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About Dr. Geoffrey 
Dr. Geoffrey Reiter is a professor of English literature and writing who 

holds degrees in both English and Church History. He a special interest in 

the interaction between the Christian faith and literature, especially 

fantasy, sci-fi, and Victorian literature. As an editor and contributor to the 

online magazine Christ in Pop Culture. He also enjoys engaging and 

writing thoughtfully about contemporary culture from a Christian 

perspective. Geoffrey is the father of four and plays an active role in his 

kids' education, especially in introducing them to great books, classic 

poems, and big ideas.  

Key Ideas 
● What you memorize becomes a part of you and no one can take it away from you. When you 

know the material well, or have it memorized, you take ownership of it and are able to rely on 
that knowledge throughout your life.  

● Catechisms are designed to systematically present the faith in a way that the reader can come to 
understand the fullness of their churchs’ teachings. But, more importantly, catechesis should 
include understanding of ideas and a living out of those ideas.  
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Quotables 
“A child who sees catechesis as something that inhabits all aspects of their life will also be more likely 

to bring it out at times other than just this one selected time.” 

Dr. Geoffrey Reiter 

“Catechesis is ultimately failing if we get a lot of knowledge pressed into them and then they just hate 
it because we're forcing it on them, or if they learn it in a clever or prideful way to show off in Sunday 

school, but not to be embodied or lived out. So absolutely any kind of memorization of anything 
should always be accompanied by discussion, understanding, and prayer, to make sure that it is really 

lived out.” 

Dr. Geoffrey Reiter 
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Time Stamps 
2:50 meet Geoffrey Reiter 
3:42 Catechism in the Silver Chair by C.S. Lewis 
10:20 the purpose of memorization 
18:20 why catechisms are important 
21:55 the structure of catechisms 
28:02 using a catechism to teach the faith 
32:20 more than memorization 
39:25 catechism resources  
42:10 differences between reading and memorizing 
47:10 other things to memorize as a family 
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