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The regular meeting of the Richfield Town Board was held on Monday, March 21, 2016, at the Richfield Town Hall.  The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Supervisor Palumbo.  Other board members in attendance were Bond, Eckler, Seamon, and Woodrow.

There was a brief discussion on pre-approval for travel/education cost.  If pre-approval is not obtained, then the board may refuse to pay for a class or travel.  Councilman Eckler asked that in the future board members be notified in advance even if it is by e-mail.  

Motion to pay all claims that have three signatures by Palumbo, second by Eckler.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.  Councilman Eckler questioned if a member of the board should initial and approve a voucher payable to themselves.  It may be best to get three other signatures.
			A General				$   31,984.93
			DA Highway				$   14,943.53
			SL Street Lighting			$          81.73
						Total		$   47,010.19

Motion to approve minutes of February 15, 2016, by Bond, second by Seamon.  Bond – yes, Eckler – abstain, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.  Motion to approve minutes of March 10, 2016, by Bond, second by Eckler.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.  Motion to approve minutes of December 21, 2015, and December 30, 2015, by Palumbo, second by Bond.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – abstain, Woodrow – abstain, Palumbo – yes.

Highway Superintendent Kress asked that advertised sealed fuel bids be opened.  Mirabito was the only company that submitted a bid.  After reviewing the bids, motion by Eckler, second by Palumbo to follow the recommendation of Superintendent Kress for the following.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.

Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel #1 (ULSK)		Firm Bid Price $2.2071/gal
Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel #2 (ULSD)		Firm Bid Price $1.8271/gal
Unleaded Gas					Fluctuating Bid Price $1.6055/gal
Board members signed the 2016 “Agreement for the Expenditure of Highway Moneys.”  Fenton Road from Cole Hill to the county line will be paved this year.  The highway department will replace culverts on Fenton Road before the paving is done.  CHIPS money has been received for the paving of Henry Conklin Road.  The check of $63,000.00 plus payed for 100% of the paving cost.  The town is still waiting for the defibrillators purchased for the hall/garage and the beach.

The clerk left copies of the February fire report in board members boxes; reminded everyone of the April 21, 2016, rabies clinic; reported that tax collections are proceeding on schedule.

Planning Board Chairman Urtz reported that board has been approached on a possible subdivision in the Monticello area.  The applicant was given information and will return when he is ready.

Comprehensive Plan Committee Chairman Sullivan reported that the committee met last Tuesday.  The perception of an imbalance in the number of town and village members has been resolved.  Carolyn Hopper has moved from the town committee to the village.  The committee is still working on formulating goals.
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Supervisor Palumbo and Sullivan attended a solar energy conference in Syracuse.  There is a wide range of options available to municipalities.  Do’s and don’ts were given for the development of a solar project. Municipalities should plan on projects taking a year, not six months.  This time frame will not allow us to meet the November deadline talked about by the IDA.  Projects are limited to 2 megawatts without state approval.  There are many interested developers.

Old Business

Councilman Eckler has been in touch with Fargo about our alarm system.  The person that does their work is out until May, but we are on the schedule.

Motion by Bond, second by Palumbo to appoint Lisa Weingates as our Health Officer.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.

Supervisor Palumbo made the past due submittal for 2014 Social Security last week.

We have had no response to our ad for Board of Assessment Review vacancies.  The county can do it for us but there may be a fee involved.

Motion by Palumbo, second by Bond to appoint Julie Seamon to the Comprehensive Plan Committee.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.

The new financial software for the supervisor may possibly be installed tomorrow.  The plan is to start using the program at the beginning of the new quarter, April 1, 2016.  We are now renting Office 365 for $12.00 per month.  This is cheaper than purchasing it and will give us the ability to use the version of Access needed for the financial software.

Motion by Palumbo, second by Bond to approve TBR #3 – 2016, a “Resolution to Re-appoint John Bartle to the Town Justice Position Through April 17, 2016.”  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.  The only applicant for the upcoming vacancy was Michael Marmet.  The board cannot vote on the appointment tonight because the vacancy does not exist yet.  However, if there is no objection from any of the board members, Supervisor Palumbo can write a letter of intent to Court Administration informing them that Marmet will be appointed when the vacancy exists.  This action will allow Marmet to attend the training school being held next week.  There was no objection from any board member.  Supervisor Palumbo will notify Court Administration.

New Business

The state now recommends that town checking accounts (A, DA, DB, and consolidated checking) be re-aligned into two accounts. One for payroll, the other for bill paying.  Motion by Palumbo, second by Woodrow that the town restructure the existing checking accounts into two accounts.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.
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Last year’s beach manager is unable to come back this year but did recommend one of the lifeguards for the position.  Councilman Eckler suggested increasing hourly wages to be more competitive.  The board will discuss salaries at the April meeting.  Motion by Eckler, second by Seamon that the clerk will place an ad in both the Star and Pennysaver asking for letters of interest for beach manager and lifeguards.  Letters must be received by April 18, 2016.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.

Motion by Seamon, second by Bond to authorize Supervisor Palumbo to sign a contract for the Board of Elections allowing the use of the Town Hall for all 2016 elections.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.

Motion by Palumbo, second by Eckler to move $600.00 from A1990.4 (Contingency Account) to A1910.4 (Unallocated Insurance) to cover a shortfall in the A1910.4 account.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.  Motion by Palumbo, second by Eckler to move $15.00 from DA5142.4 (Snow Removal) to DA9055.8 (Disability Ins) and $15.00 from DB5110.4 (Contractual) to DB9055.8 (Disability Ins).  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.

Motion by Palumbo, second by Eckler to authorize the supervisor to use the signature stamp to sign vouchers.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.

There were two letters of interest received for the vacant Planning Board position.  Michael Marmet withdrew his letter in light of expecting to be appointed to the justice vacancy.  Motion by Palumbo, second by Eckler to appoint William Klemm to fill the unexpired term of Joe Woodrow.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.

Councilman Eckler has been in touch with Ed Bello about the lights for the hall/garage.  Bello will get back to him when he has information on the rebates.  Councilmen Eckler and Seamon have completed the audit of Judge Marzeski’s books, still need to do Judge Bartle’s for last year and the first quarter of this year.

Motion to adjourn at 7:10 PM by Palumbo, second by Eckler.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.


________________________________
Monica Harris, Clerk








