
18/5/22 – Chairman Report 

For the Parish council and my fellow councillors and clerk as always, it’s been a busy year. 

In our very first meeting after the elections and re-appointments, the ENVAR application was issued for 
Consultation. We had a packed meeting on the 2nd of June with a number of concerned residents voicing 
their objection to the application and in particular the proposed ‘Incinerator’ within the ENVAR 
application. Bluntisham Parish Council oppose the application and the first meeting with our residences 
helped the Parish Council frame our objection back to Cambridgeshire County Council. The application 
from ENVAR was a weighty application and I think the Parish Council rose to the challenge then and 
delivered a comprehensive rebuttal. But as we knew then, this was always going to be a lengthy process 
and ENVAR suggesting they had listened to the concerns from their first submission, then submitted 
further documents to justify their application.  This was another call to arms for the Parish Council and 
again, we submitted a strong rebuttal to ENVARs planning application one which we hope will be 
supported by Planning Authority. 

The other application that tested the Parish Council is the development on Station Road. We can’t 
object to the outline planning permission, as this was granted under ‘tilted balance’, however the 
layout, the drainage, the soft and hard landscaping does come to the Parish Council for review and 
approval. A detailed response to the development plans was again crafted by the Parish Council. We 
hope that the Planning Authority takes on board our concerns and recommendation and places the 
necessary conditions on the development, that we hope will at least ensure the houses being built, do fit 
within our village as best as they can. 

Planning is an important part of what the Parish Council does. Everything being proposed to be built, 
developed, even extended comes to us for comments. You will often see our Parish Councillors and 
Clerk out in the evening or at weekends with a clip board, reviewing an application, so that we can make 
an informed decision at the Parish Council meeting. I thank all our councillors and our clerk, for the 
diligence and time they give to our village reviewing all these applications. 

As a Parish Councill we also submitted our own planning application, firstly to trim a tree near the old 
village hall and then submitted outline plans to demolish the old village hall and replace with storage 
units and to re-configure the old changing rooms into something a bit more modern that can be used by 
a wider section of our community. This is what the ‘development’ CIL money will pay for and hope like 
the old village hall before, will provide a new amenity that will last our community for many years to 
come.  

Our team has changed this year, Andrew Mendy and Martin Crowhurst left us, Martin Crowhurst had 
been with us on the council for many years and we all wish them both well on their new adventures. But 
change and new people joining our Parish Council is good for us, as it keeps us fresh and relevant, 
joining us this period are David Glover, Jayne Smith, Helena Schofield and Peter Lusmore. Welcome to 
Bluntisham Parish Council, your contributions and challenges are warmly welcomed by all.  

Finally with the changing of roles within the Parish Council, Gary James has stepped down as the Vice 
Chair, making room for David Glover to subsume this roll. Gary has been my deputy chair for seven years 
now and both the Parash Council and I personally thank you Gary for your support and stewardship 
when called upon in those seven years.  



Again, over the last 12 months we have tried to improve our village. We have provided (with some help 
from the 100 club) Planters and Daffodil bulbs around the village, to make it look pretty in the spring, 
extended the railings next to St Helens School to help keep our children safe from passing motorist. 
Phillipa and Tracey can regularly be seen moving our ‘Traffic Speed Watch’ device around our village to 
remind people of speed limits and again keeping our village safe. We organised the Christmas Advent 
windows and singing carols around the Christmas Tree at the Village baragraph, to mention a few. 

So, it’s been a challenging yet rewarding year as always, and I couldn’t thank my fellow councillors and 
Tracey our Clerk enough for making the Parish Council the success it is. Thank you, Tracey, for keeping 
us on the straight and narrow, I believe we do make a great team and I feel honoured and proud to be 
part of it 

Mark Berg 

Chairman 
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