
Water Planning Council Advisory Group 
 

July 17, 2018 Meeting Minutes 
 
A meeting of the Water Planning Council Advisory Group (WPCAG or group) was held at 
the Public Utility Regulatory Authority (PURA), in New Britain, Connecticut. 
 
Members Present: 

Aaron Budris   Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments 
Karen Burnaska  CT Fund for the Environment/Save the Sound 
Josh Cansler   Southeastern CT Water Authority 
Virginia de Lima  USGS CT Water Science Center  
Len DeJong   Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition 
John Hudak   South Central CT Regional Water Authority  
Patrick Kearny  Manchester Water & Sewer 
Fred Klein   CT Power and Energy Society 
Dan Lawrence   Aquarion 
Martha Smith (Alt)  Rivers Alliance 
Tom Tyler   MDC 
Robert Wesneski  Avon Water Company 
 

Members by Phone: 
David Knauf   Darien Health Department  
 

Other Attendees: 
Stephen Anderson  DoAg 
Dan Aubin   DPH 
Linda Ferraro   DPH 
Corinne Fitting  DEEP 
Gail Lucchina   PURA 
Nick Neeley   PURA 
Charles Rothenberger  Rome Smith 
Elaine Sistare (by phone) CDM Smith 
Lori Vitagliano (by phone) SCCRWA 
Brad Weeks   Kowalski Group 
Bruce Wittchen  OPM 
 

Members Absent: 
Curtis Anderson  Connecticut Irrigation Contractors Association 
vacant    Business & Industry 
Alicea Charamut  Fisheries Advisory Council 
Joan Nichols   CT Farm Bureau 
Denise Savageau  CT Association of Conservation Districts 
Richard Sobolewski  OCC  
vacant    Green Industry 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
The meeting was called to order at 1:35. 
 
 

http://www.ct.gov/pura/site/default.asp
http://www.nvcogct.org/
http://www.ctenvironment.org/
http://www.waterauthority.org/
http://ct.water.usgs.gov/
http://www.pomperaug.org/
http://www.rwater.com/
http://waterandsewer.townofmanchester.org/
http://www.ctpower.org/
http://aquarion.com/
http://www.riversalliance.org/
http://www.themdc.com/
https://www.avonwater.com/
http://www.darienct.gov/content/28025/28541/default.aspx
http://www.ct.gov/doag/site/default.asp
http://www.ct.gov/dph/
http://www.ct.gov/dph/
http://www.ct.gov/deep
http://www.ct.gov/pura
http://www.ct.gov/pura
http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2990&q=385462&opmNav_GID=1807%20
http://www.cicaweb.org/
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?A=2696&Q=322704
http://www.cfba.org/
http://www.conservect.org/connecticut-association-of-conservation-districts/
http://www.ct.gov/occ/site/default.asp
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2. Approval of Minutes 
 
John Hudak requested a correction in one sentence of the draft minutes and a motion 
was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the June 19, 2018 meeting as 
corrected.  The motion was approved unanimously, with Virginia de Lima abstaining 
because she had not attended the meeting. 
 

3. WPCAG membership and mission 
 

a. Changes to membership 
 

John Hudak said there have been no changes in the past month 
 
b. Nominating Committee 

 
John Hudak asked Josh Cansler to provide an overview of the Nominating 
Committee’s 7/12/2018 status report.  Josh identified the members of the committee 
and noted that attendance was one of the factors that the committee considered in 
compiling a slate of members to be appointed in the coming year.  He mentioned that 
Eric Brown, Kevin Sullivan, and Henry Talmage will no longer be WPCAG members.  
Time constraints prevent Eric from participating; Kevin no longer has any nursery 
operations in CT; and Henry has left the CT Farm Bureau to work for the NY Farm 
Bureau. 
 
Josh said the committee recommends that the WPCAG remain at 20 members, with 
each serving a four-year term.  Terms would be staggered so ¼ come up each year, 
and the committee recommends that they be divided on the basis of seniority, with 
the longest-serving members being in the group whose terms expire first.  Currently 
vacant positions would also be included in that first group. 
 
Josh explained that the committee also recommends some changes to WPCAG 
representation.  A member should represent both recreation and boating interests 
and agricultural interests should also be combined and represented by a single 
member – the soon-to-be named executive director of the CT Farm Bureau. 
 
Josh also mentioned that Len DeJong, who has been representing recreation 
interests, would represent water resources protection interests in a newly created 
position.  Denise Savageau, who represented municipal interests until her retirement 
from the Town of Greenwich, will represent Conservation interests in a new position 
that aligns with her role as president of the CT Association of Conservation Districts. 
 
With the suggested changes, out-of-stream interests will still have more positions on 
the WPCAG than in-stream interests.  Josh explained that the remaining imbalance 
will be corrected when Robert Wesneski, who currently represents small, investor-
owned water utilities, retires within a few years.  The committee recommends that 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/fd88fpurwmuvypi/WPCAG%20Nominating%20Committee%20Status%20Report-July%2012%202018.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/fd88fpurwmuvypi/WPCAG%20Nominating%20Committee%20Status%20Report-July%2012%202018.pdf?dl=0
http://www.conservect.org/connecticut-association-of-conservation-districts/
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the water utility positions be reorganized in a manner that would no longer include a 
position for small, investor-owned water utilities. 
 
Josh said the proposed membership assignments are listed on the final page of the 
report.  They have leads for vacant positions.  Len DeJong mentioned that Kevin 
Sullivan apologized that the CT Nursery & Landscape Association (CNLA did not 
notify the WPCAG that he was no longer able to participate.  John Hudak said the 
WPC’s Jack Betkoski has received a nomination for a new member to represent the 
CNLA.  Josh Cansler said the committee had discussed various options for 
representing agricultural interests and decided that the best approach is to have 
agricultural interests be represented by the Farm Bureau and to have current 
member Curtis Anderson represent water-intensive business interests, although 
CNLA would be a good candidate for the latter category should an opening arise. 
 
John Hudak noted that the WPCAG encourages non-members to attend meetings 
and participate in discussions.  There was further discussion of interests represented 
on the WPCAG and balance between positions representing in-stream interests and 
those representing out-of-stream interests. 
 
Josh Cansler mentioned that the current top candidates for the proposed 
boating/recreation position would represent only a boating interest, not recreation.  
Len DeJong noted that the director of the White Memorial would have been able to 
represent both sides, but he was not interested.  Karen Burnaska said the CT 
Business & Industry Association said none of its staff will be available to represent 
business interests.  There was further discussion of the various vacancies and Josh 
mentioned that the goal is to find a person for each position for consideration at the 
WPCAG’s September meeting and the WPC’s October meeting. 
 

4. State Water Plan 
 
a. State water plan implementation framework and planning committee 

 
John Hudak said there was a good turnout for the committee’s meeting on July 5.  
Len DeJong provided an overview of the committee’s draft report and said the goal is 
to develop an organizational framework for the State Water Plan Implementation 
Workgroup (IWG).  He described the membership categories for the proposed IWG 
and noted the expectation for topical sub-work groups to be created as needed.  He 
also mentioned that the committee discussed the need for balance and diversity in 
this effort and said the committee recognizes that the WPC must retain authority. 
 
Len explained the report’s recommendations for IWG leadership and for 
membership terms, as specified on pg 2 of the report and the selection process 
mentioned on pg 3.  Virginia de Lima mentioned that IWG meetings are expected to 
be open to anyone wanting to attend.  There was a discussion of the report’s 
Attachment II and that the IWG will be a standing group.  People will be free to join 
topical sub-work groups and that flexibility is necessary. 
 
Virginia de Lima noted the contrast with the previous organizational structure and 
explained that the IWG will pass recommendations to the WPC.  She asked if there 
are any questions and there was a discussion of providing flexibility for groups to 
participate as they choose.  Karen Burnaska asked about the WPC’s role in the topical 

https://www.whitememorialcc.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/px57a22rua4xfg6/Ad%20Hoc%20Organizational%20Planning%20Committee%20-%20Draft%20Report%20July%2012%202018.pdf?dl=0
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sub-work groups and there was broad agreement that the WPC would not have a 
formal role in them.  Virginia de Lima noted that the WPC had not appointed 
members in the former Policy and Science & Technical committees and there was a 
discussion of the WPC appointing members to the Implementation Work Group, not 
to the topical groups. 
 
Fred Klein asked why the IWG would not include more WPCAG members, given that 
the WPCAG includes in-stream advocates, out-of-stream advocates, and subject 
matter interests.  Len DeJong said such a group would be too much like the WPCAG 
and Virginia de Lima said it also raises workload issues and there’s a desire to 
provide opportunity for others to also participate.  Len said the additional IWG 
members can also be WPCAG members, but they should not have to be. 
 
Virginia noted that the proposed IWG membership would exclude “neutral” 
members and there was further discussion of membership categories and whether 
the WPC would ask the WPCAG for recommendations.  Fred Klein recommended 
that the IWG be increased to 13 members, with the additional member being a 
neutral WPCAG member.  There was further discussion of the meaning of neutral. 
 
Virginia de Lima said the IWG should have a process in place in case it gets bogged 
down and mentioned Fig. 5-1 of the draft plan.  There was a discussion of different 
approaches, with a general agreement to rely on IWG co-chairs as needed.  There 
also was a discussion of people not appointed to the IWG being able to participate in 
the topical groups and of the need to update the report based on these discussions.  A 
motion was made and seconded for the committee to update the report as discussed 
and for the WPCAG co-chairs to present it to the WPC in August.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

b. Top priorities for implementation 
 
John Hudak said the WPC has reviewed the planning tasks compiled in the SWP 
Tasks Full List and the Prioritization List, with each agency identifying what it 
considers to be the top priorities.  He added that the WPC is especially focused on 
actions for the next six months.  He described the WPCAG’s recent survey and 
pointed out that the goal was to identify the top five priorities. 
 
Fred Klein pointed out that the top three responses in the WPCAG member survey 
were also top priorities for the WPC.  There was a discussion of whether there is any 
significant role for the IWG regarding two of those topics:  completion of the drought 
plan update and implementation of electronic diversion reporting. 
 
Dan Lawrence said he agrees with OPM’s prioritization of implementation 
monitoring, explaining that it will be critical to document what is being 
accomplished.  There was a discussion of connecting funding and outreach efforts to 
implementation priorities, such as drought or conservation, and of WPC member 
comments regarding implementation. 
 
Virginia de Lima recommended that plan implementation maintain two tracks, one 
for aspects that can be implemented quickly and the other for efforts requiring more 
time for implementation.  She said longer-term needs cannot be pushed into the 
future forever.  There was a discussion of various approaches and Virginia said WPC 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/gzdstzntkz7yli4/SWP%20Tasks%20Full%20List.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gzdstzntkz7yli4/SWP%20Tasks%20Full%20List.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8l1h6jo0bukvgz8/Prioritization%20List.docx?dl=0
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members had said at their meeting that it is important to be able to quickly 
demonstrate some successes.  John Hudak mentioned Sustainable CT and said 
conservation and drought are included in its master action list and Virginia 
mentioned that the Other States’ Plans group’s report identified creative sources of 
funding. 
 
With “Water as a Public Trust” receiving one of the higher priority scores by the 
WPCAG, Len DeJong asked if public trust  should be prioritized and Fred Klein said 
the Governor’s Executive Order has settled it for now.  There was further discussion 
of this issue and the legality of implementing the plan now and the impact of General 
Assembly action on the plan. 
 
Fred Klein noted that infrastructure is one of the WPCAG’s 6th-ranked priorities and 
also one of the WPC’s top priorities.  There was a discussion of how alternative 
approaches for tabulating survey responses impact the results and Virginia de Lima 
said that the top 6 stand out from the rest.  There was further discussion of the 
results and of the impact of combining narrow topics into broader topics. 
 
The group returned to the previous discussion of public trust and Virginia said she 
recommends that people prepare to proceed with the compromise language under 
development late in the legislative session in the event the legislature returns to the 
public trust discussion.  Len DeJong also endorsed doing so.  There also was a 
discussion of conservation being prioritized and that each WPC or WPCAG member 
who voted to prioritize that might have something different in mind when it thinking 
of conservation. 
 
John Hudak said that, based on this discussion, the WPCAG can inform the WPC 
that the WPCAG decided to prioritize drought, conservation, and electronic diversion 
reporting, like the WPC, and also to prioritize centralized data, public trust, and 
consistency with existing state plans.  Monitoring, funding, and outreach are also 
important. 
 
Dan Lawrence said the state should have a Water Plan Chief, which is one of the 
priorities listed in the plan.  There was a discussion of the concept and Dan said a 
consultant should be hired for that role.  There was further discussion of initial 
implementation steps. 
 
Virginia de Lima asked Elaine Sistare, who had called in to the meeting, whether 
CDM has information about how other states proceeded with implementation.  
Elaine said it’s a multiyear process.  Virginia asked if other states have used their own 
staff or consultants and Elaine said CDM has worked with some of the states.  It’s an 
issue of funding.  Elaine added that this is why CDM continues to follow CT’s 
planning effort.  John said he will draft a message to the WPC regarding the 
WPCAG’s priorities and it should be complete by August 1. 
 

5. Old Business 
 
a. Water Utility Coordinating Committee (WUCC) update 

 
Dan Lawrence said each region’s integrated report has been submitted to DPH and 
some WUCCs have continued meeting. 

https://sustainablect.org/
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Files_and_Resources/Copy_of_SCT_Master_Action_List_7-30.xlsx
http://streamingwater.org/oswp/#REPORT
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/D5B15C2FB2134AFAB6E70F56F516B7E7.pdf
https://www.cga.ct.gov/
https://www.cga.ct.gov/
http://www.portal.ct.gov/DPH/Drinking-Water/WUCC/Water-Utility-Coordinating-Committee
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6. New Business 

 
a. Other 

 
There was no new business. 

 
7. WPCAG Work Groups 

 
a. Watershed Lands Work Group 

 
Karen Burnaska said the group has not yet scheduled its next meeting. 
 

b. Other work group assignments and updates 
 
There were no updates. 

 
8. WPCAG Member Comment 

 
There were no further WPCAG member comments. 
 

9. Public Comment 
 
There were no further public comments. 
 

10. Future Meeting Date 
 
John Hudak mentioned that he will miss the next WPCAG meeting, but Lori Vitagliano, 
who is his alternate, will attend in his place. 
 
The next WPCAG meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 21, 2018, at PURA. 
 

11. Adjourn 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m. 

 
 
Minutes prepared by Bruce Wittchen, OPM 
 


