
Below: The Junkers Ju88 
V4+GS that landed in 
error at Steeple Morden 
in Cambridgeshire on the 
night of 15/16 February 
1941.  The pilot believed 
he was possibly over 
Germany at the time...

   15/16 February 1941 Ju88A-5 Wn.6217                  V4+GS 8/KG1

Steeple Morden aerodrome, Cambridgeshire. 04.30 hrs.

Started from Grevilliers, Bapaume, at 23.40 hrs to attack Liverpool docks along with two other aircraft 
The crew intending to follow Knickebein III but found it was not very clear and flew towards Liverpool 
using the beacon 72b at Calais and beacon 63 at Caen to take D/F bearings. Soon after take-off the crew 
started to experience icing conditions and the D/F apparatus which had been damaged the previous 
night over Woolwich and not repaired properly started to give trouble. At about 01.00 hours the crew 
arrived over what they presumed to be Liverpool from what they had deduced from their D/F bearings, 
confirmed by searchlights and concentrated and accurate AA fire, so they dropped their bomb load 
from 13,000 ft through a hole in the clouds. Later investigation revealed that there were no 250 or 500 
kg bombs dropped within fifteen miles of Liverpool during the night. The crew then turned for home 
and beacon 82 which was near their aerodrome but after flying for quite a while they realised that the 
D/F apparatus was unreliable. The wireless operator tried to get a fix on the W/T Station at Caen and 
Grevillers aerodrome, using the aircraft’s lettering as a call sign but found that the wireless was being 
jammed by other messages on the same frequency, at which point they became completely lost. The 

wireless operator then sent out the distress signal ‘Pan, Pan, Pan’ but received no reply. At this same 
time, while flying at 3,000 ft they saw lots of barrage balloons above them, up to 4,500 ft and had an 
exciting time dodging the cables. The pilot was then convinced that they were somewhere over the 
Continent and may have even reached the Ruhr as they also spotted a light beacon flashing ‘XD’ which 
was not one they knew in their part of the country. Having spotted the runway lights of an aerodrome, 
being completely lost and short of fuel, they fired off a red Very cartridge, being the German request for 
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   15/16 February 1941     He111P-2     Wn.2911                 1G+FR 7/KG27

Higher Luscombe Farm, Harbertonford, Devon. 20.15 hrs.

Target Birmingham. Picked up by a 604 Squadron Beaufighter as it was about to cross the coast at 
St.Alban’s Head and attacked; no return fire experienced. Aircraft dived away and flew as far north as 
Colerne before turning back, circled Warminster and flew an erratic course over Exeter and Totness 
before crashing. Burnt out except for the fuselage from bulkhead aft of rear gunner’s position to the tail. 
Signs of 20 mm and .303 strikes in the wreckage.
Markings: F in white, the rest of the letters in black. The swastika on the tail had been blacked out and 
the letter F painted over in black. Aircraft camouflage had been covered in lamp black.
Engines: DB 601.
ID: 62692 & 5356, AW: blue, Langenhagen, 3/10/40, FP: L 26559.
Ff: Ofw Max Unseld 62692/102 +. CC 9/15.
Bo: Ltn Eberhard Beckmann 62692/42 +. CC 5/295.
Bf: Ofw Marius Bunge 62692/114 +. CC 9/15.
Bm: Ofw Rudolf Streübel +. NKG.

The unit was assumed from one ID disc, the Feldpostnummer and the aircraft lettering. The ID disc 53561 
was that of LG 1, the unit the airman was previously recorded as having belonged to.

an emergency landing. The reply was also a red Very light, which was the German refusal for landing 
so in desperation the pilot fired another red cartridge and carried out a wheels down landing across 
wind and flare path on the aerodrome. The aircraft was reported to have been observed by the light of 
the moon with its landing lights on, flying in close proximity to two aircraft believed to have been a 
Hurricane and a Blenheim. The aircraft was captured almost intact, although the starboard undercarriage 
collapsed and the starboard engine, airscrew, radiator, wing tip and tail plane were damaged. 
Markings: all letters in black. A small GS, in five inch high letters were painted roughly in white on the 
rudder. Aircraft painted all over in lamp black, spinners dark green. Fuselage plate showed construction 
was by Junkers Flugzeug M.W, A.G, Dessau by Heinkel werke G.M. B.H., Oranienberg werke nr. 6217. 
Acceptance date 11/11/40.
Engines: Jumo 211 G, constructed for Junkers Flugzeug .W. Dessau by Mittel Deutsche .W. G.M. B.H. 
Taucha (Bei Leipzig). Starboard werke nr. M.M.W. 211 G - 1/230; port werke nr. M.M.W. 211 G -1/229.
Armament: five MG15 fitted in standard positions but lower under gunner’s machine gun was fitted in a 
rotatable mounting in bullet proof glass, with segments of armour. Rear gunner’s bucket seat protected 
with 8 mm thick armour. Under gunner’s position armoured with slats 6 mm thick. Rear gunner’s cabin 
roof armoured with hinged plates 9 mm and 6 mm thick. No protection against barrage balloon cables. 
Bomb load: two 500 kg and one 250 kg
ID: 53548 & 53577, AW: white, Handorf, 6/12/40 & white, Nordhausen, 11/7/40.
Ff: Ltn Herbert Florian EKII.
Bo: Uffz Albert Wasmeier EKII 53577/224.
Bf: Uffz Ferdinand Wühr EKII.
Bs: Gefr Konrad Fredrich.

The unit was confirmed from the ID discs, apart from the observer whose disc was that of 2/Erg.KG2.
The observer, who was blamed by the rest of the crew as the cause of the mishap, was not the regular 
observer of this aircraft He ascribed the loss of course to British interference with his D/F, and the 
freshening of the wind from the south-west which affected his dead reckoning.
Oberstleutnant Angerstein was the Geschwaderkommodore of KG1 and Hauptmann Enderle was the 
Staffelkapitän of 8/KG1.

   15/16 February 1941   He111P-4   Wn.3085                  5J+GP 6/KG4

The Foreshore, Bents Park, South Shields, Co. Durham. 00.34 hrs.

Started from Soesterberg on a minelaying operation off Newcastle. The aircraft was flying southwards 
when the port wing struck a balloon cable which caused the aircraft to dive into the ground at a steep 
angle. The wreckage caught fire and twenty minutes later, the mine it was carrying, exploded blowing 
the aircraft to pieces, leaving a sixty feet diameter crater and killing several Auxiliary Fire Service men.
Markings: only a half G painted yellow found on a wing.
Engines: DB 601 A.1. Plate marked Land u See Leichtbau, Kiel, werke nr. 718, dated 10/40.
Armament: pieces of three MG15 found.
The flight engineer baled out just before the aircraft crashed but was electrocuted when he fell on trolley 
bus cables and died shortly after being admitted to hospital.
ID: 53538, AW: -, FP: L 06885 Amsterdam.
Ff: Ogefr Wilhelm Beetz 53538/96 +. Hylton, Sunderland.
Bo: Hptm Heinz Styra +. Hylton, Sunderland.
Bf: Uffz Karl-Gunther Brützsam +. Hylton, Sunderland.
Bs: Uffz Helmut Herbert Jeckstadt 55538/81 +. Hylton, Sunderland.
Bs: Gefr Franz Janeschit +. Hylton, Sunderland.

Constable Leslie Lamb, Borough Police +.
Leading Fireman Albert G Purvis, A.F.S. +.
Fireman George L W Renwick, A.F.S. +.
Fireman John Wharton, A.F.S. +.

The unit was assumed from the ID disc, and confirmed by the 
Feldpostnummer and the aircraft lettering.

Below: Scattered 
fragments in the snow are 
all that’s left of Heinkel 
He111 5J+GP after it 
blew up 20 minutes after 
falling to earth in South 
Shields. Above: Another twisted 

chunk of wreckage from 
5J+GP on the Foreshore 
in South Shields.
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  15 February 1941  Ju88A-5 Wn.2273  II/KG76

Bf: Ofw Josef Baus injured during operations over the Thames Estuary.

  16 February 1941    I/KG40

Bm: Uffz Hermann Reidegalt, killed by machine gun fire during operations off Ireland.

  16 February 1941     3/Ln.Rgt. 1

Lost on operations to Newhaven. Ff: Uffz Alois Bautz, lost without trace.

   17/18 February 1941     Do17Z-3     Wn.3472                7T+JL 3/KGr606

Oakley Court, near Bray, Berkshire. 20.33 hrs.

Started from Lanveoc-Poulmic at 18.40 hrs to attack the Isle of Dogs area with twenty-four aircraft 
from the Gruppe, along with at least one Gruppe from another Geschwader. The crew flew from Brest 
to Caen and then set course on 8° from the French Coast direct for East London, passing over Brighton 
at 10,000 ft where they experienced heavy and accurate AA fire. As they reached 16,000 ft and were on 
their bombing run, they experienced a near miss from an AA burst and were attacked by a night fighter 
which put the port engine out of action and the pilot made a sharp left turn which brought them over the 
western outskirts of London. Soon after the starboard engine began to falter, the pilot jettisoned the bomb 
load and ordered the crew to bale out. The pilot remained in the aircraft a while longer in the hope that one 
of the engines would pick up but he finally baled out at 9,000 ft the aircraft diving into the ground, caught 
fire and was entirely disintegrated. A few ⋅303 strikes were found in parts of the wreckage.
The observer’s parachute got caught up in a tree and having taken a ‘Seenot’ tablet eventually managed 
to climb down and tried to blow up his Mae West to use as a pillow but found that it had been punctured 
by a bullet. He was finally captured by two soldiers while walking down a road to whom he handed 
over his pistol.
Markings: not ascertainable. Airframe and components made by Henschel F.W. but no dates given 
on plates. 
Engines: Bramo Fafnir.

The tail section was the only recognisable piece left of Heinkel  He111 1G+FR of 7/KG27 which 
crashed at Higher Luscombe Farm, Harbertonford, Devon on 15/16 February 1941. The markings 
had been very roughly painted over and an additional ‘F’ daubed on the fin.

Little activity reported during the day due to adverse weather conditions. Minelaying on a 
considerable scale was carried out during the night, along with fifty-five aircraft attacking London 
and a similar number operating against targets in East Anglia.

17th FEBRUARY 1941

Below: The scattered 
remains of Dornier Do17 
7T+JL at Oakley Court 
in Berkshire.  The crew 
baled out, leaving the 
aircraft to nose dive into 
the ground, leaving little 
for the investigators to 
work on.
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Armament: five MG15 found. A number of incendiary bombs were found in the wreckage, these were 
carried in the aircraft in a light metal frame in three rows of five with one safety pin per row. These 
bombs had no tail fins, presumably to save weight and were dropped through an aperture in the floor. 
Ten 50 kg bombs and fifteen incendiaries carried.
ID: 73713 & 73712, AW: white, E.10/XII, 29/10/40, white, Kiel-Holtenau, 24/11/40, FP: 27388 Paris.
Ff: Ltn Gunther Hubner EKI injured.
Bo: Ltn zur See Rolf Dieskau.
Bf: Ogefr Walter Arnold EKI.
Bm: Uffz Ernst Tietgen.

The pilot had made twenty War Flights, the wireless operator twenty-three and the flight engineer 
fifteen. The regular observer had not been fit to fly on the last flight, so for the first time they had a new 
observer, who had been posted from the 2nd Staffel after one War Flight to London. He had previously 
served in the Kriegsmarine but had transferred to the German Air Force nine months previously. He 
had very little operational flying having been employed on armed shipping reconnaissance and took 
great pride in his navigational skills being an ex-Navy man, claimed he rarely made use of Knickebein 
as it was unreliable owing to interference, although he tuned into Kn III and Kn IV at where they 
intersected just to prove his navigation correct.
Major Hahn was the Gruppenkommandeur of 606 and the Staffelkapitän of the 3rd Staffel was 
Hauptmann Golschov although he was on extended leave in Germany and was being deputised by 
Hauptmann Diehl who had been very active having flown in the Spanish Civil War. His deputy was the 
Staffeloffizier, Major Hahn who regularly flew on sorties.

ACCOunT OF THe LAST FLiGHT By ROLF DieSKAu wRiTTen in 1992.

I was a member of the crew in a Do17Z, a bomber, which really was constructed for 
reconnaissance and for low ‘Hedge-hopping’ and not for night bombing. The Do17 had a 
crew of four, pilot, navigator, wireless operator and mechanic. While the crew normally 
had been trained by the Luftwaffe, for a special time the navigator was a navy-officer. 
Later on the navy-officers were removed to the navy to reinforce the U-boat crews. I 
myself was such a navy officer. Feb.17, 1941 we started near Brest at about 7 pm. We 
flew over the Channel Islands and left Cherbourg on our right. Then we took course 
over Brighton to London. We saw the big U of the Thames and dropped our bombs. 
Suddenly we were attacked from behind by a night fighter. The right engine took fire. We 
lost height rapidly and we had to bale out. The plane must have crashed near Windsor, 
because I landed with my parachute in a tree in the park of Windsor Castle. Later on I 
was taken prisoner, when I tried to go south.

This page and opposite: 
More photos of the 
scattered remains of 
Dornier Do17 7T+JL at 
Oakley Court in Berkshire.  

LAnVeOC-POuLMiC AeRODROMe

The aerodrome had a grass surface on which it was difficult to land in wet weather, although a drainage system was 
provided. The ground was slightly convex and this advantage was enhanced by a series of shallow trenches filled 
with bundles of brushwood laid longitudinally, connecting with larger trenches filled with stones. These flowed into 
considerably larger drains at the edge of the aerodrome, the main drain running from the centre of the north-west 
boundary, near to a wireless station, then west and finally north into the sea. The reconstruction work was in the hands of 
a labour unit (Baukompanie) composed of men of varying ages who were unfit for active service. The single east - west 
runway could be used with a west wind, but a strong cross wind usually made flying impossible, so it was proposed 
to build a cross runway from north to south. A long narrow building at the edge of the seaplane base, south-west of 
the hangars and south of the road leading up to the aerodrome was the barracks for the ground staff. The buildings 
immediately east of the four hangars on the eastern edge of the aerodrome were barracks for the Labour Unit. The 
Officer’s Mess was the small building north-east of the of the first bend of the road leading to the seaplane base to the 
aerodrome. South-east of this building was a building used for entertainments, film shows and plays. The 3rd Staffel 
lived at the Hotel de la Mer at Morgat, south of Crozon. A V.H.F. Blind Landing system was installed at the aerodrome. 
For night landings, three green lights were shown fairly close together on the southern side of the eastern end of the 
runway. West of these were spaced white lights, with two red lights to mark the western end of the runway.
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Below: A crisp winter’s morning in norfolk and crowds gather to 
see Heinkel He111 A1+CM which force landed at dawn following 
a low level attack on the aerodrome at watton.  This aircraft was 
one of the few enemy aircraft directly brought down by Parachute 
and Cable (PAC) rockets which fired cables into the air in the path 
of enemy aircraft which, if struck, dragged the aircraft down using 
mini parachutes on the ends of the cables.

Armament: eight MGs were fitted, situated at the following positions; one in nose ring, one in nose 
just outside rotatable nose ring at one o’clock mounted in a gimbal. One rear upper, two lateral, two 
in lower gondola, position of forward one not ascertainable, one MG17 in extreme tail with remote 
control electric trigger release. The ammunition container for this gun would have held approximately 
400 rounds. The armour plate was normal except for an additional small semi-circular steel plate, about 
18” x 10” and 11 mm thick to protect the head and shoulders of the rear upper gunner, whose gun was 
carried through a square aperture in this plate and fixed to it, with a small slot for sighting. Two bombs 
were dropped in the neighbourhood and three were found in the aircraft
ID: 53576 & 69044, AW: white, 5/III, 14/10/40, 20/10/40 & 16/11/40, FP: L 06460.
Ff: Fw Heinrich Busch EKI wounded.
Bo: Obltn Erich Langguth EKI.
Bf: Uffz Werner Schmoll EKI.
Bm: Uffz Otto Ludwig EKI slightly injured.
Bs: Gefr Karl Kamermeier EKII wounded.

This crew claimed that they normally flew A1+PP but as this aircraft was unserviceable they had 
borrowed the present aircraft from the 4th Staffel. There was some doubt about the actual unit as 

the flight engineer had a document headed 6th Staffel, the wireless 
operator had the ID disc of the 9th Staffel while the other discs were 
from Erg.KGr2 Quedlingburg. Air Intelligence finally deduced that the 
crew were from the 6th Staffel.

Fw Heinrich Busch was sent to Canada where he was tried and 
executed on 18th December 1946 for the murder of fellow PoW, 
Uffz Dr. Karl Lehmann on 11th September 1944. Both are buried in 
Woodland Cemetery, Kitchener, Canada.

  17 February 1941  Ju88A -5 Wn.2218               V4+BS 8/KG1

Failed to return from operations to Leamington. A radio message was picked up from this aircraft to say 
that the pilot was going to ditch the aircraft. Ff: Uffz Robert Stebetack; Bo: Ogefr Josef Volk; Bf: Uffz 
Rudolf Bernadt; Bs: Gefr Herbert Brechlin, lost without trace.

  17 February 1941  Ju88A-5 Wn.4170                F1+JP 6/KG76

Failed to return from operations to West Raynham. Ff: Ltn Horst Dombrowski; Bo: Fw Ernst Siefert; 
Bf: Uffz Karl Spreager; Bm: Gefr Rudolf Falk all lost without trace.

  18 February 1941 He111H-3 Wn.3349                A1+CM 4/KG53

Ovington, near Watton, Norfolk. 07.50 hrs.

Took off from Lille-Vendeville at 05.00 hrs to attack an aerodrome in East Anglia, intending to be over 
the target just as dawn was breaking but due to having to change aircraft they were half an hour late. 
The aircraft crossed the Norfolk Coast at 1,500 ft slowly descending due to poor visibility. The aircraft 
flew over two aerodromes, the second the crew attacked with machine gun fire from 1,000 ft but the 
rear gunner was wounded by AA splinters. The aircraft approached Watton aerodrome from the west at 
a height of 100 ft, dropped part of its bomb load and as they flew over the aerodrome the crew opened 
up with their machine guns. The flight engineer was squatting in the under-fuselage gun position, facing 
starboard, so as to be able to fire both guns at the same time to alarm the ground defences. This aircraft 
was then brought down by P.A.C. (Rocket Wire Apparatus or Fallschirmdrahtseilgrannaten), one wire 
struck the port wing leading edge, fifteen feet from the wing tip and cut through the main spar, severing 
the port aileron control rod, jamming the aileron. A second wire cut the leading edge of the port wing 
eight feet from the wing tip and a third wire struck the starboard wing twelve feet from the wing tip, 
both cutting through the main spar. With the port engine failing the pilot made a fairly good belly 
landing and slid into a bank. A number of ⋅303 strikes were found in various parts of the wreckage, all 
coming from below. The crew concealed their maps in a nearby ditch and tried to set fire to their aircraft 
but were prevented from doing so by a farmer.
Markings: C in white. Spinners also white. All the fuselage markings, swastikas and under surfaces were 
blacked out with lamp black. The wings were made by Arado F.W. in June 1940. The tail components 
were made by Land und See F.W. Kiel in March 1940.
Engines: Jumo 211D, both being made by Mittledutsche Motorenbau, port nr. 37094; starboard 37352. 
Fish-tail exhausts fitted.
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More views of Heinkel He111 A1+CM near watton.  As can be seen, 
the entire set of identification markings have been completely 
covered in lamp black.

Below: A nice close-up of the remote controlled MG17 in the 
rear of A1+CM at Ovington near watton.

The armour plate on the He111
It had been found that the thickness of armour plate found on He111s had gradually 
been increasing since July 1940 and a comparison was made:
    February 1941. July 1940. 
Pilot’s seat back.   11 mm  10.7 mm (+  0.3 mm)
Cross bulkhead (behind upper gunner). 11 mm  7.9 mm (+  3.1 mm)
Lower gunner’s deflector shield. 10 mm  7.9 mm ( + 2.1 mm)
Lower gondola side slats.  8 mm  5.6 mm (+  2.4 mm)
Lower gondola bottom slats.  6 mm  4.8 mm (+ 1.2 mm)
Lateral gunner curved shields. 10 mm  7.0 mm    (+3 mm)
Rear upper gunner’s haed protection. 11 mm  not fitted.  -
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