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DLM® Anchor-Read-Apply Reading Task Supports 

 

Grades 11-12 

Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

11-12 

EE.RL.11-12.1 Analyze 

a text to determine its 

meaning and cite textual 

evidence to support 

explicit and implicit 

understandings. 

Share several jokes with easy content (e.g., 

"Knock, knock. Who's there? Leaf. Leaf 

who? Leaf me alone."). Identify the 

meaning of the joke and the explicit and 

implicit information. 

Read to decide what this 

text is about, and identify 

which of these sentences 

are in the text and which 

are not in the text but tell 

what it means: <provide 

list>. 

Ask students to tell or identify a 

statement that tells what the text is 

about. Then ask them to decide 

which of the sentences you provided 

are in the text and which are not in 

the text but tell what it means. 

     

11-12 

EE.RL.11-12.2 Recount 

the main events of the 

text, which are related to 

the theme or central 

idea. 

Identify a common theme (e.g., friendship, 

fairness, anger, bravery) and work with 

students to generate a list of events that have 

happened in the class related to the theme. If 

needed, students can select from a list you 

provide of events that do and do not relate 

to the theme.  

The theme of the text is 

<state theme>. Read to tell 

events from the book that 

are about <theme>.  

Review the theme. Ask students to 

tell events that are related to the 

theme. If needed, students can select 

from a list you provide of events that 

do and do not relate to the theme.  

     

11-12 

EE.RL.11-12.4 

Determine how words or 

phrases in a text, 

including words with 

multiple meanings and 

figurative language, 

impacts the meaning. 

Create or select a simple Mad Libs-style 

text (http://www.madlibs.com/printables/). 

Before working with students, complete the 

Mad Libs-style text intentionally using 

words with multiple meanings and 

figurative language. Work with the students 

to complete the same Mad Libs-style text 

without intentionally using words with 

multiple meanings or figurative language. 

When done, compare the two to determine 

how the words impact meaning.  

Read to determine how the 

meaning of the text would 

be different if the author 

used <list alternate words> 
instead of <list target words 

from the text>.  

Determine the meaning of the text 

given the words the author used. 

Then consider how it would be 
different with the alternate words. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

11-12 

EE.RI.11-12.2 

Determine the central 

idea of a text; recount 

the text. 

Provide students with a statement that 

expresses an opinion or belief (e.g., "school 

is fun"). Then provide a list of statements 

that do and do not relate to the opinion or 

belief (e.g., "we have lots of work to do," 

"we get to spend time with friends"). Work 

with students to identify the statements that 

support the opinion or belief.  

Read to identify what the 

text is mostly about 

(central idea). Then restate 

what the text is about in 

your own words.  

Ask students to state or identify what 

the text is about (selecting from 

choices if needed). Then ask them to 

restate what they read in their own 

words. 

     

11-12 

EE.RI.11-12.1 Analyze 

a text to determine its 

meaning and cite textual 

evidence to support 

explicit and implicit 

understanding.  

Provide students with a list of things adults 

might say to them on a day-to-day basis (e.g., 

"hurry up," "check your schedule"). Discuss 

the statements or questions. Then provide a 

list of inferences that go with each statement 

(e.g., "you are moving too slowly," "we are 

finished with this activity").  

Read to decide which of 

these sentences are from 

the text and which of them 

are not from the text but 

tell what it means: 

<provide a list of explicit 

sentences and inferences>. 

Determine which of the sentences 

are from the text and which are not 

from the text but tell what it means. 

     

11-12 

EE.RI.11-12.4 

Determine how words or 

phrases in a text, 

including words with 

multiple meanings and 

figurative language, 

impacts the meaning of 

the text. 

Create or select a simple Mad Libs-style text 

(http://www.madlibs.com/printables/). 

Before working with students, complete the 

Mad Libs-style text intentionally using words 

with multiple meanings and figurative 

language. Work with the students to 

complete the same Mad Libs-style text 

without intentionally using words with 

multiple meanings or figurative language. 

When done, compare the two to determine 

how the words impact meaning.  

Read to determine how the 

meaning of the text would 

be different if the author 

used <list alternate words> 

instead of <list target 

words from the text>.  

Determine the meaning of the text 

given the words the author used. 

Then consider how it would be 

different with the alternate words. 
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

11-12 

EE.RI.11-12.8 

Determine whether the 

claims and reasoning 

enhance the author's 

argument in an 

informational text. 

Provide students with an argument (e.g., "our 

school gives us good, healthy lunches"). Then 

list evidence that does and does not support 

the argument (e.g., (1) "we have a choice of 

vegetables," (2) "we have corn dogs on 

Tuesdays," (3) "the lunch trays are 

recyclable," and (4) "we can choose fresh fruit 

every day"). Ask students to identify the 

evidence that supports the argument (e.g., 

statements 1 and 4). 

Read to identify the 

author's main argument. 

Then decide which of 

these statements from the 

text support the argument 

and which do not: 

<provide a list>. 

After reading, ask students to 

identify the author's argument in the 

text. Then ask them to identify the 

statements from the list provided that 

support the argument.  

     

11-12 

EE.RI.11-12.5 

Determine whether the 

structure of a text 

enhances an author's 

claim. 

Read students two or more texts with clear but 

different text structures (e.g., cause and effect; 

compare and contrast; sequence; listing; 

problem and solution; description). Describe 

how the author's claim matches the structure 

(e.g., "the text structure is cause and effect, 

and the author claims that one thing causes 

another").  

Read to determine the 

type of text structure 

whether it matches the 

author's claim. 

After reading, ask students to 

identify the text structure (from a list 

if needed) and then decide whether it 

matches the author's claim. 

     

11-12 

EE.L.11-12.4.a Use 

context to determine the 

meaning of unknown 

words.  

Write sentences about students in the class 

that include words that students are unlikely to 

know but can determine based on the context 

of the sentence (e.g., "teachers always tell 

Sam to stop talking because he is so 

loquacious," "the colossal tree fell and 

smashed the house"). Work with students to 

figure out the meaning of the words. 

Read to decide on the 

meaning of <list one or 

more domain-specific 

words or phrases> from 

the text. 

Write the sentences that include the 

target words and read them with the 

students after finishing the text. Ask 

students to tell the meaning of the 

words, or select the meaning from a 

list you provide.  
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Grade Essential Element Anchor Activity Purpose Task 

11-12 

EE.RL.11-12.3 

Determine how 

characters, the setting or 

events change over the 

course of the story or 

drama. 

Work with students to generate a list of ways 

things have changed over time (e.g., ways 

they you have changed as they have grown up, 

ways the neighborhood has changed, ways 

school has changed, etc.).  

Determine how <story 

element> changes from 

the beginning to end of 

the story.  

As students to tell how the <story 

element> changes from the 

beginning to the end of the text. 

Alternatively, provide three or more 

statements including one that 

describes the story element at the 

beginning and one that describes the 

story element at the end.  
     

11-12 

EE.RL.11-12.5 

Determine how the 

author's choice of where 

to end the story 

contributes to the 

meaning. 

Select or write a short story. Stop ½ and ¾ of 

the way through. At each stopping point, work 

with students to decide what they know and 

do not know if you stop at that point.  

Read to <identify a 

stopping place about ½ or 

¾ of the way through the 

text> and decide what the 

story means. Then read to 

the end and decide how 

the meaning changes.  

After the first stopping point, work 

with students to determine what the 

text means. Write their comments to 

compare with comments after 

finishing the story.  

     

11-12 

EE.RI.9-10.3 Determine 

logical connections 

between individuals, 

ideas or events in a text. 

Provide a list of people known to the students 

(e.g., a peer or teacher). Provide a second list 

of ideas (e.g., exercise is health) or events 

(e.g., school play). Ask students to match the 

people with the ideas or events.  

Read to determine which 

<individual, idea, or 

event> is related to which 

<individual, idea, or 

event> in the text.  

After reading, ask students to match 

the individuals with the related ideas 

and events.  

     

11-12 

EE.RI.11-12.3 

Determine how 

individuals, ideas, or 

events change over the 

course of the text. 

Work with students to generate a list of ways 

things have changed over time (e.g., ways 

they you have changed as they have grown up, 

ways the neighborhood has changed, ways 

school has changed, etc.). 

Determine how <story 

element> changes from 

the beginning to end of 

the story.  

As students to tell how the <story 

element> changes from the 

beginning to the end of the text. 

Alternatively, provide three or more 

statements including one that 

describes the story element at the 

beginning and one that describes the 

story element at the end. 
     

11-12 

EE.RI.11-12.9 Compare 

and contrast arguments 

made by two different 

texts on the same topic. 

Compare and contrast the list of reasons 

supporting a school policy (e.g., "no cell 

phones in class," other familiar arguments) 

with a list of reasons supporting the students' 

view (e.g., "we should get to use cell phones") 

or alternate side of the same argument. 

Read to determine how 

the argument about 

<topic> in <text 1> is 

similar to and different 

from the argument in 

<text 2>.  

Ask students to list the ways the 

arguments are similar and different. 

If needed, provide a list of ideas and 

ask students to decide if each idea is 

a way the two arguments are similar 

or different.  

 


