
Your Compelling Question goes here - Your question might present two 
prevailing perspectives about a historical event. You could also create a 
more general question that asks students about the relative success or 
failure of a particular movement. Whatever you decide, your question needs 
to have at least two equal sides that students could argue successfully. 

For the section below, think about what historical events students will need to 
successfully understand to complete the inquiry. It’s important to have at least two 
lessons. One might cover the main details or events relating to the topic. The second 
should cover different perspectives regarding the event, including primary sources. You 
can break these tasks up into more individualized lessons if necessary. You can also have 
students investigate other smaller historical questions about the time period. 



Inquiry Description:

In this inquiry, students investigate the story behind (historical event or person). As they 

complete this inquiry, students will learn more about the history of the (fill in the topic you’ll 
be discussing with students here). The inquiry invites students to think like historians as 
they tackle unresolved historical questions. They will ultimately write an essay in which they 
argue a point of view answering the unresolved compelling question. 

NOTE: This inquiry is expected to take (fill in the time required for students to 
complete this inquiry). The inquiry time frame could expand if teachers think their students 
need additional instructional experiences (i.e., supporting questions, formative performance 
tasks, and featured sources). Teachers are encouraged to adapt the inquiries in order to meet the 
needs and interests of their particular students. Resources can also be modified as necessary to 
meet individualized education programs (IEPs) or Section 504 Plans for students with 
disabilities.

Procedure for Formative Assessments: 

In addressing the compelling question “Your Compelling Question goes here” students 
will work through a series of supporting questions, formative performance tasks, and featured 
sources in order to construct an argument supported by evidence from a variety of sources. A 
key element of this inquiry is the students’ collection of evidence to support their final essay 

discussing historical event or person.  

With each of the formative tasks, have your students work through the information with the 
technique that works best for your classroom. I present task 1 directly and have the students 
answer the questions for homework. For task 2, the students read through with rotating partners, 
and write gist statements on the side of each paragraph. They then complete the timeline for 
homework. For the third task, the students work on through the primary sources in small groups, 

and we discuss the documents collectively at the end of class. You might need to edit this 
information depending on the tasks your design. 

● Introduce question  - collectively brainstorm at least two possible answers to question 
-

○ If students pick one side, they will still have to address the other in paragraph 5 
- the counter argument.

● Have students collectively brainstorm reasons that might support either side.  
Students can choose from the collective list (I’ll be writing this on the board) to set up 
their essays. More sophisticated students may be able to do this on their own, however, 
most students will be relying on some level of classroom discussion.  

● Have students choose which side they would like to argue for their essays. Have them 
pick the three main ideas that they will argue in their essays, and write them in the 
first section of the graphic organizer. Then, have them copy those reasons into the 
body paragraphs of their essays at the top of the box - in the area labeled “reason #.)

Procedure for Summative Assessments: 



Evidence Chart - (Your Compelling Question goes here)

Name ___________________________ Inquiry
Social Studies Period ______

Directions: With this section, you’re going to map the information that you will use to support the claim of 
your essay. You need to make sure that you choose information that actually supports your claim and your 
reason. 

Claim - Introduction - Paragraph 1

Answer the 

Compelling 

Question with 

your claim.  

Then, list three 

reasons that 

support your 

claim. Use your 

brainstorming 

chart for your 

reasons.  

Claim - 

Three reasons that support your claim

1.

2.

3.  

Evidence - Paragraph 2 

Here you will 

discuss your 

first reason.  

Draw from 

the 

documents 

provided to 

find your 

evidence.  

Make sure to 

cite your 

sources.    

Reason 1. _____________________________________________________________

1st piece of evidence ___________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

  
Citation: ______________________________

2nd piece of evidence ___________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Citation: ______________________________


