
Continued from the post in Floyd Jane’s song post at the below URL

https://www.pgmusic.com/forums/ubbthreads.php?
ubb=showflat&Number=655416#Post655416

To make the structure of your (floyd’s) chorus useful for me, I have to completely remove any
resemblance of your and Reid’s song from the words. To do this, one tactic I sometimes use is
explained below.

One of the joys of living in Melbourne (Australia) is that before COVID came along, Pat Pattison
was a regular visitor to the city. As a consequence, I’ve been to many weekend workshops with
Pat and it’s through these that I learnt how to analyse and to write lyrics.

Pat  often  said  that  Mother  Goose  Nursery  Rhymes are  a  rich  source  of  understanding  for
songwriters. I remember him once saying that the 4-4-5-4-4-5 lyric flow, with rhyme scheme
AABCCB, is “Humpty Dumpty” with two 5-feet lines thrown in. This is because “Humpty” is
rhyming  couplets  and  scans  poetically  as  consistently  4-feet  lines.  (I’ve  highlighted  the
4-stressed syllables in each line using red.)

Humpty dumpty sat on the wall
Humpty dumpty had a great fall
All the kings horses and all the kings men
Couldn’t put Humpty together again

Now let’s insert two rhyming 5-feet lines...

Humpty dumpty sat on the wall
Humpty dumpty had a great fall
And I heard someone shouting loudly for glue
All the kings horses and all the kings men
Couldn’t put Humpty together again
So they called a surgeon and she knew what to do

Another thing that I recalled as I looked at the 4-3-4-3 lyric flow of the back-end of the chorus is
that this is the “Mary Had A Little Lamb” structure. 

In  general,  though,  it  turns  out  that  this  pattern  of  lyric  flow is  quite  common in  nursery
rhymes: “Mary, Mary Quite Contrary” came to mind as I thought about it. So let’s vary “Mary,
Mary” to fit the theme of “Humpty” and tack it onto the end of “Humpty”. Also, I need to add
a non-rhyming last line that’s 2-feet long.
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So I’ve now mimicked the lyric structure. As a starting place, this gives me the following.

Humpty dumpty sat on the wall
Humpty dumpty had a great fall
And I heard someone shouting loudly for glue
All the kings horses and all the kings men
Couldn’t put Humpty together again
So they called a surgeon and she knew what to do
It was Mary, Mary quite contrary
She left her garden growing
While with needle, thread and lots of care
She deftly started sewing
Sewing Humpty

So now I have something I can work with. There is no
resemblance to your original song in the above dummy
lyrics  but  they provide me with  a  structure  that  will
allow me to create a  melody.  Once I’ve done that,  I
then simply need to find a suitable theme and massage
it into this word structure. To do this, I will be calling on
Andrea Stolpe’s concept of “internal” and “external”
lyrics that was introduced to me through the  book on
the right.

As  I’m  sitting  looking  at  the  above,  using  it  as  the
A-section in an AABA song format is starting to appeal
a  lot.  That’s  where I  think  I’ll  go.  If  I  choose  to  use
AABA, then no resemblance to your and Reid’s work
will be obvious. 

Thank  you  for  giving  me  yet  another  tool  for  my
songwriting toolbox!

Regards,
Noel 


