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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 27th September, 2017, at 7.00pm, in 
Hamsteels Community Centre, Western Avenue, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors K Duggan, R Makepeace, L McKendrick and D Robb 
and County Councillors D Bell, J Chaplow, M McGaun and A Simpson 

 
65. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor E Manning and County Councillor M Wilson.  
 
66. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
Councillor R Makepeace declared an interest in Minute No. 67 and withdrew from the meeting during 
consideration of the item.  
 
67. CO-OPTION OF MEMBERS 
 
Following the election in May, 2017, a number of seats had not been filled. The Council was able to 
fill these seats through the co-option process and expressions of interest had been sought from 
people who were interested in the role.  
 
Resolved: That Sandra Dawn Bottoms of 36 Hill View, Esh Winning be co-opted as a member of the 
Council. 
 
68. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
County councillors reported on the following items: 
 

▪ The County had been very successful in the Northumbria in Bloom awards with Durham being 
successful in the Small City category, Chester-le-Street in the Large Town category and 
Stanley in the Town category.   

▪ A number of recycling roadshows were being held across the County as part of National 
Recycle Week.  

▪ Household waste recycling centres would be changing to winter opening hours from 1 
October with Annfield Plain and Potterhouse Lane being open 9.00am to 3.30pm Monday to 
Sunday.  

▪ A number of people had been prosecuted for dropping litter.  All had been found guilty by 
Magistrates and fined £80 with costs of £130 and a victim surcharge of £30. 

▪ Three people had been sentenced after pleading guilty to selling counterfeit cigarettes 
following an investigation by Trading Standards. 

▪ Parking charges in Durham City would be changing from 2 October.  Charges would be rising 
at some sites but would generally be in line with inflation.  Contactless payment options were 
also being brought in to provide greater flexibility for motorists.  

▪ A new town council was to be created for Durham City following a ballot of local residents 
which showed support for the proposal.  Elections to the new council would take place in May 
2018.  

▪ A proposal in relation to the teaching assistants dispute had been agreed by the Council and 
was now with the unions to ballot their members.  

▪ A speed awareness campaign was planned as there was an increase in accidents in October 
each year.  The roads from Esh Winning to Ushaw Moor and Esh Winning to Cornsay Colliery 
were to be targeted in this area.  

 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
69. MINUTES 
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The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 27th July , 2017, were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman subject to the recording of apologies for absence being received 
from County Councillors McGaun and Simpson.  
 
70. MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
71. COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meetings of the Personnel Committee held on 17th August and 30th August 2017 
were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
 
72. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £445.00 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for September and work from 

home allowance. 
(ii) £61.20 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for September. 
(iii) £320.00 to Makepeace Landscapes in respect of grounds maintenance. 
(iv) £1,560.00 to BDO in respect of audit fees. 
(v) £95.00 to Cornsay Village Residents Association in respect of play areas. 
(vi) £811.20 to Durham County Council in respect of cleaning service. 
(vii) £98.70 to petty cash.  

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

  
(i) 27th Jul 2017 £ 245.00 Clerk’s wages    No. 955 
(ii) 27th Jul 2017 £ 924.00 Hamsteels Comm Assoc (projector) No. 956 
(iii) 27th Jul 2017 £ 76.64 HMRC     No. 957 
(iv) 27th Jul 2017 £ 35.00 ICO     No. 958 
(v) 27th Jul 2017 £ 235.00 Makepeace Landscapes  No. 959 
(vi) 27th Jul 2017 £ 110.02 Clerk (printer cartridges)   No. 960 
(vii) 9th Aug 2017 £ 72.00 DCC (HR advice) 
(viii) 30th Aug 2017 £ 244.80 Clerk’s wages    No. 992 
(ix) 30th Aug 2017 £ 47.60 HMRC     No. 993 
(x) 17th Aug 2017 £ 180.00 NEREO     No. 994 

 
(c) Annual Return 

 
The Annual Return had now been received from BDO, the external audit having been 
completed.  No matters had been raised. 
 
Resolved: That the Annual Return be noted.  

 
73. CORRESPONDENCE 

 
(a) Mid Durham AAP - Details of Dementia Friendly Communities Officer and creating 

dementia friendly communities. 
Resolved: That the Council would be interested in being 
involved in the project. 
 

(b) Mid Durham AAP - Details of Advice in County Durham network.  
Resolved: That options for delivering the project in the 
Community Centre be explored.  
  

(c) Durham Miners 
Association 

- Details received of opportunity to sponsor a seat in the 
Pitman’s Parliament with proceeds going towards the cost of 
restoration.  Seats cost £100 to sponsor. 
Resolved: That the Council express an interest in sponsoring 
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the seats for Cornsay and Hamsteels collieries.  
 

(d) Mid Durham AAP - Details of Durhamworks Environmental Taskforce. 
Resolved: That the Council does not wish to procure any 
environmental works through this project.  
 

(e) Brandon & Byshottles 
Parish Council 

- Request for details of flytipping hotspots to be forwarded to 
Durham County Council.  
Resolved: That details be provided as required.  

 
74. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

    
There were no planning applications for consideration. 
 
75. YOUTH SHELTER 
 
The Clerk advised that a cost was awaited from the supplier once the number of reusable roof panels 
had been confirmed. 
 
Resolved: That the information be noted.  
 
76. WESTERN AVENUE  - ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS 
 
The Chair reported that a site meeting had taken place with officers from Durham County Council to 
look at Planning, Highways and land ownership issues. 
 
It was unlikely that the pinchpoints would be removed as the County Council felt they were effective 
in slowing traffic.  Parking could be provided on the grassed area to the front of the community centre 
as this was Parish Council land and there was no objection in principle to the creation of a parking 
area on the former garage site.  One garage remained in situ and enquiries would be made to 
establish if it was still required and options for a lease of the site to the Parish Council would be 
investigated.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted. 
 
77. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
The summer holiday period had been very busy with a number of activity sessions for children being 
held.  Attendance had been variable but with many people being away over the six weeks this was 
somewhat expected. 
 
The trip to Whitby had been very well received and based on feedback further trips were being 
considered.  A number of people who had gone on the trip were not regular users of the community 
centre and it had provided an opportunity to show what was on and generate more interest.  
 
An autumn fair was to be held on Saturday 28th October with a Halloween family disco on the 
evening.  Tickets would be on sale shortly. A Macmillan Coffee Morning was taking place on 30th 
September. 
 
The Zenith Open Circle session which had started over the summer was being very well attended 
with 25-35 people attending the sessions.  
 
A new pilates sessions had just started and people were enjoying the activity.  
 
Discussions had taken place with a local artist who was interested in starting an art group which it 
was felt would be popular based on previous similar sessions. 
 
The community centre continued to be well used and the programme was still varied.  
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Financially, as the new building had reached 1 year old over the summer, a number of substantial 
bills had been received for items such as the intruder alarm contract and annual servicing of the 
heating system which would need to be accounted for in future years.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted. 
 
 
 

The Meeting closed at 7.50 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


