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Sunday of the Third Week of Advent begins with the Prophet Zephaniah's announcement of liberation and God's presence among 
the people after decades of their own infidelity. In Luke's Gospel John the Baptist is the focus of the expectation in the people 
who come to him asking what to do. He exhorts them to integrity and charity and announces the one who is to come: “He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

Monday is the Memorial of Saint Lucy, Martyr. Tuesday is the Memorial of Saint John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the 
Church.

We continue to focus on the first readings in this first part of Advent. From the Book of Numbers, we have the proclamation that 
"a star shall advance from Jacob..." Zephaniah is the prophet of impending doom, if the people don't abandon their idolatry. But 
this week we read about consoling healing, "on that day," when the Lord comes. Isaiah's message is full of promise: "Turn to me 
and be safe ... for I am God; there is no other!"

On Thursday, we reach the December 17th and in these last eight days of Advent the focus returns to the gospels with stories 
from Jesus' family in the time before he was born. Matthew's gospel offers the genealogy of Jesus' family. On the 18th we read 
Matthew's account of the nativity: Joseph decides to divorce the pregnant Mary until an angel appears to him in a dream, saying, 
"It is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her." On the 19th, in the first chapter of Luke's gospel, 
Elizabeth and Zechariah struggle with their inability to have a child.  They are told they will have a child named John who will 
be filled with the Holy Spirit. When Zechariah doubts, he is struck speechless.

The Fourth Sunday of Advent begins the last week of Advent, which takes us to Christmas on Saturday. The reading from Micah 

reminds us that of the seemingly unimportant town of Bethlehem, "from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in 
Israel." Luke's gospel offers again the story of Mary's going to visit her cousin. Elizabeth understands immediately Mary's 
situation and praises God saying, "How does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For at the 
moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy."

Daily Prayer This Week

This Third Week of Advent, our daily prayer continues to allow us to become much more concrete about naming our desires and 
preparing the way for the Lord. We begin this week with joy, knowing that our celebration of all the ways our Lord comes to us 
is near.

In these familiar readings is an invitation to us to ask again for help, perhaps especially in dealing with our fears. In many of this 
week's gospels an angel, a messenger from God reassures these holy but very human members of Jesus' family over and over: 
"Do not be afraid." Fear can come in between us and God when asking for the help we need in our lives.

In the midst of what our culture tells us should be a picture-perfect holiday season, we can step back and get in touch with our 
fears and ask God to help us deal with the relationships we are afraid of, the family tensions that make us apprehensive, and the 
stress that can take us out of the spirit of Advent reflection. If we pause for just a minute, we can feel in our hearts that Jesus is 
saying gently to us each day: "Do not be afraid."

These very busy days can still be a time for us to focus our desires, perhaps each morning at the side of our bed, while in the 
shower or while going about our daily errands. We can ask God to remind us again that what we are doing in our daily lives is 
touched by the sacred because God is present in even the most mundane tasks.

"Lord, let me place my trust in you. I get so independent and think I need to fix everything myself. Let me remember not to be 
afraid of so much and to ask you for the healing that my heart needs so badly. Give me the patience this week to deal with the 
relationships in my life that need mending and the forgiveness that I can give others and that I need so badly myself. Be with me 
through the darkness so that I can see the light that you bring to us and the joy with which you want to fill our hearts."

We are moving toward the end of our Advent journey. Even if we don't feel like we have "started" on Advent yet, we can begin 
today. We are being invited: "Do not be afraid!"

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

Praying Advent with Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation – The Joy of the Gospel

Part III: The New Evangelization for the Transmission of the Faith

In the second part of his exhortation on "The Joy of the Gospel," Pope Francis describes what the Synod on the New 
Evangelization said.

The Synod reaffirmed that the new evangelization is a summons addressed to all and that it is carried out in three 
principal settings. [14]

The three settings are:

1. The area of ordinary pastoral ministry, which is “animated by the fire of the Spirit, so as to inflame the hearts of the 
faithful who regularly take part in community worship and gather on the Lord’s day to be nourished by his word and by 
the bread of eternal life” [Benedict XVI, Homily at the Conclusion of the Synod, October 2012] [15]

2. A second area is that of “the baptized whose lives do not reflect the demands of Baptism”, [Benedict Homily] who lack 
a meaningful relationship to the Church and no longer experience the consolation born of faith. The Church, in her 
maternal concern, tries to help them experience a conversion which will restore the joy of faith to their hearts and inspire 
a commitment to the Gospel. [15]

3. Lastly, we cannot forget that evangelization is first and foremost about preaching the Gospel to those who do not know 
Jesus Christ or who have always rejected him. Many of them are quietly seeking God, led by a yearning to see his face, 
even in countries of ancient Christian tradition. All of them have a right to receive the Gospel. Christians have the duty 
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to proclaim the Gospel without excluding anyone. Instead of seeming to impose new obligations, they should appear as 
people who wish to share their joy, who point to a horizon of beauty and who invite others to a delicious banquet. It is not 
by proselytizing that the Church grows, but “by attraction” [Benedict Homily] [15]

Advent can be a great time to reflect on these three groups - from two points of view. First of all, I can ask which group I am in. 
Secondly, I can ask how I am being called to announce the good news in each of these settings.

The scope and limits of this Exhortation

The Holy Father makes it clear that, while he will take up the themes of the Synod on Evangelization, he will not take up all the 
questions which are needed to be discussed today, in the Church. He specifically says that the Pope should not solve issues which 
are best done by local Bishops. He says that he is conscious of a need to promote a sound "decentralization."

He said that this exhortation will promote encouragement and guidance for

"a new phase of evangelization, one marked by enthusiasm and vitality."

Pope Francis names the areas he will discuss in this exhortation:

a) the reform of the Church in her missionary outreach;
b) the temptations faced by pastoral workers;
c) the Church, understood as the entire People of God which evangelizes;
d) the homily and its preparation;
e) the inclusion of the poor in society;
f) peace and dialogue within society;
g) the spiritual motivations for mission. [17]

All of them help give shape to a definite style of evangelization which I ask you to adopt in every activity which you 
undertake. [18]

We look forward to this reflection on each of these areas of encouragment and guidance. For now, at this point in Advent, we are 
asking to be open to the graces of this season, especially to be renewed in our hope and our joy. This is the best preparation to be 
evangelizers of the Word - to hear it, to come to know Jesus' story as a light in my life. This will prepare me, in my context to be 
a bearer of that light to others.

The Holy Father will help us understand the challenges we face and give us guidance in facing them, in the parts ahead.

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/Praying_with_Exhortation-03.html
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JOIN US :

SPP PARISH NEWS

BOOKINGS FOR PRIVATE ADORATION From Jan 2022 onwards, the Chapel of the Incarnation will be opened for 
private adoration on Fridays between 4.00pm to 6.00pm, and 7.00pm to 9.00pm. For booking details please refer to 
myCatholic.sg

MASS BOOKINGS FOR DECEMBER Mass booking for December opens every Tuesday, 9.00am. Please note that the 
booking for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses will only be available from 14 December, 9.00am onwards.

WEEKDAY MASS - Weekday morning Masses from Monday to Saturday will resume from December onwards. Mass will be 
celebrated at 7.20am, and will be preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am.

SUSPENSION OF BOOKINGS FOR PRIVATE ADORATION FOR 3 & 10 DEC - The Chapel of the Incarnation will be 
closed on 3 and 10 Dec 2021 in view of the Catholic200 festival. Bookings made for those Fridays will be automatically 
cancelled. The Chapel will be reopened from 17 Dec 2021 onwards. Thank you for your understanding.



The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
10.00am 

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion
You can send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters to the link below

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with
Saint Peter and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. 
All these at only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

*Lights not included. It is for photography purpose only.

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 100 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.



To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - For Confession dates, please get update on 
SPP Website, Facebook and The Apostles. Online booking is required.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Monday to Saturday)
  preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am
  6.00pm (Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 10.00am - online devotion

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)
SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed

COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS: 
Open every Tuesday (2.00pm - 6.00pm). Call the Parish Secretariat for bookings.

CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Friday from Noon to 5.00pm. Please refer to the announcement on myCatholic.sg for 
booking the details.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


