyili (of blessed memory), 

“Counterfeiting of products poses 
a great danger to every society 
and the less the awareness, the 
more it gains root into the system. 
The first step towards combining 
counterfeiting is getting people 
to know that it exists with all its 
consequent deleterious effects.”

For instance, NAFDAC is the 
first Regulatory Authority to 
deploy and use Truscan, a hand-
held device used at borders and 
within the country to detect coun-
terfeit medicines on the spot. It 
has also launched the World’s 
first Anti-counterfeiting Mobile 
Authentication Service (MAS) for 
end-patient regulated medication 
authentication. This technology 
has put the power of detecting 
counterfeit regulated products in 
the hands of more than 80 million 
Nigerian cell-phone users thereby 
enlisting them in the fight against 
counterfeit products, especially 
consumables such as food and 
drugs.

In addition, the Agency 
launched the Radio Frequency 
Identification (RFID) System for 
verification of regulated food 
and drugs and their related docu-
ments.

The reason for mentioning 
these issues here is the fact that 
preliminary surveys so far indi-
cate that there is increased success 
in the war against counterfeits, 
attributable to the multi-pronged 
approach that has led to seizures 
of such products at the points of 
entry. But more importantly, is 
the fact that the interest of the 
people, especially the consumers 
was at the back of the mind of the 

egg heads at the Agency while 
fashioning out the policies.

Secondly- and this is notable 
too- is that NAFDAC has for 
some years seen the wisdom in 
deploying modern technology in 
the onerous fight against counter-
feiting. Little wonder that the use 
of these technologies has earned 
the Agency global encomium and 
accolades, making NAFADAC one 
of the top 18 food/drug Regulatory 
Agencies in the entire world!

In fact, in a fact-finding mission 
undertaken by a team of foreign 
investigative journalists led by the 
celebrated, award-winning Dan 
Rather, there were only words of 
praise for NAFDAC for the use of 
cutting-edge technology in this 
war against fake foods/drugs.

 Worthy of note is that NAF-
DAC has reached out to the people 
not only through its weekly tele-
vision and radio programmes but 
has gone a step further by meeting 
them through their local govern-
ment council chairmen.

 But let us first consider why 
many consumers go for counter-
feit products. They do so because 
some unscrupulous manufactures 
are able to fake the package of 
these consumables to make them 
look like the original. And because 
of the harsh economic condition 
ravaging the country they go for 
them because they are cheaper, 
little knowing that they are us-
ing their resources to invite their 
deaths. While the peddlers of 
these products are smiling all the 
way to the bank, they are causing 
serious economic losses due to un-
toward diversion of the revenue 

of the country for their selfish use.
Beyond that, it is necessary for 

consumers to take steps at identi-
fying fake, adulterated, expired 
food and drugs that could be haz-
ardous to human health. Amongst 
these as listed by NAFDAC are:

a. Expired products, or those 
without expiry date. One has to 
be careful to take time to read 
inscriptions on the package no 
matter how seemingly new and 
beautiful they may appear to be.

b. Ensure that the salts they 
buy are iodized.

c. Be mindful of improperly 
processed and unregistered pack-
aged water popularly called ‘pure 
water’.

d. Look out for beer and other 
alcoholic drinks, either locally 
brewed or imported without 
bearing the alcohol content.

e. Some of the soft drinks in the 
market are of lower quality than 
similar brands marketed overseas.

f. Some of the ubiquitous pack-
aged fruit juices are deceptively 
labeled. Many of such lay false 
claims that they include 100 per 
cent fruit juice, no sugar added, no 
sweeteners, no preservatives, yet, 
the fruits do not share the same 
taste as the natural oranges, apples, 
guava as stated.

g. Some food and drugs may be 
marked as “EXPORT ONLY”, yet 
are not.

h. Some Nigerian bakers con-
tinue to use potassium bromate 
as bread improvers, a chemical 
substance banned since the early 
‘90s. It has serious health impli-
cations as it could cause cancer, 
kidney failure and loss of hearing 

or breakdown of vital vitamins.
What this means is that en-

lightened Nigerian consumers 
should assist NAFDAC to assist 
us. Its officers cannot be all over 
the country at any given time. 
Everyone is free to draw the atten-
tion of the Agency to the discovery 
of unwholesome processed food 
and drugs, the use of banned sub-
stances by bakers; those marketed 
with wrong labels or have been 
adulterated.

It is necessary to note that the 
agency has stopped the importa-
tion of fake food and drugs since 
2nd January of 2002 and its of-
ficials inspect factories anywhere 
in the world before they are regis-
tered or renewed for importation 
into the country.

Furthermore, it has appointed 
analysts in India and China who 
rectify any regulated product 
before being brought into the 
country. There is mandatory pre-
shipment inspection by all import-
ers before their arrival.

Another laudable initiative 
on the part of the Agency is the 
involvement of Nigerian banks 
in the fight against counterfeits. 
Since February 2003 the banks 
insist on NAFDAC clearance be-
fore processing financial docu-
ments for importers of regulated 
products. With the support of the 
federal government, there are 
new guidelines which stipulate 
obtaining the agency’s authorisa-
tion before aircrafts lift drugs into 
the country.

Business School’s worst idea: Why the ‘Maximise Shareholder Value’ theory is bogus, short-termism (2)
been hearing this sort of thing from 
McKinsey contacts for more than a 
decade. And the “55 percent” figure 
likely understates the amount of 
short-termism. First, even in a pre-
sumably anonymous survey, some 
CFOs might be loath to admit that. 
Second, for any project big enough 
to impact quarterly earnings, the 
CFO is almost certain not to have 
the final say. So even if his team 
approves it, it could be nixed by 
the CEO out of concern for earn-
ings impact.

It empirically produces worse 
results. We’ve written from time 
to time about the concept of obliq-
uity, that in a complex system that 
is affected by interactions with 
it, it is impossible to map out a 
simple path to a goal. As a result, 
other approaches are typically 
more successful. From a 2007 Fi-
nancial Times article by John Kay, 
who later wrote a book about the 
concept:

Obliquity gives rise to the profit-
seeking paradox: the most profit-
able companies are not the most 
profit-oriented. ICI and Boeing illus-
trate how a greater focus on share-
holder returns was self-defeating in 
its own narrow terms. Comparisons 
of the same companies over time 
are mirrored in contrasts between 
different companies in the same 
industries. In their 2002 book, Built 
to Last: Successful Habits of Vision-
ary Companies, Jim Collins and 
Jerry Porras compared outstanding 
companies with adequate but less 
remarkable companies with similar 

operations.
Merck and Pfizer was one such 

comparison. Collins and Porras 
compared the philosophy of George 
Merck (“We try never to forget that 
medicine is for the people. It is not 
for the profits. The profits follow, 
and if we have remembered that, 
they have never failed to appear. 
The better we have remembered 
it, the larger they have been”) with 
that of John McKeen of Pfizer (“So 
far as humanly possible, we aim to 
get profit out of everything we do”).

 Collins and Porras also paired 
Hewlett Packard with Texas In-
struments, Procter & Gamble with 
Colgate, Marriott with Howard 
Johnson, and found the same result 
in each case: the company that put 
more emphasis on profit in its dec-
laration of objectives was the less 
profitable in its financial statements.

Some more commonly-cited 
reasons for why a focus on share-
holder value hurts performance 
is that it dampens innovation. 
Pearlstein describes another, how 
it de-motivates workers:

Perhaps the most ridiculous 
aspect of shareholder–über-alles 
is how at odds it is with every 
modern theory about managing 
people. David Langstaff, then–chief 
executive of TASC, a Virginia–based 
government-contracting firm, put 
it this way in a recent speech at a 
conference hosted by the Aspen 
Institute and the business school at 
Northwestern University: “If you 
are the sole proprietor of a business, 
do you think that you can motivate 

your employees for maximum 
performance by encouraging them 
simply to make more money for 
you?” Langstaff asked rhetorically. 
“That is effectively what an enter-
prise is saying when it states that its 
purpose is to maximise profit for its 
investors.”

And on a societal level, it erodes 
social capital and trust, which are 
the foundations for commerce. It is 
our social capital that is now badly 
depleted. This erosion manifests in 
the weakened norms of behavior 
that once restrained the most self-
ish impulses of economic actors 
and provided an ethical basis for 
modern capitalism. A capitalism 
in which Wall Street bankers and 
traders think peddling dangerous 
loans or worthless securities to un-
suspecting customers is just “part of 
the game,” a capitalism in which top 
executives believe it is economically 
necessary that they earn 350 times 
what their front-line workers do, a 
capitalism that thinks of employees 
as expendable inputs, a capitalism 
in which corporations perceive 
it as both their fiduciary duty to 
evade taxes and their constitutional 
right to use unlimited amounts of 
corporate funds to purchase con-
trol of the political system- that is 
a capitalism whose trust deficit is 
every bit as corrosive as budget and 
trade deficits.

As economist Luigi Zingales of 
the University of Chicago concludes 
in his recent book, A Capitalism for 
the People, American capitalism 
has become a victim of its own suc-

cess. In the years after the demise 
of communism, “the intellectual 
hegemony of capitalism, however, 
led to complacency and extremism: 
complacency through the degen-
eration of the system, extremism 
in the application of its ideological 
premises,” he writes. “‘Greed is good’ 
became the norm rather than the 
frowned-upon exception. Capital-
ism lost its moral higher ground.”

Many elite professionals are 
deeply upset with Trump’s win. Yet 
the ideology that he represents is 
very much in line with the logic of 
corporate raiders, many of whom, 
like him, went to Wharton Business 
School. And many elite profes-
sionals, in particular lawyers and 
consultants, profited handsomely 
from the adoption of the buccaneer 
capitalist view of the world and 
actively enabled much of its ques-
tionable thinking and conduct… So 
as Lambert has warned, unless we 
hear a different economic and social 
vision from The Resistance, which 
looks troubling to have more failed 
Democratic party influence behind 
it than either of us like, the best 
we are likely to get is a restoration. 
And if you remember the French 
Revolution, strongman Napoleon 
was succeeded by the Bourbon 
Restoration, which then led to the 
Second Empire under his nephew. 
So if we want better outcomes, 
status quo ante is not good enough.

 For further details call on me 
for in-depth discussions, business 
advisory services and training - send 
a message via WhatsApp or SMS.

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.
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A 
recent study by McKin-
sey & Company, the blue-
chip consulting firm, and 
Canada’s public pension 

board found alarming levels of 
short-termism in the corporate 
executive suite. According

to the study, nearly 80 percent 
of top executives and directors 
reported feeling the most pressure 
to demonstrate a strong financial 
performance over a period of two 
years or less, with only 7 percent 
feeling considerable pressure to 
deliver strong performance over 
a period of five years or more. It 
also found that 55 percent of chief 
financial officers would forgo an 
attractive investment project today 
if it would cause the company to 
even marginally miss its quarterly-
earnings target.

As we’ve stated before, we’ve 
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D
espite its relative 
large population 
size, Africa is ec-
onomically un-
derweight with 

high-level poverty among its 
people which explains the low 
standard of living and sub-
human conditions in which 
some of the people live.

With only €113 billion gross 
asset value of real estate, repre-
senting 1 percent of the world’s 
total value, Africa is also said 
to be underweight despite its 
large and growing population 
estimated to be 15 percent of 
the world total.

The black continent is un-
derweight in asset value of 
real estate relative to other 
continents. But this has its posi-
tive side because it has made 
Africa an attractive prospect for 
investible funds in real estate.

Home ownership in most 
parts of this continent is almost 
a luxury because houses are 
literally unavailable and where 
they are, they are inaccessible 
and unaffordable because of 

Mortgage access and 
poverty in Africa

Talking Mortgage

(08037156969, chukuroko@yahoo.com)

with

CHUKA UROKO

their high prices.
The World Bank estimates 

that only 3 percent of the Afri-
can population, about 15 percent 
of the world’s 7.3 billion popula-
tion, has income viable enough 
to qualify them for a mortgage, 
underscoring the level of pov-
erty in the black continent 
where some households live 
below poverty line.

In Nigeria, the continent’s 
most populous nation and one 
touted as its largest economy, 
it is estimated that 70 percent 
of its 170 million people lives 
below poverty line, which ex-
plains the low home ownership 
level that is a little above 10 
percent in the country.

It is also estimated that about 
90 percent of houses in Nigeria 
are self-built with less than 5 
percent of them in possession 
of formal title registration. Close 
real estate industry watchers 
note that mortgage loans and 
advances in the country stand 
at 0.5 percent to GDP in contrast 
to 30-40 percent in emerging 
economies and 60-80 percent 

in advanced economies.
Major obstacles to mortgage 

finance in Nigeria particularly 
include dearth of long-term 
funds, absence of a secondary 
mortgage market, inadequate 
branch network of Primary 
Mortgage Banks  (PMBs), among 
others. A lot still needs to be 
done to grow housing finance 
in the country.

The growth of housing fi-
nance in Nigeria, according 
to Guillaume Roux of Lafarge 
Africa, needs the support of the 
small microfinance institutions 
in their efforts to expand and di-
versify their offering. He added 
that the growth would also 
come from the large commer-
cial banks which are becoming 
more and more attracted by the 
low to medium income segment 
of the housing market.

 Roux’s argument is that both 
the microfinance institutions 
and commercial banks need 
support to develop housing 
products and build up projects 
which would positively affect 
the low income segment, urging 

organisations and institutions 
to help one another to achieve 
these goals.

Nigeria needs to grow hous-
ing finance through such ini-
tiatives as ‘Housing Microfi-
nance Academy’ which Lafarge 
launched in 2014 in partnership 
with International Finance 
Corporation (IFC) and African 
Finance Development (AFD).

Training sessions need to be 
organised to promote housing 
microfinance and develop the 
capabilities of banks in that field. 
Roux sees governments as criti-
cal stakeholders required to cre-
ate the regulatory framework 
that would make the housing 
market work for the low income 
segment, noting that the setting 
up of the Nigerian Mortgage 
Refinance Company (NMRC) 
and the institutions for housing 
finance, including microfinance 
and mass housing financing, 
with the support of the World 
Bank, is a good example of a 
platform which would facilitate 
the growth of initiatives there.

“This will progressively en-

able a decrease in interest rates 
in the mortgage industry. How-
ever, more support from the 
government is needed to lower 
the interest rates for the fund-
ing of affordable housing and 
social housing projects. Today, 
they represent a cost of up to 30 
to 40 percent of the construc-
tion, which is borne by the end 
user”, Roux said.

It needs to be stated that 
there is a need to improve the 
affordability of construction 
itself in which case social hous-
ing projects should be setting 
the stage by showcasing new 
construction techniques that 
could improve quality, deliver 
faster and reduce the cost of 
construction.

African governments need 
to creatively innovate in order 
to improve the living standard 
of their people through the 
provision of affordable and 
mortgage-backed housing pro-
grammes. Also, the mortgage 
system has to be improved to 
make it not only accessible but 
also affordable.

Property 
Logic
With Akhigbe Dominic

SundayBusiness

Rescuing your landed 
property from grabbers

W
hat if you just 
discovered that 
your land has 
b e e n  s o l d  t o 

more parties than only you? Or 
the documents that you pos-
sess concerning your piece of 
land are mere forgeries?, Or, it 
could be that you left this land 
undeveloped for a while only to 
return to discover that a different 
person has started developing 
your land; what are your likely 
remedies? How do you solve this 
mind-rendering issue instantly 
and beat these crafty crooks to 
it? These are very likely questions 
that are common in the terrain 

we find ourselves while buying 
family lands popularly referred 
to as ‘Omo onile’ lands. Thank 
goodness that the Property Pro-
tection Law of 2016 (Lagos state) 
has brought a level of sanity. 
However, this law is not full-proof 
as some dare-devil professional 
land grabbers have started devis-
ing very ingenious strategies to 
circumvent this noble intention 
by the government to protect the 
interest of property owners by 
plugging the possible loopholes 
in the Law. This is a matter for 
another day though. Let us see 
how you could be insulated from 
the criminal ingenuity of these 

professional land grabbers and 
the various Titles that could res-
cue you from their jaws should 
they come preying at your hard 
earned landed property.

In the case of Nwokorobia Vs 
Nwogu in 2009; the Supreme 
Court held that ‘…one of the 
ways to prove ownership of title 
to land is by production of the 
Title Documents…’

This has made it apt that Title 
is key in land ownership. Any 
other calculation or permuta-
tion puts the individual at the 
mercy of the system. There is 
no superior way to demonstrate 
ownership of landed property 

than possessing infallible title 
to same. Titles of all sorts are 
available. This could be any of 
or a combination of one or more 
of the following; Certificate of 
Occupancy, Deed of Sublease, 
Deed of Assignment, Deed of 
Gift, Deed of Partition, Regis-
tered Survey and many more. 
The fact is; no sufficient and 
effective claim can be laid on a 
Property without a Title. There-
fore; rescuing your embattled 
landed property from grabbers 
would rely on the possession of 
any of the above a combination 
of more than one of it to suffice.

….to be continued
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S
takeholders in the non-
profit organisations, 
usually referred to 
as Non Governmen-

tal Organisations (NGOs) in 
Nigeria who converge on 
Lagos for the Aspire Corona-
tion Trust (ACT) Foundation 
breakfast dialogue has advo-
cated for collaboration among 
nonprofits organisations for 
better service delivery to the 
society.

The stakeholders are con-
versing for NGOs with simi-
lar project ideas to collaborate 
and harness their ideas to 
make it bigger for significant 
social impact on the larger 
society, instead of the cur-
rent fragmentation being 
witnessed in the country.

 With a better collabora-
tion strategy, it is expected 
that these NGOs will find it 
easy to approach donors with 
ideas, which in turn would 
broaden their scope of opera-
tion and capacity to reach a 
wider range of beneficiaries 
with the right social impact.

The ACT Foundation 
breakfast dialogue held 
recently in Lagos focused 
on partnerships that work 
among non-profit organ-
isations. The theme was, 

Stakeholders advocate 
collaboration among non-
profit organisations

‘Connecting the Dots’. The 
foundation hopes to leverage 
relationships to create effec-
tive social impact solutions 
across Africa.

The keynote speaker, 
Aigboje Aig-Imoukhuede, 
Co-Founder/Chairman, Coro-
nation Capital Mauritius Lim-
ited, in his address said, ACT 
is trying to create a means of 
getting Nigerians as social 
entrepreneurs together so 
that they can mobilize fund 
and make an impact.

According to him, there 
are people who incentivize 
others to commit to giving 
donation and raising fund 
because they believe the 
people they are giving to will 
make huge impart. “So, how 
do we create a sector of social 
entrepreneur like they have 
in the US, who know how to 
conceive an idea, develop the 
idea as a value proposition to 
meet potential donors. People 
who can create the right type 
of impact on a sustainable 
basis,” he said.

Osayi Alile, CEO, ACT 
Foundation, said  her motiva-
tion for helping people find 
solutions to issues and chal-
lenges led to ACT Founda-
tion.” We are concerned about 
the issue of sustainability of 
these organisations as some-
thing that will do a lot of us 
some good”

Seyi John Salau

roads. This however limits 
economic activity.

Any country that does 
not have a develop e d 
transport system, like 
China always experiences 
markets and businesses 
that are limited in local 
areas. This would deny 

other cities development 
and at the end poverty is 
spread. China has good 
roads, good road network, 
sub-rail transport system, 
good commercial vehicles 
and privately operated 
bike system. No wonder 
China economy is growing 

Can China’s bike-sharing model work in Nigeria?
Daniel obi

fast and it is the toast of 
the world.

Apart from economic 
gains by the operators, it 
is gathered that the bike-
sharing model is today at-
tracting other value chain 
businesses in China as mar-
keters are keying into the 
system.

“Obviously, marketers 
are interested. Bike-sharing 
apps can potentially yield 
a lot about riders, like the 
area where they live, their 
route to work, which shops 
they typically pass by and 
whether they’re on holiday 
in a new city. And brands 
have been experiment-
ing with how to tap into 
the sudden Chinese craze”, 
writes Angela Doland in 
Adage.

Some Chinese cities 
have long had rental bikes 
similar to New York’s Citi 
Bikes or Paris’ Velib service, 
but according to Angela 
what really makes Chinese 
model different is that Chi-

nese companies offered 
bikes that can be parked 
anywhere. There are sev-
eral dozen companies com-
peting in the sector.

Chibuzor Azubuike, a 
young businessman based 
in Lagos doubts whether 
the bike-sharing model 
would work in Nigeria. He 
cited the issue of insecurity. 
According to him, fraud-
ulent individuals would 
rather lift the computer 
locked bikes in to their 
vehicles, go somewhere 
and dismantle the locks for 
personal gains.

Mohammed , an Egyp-
tian also agreed with 
Chibuzor that insecurity 
and insincerity might pose 
challenges to the model in 
certain countries. Security 
is a prime factor in Ease 
of Doing Business. With 
security, the bike-sharing 
model in China has become  
a success and the operators 
are gaining.

W
i t h  s e -
c u r i t y 
i n  a n 
environ-
ment, a 

lot of socioeconomic prog-
ress could be achieved. Take 
for instance; some compa-
nies in China operate riders 
bike-sharing business.

Under this model, these 
companies put many bi-
cycles in the streets which 
allow any rider to unlock a 
particular bicycle by scan-
ning a code with his/her 
smartphone. After, using 
the bicycle, the rider parks 
the bicycle at any corner. 
There is no particular park 
for them.  It is understood 
that the cost for using 
the bicycle are in pennies 
through the mobile phone 
payment.

The model enables easy 
movement of people of 
different cadres across the 

city and improves business. 
This becomes important 
especially during conges-
tion in traffic by motorists.  
It is also interesting to note 
that in China, provision for 
bicycle riders was consid-
ered in road construction in 
the cities. The bike-sharing 
model with its easy move-
ment along the roads also 
discourages many car own-
ers from using their cars for 
movements which in turn 
frees the roads.

In addition to poor road 
networks and bad roads, 
what makes roads in cities 
like Lagos seem congested 
is the absence of various 
means of transport sys-
tem like rail, bicycles and 
un-conducive commercial 
public buses. These chal-
lenges therefore buoys  up 
the many car owners to use 
their cars for movement 
within the city and as a 
result, those cities witness 
heavy traffic jams that keep 
individuals for hours on the 

T
here are plenty 
of great holiday 
memories to be 
made just by pull-

ing out your smart gadgets 
to capture the moment. 
Technology is fast becom-
ing a companion to va-
cation lovers simply to 
help them maximize their 
holiday time with greater 
connectivity devoid of 
any form of stress. These 
days hotels now offer their 
guests more than just the 
latest tablet or TV, they 
have upped their game by 
utilizing more technology 
in smarter ways to make 
life simple for guest while 
holidaying with them in a 
more relaxed and home-
like environment. “The 
power of smart technology 
is unimaginable offering 
users unique experiences 
that they would struggle 
to find elsewhere”, says 
LG, a global technology 
innovator in consumer 
electronics, mobile com-
munications and home 
appliances,

 According to LG, quot-
ing some studies, vaca-
tions are good not only 
for the individual but for 
the overall growth and 
development of an organi-
zation, because it helps the 
individual to rejuvenate 

LG out with new products to maximize 
holiday makers’ time, connectivity

and increase productiv-
ity at workplace which 
invariably guarantees a 
steady career growth. It is 
for this reason that more 
people are beginning to 
embrace the idea of going 
on vacation at least once in 
a year, providing an ample 
opportunity to unwind 
while staying connected 
technologically. Going on 
vacation does not mean 
lagging behind in terms of 
latest happening around 
the world. Smart technolo-
gies are everywhere that is 
why Electronics giant, LG 
has designed life chang-
ing and highly innovative 
products to bring about 
smart connected and safe 
world, the multination 
firm said in a statement.

“LG Electronics has in 
stock quite a number of 
unique smart innovative 
products that could help 
the consumers enjoy them-
selves while holidaying, 
these include; Smart TVs; 
Sound systems; ProBeam 
Laser Projector; Hom-Bot 
cleaner; Home Appliances, 
etc. For instance the Hom-
Bot vacuum cleaner has a 
unique feature known as 
the HomeView this allows 
for real-time monitoring 
and HomeGuard which 
automatically sends photos 
whenever any movement 
is noticed.

Managing Director, LG 
Electronics West Africa 
operations,  Taeick Son said: 
“ the best time for relax-
ation is vacation and to 

help make it a worthwhile 
experience LG has a vari-
ety of smart products to 
help consumers stay safe 
and connected to their 
loved ones even while on 
holiday. With our smart 
innovative product you 
are sure of having a memo-
rable holiday experience.”

However, LG’s lineup 
of smart technologies has 
continued to prioritize 
consumer’s usability and 
engagement at a time the 
smart home platform con-
tinues its navigation into 
the mainstream success. 
The portability of some 
of these devices is unpar-
alleled. Technologically 
enabled services such as 
smart lighting, mobile 
working solutions and 
smart governance would 
continue to shape consum-
ers vacation experiences, 
he said.

According to him, as 
more and more people take 
advantage of vacations to 
get the much desired rest, 
home appliances from LG 
Electronics could help to 
safeguard the home with 
security features which 
can be monitored from 
anywhere putting the 
mind of consumers at rest 
while having the best of 
time holidaying.
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Going down memory lane, when did 
this whole Christianity journey start 
for you?

T
he whole Christianity journey 
started when I was about 12. 
I got converted by one of our 
beloved brothers from Deeper 
Life then, Pastor Idowu. I used 

to be very stubborn. I was playing football, 
they came around doing their normal 
evangelism and got me converted, asked 
me to come to church, and they led me to 
Christ. Then I joined my church, Church 
of God Mission, and from that time it has 
been a journey with Christ. Actually, my 
mother told me that before she gave birth 
to me, she had that feeling that I was going 
to be a prophet and that God sent me to the 
world, but I never knew until the journey 
started for me from that 12/13 years. After 
joining the children’s department, I was 
appointed as the head of the children. We 
read the bible together, prayed together, 
and the mission began, but God’s action 
kept me to where I am now.  

Recently, Glorious Citadel of Praise 
Mission Inc. invited you as a guest min-
ister for its youth week themed ‘Destined 
for Exploit’. How do you see the youth 
ministry in Nigerian churches? 

A particular ministry invited me, 
and I have been going out for other pro-
grammes. The theme for this year’s pro-
gramme was ‘Destined for Exploit’. I found 
out that most of the youths today are 
drifting away from the plan and purpose 
of God. Most of them are now interested 
more in materialism, to acquire, show 
and impress, and I found out that without 
knowing God, without the word of God, 
you cannot be relevant; that is the first 
point. I also found out that youths gener-
ally are not interested in the things of God; 
only a little percentage of the youths are 
actually crazy for God, while the remain-
ing are crazy for show-off, to acquire, buy 
new car – they just want to live a flamboy-
ant life. That really is my assessment of the 
youth because they have not been able to 
discover their purpose in life; instead, they 
have allowed the economic and political 
situation around them to determine their 
lifestyle as they strive to meet up with a 
friend’s way of life. 

 Your church too is organising a youth 
programme with the theme ‘Maximiz-
ing Your Youthful Strength’. What is it 
about?

‘Maximizing Your Youthful Strength’ 
is about restructuring the mindset of the 
youths in the sense of letting them know 
that their strength is of God, the amount 
of God you have determines the strength 
you have to achieve things in life. If 
you do not know God, you do not have 
strength. Maximizing your youthful 
strength is utilizing the God-given pur-

pose to get the right result and the right 
things; training the youth to maximize 
their strength. If they are academically 
organized, they will provide solution. 
You can add value, grow and improve 
the economy. 

 Looking at our churches today, there 
seems to be more focus on denomination, 
which in a way is bringing division into 
the body of Christ. What is your view?

The issue of denomination should 
really not be divisive to us as Christians 
because we are all running a race to meet 
our God. Many churches are building 
the edge and that edge is preventing the 
power of God from flowing effectively. I 
look beyond the church that invites me 
because we are looking at people. We 
want the people to be touched and let the 
power of God move freely to affect that 
generation. The issue of denomination is 
demonic, people are using it as a means of 
creating empire for themselves.

What is your assessment of gover-
nance in Nigeria? 

Talking about governance in Nigeria 
currently, I would like to use Lagos State 
as an example of what governance should 
be. Though some states have tried to make 

a huge impact on their own, Lagos State 
appears to be a model. His Excellency, 
Governor Akinwunmi Ambode has done 
so much with little despite the pressure 
of the people, coupled with the economic 
recession in the country. He has been able 
to sustain the state in the fight against 
terrorism, kidnapping, insecurity and still 
carry out some developmental projects 
across the state. The state government has 
been able to come up with some physi-
cal infrastructural projects, which have 
increased the confidence reposed in the 
government by the people, and I think 
they should be able to manage their belief 
and maximize on the gains.

As politicians strategise ahead 2019 
general elections, what do you have to 
say to them?

Yes, I have a strong piece of advice for 
the politicians preparing ahead of 2019. 
My advice to them first and foremost is, let 
us not look at the things we stand to gain 
in the elected offices. To the electorates I 
would say, let us look at what we have, let 
us vote for truthful people that will take us 
to the next level, people of integrity, noble 
people, people of intellect, persons that 
will not think and operate or take us back 

to live like we were in the 18th century. 
We should vote for persons who think like 
21st-century politicians with the ability to 
move forward. While nominating people 
for positions in 2019, let’s get the right 
people to take the right positions, and now 
it appears like we can also recall people 
back if they are not performing.

It is high time we gathered our best 
players and put them on the field of play. 
I think a two-party presidential election 
free of corruption, free of rigging, and 
devoid of all the things being experienced 
now is best for the country. I also believe 
this is the season and time of seeing ev-
erybody coming out to vote, and let them 
vote right, not allowing politicians to use 
money to bribe their conscience and buy 
the country. It is high time we voted for 
whoever we know can perform, not for 
money, but voting for integrity, voting for 
performance and voting for the person 
that can deliver.

 Finally, what is your message to Chris-
tian youths?

My message and advice to Christian 
youths generally is, first and foremost, 
know God. If you do not know God, 
brethren you are going nowhere as it is, 
you cannot succeed. Your success is for 
a while, it will not last long. If you know 
the place of God in your life, you will be 
out there being creative and innovative; 
you will be result-oriented and will make 
impact. God is the one that giveth ideas 
that open doors, ideas that sustain you. 
Idea comes from God, God gives inspira-
tion and enlightenment. So, I advise the 
youths to look up to God, spend some 
time out of your comfort zone and be 
relevant, be impactful to your generation, 
add value, be creative, do not be dormant. 
God gave us skills, there is a skill to get 
things done in our hand, but sometimes 
we do not even look inward to see it. Look 
out for what you are created for, what 
you are born for, what you are born to 
do. Discover the skill God has given you, 
and if you step out of your environment, 
you will find yourself providing solu-
tions, doors will be open and if you are 
a vision provider, men will look for you 
and you will stand before great men, you 
will be the one making a way when you 
give solutions. 

 What more can you tell us about 
yourself?

Well, I am happily married to Destiny 
Adebola, and God has been faithful. My 
wife and I are committed to the ministry, 
and we have grown in a couple of years to 
see how we can be relevant to the things 
of God. In our own social life as well, God 
has been faithful to us as a couple. We 
have a company that we run, DESTJO-
EDAN GLOBAL RESOURCE. With this we 
are able to add value to humanity, impact-
ing our generation and the young ones.
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‘Many of today’s youths have drifted 
from God’s plan and purpose for them’
Reverend Joseph Adebola is an associate pastor with the Church of God 
Mission International, Lagos-West Zonal Headquarters, Okokomaiko, Lagos. 
A youthful man of God with great passion for the youth ministry and a 
strong advocate of positive, creative and innovative thinking, Adebola, in 
this interview with SEYI JOHN SALAU, speaks on the need for Nigerian 
youths to spend more of their youthful days serving God. Excerpts:

Reverend Joseph Adebola
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Hanatu: A message of hope, 
opportunity to dream again
OBINNA EMELIKE

W
hile cinema go-
ers across the coun-
try are often on the 
edge of their seats 
watching Roti, a new 

movie released by Kunle Afolayan last 
June, they were not expecting another 
thriller soon from the award-wining 
movie maker.

However, the ace filmmaker is once 
again blazing the trail with yet another 
enthralling production. This time, 
Afolayan went out of his way to 
script, direct and produce a short 
film dotted with message of hope.  

Aptly tagged Hanatu, the movie, 
which is sponsored by the Sahara 
Foundation, a subsidiary of the Sa-
hara Group, took a different bend 
from the regular movies. While it 
raises empathy at its first encoun-
ter with viewers, it also raises hope, 
educates, as well as, entertains.

Once again, Afolayan’s creative 
ingenuity came to play in the story 
line. Hanatu tells the story of a little 
girl with the eponymous name who 
loses one of her limbs and her father 
in a road accident. However, she is 
rediscovered by Piriye, a youth 
corps member, posted to serve in 
her village. Piriye later goes out of 
his way to help the lonely Hanatu 
who never leaves her mother’s hut, 
but peeps through the window watch-
ing other children play around and go 
to school. He helps her to get a new limb 
through one of the Sahara Foundation’s 
programmes online.

The short film is unique even in its 
production. First, Afolayan never saw 
it as one of those his past jobs because 
the film opened his eyes to many 
possibilities. Secondly, the movie 
brought global attention to Auchi; 
the setting and surprising fortune 
to the family of the little girl that 
played the role of Hanatu.

“I never saw Hanatu as a job, it 
rather opened his eyes to many 
things”, the filmmaker says while 
reflection of his experience in the 
course of the production of the film.

“I didn’t want to shoot the film 
in Lagos. Someone recommended 
Auchi. I told myself I would look 
for children in the community to 
audition for the role of Hanatu. The 
young girl who played the Hanatu role, 
Joan Momodu, followed her sister to 
the audition, she stood on one side. I just 
saw her and knew she would play the 
role well,” he explains further.

Excited not only at the superb pro-
duction, Sahara Group, the sponsor, is 
also excited at the successful premiere 
of the short film to an exclusive audi-
ence at Terra Kulture Arena in Lagos 
on July 7, 2017.

Explaining the rationale behind the 
short film, Tonye Cole, chairman, Sa-

mitment to defy the 
impossible and a tes-
timony to how far-
reaching success can 
be recorded in devel-
opmental projects 
when we have all 
stakeholders work-
ing together without 
recourse to race, gen-
der or creed”.

Beyond promoting 
good corporate citi-
zenship, the Sahara 
Group chairman ex-
plains the motivation 
to sponsor Hanatu 
saying, “Our moti-
vation comes from 
seeing people who 
were previously chal-
lenged rise up and 
dream again. We 
consider it a huge 
privilege to serve and 
impact the lives of 
beneficiaries across 
the globe. Nothing 

compares with the feeling one gets from 
providing sustainable interventions 
that enable individuals and communi-
ties find the desire to pursue and realise 
their aspirations. In fact, at the heart 
of Sahara’s business objectives, lies an 
unflinching commitment to promoting 
good corporate citizenship across the 
globe”.

After its premiere on July 7, 2017, 
Hanatu now runs on cinemas across 
the country.

hara Group, says, “The film epitomises 
Sahara’s commitment to sustainability, 
responsibility and extrapreneurship. It 
is an expression of what the company 
stands for, providing opportunities for 
aspirations to blossom into fruition. It 
is the mantra of hope; the demystifica-
tion of impossibilities; a clarion call for 
sustainable development across climes 
and times”.

Speaking earlier in an interview on 
the short film, Cole says, “We sought 
to use the medium of story-telling to 

capture a core aspect of Sahara, which 
is our commitment to sustainability, 
responsibility and extrapreneurship 
activities. The film brings a message 
of hope.

“So, Hanatu is more than a movie, 
it is a movement that challenges gov-
ernments, the private sector and 
multilateral institutions across the 
globe to remain resolute in the quest 
for spreading the impact of the SDGs 
until all the goals are achieved and sur-
passed. Hanatu embodies hope; a com-
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Art X Lagos 2017 set to bring Africa’s 
leading art masters to Lagos in November
…over 5000 visitors, 1 art fair

Ajuwaya opens to great review

T
P-Collective is delighted to 
announce the second edition 
of its annual art fair, ART X 
Lagos. From November 3-5, 
2017, The Civic Centre in 

Victoria Island, Lagos, will play host 
to some of Africa’s most sought-after 
established and emerging artists, and 
leading galleries.

Last year, the debut edition of ART 
X Lagos saw 65 artists, drawn from 10 
countries in Africa, present works of 
art across various mediums including 
painting, sculpture, illustration and 
photography. Special projects included 
live art installations, and performances 
that combined music with visual art. 
During its 3-day run, over 5,000 visitors 
attended the art fair, spanning art lovers, 
enthusiasts, collectors and international 
observers.

Building on the success of its maiden 
edition, and continuing with its objec-
tive to showcase the best and most 
innovative contemporary art from the 
African continent and the diaspora, 
ART X Lagos in 2017 will host presti-
gious galleries such as Art House - The 
Space (Nigeria), SMO Contemporary 
(Nigeria), Stevenson Gallery (South Af-
rica), Gallery 1957 (Ghana) and Tafeta 
(United Kingdom), amongst others. The 
presenting galleries have been chosen 
by a Selection Committee led by Advi-
sory Board members, N’Goné Fall, the 
renowned Senegalese curator, art critic 
and cultural consultant, and Femi Li-
jadu, one of Nigeria’s most respected art 
collectors and leading commercial law-
yers. The 2017 art fair will also feature 
curated projects and a talks program, 
curated by MisslaLibsekal, an indepen-
dent cultural producer and the Founder 
of Another Africa. In addition the art fair 
will see the return of ART X Live! a live 

Ajuwaya-The Haunted 
Village, an adventure 
movie, has received 

impressive review and feed-
backs from audience and 
lovers of great movies since 
making its cinema debut July 
7, 2017.

Excited fans that had just 
seen the movie at the cinema 
could not stop raving about 
the movie, from the story 
to its production. Some de-
scribed watching the movie 
as a mind blowing experi-
ence. According to one of 
them, “I wish it never fin-
ished; I can watch the movie 
ten times over and over”

Another fan wrote, “My 
expectations were not cut 
short. I went back to my 
NYSC days and I enjoyed 
every bit of the adventurous 
experience”.

On these feedbacks, Tolu 
LordTanner, the producer, 
said, “The reviews and feed-
back we have been getting 
are encouraging and I am 

art and music performance featuring 
Africa’s most talented rising artists, as 
well as interactive projects curated by 
A Whitespace Creative Agency.

Speaking at the announcement of 
ART X Lagos recently, Tokini Peterside, 
founder, ART X Lagos, and director, TP-
Collective said, “Our debut art fair in 
2016 was an exciting and exhilarating 
experience that validated our decision to 
create this vital platform for the growth 
and increased visibility of African artists 
and galleries. We are incredibly proud of 
our achievement, which culminated in 
visits by over 5,000 visitors to the Civic 
Centre over 3 days, to see the works 
of Africa’s most inspiring artists. This 
would have been impossible without 
the phenomenal support of the galleries, 
sponsors and partners, who took a huge 
leap of faith and committed to support 
us from ground zero, for which we are 
most grateful. In just 4 months’ time, we 
will be opening the doors to the ART 
X Lagos art fair, and we look forward 
once again to welcoming a vast and 
varied local and international audience 
as we seek to reinforce Lagos’ position 
as an emergent cultural capital on our 
continent.”

ART X Lagos 2017 is made possible by 
the generous, committed support of its 
sponsors, which includes thus far - Ac-
cess Bank (Gold Sponsor); Absolut (Silver 
Sponsor); Stanbic IBTC Pensions, Seven 
Up and Anap Jets (Bronze Sponsors). 
ART X Lagos was founded by Tokini 
Peterside, while its executive team is 
also supported by an Advisory Board 
comprised of –Labi Ogunbiyi, Dudun 
Peterside, Evelyn Oputu, Fatima Wali-
Abdurrahman, Femi Lijadu, Jess Castel-
lote, Junaid Dikko, N’Goné Fall and Reni 
Folawiyo.

happy people have received 
the movie so well. It is really 
great and I hope this continues. 
Everyone should go to see the 
movie, go to any cinema near 
you, whether you are a corp 
member or not, it is a movie for 
anyone and everyone”.

The adventure mov ie, 
which has been described 
as a breath of fresh air in the 
Nollywood industry is a youth 
oriented movie. It delivers 
a fresh and unique angle to 
the conventional Nollywood 
epic story and takes us on a 
journey following the story of 
six young city dwelling corp 
members, who get posted to 
a remote village and end up 
breaking an age long tradition 
without realizing it.

The movie features Timi-
ni Egbuson, Lanre Hassan, 
Etinosa Idemudia, Kemi Lala 
Akindoju, Rahama Sadau, and 
others.

The mind blowing adven-
ture movie is still showing in 
all cinemas nationwide.
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Wanderlust: Highlight on 
migration through art

Steph Nora Okere gets BoI support for ‘Roberta’

B
eyond its high profile 
guests, The Wheat-
baker Hotel in Ikoyi 
Lagos has opened its 
doors to more guests 

this summer.
The guests include visual art 

lovers, especially art collectors 
who are welcomed to see a 
summer art exhibition tagged, 
‘Wanderlust’. Curated by San-
dra Mbanefo Obiago, artistic 
director, SMO Contemporary 
Art, the exhibition explores the 
“why” behind cross cultural, 
cross border, mental and physi-
cal journeying. Wanderlust is 
an exhibition of 40 paintings, 
drawings, photographs and 
mixed media works by six lead-
ing and emerging artists with 
strong roots in Germany and 
Nigeria.

The artists are: Chidi Kwu-
biri, Dilomprizulike (popularly 
called “Junkman of Africa”), 
Emeka Udemba, Numero Un-
oma, Yetunde Ayeni-Babaeko 
and Jimmy Nwanne. These 
internationally celebrated 
artists explore the concept of 
‘wandern’, a term of Germanic 
origin, drawing on a collective 
desire to travel and explore. The 
term is deeply ingrained in the 
creative DNA of these artists 
with strong roots who have 
adventured and experienced 
living across borders.

Responding to a frequent-
ly polarized and fragmented 
world, these artists explore the 
internal and external aspects 
of Wanderlust – especially vis-

a-vis migration issues in Africa 
and Europe, and the walk across 
the world of many refugees 
seeking safe haven. The works 
touch on the modern reality 

and ancient roots of explora-
tion, seen from the unique per-
spective of Nigerian-German 
Wanderers.

One of the artists most visi-
tors seek to meet is Junkman of 
Africa, who is known for sculp-
tural installations of recycled 
objects. The artist presents 
a new body of fragile paper 
works, expressing the “tran-
sitional realities” of wanders 
through human and animal 
forms migrating through ab-
stract color landscapes, Jimmy 
Nwanne’s soulful portraits of 
men and women haunted by 
memories of fading histories 
are a powerful reaction to Eu-
ropean socio-political realities.

Another artist to see is at the 
exhibition is Chidi Kwubiri, an 
Award-winning artist. Kwu-
biri is enthralling visitors with 
his three-meter wide painting 
Transitions, in which a human 
form sits cross-legged with arms 
outstretched, touches on the 
very essence of Wanderlust, 
highlighting the need to “open 
up” emotionally, spiritually, and 
physically when embarking on 
life journeys.

As well, Yetunde Ayeni-Ba-
baeko, a fashion photographer, 
presents multi-layered photo-
graphs which reflect nuanced 
historical African migration 
narratives while pushing the 
boundary of stylized studio 
images.

Explaining the rationale be-

After a successful open-
ing of Jadesola Osibe-
ru’s ‘Isoken’ in Nige-

rian cinemas, another Bank 
of Industry (BoI)-support  
Nollywood film, ‘Roberta’, 
has commenced filming in 
Lekki, Lagos.

Monitoring the progress 
of production, a team of BoI 
officials were on location to 
interact with the cast and 
crew last Friday.

Led by Cynthia Nwuka, 
group head, Creative Indus-
try Group, the delegation had 
Okey Madu, assistant man-
ager and Toyin Oyekanmi 
of the corporate communica-
tion department, the team 
said it was satisfied with the 
level of work so far.

“What we have seen is 
very impressive so far. We 

hind the exhibition, Sandra 
Mbanefo Obiago said, “I think 
it is important that art helps us 
question, reinforce or realign 
our core values which shape 
our individual and community 
evolving histories. I trust the 
WANDERLUST exhibition will 
bring us to a deeper under-
standing of the emotional and 
physical effects of migration 
and hopefully increase our em-
pathy for the world’s displaced 
people.“

For the curator, whether one 
considers the refugee crisis in 
Europe, the issue of displaced 
people across Africa, or the 
influx of vacation seekers dur-
ing the peak summer travel 
months, migration affects ev-
eryone.

In line with Obiago, Oliver 
Enwonwu, president, Society 
of Nigerian Artists (SNA), who 
is excited by the plethora of 
renowned artists showcasing at 
the exhibition, said, “Wander-
lust stimulates cross-fertiliza-
tion of ideas centered on issues 
of identity, migration, and be-
longing between African artists 
who define their practices on 
the continent and those in the 
Diaspora”.

The exhibition, which started 
on July 8, 2017, runs until Sep-
tember 15, 2017. It is supported 
by Deutsche Bank, Still Earth. 
Holding, the German Consulate 
of Lagos, ELALAN, and Louis 
Guntrum Wines.
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can only hope for the best 
box office record when it 
eventually hits the cinema,” 
said Nwuka.

Produced by Steph Nora 
Okere and directed by Ema 
Edosio, ‘Roberta’ is among 
the series of more than a 
dozen film projects which 
have received support of the 
development bank under the 
BoI Nollyfund (BNF) scheme.

Speaking on her involve-
ment in the project, Edosio, 
said she decided to direct the 
movie because of the strong 
diverse characters repre-
sented in the script. “It has a 
message of hope that I think 
can speak to every Nigerian. 
We live in a society where 
things are a bit tough and 
dreams almost impossible to 
achieve. The movie sends a 

clear message of hope. You 
can be whatever you want 
to be irrespective of your 
past or challenges in front 
of you. I feel privileged to 
be a part of this amazing 
journey.”

Centered on music tal-
ent, she said,“The music we 
choose was very inspira-
tional; to add to the message 
and theme of the film.”

‘Roberta’ which stars Kalu 
Ikeagu, Somkele Iyamah 
Idhalama, Wale Ojo and 
Nigerian dance queen, Kaffy 
will, according to Edosio, 
wow Nigerians.

Ask if it will make as much 
box office record as some of 
the comedy films witnessed 
in recent times, she said: “I 
think we underestimate the 
Nigerian audience when we 

say that every movie needs 
comedy to break the box 
office.  I believe that Nigeri-
ans are hungry for well told 
stories that they can relate 
to. Stories that would not just 

make them laugh but inspire 
them and I believe that this 
film can inspire and appeal 
to every Nigerian and this 
I think would translate box 
office breaks.”                
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Book
Book Review

F
or all of the rich and abundant 
natural resources it possesses, 
neither the Niger Delta nor its 
peoples have ever fully enjoyed 
the status and splendour com-

mensurate with the critical importance 
of the region to the Nigerian economy. 
Exploited, then neglected, creek commu-
nities remain bound in chains of rurality; 
in recent years becoming a recruiting 
ground for able bodied male insurgents. 
The memory of Nigeria’s southernmost 
region as a place of outstanding natural 
terrestrial and aquatic beauty has become 
a virtual myth as the ravages of oil explo-
ration have expedited its degeneration 
into a desolate Dystopian wetland.

Port Harcourt albeit the commercial 
and cultural capital of the region is by 
contraction, a microcosm of the waylaid, 
wider Delta region. Ile Johwor delays his 
simmering exasperation with the physi-
cal setting in which he places his char-
acters to tell a story of love, life and loss, 
three inescapable markers of the human 
experience which tend to be regarded as 
either profound or extremely banal pend-
ing the mastery with which the writer 
sculpts his prose.

Told through the voice of Ajie, the 
novel’s leading protagonist, the reader is 
treated to a guided tour of the daily opera-
tions of the home in which he grew up. 
Along the way, we stop to observe and ap-
preciate his parents & siblings, short and 
long distance playmates and the diverse 
and disparate characters who over the 
years would become an insoluble part 
of his family’s collective consciousness.

And After Many Days weaves as many 
themes into 287 pages as there are strands 
of water coursing the riverine backdrop 
for the story. The ferocity and fragility 
of the bond between child siblings, the 
Nigerian middle class family dynamic 
familiar to any reader under the age of 
15 as at the 93-95 setting of the book and 
the unbridled sense of adventure that 
marked the experience of most childhood 
playmates at a time when a television set 
was the pinnacle of electronic entertain-
ment . Hovering in and around the narra-
tive with the menace of an aerial vulture 
is  the atmosphere of political and socio-
economic tension that marked the early 
90s in Nigeria, a time of military rule.

It is the gentle, potent strokes with 
which Ile paints tender themes of nascent 
boyhood sexuality, the unbridled anguish 
caused by a loss in the family and even 
the far reaching consequences of inter-
ethnic restiveness and institutionalized 
moral bankruptcy which scourges our 
nation that we begin to enjoy the most 
gratifying signs of a new and welcome ad-
dition to the glocalised cannon of African 
prose writers.

Being a member of the Utu family is 
not a monolithic experience. The char-
acters can be singular and individualistic 
each pursuing a particular agenda, in-
formed by a distinct philosophy, bringing 
a fresh perspective to the narrative and 

able to defend why they are perfectly 
entitled to their judgement irrespective  
of rank or position. They need not come 
alive or leap from the pages, they were 
seated right beside us at the dinner tables 
of our childhoods, baited and irritated 
us on the Sunday drive to church and 
occasionally admonished us with stern 
counsel, the nefarious end of a beating 
cane or both.

Historically, patriarchs often get a 
raw deal in the African novel. Chinua 
Achebe’s Okonkwo was an honourable, 
proud, reactionary figure who would fall 
victim to a process of natural deselection 
at the end of a noose. Wole Soyinka’s 
Elesin suffered a similar fate albeit his 
conviction as to the merits of taking his 
own life were far less trenchant. Ile re-
addresses the binary categorization that 
fathers are either intrepid or ineffectual. 
Bendic is a fine example of the literary 
Nigerian dad every son and daughter 
can cling to in childhood embrace. Tactile, 
vulnerable, strong and silent, the author 
manages to paint the portrait of a man 
some might wish their live action fathers 
bore a closer characteristic resemblance 
to. Ma is a woman for whom the title of 
matriarch might do a disservice because 
it lends her a sainted, elevated air. The 
beauty of Mrs. Utu is firmly founded in 
how authentically she triumphs and trips 
through a journey that is quite universal 
but also very unique to her. Paul tran-
scends any of the clichés borne with the 
mantle of being the eldest sibling. Instead 
he is projected as relatable, empathetic 
young man at the cusp of a promising 
adult future. His younger siblings round 
out an unbreakable family circle that is 
all at once a reflection of our own families 
but yet must be accorded the veneration 
that they are one page closer to the sort of 
immortality which is often the preserve 
of great literary characters in the mind 
every reader who encounters and ap-
preciates them.

Ile’s narrative snakes between the 
present and the past with such stamina 
and agility. A fluidity and a pace for 
which only the youthful characters 
who populate his story should be more 
physically predisposed to. It is the rapid 
pace of the story which prepare the 
reader for a good understanding of the 
vicissitudes and the transience which 
combine to inflict pain or signal promise 
to the players in ‘Days’.

With terse, economic phrasing Days 
is a somewhat bittersweet read. Bitter 
because the reader may be seduced by 
the familiarity and warmth of the nar-
rative or by a growing endearment to 
Ajie’s voice which for much of the story 
is unyielding, unpolished and uninter-
rupted in tone by the looming threat of 
puberty.  We tend to need more time with 
characters we have come to care for espe-
cially when we confront the reality that 
with each quick turn of the page we are 
involuntarily racing towards a denoue-
ment that could be decidedly despondent.

 In under three hundred pages the 
author manages to project a meaning and 
mystique to his characters that another 
novice may be unable to accomplish in 
two thousand.

Teenagers of the 90’s who were con-
versant with pop culture may scoff at the 
idea that the hit songs All That She Wants 
(92), Shoop (93) and Waterfalls (95) would 
appear on the same mix tape given their 
chronology. Music lovers worth their 
salt knew that the maximum span for a 

compilation of hit singles didn’t typically 
exceed six months and may be slow to 
forgive this breach of the mix tape code 
of conduct strictly observed in the last 
decade of the 20th century.

The paperback version could also 
benefit from having a glossary since the 
book is punctuated with a lot native ap-
pellations and jargon much of which if 
understood would lend a touch of context 
to the readers understanding.

But an ability to move past such earth 
shattering lapses should set the reader up 
for a thoroughly enjoyable read and the 
realization that Ile’s pulsating narrative 
style has the power to influence new 
writers as they offer up their own stories 
to the literary ether. In a staggered fash-
ion, he is able to cascade the plotline down 
the pages of ‘Days’ with the dexterity of 
a veteran, evoking pathos and passion 
along the way.

Two days after completing ‘Days’, I 
felt as though I’d been shot with a dart of 
sober reflection, the effects of which are 
only beginning to wear off.

If the author’s intention was to tell the 
story of a childhood within an upper mid-
dle class South-South family, he should 
be commended for having surpassed his 
expectations. ‘Days’ will bind its readers 
together with cords of strength, affection 
for the Utu’s and plain old pragmatism, 
qualities which I wager are the very te-
nets  on which this fine work of modern 
African prose were first fabricated in its 
authors astute imagination.

Book Title:  And After Many Days by Jowhor Ile
Reviewer:   Akinkunmi Akinnola

We tend to need more 
time with characters 

we have come to care 
for especially when we 
confront the reality that 

with each quick turn of the 
page we are involuntarily 

racing towards a 
denouement that could be 

decidedly despondent
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MTV Shuga returns to Nigeria for two seasons 
... will shine the light on a host of issues facing young Nigerians 

Heineken Nigeria makes classic move, signs Jidenna

L
ong-running pan African televi-
sion drama series, MTV Shuga, 
is making a major comeback to 
Nigeria this year for its highly 
anticipated 6th season. The hit 

show, which focuses on the lives of young 
African millennials, as they navigate their 
way through their adolescent years, has 
been broadcast in over 61 countries across 
the world, showing on 179 channels and 
reaching over 720 million people.

Fusing family planning, contraception, 
HIV prevention & sexual health educa-
tion and highlighting the incidence of 
gender based violence, the new MTV 
Shuga season centres around topics 
relevant to the modern African society, 
especially urban youth culture. The show 
spotlights real issues affecting young 
people and the daily challenges they face, 
with a particular focus on adolescent girls.

Commissioned by MTV Staying Alive 
Foundation, MTV Shuga seasons 1 and 2 
were filmed on location in Kenya, starring 
Oscar winner, Lupita Nyong’o. Seasons 
3 and 4 were set in Nigeria, with Dorcas 
Shola-Fapson, Emmanuel Ikubese, Adesua 
Etomi and Tiwa Savage all featuring. South 
Africa hosted MTV Shuga Season 5, titled 
“Down South”, which featured established 
South African actors such as Thuso Mbedu 
and Given Stuurman, as well as aspiring 
stars, like Samkelisiwe Makhoba.

MTV Shuga’s return to Nigeria will 
also feature former MTV Shuga stars, 
Sharon Ezeamaka, Timini Egbuson and 
Jemima Osunde, as well as MTV VJ, 
Ehiz Okoeguale featuring in the launch 
and teaser videos.  Also joining the MTV 
Shuga team for season 6 is Award win-
ning writer/filmmaker of popular TV 
Show, AM Hush and producer of Shuga 
season 4, Chris Ihidero, who will be pro-
ducing the upcoming series in Nigeria.

Currently in pre-production, MTV 
Shuga 6 is slated to hit TV screens early 
in 2018 in Africa, Europe, America, Asia, 
Australia and the Caribbean.

Speaking on the return of MTV Shuga to 
Nigeria, Georgia Arnold, executive direc-
tor of the MTV Staying Alive Foundation, 

Entertainment

Those familiar with the word “Clas-
sic”, will probably know Jidenna, the 
Nigerian-American singer who shot 

to fame with his 2015 single, Classic Man 
and has not stopped breaking new grounds 
with his music and unique style.

Heineken has recently teamed up with 
Jidenna to tell a Nigerian story that will 
resonate through families and cultures 
across the country.

In the new advert currently airing on sev-
eral national television channels, Jidenna is 
seen sharing gifts with his family during a 
trip back home, a perfect representation of 
the bond that is shared by many Nigerian 
families.

Heineken signing Jidenna as an ambas-
sador for this new campaign is a classic 
move, with Jidenna who believes strongly 
in the importance of family and has never 
hesitated to show off his own. Heineken 
has been the go-to beer brand in over 192 
countries of the world connecting families 
and friendships and Jidenna fits perfectly 
into the Heineken narrative.

MABEL DIMMA

Nigerian viewers were more than twice 
as likely to go to centers to get tested; and 
that the rate of girls with chlamydia who 
watched MTV Shuga was 58% lower than 
those who didn’t. Season 6 will hopefully 
realise similarly impressive results.  

Pioneered in Nairobi, Kenya in 2009, 
MTV Shuga is a long-running drama 
series and multimedia campaign that 
follows the lives of young people on the 
African continent. Aired on MTV chan-
nels around the world, the content is also 
offered rights-free to third party broad-
casters and content platforms, and used 
as a teaching aid by educators, healthcare 
workers and grassroots HIV/AIDS organ-
isations.  MTV Shuga is multi-award win-
ning, and the most recent awards includes 
the World Media Festival, Gold Award for 
Edutainment & Intermedia-Globe Grand 
Award (2016).

said, “We are thrilled to be bringing MTV 
Shuga back to Nigeria. Nigeria is Africa’s 
most populous nation with a vibrant, co-
lourful and energetic urban youth culture 
and we can’t wait to share the exciting 
new story lines and important messag-
ing on family planning and sexual health 
that we’re touching on this season. We’ll 
explore more issues that affect young 
people and highlight the reality faced by 
many adolescents in their everyday lives, 
as well as the choices they can make to 
empower themselves.”

Alex Okosi, executive vice president & 
managing director, Viacom International 
Media Networks (VIMN) Africa, added 
that “The MTV Base brand continues to 
empower African youth by facilitating 
the growth and development of the con-
tinent’s entertainment industry, while 
positively impacting lives. MTV Shuga 

addresses key social issues through real-
istic story lines and characters thereby 
impacting knowledge and empowering 
the youth to take positive action towards 
their health. We are excited to present 
the new season to audiences across the  
Continent.”

Alongside key partners, the MTV Stay-
ing Alive Foundation is set to deliver 
hard-hitting series, filled with gripping 
narratives and important sexual health 
information. With the support of the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and 
the Nigerian government, MTV Shuga 
will aim to affect positive changes in the 
perspectives, behaviours and health of 
young people across the Continent. It 
has a verified proven impact on society.; 
following the results of a World Bank 
study on the series, it was revealed that 
after six months of watching MTV Shuga, 
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Travel

It’s time 
to travel 
within

I
magine if 10 percent of 
Nigerian 150 million popu-
lation travel within the 
country; that is about 15 
million people.  Of course, 

that is a boom for all Nigerian 
local airlines, all hotels, parks, 
transport companies, tour op-
erators, travel agencies, local 
communities and many other 
indigenous outfits.

It is always shocking any-
time the National Association 
of Nigerian Travel Agencies 
(NANTA) reveals data on the 
total amount of international 
ticket sales by its members in a 
year. These are tickets bought 
by Nigerians and foreigners in 
the country for trips abroad, es-
pecially holiday and meetings.

In 2015, NANTA reported 
that Nigerians spent over $1.5 
billion on international ticket-
ing to visit overseas destina-
tions. That same year, they 
spent close to $1 billion on 
oversea hotel accommodation, 
and almost $2 billion on oversea 
shopping.

Sadly,  the development 
makes it obvious that Nigeria 
still craves for outbound tour-
ism at the detriment of local 
destinations, at a time countries 
all over the world are making 
concerted efforts at boosting 
patronage of their local desti-
nations by at least 60 percent 
indigenous visitation.

However, the crave for out-
bound tours reduced at the 
height of the impact of the 
recession in 2016, especially  
with the unstable and high for-
eign exchange rate that limited 
overseas trips to only people 
with deep pockets.

Then, some local destina-
tions were smiling to the bank 
in 2016 due to growing patron-
age by many Nigerians who 
cannot afford overseas trip 
then. La Campagne Tropicana 
Beach Resort, Inagge Resort, 
Epe Resort, all in Lagos were 
fully booked, Le Meridien Ibom 
Resort in Uyo, Obodu Moun-
tain Resort, Ikogosi Spring 
Resort, Nike Lake in Enugu 
among others were alive with 
guests activities then.

While that was a gain from 
recession, it was not sustained. 
With the campaign that Ni-
geria is fast exiting recession, 

travel agencies are back to 
business as Nigerians are be-
ginning to look outside again 
for holiday.

The shocking news is that 
some airlines are considering 
request for additional frequen-
cies due to growing number 
of passengers especially this 
summer, while travel agencies 
have long recalled some of the 
staff they laid off due to the lull 
in business at the height of the 
recession.

It is ironic that Nigerians still 
do not learn from their past 
experiences. Nobody is saying 
people who have the means 
should not travel abroad for 
holiday or meetings, but mak-
ing out time to also patronize 
local destinations will sustain 
business at these destinations, 
secure jobs for their brothers 
and sisters who earn their 
living from there, develop the 
needed skills, encourage more 
investments in the hospitality 
sector and impact the country’s 
gross domestic product (GDP).

But the exodus of Nigerian 
leisure seekers and event or-
ganisers to the UK, US, Dubai, 
Caribbean among other top 
destinations across the world, 
comes with a cost. First, it 
encourages capital flight as 
millions of dollar leave Nige-
ria’s weak economy to impact 
already big economies abroad. 
It also creates imbalance in 
tourism trade and exchanges 
as Nigerians visit destinations 
abroad more than citizens of 
those countries visit Nigeria for 
holiday and even for business.

For instance, Nigeria ranks 
among Top 20 tourists source 
market for Dubai with over 
200,000 visitations in 2016, 
while 65,599 Nigerians visited 
South Africa in 2016, reflect-
ing a 12-percent growth from 
59,000 in 2015. Yet Nigerians 
visits the UK and the US in 
hundreds of thousands every 
year, when it hardly records 
a quarter of such visits from 
citizens of these countries her 
citizens throng for all manner 
of visitations.

The excuse for the exodus 
to overseas destinations had 
always been on the ground 
of poor leisure facilities, poor 
infrastructure, especially ac-
c ess to the destinations in 
hinterland, insecurity, lack of 

well-developed and packaged 
tours and offerings, standard-
ized practice and rates among 
others.

But the real issue is the fad 
for anything foreign, not only 
overseas destinations. Until 
Nigerians desist from seeing 
overseas trips as ‘status thing’ 
and develop love for their own 
products, many people will 
ke ep shunning indigenous 
destinations and would rather 
spend millions to visit attrac-
tions of same appeal overseas.  
No doubt, Obudu Mountain 
Resort holds more appeal than 
many natural attractions in 
South Africa and Kenya where 
people throng for nature, but 
Nigerians think it is far, the 
roads are bad and also expen-
sive. But it takes half of your 
flight ticket to enjoy a week-
end at Obudu. Of course, Su-
kur Kingdom, the first World 

Heritage Site in Nigeria, has 
not seen up to 100 visitors this 
year. People cite insecurity and 
far distance as excuse, but what 
about Osun Osogbo Grove, the 
second World Heritage Site, 
which is very close to Lagos but 
only sees visitors during the 
annual Osun Osogbo Festival 
every August.

Well, Kenya had the same 
issue, but tackled it by mak-
ing laws that encouraged dis-
counts on patronage of local 
destinations and today about 
60 percent patronage of her 
tourism and hospitality of-
ferings are from within the 
country.

Nigeria can so same, and 
even go further by enforcing 
laws that will encourage more 
investments in the tourism 
sector, offer tax holiday and 
tariffs on importation of tour-
ism and hospitality equipment, 

and enforce standardization of 
the practice and services in her 
hospitality industry.

The present administration 
and government at various 
levels can learn from Oluse-
gun Obasanjo, former presi-
dent, who severally, held his 
presidential retreats at Obudu 
Mountain Resort just to en-
courage visits to the resort. But 
the youths should not learn 
from 2face Idibia, a popular 
musician, who held his wed-
ding in Dubai,  whereas Le 
Meridien Ibom, La Campagne 
Beach Resort, and Transcorp 
Hilton Abuja can serve the 
same purpose.

It is truly time to look in-
wards and collaborate in build-
ing thriving domestic destina-
tions. But it is your visit that 
will sustain them, so visit a 
local destination this summer 
and beyond.
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Tourism key to foster trade in Least Developed Countries says UNWTO

What kind of traveller are you?

seems worth a try.
5. The Self-Improver
Admirable if a little dull. Up 

early, out late, cheerfully making 
the most of everything a new place 
has to offer. Tremendous stamina, 
sensible shoes, and likely to do a lot 
of research beforehand, to pack a lot 
of books and to return with even 
more. A second cousin of…

The Pilgrim
Follower of trails, visitor of 

shrines - religious and otherwise. 
The most devoted Pilgrims I have 
ever seen were not at Lourdes or 
on the banks of the Ganges but at 
Beatrix Potter’s old house, Hill Top, 
in Cumbria. But that was ages ago. 
These days certain shopping streets 
and malls seem to exert a similar fas-

tic Trade Integration Studies 
analysed for the report fea-
ture tourism as a key sector 
for development.

Yet, despite tourism’s val-
u e  i n  t h e  t ra d e  a g e n d a ,  i t 
i s  o f t e n  d i ff i c u l t  t o  d i re c t 
trade-related technical assis-
tance towards the sector be-
cause tourism and trade tend 
to fall  under different l ine 
ministries. Successful inter-
ventions in tourism require 
strong c ollab oration across 
government agencies as well 
as across different actors at 
the regional or local level.

The report aims to increase 
the commitment and invest-
ment in coordination and raise 
tourism’s prominence in trade-
related technical assistance as 
to ensure the sector delivers 
on its p owerful capacity to 
create jobs and incomes where 
they are most needed and for 
those who are most vulnerable 
including youth and women.

As active partners of the 
E I F,  U N W T O  a n d  I TC  a r e 
w o r k i n g  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o 
this process of increased co-
o r d i n at i o n  a n d  c o l l ab o ra -
tion by joining forces in the 
design and implementation 

cination. I recently played a round 
of golf in Norway and afterwards 
bought my three companions beer 
and waffles at the clubhouse. The 
teenage girl tending the bar clearly 
knew her way around a waffle iron 
but seemed to me far too young to 
be serving alcohol. I asked her how 
she planned to spend the money she 
was earning. ‘In London,’ she said, 
beaming. ‘At Westfield.’ Which of 
the two Westfields? ‘The Stratford 
one. It is bigger.’

The Pioneer
Almost extinct in the wild. Like 

most endangered species, The Pio-
neer is running out of habitat, since 
so much of the world has been 
pioneered already. In a lounge at 
Changi Airport the other day I had 

A 
bore who’s done every-
thing first, or a truly 
great and eccentric ex-
plorer - which of these 
10 types of traveller 

best describes you?
The Collector
A sophisticated hunter-gatherer, 

a hoarder of the exceptional and 
exotic. Not, however, of endangered 
species or looted antiquities. He or 
she travels with a purely metaphori-
cal blunderbuss or bullwhip - or, 
rather, butterfly net, swishing it this 
way and that in order to gather up 
uncommon experiences in out-of-
the-way places. Once caught, these 
are meticulously pinned in memory 
and proudly displayed in conversa-
tion. Like an actual scientist, The 
Collector delights in the poetry and 
precision of proper names (‘You 
have not really lived until you’ve 
seen the Orionids meteor shower 
in the night sky over Pisco Elqui in 
October…’).

The Conformist
A dreary universal type. The 

Conformist travels not for personal 
satisfaction but for social acceptance 
- perhaps even finds personal satis-
faction in social acceptance. Desti-
nations are chosen from a limited, 
unimaginative, class-determined 
table d’hôte menu. This is by no 
means a toffs-only snob thing. It 
applies across the social spectrum. 
The Conformist can be spotted from 
Magaluf to Megève. The point is 
not where you have been but what 
your peers think about where you 
have been.

The Thrill-Seeker
Not so much of the adventure-

sports variety, though of course 

there is no shortage of nincompoops 
willing to tie their ankles to a rub-
ber band and leap off a bridge or 
whatever. As with The Conform-
ist, The Thrill-Seeker exists along 
a continuum - one that runs from 
the ticket-purchasing slum-tourist 
or frequenter of dodgy-looking 
dive bars to the professional war 
correspondent. The Thrill-Seeker 
is not altogether unlike…

The Escapist
Fugitive from the familiar. An 

intriguing type, labouring under 
that most delightful of delusions, 
namely, that anything at all - bore-
dom, worry, heartbreak, guilt, fear, 
failure, conflict, one’s own reflection 
in the mirror - can be lost with dis-
tance. Alas, it cannot. Yet it always 

technical assistance in LDCs. 
Forty-five out of 48 Diagnos-T

o u r i s m  c a n  m a ke  a 
strong c ontribution 
t o  t h e  e c o n o m i e s 
o f  Le a s t  D e ve l o p e d 

C o u n t r i e s  w h e r e  t h e  s e c -
tor is a major exporter con-
cludes the report ‘Tourism for 
Sustainable Development in 
Least D evelop e d Countries’ 
launched on the occasion of 
the Aid for Trade Review held 
in Geneva recently.

The report was produced 
by the World Tourism Orga-
nization (UNWTO), the Inter-
national Trade Centre ( ITC) 
and the Enhanced Integrated 
Framework (EIF).

Tourism represents 7 per-
cent of all international trade 
and is of increasing relevance 
to the trade community. Tour-
ism is part of services trade, 
accounting for 30 percent of 
the world’s trade in services. 
This is particularly true for 
the Least Developed Countries 
(LDCs) ,  where it  repres ents 
7 percent of total exports of 
goods and services, a figure 
that stands at 10 percent for 
non-oil LDC exporters.

In view of the above, and 
as shown in the report, tour-

ism has been recognized as a 
key sector for trade-related 

occasion to wonder whether The 
Pioneers of today are not great, 
fearless, eccentric explorers of the 
Vasco da Gama or Wilfred The-
siger variety but grey-faced men in 
suits opening up obscure business 
ventures in (I do not know) parts 
of China where there are cities 
that you and I have never heard of 
with populations of four or five or 
six million people. I am afraid, I am 
automatically suspicious of busi-
ness travellers, a reaction probably 
born of a combination of ignorance 
and the jealous assumption that 
they are likely to become insanely 
rich through their nefarious trade-
related missions. I try to remind my-
self that Marco Polo was basically a 
business traveller, as well as a true 
Pioneer and a stand-up guy.

The Occasional
There for a reason - an event, a 

honeymoon, a do, a football match. 
Half-sibling to…

The Oblivious
The saddest type of traveller. 

The one not paying attention, not 
remotely interested in where he or 
she is. I was shocked, many years 
ago, to hear someone ask Ruth 
Prawer Jhabvala about her fabu-
lously glamorous life as a celebrated 
novelist and screenwriter respon-
sible for several wildly successful 
Merchant-Ivory movies. ‘Most of 
the time I do not even bother to look 
up and see where I am,’ she drawled 
from behind a pair of enormous 
sunglasses, or words to that effect. 
I was floored. ‘Room with a View’ 
indeed.

The Genuinely Curious
Eyes, ears, mind all wide open. 

Rare and precious and beautiful.

of tailored tourism technical 
assistance and tourism export 
s t rat e g i e s ,  a n d  l e ve ra g i n g 
resources.

The report is launched to 
coincide with the International 
Year of Sustainable Tourism 
for Development 2017. In the 
context of the universal 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Devel-
opment and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), the 
International Year aims to sup-
port a change in policies, busi-
ness practices and consumer 
behaviour towards a more sus-
tainable tourism sector that can 
contribute to all the 17 SDGs.

Goal 17 sets as one of the 
targets a “significant increase 
of exports of developing coun-
t r i e s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  w i t h  a 
v iew to  doubling the least 
develop e d c ountries ’  share 
of  global  exp orts  by 2020”, 
to which tourism as service 
export can contribute.

Tourism and the Enhanced 
I n t e g rat e d  Fra m e w o r k  a re 
include in Goal 8, aiming at 
building inclusive and sus-
tainable economic growth and 
creating jobs, thus contribut-
ing to the structural transfor-
mation of LDCs.



Experts identify bane of private 
investments in Nigeria’s aviation sector

E
xperts in the aviation sec-
tor have identified prob-
lems militating against 
private investment in 
Nigeria as inadequate 

education among government 
officials about the issues involved 
in Public-Private Partnership 
(PPP), lack of legal framework, 
inconsistent government policies 
and failure to honour agreements 
validly entered into.

According to them, until these 
problems are resolved, there would 
always be dearth of the expected 
direct investments, both locally and 
internationally, which are needed 
to bring the country’s economy out 
of the current recession.

Speaking during the quarter 
three edition of Aviation Round 
Table (ART) Breakfast Meeting last 
week, Wale Babalakin, Executive 
Chairman, Bi-Courtney Aviation 
Services, lamented that the atti-
tude of government officials had 

continued to scare away private 
investors.

Babalakin said a situation 
where various past governments, 
especially the military with their 
civilian collaborators, destroyed 
all sectors of the economy with 
inconsistent policies was what 
Nigerians were paying for today, 
adding that “a weak educational 
system with melancholic deca-
dence of great intellect is affecting 
the aviation sector and all other 
sectors of the economy”.

He regretted that since he start-
ed investing in aviation sector over 
one decade ago, 11 ministers had 
presided over the affairs of the sec-
tor with different policies, “which 
if subjected to critical analysis 
leads to nothing”.

To him, a government, which 
does not honour its own agree-
ment cannot be taken seriously 
by investors, even as he advised 
that at the negotiation stage with 
an investor, the government must 
put his best intellectuals forward 

to do the negotiation “instead of 
making the investor, who has 
the agreement, look like the devil 
because Public-Private Partner-
ship (PPP) projects require 75 per 
cent of thinking and 25 per cent 
in implementation”.

Lai Muhammed, the Minis-
ter of Information, Culture and 
Tourism, who was the Guest of 
Honour on the occasion, agreed 
with Babalakin that there was 
the need for a legal framework 
in PPP policy, counselling that 
government officials also needed 
to change their approach to agree-
ments validly entered into with 
any private investor, irrespective 
of his or her ethnic background 
or religion, in order to attract the 
required private investments for 
the economy.

While describing MMA2 as a 
proof of what the private investors 
can do, the minister said, “if MMA2 
is an error, it is a good error and I 
want that kind of error replicated 
all over Nigeria”.

Travel

Stories by Ifeoma okeke

AJW to partner Aero contractors in 
restructuring, upgrading MRO Services

A
JW Group, a market lead-
er in the global manage-
ment of aircraft spares, 
has signed an agreement 

with Aero Contractors, the Nige-
rian-based airline, to assist in the 
restructuring and upgrading of 
their MRO support services.

AJW Group will be supporting 
Aero Contractors with the upgrade 
of its MRO services to C check 
capabilities for Boeing 737 Classic 
and XXX aircraft.

The enhancement of its MRO 
capabilities will ensure that main-
tenance is carried out to a very 
high standard, thus providing 
added quality assurance to their 
customers. In addition to their own 

fleet, Aero Contractors will be able 
to extend these services to third 
party operators both in-country 
and within region.

Furthermore, AJW Group will 
also be focusing on the manage-
ment of Aero Contractors’ assets 
to deliver an effective return on 
investment, disposal of Aero Con-
tractors’ PW105 engines and to 
provide support with engine shop 
visit management.

AJW Capital, the Group’s prin-
cipal investing division responsible 
for the purchase, sale and lease of 
large aviation-related capital assets, 
will facilitate the acquisition of two 
new Bombardier Q400 aircraft for 
Aero Contractors.

E
tihad Airways is adding 
year-round flights be-
tween its Abu Dhabi hub 
and both Cairo and Lagos 

later this year to cater to growing 
demand to and from the United 
Arab Emirates.

A fifth daily scheduled ser-
vice will be introduced on the 
Cairo route, effective 1 October 
2017, taking frequency to the 
Egyptian capital up from 28 to 
35 flights a week. The new mid-
morning departure from Abu 
Dhabi and return afternoon ser-
vice out of Cairo will offer local 
guests in each market additional 
choice travelling between the 
two capital cities.

During the upcoming peak 
travel months, Etihad Airways 
will cater to demand with ad-
ditional frequency on the Cairo 
route before making the fifth 
daily service permanent in Oc-
tober. The new service will also 
provide convenient connections 
in Abu Dhabi to and from key 
cities in North and South Asia, 
including Beijing, Hong Kong, 
Shanghai, Jakarta and Kuala 
Lumpur.

A new Saturday flight to 
Nigeria’s commercial capital of 
Lagos, beginning 2 December 
2017, adds to the weekend travel 
option, increasing frequency 
from four to five services each 
week, and offering greater flex-
ibility and convenience to local 
travellers. The early morning 
service from Abu Dhabi and 
return mid-morning flight de-
parting Lagos will also ensure 
convenient connections to and 
from Asia and the Indian Sub-

etihad airways to increase frequency to Nigeria, egypt

continent. Popular feeder cities 
include Bengaluru, Chennai, 
Delhi, Mumbai and Kuala Lum-
pur.  

On the back of Nigeria and 
Egypt’s resurging economies, 
the airline sees the frequency 
increases to both markets as 
timely to provide guests with 
greater choice.

Bilateral trade between the 
UAE and Egypt totalled US$400 
million last year. GDP growth 
in Egypt is expected to be 3.5 
per cent this year, rising to 4.5 
per cent in 2018. And tourist ar-
rivals into Egypt are forecast to 
increase from last year’s level of 
5 million to 5.4m this year, and 
further to almost 6m in 2018.

Nigeria’s GDP growth rate is 
expected to more than double 
from 0.83 per cent this year to 
1.9 per cent in 2018 largely due to 
the expanding manufacturing, 
financial and IT sectors that are 
helping fuel demand for more 
international air capacity.

Mohammad Al Bulooki, Eti-
had Airways Executive Vice 
President Commercial, said: 
“Lagos is one of our largest di-
rect markets in Sub-Saharan 
Africa that is showing signs 
of strength as Nigeria recover 
from recession. Against this 
backdrop, our additional flights 
will help facilitate the growth. 
With the convenience of Abu 
Dhabi’s geographical position, 
we are providing timely flight 
connections between our capital 
city in the UAE and both Cairo 
and Lagos for the benefit of our 
travellers and the movement of 
freight.”

L-R: Commissioner Accident Investigation Bureau (AIB), Engr. Akin Olateru with the Chairman, National Transportation Safety 
Bureau (NTSB), Robert L. Sumwalt and Managing Director of NTSB, Mr Dennis Jones at the headquarters of NTSB, Washington 
DC, United States of America during the visit of the helmsman’s visit to NTSB, recently.

Saa expresses support for Nigeria women in journalism

S
outh African Airways has 
said it is committed to sup-
porting Nigeria’s women 
professionals in the field of 

journalism through sponsorship of 
a conference, Women in Journal-
ism Africa aimed at developing the 
profession.

Women in Journalism Africa, 
an annual conference which is the 
initiative of Yomi Owope, a Public 
Relations professional is aimed at 
enlightening women in journal-
ism about the current challenges 
and technological advancement 
in the profession to enhance better 
productivity.

In partnership with South 
African Airways, Women in Jour-
nalism Africa brought Anthea 
Garman, Associate Professor of 
Journalism and Media Studies 
from Rhodes University, South 
Africa to inspire Nigeria women 
journalists at the 4th edition of 
the conference in early July 2017.

Discussing the theme – Pio-
neers, Innovators and Brave New 
World – at the 4th edition of the 
Women in Journalism Africa con-
ference held at the Muson Centre 
in Lagos, Anthea Garman a sea-
soned Professor enjoined women 
in Journalism to be creative in 
order to play in the current as 
well as fit in the future of global 
journalism.

“Let me first thank South Af-
rican Airways for a wonderful 
flight from South Africa to Nigeria. 
This is my very first visit to this 
country. When I got the invite, I 
couldn’t say no to Nigeria, no to 
women and no to journalism”, 
Garman said.

The Professor added that “Cre-
ativity is key in this noble pro-
fession! We all have to be very 
creative and have the freedom 
to play with our ideas in diverse 
ways to fit in the global standard 
of new era journalism.’

Earlier in her speech, Bolanle 
Ambode,  the Wife of the Gov-
ernor of Lagos State, who was 
represented by Bola Balogun, 
the Assistant General Manager 
at the Lagos State Water Corpo-
ration, said women should leave 
the shadows of petty trade and 
become innovators and entre-
preneurs not only in the media 
but across many professions in 
the society.

Ohis Ehimiaghe, South Afri-
can Airways Regional Manager, 
North, West and Central Africa 
said, “SAA seizes this opportu-
nity of partnering with Women in 
Journalism Africa to contribute its 
quota to the journalism profession 
to continue to tell many positive 
and developmental stories about 
Africa.”

Christopher Whiteside, Presi-
dent and CEO of AJW Group, said: 
“Our focus on quality is instilled in 
everything we do, and our decision 
to work with Aero Contractors is 
testament to that.

“AJW Group is highly regarded 
for its expertise and excellence 
across a broad range of MRO servic-
es, including repairs and inventory 
management and we look forward 
to working in partnership with 
Aero Contractors going forward.”

Ado Sanusi, CEO of Aero Con-
tractors, said: “We are very excited 
to work with AJW Group on this 
project and feel that it will have a 
marked effect on our operations 
going forward.

…Says Lagos is its largest direct market in Sub-Saharan Africa
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I
f you have been visit-
ing hang out spots in 
Lekki Phase 1, without 
part-taking in the plea-
sure ritual perform by 

E-Bar you have missed. At 
E-Bar, all blend. It is the bar 
where white men mix eas-
ily with their colour coun-
terparts; the bar where old 
elites long for the company of 
younger generation; the bar 
where children beg parents 
to take them, not because 
they (children) want to drink 
a cold beer and other adult’s 
drinks, but for the love of Ta-
ble Soccer Game; provided to 
ensure children are engaged 
while their parents relax with 
what is meant only for adults.  

The coming of E-bar to 
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41Sunday 09 July 2017 SUNDAYBD 

pensably needful, enjoyment 
of life after a hectic day in 
an exhilarating atmosphere 
provided by E-bar.

There are also private 
bodyguards, stationed at the 
entrance, ready to pounce 
on contrary characters who 
want to source trouble. What 
is it about E-bar that is not 
world’s class!  E-bar’s suya’s 
den is exclusive and hygien-
ic. It is unexplainable how 
E-bar could leave a whole 
section of a building dedi-
cated to suya enterprising.

E-Bar Plaza, located in 20 
Admiralty Way, Lekki Phase 
1, Lagos, is manage by a team 
led by a Russian lady who  
has seen it all doing bar busi-
ness in Nigeria in the last 37 
years. The, which started ten 
years ago as family bar, has as 
its kitchen head an experi-
enced Russian lady who has 
so learnt the skills of prepar-
ing African menus and can 

undisputedly beat an African 
woman to her game.

 Words may not be enough 
to tell the titillating aroma 
and the unbeatable taste of E-
bar’s Esi-Ewu and Nkwobi. A 
plate of Nkwobi for instance 
in E-bar, could reassured a 
man who thought of hang-
ing himself that life, after all, 
is not useless. You cannot 
taste any of the menus of 
E-bar and your perception 
of life remains the same. In 
fact, with little money in your 
pocket you can afford a plate 
of Nkwobi at E-bar. A plate of 
Nkwobi can never be enough 
for a customer, due to com-
bination of factors. You must 
always ask for more!

E-bar is another favour-
able spots where football 
lovers converge to enjoy live 
football matches. There is 
never a dull moment at E-bar 
with several TVs set hung in 
every corner of the bar.    

The touch of E-Bar

to the delights of customers. 
The dancing and smiles on 
the faces of customers; the 
rainbow like ambiance that 
would make customers ar-
gue he/she was in western 
world; the lagoon breeze 
that occasionally comes to 
blow the minds, bodies and 
souls of customers; the many 
whites around; the British, 
the Germans, the French, 
the Americans, the Russians, 
the Chinese, the Belgians; in 
fact, the Jews and the Gen-
tiles who cannot resist the 
charming nature of E-bar. 
The Togolese, the Ghanaians, 
the South Africans in the 
company of their Nigerian 
host; doing one thing indis-

decent and be responsible 
and you will not suffer dis-
crimination. The impression 
of E-Bar is overwhelming. 
This is not an exaggeration. 
This is objectively telling 
our esteem readers nothing 
but the truth about hang out 
spot that rules in Lekki axis. 
This is the primary focus 
of this page; to show our 
esteem readers where to 
spend money and get value 
for money spent.

T h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f 
the bar and its excellence 
therein; the comfort, the 
pampering, the electrify-
ing atmosphere, the live 
band; delivering scintillat-
ing sounds every Weekend 

Lekki Phase 1 is likened to an 
arrival of a messiah to many 
hang out lovers; bar messiah, 
sent to lead by example how 
an outdoor bar should be 
run. The hearing of the name 
‘E-Bar’ is the beginning of 
wisdom to many in the same 
business in Lekki and its 
environs. Many bars in the 
area want only the rich; some 
exist only for the super rich, 
and yet, some are in business 
to target only celebrities.

But E-bar is for everybody 
and all classes: the lower 
class, the middle class and 
upper class, all fusing as one 
big family. With N, 1000 in 
your pocket you can hang out 
at E-bar. All you need is to be 

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE
08054692431
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I
n Ikorodu, one of the 
suburbs of Lagos State, 
g r u e s o m e  k i l l i n g s 
seem to have become 
virtually a daily affair, 

and it is not uncommon to 
hear people ascribe every 
murder incident to ‘Badoo 
boys’. In that community at 
the moment, the fear of the 
cultists is the beginning of 
wisdom.

Presently in Ikorodu and 
i t s  e nv i ro n s ,  r i t u a l  k i l l -
ers are simply believed to 
be members of the Badoo 
boys, especially when the 
signature killing is cruel, 
like beheading, or crushing 
of heads with stones that 
have become commonplace 
in the area.

Badoo boys have been ter-
rorising residents of Ikorodu 
for some months now, and it 
appears the slow response 
from s e curity agents has 
re s u lte d  i n  s e lf - h e lp  a p-
proach by the people. This 
self-help however, has led 
to the employment of jungle 
justice by the fear-stricken 
members of the community. 
This, analysts say begs the 
qu e s t i o n  o f  g o ve r n m e n t 
obligation to its citizens, es-
pecially those who reside in 
Ikorodu area of Lagos State.

T h e  l a s t  k i l l i n g  w a s  a 
family of five,  the Bado o 
boys came around midnight, 
killed the man, raped and 
kil le d his  pregnant wife, 
his  16 and five years old 
daughters and they also did 
not spare the man’s nine-
year-old son.

These killings have been 
going on for about a year 
now and government’s ap-
paraent slow action to act 
has got some Lagosians talk-
ing about the value those in 
authority place on human 
lives.  

BDSUNDAY spoke with 
a cross-section of Lagosians 
who reacte d to the spate 
of  s ens eless  ki l l ings  and 
the plac e of  government 
in the security of lives and 
property.

‘Badoo boys’ and senseless 
killings in Ikorodu

enforcement agents.
H o w e ve r,  t h e  g o ve r n -

ment has a responsibility 
to protect her citizens and 
in this regards need the co-
operation of the community 
leaders. The leaders need 
to work hand in hand with 
the law enforcement agents 
both the uniformed and the 
plain clothed ones.

Security is a collective re-
sponsibility and therefore, 
to curb further killings and 
jungle justic e within the 
Ikorodu axis, all hands must 
be on deck.

Oni Modupe, Student

The fre quent killing in 
I ko ro d u  i s  a n o t h e r  w ay 
of saying the government 
has fai le d in its  primary 
responsibility to the people 
in the area. That people can 
be killed in their homes the 
way it is being carried out 
i n  I ko ro d u  g o e s  t o  s h o w 
that our security operatives 
are not doing their work as 
expected. However, jungle 
justice is not something I 
would want to support or 
advo cate at  this  p oint  in 
time. 

But,  when the govern-
ment and the security agen-
cies fail to do their job the 
people have no choice than 
to apply s elf  help,  which 
have resulte d into jungle 
justice. If the government 
had responded early enough 
nobody in this area will ap-
ply self-help. So, I think the 
government and s e curity 
men should just  do their 
work and save the people 
of Ikorodu from this terrible 
Badoo boys. 

 Grace Shuibu, a teacher

I don’t know much about 
the background story of Badoo 
boys in Ikorodu until recently 
when it was in the news that 
a family of four was murdered 
and the jungle justice that led 
to the death of that promising 
young comedian. It is situation 
like this that makes people take 
laws into their hands espe-
cially when the government 
fails to respond to the plight of 
the people. Our security opera-
tives must rise to the occasion 
by bringing the people behind 
the killings to book, if we want 
to stop the jungle justice cur-
rently going on in Ikorodu.    

 Victoria Okenzue, fac-
tory worker

Badoo boys or whatever they 
call themselves are not ghosts and 
surely live within Ikorodu and its 
environs. The police should do 
their job by getting to the bottom 
of the matter because we cannot 
have people being killed every 
week like these and not have 
residents taking to self-help. I 
even understand the OPC is get-
ting involved to help the police, it 
is a welcome idea and we must all 
accept it as a collective challenge 
to bring these people to justice. 
We cannot afford to leave the 
Badoo boys killings in Ikorodu 
to the police alone, everybody in 
Lagos should be concerned and 
get involved in whatever capacity 
they can to help the police with 
the right information.

Opeoluwa, a broadcaster

I think there is the need 
for military men, especially 
s o l d i e r s ,  t o  b e  s t at i o n e d 
around Ikorodu axis. Tra-
ditional rulers cannot cur-
tail the matter alone. Also 
residents need to be alert on 
how to raise alarm when-
ever they suspect any evil 
operation. Since those Ba-
doo guys operate at night, 
all hands must be on deck 
to curb their evil activities.

A k i n t o l a  E m m a n u e l , 
Mass Communication grad-
uate from Ibadan Poly

T h e  i s s u e  o f  B a d o o  i n 
Ikorodu is a clear indication 
of what is going on in differ-
ent communities in Nigeria. 
V a r i o u s  c u l t  g ro u p s  a re 
springing up every day in 
different communities but 
leaders of such communities 
and security operatives are 
pretending not to be aware 
o f  t h e i r  o p e rat i o n s .  T h e 
issue of cultism has been 
handled light-handedly and 
the society is paying heavily 
for it now. Gone are the days 
when cultism was limited 
to the four walls of higher 
institutions. Now, even kids 
are exposed to these unlaw-
ful societies. Badoo did not 
just  c ome into  existenc e 

now. I ’m sure it has been 
in existence for long and a 
neglect of their activities 
by community leaders and 
s e curity op eratives  have 
contributed to the pathetic 
situation we are experienc-
ing now.

The security operatives 
must do everything possible 
to arrest the sponsors of the 
cult group and those appre-
hended must be adequately 
punished as stipulated by 
the Law. This will serve as 
a deterrent to others.

A l s o ,  m e mb e r s  o f  t h e 
society should feel free to 
supply useful information 
to the police about any sus-
picious activities carried out 
by any group in their area.

Miss Alice Eleyele, a sec-
retary, based in Lagos

The senseless and grue-
some murder of innocent 
people both old and young 
in Ikoro du by the deadly 
Badoo gang is not only pa-
thetic but also worrisome. 
This is a clear indication of a 
failed society. The nefarious 
acts of this deadly gang I am 
sure didn’t just start in a day 
but it ’s  very unfortunate 
that the community lead-
ers either tolerated them as 
mere youthful exuberance 
or either looked the other 
way. 

Can we blame the gov-
e r n m e n t  fo r  a l l o w i n g  i t 
to get to this stage?  Prob-
ably yes or no. The people 
involved are not ghosts. It 
means that they are resi-
dents of Ikorodu with prob-
ably most  of  them b eing 
the children of some of the 
community leaders. These 
are faceless individuals to 
the government and the law 

SEYI JOHN SALAU
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5 power exercises to burn calories fast

T
here are so many 
r e a s o n s  t o  n o t 
workout, and top 
on this list is time. 
Most people espe-

cially mothers find it hard 
to squeeze in time for a gym 
workout and some end up 
losing hard earned money 
for gym memberships they 
never utilize.

My quick fix for blasting 
calories and getting the toned 
look is High-Intensity Inter-
val Full Bodyweight Training. 
Yes, I specified bodyweight 
because many complain of 
not having an equipment.

I’ve collated five sure ex-
ercises that you can do any-
where that target major mus-
cle groups in your entire body 
to give you maximum results 
in as little time as possible 
without touching the money 
you have in the bank. So, no 
gym no problem!

Before I get right into it, I 
must encourage you to try 
these exercises a minimum 
of three (3) days every week. 
It will be challenging. It will 
demand consistency. It will 
demand commitment. But I 
assure you, it will make you 
stronger, toned, healthier and 
more confident.

You have to love your 
body which is God’s temple 
and care for it, and this is 
one sure fire way of caring 
for it. That said and with-
out further ado, here are 
the power moves that will 
change your body in just a 
couple of weeks.

Push ups
Oh no, they are not set 

apart for men alone. This 
move is one of the best total-
body exercises; it will chal-
lenge your limits and engage 
your upper body, core, lower 
body and arms- all at the 
same time.

How to: Get into a push-
up position on the floor with 
your hands just wider than 
your shoulders. Then bend 
your arms to lower your 
chest towards the floor. Re-
turn to starting position to 
complete one rep. Continue 
for three sets of 10 – 12 reps 
(repetitions).

Bodyweight squats
This move is just the per-

fect exercise to target the 
vital muscles of your lower 
body. You target the muscles 
in your buttocks (Glutes), 
front thighs (Quadriceps), 
back thighs (Hamstrings), 
calves and your core. When 
you get bored with the tra-
ditional squat exercise, add 

some variations like a jump 
or pulse. The list is endless.

How to: Stand with your 
feet shoulder-width apart, 
and bend your knees and 
hips to squat. Stop when 
your thighs are parallel to the 
ground, then stand back up 
to complete one rep. Squeeze 
your buttocks and continue 
for about three sets of 15-20 
reps.

Burpee
Most people have a love-

hate relationship with the 
burpee exercise. It’s the moth-
er of all full body exercises 
because you can feel it from 
head to toe and it brings up 
your heart rate in the short-
est amount of time – these 
are also exact reasons you’ll 

want to hate it too. But they 
definitely work. Try it and I’m 
sure you’ll agree too.

How to: Stand tall with 
your feet together. Come into 
a low squat, place your hands 
on the ground in front of you, 
then jump your feet back to 
bring your body into a push-
up position. Hop your feet 
back towards your hands, 
then soar into the air, jump-
ing as high as you can and 
reaching your arms above 
your head to gain height. 
Land softly and repeat imme-
diately. Target three to four 
30-60 second sets.

Forward lunges
Lunges are king and they’ll 

give you results only royalty 
can. This exercise has a large 

CHINWE OBINWANNE

range of motion and places 
emphasis on the muscles of 
your front thighs (quads), a 
smaller muscle group than 
your buttock muscles (glutes). 
They help in lower body mus-
cle growth and we already 
know that more muscles 
mean more calories burned, 
even after your workout.

There are also many vari-
ations to this exercise to keep 
things interesting.

How to: Take a big step 
forward with your left foot 
and bend both legs until they 
are at 90-degree angles. Push 
through the left front foot to 
return to start and plant your 
foot. Step into another lunge 
and aim for three sets of 15-20 
reps on each leg.

Mountain climbers
This exercise challenges 

your balance, agility, proprio-
ception, and coordination. 
Mountain climbers benefit 
both the muscular and cardio-
vascular fitness by increasing 
strength, flexibility and blood 
circulation. This exercise 

requires you to engage your 
upper arms muscles, as well 
as your core and legs. There 
are also many variations you 
can try. Do about three sets of 
20-30 second reps.

How to: Get into a plank 
position; draw your right 
knee into your chest by using 
your abdominal muscles. Do 
not allow your foot touch the 
floor. Keep your shoulders di-
rectly over your wrists, then 
extend your right leg back 
into plank position. Be sure to 
maintain a straight line from 
heels to head. Repeat on the 
other side. Increase the speed 
of your leg motion to increase 
the cardiovascular effect.

 

Bio: Obinwanne is the 
CEO of NAIJAFITMOMS, 
an online fitness and healthy 
outfit, which specialises on 
encouraging mothers to lead 
a healthy eating lifestyle. 

Follow Naijafitmoms on In-
stagram and Facebook @
naijafitmoms
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Private sector can contribute more with 
the right regulatory framework - Ukiri

P
rivate sector participa-
tion as well strong regu-
latory framework have 
been described as two 
factors that can help 

drive Universal Health Coverage 
in Africa.

 Adesimbo Ukiri, MD/CEO of 
Avon HMO, Nigeria’s foremost 
health management company  
made this assertion during the 
inaugural edition of the Africa 
Health Forum organized by the 
World Health Organisation, 
WHO, African Region in Rwanda 
from 27-28 June, 2017.

The event, themed “Putting 
People First: The Road to Univer-
sal Health Coverage in Africa”, 
was a platform for key players 
in Africa’s health ecosystem to 
discuss persistent challenges in 
public health as well as innova-
tive strategies, partnerships and 
opportunities that can be lever-
aged in order to deliver Universal 
Health Coverage (UHC) as part 
of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs).

 “Making Universal Health-
care Work in Africa - How Can 
the Private Sector Contribute.” 
according to Ukiri, “The most sig-
nificant contribution the private 
companies like HMOs make to 
the achievement of UHC is the 
ability to pool resources together 
from all segments of the popula-
tion and widen coverage to en-
sure that when the time comes 
for people to access healthcare 
services, they are not hindered 

Kano State Government has 
threatened to take legal ac-
tion against some parents   

in some rural settlements in the 
state, who are still in the habit of 
denying their children opportu-
nity to be immunized against the 
dread poliomyelitis virus.

 The move is coming on the 
heels of findings which show that 
some parents are applying fake ink 
in the finger of their children as 
part of the attempt to except them 
from receiving immunization.

 The trend was discovered dur-
ing this month (July) Routine Im-
munization Exercise Against Polio 
held in  Ungogo Local Government 
Area, one of the LGAs situated in 
the metropolitan district of Kano 
State, by the traditional head of the 
area, Abdulkadir Ahmed.           

 The Kano State Government 
in collaboration with local and 
international stakeholders, such 
as WHO, and UNICEF is immuniz-
ing over 3 million children under 
five years in the July round of the 
National Immunization against 
poliomyelitis.        

Kano threatens legal action against parents 
of children evading polio vaccination

by financial constraints that may 
lead to the needless loss of lives or 
catastrophic financial ruin.”

Speaking on the Nigerian 
experience, she stated that while 
health insurance is not yet man-
datory in the country, stake-
holders are advocating for a 
change in legislation to ensure 
that companies with up to five 
employees subscribe to a health 
insurance scheme for staff and 
their families.

She said: “The number of peo-
ple contributing towards health 
insurance is still inadequate and 
almost insignificant – between 3 
to 5% according to the National 
Health Insurance Scheme. This 
is disappointing, in spite of our 
country’s burgeoning middle 
income population. Putting legis-
lation in place that makes health 
insurance compulsory will do 
a great deal to unlock all the 
potentials and the opportunities 
that exist, to widen and deepen 
coverage. It would also ensure 
that there is consistent, regular 
and adequate healthcare financ-
ing available for the delivery side 
of the healthcare value chain,” 
said Ukiri.

Ukiri therefore noted that 
with a population of about 180 
million, the various government 
levels in Nigeria struggle and 
often do not have the resources 
necessary to meet the healthcare 
needs of its citizens.

“Private companies operating 
in the health insurance sector 
invest in setting up their own 
accreditation units in order to en-
sure that hospitals they contract 

 This month, edition of the ex-
ercise which ended last Tuesday in 
Kano state that currently carries 
the highest burden of the polio dis-
ease took place in the 44 LGAs of 
the state, BDSUNDAY confirmed.

 Condemning on the incidence 
of application of fake ink, tradi-
tional ruler of the Ungogo LGA, 
Ahmed noted that some parents 
are now thumb printing their 
wards personally with fake inks 
to deceive the vaccinators so as to 
exempt their wards from receiv-
ing polio vaccine.

He threatened to order the 
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with can deliver acceptable qual-
ity standards of service. Other in-
vestments made by HMOs are in 
the areas of marketing and public 
communication, as well as ICT 
infrastructure for data gathering 
and customer service delivery.”

 “HMOs are on a mission to en-
sure that people are sufficiently 
sensitized to realise that their 
healthcare needs are important 
enough to set money aside for. 
Subscribing to a good health cov-
erage plan enhances their overall 
lifestyle and improves quality of 
life.” She said.

Adesimbo added that beyond 

arrest of any defiant parent that 
is trying to sabotage the global 
efforts stamped out the deadly 
disease which has a crippling ef-
fect on children.

 Application of finger printing 
with ink is one of the procedures 
adopted by management of the 
vaccination campaign as a way 
of detecting omission, however, 
application of fake inks is a strat-
egy adopted by some parents that 
have refused to key into the global 
initiative.

 Also confirming the develop-
ment, Naziru Salihu, who is an 

government to implement a com-
munity health scheme in Idemili, 
Eastern Nigeria. The scheme has 
alleviated the healthcare chal-
lenges in and is a source of suc-
cour to the community till date.

In about four years of op-
erations, Avon HMO has distin-
guished itself as a leading health 
maintenance organisation in 
Nigeria. The company has been 
at the forefront of service deliv-
ery and innovation. It recently 
introduced online health sub-
scription plans to improve access 
to healthcare in the country, the 
first of such initiatives in Nigeria. 

tion of the national exercise 
was very effective in Wudil 
Local Government Area of the 
state, where most of the target 
children were successful im-
munized during the monthly 
programme.

 At the Internal Displaced 
Persons (IDPs) camp in the area, 
it was observed that most of the 
children under five years old 
were mostly vaccinated by the 
teams of vaccinators.

 At the Nigerian Police Acade-
my, as well as Kano State Univer-
sity of Science and Technology, 
campuses in the town, Vaccina-
tors were seen applying polio 
vaccines to the target children.

 Speaking on this month 
exercise, Nasir Mohammed, 
Executive Secretary, Kano State 
Primary Healthcare Manage-
ment Board, expressed satisfac-
tion with the performance of all 
the stakeholders.

Nasir noted that the state 
government is doing everything 
possible to ensure 100 percent 
coverage of all the eligible chil-
dren, pointing out that this goal 
is almost been achieved. 

the enforceability of legal and 
regulatory frameworks, both the 
government and private sector 
organisations within the health-
care space must trust each other 
and work hand in hand in order 
to achieve significant success 
in the journey towards making 
Universal Health Coverage at-
tainable.

To buttress her point on the 
viability and sustainability of 
such collaborations, Adesimbo 
shared an experience of how 
Avon HMO partnered with a 
major international oil company, 
community leaders and the local 

official of WHO that participated 
in the exercise in the area, told 
Journalist Against Health (J4H) 
that the incidence was discov-
ered while cross checking note 
at during the exercise.

 “We observed the trend 
when we were trying to cross 
check the application of the 
vaccine at some homes. When 
we got to some of these homes, 
we were told that their chil-
dren have been vaccinated, on 
checking the ink on the fingers 
of these children we detected 
that it is fake.

 “We have told those con-
cerned that this behaviour will 
not be accepted, and anyone 
of them caught will be handed 
over to the government for nec-
essary action”, Salihu said.

 In the same vein, the tradi-
tional ruler, Abdulkadir Ahmed, 
says the state government is 
taking the issue very seriously, 
as the State Emirate Council, is 
out to collaborate to ensure that 
anyone caught or involved in 
the incidence is punished.

 Mean-while, BDSUNDAY 
noted that the implementa-
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Oyo partners Healthcare Group to raise N50bn medical fund

…as Africa Union adopt new strategic framework to end AIDS by 2030

Oyo state government 
has partnered with 
Healthcare Group, a 

leading development and 
consultancy firm in the coun-
try to raise a N50 billion 
medical fund for the renova-
tion of health facilities across 
the state.

  Under the partnership 
agreement, Healthcare will 
work with the state govern-
ment in creating ideas on 
possible ways to raise the 
medical fund that would be 
spent on the renovation of 
57 general hospitals and 600 
health care centres in all the 
local government areas of 
the state.

  In a press release made 
available to BusinessDay, 
Bola Olaosebikan, founder 

A
frican heads of state 
endorsed two major 
new initiatives and 
strategic framework 
to help  transform 

health systems and response to 
disease epidemics to end AIDS 
by 2030.

The initiatives include the 
Community Health Workers 
initiative aims to recruit, train 
and deploy 2 million community 
health workers across Africa by 
2020.

These initiatives were en-
dorsed at the AIDS Watch Africa 
Heads of State and Government 
Meeting, held on 3 July during 
the 29th African Union Summit 
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Michel Sidibé the executive 
director the Joint United Nations 
Programme on HIV/AIDS (UN-
AIDS) said, “We cannot accept a 
two-speed approach to ending 
AIDS in Africa,”

“To put western and central Af-
rica on track to end AIDS, we must 
address stigma, discrimination and 
other challenges to an effective 
response, allocate funding to sup-
port the most effective strategies 
and implement delivery strategies 
that reach the communities most 
in need.”

“The catch-up plan will aim 
to increase the number of people 
on treatment from 1.8 million to 
2.9 million by mid-2018, giving 
an additional 1.2 million people, 
including 120 000 children, access 
to urgently needed treatment”, 

AIDS: New catch up plan to surge treatment 
from 1.8 to 2.9 million by mid-2018

said Sidibe.

He further added that the first 
call for a catch-up plan for the 
region was made at the United Na-
tions General Assembly High-Lev-
el Meeting on Ending AIDS in June 
2016. Since then, at least 10 coun-
tries (Benin, Cameroon, the Central 
African Republic, Côte d’Ivoire, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Guinea, Liberia, Nigeria, Senegal 
and Sierra Leone) have developed 
country operational plans deriv-
ing from the western and central 
Africa catch-up plan with a focus 
on ensuring the needed policy and 
structural changes, said Sidibe.

According to the release,  the 
western and central Africa catch-
up plan aims to rapidly accelerate 
access to HIV treatment in the 
region and close the gap in access 
between African regions.

“While the world witnesses 
significant progress in respond-
ing to HIV, with 57% of all people 
living with HIV knowing their 
HIV status, 46% of all people liv-
ing with HIV accessing treatment 
and 38% of all people living with 
HIV virally suppressed in 2015, the 
western and central Africa region 
lags behind, achieving only 36%, 
28% and 12%, respectively, in 2015.”

“The gap is considerable: 4.7 

million people living with HIV 
are not receiving treatment, and 
330 000 adults and children died 
from AIDS-related illnesses in 
2015,” it added.

 However, the release states that 
the community health worker ini-
tiative aims to accelerate progress 
towards achieving the 90–90–90 
targets by 2020—whereby 90% of 
all people living with HIV know 
their HIV status, 90% of people 
who know their HIV-positive 
status are accessing treatment and 
90% of people on treatment have 
suppressed viral loads—and to lay 
the foundation for sustainable 
health systems.

Alpha Conde ,the President of 
Guinea and African Union Chair-
person said, “Recruiting 2 million 
community health workers is a 
critical step towards achievement 
of the Africa-wide socioeconomic 
transformation envisioned in the 
African Union’s Agenda 63”

 “Few tools have the ability of 
community health workers to 
drive progress across the entire 
breadth of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.”

“Substantial evidence, from 
both Africa and elsewhere, dem-
onstrates that well-trained, prop-
erly supervised community health 
workers provide an excellent 
quality of care and improve the 
efficiency and impact of health 
spending”

  “Community health workers 
have helped devise some of the 
most effective service delivery 
strategies for HIV testing and 
treatment, and studies have also 
linked community-delivered ser-
vices with increased rates of im-
munization, exclusive breastfeed-
ing and malaria control coverage” 
he added.

At the AIDS Watch Africa 
meeting, the participants also 
called on member states and de-
velopment partners to support 
the African Union campaign to 
eliminate new HIV infections 
among children and keep moth-
ers alive as part of the Start Free, 
Stay Free, AIDS Free collaborative 
framework.

and chief executive, Health-
care Group said “we are very 
delighted to partner with 
Oyo State Government that 
is genuinely committed to 
transform health care de-
livery in the state. So we are 
most delighted to work with 
the administration of Gover-
nor Abiola Ajimobi that has 
given the highest priority 
to transformation of health 
sector in the history of Oyo 
State.”

  “We shall be working 
with Oyo state government 
on the N50 billion healthcare 
endowment funds for Oyo 
state and we are very happy 
to be working with a focused 
administration, officials of 
government, national and 
international partners to de-
liver this innovation.

  “This strategic initiative 

will lay a new financial foun-
dation for health care infra-
structural transformation in 
Oyo state, the pacesetter state 
in Nigeria, as well as a new 

pace for socio-economic de-
velopment by the Ajimobi’s 
administration in Oyo State,” 
Olaosebikan said.

  Oyo plans to set up the 

first iconic cardio-vascular 
centre in Ibadan from the 
endowment fund which will 
be launched on August 3rd 
2017.

JOSEPHINE OKOJIE
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T
he Federal govern-
ment of Nigeria has 
expressed sympathy 
for foremost Super 
Eagles goalkeeper Carl 
Ikeme who was diag-

nosed with leukemia last week.
The Minister of Youth and 

Sports Barrister Solomon Dalung 
who spoke on behalf of the fed-
eral government, reassured the 
keeper who is currently receiving 
treatment at the Christie Clinic in 
Manchester, in a telephone con-
versation.

Barrister Dalung prayed God 
to grant Ikeme divine healing, as-
suring him that Nigerians were 
praying for his quick recovery.

“On behalf of the Federal Gov-
ernment, sports loving Nigerians 
and football fans at home and 
abroad, I wish to convey our sym-
pathy and solidarity over your 
current health challenges. Since 
the unfortunate development, we 
have received overwhelming out-
pour of emotions on your behalf 
from all parts of the country. We 
share in your pain. Though you’re 
thousands of miles away from 
home, we are with you in spirit 
and in prayers.

“You have been our source of 
pride and your performances as 
goalkeeper for the Super Eagles 

ANTHONY NLEBEM

46 C002D5556SUNDAYBD 

Dalung, Pinnick, Rohr show 
solidarity to Ikeme

Rohr denies Super Eagles resignation report Williams fined $7,500 for 
skipping TV interviewNigeria c oach Gernot 

Rohr has come out to 
deny media reports that 

he is considering resigning 
from his role as Super Eagles 
technical Adviser.

Earlier rep orts claime d 
that the German tactician 
was frustrated by the NFF’s 
Technical Committee’s at-
tempts to interfere in his 
team selection, and could ten-
der his resignation as early as 

Venus Williams, who 
h a s  r e a c h e d  t h e 
Wimbledon women’s 

singles final for the first time 
since 2009, has been fined 
$7,500 by the Grand Slam 
supervisors for an offense 
listed as “Media Conference.”

Williams was fined for fail-
ing to do a mandatory 1-on-1 
post-match television inter-
view after her quarterfinal 
victory. She did the required 
interview after her semifinal 
victory on Thursday, and she 
has appeared for all of her 
post-match news conferences 
during the fortnight.

It is not the first time that 
Williams has been fined for 
avoiding media obligations 
at a Grand Slam event. She 
was fined $5,000 at the 2016 
Australian Open for skipping 
the news conference after 
her first-round loss.

She also was fined for skip-
ping news conferences after 

stands you out like a star. We are 
indebted to you and will stand by 
you to support, pray and encourage 
you in this trying period. We wish 
you a quick recovery and hope you 
leave the hospital soon.”

In his response, Carl Ikeme 
who was reportedly in high spirit 
thanked the federal government 

next week.
But Rohr insists that is not 

the case, saying: “I have seen 
the reports and there is no 
truth to this.”

The rumours, originally 
reported in the UK, claimed 
that Rohr may tender his 
resignation when he meets 
with the Nigerian federation 
leadership in Morocco during 
the CAF meetings.

He was said to b e very 

a first-round loss at the 2015 
French Open ($3,000) and 
a doubles loss in 2010 at 
Wimbledon ($4,000).

Williams, a five-time sin-
gles champion at the All 
England Club, plays Garbine 
Muguruza for the champion-
ship on Saturday.

for reaching out to him through 
the phone call.

 An elated Ikeme expressed 
happiness when he received the 
call.

“I am so happy to hear from 
Nigerians through the federal 
government and my spirit is lifted. 

I am responding to treatment and I 
can’t wait to leave here and be with 
my teammates. This call is worth 
more than money so I appreciate 
this show of love from Nigerians, 
my coach and the NFF President 
who also took time to come here 
to visit me. Thank you so much 
for your love and care,” Ikeme said.

Also, the Nigerian Football Fed-
eration President Amaju Pinnick 
and Super Eagles coach Gernot 
Rohr on Friday met with Super 
Eagles and Wolverhampton Wan-
derers goalkeeper.

Pinnick also thanked the gov-
ernment for their show of love for 
one of its own adding that this will 
go a long way in speeding up the 
healing process of the goalkeeper.

Rohr also assured the Minister 
that he was working relentlessly to 
qualify Nigeria for the Africa Cup 
of Nations and the FIFA World 
Cup.

A picture of the visit was tweet-
ed on Friday via the official handle 
of the NFF with a caption: “NFF 
President @PinnickAmaju along-
side Coach Gernot Rohr visited 
Eagles goalie @Carl_Ikeme today 
in London.”

Rohr met with Chelsea star 
Victor Moses in London ahead of 
Nigeria’s World Cup 2018 qualifiers 
against Cameroon in September.

Moses who missed the 2019 
Africa Cup of Nations qualifying 
defeat at home to South Africa 
last month returned to training 
with the reigning English Premier 
League champions after ending 
last season with an injury.

Moses, 26, is expected to be 
included in the Nigeria squad to 
face Cameroon.

frustrated at what he consid-
ers “meddling” in his work by 
the NFF’s Technical Commit-
tee led by Chris Green.

Nigeria lost 2-0 to South Af-
rica in a 2019 African Nations 
Cup qualifier, but sit top of 
their qualifying group for the 
2018 World Cup of 2018, and 
could all but secure a place at 
the World Cup in Russia with 
a win over Cameroon next 
month in Uyo.



Man Utd named most 
valuable football team
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Strict dressing room made 
me leave Juventus- Alves

Pique: Ronaldo the Ballon d’Or 
favourite, Messi the best of all time

Manchester United are 
the world’s third-most 
valuable sports team 

with an estimated value of $3.69 
billion, according to a study by 
Forbes.

The American business mag-
azine last month named United 
the world’s most valuable foot-
ball club after overtaking Bar-
celona and Real Madrid.

But the Premier League 
side still rank third overall on 
Forbes’ annual list ranking all 
sports teams, staying behind 
the NFL’s Dallas Cowboys at 
$4.2bn and baseball’s New York 
Yankees at $3.7bn.

However, United’s valuation 
rose by 11 percent, while the 
Cowboys went up just 5 percent 
and the Yankees 9.

United’s climb is “a testament 
to their powerful brand and 
marketing acumen,” accord-
ing to Forbes, as no other club 
brought in more advertising and 
sponsorship revenue than the 
club’s $405m.

Champions League winners 
Real Madrid had been No. 2 on 
the overall sports list a year ago, 
while Barcelona were third, but 

Strict dressing room rules was 
just one of the reasons Dani 
Alves left Juventus for French 

giants Paris Saint-Germain.
The former Barcelona right-

back had been linked with a po-
tential move to Manchester City, 
after negotiating an early release 
from his contract in Turin.

Instead he joined PSG on a 
two-year deal, prompting the 
Citizens to step up their pursuit 
of Kyle Walker, who they signed 
on Friday.

Speaking as a PSG player, 
Alves opened up about his time 
at Juventus and revealed why he 
was so keen to cut ties with the 
Serie A giants.

“At first I had a lot of trouble 
because they didn’t understand 
me, on or off the pitch,” the right 
back told L’Equipe.

this year’s list sees them fall to 
fifth and fourth, respectively.

Madrid had been the No. 1 
football club the previous four 
years, but fell to third among 
the sport with an estimated 
value of $3.58bn, a 2 percent 
decrease.

Barcelona climbed above 
their La Liga arch-rivals, after 
being valued at $3.64bn, a 2 
percent increase.

Helping Barcelona’s rise was 
the extension to their kit deal 
they signed last year with Nike, 
which is worth at least $168m 
annually from 2018 through 
2023. That figure broke United’s 
previous record $111m per year 
deal with Adidas.

Bayern Munich are the next 
football club on the list, coming 
in at 15th and worth a reported 
$2.71bn, behind six more NFL 
teams, the NBA’s New York 
Knicks and Los Angeles Lak-
ers, and baseball’s Los Angeles 
Dodgers.

Four Premier League teams 
made the list with Manchester 
City at 35th with a value of 
$2.083 million, Arsenal in 43rd 
at $1.93 billion and Chelsea in 
45th at $1.84 billion. Bayern 
Munich were the only other 
soccer team to make the top 

Cristiano Ronaldo is the 
favourite to win the 
Ballon d’Or but Lionel 

Messi remains the greatest 
player in history, according 
to Barcelona team-mate Ge-
rard Pique.

The Real Madrid star led 
Zinedine Zidane’s side to La 
Liga and Champions League 
success last season, while 
Messi ended the 2016-17 
campaign with only the 
Copa del Rey to his name.

And though the Argen-
tine outscored Ronaldo in 
the Spanish top-flight 37 
goals to 25, Pique believes 
that the Real forward’s win-
ners’ medals will count to-
wards him being named 
the best in the world for 
the fifth time and levelling 
Messi’s record.

“Cristiano Ronaldo has 
won the Champions League 
and the League,” Pique said 
to Qatar television show 
One. “So he is a favourite.

“Lionel Messi is still con-
sidered the best player in 
history, though, and then 

50 at 15th with a value of $2.71 
billion.

The NFL dominated the top 
50 list with 29 teams included 
as the Dallas Cowboys are the 
most valuable sports team on 
the planet at $4.2 billion and 
Major League Baseball’s New 
York Yankees came in second 
at $3.7 billion.

Below is a look at the top 10 
overall sports teams with teams 
from the NFL, MLB, NBA and 
the soccer world all making the 
top 50 and seven soccer teams 
were in the top 50. 

FORBES’ TOP 10 MOST VALU-
ABLE TEAMS

1. Dallas Cowboys – $4.2 billion
2. New York Yankees – $3.7 
billion
3. Manchester United – $3.69 
billion
4. Barcelona – $3.64 billion
5. Real Madrid – $3.58 billion
6. New England Patriots – $3.4 
billion
7. New York Knicks – $3.3 bil-
lion
8. New York Giants – $3.1 billion
9. San Francisco 49ers – $3 bil-
lion
10. Los Angeles Lakers – $3 
billion

there are other options.”
Pique has been at the 

forefront of the Clasico 
battles over the years and 
is often the figurehead of 
the Catalan side of the 
rivalry.

The Spain internation-
al has enjoyed verbal and 
physical battles with his 
Blancos opponents and 
has been openly critical 
to the club and its players.

Real captain and in-
ternational  c ol league 
Sergio Ramos has taken 
the brunt of the verbals, 
though Pique insists it 
is all in good nature and 
they are merely defend-
ing their colours.

“The rivalry between 
Real Madrid and Barce-
lona is very big. Ramos 
defends Real Madrid as 
I do with Barcelona,” he 
said.

“When we face we try 
to defend our c olours 
and when we go with the 
Spanish national team we 
fight together.”

“It took some time to make 
the connection between what I 
thought and what they thought, 
and once we found that connec-
tion the results came.

Alves went on to admit he 
was frustrated at the club, claim-
ing that he was against the strict 
dressing room rules.

“Frustration? Here’s an ex-
ample. In the dressing room, we 
weren’t allowed to put music on. I 
can’t live without music, without 
dancing,” said Alves.

“I’m not a crazy person who 
wants to change all the rules, 
and everyone has his own way or 
raising his energy and transmit-
ting it to others.

“I was viewed with a bit of 
suspicion though. Little by little, 
it improved and we had a good 
second half of the season.”

ANTHONY NLEBEM
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Week
Quotes of the

The first step of scanning a file is to compare the 
entire file or the probable infected portion of it 
with a table of known viruses’ signatures. These 
signatures are almost unique sequence of codes or 
a certain phrase(s) in the virus which are already 
detected on other systems and is supplied in the 
antivirus definition database.
While it is not practical to collect the whole body 
of the viruses in any database and compare with 
the files, therefore only some particular portion or 
very certain phrases of the virus will be retained 
in the signature database.  Otherwise there would 
be a huge database of viruses’ signatures which is 
absolutely inapplicable.
Instead, the signature database is a collection of 
unique flags of the viruses and if one of them is 
detected in the file, Symantec Antivirus presumes 
the file is a virus.
Although the creators of the signatures try to 
make the flag (signature) as unique as possible, 
however it is probable that two similar viruses 
are mistaken as each other, or in worse case a pro-
ductive file which mistakenly or by a legitimate 
reason contains the signature, is judged as the 
virus. Whereas the Signature scanning method 
is not hundred percent accurate, therefore the 
Signature scan is approximative or is a Heuristic 
algorithm.

Blogs
From the 

“I believe in our jurists. We may have issues 
with some individuals but the Nigerian ju-
diciary deserves respect and commendation. 
Today’s verdict is a judgment where there are 
no winners or losers. It is a verdict that will 
bring our party together. I hereby call on all 
those who left the party because of leader-
ship issues to return to their natural home 
and build the PDP”. Goodluck Jonathan, 
former Nigerian President.

“From the way we are fighting corruption, 
it is like emphasis is built on EFCC, but the 
problem with that approach that you are 
dealing with symptoms of corruption and 
corruption is like a tree. Once you continue 
to deal with the leaves and the fruits, and the 
root is still there, you cannot totally eliminate 
corruption”. Yakubu Dogara, Speaker, House 
of Representatives.

”In terms of the budget impact, definitely, I 
mean, it is predicated on the number of 2.2 
million barrels per day and a price index of 
42.50 dollars.Within the price cap, I think 
we’re still reasonably within range. Obvi-
ously we have lost quite a lot of months, some 
months, at least, two or three in which we did 
not produce what the budget had projected, 
so there is definitely going to be differential”. 
Minister of State for Petroleum Resources, 
Dr Ibe Kachikwu.

Numbers
38m
The volume of shares traded on the Nigerian Stock 
Exchange (NSE) on Friday improved by 26.03 per 
cent, just as the market indices increased further 
by 0.32 per cent.

N19tn
The Naira lost one point to exchange at N366, weaker 
than N365 traded on Thursday, while the pound 
sterling and the Euro closed at N468 and N412, 
respectively.

O
ne of the most memorable of 
the tales of Aesop, the great 
African storyteller whom 
the ancient Greeks celebrated 
( A e s o p  =  A e t h i o p ,  T h e 

Ethiopian or The Black Man) is the story 
of the Lion, the Mouse, and the Net-trap. 
Lion, the arrogant self-styled King of the 
Jungle, feared no one, won every battle, 
and dominated the animal kingdom. He 
kept his distance from larger animals such 
as Buffalo and Elephant with whom he 
had no chance at all in a fair fight of single 
combat, only in an unfair fight when he 
could encircle them with a platoon of his 
fellow lions.

And so it was that one day, Lion crossed 
paths with a humble Mouse, grabbed him 
and considered eating him up. Naturally 
the Mouse pleaded for mercy, reminding 
Lion that he is not even large enough for 
a mouthful but could perhaps in future 
serve him a good turn. Good turn? What 
a laugh! Almighty Lion never needs help, 
least of all from a poor Mouse! But he let 
the Mouse loose all the same.

Time passes, and sure enough, one-
day-one-day the Lion finds himself 
helplessly roped round in a hunter’s net. 
It would have been  nunc dimitis for 
him—had not the Mouse showed up and 
in a labor of gratitude chewed through 
the net and freed the Lion.

a voice for the voiceless multitudes and a 
fearless “speaker of truth to power.” The US 
media relentlessly digs up dirt wherever 
it may be covered up—under the soil in 
the garden, under the carpet, under the 
bed or in the wardrobe closet.  It uncovers 
everything that everyone, especially those 
in power, whether in government or in 
the private sector, seek to keep hidden for 
their own unfair advantage. No wonder 
the media came to style itself as the Fourth 
Estate of the Realm—after the Executive, 
the Legislature, and the Judiciary. The 
US media has enormous prestige and 
commands as much respect as the other 
three originally named and established 
arms of governance.

That is why it was clear to all who knew 
anything about it that, from the outset, 
Trump in his badmouthing of the media 
was like a Don Quixote tilting at windmills 
and heading inevitably for a fall.

Those who rant and rave against “trial 
by media” ought to spend one afternoon 
and evening observing US television news, 
especially CNN or MSNBC. And they 
should assiduously read the New York 
Times, the Washington Post or the Wall 
Street Journal several days at a stretch. 
You come to realize, each day, that each 
of these media organs have done their 
homework; that they have a great deal 
more information than they are letting out 
at any one time; that they in fact ration out 
the news in bits or chunks for maximum 
impact, and deliberately stretch it out so it 
will last and they won’t run out. For one 
thing, the viewing and reading public can 
only absorb so much on any one day, and 
news, good or bad, can be just too much.

So, whatever news you see today, know 
that more—or worse, especially if it’s a 
scandal—is coming tomorrow. And if you 
are the subject of their interest (like Trump 
and Co.)—if the media ever gets on your 
case—better find a hole to hide in, because 
they won’t let go until you’re quite finished.

So, “what did Trump know and when 
did he know it” regarding Russia’s offer 
to subvert the US presidential election of 
2016? We shall find out soon enough.

These animal tales, whether originally 
by Aesop or merely attributed to him, 
provide us endless lessons in human 
behavior and ethical values. If we take the 
political drama currently playing out in 
America, we could call Donald Trump the 
Lion—pompous, arrogant, sharp-tongued, 
and beyond all control by his advisers 
and political party colleagues. The Media, 
whom he disdains and maligns and 
seeks to intimidate as “fake” and “witch 
hunting,” is the Hunter-and-Net in which 
he suddenly finds himself en-roped. Is 
there a little Mouse somewhere that 
might yet gnaw Trump out of the Net—or 
will he topple from the pinnacle of the 
presidency (falling “from grace to grass,” as 
we style it here at home) via resignation 
or impeachment?

The clincher is the email, published 
in the past couple of days, by which his 
son Donald Trump Jr. was invited to a 
meeting, also attended by Trump’s then-
Campaign Manager and his son-in-law 
(his three closest advisers). The email 
explicitly states that the aim is to provide 
negative material from the Russian 
government to discredit Democratic Party 
presidential candidate Hillary Clinton and 
assist his father Donald Trump in getting 
elected. 

This email is a bombshell of bombshells. 
The young man claims he never told his 
father about it; and his father claims he 
only heard of it when the news broke a 
day or two before. Totally beyond belief. 
In any case, they did use the material 
provided (Hillary Clinton’s hacked emails) 
to discredit her.

In short, Trump is only a half-step from 
where Richard Nixon was in August 1974 
when “what he knew and when he knew 
it” showed everyone, himself included, 
that the game was up, and he packed his 
bags and took that long last flight to San 
Clemente, California.

You see, the US media is very difficult 
to intimidate. The media is  protected 
by the powerful First Amendment of 
the Constitution adopted in 1791. In two 
centuries the media has won its laurels as 

The lion, the mouse and the net-trap


