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In this issue 

Covering the  
villages of Long and 

Little  
Wittenham  

Hello and goodbye is perhaps 
the flavour of this issue. Vicky 
from Challis farm, relative of 

the founder of Wittenham 
Ways advertises for the first 
and last time as does Paul 

from Little Wittenham whose 
quirky but very functional huts 
appear above. Paul’s advert is 

on page 32, Vicky’s curtain 
making advert is on page 33. It 

is the last time as this is my 
last issue of Wittenham Ways.  

 
There’s a farewell message 

too from our Vicar who is  
retiring to Wiltshire.  
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Liam and Kim welcome you to The Plough 
Inn, Long Wittenham a friendly  traditional pub. We offer a selection of 

excellent wines,  
spirits, beer, lager and real ales sourced from around the country  
including a pump dedicated to showcase the South East’s finest  

breweries and micro breweries finest ales.  Freshly prepared food 
served from 12-2.30pm and 6-9pm daily (excl Sunday nights).  Our 
Specials Menu changes weekly using locally sourced ingredients.  
Fresh barista coffee and tea is served from 12 noon daily!  Dogs  

welcome. Function room and large river front gardens ideal for large 
or small events. 

 
Contact us:  01865 407738 
www.theploughinnlw.co.uk 

http://www.facebook.com/theploughlw 

http://www.theploughinnlw.co.uk/
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FROM THE EDITOR      September 2015 

 
Hello everyone, as I mentioned on the front page this is my last 

issue of Wittenham Ways. Whether the magazine continues is 

currently unknown as no-one has yet stepped forward to take 

over the reins, but I do hope someone will volunteer. It is my other volunteer-

ing duties for a local charity which means I now have less time to devote to 

Wittenham Ways, albeit only three/four times a year. As many of you know, 

since retiring I also now import jewellery from Australia which I take to events/

shows with my vintage and crafts products.  

 

May I take this opportunity of thanking everyone, especially the wonderful band 

of people who deliver Wittenham Ways, in no particular order; Mark and Carol 

H, Diana and John, June, Carol P, Vicky, Pauline, John T, Anne W, Joan, Ruth, 

Jackie, Jane and Liz who helped for so long in Little Wittenham. I am grateful to 

Paul for stepping in.  

 

My Dad (Phil Edwards, no relative of the founder Marjorie Edwards) was a 

printer, so it felt right to take it on. Many of us will remember when Wittenham 

Ways was produced on a Gestetner duplicating machine!  I would like to pay 

tribute to the late Marjorie Edwards, and her GFS colleagues, June Woodage, 

Sylvia Harrison and the late Jan Lester and many others for compiling Witten-

ham Ways since 1967. I believe one person in the village has a copy of every 

issue. The magazine has come a long way. I hope you have enjoyed both reading 

it and watching its development. I was able to achieve my aim to distribute it 

free of charge to every household. This ambition was realised with the generous 

support of PMS Oxford, the Parish Council and numerous advertisers.  The fi-

nances are in a healthy state and I will be discussing with Pete and Andrew Wil-

son of PMS Oxford how they wish the remaining funds to be handled.  

 

To everyone who has contributed to the magazine, please accept my sincere 

thanks and appreciation. It goes without saying, without you there would not 

have been a magazine. It has been both flattering and frustrating to see innova-

tions copied to the point where there is little to distinguish village publications 

but that is inevitable with modern technology. I do hope Wittenham Ways can 

continue even if it’s only via the superfast internet we’ll have very soon.  

 

   Very best wishes      

          Anne  Byard 
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 Dear Parishioners,   

 

As I write, many though perhaps not all 

of you, will have heard that I am retiring 

as your Vicar in November. The last nine 

years (yes it will have been nine years) 

have seen many changes in my life and in 

the life of the villages that I serve. It 

seems that the only constant in life is 

change! Yet for many of us it is the last thing that we want, change! 

 

Whatever service or care I may have been able to give to some of you, 

being here has been a great blessing to me. So many times as I have tak-

en funeral services, weddings or baptisms in the parish, my only possi-

ble, proper response has been to say 'it has been an honour'. An hon-
our to share in your joys and in your sorrows, the events in life that 

shape us, or that have us looking back to those times, places or people 

who have shaped us. Events that cause us to take stock and to look for-

ward to how we might face the future. 

 

There will of course be more such occasions before I go and my final 

Sunday will be Remembrance Sunday with my final service, a wedding in 

Culham the following Saturday. I have always thought that it is not good 

for a Vicar to grow old in post, but it is very good for all of us to keep 

active in retirement! So I hope to be able to help in the church in Eding-

ton, Wiltshire, where I will be moving to. I was inspired by my enjoy-

ment in living in a village community to choose a village for my retire-

ment home. It is also within reach of London by train from Westbury 

and is in reach of Heathrow! 

 

Having so may relatives and friends abroad I hope to be handy for peo-

ple to visit me, both from abroad and from nearer home. Serendipitous-

ly and to my great joy, my daughter Kate is going to be married next 

April in New Zealand, so I have a good long retirement trip planned, 

visiting family and friends and taking in the wedding.  

 
 



5 

 

Yes being your vicar has changed me! I am much more comfortable 

around dogs, This townie now wants to live in a village, the words of the 

Book of Common Prayer service have become more dear. I leave single 

rather than married, so with a few more scars. I was already formed by 

my childhood, marriage and motherhood, but the greatest change remains 

that day, when aged 38 I understood what Jesus has done for me and I 

accepted the challenge of living as a Christian. I will endeavour to contin-

ue in that Way. Meanwhile there is work still to do, life to be lived here, 

but as I leave you, I want to say thank you for your friendship, your trust 

and for your care.  

 

With every blessing Anne  

 

 

 
FROM THE REGISTERS:   

Baptisms: 

12th April Cemlyn Neil and Martin Feather 

17th May Harry Thomas Law 

12th July Freddie Anthony Arscott 

 

Marriages: 

4th July Peter Rhead and Sarah Dillon 

8th August Julie Francis and Richard Sinclair 

 

Funerals: 

19th March Reginald Smith 

11th June Kenneth John Winter 

  

Good Neighbour Group  

Join us on the first Thursday of the month 

Long Wittenham Village Hall  

from 2.30—4pm 
For more information contact Janet Haylett 407382 or Steve 

Brown 407589 
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     Village Round Up  

 

MOBILE LIBRARY: The library now visits 

Saxons Heath on alternate Thursdays be-
tween 10am and 10.20am, see Events Diary 

page 17. A full calendar is available on the vil-

lage website  Happy reading!   
 

FLOWERS ARRANGERS,  ST MARY’S CHURCH,  

LONG WITTENHAM 

We are very short of people to help with the weekly arrangement of 

flowers in Church. If you are at all interested please get in touch with 

June Woodage (407900). You don’t have to be an expert. If you would 

like to help, say two weeks in the year, help could be available to get 
you started. We all do our won thing. You can arrange flowers as you 

like to see them OR you maybe an expert already without realising I 

await your call .  
 

WITTENHAM LUNCH CLUB 

We have been running for 17 years now—membership growing month-

ly in ones and twos. To become a member ring June Woodage 

(407900). There is a joining fee of £1 and you pay £3 per meal thereaf-

ter. PLEASE NOTE: It is necessary that you ring and let us know if you 

are NOT coming on a particular date. We try to be a very welcoming 

group so if you are new to the village or recently retired, please do 

come along.  

 

DOCTORS SURGERY RUN: The following people kindly offer their  

services to take you to/from Clifton Hampden surgery.  

 

Mrs Sawers (French’s)  407515  

Mrs McCreight (The Old Farmhouse) 407958 

Mr Bishop (21 Westfield Road) 407227  

Lynn Parker (Little Wittenham)  07799 882062 
 

Users pay a small fee to the driver.   
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Village Round Up           

 

PARISH ASSEMBLY  

More than 50 people attended the annual Parish Assembly in the village 
hall in June. There were presentations from the new Chairman of the 

Parish Council Steve Brown and Dr Peter Rose, who’s leading the coun-

cil’s Neighbourhood Plan project.  

 

County councillor Lynda Atkins urged villagers to use the recently im-

proved bus service “or risk losing it”, and spoke of her continued oppo-

sition to proposals for a sand and gravel quarry near Clifton Hampden. 

She supported a proposed new link road from Didcot to the main Ab-

ingdon Road (A415) but said that so far no funds had been allocated. 

 

Ms Atkins added: “The bad news is that the outlook for the county’s 

budget is getting worse. Cuts are being made and difficult decisions tak-

en. For instance grass cutting is being reduced to twice a year. The sav-

ings could help fund two social workers.” 

 

Activities at the Primary School were outlined by head teacher Carol 

Dunne and three children from the school council.  

 

Dr Gabriel Hemery, Chief Executive of the Sylva Foundation which has 

developed the Wood Centre in old farm buildings at the former College 

Farm spoke, of the charity’s plans for developing the site for businesses, 

some of which had already been established. He said they hoped to de-

velop a wood yard and accommodation for office staff. 

 

The president of Long Wittenham Athletic Football Club Bill Symonds 

spoke of the need to recruit more helpers to run the club. He said like 

many small clubs it was becoming increasingly more difficult each year 

and they were unable to run a youth side. 

 

Mr Symonds paid tribute to a former club member Kenny Winters who 
has died aged 83. He said: “Kenny was a stalwart who played for the club 

for many years into his 50s. He was a stalwart and devoted himself to 

the club. There are not may like him today.”   continued….8/ 
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Mr Symonds said although it was a football club the name was Long Wit-

tenham Athletic Club and other sports could be accommodated at Bod-

kin’s Field. 

 

Janet Haylett from the HISTORY and SUSTAINABILITY Groups 

said in conjunction with the village WI they were compiling a Scrapbook 

of village life, similar to the books created in 1985 and 1965. Mrs Haylett 

said work had been completed on improving The Pound - a small parcel 

of land off the High Street – with planting and a heritage map of the vil-

lage. 

 

The Assembly also heard reports from Jane May of the WOMEN’S INSTI-

TUTE, the vicar Anne Ilsley representing the PAROCHIAL CHURCH 

COUNCIL, Steve Brown of the GOOD NEIGHBOURS group and Claire 

Beveridge representing the village PRE-SCHOOL. 
 

FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S CHURCH 

A toilet and kitchenette at St. Mary’s church Long Wittenham could be in 

place by next summer, says the church support group Friends of St Mary. 

The improvement project is expected to cost more than £60,000. The 

Friends will contribute most of the money and it’s proposed to apply for 

grants from appropriate funders. Special local fund raising events will also 

be held. 

 

But first the plans have to win Church Diocesan approval and then plan-

ning permission from South Oxfordshire District Council. The Friends 

hope to be in a position to lodge a planning application with the council 

this autumn and if all goes to plan then work could start next spring. 

 

Plans are on display in the church. The new toilet will be in an extension 

outside the North door. The kitchenette will be a purpose built piece of 

furniture with a top that can be opened up to reveal a sink and electric 

supply. The new facilities will enable the church to be more attractive for 

worship, weddings, baptisms and funerals as well as other events.  
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The chairman of The Friends of the Church Jeremy Croxson said: “We 

hope to have the new facilities in place by next summer but much will de-
pend on attracting grant aid from outside sources. These new facilities will 

be a big boost for the church as it will attract more people to worship and 

other church events. 

 “The objective of the Friends of St Mary is to provide extra support to the 

12th century church and to the Parochial Church Council. We want to help 

make the church a more central part of village life.”  

If you would like to make a financial contribution towards the improvement 

project or find out more about the work of the Friends of St Mary’s Church 

then you can contact the chairman, Jeremy Croxson on 01865 407806 or 

secretary Ruth McCreight on 01865 407958. 
 

BUS SERVICE UNDER THREAT: Long Wittenham’s  bus service 97 is under 

threat as the county council wrestles with government imposed spending cuts – 

but there are glimmers of hope. Although bus service subsidies are to be cut next 

year the county council says that, where possible, it will protect bus services for 

older and disabled passengers. And the council wants to prioritise off-peak ser-

vices. These services such as the 97 have lower running costs as there are more 

“spare” buses and drivers available which makes them cheaper to subsidise. The 

council says: “Our first priority is to protect services that are valued by passengers 

such and older and disabled people who may have no alternatives, particularly 

those who lives in rural communities.” 

 

Local authorities throughout the country are facing their biggest funding squeeze 

as annual grants are cut – 12 per-cent next year and a further 11 per-cent in 2017 

to meet the government’s target to cut £30 billion within two years. In 2010 Ox-

fordshire received £120m from the government to fund all services the council 

provides. It was down to £62m this year and by 2022 the grant is expected to be 

zero. Since 2010 the council has saved £204m and further £88m savings are 

planned by 2018. Bus service subsidies are under review as the council seeks to 

reduce spending. A series of public consultation  meetings  have been held includ-

ing one in Didcot to explain the council’s position and to hear the views of local 

communities likely to be affected if bus services are reduced or eliminated. 

 

The council’s Cabinet will consider reports and feed-backs from the consultation 

meetings before making  a decision later this year on the future spending plans for  
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Village Round Up 
buses and all county council services for the next financial year. The council says 

it has already found big efficiency savings but they are not enough – more sav-

ings will have to come by reducing bus subsidies and the Dial-A-Ride service 

budget. The council is seeking to make extra savings of at least £2.3m. in bus 

subsidies. The council is looking at two options. 

 

1.Withdraw all bus services subsidies starting April next year. That would affect 

100 services or 9 per-cent of the network, saving £3.7m. 

2. Reduces subsidies by £2.3m. This proposal would affect only a proportion of 

the 100 services across the county. Changes to services would vary – in some 

cases only one or two stops would be removed but in other cases a bigger im-

pact would be felt.  

The council says  its  preferred Option 2 would provide a safety net. It 

adds: “The council’s first duty is to protect our most vulnerable public 

transport users. This is part of our overall commitment to provide a safe-

ty net of support and resources for our most vulnerable residents.” 

*The consultation period ends on September 14.To read the consultation 

document and supporting information and to complete the feedback 

form go to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/stconsultation  

 All documents are available also at county council libraries. The county 

council helpline is 01865 883488.  

WITTENHAM WI 

 

The centenary celebrations of the WI must have made this one of the 

busiest spring/summers for local and national members. Recent TV pro-

grammes such as ‘Home Fires’ and Lucy Worsley’s fascinating WI docu-

mentary have highlighted the significant role in history the organisation 

has played, along with past campaigns such as Litter awareness, and fair 

prices for British dairy farmers.  

 

On a local note we began in April with the ‘special baton event’ at the 

Diamond Centre Harwell.  Many of the local groups gathered to see the 

baton  pass through, as well as viewing the ‘Designs for Life’ panels creat-

ed by Oxfordshire WI groups a few years ago.  

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/stconsultation
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Village Round Up  
 Some village ladies also joined the wider county celebrations with a boat 

trip to Oxford amongst other delights. The pinnacle of the centenary year 

had to be when Janet Haylett  represented Wittenham  at the special  
Buckingham Palace garden party along with around 8,000 ladies. Locally 

we made our own special mark of the 100 years on August 11th at the 

President’s coffee morning in aid of the Associated Country Women of 

the World at Sandalwood.  

 

Outside of the normal monthly Tuesday meetings in the village hall we 

have attempted to play croquet, had hot pot suppers, been to the theatre 

to see ‘A Curious Incident of a Dog in the Nighttime’ and a group went to 

Ladies Day at Ascot. (see separate piece)and throughout this year a 

commemorative scrapbook of the Village is being compiled and will make 

interesting comparisons to those of earlier years. 

 

Around these external events variety has been the key in our usual 

programme.  I always come away having learnt something new, from the 

story behind the creation of the Changi quilts, to the history and arts of 

making tea, and recently we had a ‘virtual guided walk’ along the Ridgeway 

discovering not only the history, variety of flora as well as the amazingly 

beautiful landscape that surrounds such an ancient pathway. 

 

It will be a busy programme until Christmas as well. On September 8th we 

will hear about ‘Owls’ , in October its ‘Digital Photography’ and then our 

special evening on 10th November when Christine Wallace (of Bake Off 

fame ) returns to give a Christmas Cookery demonstration. Visitors will 

be very welcome to this as always. Then in December we will work off 

the calories in preparation for the parties, with ‘Circle Dancing’.  

 

The craft group meets regularly the first Thursday in the month and as last 

year’s Autumn Patchwork and Quilting day was so popular we are 

planning another similar day this year. Look out for further information 

when the date has been confirmed. So ladies, whatever your age you are 
welcome to come and join us on the second Tuesday evening of each 

month and see what keeps Wittenham Interested!  
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CLIFTON HAMPDEN SURGERY 

PATIENT GROUP REPORT  
SUMMER 2015 

The overall response to a patient ques-

tionnaire sent out last Autumn was ex-

tremely positive with well over 80% of 

respondents rating their experience of 

the surgery and their GP as good .  

 

Following some generous local donations, a defibrillator is available for 

emergency use at the entrance to the Surgery as well as a 24 hour heart 

monitor to pick up infrequent but potentially serious arrhythmias. Addi-

tional meningitis vaccinations are being made available for children and 

infants; patients with raised blood sugar levels are being invited for fur-

ther diabetes tests; 20% of patients per year in the 40-74 age range are 

being offered general health checks.  

 

The Group needs more participation from patients and those that are 

interested are welcome to attend meetings and register for information 

emails including the full bi-annual newsletter at the Surgery, or by con-

tacting Roger Mitchell (Group Secretary) at rogermmit@aol.com . The 

next meeting will be held at the Surgery at 7.30pm on Wednesday 9th 

September 2015. 

 

 

News from Bodkins 
Last season ended with both teams finishing in respectable league posi-

tions but with no silverware. It also saw a couple of long standing club 

stalwarts deciding that it was to time to reduce their commitment to 

the club. Bill Symonds has decided that now is the time to give up his 

roles as football secretary, reserve team assistant referee and pitch 

marker he will however continue as President and village liaison. We 

also saw Phil Lynch step down as first team manager after eleven years, 

the early years were quite challenging but success came later on. Our 

thanks go to both of them.  

mailto:rogermmit@aol.com
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This left us with an unusual situation as in the past there was always 

someone within the club who was willing and able to take on these 

roles. However this time we have had to look outside the club and have 

been fortunate to get the services of John Hurley as first team manager 

and Chris Salmon as football secretary. They both have wide experi-

ence of North Berks football and we wish them well for the new sea-

son.  

 

We are also lucky the lure of football on Saturday afternoon persuaded 

Jimmy Nichol to join the club as a committee member after retiring 
from refereeing at the end of last season.  

We are however in need of a treasurer. Is there anybody out there 

with some financial experience a few hours to spare and would like to 

become part of the local football club? If so we would love to hear from 

you.  

 

The new season starts at the beginning of September and the close sea-

son seems to get shorter with pre- season training already starting un-

der the watchful eye of new first team manager John Hurley and re-

serve team manager Eddie Ireson. Old and new players are welcome to 

join us every Tuesday at Bodkins starting at 7.30p.m. Friendly matches 

are already being played to ensure everyone is sharp for the start of at 

the beginning of September.  

 

Please contact Derek Meadham or Bill     

Symonds on 01865 407882 or 01865 407202 

if you have any enquiries about the         

football club. 
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WITTENHAM LADIES DO ‘LADIES DAY AT ASCOT’  

 
It seemed a long time ago that I had signed up to the Ladies Day at Ascot. As a 

new member of the WI I thought  ‘Well why not?’ and I certainly did not re-

gret it, I know that we all had an amazing day. Dinah Perkins masterminded the 

outing, and we all benefited from her forethought, research and planning.  

Eight Wittenham ladies (and one from North Moreton who filled a last minute 

space) sallied forth in bright and colourful dresses and equally splendid fascina-

tors and hats. With picnics packed, most 

eventualities prepared for, even  the weath-

er cooperated with bright sunshine and it 

proved to be a glorious day. Some chose to 

travel by car and others took the train but 

we managed to arrive at the Silver Ring at 

just the right time to ‘bag’ a table close to 

the course and the Tote!  

 

Our race day began with sparkling wine cel-

ebrating the arrival of our own ‘pearly 

queen’ Angela Humphris. She knew there 

would be a fair amount of walking so sensi-

bly used her walking trolley which also dou-

bled up as a carrier of the bags. Her crea-

tive decoration of this chariot with silk 

flowers to match her outfit attracted much 

attention, and she was filmed by a crew 

who reported she would be seen on Abu 

Dhabi television!  We dined like princes (or 

princesses?) from quails’ eggs to coronation chicken and of course topped off 

with traditional strawberries and cream. However we were very thankful to 

have bought our own picnics as a minimalist seafood platter was rumoured to 

be extortionately priced. The atmosphere was fantastic, most of the crowds in 

good humour, with plenty having bets on the colour of the Queen’s hat today. 

It was fantastic to see the crimson livery of the outriders  advancing down the 

straight mile towards us but the carriages had  thundered by so fast it was hard 

to work out who we had actually seen.   

The wine continued to gently flow as we debated which horses we would back 

for each race.  



15 

 

Village Round Up           

We found some winners but quite a few losers, however by the end of the 

day’s six races we were not significantly out of pocket! It really was a great 

day. One to be remembered with a very happy smile and fond memories of 

sunshine and friendship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

We are experiencing a higher than normal run of shed and 

garage breaks.  Could we please ask that you take measures to 

secure your property.  Measures you can take are using anti 

bolt cropper padlocks, marking your property with CRE mark-

ing or Smartwater, chaining items to a secure anchor point 

along with purchasing a shed alarm (available online for approx 

£10.00).      

 
We also have had a motor vehicle stolen overnight so would ask that you en-

sure your vehicles are secure and take measures to protect them such as tak-

ing your car keys upstairs to be with you. 

 

Elderly persons are also being targeted for distraction type purse/wallet 

snatches in the Oxfordshire area.  The offenders are watching them input 

their pin numbers in shops and then distracting them by asking for directions 

or tapping them on the shoulder and then steal their wallet/purse.  They then 

take the card and replace it with a fake card.  Please be aware of these offenc-

es and ensure no one is watching you input your pin number. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us via the 101 number if we can assist you 

with crime prevention advice. PCSO Jen Cox 6596 and PCSO Sue Harris 9825 
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Long Wittenham Village Hall Committee 
For all booking enquiries, call Jill Mellor (407686). 
 
Over the years the committee has worked 
hard maintaining and improving the hall, to 
make it more comfortable and attractive to 
visit or hire for your own special occasion. 
The 200 Club prize draw supports that work: all funds go to-
wards prizes and the maintenance of the hall. There is a cash 
prize for every week of the year: 48 x £10, 2 x £50 and 2 x 
£100. 
 
Subscription is £12 for a full year April – March, pro-rata for 
the remaining months. If you would like to join the 200 Club, 
drop a note of your name and address to Ian Penberth at 12, 
Fieldside, or at lwvh200@devryn.co.uk. Thank you for your 
support.  
 
£10 winners for August: 174 Mrs. Hadland, 45 G. Salter, 147 T. Bannister,  

182 D. Garth 
 
 
Long Wittenham Twinning - visit from Thaon 

“The French port has gone on strike!” - when the phone rang it was the message that 
none of us expected or wanted to receive. 

The Long Wittenham Twinning committee had been 
busy planning for the visit of our French friends for 
several months, with 21 French visitors of all ages 
expected to visit Long Wittenham for a weekend of 
activities in May.  So a reduced visit of seven people 
was hastily planned - mainly retired people with the 
time to find other routes to Long Witten-
ham.  Sometimes the best laid plans...The seven of them arrived on the Thursday 
afternoon in good spirits to be greeted with coffee at The Plough and to meet their 
hosts.  After a quick bag drop and freshen up they enjoyed supper with their fami-
lies, with some joining up in groups.  On the Friday morning they were invited to 
join the hosts on a trip to Dorchester by boat.  A leisurely trip down the Thames 
allowed the English and French to enjoy a glass of bubbly and take in the river 
beauty and wildlife. 
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After tying up near Days Lock and a short walk to Dorchester, the French enjoyed a 
pub lunch, a visit to Dorchester Abbey and the Old 
School Rooms - an intriguing trip through time showing 
how people have lived around here through the ages. 

Friday evening involved introducing the French to 
‘Aunt Sally’ at The Plough - which they took to surpris-
ingly quickly and even showed up a few of the locals! 
On Saturday the party headed to Oxford for the day. 

After a trip on the 'Park & Ride' bus, we enjoyed a wan-
der through the Covered Market, past some the colleg-
es, to the Bodleian courtyard, then on to 
the  Sheldonian, and Blackwells. It was Graduation day 
for some students, so our French guests were able to see 
them coming out from the ceremony in all there fin-
ery!  After lunch at the Old Fire Station, we made our 
way back by way of Christ Church Meadow.  

In the evening a larger group of English and French 
families met in the village hall for an evening of food, 
drink and merriment.  Some light-hearted dressing up 
produced some interesting photos (see below) and some 
noisy parlour 

games had everyone on their feet joining in. 

At Sunday lunchtime our French guests head-
ed off in various directions - all grateful for 
the experience of international friendship and 
the chance to keep the twinning link alive.   

Before they departed, the French offered a 
warm invitation to all in Long Wittenham to 
visit Thaon in the Spring of 2016.  If you would like to join the next visit, or find 

out more about twinning, contact Sue Tucker 
at suejtucker@btinternet.com or Mark Pritchard 
at mp@gallio.com, we would love to have you 
joining the fun! 

mailto:suejtucker@btinternet.com
mailto:mp@gallio.com
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Village Autumn Litter Pick 
 

The Autumn Litter Pick has been organised for Saturday morning of 3rd Octo-

ber. As always we are looking for as many volunteers as possible  

 

We do hope that those of you who have been involved with previous picks 

will be happy to help again, but we will also be very pleased to see new faces. 

We will be starting from the village hall at 10.00am. Jackets for all sizes, pick-

ers and sacks will be provided.  Gloves and wheelbarrows will be very useful if 

you can bring them. If you have a particular area of the village you would like 

to concentrate your picking efforts on please let me know beforehand and 

that will be arranged.  If you are not able to come but do know where tidying, 

in unseen areas within the village, is particularly necessary, please let me know 

and I will ensure the/those area(s) receive attention.  Otherwise we look for-

ward to seeing many of you at the village hall on the morning of the 3rd.. 

 

Refreshments will be available in the hall during the morning. 
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Janet Haylett and former Chairman of 

the Parish Council Tom Bowtell at the 

unveiling of the information board, 

made by Harold Drew, at The Village 

Pound.  

 
 

 

 

 

September  
3rd & 17th Mobile Library visit 

6th Earth Trust Fancy Dress & 10K  

8th WI Meeting Village Hall 7.30pm ‘Owls’ 

10th Parish Council meeting 

 

October 
1st , 15th & 29th Mobile Library Visit 

2nd Pre-School Quiz 8pm 
3rd 10am Autumn Litter Pick  

13th WI Meeting ‘Digital Photography’ 

15th Parish Council meeting 

17th Pre-School Nearly New Sale  

 

November  
10th WI Meeting Christmas Cookery with 

Christine Wallace Great British Bake Off 

12th & 26th Mobile Library visit  

15th Parish Council meeting 

 

December  
8th WI Meeting Circle Dancing  

10th Parish Council meeting  

10th & 24th Mobile Library visit 
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Long Wittenham Parish Council  

 

 

 

 

 

 
From L to R: Clifford Bosley, Gordon Rogers, Simon Thompson,  

Annie Eccles, Peter Rose, Steve Brown, Rhonda Hinson  

 
CHAIRMAN SEEKS NEW COUNCILLORS 

The new chairman of Long Wittenham Parish Council has urged more villagers 

to step forward and help play a role in shaping the future of the community. 

Steve Brown, a retired civil engineer, has taken over the leadership of the 

council from Tom Bowtell who has left the council after five years because of 

work and family commitments.  

 

Mr Brown said: “We have two vacancies on the council that we want to see 

filled. We would like to see people who are interested in playing a role to help 

shape the future of the village. There are many interesting and important is-

sues in which the council is involved such as the new Neighbourhood Plan, 

future housing needs, a new village hub, the future of the bus service and the 

impact Didcot expansion will have on the village.  

 

“I would like to see the council represented from people living in the Saxons 

Heath and Westfield areas of the village because at the moment our council-

lors are from the High Street and Fieldside areas. The council has five mem-

bers, two short of its maximum.” 

Mr Brown said anyone interested in helping the council should get in touch 

with him or visit the next parish council meeting on September 24 (7.30pm). 

He said it was possible to volunteer and help without becoming a council 

member. The parish council also has a new clerk, Rhonda Hinson from Did-

cot. She takes over from Dee Small who plans to move from Long Wittenham 

later this year.  
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Long Wittenham Parish Council  
The new line up is: Chairman: Steve Brown, The Shambles, High Street.OX14 

4QQ. Tel: 01865 407589.  Vice-chairman: Simon Thompson. Barn Close, High 

Street, Long Wittenham OX14 4QJ. Tel: 01865 407942.  Peter Rose.  Abacus, 

Fieldside, Long Wittenham OX14 4QP.Tel: 01865 407603. Gordon Rogers. 

Bradgate, High Street, Long Wittenham. OX14 4QD.Tel:01865 407234. Annie 

Eccles. Grapevine Cottage, High Street, Long Wittenham. Tel: 01865 407436.  

Clerk: Rhonda Hinson. 5, Churchill Road, Didcot. OX11 7BU. Tel: 

07949888575. Finance Officer: Clifford Bosley. Sinodun Cottage, High Street 

Long Wittenham OX14 4QJ Tel: 01865 407482. 

email address: clerk@longwittenham.com 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR RESIGNS 

Long Wittenham’s councillor on South Oxfordshire District Council 

has resigned three months after his election. Conservative Jon Woodley

-Shead was elected on May 7 to represent Sandford and the Witten-

hams. He secured a convincing 585-vote majority over his nearest rival, 

Liberal Democrat Simon Thompson who’s the vice-chairman of Long 

Wittenham Parish Council. Mr Woodley-Shead said he decided to re-

sign for “personal reasons.” He said he could not devote sufficient time 

to the role as a district councillor following a change of circumstances 

at work and it would not be fair on his constituents. He continues to be 

a member of Culham Parish Council. A written notice has to be sent to 

the returning officer of SODC David Buckle by two voters for a by-
election to be held. The election will take place no more than 35 work-

ing days after this is received.  

 
VILLAGE PLAN MOVES AHEAD 

Plans for the future development of Long Wittenham are moving ahead. Re-

sults of a village survey were assessed by the Oxfordshire Rural Community 

Council and are back with the parish council. Members of the council’s Neigh-

bourhood Plan (NP) Steering Group are due to meet in September. 

 

Once the outcome is assessed the council will be able to draft the Plan which 

will then go to a village referendum. It will need at least 50 per cent of those 

voting to support the NP before SODC can adopt it. The NP will give the vil-

lage more control over future development.  
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Long Wittenham Parish Council  
One of the main features of the NP is the creation of a Village Hub – a new 

school, village hall, café and shop, financed in part by selling the school and 

village hall sites. Consultants estimate that 30 to 40 new homes would need to 

be built compared to the original plan to finance the project. 

 

Dr Rose said: “If villagers approve our plans then we would seek outside 

grants to contribute to Hub funding which could reduce the number of houses 

we need to build. The proposed new homes would be a mixture of market 

housing and more affordable homes and some of these would be available to 

current residents.” 

 

HELICOPTER AND AIRCRAFT NOISE 

There should be fewer helicopter flights over the village from this autumn 

when the RAF replaces its squadron of 24 Merlin and Puma aircraft based at 

Benson with six of the larger twin-rota Chinooks. Concerned about noise nui-

sance the parish council is to monitor flights and will liaise with Benson. 

 

For years villagers have complained about helicopter flights day and night and 

now there’s growing concern from towns and communities over a wider area 

about an escalation of light training aircraft circling the skies. 

 

At the annual Parish Assembly Squadron Leader Phil Williams said when the 

six Chinooks came into service in the autumn there would be fewer flights 

over the village as the aircraft headed for training beyond Wantage and on to 

Salisbury Plain. 

 

Answering questions about noise he said there was a lot of aircraft activity 

over the whole area. Apart from RAF Benson there were airfields at Oxford 

(Kidlington) and Wycombe and a number of grass airfields in the area at which 

small, fixed-wing aircraft were based. 

 

Sq.Ldr Williams said RAF Benson tried to 

foster a strong relationship with neigh-

bouring communities and was conscious 

that aircraft activities concerned some resi-

dents. He said that anyone with questions 

or complaints could contact the station. 

The telephone number is: 01491 837766 

extension 5218. 



24 

 

Long Wittenham Parish Council  
BETTER BUS STOP 

Oxfordshire County Council is to improve the bus stop in Didcot Road follow-

ing complaints from the parish council and travelling public. An area of hard 

standing and a section of dropped kerb were due to have been installed by the 

end of August or early September. 

 

Parish councillor Annie Eccles welcomed the improvements but said she want-

ed Thames Travel to create a new bus stop on Saxons Heath to replace the 

existing stop in Didcot Road. She said it was un-safe particularly for elderly 

people who were forced to cross the road for Didcot-bound buses.  The bus 

company says it’s unable to relocate the bus stop because due to increased 

traffic congestion on the roads it has been necessary to introduce extra run-

ning time into the 97 service. 

 

Company spokesman Edmund Tresham said: “I am afraid that with these longer 

running times it would not be possible to add any extra time into the service to 

divert to serve a new stop at Saxons Heath as this would result in the bus not 

having sufficient time to get back to make its next journey.”  
 

SODC GETS TOUGH WITH RIVERSIDE RESIDENT 

The man who has built unauthorised riverside accommodation and a mooring 

site on the Thames adjacent to Ward’s Field has been ordered to quit and re-

move the structures and his boat. 

 

For several years Simon Courtney-Worthy has been developing the site but 

now South Oxfordshire District Council has stepped in and issued him with 

two enforcement notices.  

 

The first notice requires him to remove the deck and shed from the land which 

he does not own. The second orders Mr Courtney-Worthy to cease using the 

land for mooring his boat for residential purposes. It goes on to instruct him to 

stop using the land for residential purposes and for storage, garden and recrea-

tional purposes. In addition the council wants Mr Courtney-Worthy to remove 

the boat. The notices will take effect from September 11 unless an appeal is 

lodged with the Planning Inspectorate. If he appeals the notices will be suspend-

ed pending the outcome of the appeal. Once the enforcement notices come 

into effect then they must be complied with within six months. 
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Long Wittenham Parish Council 
TRAFFIC SPEEDS IN NORTHFIELD LANE 

There’s growing concern from residents in the Northfield Lane area about 

traffic speeds along Northfield Lane especially near the triangle area separat-

ing the lane from the road to Little Wittenham. The council is to ask the 

county council about the possibility of installing some form of traffic calming 

measures or warning signs. 

 

Since the road surface in the lane was improved three years ago residents 

say that traffic speeds have increased, posing a risk to pedestrians and cy-

clists. Northfield Lane is an important route for heavy farm vehicles and lor-

ries travelling to and from Northfield Farm. The issue is to be raised with the 

Emmett brothers who own the farm. 
 

CHALLIS FARM DEVELOPMENT FEARS 

There are concerns over plans to demolish a barn and build a detached 

house and garage on land at Challis Farm at the corner of High Street and 

Didcot Road.. 

 

The council says the proposed two-storey development is very close to the 

existing Challis Farm house - a Grade 2 listed building - and would have a 

serious impact on the setting of the old building. 

 

Councillors say adjacent buildings along Fieldside are one-and-a-half storey 

properties using the attic space. The proposed development is a full two-

storey design which would have an impact on the conservation area and on 

the setting of the old, listed farm house. 

 

A council report adds: “The proposed dwelling is much larger than the exist-

ing barn that is to be removed. The access to the detached garage from 

Fieldside is a public right of way and needs to be protected.  We have con-

cerns too about road safety as Fieldside leads on to Didcot Road where 

there is a blind bend. Visibility to the right is poor would have an impact on 

traffic safety.” 

 

The planning authority – South Oxfordshire District Council – will consider 

the parish council’s concerns before deciding on whether or not to approve 

the building proposals.  
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Long Wittenham Parish Council  
MORE CASH FOR CHURCHYARD 

The council has agreed to give more support to the village church of St 

Mary. The church maintains the churchyard twice a year but it’s becoming 

too difficult and expensive to keep on top of maintenance as the grass gets 

too long to cut. The council’s existing agreement supports the church with 

an annual grant of £1,000 over five years but this has been increased to 

£1,200 a year. 

 

REFURBISHED NOTICE BOARD 

Parish council chairman Steve Brown and his son Jim have refurbished the 

old notice board that was attached to the wall of the former post office 

and shop. It was donated to the village by the Women’s Institute to mark 

the Queen’s Golden Jubilee. 

 

Now the council wants to hear suggestions on where to site the new-look 

notice board. A favourite site to emerge is on land next to the newly re-

stored footpath at the bottom of Fieldside leading to Saxons Heath. Resi-

dents living near the proposed site are to be consulted. 
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HIGH SPEED BROADBAND 
 

High speed broadband is on its way to 

Long Wittenham. Gigaclear will start 

installing a new high speed fibre-optic 

broadband network sometime in Sep-

tember.  

 

The entire network will be under-

ground. The only items visible once 

work is completed will be small green 

cabinets installed central to the network, and the lids of the underground 

connection points at the boundary of every property.  

 

Gigaclear says it will install an underground fibre connection point at every 

property it passes and not just those that sign up as customers. This is be-

cause it will perform the digging work once only, and does not want to re-

turn and dig again in the future.  

 

There will be a number of trenches dug along some pavements, verges and 

roads, together with a number of road crossings. The contractors perform 

this job for other utilities and are familiar with this type of work and how 

to avoid other services such as water and gas.  

 

The fibres installed are designed to be in the ground for 50 years. The con-

nection point itself looks exactly the same as a water meter/stop-cock pot. 

There is no cost to have the connection point installed, so those that have 

not signed up for the service will have one installed at the boundary of their 

property at no cost. 

 

Just before installation starts customers will see a blue paint spot appear 

outside their property. This is the marker for the location of the Gigaclear 

connection point so that contractors know where to install. 

 

Once the other works are complete the grounds will be reinstated to the 

Highways Agency standards. 

 

*More information available from Gigaclear on 01865 591131 or in-

fo@gigaclear.com  
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AUTUMN/WINTER IN THE GARDEN – WITH GARDENJEN 
 

SEPTEMBER 
September is a good time to plant out and divide herbaceous peren-

nials as the soil is still warm and moisture levels are increasing.  Any 

plants planted out now should be well established by next summer – 

giving a good display of colour.  

 

Plant daffodil and spring flowering bulbs – they will give you a won-

derful display next year.  Tete-a-tete have a very reliable short 

stemmed flower which increase over the years. Wait for the first 

frosts before lifting dahlias and cannas. Pot up tender fuchsias and 

keep in a frost free place. 

Give evergreen hedges a final trim to keep them looking good over 

the winter months. Make sure to give any vulnerable plants some 

protection from the cold, by fleecing or bringing in to a greenhouse.  

Give lawns an autumn feed.   

 

OCTOBER 

Reduce the height of roses by 1/3rd to stop any wind-rock occurring.  

Leaving the main pruning for March.  Order up bare rooted roses. 

Cut back any dead foliage from perennials. Ornamental grasses and 

bamboos can be  cut back now. Plant out spring bedding plants. 

 

NOVEMBER 

Plant out tulips this month – plant them deeply to avoid them being 

eaten by mice. This also helps to prevent the fire blight disease which 

tulips are prone to. Apply grease bends to apple trees to protect 

them from winter coddling moths. It’s time to think about insulating 

the greenhouse with bubble wrap after giving it a thorough clean. 

Rake fallen leaves off of lawns to keep the grass from turning yellow.  

It is also a good time to aerate the lawn to stop compaction.  This 

will help with water drainage over the winter. 
The flower heads should be left on hydrangeas until spring.  This will 

protect the buds from frost damage. Make sure to insulate any taps 

and pack away hosepipes.  
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DECEMBER 

Pinch out the tips of autumn sown sweet peas to 

promote bushier growth. Clear fallen leaves from 

borders before any bulbs start to show through. 

Keep deadheading winter pansies to promote 

more flowers. 

 

Winter prune grape vines and ornamental vines as 

this is they are most dormant. December is a 

good time to be looking through any plant and 

seed catalogues making lists and ordering for your 

planting plan for next year’s gardening.    

 

 

 

 

LONG WITTENHAM PRE-SCHOOL  

 

Fancy testing your knowledge skills?! Come along to 

our Quiz Night on Friday 2nd October at 8pm (quiz 

starts at 8.30pm). Teams of 4-6, entry £2 per person. 

There will be a licensed bar, and a bottle of bubbly 

for the winning team.  

 

Please contact info@longwittenhampreschool.co.uk 

for an entry form or just turn up on the night   

Village Hall, Long Wittenham,  Abingdon, OX14 

4QH.  All proceeds will go to Long Wittenham Pre-

School                             

(Registered Charity 1158950) 
 

mailto:info@longwittenhampreschool.co.uk
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Cookery Corner 
with Sarah Wells of Cordon Bleu Cooking 

 
This delicious pudding combines two classics, crumble  

and cheesecake. Any combination of blackberries,  

raspberries, blackcurrants, redcurrants & strawberries will be perfect. 

Berry Crumble Cheesecake 

150g digestive biscuits 

50g butter, melted 

450g full-fat curd cheese 

2 eggs, beaten 

1 lemon, zest only 

175g caster sugar 

300g assorted currants and berries, stalks removed 

For the topping 

100g plain flour 

75g butter 

50g caster sugar 

 

1. Crush the biscuits, mix with the melted butter and tip into a 20-22cm 

loose-bottomed tin. Press down to form a base and chill.  

2. Beat the curd cheese, eggs, lemon zest and half the sugar until thick and 

creamy. Put the tin on a baking sheet, pour in the filling and bake in a pre-

heated oven, 180°C/Gas 4, for forty-five minutes or until almost set.  

3. Put the fruits in a pan with the remaining sugar and a tablespoon of wa-

ter, and simmer for five minutes. Set aside to cool. Mix the flour, butter 

and sugar in a food processor until they resemble crumbs.  

4. When the cheesecake is cool, drain the fruit, reserving the juice, and 

spoon over the top of the cheesecake.  

5. Scatter the crumble mixture over the fruit and return to the oven for 

twenty-five minutes or until golden. Serve with the juices from the fruits. 

Cordon Bleu Cooking—a local service for all your catering  

occasions. Tel: 01865 407538/07721 609600 
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Sharman Roofing 
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing  

specialist 
 

Tiling, slating, leadwork, gut-
tering and fascias, new builds, 

re-roofs, 
extensions and sheds 

 
All work considered 

 
For a free no obligation quote 

call Mark on 
 

07979 791075 
www.sharmanroofing.co.uk 

msharmanroofing@gmail.com 

HAND MADE CURTAINS 

BY 

VICTORIA DYDE 

Challis Farm,  
High Street, 

 Long Wittenham,  
Abingdon 

Oxon Ox14 4QH 
01865 407197 

 

mcknight574@btinternet.com 
Large selection of fabric samples 

available 
Please call for a free quotation 
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LONG WITTENHAM PRE-SCHOOL  
Is your home full of baby and children’s clothes (0-7 years), toys, 

games and/or equipment that are “good as new”? Would you like to 

make some extra money? Long Wittenham Pre-School is holding a Near-

ly New Sale on Saturday 17 October 2015 from 10-12 noon at Long 

Wittenham Village Hall. Sellers will receive 70% of all sales, with the oth-

er 30% going to Pre-School. There will also be delicious homemade cakes 

and biscuits for sale, and we would be grateful if all sellers could donate a 

cake/biscuits for the cake sale. All proceeds will go to Pre-School.  

 

If you are interested in selling at our Nearly New Sale (if you haven’t sold 

with us before you will need a seller code), would like to donate items to 

sell or would like more information about how to become a seller, please 

email nearlynew@longwittenhampreschool.co.uk. 

 

If you are planning to come and shop at the sale, please use the 

school car park and leave buggies and prams at home – the hall can get 

very crowded! Thank you for supporting our Pre-School (Registered 

Charity 1158950). 

 

 

Searching for a top quality new or used 

vehicle? Want to get the best price and 
the most impressive service? 

 

Then look no further than Auriga Vehicles! 

 I will secure the best deal available 

 I have a wealth of knowledge and experience 

 My clients are always completely satisfied 

 I offer an efficient, reliable and above all, personal service 

 Advice on currently available finance options 

 Assistance with the selling of your present vehicle 

 Presentation of all possible alternatives on the current market 

 MOT’s, servicing, repairs, valeting, collection and delivery 

So why would you go anywhere else? 

Tel: 07782 269911    Website: www. aurigavehicles.co.uk  

email kevin@aurigavehicles.co.uk  

mailto:nearlynew@longwittenhampreschool.co.uk
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