
This lesson provides an overview of the events that occurred in the Triangle Shirtwaist 
Fire. Students will watch a documentary about the Triangle Fire from American 
Experience. I really like this video because it makes connections to both the labor 
and Progressive movements and the language used is accessible to middle grade 
students. The guide I created keeps students engaged with and thinking about the 
video without overwhelming them with writing. 
(As I cover this content elsewhere is the unit to a degree, this video provides a great 
option for teachers when half of the class is absent due to some random reason. 

Great for grades 6 - 9!

Students will watch a video about 
the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire and 
completed a video guide. 

What led to the 
Triangle Shirtwaist fire 
and how did it impact 
laws for workers?

8.2e.4 - Students will investigate 
the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire and the 
legislative response.

Student Sources:

● A copy of the handout (pages 1-3) or a copy of the digital activity (as 
assigned in Google Classroom or through the Pear Deck platform).

Teacher Sources:

● Link the printed version of the resource in Google Slides - editable
● Link to the slideshow for use - editable and it can be adjusted for digital use.
● SUBJECT TO CHANGE - Teachers can find a streaming version of the video 

here on Amazon (it currently costs 2 dollars).

Teachers should review the linked files to determine how they wish to present the 
lesson. There’s a fully printable version and a digital version. I much prefer the 
printable version in this situation. Students don’t really need to look at two screens at 
the same time. However, that may not be possible. Therefore, a digital version is 
provided also. 

NOTE: If time is limited, there are some sections of the video that can be skipped. 
I’ve included summaries of those sections that can be read to the class instead. 

1. Start the video at 2:49. Before starting, let students know that you will play the 
first 7 minutes of the video and that they should answer the first four questions. 
Read through the questions if necessary. After 7 minutes (at minute 10), pause 
and review answers. 

2. Start the video again. This time, point out the bottom section of the first page 
and the upper section of the second. Play through minute 18:00. Then, pause 
again to review answers.

3. Complete the same for minutes 18-23. At this point, there is a section that 
teachers can skip if time is a factor. Teachers might read the summary with 
students and discuss the summary instead of playing the video through. If 
needed, then skip to minute 31 on the video and play until minute 42. Note to 
students that they should checkmark the correct statements on the last page of 
the handout. After pausing at minute 42, review the correct statements and if 
needed, read the final summary (see below). 

4. The ending of this video (42:30-end) details the lives of the women who died. It 
is quite sad and goes into some graphic detail. Depending on the atmosphere in 
your classroom or the time allotted, you might choose not to show all of this 
section. A summary of this section is provided for this section that teachers can 
read instead. 

CONTENT NOTE: This 
video does mention how 
prostitutes were hired 
by the police to beat up 
the striking girls. I just 
let this play and deal 
with the questions if I 
get them. You may need 
to make a different 
decision for your 
classroom. 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/video/detail/B00EDG3HNE?&linkCode=ll2&tag=peacefield-20&linkId=b75d27a5e298d3b1b34cc783056ab779&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/gp/video/detail/B00EDG3HNE?&linkCode=ll2&tag=peacefield-20&linkId=b75d27a5e298d3b1b34cc783056ab779&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl

