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O
labode George, an 
elder statesman and 
one-time national 
deputy chairman 

of the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP), has slammed the 
erstwhile acting chairman, 
Ali Modu Sheriff, over the 
crisis in the party allegedly 
stoked by Sheriff, advising 
him to find somewhere else to 
practise his political rascality.

George, who spoke with 
journalists at the Port Har-
court International Airport, 
Omagwa, at the weekend, 
described Sheriff as a politi-
cal jobber and an interloper 
while he held sway as the 

N
igerians appear 
to be getting in-
creasingly wary 
of the quality of 
healthcare they 

access at the health institu-
tions (both public and private) 
across the country. Even those 

who have not had any ugly 
encounter seem to develop 
goose pimples each time they 
have any cause to visit a hospi-
tal owing to scary stories they 
have heard about the below-
par treatment and general 
lackadaisical attitude of some 
health personnel towards 
their job. It may not be out of 
place to conclude that some 

Nigerians who seek medical 
care outside the country may 
have been pushed to do so by 
the gross display of negligence 
in many hospitals across the 
country.

In any society where little 
or no value is attached to hu-
man capital, dying or living 
does not make any meaning, 
especially to the government 

and its agencies that care or do 
nothing to ensure good health 
for the citizens and, by so do-
ing, preserve their lives.

It is understandable there-
fore, why in virtually all public 
health centres or hospitals, 
negligence are rather the norm 
than the exception. Doctors, 
nurses and sundry workers 
in these centres carry on as 

though patients are nuisance 
that have come to invade their 
privacy or comfort zone.

That a case is an emergency 
does not stop a nurse on shift 
from dashing out of her office 
when her time is up, even 
when no other nurse is in the 
office; nor does it stop a doctor 
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Costly negligence ...
from rushing out to attend to 
his private concerns only to 
return to the case too late to 
be needed.

When relatives and friends 
are told by doctors that death 
has taken their loved one 
after spending so much in 
several instances to keep such 
a person alive, many have no 
clue that some of such deaths 
are directly a result of profes-
sional negligence of those 
saddled with the responsibil-
ity of saving lives. Even at 
that, many people who have 
a proof that the death of their 
loved ones were caused by 
the negligence on the part of 
doctors and nurses are still 
hoping for justice.  The worst 
of it all is the insistence on full 
payment of medical bills of the 
dead even when the medical 
personnel are aware of who is 
responsible for the death.

These needless deaths 
occur due to either wrong 
administration of drugs to pa-
tients by health practitioners, 
delay in responding to patients 
in critical condition, which 
is particularly common with 
government-own hospitals, 
late arrival on duty of health 
personnel, unprofessional con-
ducts and general inefficiency. 
Some Nigerian doctors display 
attitudes that are short of the 
level of compassion expected 
of them by virtue of their 
calling.

Olabisi Akhile told BDSUN-
DAY that her road to sorrow 

Essien, who was two years old 
at the time.   

She said: “On the 9th of 
December 2015, I took my son 
who was 2 years and 5 months 
to the hospital for treatment. 
My child had been restless all 
night and had woken up weak 
and with a bit of yellowness in 
his eyes. We hurriedly left the 
house very early in the morn-
ing and got to the hospital a 
few minutes past 7am. They 
inserted a cannula, took his 
blood and immediately put 

him on intra-venous (IV) fluid.
“I asked the doctor why 

the infusion was being given 
and what drugs were being 
injected into the iv, since the 
results of the tests weren’t 
out yet, and my son wasn’t 
stooling or vomiting either. 
He murmured B-complex and 
walked away. About an hour 
later, the doctor walked back 
into the room and I asked him 
if the test results were out and 
what the results of the tests 
were, he said he would be back 

and walked out again. He kept 
coming in and going out of the 
room without telling me what 
the results were.”

She said these scenarios got 
her worried and she started to 
feel something was horribly 
wrong with her son; hence, 
the doctor avoided telling her 
what the results were.  She 
explained that the next time 
the doctor came into the room 
she demanded to know what 
the test results were and she 
was told it was acute malaria 

and that her son’s PCV was 
18percent and might be need-
ing blood transfusion.

 “A nurse came in and put 
in another iv fluid.  I asked 
her what it was and she said 
saline. The doctor came in and 
met the nurse and I talking. 
He explained that the saline 
would wash away the yel-
lowness from my son’s eyes. 
My son became very restless 
when the second iv fluid got 

due to doctor’s negligence 
started in March 7, 2012, when 
she was feeling strong labour 
pang about 11pm on that fate-
ful day but only to arrive at a 
private hospital somewhere in 
Ayobo, a sleepy community 
in Ipaja, Alimosho Local Gov-
ernment Area, Lagos State, to 
be told by the doctor who at-
tended to her that she would 
not be due for delivery until 
the next three days.

According to her, naively, 
she went back home still in 
great pain because she took 
the doctor’s word since he was 
a professional and she, having 
attended antenatal in the same 
hospital for six months be-
fore the unfortunate incident 
thought the medical person-
nel was in a better position 
to know the state of her baby. 

“My pain had increased. 
I knew something was not 
right. By 3 am, my labour pain 
became too strong for me to 
bear. I had to go to another 
hospital since I was in great 
pain. But by the time I deliv-
ered at this new hospital, the 
baby was already dead. That 
was how I lost my first baby,” 
she said.

 A pathetic instance
Lillian Obiageli Essien, 

another victim of medical 
negligence, narrates her ex-
perience in an interview with 
BDSUNDAY how one Chief 
Medical Director and owner 
of a hospital located at Ilogbo, 
Ojo Local Governor Area of 
Lagos State carelessly caused 
the death of her son, Shawn 

You’re an impostor, Bode George fires ...

chairman of the party.
According to the chief 

who was reacting to the Abu-
ja and Port Harcourt court 
rulings that sent the former 
chairman packing, Sheriff 
must have been hired to do a 
hatchet man’s job in the PDP.

George explained that the 
roles played by the sacked 
PDP boss were the height of 
political rascality in the party, 
explaining that the former 
leader did not know the cul-
ture, the norms and the laws 
of the PDP and therefore, did 
not know that the game was 
over since May 21, 2016 after 
the party’s convention in Port 
Harcourt.

He said: “I have advised 
him as a friend that the game 

was over and that he should 
start learning to play with 
his ground children because 
there was no room for such 
political rascality, but, he 
would not listen. The PDP 
is on ground and intact and 
the only party that has the 
colour of Nigeria. In the PDP, 
we have resilience, the norms, 
the laws and we have our 
Board of Trustees members 
intact. We have learnt our 
lessons because of the bloody 
defeat, we have not been 
knocked out; we are coming 
back.”

According to him, what 
happened to the PDP was like 
a flash in the pan and that 
wherever the confusion was 
coming from, would surely 
be defeated.

On the death of Ojo Ma-
duekwe, secretary of the 

party’s Board of Trustees 
(BoT), George described it as a 
colossal loss to the nation and 
the PDP in particular.

The late Maduekwe, he 
noted, worked with him as 
the secretary of the party 
when he was the national 
chairman of the party. He 
said he knew the late chief 
very well.

According to the elder 
statesman, Maduekwe was 
a diligent man who brought 
a touch of excellence on any 
given job as well as being a 
straight-forward man.

He called on the Federal 
Government to immortalise 
Maduekwe because of his 
great services to the nation 
and to humanity. Maduekwe 
was a minister of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria and an 
ambassador.Bode George Modu Sheriff
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OBINNA EMELIKE

It’s ultra-luxury experience at One&Only Resorts

I
t is obvious that Nigeria is experiencing economic down-
turn resulting in many people adjusting their expendi-
tures to the basic and very necessary things. Holiday 
abroad, especially this summer is affected, but Rochelle 
van Rosenveldt, director of sales for Africa, One&Only 

Resorts, explains why her brand is still affordable luxury for 
Nigerian even now.

While relaxing and appreciating the tranquil ambiance of 
Wheatbaker Hotel, Ikoyi, Lagos, Rochelle van Rosenveldt did 
not forget her mission in Nigeria. It is her first in the country 
and the director of sales for Africa, One&Only Resorts,  she 
is here to help woo Nigerians to the beautiful offering of 
One&Only Resorts and to help the hotel group position itself 
for a share of the local market.  Of course, the hotel group is 
a company seeking to redefine hospitality in the world. It 
consists of resorts set in some of the most beautiful locations 
in the world.

She reveals that each of One&Only Resort offers guests a 
distinctive style and personality borne of its local culture, a 
genuine hospitality and a lively energy that is unrivalled. 
“The resorts are ultra-luxury but not ‘buttoned-up,’ boring 
or staid. Properties include One&Only Reethi Rah in the 
Maldives, One&Only Le Saint Géran in Mauritius, One&Only 
Royal Mirage and One&Only The Palm in Dubai, One&Only 
Ocean Club in The Bahamas, One&Only Palmilla in Los 
Cabos, Mexico, One&Only Cape Town in South Africa, and 
the newest resort in the collection is One&Only Hayman 
Island in the heart of The Great Barrier Reef in Australia. 
One&Only also announced last November that the award-
winning Emirates Wolgan Valley Resort and Spa would be 
managed by One&Only in Q1 of this year, which we are very 
excited about.”

According to her,  there are three new One&Only resorts in 
development, in Sanya, Hainan, China; in Montenegro, which 
will be the first property for the collection in Europe, and in 
the city of Seef in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

And so observes that One&Only is seeking to redefine the 
hospitality business in Nigeria. Hence, she wants Nigerians 
to have a taste of the resort’s unique and exquisite offerings.

“Nigeria is a strategic market in Africa. One&Only caters 
to an international audience, attracting some of the most 
influential and interesting people in the world, while also 
reaching those who are a bit more aspirational. There is a 

including weddings and honeymoons. Also, in the near fu-
ture, we will also be looking at partnering with some major 
events in Nigeria.”

She discloses that One&Only is offering the Nigerian market 
out-of-this-world ultra-luxury. “We are continuously striving 
to ‘Blow Away Our Customers’ every day in order to remain 
one of the world’s leading resort brands. We are continuously 
innovating across the collection so guests can always discover 
something new at our resorts.”

But what distinguishes One&Only resorts from other hotel 
groups, according to her, is ultra-luxury ambience. “One&Only 
resorts are located in the world’s most magnificent locations 
and are designed to reflect the uniqueness of their sur-
roundings. Each ultra-luxury resort has an authentic sense 
of place, an unrivalled energy and each guest experience is 
individually crafted. One&Only is true to warm, personalised, 
thoughtful and attentive service, bespoke experiences tied 
celebrating the destination, stunning architecture and inte-
riors – all while creating memorable One&Only moments.”

One&Only also offers special packages for ultra-luxury 
weddings celebration and honeymoon. “All One&Only resorts 
have a specialised celebrations team to carefully handle wed-
dings and honeymoon details, thereby ensuring perfection. 
The locations of our One&Only resorts make One&Only the 
perfect place for such lifetime romantic events. Also, we are 
looking at partnering with a renowned wedding planner 
in Nigeria to vividly give Nigerians that special romantic 
package of a lifetime, and ensure we are providing a bespoke 
experience.”

Already, One&Only Cape Town is increasingly capturing 
the interest of Nigerians as the resort records a significant 
number of Nigerian guests year in and year out.

“We are coming to the market to ensure Nigerians have a 
taste of the One&Only collections across the globe. Our mis-
sion is simple. We want the One&Only brand to be the num-
ber one place to stay for Nigerians whenever they travel. We 
look forward to having more guests from the market discover 
One&Only”, she concludes while inviting Nigerians to experi-
ence any of the resorts’ outlets across the world this summer.

‘tribal’ aspect to these global citizens who appreciate that there 
is a difference between another resort or hotel stay and the 
One&Only experience”, she explains.

Of course, she is in Nigeria to begin the process of laying the 
foundation of showcasing the incredible world-renowned 
One&Only resorts to Nigerians as well as inviting them to 
come experience and relish the ultra-luxury experience, 
especially this summer.

“At the moment, we are working closely with our part-
ners, some high-end Nigerian travel agencies to package 
tailor-made One&Only experiences for the Nigerian market, 
ranging from family holidays to special romantic moments 
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Rivers’ economy bleeds as 
crisis, insecurity escalate

M
i l i t a n c y  i n 
t h e  N i g e r 
Delta region 
is  not only 
affecting Ni-

geria as a country, it is also 
doing incalculable damage 
to the economy of states in 
the South-South geo-political 
zone. 

Rivers State is now count-
ing lost opportunities in in-
vestments that have gone to 
its competitors since 2012 
when the state’s political crisis 
took a new turn. Its competi-
tors- Lagos, Abuja and near-
by state capitals may have 
grabbed the opportunities, 
BDSUNDAY can authorita-
tively report.

Top labour leaders who 
met in Port Harcourt at the 
long holidays to review the 
huge loss of jobs are said to 
have put the figure at over 
$20billion with job losses in 
thousands with stable polity 
and secure environments.

The bad image and busi-
ness exodus began in 2005 
when CEOs fled the city in the 
cult wars and militancy that 
drove away big businesses un-
til respite came from 2008 to 
2012 when the state launched 
a rehabilitation scheme for 
repentant gunmen and the 
federal amnesty followed. 
The gains were however, 
shattered in 2012 when the 
ruling party in the state split 
in the middle with violence 
as a new outcome.

The top labour leaders 
have pointed to the decision 
of the Dangote group to take 
their $17billion refinery/fer-
tilizer complex to Lagos as 
the biggest blow, saying it 
would naturally have come 
to Port Harcourt (Niger Delta 
headquarters) where the raw 
materials for the two plants 
would come from.

Some entrepreneurs and 
investors behind the N400bil-
lion ($1.6billion) dry dock proj-
ect being lobbied into Rivers 
State have grown weary over 
the impediments caused by 
the fierce squabbles in the 
state. The promoters of the 
project (NLNG) had planned 
to move it to Oshogbo before 
some business activists from 
Rivers State protested. Some 
big time investors began to 
bend towards Rivers in the 
dry dock project during a 

road-show, but insiders say 
some foot-dragging seemed to 
appear as violence and crime 
re-emerge.

The latest development is 
the enacting of new tax laws 
with expected clampdown on 
businesses as demand notices 
are being drafted in the womb 
of the government to soon 
begin to chase down investors 
already wearied by dwindling 
business and poor profit lead-
ing to daily sack of workers.

Some top investors are said 
to be making efforts to get 
Amaechi and Wike to reach 
rapprochement but no ray 
of hope has appeared so far 
as the fight seems headed to 
winner takes all. Analysts say 
it is about supremacy mixed 
in ego, leading to the race to 
a new political dynasty in 
the state after the Peter Odili 
platform had split into smith-
ereens. 

 The labour think-tank also 
pointed at the fast growth rate 
of Lekki near Lagos against the 
slow pace of the earmarked 
N800billion Greater Port Har-
court City. “Already many 
multinational companies, in-
cluding those in the Oil and 
Gas sector have divested their 
assets in Rivers State, relocat-
ed their head offices to Lagos 
or Abuja or scaled down their 
operations in Rivers State. 
Even many of our Rivers’ 
elites do not have their major 

investments in Rivers State”, 
a source in Labour disclosed 
after the review.

Labour leaders and busi-
ness moguls in the state said 
they are pained at the deter-
mination of the political gladi-
ators to fight to the end despite 
the steady destruction of the 
economy of the state which 
was bigger than five African 
countries put together when it 
had a state domestic product of 
$23billion with high per capita 
income over the national aver-
age at a time the state grossed 
an average of N30billion per 
month from both the federal 
allocation and internally gen-
erated revenue. Now, the state 
struggles with about N8billion 
from both.

 The labour leaders are 
said to be preparing an open 
appeal to the political leaders 
in the two major camps (APC 
and PDP) led by Chibuike 
Amaechi, a former governor 
of the state and now minister 
of Transport, and Nyesom 
Wike, current governor of 
Rivers State, who seem bent 
on a “mutually assured de-
struction” (MAD) mission. A 
top source told BDSUNDAY, 
“Each time I go to Lagos and 
Ogun states, I weep for my 
state. In 2001 when I was a 
young banker, I know how 
Lekki was. Today, Lekki has 
blossomed. In the same period, 
Port Harcourt has relatively 
not done well.” Many say the 

difference is that while Lagos 
invested, Rivers consumed, 
while Lagos stabilised, Rivers 
disintegrated in their political 
camps.

The labour experts seemed 
to reach same conclusion, 
thus, “Yet, each day, the ac-
tions of our leaders, chiefs, 
elders, and youths continue 
to scare investors away. It is 
disheartening to note that 
Rivers State is no longer the 
preferred investors’ destina-
tion in Nigeria in the Nigeria 
oil and gas sector”.

 The labour leaders also 
said they had made strenu-
ous efforts to stop the few 
big corporations still in the 
Garden City from relocating. 
“The performance of Rivers 
State on the World Bank 
Ease of Doing Business report 
is very abysmal. All these 
may have been complicated 
by the recent imposition of 
new taxes on the struggling 
businesses and residents of 
the Rivers State by the state 
government. Agreed that 
some of these new taxes 
may already be in operation 
in Lagos state, we think that 
what Rivers State needs most 
is making it competitive 
by providing the enabling 
environment for businesses 
to thrive so that our youths 
will find jobs and be mean-
ingfully engaged. Moreover 
a law that may be considered 
good in Lagos State may be 

counter-productive in Riv-
ers State, giving our peculiar 
situation,” according to an 
appeal that may soon get to 
the state’s chief executive, 
though not much is expected 
to come out of it.

The groups warn that with 
huge level of unemployment 
in Rivers State, many of the 
youth for want of what to do 
have become hangers-on in 
the ‘vineyard’ of the murky 
waters of Rivers State politics. 
They say they fear that if 
nothing is done quickly, Port 
Harcourt and other major cit-
ies in Rivers State would soon 
become like other bad cities!

The consensus in the busi-
ness community is that the 
leaders must find the courage 
to pursue peace and unity, 
forgive one another, create 
unity and development in the 
state because without peace, 
development would elude 
the state and without unity, 
Rivers would not speak with 
one voice as they interact 
with other stakeholders in the 
Nigerian project.

Labour is urging the politi-
cal leaders to make use of the 
window of concluding the 
elections in the coming weeks 
to give peace a chance.

According to the leaders, 
“The duty of the Rivers State 
government is to deliver good 
governance to the people. 
And that of the opposition is 
to question the government 

of the day and hold them ac-
countable to the public. How-
ever, when it is in the wider 
public interest that a problem 
is fixed, such as the current 
levels of insecurity in the state, 
unemployment and the loss 
of investor confidence we ex-
pect the state government to 
partner the opposition in the 
overall interest of the people 
of the state. More so, when 
the main opposition party in 
the state is the ruling party at 
the national level.”

The insiders also accused 
the youth of driving away in-
vestors, saying this alone had 
destroyed the famous Trans-
Amadi industrial zone. They 
said the youth had treated 
manufacturing concerns with 
iron hand on demands and 
when they cannot cope, they 
shut down.

They said: “Because of con-
stant harassment by the youth 
and demands for favours, and 
because these are manufac-
turing concerns, they easily 
give up. They have their Cor-
porate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) quite well, but their ma-
jor business is not to become 
a government, but just to pay 
taxes to government. Instead 
of the youth in Rivers State 
holding their government 
accountable, they swarm 
these companies with their 
demands. Then, these compa-
nies discovered that they can 
do business at a cheaper rate 
in Lagos, in Ogun, in Agbara-
Ota industrial estate, etc, they 
can do it at cheaper rate at 
Aba-Owerrinta area, and so 
they relocated. That’s why 
if you look at Port-Harcourt 
you don’t have manufacturing 
concerns, and it is manufac-
turing that employs people.”

Governor Wike has vowed 
to restore the state to a busi-
ness attraction zone but the 
investment blueprint since 
promised the business com-
munity is yet to be unveiled. 
Instead, the promise to har-
monise taxes has rather wit-
nessed new tax laws and 
clauses that seem to scare the 
business sector.

The governor has however, 
moved well on roads to create 
ease of movement in the state 
capital. He has also continued 
to donate patrol vans (130 so 
far) to the police and has also 
demolished houses believed 
to belong to cult kings, all to 
restore the confidence of the 
investors in the once invest-
ment destination of choice.
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…State loses over $20bn investments in 4 years; workers seek transfer out of the state; Dangote took 
$17bn Refinery/Fertilizer complex to Lekki instead of PH; big businesses move to Lagos, Abuja; new tax 
laws scare investors; N400bn Dry Dock shaky; moves to reconcile Amaechi, Wike still hazy
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As the curtain closes on Bukky Ajayi

I
n March 2016, when she was awarded the AMVCAs‘Merit 
Award, no one knew that was her last appearance on 
stage, when she was celebrated and got a standing ova-
tion from everyone present in the hall at the Eko hotel 
and suites. It was indeed a beautiful, heart rending 

closing to a brilliant and extraordinary cast spanning decades.
News of Bukky Ajayi’s death spread all over the country 

in a matter of minutes, and torrents of tributes pouring out 
for the amazing talent, thanks to social media and its way of 
being on top of every event and happenings. Reports had it 
that the one-time Christian who converted to Islam went to 
bed on the night of July 5 2016, full of life, never to wake again 
in the morning, and was buried later in the day according to 
Islamic rites.

Was it coincidence or was it her prayer to pass on one of the 
holy days of the Islamic calendar, the day of Eid al-Fitri, an 
important religious holiday celebrated by Muslims worldwide 
that marks the end of Ramadan, the Islamic holy month of 
fasting.  She was in the news recently on two separate occa-
sions; one was on Monday, February 2 precisely, when was 
hosted to an intimate celebration by her children to mark 
her 82 years on earth. 

MABEL DIMMA

And on March 6, 2016 the Veteran of the entertainment 
industry was very emotional when she received the ‘Merit’ 
Award at the last edition of Africa Magic Viewers Choice 
Awards, AMVCA. 

“I just want to say to all my friends and non-friends, thank 
you very much, you do not know how much this award means 
to me. If I have offended in one way or another, please find it 
in your heart to forgive me and if you think you have offended 
me, don’t worry I have forgiven you a long time ago.”

 “I am very happy from the bottom of my heart. I wish I 

could stand up. But if I stand up, I will fall down. Are you all 
standing for me? Thank you,” she said amid tears as she was 
wheeled to receive the award.  

The sincere speech coupled with an apology got everyone 
on their feet in order to show respect to the veteran and some 
in the audience could not help but also shed tears. Indeed it 
was an award well deserved a legend worth celebrating who 
has contributed immensely to the Nigerian movie industry.

Bukky Ajayi’s love for the theater started while she was a 
young girl, when her father used to take her to the cinemas. 
After studying in England, as a federal government scholar 
and staying abroad for six years, she returned home in 1965.

Her spoken English was impeccable and like music to the 
ears. On her return, she started working at Nigeria Televi-
sion Authority (NTA) as a presenter in 1966 and afterwards 
a presenter and then a news caster. She presented a couple 
of children’s programmes and Nigerian’s Sketches; a pro-
gramme which was all about Nigeria’s diverse culture.

She was transferred to Port Harcourt and back to Lagos 
later and it was at that time she started her acting career. In 
the 70s, she started with the ‘Village Headmaster’ as one of 
the cast. She later got a role in Amaka Igwe’s ‘Checkmate’, a 
Nigerian soap.

Shooting of ‘Critical Assignment’ an international film in 
South Africa is one of the highlights of her career.

Her popular movies include Majiyan, Orire ni Temi, Mother 

of George, Indecent Girl, Iya Oko Bournvita, Ori Olokun, 
Diamond Ring, witches, Thunderbolt among several thou-
sand others.
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P
resident Muham-
madu Buhari has 
once again won high 
points from the vola-
tile oil region this 

time for signing the $11.97bil-
lion coastal rail project that 
would run from Calabar in 
Cross River to Lagos through 
most of the towns in eastern 
Nigeria.

This comes after the high-
points of the flag-off of the 
Ogoni clean up and award of 
oil field (OML 15) to a commu-
nity-owned company, Belema 
Oil Nigeria Limited in the Kula 
areas of Rivers State where 
over 520 youths have just 
been employed.

Transportation Minister, 
Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi, 
who led the people of the 
state and region to the presi-
dent’s party (All Progressives 
Congress, APC), has also re-
ceived plaudits for saving 
N134.4billion by renegotiating 

the Coastal Rail project.
 The state party chairman, 

Davis Ikanya, in a statement 
in Port Harcourt, hailed Presi-
dent Buhari over his efforts 
to restore peace in the Niger 
Delta and for his determina-
tion to actualise the multi-
billion-dollar Lagos-Calabar 
coastal rail-line project.

The party noted that Bu-
hari did not only approve 
dialogue with Niger Delta 
militants but also recently 
met with stakeholders from 
the region in a bid to deepen 
his peace initiative.  

Ikanya said: “With these 
laudable steps, President Bu-
hari has demonstrated his sin-
cere and genuine concern and 
interest for the peace, eman-
cipation and development of 
the Niger Delta region. Just as 
he did in the case of the Ogoni 
clean-up exercise, he has by 
these two epochal acts once 
more vindicated our earlier 
declaration that he is a true 
son of the Niger Delta region.”

The boss said they were 
reassured that the President 
would keep his promise to 
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rebuild the oil region and ap-
pealed to the youth to toe the 
line of peace and allow the 

President to develop the region.
 The party also commend-

ed Amaechi, for once again, 

demonstrating sagacity and 
prudence by saving a whop-
ping sum of N134.4 billion 
(Using N168 to $1 as it was in 
2014 when the contract was 
first signed) for the nation by 
negotiating downwards the 
planned 1,402km coastal rail-
line project.

He said: “Amaechi has by 
this singular act demonstrated 
to the entire world that he 
utilised the resources of Rivers 
State prudently and wisely 
during his tenure as the gov-
ernor of Rivers State”.

The party commended 
Buhari for his assurance that 
funds will not stall or delay 
the completion of the project. 
“We therefore, urge the China 
Civil Engineering Construc-
tion Corporation (CCECC) to 
move to site and commence 
work as a matter of urgency 
so that this dream that will im-
prove both transportation and 
economic activities within 
this region could be quickly 
brought to life,” he said.

Buhari, Amaechi hailed in Rivers over 
$11.97bn coastal rail line project signing

Costly negligence ...
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half way and it seemed like 
he was trying hard to breathe. 
I asked the three nurses that 
came into the room if they had 
a nebulizer but they all didn’t 
seem to know what a nebu-
lizer was. They said I shouldn’t 
be scared that it’s the malaria 
parasite that was making him 
so restless. They kept assuring 
me that by the next morning, 
he would be just fine,” she 
narrated. 

According to her, immedi-
ately the second iv finished, the 
doctor came in and asked the 
nurse to insert the third, and 
that by this time, she noticed 
her son’s belly seemed like it 
was filled with water and his 
arms and feet had double their 
sizes.

“The doctor came in and 
said I should stop worrying that 
as long as my son was passing 
out urine, he was OK. The third 
iv finished and they put in a 
fourth. My son seemed to be 
finding it so hard to breathe. 
The doctor came in again and 
I asked him exactly what all 
the iv fluid was for. My child 
wasn’t stooling neither was 
he vomiting. I asked him if all 
the IV fluid wasn’t diluting my 
son’s 18 percent blood, since 
all the fluid is flowing through 
my son’s veins. He retorted 
‘ahn ahn’. ‘Are you a medical 
personnel’? ‘The drip cannot 
dilute your son’s blood’.

“He left the room immedi-
ately and less than a minute 

later a nurse came in and said 
the doctor asked her to take out 
the iv. At about 10.33pm, the 
doctor came into the room and 
I said ‘doctor, please help me. 
My baby isn’t getting any better 
and he replied ‘madam, pray to 
God to help you’. He said he has 
decided to transfer my son and 
wrote a referral letter for me to 
take him to another hospital. 
My son had started gasping for 
breath and his eyes seemed to 
have gone right into its sockets 
and looking even more yellow”.

She said when she even-
tually got into the Isolo Gen-
eral Hospital, at past midnight; 
the doctor that attended to 
her there was shocked after 
reading the referral letter and 
shouted ‘what kind of stupid 
doctor administered this medi-
cation on a child’ and immedi-
ately put the son on oxygen.

“My son passed away in 
my arms after about 2 minutes. 
Two weeks later I got a call from 
a certain doctor Vitalis. He said 
he was the owner and medical 
director of the hospital where 
my son was treated and that 
he was calling to apologise for 
the incompetence of his staff, 
which led to my son’s demise. 
He asked if I could send my 
address, so that he can come 
and apologise face to face and 
pay condolence. He came over 
a few days later, with a member 
of his staff called Jerry,” she said.

According to her, Doctor 
Vitalis then explained to her 
that on the day she brought 
her son to his hospital, he had 

a court case in Ijebu-Ode and 
left a certain doctor in charge 
and that this doctor he left had 
to go for Shiloh 2015 (Winners 
Chapel Church crusade) and in 
turn, invited a doctor friend of 
his, to come and take his place.

According to her, Vitalis 
explained to her that the doc-
tor who treated her son was 
not a doctor in his hospital 
but a friend to the doctor that 
was meant to be on call, and 
that with the explanations the 
nurse who called him knew his 
staff had messed up; and prom-
ised to bring the doctor who 
attended to her son to come 
and ‘apologize’ for his mistakes.

 “My husband asked him 
what the doctor’s name was 
and he claimed he didn’t know; 
that when he came back from 
Ijebu-Ode and heard the entire 
story of what happened he 
beat the hell out of the doctor 
and asked him never to come 
close to his hospital. He never 
brought the doctor to apologise.

When asked what her next 
step was, she said she would 
like the Medical Association of 
Nigeria (NMA) to investigate 
the Doctor Vitalis himself and 
his hospital, to avoid more lives 
being lost to either carelessness, 
negligence or a forged medical 
license/certificate, and also to 
avoid any human being pass-
ing through the emotional pain 
and trauma she was currently 
passing through due to the 
death of her only son.

 How my wife was killed at 
a teaching hospital

Chike Onugo, a private sec-
tor worker living in one of the 
middle class settlements in La-
gos, shared with BDSUNDAY 
his disheartening experience 
in one of the public hospitals in 
Lagos where he took his wife to 
on referral from a private hos-
pital which lacked the capacity 
to handle his wife’s case.

“When I arrived at the hos-
pital with my wife, Nkiru, in 
the company of our church pas-
tor, who drove us to the hospital 
in his Nissan Sunny car on a 
Tuesday afternoon, around 4 
pm, it was an incomprehensible 
jolt from a nagging nurse that 
greeted us,” Onugo recalled.

“Why are you bringing a 
patient on emergency to the 
hospital at this time of the day? 
What have you been doing 
since morning? Who is going 
to attend to you now?  I have 
closed for the day and there 
is no doctor here,” a visibly ar-
rogant, care-free nurse barked 
at us, as she committed herself 
packing her things, readying to 
get out of her office. And truly, 
she left.

“My wife who was literally 
lifeless was still inside the car 
while I went about knocking on 
any door on sight, requesting 
to see a doctor to attend to my 
dying wife.  From nowhere, a 
doctor came and without the 
usual time-wasting procedures, 
administered some drugs to 
my wife right inside the car 
because there was no bed for 
us in any of the wards.

“Like a miracle, my wife was 

revived and for the first time in 
about nine hours, she opened 
her eyes; started talking and 
even recognised me and our 
pastor. But she was very weak 
and needed rest and sleep on 
a bed. At last, around 9pm, 
somebody was discharged and 
a bed was given to us after the 
necessary payments. At this 
point, my pastor took his leave 
and went home.

“The doctor who attended 
to us left and from that time to 
the next morning, no doctor or 
nurse came to ask us why we 
were in their hospital.  And my 
wife who was now sufficiently 
conscious of her new environ-
ment asked me how we got to 
that hospital.  I told her to hold 
her peace that it would be a 
big story for her later. But that 
story was never told.

“When eventually a doctor 
came to see us around 9 am, he 
recommended series of tests 
which we did. My wife was 
diagnosed of anaemia and 
blood deficiency in her system. 
Her spleen was said to have 
been infected and needed to 
be removed through surgery,” 
Onugo said.

According to him, “Ours 
was a very young marriage, 
five years old with only two 
children who came at distant 
intervals. The idea of a surgery 
which we were told might 
affect the womb did not go 
down well with us, much as 
we wanted to save life first.  We 
communicated our concerns 
to the doctor who allayed our 

fears, assuring that they would 
use chemical methods to take 
care of the spleen problem.

“Though my wife was rela-
tively healthy, we did not want 
to leave the hospital because 
we did not want any stories. I 
took my annual leave and in-
vested my time and all to ensur-
ing that my wife was alright.

“Two weeks later, another 
test was conducted, but the 
result did not give us any relief. 
The doctor advised us to go for 
the surgery so that the woman 
would get on with her life. We 
agreed and communicated this 
to our respective families and 
the church who supported and 
prayed for us.”

Onugo further said: “Then 
came the fateful Tuesday, April 
12, the third Tuesday of our 
coming to the hospital. An 
elated Nkiru woke up earlier 
than I did and tapped me at the 
foot of her bed where I always 
slept. We took our bath, walked 
to the theatre, sat and waited 
our turn.  We prayed, chatted 
and prayed again, time without 
number. We also joked about 
her lurid looks now devoid of 
the charm that defined her 
supply skin and fine oval face 
with dimples, pointed nose and 
fluffy cheeks.  ‘Let them come 
and remove this thing from my 
stomach and in a matter of days 
I will give you back the looks 
with which I charmed you’, 
she said, tapping me gently on 
the cheek.

“Mrs Onugo, please come 

Continues on page 5
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Abakaliki lights up with Eberipapa 1 of Bayelsa
MABEL DIMMA

I 
think the first time I ever saw this creative mu-
sic artiste in action was on screen, performing 
the hit single ‘Kokoroko’ alongside late the 
late female gospel artist Kefee, the Branama 
Queen.

 I got to know ‘Timaya’ was his stage name and 
he’s both a singer and songwriter and has been a 
backup vocalist with Eedris Abdulkareem’s hip hop 
group which he later left.  Enetimi Alfred Odon has 
an interesting and sometimes controversial way 
about him, more especially about his relationships 
than about his music. 

Founder of South-South hip hop group, Dem 
Mama Soldiers recently wowed the crowd at Abaka-
liki with a super performance of some of his greatest 
hits at one of Legened’s Real Deal Experience shows.

 Timaya who gained further visibility and interna-
tional prominence through his third studio album 
De Rebirth brought the already exhilarated night to a 
close as lucky members of the audience went home 
with prizes from the Taste, Tell and Win promotion 
as well as the Real Deal Experience game show.

 “I expected energy from my Abakaliki fans but the 
vigor they came with shocked me. I have found a new 
love for Ebonyi people and I will always be grateful 
for the love they have for me. The performance was 
great,” Timaya gushed after his performance.

Timaya was appointed a Peace Ambassador by 
the Interreligious and International Federation for 
World Peace (IIFWP). Dr Hak Ja Haan Moon, co-
founder of the IIFWP, stated that he is “one of those 
individuals whose lives exemplify the ideal of living 
for the sake of others, and who dedicate themselves 
to practices which promote the founding ideals of 
the IIFWP.

Haan Moon’s postulation may not be too far from 
the fact that his first major hit record ‘Dem Mama’ in 
2006. In an interview posted in 2013, describing the 
song, Timaya said: “Dem Mama, was an account of 
the 1999 destruction of Odi, a River side community 
in Bayelsa State, where soldiers, while hunting down 
militants who were reported to have killed eight po-
licemen, sacked a whole community.The village was 
burnt down and numerous people killed. I bravely 
tackled the issue years later and won instant street 
credibility for my boldness.”

Speaking at the event, Oluseun Lawal, Brand 
Manager, said, “Legend Extra Stout has been visit-
ing different cities across Nigeria, giving stout lovers 
wonderful experiences with their favorite music 
stars coupled with chances to win great gifts from 
the various competitions. Timaya’s performance 

was amazing. Having him make a Real Deal Experi-
ence comeback was worth it!”

Timaya has weathered the stiff competition in the 
music industry with his versatile ability to perform 
different genres of music, such as Hip-hop, dance-
hall, raga, afro beat and afro hiphop.

An indigene of Odi community, in Bayelsa, he is 
one Nigerian musician that is not afraid of collabo-
rations. After he departed from the group, he began 
to record collaborations with fellow up-and-coming 
artistes and made his first cameo appearance in an 
unreleased music video by UDX, a Lagos-based rap 
group. He has sung along some of the best in the 
industry such as; Flavour, Terry G, Vector, Duncan 
Mighty, J Martins and others.
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News 

T
here are strong in-
dications that Tues-
day’s resumption of 
Senate may be post-
poned indefinitely 

over the forgery trial of Senate 
President Bukola Saraki and 
his deputy Ike Ekweremadu. 

The full trial of the Pre-
siding Officers of the Red 
Chamber alongside two top 
management staff of the Na-
tional Assembly over alleged 
forgery of the Senate Standing 
Orders 2015 (as amended) is 
set to commence at an Abuja 
High Court tomorrow. 

A senator, who spoke to 
BDSUNDAY on condition of 
anonymity, disclosed that 
if either Saraki or Ekwer-
emadu are not around to 
preside over the affairs of the 
Red Chamber, resumption of 
the legislative chamber will 
be postponed until they are 
available. 

It was gathered that a 
statement to this effect may 
be issued on Monday evening. 

“If the two Presiding Of-
ficers are not around, we will 
close the chamber until such 
a day one of them would be 
available,” a member of the 
Senate Like Minds vowed. 

According to the lawmak-

er, the Executive cannot force 
a leadership change in the 
hallowed chamber on the one 
hand and expect cooperation 
from federal legislators on the 
other hand.

He also ruled out the acti-
vation of President Pro-Tem-
pore as envisaged in Order 27 
of the Senate Rule. 

According to the Rule, ple-
nary would only hold with a 
Presiding Officer to guide the 
day’s proceedings. And in the 
absence of the two Presiding 
Officers - Saraki and Ekwer-
emadu - the Red Chamber 
can only sit if it appoints a 
President Pro-Tempore.

“I can conveniently tell 
you that we are ready for 
the executive this time. The 
matter is simple. They cannot 
have their cake and eat it. The 
executive believes that it can 
impose a Senate President on 
the House. It won’t happen. 
So, as far as the overwhelm-
ing majority of Senators are 
concerned, nothing like the 
appointment of Senate Presi-
dent Pro-Tempore will happen 
on the floor of this Senate,” 
he said.  

The quartet pleaded not 
guilty to the two counts of 
criminal conspiracy and forg-
ery preferred against them 
by the Federal Government 

last month. 
Saraki had consistently 

denied that he falsified par-
liamentary rules to get elect-
ed, maintaining that he was 
never a Presiding Officer in 
the 7th Senate and was never 
invited by the Police to give 
his own side of the story. 

The influential Nigeri-
an politician was charged 
with two counts of criminal 
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conspiracy and forgery and 
was in the dock alongside 
his deputy, Ike Ekweremadu, 
at an Abuja High Court. The 
outgoing clerk of the National 
Assembly, Salisu Maikasuwa, 
and his deputy, Benedict Efe-
turi, are also facing the same 
charges. 

The Federal Government 
had listed among its witnesses 
against Saraki, two aides of 

President Muhammadu Bu-
hari – Babafemi Ojudu and 
Ita Enang. 

Others listed as witnesses 
are Solomon Ewuga, Ahmed 
Lawan, Abdullahi Gumel, 
Kabiru Marafa, Gbenga Asha-
fa, Robert Borrofice, Abu Ibra-
him and Othman Hunkuyi. 

According to the charge 
sheet, the defendants “with 
fraudulent intent forged” 
parliamentary documents 
and used them to get Saraki 
and Ekweremadu elected in 
June last year.

Conviction carries a maxi-
mum of 14-year jail sentence. 

Justice Yusuf Halilu grant-
ed all four men bail and ad-
journed the case until July 11. 

As the faceoff between 
the two arms of government 
gathers steam, analysts say 
one thing the Senate President 
has going for him currently is 
his numerical strength, which 
has made it practically impos-
sible for him to be impeached. 
At the moment, the former 
Kwara Governor controls 87 
senators, representing 84per-
cent of the Red Chamber. Out 
of the 87 senators, 44 PDP 
lawmakers recently passed a 
vote of no confidence on Presi-
dent Buhari for ‘persecuting’ 
presiding officers of the upper 
chamber.  

Some pro-Saraki sena-
tors heading juicy commit-
tees include: Andy Uba (PDP, 
Public Accounts); Godswill 
Akpabio (PDP,  Minority 
Leader), Danjuma Goje (APC, 
Appropriations); John Enoh 
(PDP, Finance); Dino Melaye 
(APC, Federal Capital Terri-
tory); Shehu Sani (APC, Local 
and Foreign Debts); Peter 
Nwaboshi (PDP, Niger Delta); 
James Manager (PDP, Power); 
Kabiru Gaya (APC, Works); 
Bassey Akpan (PDP, Gas) and 
a host of others. 

This is even as 16 senators 
are behind President Buhari, 
a far cry of two-thirds major-
ity required by Section 50 (2) 
(c) of the 1999 Constitution to 
remove the Senate President. 
By implication, 73 senators are 
needed to activate Section 50 
(2) (c) of the Constitution. 

The pro-Buhari senators 
who are mostly members 
of the Senate Unity Forum 
include: Sola Adeyeye, Bala 
Ibn Na’Allah, Francis Alime-
khena, Suleiman Hunkuyi, 
Abubakar Kyari and Kabiru 
Marafa.

Others are: Adeola Ol-
amilekan, Binta Garba, Ali 
Wakili, Adesoji Akanbi, Sulai-
man Nazif, Yusuf Abubakar, 
Abubakar Garbai and Ovie 
Omo-Agege.

Alleged forgery: Senate may 
postpone Tuesday resumption 

in”, the doctor beckoned, stand-
ing on the theatre door post. 
Nkiru walked briskly away 
from where we were sitting 
and on reaching the door post, 
turned and waved with a sign 
of “I will return”. I rushed to 
the door, grabbed her hand, 
touched her head and prayed 
for her.

“Shortly after this, my pas-
tor who along with the en-
tire congregation had held a 
night vigil for us arrived at the 
hospital with some brethren. 
Just a few minutes after they 
came, the consultant surgeon 
who headed the team that 
conducted the surgery came 
out with a worried look and 
beckoned on me.

‘We are having challenges 
with your wife; she is bleeding 
and so we cannot continue 
with the operation. We need 
fresh blood which we don’t 
have here; you need to go to 
Island Hospital on Broad Street, 
Lagos Island, and get us five 
pints,’ he said, ordering me to 
be fast about it.

The fresh blood came, but 
as I found out later from one 

of the young doctors who was 
part of the team that carried 
out the operation, none of the 
five pints of blood was used be-
cause the bleeding did not stop 
as my wife’s blood did clot and 
that should have been detected 
before the operation started.

“Though I caused a stir and 
created a scene in the hospital 
when my wife was eventu-
ally brought out of the theatre, 
about six hours later, it did not 
change anything and that was 
how my five-year old marriage 

was terminated by the cruel 
knife of a care-free and neg-
ligent institution that breeds 
and harbours workers whose 
attachment to the subject of 
their calling leaves much to be 
desired.”

“Several years after, this 
ugly incident remains ever-
green in my mind and gives 
me goose pimples each time I 
have cause to talk or even think 
about it.  It is as disgusting as it 
is heart-rending that this has 
continued to happen till today, 

but nobody calls anybody to 
order. Indeed, nobody cares!  
in the stomach after operation”, 
he said.

 I got my life back after six 
months of wrong treatment

A female Lagos-based jour-
nalist recounted her sad experi-
ence when the result of a test 
conducted on her by a teaching 
hospital was swapped, result-
ing in six months treatment 
for tuberculosis she never had.

“From an early age, I have 
been a regular at the hospital 

Costly negligence ...
Continued from  page  4 for several reasons; the most 

sever being asthma, especially 
during the rainy season. As I 
grew up, reason for visiting the 
hospital changed to stomach 
ulcer with chronic pains. At 
a point I had to undergo an 
appendectomy but the pains 
only got worse. I later went in 
for another surgery; this time 
it was a removal of the entire 
gall bladder, during which I 
was informed that the appen-
dix was still there as it was not 
removed. I began to wonder 
what the surgeon removed 
a few years back. After this 
surgery my immune system 
became very low because 
of my body weight and the 
amount of medication I had to 
consume daily. A few months 
later, I went for a church pro-
gramme somewhere along 
Lagos-Ibadan expressway. The 
dust was so much; I developed 
a chest infection because of my 
low immune system. I returned 
to the hospital and had some 
X-rays and test done. The sur-
geon confirmed that my body 
could not fight the infection 
and it advanced into full blown 
pneumonia. I started taking 
medication as well as inhaling 

of nebulizer to fight the illness. 
At this point I was asked by 
my family to join them in Port 
Harcourt, Rivers State, which 
I did and even went down to 
the University of Port Harcourt 
Teaching Hospital (UPTH) to 
get a second opinion. I was not 
coughing, but I reacted to some 
form of smoke, smell, fumes 
and such.

“On the day of the X-ray, we 
all sat on a row and went in one 
after another. The slabs used 
for the X-ray were brought out 
and lined up outside the room; 
and it was picked by the tech-
nicians who were supposed to 
develop the films. At a point it 
was noticed that the slabs had 
not been tagged before they 
were picked up, when the 
issue was broached with the 
film developers, they said they 
knew the order in which the 
slabs were picked up.

“After a few weeks I went 
to pick up my result; I received 
the shock of my life as the 
test result said I had ‘Assumed 
Pulmonary Tuberculosis.’ I 
was short of words, as I was 
directed to the pharmacy to 

Continues on page  6

Bukola Saraki
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Dora Akunyili

P
rof. Dora Nkem 
Akunyili (OFR) 
w a s  b o r n  i n 
Makurdi, Benue 
State (Nigeria) on 

July 14, 1954 to Chief & Mrs 
Paul Young Edemobi. Aku-
nyili was an internationally 

renowned pharmacist, phar-
macologist, erudite scholar, 
seasoned administrator, and 
a visionary leader. 

Her educational career 
started with her passing 
the First School Leaving 
Certificate in 1966, and the 

Masters Candidates. She died 
in an India hospital on June 
7, 2014, after a long battle 
with Cancer. Dora Akunyili 

was married to Dr. J.C. Aku-
nyili, a medical practitioner 
and they are blessed with 
six children. 

West African School Certifi-
cate (W.A.S.C.)  in 1973 (both 
in Nigeria), which earned 
her the Eastern Nigerian 
Government Post Primary 
Scholarship and the Fed-
eral Government of Nigeria 
Undergraduate Scholarship 
respectively. 

She got her B.Pharm 
(Hons) in 1978 and PhD in 
1985, both at the University 
of Nigeria Nsukka (UNN). 
Prof. Akunyili won the 
best student award in the 
school of Pharmacy in her 
very first year in the school 
and the Vice Chancellor’s 
Postgraduate and Research 
Leadership prize in Faculty 
of Pharmaceutical Sciences 
for 1984/85 and 1985/86 
academic Sessions. She was 
promoted to the rank of Pro-
fessor of Pharmacology in 
October, 2000 by the same 
University. 

Prof. Dora Akunyili was 
appointed Director General 
of the National Agency for 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion and Control (NAFDAC), 
from April 2001-2008. Here 
she recorded outstanding 
success. Prior to her appoint-
ment, food and drug regula-
tion in Nigeria was chaotic. 

All manner of adulterated, 
fake and substandard food 
and drugs were dumped 
into Nigeria resulting in over 
60 percent of fake drugs in 
circulation.  From December 
2008 – December 2010, she 
worked as the Honourable 
Minister of Information and 
Communications until she 
resigned to run for election 
as Senator for Anambra Cen-
tral under the platform of 
the All Progressive Grand Al-
liance  (APGA )in April 2011 
but was defeated by Chris 
Ngige of the defunt Action 
Congress of Nigeria (ACN). 
She was also a delegate at the 
2014 National Conference. 

 For her industry and 
commitment to the values 
of honesty, transparency 
and selfless service, Prof. 
Akunyili has received over 
six hundred Awards and 
Recognitions locally and 
internationally. As a Scien-
tist and a Scholar, she has 
presented over 600 papers 
delivered in various Local 
and International Confer-
ences, published 4 books and 
written scientific articles 
published in 37 local and 
international journals. She 
also supervised PhD and 

Osaze Odemwingie

P
eter Osaze Odem-
wingie grew up in 
Russia and Nigeria 
and began his career 

with Bendel Insurance in the 
Nigeria Premier League. He 
then earned a move to Euro-
pean football with Belgian 
side La Louvière where he 
spent three seasons before 
moving to French side Lille. 
Odemwingie scored 26 goals 
for Lille which prompted 
Lokomotiv Moscow to pay a 
fee of £10 million for his ser-
vices in July 2007. He scored 
23 times in three-and-a-half 
years for Lokomotiv be-
fore leaving for English side 
West Bromwich Albion in 
August 2010. He scored 30 
Premier League goals for 
the Baggies which won him 
three Premier League Player 
of the Month awards.

Odemwingie was born 
on July 15, 1981, in Tashkent, 
Uzbek SSR, Soviet Union 
to a Nigerian father (Pe-
ter Odemwingie Sr.) and 
a Russian mother (Raisa), 
both of whom were med-

ical students. He moved 
with his family to Nigeria 
when he was two years old 
before returning to Rus-
sia to complete his second-
ary education.Whilst living 
in Russia he played in the 
youth teams at KAMAZ 
and CSKA Moscow. At the 
age of 17 he moved back to 
Nigeria and after spending 
a short time with amateurs 
AS Racines Lagos he became 
a professional with Nigeria 
Premier League side Bendel 
Insurance, where he scored 
19 goals in 53 league appear-
ances from 2000 to 2002.

Odemwingie chose to 
represent Nigeria where his 
father was born. His first 
match came as a substitute 
in a 3–0 victory over Kenya 
on 4 May 2002. He scored 
his first goal in the 2004 Na-
tions cup qualifying match 
against Angola. In the finals, 
he scored in the 80th and 
82nd minute against South 
Africa. At the 2006 Africa 
Cup of Nations, he played in 
the semi-final as the Super 

Eagles lost to Côte d’Ivoire 
1–0. He was also included to 
play for Nigeria in the 2008 
Africa Cup of Nations.

In 2008, Odemwingie 
was selected as an over-age 
player for the Super Eagles’ 
Olympic squad, scoring in 
the quarter-final against 

Côte d’Ivoire as the team 
earned the silver medal after 
losing the final to defending 
champions Argentina. He 
captained the team for the 
2010 Africa Cup of Nations. 
Odemwingie was selected 
for the Nigeria squad for the 
2010 FIFA World Cup. 

Of a truth, few Nigerians are exemplary like Dr. Dora Akunyili in terms of patriotism and dedication 
to service. In her desperate attempt to contribute to a new Nigeria and to obey the call to serve her 
fatherland, she rose from her sick bed to participate in the 2014 National Conference held in Abuja in 
spite of her deteriorating health condition. She lives on the hearts of so many Nigerian.   



R-L: Oluwaseun Omotosho, manager, mobile financial services, Adia Sowho, director, digital business, 
both of Etisalat Nigeria; Aaron Ukodie, convener, eWorld Forum 2016; Oluseyi Osunsedo, Etisalat 
Nigeria’s head, environment compliance & public relations, and Chineze Amanfo, manager, public 
relations, at the eWorld Forum 2016 sponsored by Etisalat Nigeria in partnership with eWorld Magazine 
in Lagos recently.

L-R: Doyin Odumirin, president of Women of Honour, Redeemed Christian Church of God, Victory 
Chapel (LP 21) Magodo; Aduke Gold, Gospel artiste; Bisi Olowoyo, assistant Pastor-in-Charge of 
Province, with his wife and Host Pastor, Aderonke Olowoyo, at Tehila Praise Event of the Chapel’s 
Women of Honour Convention 2016, in Lagos. 

Ahmed Aminu-Galadima, acting executive secretary, Petroleum Technology Development Fund (PTDF), 
(2nd-r), signing a memorandum of understanding beteween PTDF and The French Embassy in Abuja. 
with him from (l): Rabiáh Waziri-Adamu, head of education and training, PTDF; Armaud Dornon, head 
of cooperation and cultural affairs, French Embassy, and Tanimu Ahmed, head of legal, PTDF.

L-R: Olayinka Amuwo, category manager, Seaman’s Schnapps; Brajesh Kumar, general manager,  
marketing, Gibson Akiojano, national sales manager, and SonjitDey general manager Supply Chain, 
all of Grand Oak Limited as Seaman’s reaffirmed No 1 Schnapps of the decade while Lord’s Dry Gin 
bags the most outstanding brand of the year during Marketing Edge brands & advertising excellence 
award in Lagos.

Tumi Sekoni, vice president and divisional head, business development and marketing, FMDQ OTC 
Securities Exchange, (l), speaking at a sensitisation forum on the newly Launched Naira-Settled OTC 
FX Futures Market, in Lagos.

L-R: Mallam Ibrahim Mohammad, President, Nigeria School Sports Federation; Adeola Adetunji, 
Managing Director, Coca-Cola Nigeria; Deji Tinubu, Special Adviser to the Lagos Governor on Sports/
Chairman Lagos State Sports Commission (LSSC); and Barrister Seyi Akinwunmi, Vice-President 1, 
Nigeria Football Federation (NFF) during the COPA Coca-Cola Grand Finale which held at Onikan 
Stadium Lagos. Pic by Pius Okeosisi
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L-R: Ama Author, Life Coach and Educationist, Los Angelis; Alice Okoliko, Trustee, Centre for Destitute 
Empowerment International; Peter Armand Boyo, Actor and Director; Samson Okoliko, founder,  Centre 
for Destitute Empowerment International, and Prosper Egeonu, founder/CEO, Swagg News Africa, , 
at donation of N250,000.00 Cheque  by a philanthropist, Olambiwonnu and presented  to the  Centre 
for Destitute Empowerment International, by Ama Author and Peter Armand Boyo in Lagos.

L-R: Judith Nwabia, Exceptional young Christain Women Award winner; Adebisi Olowoyo, RCCG, 
Victory Chapel My Father House Magodo and Marjorie Esomowei, founder Wise Women Awards. at 
the 4th Wise women Awards Nigeria in Lagos. 

PhotoNews
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On the edge of the desert

A
t 100 kilometers per hour, the Toyota 
Land Cruiser GXR V6 seems crawling 
on the smooth six-lane Sheik Zayed 
Road. The driver, who pays less atten-
tion to his front, bothers himself with 

the adventure ahead of his passengers.  With eyes 
half fixed on the road, hands barely on the starring, 
his mind is with the expectant occupants of the 
Sport Utility Vehicle (SUV), who he often look back 
to cheer amidst thrilling stories of dessert safari.

“Who among you have experienced bungee jump-
ing or skydiving”, Mervyn Dabare, the Sri Lankan-
born driver and guide, asks the passengers who 
did not respond for lack of such adrenalin-packed 
experiences.  Thrilled by the expected response he 
explains: “We are going for a 10-kilometer mind-
blowing ride on sand dunes that will make you feel 
the pulse and life in the dry desert”.

After a 35-minute drive from Downtown Dubai, 
the SUV veers off the highway to an imposing rough-
looking iron gate that tells less about the scenes 
happening behind it.

As the gate opens, it unveils a land expanse of 
desert sand dunes covering over 65 acres. “Welcome 
to Arabian Adventures Desert Safari”, our driver 
and tour guide says while heading to an automated 
pressure pump to reduce pressure of each if the four 
tyres of the SUV to 70 psi to ensure they do not  get 
off the vehicle while bashing the desert sand dunes 
at between 100 to 300 feet.

But the many SUV waiting to reduce their tyre 
pressure tell how popular the desert safari has be-
come in recent time to visitors to Dubai.

Like the pilot, he warns passengers to wear the 
seat belts, which some ignored.  But after driving 
about 200 meters into the desert and increasing to 
40 kilometers, the recommended speed, those with-
out seat belts had rough contacts with the opposite 
seats and some parts of the vehicle because of the 
swift movement, forceful forward and backwards 
thrusting of the vehicle while maneuvering the 
resisting desert sand dunes. The experience is bet-
ter felt that explained as the violent maneuvering 
keeps the heart panting, the mind skipping and the 
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slow their fast breath end up throwing the water 
in one corner of the vehicle because the persisting 
undulating movement of the vehicle on the sand 
dunes, though in sporty manner.

“Friends it is for a few kilometers, enjoy it while 
it lasts”, the driver and guide urges. While the SUV 
moves swiftly against desert’s undulating landscape, 
it raises fast spreading dust that impaired visibility. 
When it clears, you can see the many SUV that dot 
the several kilometers sand dune bashing route like 
a car rally fiesta.

On getting to the 8th kilometer, the driver stops 
and park for the passengers to catch their breath, 
take pictures and mingle. Other drivers also park, 
littering the place with over 50 Toyota Land Cruiser 
GXR V6. Over 200 adventure seekers litter the desert 
dunes for beautiful photo shots, light refreshment 
and networking. Some even promise themselves not 
to enter the vehicle again immediately it stops for 
rest and photo session, but it is even more dreadful 
to walk on the dessert, an endless sand dune. There 
is a helicopter hovering around, to ensure visitors 
are given fast attention during emergency, which 
often occur during dune bashing ride.

“Arabian Adventures has the capacity of hosting 
from two to 5,000 guests per day on the desert dune 
bashing ride”, the driver says.

At this point, some passengers engage their calcula-
tors. Having paid $100, (about AED360) multiplying 
the amount with 5,000 visitors per day means a 
lot. But the experience is worth more the money 
because it also covers watching exciting Falcon 
Play, Carmel Ride and an ultimate desert safari Belly 
Dance show. But those experiences are for another 
day because of their spectacular excitement.

Well, if you have the means to visit Dubai this 
summer, try the desert safari and experience an 
adrenalin-packed ride on sand dunes. It will enthrall 
you!

 

whole body shrinking.
Both ladies and guys in the vehicle were all shout-

ing for safety, calling on the driver to stop, especially 
on climbing a 250-feet sand dune. But the shouting 
for the driver confirms the passengers are having 
fun and also encourages him to accelerate further. 
A lady even throw up, but the adrenalin rush, the 
swift movement and mind skipping sensation of 
the safari ride did not allow other passengers to see 
to her plight. Some  who wanted water desperately 



News 

T
he Lagos Bishopric 
Headquarter of Church 
of God Mission Interna-
tional (CGMI), in reach-

ing out and expanding the 
kingdom through education, 
has awarded scholarships to 
seven students at the July edi-
tion of its monthly programme, 
Daybreak Lagos.

The s cholarship pro-

CGMI rewards students with scholarships
SALAU SEYI JOHN

Costly negligence ...
Continued from  page  5

collect the first dose of my 
medication. Blood samples 
were taken for HIV test (which 
they ran severally), as well as 
sputum. I took the medication 
for six months (enduring the 
stigma of having such an ill-
ness) before heading back to 
Lagos,” she told BDSUNDAY.

According to her, “At the 
sixth month, I went back to 
the initial hospital, a private 
clinic at Dolphin Estate where 
I had the surgery and previous 
diagnosis with the X-ray result 
from UPTH. When I saw the 
surgeon doctor who ran the 
hospital the first question he 
asked was if I was coughing, 
I answered in the negative. 
He asked if a particular test 
was done, I answered in the 
negative. He then ordered the 
test done as well as another 
X-ray. When the results came 
out, the tuberculosis test was 
very negative. It was then 
discovered that the X-ray I 
was given at UPTH was not 
mine (it was swapped in er-
ror) as the chest infection was 
on the right side, meanwhile 
the previous X-rays taken 
when it was chest infection 
and later pneumonia, was on 
the left side of the chest. After 
six months of wrong diagnosis 
and treatment, I finally got 
back my life but at what cost?”

 More sad experiences
Kennedy Irabor, a photog-

rapher and owner of KEN-
ROCK studios in Ikeja, Lagos 
State, told BDSUNDAY amid 
tears his ordeals in the hands 
of doctors who he said ren-
dered him useless and left him 
unattended to.

“I was knocked down by a 
car one morning while I was 
riding my bicycle. The knee 
injury I sustained was a minor 
one and I even drove myself 
to the hospital later in the 
day. I was surprised when the 
doctor told me I was going to 
undergo a surgery. I agreed not 
knowing that they were going 
to use me for experiment,” 
Irabor began.

“After conducting the first 
surgery, they told me some-
thing went wrong and they 
needed to conduct another. At 

the end of it all, I underwent 
six surgeries and stayed in the 
hospital for over two years. 
When the doctors have had 
their fill, they just abandoned 
me. They just damaged my 
entire life; I can no longer work 
and have to rely on few friends 
and concerned Nigerians who 
have taken it upon themselves 
to help me because my wife 
deserted me when the prob-
lem lingered,” he said sadly.

Vera Maduekwe, a busi-
nesswoman in Akwa Ibom 
State, said she was furious 
when a month after undergo-
ing surgery she learnt that 
the doctors forgot cotton wool 
inside her stomach.

“Last year, I had this excru-
ciating abdominal pain and af-
ter a scan was conducted, I was 
told my appendix was infected 
and needed to be removed.  
More than three weeks after 
the surgery, I was back in 
the hospital because I felt 
something moving inside my 
stomach. You cannot imagine 
how shocked I was when after 
a scan, they told me casually 
that cotton wool was inside 
my stomach and they needed 
to conduct another surgery! 
After venting my anger on 
the doctors, they apologized. 
In the end, another surgery 
was conducted and the cotton 
wool removed.

Joy Amadi, a student of 
University of Port Harcourt 
said: “I was feeling feverish one 
Tuesday, so my mother rushed 
me to the hospital. The test 
confirmed that I had malaria 
and medications were admin-
istered. The following day, my 
body began to change and 
before I knew what was hap-
pening, it started swelling up. 
I went back to the hospital and 
it was discovered that I was re-
acting to one of the drugs they 
prescribed for me- FANSIDER. 
I could not understand what 
happened. Was the doctor 
blind? Because it was boldly 
written on my hospital file that 
I react to SULPHUR drugs. For 
several weeks; I had my body 
cleaned because I could not 
take my bath since my body 
was peeling. I was admitted in 
the hospital and spent almost 
a month there before I was 

discharged.”
Chioma Amuchie said: “My 

thirteen year old daughter 
was vomiting during a church 
programme so I quickly rushed 
her to a nearby general hospi-
tal in Lagos. Thirty minutes 
after we got there, they were 
yet to attend to my daughter 
despite the fact that she was 
writhing in serious pain occa-
sioned by the abdominal pain. 
When she eventually saw the 
doctor, she was given pain-
relieving tablets rather than 
administering medication 
that could check her incessant 
vomiting. I was not satisfied 
with the way she was handled 
so I rushed her to our family 
doctor who checked through 
the tablets and noticed that 
not even a single tablet which 
could stop the vomiting was 
added. A family doctor, who 
works with a teaching hospi-
tal, warned that even if the 
drugs were given at a teach-
ing hospital, the genuineness 
could not be guaranteed these 
days as most hospitals circum-
vent the right process of sourc-
ing their drugs by contracting 

the purchase out to persons 
who are not pharmacists. The 
doctor advised me to always 
source my drugs from regis-
tered and reliable pharmacies 
and not depend on “chalks” 
allegedly being dispensed at 
many public hospitals.”

 A d a n a  N n ab u g o ,  a 
200-level student of Abia State 
Polytechnic, who lost her Dad 
due to medical negligence, 
told BDSUNDAY how it all 
happened.

“My Dad fell into coma and 
was rushed to the hospital. 
When we succeeded in get-
ting him to a general hospital, 
he was not given the urgent 
attention that his case required 
at the emergency unit. After 
a long while, he was moved 
into a room where we had 
to wait for a doctor to come 
and check him up. When a 
doctor eventually came, he 
just walked straight to where 
my dad was, looked at his file 
and seeing he was diabetic, 
he just injected him insulin. I 
politely asked him if he was 
not going to check what was 
wrong with my Dad before 

administering any medication 
and in response he asked me if 
I was going to teach him his job. 
Immediately, he gave my Dad 
the injection, it went straight 
to his heart and my dad died. 
The painful part is that the 
doctor refused to accept he 
was wrong. He kept saying 
that my dad was almost dead 
on arrival and as such there 
was little he could do to save 
his life. Although, I learnt that 
the doctor was supposed to 
check my Dad’s blood sugar 
level to ascertain first before 
giving him any drug and that 
insulin was the wrong drug to 
administer at that time.

Some possible reasons be-
hind the negligence

BDSUNDAY’s checks re-
vealed that some of the acts 
of negligence are direct con-
sequence of frustration, too 
much pressure, lack of job sat-
isfaction, among many other 
factors. It was also discovered 
that some unhealthy rivalry 
between medical doctors and 
nurses also fuel negligence 
in both public and private 
hospitals.

Ayo Adebisi, a lecturer 
with a polytechnic, told 
BDSUNDAY that he witnessed 
firsthand a hot quarrel and ar-
gument between a doctor and 
nurse who were on duty on a 
day he took his sick mother to 
a public hospital.

“My ageing mother was 
referred to a public hospital 
for further treatment. When 
we got there the nurse on duty 
appeared too overwhelmed by 
the number of people wait-
ing to see the doctor. When 
I called her attention to take 
my mother’s vitals, she flared 
up, it was a transferred ag-
gression. And she continued 
to raise her voice which at-
tracted other nurses and the 
doctor on duty. The doctor 
was trying to calm her down 
when she railed at the young 
doctor, telling him how he 
was less-qualified than she is. 
She said the doctor would not 
have been able to talk to her 
if she had pursued her career 
as a medical doctor. It took a 
while before she calmed down 
and you can imagine the level 
of productively of a frustrated 
nurse who blames every other 
person for her limitation in 
life,” Adebisi narrated.

Other observers point to 
dilapidated infrastructure in 
hospitals and the general un-
favourable working environ-
ment as contributing factors to 
the rising cases of negligence 
in hospitals. Yet, some others 
blame it on a small number of 
personnel attending to numer-
ous patients.

Adebisi, also said it was 
possible that the rising cases 
of abandoned cotton wool, 
gloves, forceps, etc inside a 
patient’s womb after opera-
tion could be linked to doctors 
being in a haste to attend to 
numerous other patients on 
queue.

“If you go to these hospitals, 
you will notice that the doc-
tors are over-worked. Some of 
them perform more number 
of operations that they should 
in a day. Every patient wants 
to be attended to quickly and 
in the process we hear cases of 
cotton wool, napkins, gloves, 
etc being left in the stomach 
after operation,” he said.

gramme known as ‘Daybreak 
Scholarship’ was awarded to 
students who passed the en-
trance examination organised 
earlier in the year. According to 
the chairman, Daybreak Schol-
arship, Okoro Sokoh, the exam 
was set according to national 
standards and was examined 
by reputable teachers in Lagos.

Sokoh explained that the 
scholarship comes in three cat-
egories: full scholarship which 

JSS 1-3 and SSS 1-3 categories 
would attend any school of their 
choice.  The following students 
emerged winners: Wisdom 
Elosiuba, winner of the full 
scholarship; Chinedu Favour 
Great, Abhulimen Peculiar, 
Okonudo Esther, winners of the 
JSS 1-3 scholarship and Ogiye 
Divine Precious, Okorie Victory, 
Oyegoke Oluwabukunmi, win-
ners of the SSS 1-3 scholarship.

While presenting the schol-

arship to winners, the presiding 
Bishop of CGMI Lagos, Bishop 
Matthew Egwowa, congratu-
lated the students on their 
success and encouraged every 
student present to always take 
advantage of such opportu-
nities which would benefit 
them and their parents. He also 
commended the Daybreak 
Scholarship committee for put-
ting together the scholarship 
programme.

covers payment of schools fees, 
books and uniform from Junior 
Secondary School One (JSS 1) to 
Senior Secondary School Three 

(SSS 3) at Mandate Private Col-
lege, scholarship for JSS 1-3 
and scholarship for SSS 1-3. 
He added that students in the 
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An encounter with nature at Nike

H
e keeps imagining how relaxed and playful 
he is with the local fisherman that paddles 
pleasurable on the lake. Though he did not 
understand the fisherman’s language, he 
feels the rhythmic current of the lake, the 

smiles on the face of his host and the gestures from 
visitors relishing on fresh air at the bank of the lake.

“Whao, what a summer at home,” the corporate ex-
ecutive who used to enjoy summer abroad, exclaims as 
he reclines into a swimming pool bench.

Yes, that was a wonderful holiday at home with less 
stress, less travel wears and tears, more money in his 
pocket and most importantly a renewed spirit and 
strength to face his official responsibilities.

Perhaps, you should look inwards this time like the 
corporate executive, save your hard earned money and 
settle for some breathtaking home-groomed excite-
ments in here. 

Bet, the wonders and breathtaking views in Nike 
Lake Resort will beat your imaginations and pamper 
you to a pleasurable relaxation typical of resorts of its 
like over the world.

A few metres before getting to the resort, you will 
behold with great awe the natural lake stretching over 
three kilometres with its incredible and rare aquatic 
population.

On getting closer, a look into the mud colour lake 
water mirrors not just your true self, but also the whole 
essence of leisure. A deep of your feet into the water 
(though with caution), which chills all day long, will 
cool off the heat and stretch worn-out body tissues. 

For a grand summer holiday experience, paddling 
on the lake is one thing that will take your mind away 
from the cares of this life and make your visit memo-
rable. Besides, it makes you feel good and sooth the 
already aching body and nerves induce by the much 
pressure of work, very tight business schedules and 
bustle and hustle of metropolitan life.

Like a sort-of confluence, a V shape point on the lake 
seems to connect bold leisure seekers to another point 
of the lake that flows towards the hinterland of the 
Agbakpa-Nike community. From there, you will see 
some local fishermen prohibited from fishing on the 
side of the resort looking for fish to catch, sell or make 
their soap pot richer.

The vast lush gardens comprising children’s park, 
soccer field and picnic area will also indulge you.

OBINNA EMELIKE

7
    BUSINESSDAY | www.businessdayonline.com | Sunday  10  July   2016

It’s really not yet late, but you can still discover this 
very accessible lake yourself this summer. And it might 
interest you because the ground on which the hotel is 
built is rich with history: it was used as the headquar-
ters of the Igbos during the tragic civil war.

Besides, a curious leisure buff cannot wait enough 

to relish on the freshness and hospitality of its rural 
Agbakpa-Nike setting that is more than imbued with 
lush and natural landscape that epitomises eco-tourism 
in every ramification.

Having enjoyed an environment that offers breath-
taking views in secure and tranquil setting, you retire 
into one of the resort’s 210 well-appointed rand taste-
fully furnished rooms, suitable for all taste and budget.

All rooms in the resort, now managed by African 
Sun, overlook the well-manicured gardens or the lake 
and each room provides the comfort and luxury that 
is expected from an international 3-star hotel.

The hotel management invites you to dine at the Lake 
View Restaurant sitting over 200 guests. It’s a sight to 
behold and one that will induce one’s appetite.

With an in-house physiotherapist, the massage 
therapy centre is a cove of leisure.

To make your holiday more memorable, the resort 
offers to take guests to other attractions in the state.

A visit to Ohum Spiritual Water Falls - 45km away 
from the resort - is worth doing, while the challeng-
ing Milken Hill, 8km away, will make a good climbing 
exercise.

Guests who love city life and art can visit the National 
Museum about 10km away to see and appreciate works 
of art and the artists.

The elitists and splendour games lovers can visit 
Enugu Golf Club, an18-hole golf course -12 miles away 
to excite themselves, while every other guest can take 
advantage of shopping and banking facilities 10 min-
utes drive from the resort.

You definitely will find at this serene resort every-
thing you need to make your stay a memorable one. 
So give it a trial.

Getting there:
By air, you can fly in from Abuja, Lagos, Calabar, 

among other places, to Akanu Ibiam International 
Airport Enugu. The resort is five minutes drive from 
the airport and only 10 minutes from city centre. By 
road, you can access the resort from Lagos through 
Benin-Onitsha-Enugu. From Calabar-Umuahia-Okig-
we-Enugu or Abuja-Okene-Otukpo- Ninth Mile-Enugu.
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I
be Kachikwu, minister 
of state for petroleum 
and outgoing group 
managing director, Nige-
rian National Petroleum 

Corporation (NNPC), has said 
Nigeria’s fuel consumption 
has dropped by 30 percent 
following the partial deregu-
lation of the downstream 
sector in May, 2016.

As a fall out, he explained 
that there has been no fuel 
queues at filling stations in 
addition to having in stock 
one and half  months of 
self sufficiency in strategic 
reserves.

Kachikwu was speaking 
in Abuja Friday while hand-
ing over to Maikanti Baru, 
the newly appointed GMD 
of the NNPC during which 
he pledged to support him to 
succeed.

“Today, our consumption 
of fuel has gone down by 30 
percent, we have no queues 
in the filling stations, we have 
one and half months of self 
sufficiency, we have strategic 
reserves in place that we are 
putting together and we have 
a funding scheme to enable 
the downstream to be able 
to adequately fund itself,” 
he said.

“I am happy to announce 
that in our May results, for 
the first time in the history 
of this company, the NNPC 
made a profit of N270million”, 
he said.

On the efforts to curb at-
tacks on oil installations, the 
minister said that Nigeria 
was currently producing 1.9 
million barrels adding that 
talks with the militants were 
ongoing. 

“We are working on it and 
I need to meet with Mr. Presi-
dent for I just returned from 

KENNETH AZAHAN, 
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China and obviously there’s 
a lot more engagement that is 
required. There are gaps that 
seem to have developed and 
I need to understand what 
issues warranted that. But 
we will work towards closing 
those gaps.”

On when the Forcados 
will come back on stream, he 
suggested July ending.

Speaking on his achieve-
ments as the GMD, he out-
lined the massive restruc-
turing at the NNPC which 
according to him has set out 
various parameters of the 
business profit focused en-
tities on their own, in the 
process being able to identify 
between 19 and 22 companies 
that have basically grown.

He also explained that 
working with finance, he 
was able to cut operational 
cost close to about 30 per 
cent, which was one of the 
first things his team did and 
it saved a lot of money for 

the group. 
“We undertook deregu-

lation at the time nobody 
thought it was possible and if 
there’s anything we leave for 
this industry, it must be the 
legacy of that deregulation”, 
Kachikwu noted. 

In respect to subsidy re-
moval, he said the nation 
would be saving over N1.4tn 
on a yearly basis.

According to him, efforts 
to reposition the refiner-
ies, are still ongoing, adding 
that work in that regard has 
reached to a point where the 
three refineries are working 
for the first time in about 10 
years, even as it is not yet at 
the capacity that is expected.

“I have already made a 
commitment that by 2018, 60 
percent of refined products 
importation will stop and by 
2019 we must become a net 
exporter of refined petroleum 
products,” Kachikwu said.

Deregulation: Nigeria’s fuel 
consumption down by 30% - Kachikwu

Group urges Kogi workers 
to ignore NLC strike

F
orum of Kogi State Civil 
Servants has urged all 
workers in the state to 
disregard the inactive 

strike declared by the Nigeria 
Labour Comgress (NLC) and 
return to their places of work.

The group urged workers 
to resist NLC. The appeal was 
made during a press confer-
ence held at the Nigeria Union 
of Journalists (NUJ) Press Cen-
tre, Lokoja by the Forum.

Cyril Adejoh Ukwenya, 
chairman of the Forum, who 
addressed civil servants 
drawn from across the state, 
consequent upon the strike 
declared by the organised 
labour in the state and the 
intended paralysis of govern-
ment and economic activities 
by the workforce, coupled 

with the untold hardship im-
posed on workers, expressed 
concern that the industrial 
action would not ultimately be 
in the interest of the workers 
in particular and of the state 
in general. Ukwenya said the 
Forum’s decision was reached 
after wide consultations with 
other stakeholders in the state.

He also disclosed that la-
bour union, as a democratic 
organisation has its repre-
sentatives, men and women 
of proven track record and 
integrity and were voted to 
represent the workforce, but 
lamented that unfortunately 
the reverse has been the case 
in the state. 

He accused the leadership 
of labour in the state of self-
ishly enriching themselves 
over the overall interest of the 
workers.

...says NNPC made N270m profit within his watch

VICTORIA NNAKIAIKE, Lokoja

Ibe Kachikwu

Guinness Nigeria revamps eye 
hospital in Onitsha, donates N5m

G
uinness Nige-
ria has been 
laude d by 
the Anam-
b r a  S t a t e 

government for its long 
standing involvement 
in the provision and 
management of quality 
eye care centres in the 
country. Anambra State 
Governor, Willie Obiano, 
made this known at the 
re-commissioning of the 
Guinness Eye Hospital, 
located in Onitsha.

“ Th i s  a u s p i ci ou s 
project is an important 
subject which ties into 
one of the key enablers 
of my government. I 
would like to heartily 
commend Guinness Ni-
geria for their huge in-
vestment and commit-
ment to providing world 
class eye care solutions 
across the country. As 
a testament, this facil-
ity and the equipment 
which Guinness Nigeria 
Plc has bequeathed to 
the Eye Hospital ranks 
among the very best in 
the world. Therefore, 
Anambra indigenes do 
not need to go abroad 
again to get treated for 
eye problems,” the gov-
ernor said.

In his goodwill mes-
sage at the ceremony, 
Managing Director, 
Guinness Nigeria Plc, Pe-
ter Ndegwa, noted that 
the re-commissioning 
of the eye hospital is in 
keeping with the com-
pany’s commitment to 
supporting the Guinness 
Eye Centres in suste-
nance of its original vi-
sion and to ensure that 
the facility remains the 
reference point in the 
training of profession-
als and the provision 

of excellent eye care in 
Nigeria’s health sector.

 “As a company, our 
focus on eye care re-
flects our recognition 
of the far-reaching im-
pact that good eyesight 
can have on the overall 
health and wellbeing of 
everyone. We are here 
to celebrate the notable 
accomplishments which 
the Guinness Eye Hos-
pital, Onitsha, has deliv-
ered to many Nigerians. 
Our investment in the 
various eye hospitals is 

L-R   Corporate Relations Director, Guinness Nigeria, Sesan Sobowale, 
Chief Medical Director, Nnamdi Azikiwe University Teaching Hospital, 
Prof. Anthony Igwegbe, Managing Director, Guinness Nigeria, 
Peter Ndegwa and Governor, Anambra State, Willie Obiano at the 
commissioning ceremony of the Guinness Eye Hospital, Onitsha, 
Anambra State. 

keeping in line with our 
commitment to make a 
positive impact on the 
communities in which 
we operate. By helping 
Nigerians to preserve 
their sights, we play a 
strong role in enhanc-
ing their ability to learn, 
earn and get the best out 
of life”, he said.

The Guinness MD, 
who announced a dona-
tion of eye equipment 
worth five million naira 
to the hospital, thanked 
past and present staff 
of the hospital for their 
unwavering sense of 
duty and ensuring the 
sustenance of the in-
stitution for over three 
decades, and urged them 
to enhance their service 
delivery to reach more 
Nigerians.  

Governor Willie Obi-
ano also used the occa-
sion to announce the 
launch of a PPP-driven 
health insurance policy, 
funded by the govern-
ment and citizens in the 
Diaspora to ensure that 
doctors get paid for treat-
ing patients, as well as 
the state’s government 
plan to provide free eye 
screenings for 1000 citi-
zens at the hospital. 
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L
ack of power supply 
greatly increases the 
running cost of bar/
lounge business. This 
poses a big business 

because it forces us to increase 
our product and service costs, 
which is very tricky because if 
your price is too high you may 
just loose customers. Hence, 
most times breaking even is 
difficult since we tend to work 
within a tight margin on our 
selling prices”, says Olisa Obio-
ha, the man running things 
at La Damme Restaurant and 
Lounge, located at Admiralty 
Road, Lekki Phase 1.  

Inadequate or low qual-
ity roads and drainages, he 
explains, although might be 
viewed as minor challenges, it 
however have indirect effects 
on ones clientele base. 

“If you are located in an area 
where the road is bad it has a 
negative effect on the minds of 
your customers. They would 
prefer to go to areas they can 
easily navigate without much 
hassles. Flooding during the 
raining season also has this 
same negative effect if your 
area gets flooded easily”, he 
says. 

The likes of Jack Daniels, 
Hennessy, Red and Black La-
bels currently don’t have plants 
in Nigeria despite the huge 
alcohol market.  This, he attri-
butes to high cost of production, 
epileptic power supply, inad-
equate supply of raw materials 
locally needed for production 
of such brands.

On the size of Nigeria’s alco-

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

Big larger beer shows Nigerians’ 
alcohol consumption – Olisa Obioha 

adopting strategies that help to 
meet customer demands none-
theless”. 

Of LaDamme, he says is a 
relaxation pad where one can 
have the best in Local Nigerian 
delicacies and enjoy a choice 
of exotic drinks and cocktails in 
true African style with a touch 
of class. 

“Our delicacies are prepared 
by the best chefs under the best 
conditions. With a cosy and 
clean environment, it’s a nice 
place to kick back, relax and 
have fun with family, friends and 
colleagues. We also offer other 
exciting activities like live band 
performances every Friday, 
Makosa Dance night on Satur-
days and Karaoke/jazz night on 
Sundays.

“Our customers are particu-
larly interested and excited by 
our menu and our business 
model. The kind of activities we 
showcase as well gives them a 
good feel of relaxing in a true Ni-
gerian fashion. We focus mainly 
on Nigerian delicacies and pre-
pare them exceptionally well. Eg 
we do point and kill fish, nkwobi, 
isi ewu, chicken nkwobi, ugba 
and okporoke (ugba and stock-
fish), snails, various pepper soup 
and grills.

“We are the only bar and 
lounge within the region that 
serve well prepared local Nige-
rian delicacies. We have a smok-
ing and non smoking lounge to 
accommodate varying environ-
mental preferences. The prices of 
our alcoholic beverages are the 
lowest amongst our competitors. 
We are the only lounge and bar 
that do Makosa dance and ka-
raoke in Lekki Phase 1”, he says. 

hol market, he says the country 
being one of the largest popula-
tion in the world, any business 
man knows the larger the poten-
tial market size the greater the 
opportunities. 

“Nigerians are fun loving 
people and one of the ways we 
have fun is to drink. It’s almost 
a cultural thing for us. We also 
have larger appetites for food 
and drink than most hence our 
consumption ratio is naturally 
higher. Look at the size of our 
lager beer bottles for example.  

“Our level of consumption 
of alcohol is definitely high. 
The marketing strategy of some 
alcohol producing companies 
makes it more evident that a 
good percentage of adults love to 
consume alcohol. We have com-
panies that produce alcoholic 
beverages in small sachets just 
to meet the demand of the lower 
class who can’t afford a more 
expensive brand or volume”, he 
told Hang Out.  

He also disclose that the 
steadily growing numbers of 
clubs, lounges, hotels, bars, res-
taurants, pubs, beaches (both 
private and public), cinemas, 
both in the cities and small 
towns, shows Nigerians’ love for 
nightlife.

“High cost of living against 
a low income rate is killing this 
kind of business. As a business, 
the best we can is to deliver our 
products and services at con-
servative prices by working with 
slimmer margins in order to be 
able to still provide customers 
with quality products and ser-
vices and still be able to break 
even, leveraging on technology 
to reduce our running costs and 

“



Y
our neighbour or friend 
that adopted a child 
may not have followed 
the legal process. That 
child could have come 

through illegal arrangement be-
tween the nurses in the hospital, 
syndicate that specializes in stealing 
children for ransom and the buyer.

Imagine your wife, sister or a 
female relation who was delivered 
of a baby after nine months of pain-
ful sweat, either through the normal 
process or through a caesarean sec-
tion; one or two months down the 
line, the baby was stolen by evil and 
devious individuals for some selfish 
or devilish reasons. The child is sold 
to another family in far away town 
for as cheap as perhaps, N50,000 or 
some other negotiated amount.

Illegal adoption is big stealing 
that goes on in nowadays and no-
body talks about it. Some people 
have accepted it as a norm and only 
a few perhaps, are reporting such in-
cidents to authorities. But whether 
any investigation or  prosecution is 
ever carried out is another matter.

Many bonafide mothers are 
denied of their children through 
stealing, at times by third parties who 
resell the ‘product’ to buyers who 
are desperately in need of children. 
Cases of such stealing either from 
churches, mosques, homes or from 
schools are rampant but only little 
is heard afterwards as the society 
seems to have condoned it and cover-
up the illegal adopters or buyers.

Incidences of stolen babies 
abound. Such incidences, sometimes 
happen in our presence where next-
door neighbours adopt children 
illegally, or put rightly; buy stolen 
children. People also go congratulate 
them either as a result of ignorance 
of the law or as a reflection of a 
perverse society where people see 
nothing wrong with sheer wicked-
ness and inhuman treatment of 
others. People, who share in the joy 
of those who ‘stole children”, are 
simply not wearing the shoes of the 
agonized parents of stolen child who 
are in anguish over their lost baby.  

Some families are today living 
with claimed children they know 
are not their biological children; 
families and friends also know 
this, but nobody is asking question 
whether the ‘stolen’/ adopted inno-
cent child followed legal procedure.

Bola Olaosebikan, a medical 
doctor and former commissioner 
in Kwara State told BDSUNDAY in 
Lagos that in the first place there 
should be no illegal adoption as 
there are provisions for adoption, 
legally and officially through the 
relevant ministries such as ministry 
of women affairs or justice.

Describing the illegal adoption as 
criminal, he attributed the rampant 
act to lack of information on the 
legal process for adoption. “Stealing 
of any type is criminal including 
illegal child adoption. It is stealing 
and those who perpetrate the act 
are deviants”, he said.

Assessing the issue, the President 
of Lagos State Chapter of Nigerian 
Institute of Public Relations, (NIPR), 
Segun McMedal, who frowned at 
child stealing, said the process of 

child adoption in Nigeria is, how-
ever, cumbersome.

He believed that it is perhaps the 
cumbersomeness of the process of 
official child adoption and ignorance 
of the policy that the society has 
come to accept illegal child adoption 
which has resulted to child stealing.

The stealing of babes with ex-
pected core objective largely to resell 
to desperate buyers has brought an-
guish and sorrow to many a victim.

Today, it has even become a past 
time for people to tell others that 
they have bought a baby and people 
hear that a family has bought a 
baby as if it is a societal norm, says 
another observer. A report said that 
“Months after motherless babies 
home in Aba, Abia State was caught 
operating a child trafficking outfit, 
another dimension to the filthy lu-
cre has being introduced in parts of 
Anambra State, especially Onitsha 
where no fewer than 12 children 
were stolen in less than four months. 
The baby thieves invade cities seek-
ing for innocent little children to 
grab for sale elsewhere”.

Surprisingly, this scenario is re-
plete in almost every city in Nigeria 
where children are stolen at random 
for sale as sources reveal that steal-
ing babies has become a thriving 
business with varied methods.

 Strategies employed
 One of the strategies employed 

by the malicious and wicked people 
who steal for sale is that a woman, 

Illegal child adoption
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A heinous crime no one talks about
DANIEL OBI

regarded as kind and tender would 
offer to assist a mother of a child 
in church or at ceremony, usually 
wedding party. This request is fre-
quently granted as the unsuspect-
ing woman is seen as a devoted 
member of that church or a relation 
of the celebrant in the party. But at 
a slightest chance, she would steal 
away with the baby.

Recently, the family of Sam-
uel Eleng lost their two-year-old 
twin daughter at the children’s 
department of a popular church in 
Sango-Ota in Ogun State. The fam-
ily of Innocent Umeh Umegboro 
in Ogwashi-Uku Delta State as was 
reported lost their eight month old 
Destiny to a gang of baby bandits. 
Fortunately for the parents, the baby 
was found in Aba, Abia State where 
he was dumped alive inside a church. 
Reports say that the child was stolen 
from the parents’ compound in 
Ogwashi-Uku Delta State and trans-
ferred to buyers in Imo, Abia and 
Abuja before he was finally dumped 
alive inside a church in Abia, Abia 
State, subjecting the parents to days 
of traumatic experience and agony.

These are just a few of reported 
cases of stolen children, incidences 
which happen both in the hospitals, 
churches and homes with society 
watching haplessly the commodi-
tisation of guiltless children.  It is 
said in certain quarters that some 
of these stolen children are used 
for absurd and meaningless ritual 

purposes while some are bought 
by others who live with us without 
legal procedure. Whatever reason 
these children are taken away from 
their parents is wicked, sinful and a 
dastard act, says the observer.

The analysts believe that the 
National Agency for Prohibition of 
Traffic in Persons (NAPTIP) and the 
police still deserve commendations 
for any successes recorded in curb-
ing such incidents.

Celebrated case
 It was the `miracle baby’ birth 

in 1994 when a 65-year old woman 
celebrated her birth as a miracle that 
happened to her at her old age. NTA 
Newsline unraveled the mystery 
behind her birth. The controversy 
revealed that a nurse was involved 
in the whole deal of selling the girl. 
The case went to court for several 
months and the biological mother 
Kikelomo Obikoya was identified 
by the court.

Does culture support ‘buying’ 
child?

According to a social commen-
tator who craved anonymity, legal 
child adoption is a traditional belief 
by the society that the adopter has 
just accepted to train a child that 
really does not belong to him/her. 

No wonder then, individuals 
go for outright ‘purchase’ of a child 
or children without clear or public 
identifiable sources. This is to claim 
ownership. When this happens, the 
society also ascribes ownership to 

the illegal adopter and accepts the 
child. But Segun McMedal disagrees 
to the alleged traditional belief, say-
ing that the society is changing and 
accepting adopted child as integral 
part of the family.

Child stealing a global phenom-
enon

Child stealing for various reasons 
is a global issue. It is also an old act. 
In other climes, illegal adoption is 
not taken lightly and when it is 
reported, authorities will investigate 
the matter until they unravel it.

In 1997 a young woman in South 
Africa who desperately wanted a 
baby had a miscarriage. She never 
told anyone, not even her husband. 
Everyone around her continued to 
believe she was pregnant.

Four months later, that woman 
went to a local maternity ward and 
stole a newborn baby sleeping next 
to her mother and carried the tiny 
girl from the hospital. For several 
years this woman in South Africa 
raised her as her own daughter, 
never allowing anyone – not even 
her husband – to know the girl was 
a famous stolen baby.  According to 
a report in Mamamia.com, Police 
continued the investigation and 
18 years later, it was discovered 
that she stole the child. The true 
biological sister of the stolen girl 
and the stolen child coincidentally 
registered in the same school and 
started relating like sisters. This was 
the clue that unraveled the case as 
DNA also assisted. The culprit went 
to jail even in her old age.

Process of legal child adoption 
in Nigeria

A report lists the process as be-
ginning with “formal application to 
the relevant authority; for example: 
The Director, Child Development 
Department, Ministry of Women 
Affairs and Child Development, 
Lagos State.

“Secondly, a formal application 
to the competent court (usually the 
magistrate court).

Anyone wishing to adopt a 
child within the ambit of the law 
must first and foremost lodge an 
application addressed in the man-
ner described above with relevant 
authority of the particular state or 
Federal Capital Territory, Abuja.

“The applicant fills and submits 
the copies of birth certificate of the 
child, medical certificate of fitness of 
the child and the adopting obtained 
from a recognised government hos-
pital, a jumbo-size photograph of the 
child, passport photographs of the 
adopting parents, employment let-
ter from applicant’s employers, affi-
davit of record/means deposed to by 
the applicant (Must disclose other 
facts relevant to the application), 
consent letter from the biological 
parents (where applicable), power 
of attorney (where adopting parents 
are represented by a lawyer).

However, at the point of submis-
sion of the application, the applicant 
is required to make statutory pay-
ment which varies from state to 
state. When the application together 
with the accompanying documents 
has been properly presented to the 
satisfaction of the child welfare 
officer, a formal application is then 
made to the court.

The hearing of the application 
may be in open court or in chambers 
and where the court is satisfied, it 
makes an award granting custody to 
the applicant as prayed, otherwise 
the application would be struck out”.

Ministry of Women Affairs 
should take the responsibility to 
educate families and individuals on 
processes of legal child adoption and 
perhaps lobby for the simplification 
of the process. Illegal child adoption 
is criminal which has given rise to 
stealing of babies for ransom.
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T
hey come in different 
guises, but the aim is 
same- to make quick 
money at the expense 
of fellow Nigerians. 

They come to you with some 
pathetic stories, at the end of 
which they beg for some money 
to enable them get out of the 
‘painted’ difficulty.

To many Lagos residents, cor-
porate begging is not a strange 
phenomenon because it is a 
daily experience. Perhaps, it 
is one of the striking survival 
strategies by those involved in it 
to keep body and soul together 
in a city, where survival is for 
the fittest.

Lagos is a complex city with 
a large, young and growing 
population that is bursting at 
its seams. Nothing in the city is 
sufficient for its numerous resi-
dents including roads on which 

to trek, run, bike or drive which 
is why, at any given instance, 
there is a struggle and rush for 
anything available. Living in 
Lagos is therefore, not just a 
challenge, but also a struggle 
which requires sharpening 
the intellect, elevating every 
engagement in order to cajole 
and even coerce in some cases.

This is the environment 
where Oke chukwu Mb onu 
(not real name), a middle aged 
man, has found himself. The 
environment is challenging 
and life is very demanding. But 
here he is without a certificate 
to give him a job in one of the 
numerous companies that dot 
the landscape in the former 
capital of Nigeria. He has not 
got any skills to fend for him-
self as an artisan.  He also has 
got no money to rent a shop in 
one of the ‘spare parts’ markets 
which are exclusive preserves 
for people of his tribe. But life 

thievery in other words. The 
‘victims’ are however, not naïve 
or simplistic. They were simply 
responding to the natural in-
stinct that follows the idea of a 
woman in labour and stranded 
in a car strapped of fuel.

But Okechukwu seems to 
over-reach himself. He comes 
today, comes tomorrow and still 
comes the next. He fails to take 
note of his earlier victims. And 
that was how one fateful night; 
he returned to yours sincerely 
and repeated the familiar nar-
rative. “Oh, really, that is a very 
serious matter”, I responded, 
feigning pity and sympathy. 
“What I have on me now is just 
N500 and you need much more 
than that”, I told him, requesting 
him to follow me to the next 
bank where I would use my 
ATM to withdraw money and 
give to him.

Okechukwu declined the of-
fer, preferring instead to collect the N500. It was at point that I told 

him that he was being smart by 
half and also that he was a disgrace 
to the Igbo race which is known 
for enterprise and industry, not 
for begging which is regarded as a 
taboo by that race.

He claimed that it was hard-
ship that drove him into begging 
and sharply dashed out of view, in 
search of a potential victim.

Opinions are divergent as to 
the reasons behind the upsurge in 
begging in many Nigerian cities 
nowadays.

While some blame the worsen-
ing employment crisis, the rate of 
which is put at over 12 percent, 
with increasing retrenchment of 
workers by companies, some say 
it is sheer greed on the part of the 
beggars who want to reap where 
they did not show, and yet others 
say it smacks of laziness as there are 
many things that people can do to 
fend for themselves beyond white 
collar jobs and without recourse to 
begging for a living.

Begging, a practice of implor-
ing others to grant a favour, often 
a gift of money with little or no 
expectation of reciprocation, was 
practised exclusively by physically 
challenged individuals because of 
their inability to handle a job. They 
gladly accept whatever is offered 
them because they obviously have 
no choice.

The table has since turned with 

CHINWE AGBEZE must go on.
Okechukwu told himself that 

he was not going out there to be 
‘beggarly’ like many others, but 
must add colour to his begging. 
In connivance with a friend 
of his who was retrenched by 
his company, who also owns a 
rickety jalopy car, Okechukwu 
struck a deal to be using the ve-
hicle as a tool for begging.

His choice of location, mo-
dus operandi and narrative 
were quite apt and brilliant. 
“Sir, please just small money 
to buy fuel”, Okechukwu tells 
a ‘fellow’ car owner stuck in a 
crippling traffic gridlock on the 
ever busy Isolo-Ejigbo-Ikotun 
Road, dangling a car key, point-
ing backwards and explaining 
that fuel just finished in his car 
and he is taking his wife to the 
hospital to deliver their baby.

Several people, including 
yours sincerely, have fallen vic-
tims of Okechukwu’s antics and 

Of bad economy, sheer greed or laziness?

Corporate 
beggars
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the emergence of able-bodied men 
and women who have embraced 
begging as a means of livelihood. 
They do so bare-faced, without an 
iota of shame. At a glance, one could 
mistake some of the beggars for 
salesmen or those asking for direc-
tions to some destinations.

Their major locations
Today, corporate beggars operate 

around shopping malls, Automatic 
Teller Machines (ATM) points, 
transport routes, offices and even 
near busy markets. They are com-
mon in places like Port Harcourt, 
Lagos and Abuja. Their ‘head office’ 
is usually in high brow areas in 
such cities.

They understand the place of 
packaging in the business of mar-
keting, hence, their spick-and-
span appearance. They selectively 
pick their targets, using certain 
parameters as their end game is 
to get something reasonable from 
the people they approach. So, they 
take time to scrutinize and dissect 
their targets for few minutes before 
making any move.

Their unchanging story line
Their stories are not usually dif-

ferent, so it is usually easy to spot 
them. It is either they are stranded 
and needing money to get to their 
final destination, or in dire need of 
money to foot outrageous medical 
bills. One is sometimes moved to 
help but those that have been bitten 
by a similar bug just turn a deaf ear 

carrying a baby with the same 
old story. In anger, I shouted at 
her telling her to go get useful. 
Immediately, I raised my voice, 
she disappeared into the crowd 
so other potential victims won’t 
see her.”

Another victim, Opeoluwa 
Ojebola, said: “I met one at 
Ojota very early in the morning 
claiming he is going to work. 
I was deceived initially as he 
was wearing a semi-nice suit. 
I passed the same area in the 
evening and saw the same man. 
He still begged me for transport 
fare claiming he was coming 
back and got stranded. I just 
laughed and told him I paid 
his transport fare at this spot 
to work in the morning. Since 
then I ignore them anywhere I 
see them.”

Nursing some fears, Nkechi 
Okeke, a banker who said she 
has no time for cock-and-bull 
stories, advised people making 
withdrawals from Automated 
Teller Machines at odd hours to 
be cautious, adding that the days 
are indeed evil.

“I don’t even give them chance 
because you don’t know their 
mission. Those ones that hang 
around ATM machines are 
something else; you need to see 
the way they look at people as if 
they want to snatch the entire 
money from them. Anyone 
withdrawing in the night should 
be very careful because some 
of those beggars are thieves in 
disguise.”

Laziness or what?
One wonders why people 

resort to begging when there 
are other decent ways to make 
a living but some people say the 
answer is not far-fetched. What 
could possibly be the reason be-
hind corporate begging?

For Ebunlorun Olayinka, an 
Insurance marketer, sheer lazi-
ness and the desire to make mon-
ey effortlessly are the driving 
force behind corporate begging.

“I do not see any reason why 
people should resort to begging, 
especially when they are not 
handicapped or paralyzed. This 
corporate begging or whatever 
it is called is just laziness and 
nothing more. After all, their 
bodies are complete, why can’t 
they find something respect-
able to do when some physically 
challenged people sell biros and 
handkerchiefs?” She queried

Last line
Just as the Igbo adage goes, 

“Motor mechanics have made it 
difficult for one to identify mad 
people.” In truth, these corporate 
beggars have made difficult 
rendering assistance to those 
genuinely in dire need as most 
people now believe beggars are 
all cut from the same material.

No matter how lucrative this 
detestable profession maybe, 
the fact remains that talents 
are wasting away as these beg-
gars can fit into the make-belief 
world and shine. The tone of 
voice which matches perfectly 
well with their facial expres-
sions, appearance and gestures 
is a clear indication that they 
will also excel in marketing 
because it involves a lot of 
persuasion which comes with 
corporate begging.

to their plea for mercy.
Women have invaded the 

‘business’
Initially, the corporate beg-

ging business used to be all-men 
affair, today a lot of ladies and 
women have invaded the ‘un-
holy venture’.  These women, 
most times are seen with babies 
strapped on their backs to help 
soften the hearts of potential 
helpers. These women hover 
around bus stops asking for 
money to either buy food for 
their babies or simply for trans-
port fare. They cook up all man-
ner of lies just to win people’s 
sympathy.

Victims relieve experiences
Some other people who have 

fallen prey to these refined beg-
gars told BDSUNDAY that they 
still feel bad anytime they cast 
their minds back to how they 
were tricked into parting with 
their hard-earned money.

Emmanuel Ajayi, a Lagos-res-
ident, says, “Sometime this year, 
I was in the traffic around Ikeja 
roundabout when a man ap-
proached my car with a bundle 
of receipts. He said his wife was 
in the hospital and he needed a 
certain amount of money for her 
hospital bills. Out of sympathy, I 
gave him a substantial amount 
of money but I was surprised 
when I saw the same man the 
following week! He was beg-

ging with the same bundle of 
receipts in the traffic, but before 
he could get to my car, the traffic 
cleared. I was shocked because 
the first time, I never believed 
that the man was lying because 
he sounded so convincing. I just 
felt irritated at his choice of job.”

“I met one guy that claimed he 
came to see one lecturer but the 
lecturer was not around and he 
needed some money to transport 
himself back as he had hoped to 
get money from the lecturer. I 
gave him more than he said he 
needed and he left. Two hours 
later, I saw him begging another 
person from afar and I shouted to 
the person not to give him any-
thing. He immediately ran away. I 
was feeling like a good Samaritan 
when I gave him the money but 
in the end, I felt cheated,” Belinda 
Samson from Edo said.

Bukola Ojebola (Lagos) said: 
“One man approached me at 
Onipanu on my way to work. He 
had a British accent and he told 
me he was to travel to Ibadan but 
was stranded and needed N2, 
500 to complete his journey. He 
begged me to give him anything 
I could afford. Out of pity, I gave 
him N1, 000. A week later, I saw 
the same man around Mushin. I 
felt like arranging some people to 
beat the hell out of him.”

“I went to an ATM around 
Ijesha in Surulere to withdraw 

money one early morning. I 
saw a woman standing there 
carrying a baby and when I 
was about entering my car, she 
called me. I did not wait to hear 
her story; I just gave her N1, 000 
just because of the baby. Also 
one man approached me around 
Gbagada begging for N200 to go 
back to Obalende, I gave him the 
money but shockingly, I saw the 
man few minutes later sharing 
the same lies to someone else. 
I was too shocked to confront 
him; I just walked away in an-
ger. Ever since, I ignore them no 
matter how convincing their 
stories may sound,” said Charles 
Maduekwe, a resident of Lagos.

For others it is a case of once 
bitten twice shy as they told 
BDSUNDAY that fooling them 
twice would be a big shame on 
them.

Ijeoma Agbeze, who resides 
in Uyo, Akwa Ibom State, said, 
“One day sometime in 2011, 
I was going to school when I 
met a well-dressed lady car-
rying a child. She told me she 
was travelling to Ogoni but just 
discovered that she had run out 
of transport fare. She begged 
me to help her and I obliged. I 
gave her N1, 000. Some weeks 
later, I was rushing to church 
when someone tapped me at 
Whimpey Junction. Turning 
around, I saw the same woman 



U
nless drastic solu-
tions are sought by 
relevant authorities 
to tackle clear and 
present dangers of 

increased banditry, burglary, 
traffic robbery, kidnapping, 
rape, carjacking and Okada-
assisted crime in Lagos and 
some Nigerian states, the signs 
are ominous that activities of 
men of the underworld may hit 
an unprecedented height in the 
near future.

Political economists are posit-
ing that the recent mass sack of 
workers, which further com-
pounds the unemployment rate 
in the country, should share part 
of the blame for the high rate 
of criminal activities recorded 
in the country, particularly in 
Lagos, in successive weeks. In 
Lagos especially, many believe 
these crimes now occurs on per-
minute basis.

BDSUNDAY investigation 
shows that in Lagos, for instance, 
after a hectic day in their respec-
tive workplaces, Lagosians ply-
ing the Mile 2 route now have to 
cope with perpetual fear of daily 
traffic robbery coupled with 
anxiety of driving through the 
tortuous traffic.

It was gathered that many 

motorists plying the route at 
night who are aware of the crim-
inal activities there have since 
sought distant alternative routes 
while several others unaware of 
the insecurity situation found 
out the hard way after they had 
fallen victims of traffic robbery 
and related crimes.

Investigation also shows 
that invasion of homes remains 
a serious threat in the country, 
with armed robbers threaten-
ing even guarded compounds 
by scaling perimeter walls, 
trailing residents/visitors, or 
subduing guards to gain en-
try. Armed robbers in Lagos 
have invaded waterfront com-
pounds by boat to rob banks 
and residents in Lagos.  

Penultimate Thursday, five 
armed robbery incidents were 
recorded in the Festac Town/
Second Rainbow axis, off Apa-
pa-Oshodi Expressway, with a 
BusinessDay journalist being 
one of the victims. Similar-
ly, two other colleagues were 
robbed of their phones and 
other reportorial gadgets on the 
same day and same area.  

Before the above robbery 
incidents, another colleague had 
had her new car burgled where 
it was parked at her residence 
in Lekki Phase I, Lagos, with 
the burglars making away with 
valuable items.   

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

Crime goes per minute 
in Lagos, other states

It is now a daily experience to 
hear Nigerians on radio, televi-
sion, or social media narrate how 
they had lost valuables to the 
various robbery tactics currently 
being employed by criminals.    

Numerous eyewitness ac-
counts disclosed that unsuspect-
ing motorists in traffic had been 
robbed right inside their cars 
as hoodlums forced the doors, 
went inside the cars and stole 
items including money. The situ-
ation is said to be worse when a 
motorist is driving alone. Such 
motorists are the prime targets 
of these bandits. Once they are 
able to gain access into a car 
through professional burgling, 
within few minutes they are 
done collecting whatever they 
wanted and disappear into the 
young evening.

Victims’ experiences 
One of the victims of the Mile 

2 traffic robbery who did not 
want his name in print said he 
was driving to Festac at about 
9.pm when, at Mile 2, some 
armed boys approached his car 
from the driver’s side, broke the 
side glass, tore his suit and asked 
for money. The bandits also took 
the phones and bags of two other 
colleagues of his who were in the 
car with him when the incident 
occurred.

“They smashed the screen 
and a broken spectacle entered 

my eyes. They took my medi-
cated glasses. The windscreen 
and the shield were destroyed. 
I have to repair the car and this 
would cost about N200,000 to 
fix. This is not encouraging at 
all. The criminals were four in 
number, short guys, probably in 
their mid to late 20s,” he said in 
frustration.

Shola Popoola, another mo-
torist who plies the route daily, 
said he had been a victim of 
hoodlums under the Mile 2 
Bridge and that he still finds it 
hard to believe how his Toyota 
Camry car was unlocked by the 
criminals the day he was robbed.

“I still believe my car was 
opened that fateful day with car 
remote controller. I try as much 
as possible to ensure that my car 
is always centrally locked, which 
I did that day. Before I knew 
what was going on, two fierce-
looking guys were already inside 
my car, one on the passenger’s 
seat and the other behind me. 
They entered in such a way that 
watchers would have thought 
we were together and that they 
probably would have gone down 
earlier to buy something,” he told 
BDSUNDAY.

He said while he wondered if 
he had forgotten to central-lock 
the doors before leaving office, 
he also initially thought that 
the bandits probably knew him 
somewhere and wanted a ride 
until the criminal sitting behind 
him stuck a gun to his neck while 
the other asked him (Shola) not 
to do anything funny.

“They told me they wouldn’t 
hurt me only if I respected my-
self. They asked me to smile back 
at them as if we were friends. 
They were smiling comfortably 
as I was being robbed of my 
belongings. It was between 7:30 
and 8:00pm. My iPad and Black-
Berry phones were their first ca-
sualties. Thank God I didn’t have 
much money with me in the 
car that day. They immediately 
removed the N11,000 I had in my 
wallet. It took them like three 
minutes. Mile 2 is a very porous 
area. People just need to be very 
careful,” Shola said.

Abosede Makinde, another 
motorist, a nursing mother who 
also plies the route and had been 
victim of the Mile 2 traffic crimi-
nality, said her experience has 
led her to avoid the route once 
traffic was getting too serious 
and night gradually falling, not-
ing that the day she was robbed 
her 13-month-old baby was in 
the car with her.

“My baby was on board when 
the man entered my car. I was 
afraid that he might harm my 
baby so I pleaded with him to 
take my phones and the little 
money with me. My entire plea 
for him to return my sim cards 
fell on deaf ears as he walked 
away with my bag amidst sev-
eral cars in the traffic,” she said.

The situation is the same 
across Lagos metropolis and in 
many Nigerian states. Blessing 
Taiwo, a resident of Ibeju/Lekki, 
Lagos, narrated to BDSUNDAY 
how her house was burgled 
during the day and her 55-inch 
Samsung television stolen.

“I left home that day around 
10:00 am and came back by 4:00 
pm. I should have returned earli-

...analysts blame it on economic downturn
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They 
smashed the 
screen and a 
broken spec-
tacle entered 

my eyes. 
They took my 

medicated 
glasses. The 
windscreen 

and the 
shield were 
destroyed
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er but because it rained, I stayed 
longer than I had planned. But 
when I entered my house I 
discovered that the TV was not 
on the wall where it was hung 
and the door to the room was 
burgled. The person who did the 
job certainly knows about my 
house and my movement. They 
came in through the roof into 
the bedroom, and then broke 
the door to the parlour, took 
the extra key in the drawer and 
went with the TV and my laptop. 
They scattered the whole house 
obviously looking for money. 
Fortunately for me, I had no 
money in the house that day,” 
she said.

She explained that her situ-
ation was further compounded 
due to the absence of a police 
station to immediately report 
the crime as she was referred 
to Ogonbo from the Ajah police 
post where she had gone to re-
port the case only to be told that 
although nearer, her area was 
not within their jurisdiction.

“Ogonbo is about 40 minutes 
drive from my place without 
traffic. I managed to reach there 
and make a report of the rub-
bery. The policewoman that 
took my statement could not 
immediately come with me 
because she was the only one in 
the section. Eventually someone 
came to relieve her and we went 
in my car,” she narrated.

“So, she did some checking 
and found the footwear of one 
of the criminals. I could not 
continue with the case again 
because the station was too far, 
coupled with the fact that I was 
already spending money. I was 
responsible for the transport fare 
of the policewoman. That was 
part of the deal before she agreed 
to come with me,” she said.

To verify Taiwo’s claims about 

the absence of police posts in 
the area, BDSUNDAY embarked 
on further investigation which 
revealed that there is indeed no 
single police station or post on 
the axis starting from Abraham 
Adesanya Estate/Lagos Busi-
ness School (LBS) to Elemoro, a 
distance of over 10 kilometres 
with banks, shopping malls and 
other businesses. The last police 
outpost is the one in Ajunwe, 
Ajah, and an abandoned post 
in Lakowe, about 2 kilometres 
away.

Ibeju-Lekki boasts of a large 
population, which is expected to 
increase following the proposed 
Lekki Free Trade Zone and Dan-
gote refinery. But with the cur-
rent security lacuna in the area, 
criminals are having a field day.

But much the same scenario 
applies in several Nigerian com-
munities. Deborah Otunomhen, 
a resident of Benin City, Edo 
State, told BDSUNDAY that her 
house was burgled recently and 
her phones, laptop and other 
valuables were stolen. She la-
mented that communal-related 
crimes have been on the rise 
in recent weeks, blaming the 
situation on job losses and acute 
unemployment.

Sources at telecoms offices 
also told BDSUNDAY that there 
has been recent increase in sub-
scribers coming for sim replace-
ment, with majority of them 
reporting of stolen phones.    

Also on the rise, particularly 
in Lagos, are cases of the now fa-
mous ‘one chance’ where crimi-
nals disguise as commercial bus 
operators and take their captives 
to secluded areas where they are 
robbed and beaten before they 
are let off the hook.

Economic woes and crimi-
nality   

But Femi Oladapo, a political 

economist, said in an interview 
with BDSUNDAY that the crime 
situation in the country may 
worsen if the federal govern-
ment does not take urgent steps 
to address unemployment and 
youth restiveness in the country.

According to him, Nigeria’s 
worsening economic situation 
created by uncertainty over 
government’s policy and agenda 
has contributed largely to unem-
ployment and its resultant lack 
of money in several homes, since 
those with money were not 
ready to invest amid economic 
uncertainty.

“I saw this coming; because 
when there is already acute 
unemployment and you add 
the recent mass sack of workers 
by banks and others who are 
not able to cope following our 
precarious situation. Crime may 
get worse in the coming days 
unless government creates jobs 
and tackles youth restiveness,” 
he said.

“Crime is very high in the 
country because the people 
working are few. From the Niger 
Delta to the North-East, it is all 
about employment and youth 
restiveness and until we engage 
our youth in meaningful activi-
ties, we are not going anywhere 
in crime fighting,” he said.

He said that crime rate in any 
country is directly tied to the 

level of poverty of the people, 
adding that unemployment 
rate in Nigeria is high, with 
thousands of graduates leaving 
school without hope of getting 
a decent job.

Alarming survey
A new survey by the Cleen 

Foundation, a non-partisan pub-
lic policy think tank, finds that 
Lagos is still a hotbed for crimi-
nal elements. The survey ranked 
the state high as one of the states 
with the highest crime rates in 
the country. About 67 percent 
of Lagos residents have fear 
of becoming victims of crimes 
while 23 percent claim to have 
experienced crime in the last one 
year, the survey reports.

The survey also shows that 
unlike its counterparts in the 
Southwest that have seen reduc-
tion in assault-related crimes, 
assault cases in Lagos State sky-
rocketed to between 27 per-
cent-38 percent in the last three 
years.

The foundation then suggests 
that for the state to effectively 
fight the recent scourge of kid-
napping and to avoid further 
escalations, government and 
security agencies must act as a 
matter of urgency by putting 
adequate structures in place.

The survey sampled a total 
number of 11,518 Nigerians 
across all the 36 states of the fed-

eration and the Federal Capital 
Territory with 50 percent female 
and 50 percent male, all of who 
were above 18 years of age.

Police authority were not 
immediately available for com-
ment, as Olabisi Kolawole, for-
mer police spokesperson, said 
she no longer speaks for the 
police and promised to send the 
number of her successor. She 
had yet to send the number as 
at the time of filing in this report.    

But a senior officer at the 
Lagos Command of the Nige-
rian Police, who did want his 
name mentioned because he 
is not authorized to speak, told 
BDSUNDAY on the telephone 
that the Command was aware 
of the traffic robbery in Mile 2.

He, however, disagreed with 
the claim by some motorists that 
the traffic robbery incidents in 
the area have increased in recent 
times but blamed the develop-
ment partly on the construction 
work going on in the area.

He advised motorists (espe-
cially those plying the route) to 
call Police Emergency Numbers 
(07055350249; 07035068242; 
08065154338), adding that they 
should be observant as well.

“They should be watchful for 
suspicious movements. Before 
the criminals would strike they 
must have done some kind of 
surveillance that would have 
given them some level of confi-
dence; and if you are watchful, 
you would see what would be 
enough for you to even alert 
the police. I wonder why some 
people immediately they enter 
their cars, they would put on 
music, some would be playing 
games with their laptops, iPads 
and phones and they would be 
very engaged with it and forget 
about the fact that they are on 
the road,” he pointed out.

Crime is very high in the country because the 
people working are few. From the Niger Delta to the 
North-East, it is all about employment and youth res-

tiveness and until we engage our youth in meaningful 
activities, we are not going anywhere in crime fighting
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N
igerians are , 
increasingly, 
growing weary 
of the present 
crop of minis-

ters in the Muhammadu Bu-
hari cabinet. Seven months 
into their job, a good num-
ber of them are already 
spotting more grey hair 
than they had before they 
were appointed; a develop-
ment some analysts say is a 
reflection of the enormous 
pressure on them.

Some of these ministers 
appear to be occupying 
space without yielding the 
desired fruit as they are 
yet to add value to the na-
tion’s struggling economy. 
The question that begs for 
answer is whether they 
are being hampered in any 
way by their employer or 
their lack of performance 
is a function of their seem-
ing ineptitude.

Tony Abass, a legal prac-
titioner, told BDSUNDAY 
that many of these minis-
ters might be under intense 
pressure from the Nigerian 
people. “If you go closer to 
them, you will know that 
they are not very happy. 
Beyond the big vehicles in 
which they cruise about, 
they are not happy. Many 
of them, particularly, those 
among them who care about 
integrity and about what 
people say about them are 
frustrated by the unavail-
ability of funds to execute 
projects”, Abass explained.

Continuing, he said, “they 
have outlined a lot of projects 
which they believe would 
make Nigerians happy, but 
they are not being given the 
necessary funding. It is not 
just about economic crunch; 
I think the President is not 
just moving at the speed 
the ministers think should 
be the ideal speed in the cir-
cumstance Nigeria finds itself 
currently”.

Abass further said that 
some critical ministries like 
power, works, housing, la-
bour – which according to 
him directly impact on the 
lives of Nigerians- are not 
being given the attention 
they deserve.

He said: “Look at critical 
ministries- power, works, 
housing, labour and produc-
tivity- the impact of which 
should be felt directly by 
Nigerians- are even worse off 

ZEBULON AGOMUO

Expectations dim as 
Buhari’s ministers 
‘sleep on guard’

Babatunde Raji Fashola

Kayode Fayemi

Chris Ngige

now than before they took 
over. In the part of the coun-
try I live, perpetual darkness 
is what we are being served 
day in day out. There are no 
roads, no housing and em-
ployment is being politicised.

“I laughed at the idea of 
government giving teaching 
job to thousands of Nigerian 
graduates whom they would 
pay N25,000 monthly. Is that 
not slavery? What they are 
trying to do is to further de-
stroy education. People will 
go for the jobs quite alright, 
but the desired commitment 
will not be there. A month 
after getting the job, they’ll 
begin to realise that the 
pay is down too demeaning 
and that will begin to affect 
their productivity and the 
pupil they will be teaching 
would bear the brunt. They 
would become half-baked 
and the nation would be the 
ultimate loser.”

In all the ministries, activi-
ties are at low ebb, a reflection 
of a poorly-run economy. 
The expectation before the 
passage of the 2016 Appro-
priation Bill was that a lot 
of money would be pumped 
into the system to reflate 
the economy. It was also ex-
pected that as soon as govern-
ment began to release money 
to contractors, the ordinary 
man on the street would be-
gin to feel the positive impact.

D e s p i t e  t h e  h u g e 
amount of money recently 
published by the Federal 
Government claimed to 
be recovered loots,  the 
economy is still prostrate.

A s ourc e in the As o 
Rock Villa told BDSUNDAY 
that Buhari’s ministers 
have been so hard hit by 
hard times that “nothing 
drops from their pockets 
these days.”

According to the source, “a 
child cannot run faster than 
his mother. There are among 
the ministers, some that have 
good ideas and strategies 
that could move the nation 
forward, but every one of 
them is watching the body 
language of Baba. Even if you 
have the best of ideas without 
money to execute the good 
idea, it will appear to people 
you lack progressive ideas. I 
can mention names of some 
ministers who, if given all 
they need to perform, they 
would make a mark in their 
ministry, but they are all sit-
ting down looking at their 
‘Oga’. It is so sad these days 
that if you give a minister 

transport fare, he will thank 
you profusely, because noth-
ing is coming to them.”

Asked why some of them 
have not thrown in the towel 
if the atmosphere is not con-
ducive for them to operate, 
the source said: “In Nigeria, 
it is alien for people to re-
sign voluntarily. At least, as 
a minister, no matter how 
bad the economy is, you are 
entitled to certain privileges. 
I think that’s why they are 
still hanging on there. Oth-
erwise, there’s nothing fan-
tastic about being a minister 
in the Buhari administration.”

An analyst observed that 
the ministers have concerned 
themselves with signing of 
memos and pushing files, 
without carrying out any 
tangible assignment in the 
interest of the people.

“You see, the crop of min-
isters we have today under 
Buhari is very unfortunate. 
Why did I say so? You can 
imagine where you have the 
likes of Fashola, Fayemi, etc, 
who everyone knows are 
cerebrally endowed. But the 
situation they have found 
themselves in is so choked 
up that there is no way they 
can make a mark. In fact, I 
am beginning to feel that 
such stars would end up be-
ing messed up. Expectations 
are rising by the day, yet, 
nothing is happening. How 
do we reconcile that? I am 
afraid, their appointment 
would turn out to be a crown 
of thorns someday; that is, if 
that is not already the situa-
tion,” the analyst who craved 
anonymity said.

Observers say that al-
though there are too many 
minerals to be mined to lift 
the country from economic 
quagmire, the minister in 
charge of the ministry has 
been speaking fine gram-
mar and making many 
postulations on how solid 
minerals can save the situ-
ation for Nigeria.

“In the power ministry, 
it has been great vision and 
fantastic roadmap. Mega-
watts have continued to in-
crease only at seminars and 
conferences venues. But in 
concrete terms, darkness has 
continued to envelop Nigeria. 
The most annoying part of 
it all is that whenever you 
ask them why the terrible 
state of affairs, they refer 
you to the errors of their 
predecessors. Blame game is 
all that Nigerians have seen 
and heard of one year plus 

after the government came 
to power,” Matthew Ayan-
deji, a legal practitioner, told 
BDSUNDAY.

The appointment of min-
isters in the Buhari adminis-
tration generated a lot of con-
troversy, hues and cries, and 
an avalanche of comments 
both on print, electronic and 
online media. President Bu-
hari had delayed the con-
stitution of his cabinet until 
November last year, a clear 
six months after the inaugu-
ration of his administration 
on May 29, 2015.

Recall that the President 
had expressed reluctance 
to doing so, when criticism 
continued to trail his ad-
ministration on this front 
three months after coming 
to power. Choosing to break 
his silence on the vexing issue 
during his trip to France, Bu-
hari said he did not believe in 
ministers, since, according to 
him, civil servants and tech-
nocrats are the ones who do 
the job of governance more 
than the ministers. He was 
quoted then as saying that 
ministers make a lot of noise.

Specifically denying that 
absence of a minister of fi-
nance was affecting the Ni-
gerian capital market and the 
economy in general, Buhari 
said: “No. It is what we know- 
and which we learnt from 
the western system. The civil 
service provides the continu-
ity, the technocrat. 

And in any case, they 
are those that do most of 
the work. The ministers are 
there, I think, to make a lot 
of noise; for the politicians to 
make a lot of noise. But the 
work is being done by the 
technocrats. They are there; 
they have to provide the con-
tinuity, dig into the records 
and then guide us, (those of 
us) who are just coming in.

“They have been there, 
some of them for 15 years, 
some for 20 years. So, I think 
this question of ministers is 
political. People from differ-
ent constituencies want to 
see their people directly in 
government, and see what 
they can get out of it.”

Even when Buhari admit-
ted that his administration 
would, despite his personal 
misgiving over appointment 
of ministers, do it all the same, 
he was still full of regrets.

“As for the cabinet, I said 
we will have one by the end 
of the month, and time flies. 
The end of the month is com-
ing too quickly for my liking. 
Yeah, I will stick to it. I will 
send the names to the Na-
tional Assembly,” he said.

Olisa Agbakoba, a senior 
advocate of Nigeria (SAN), 
told BDSUNDAY in a re-
cent interview that Buhari 
needed a stronger cabinet to 
move the country forward 
and enjoined him to ensure 
that he only delegates tasks 
and not leadership.

He insisted that there was 
an urgent need for the Presi-
dent to assemble a stronger 
team as his cabinet to serve 
his second year in office. “I 
think the President needs 
a stronger team. So he has 
to consider whether in his 
second year, the team he is 
carrying can assist him to 
deliver”, he said.



How best can a committee func-
tion?

T
he effectiveness of a 
parliamentary commit-
tee is also a function of 
its size. For a committee 
to be effective, the size 

must not be too large. A relatively 
small-sized committee made up of 
technically competent and long 
standing members has a higher 
chance of being effective.

Adequate funding: This ob-
viously cannot be overempha-
sized. Adequate funding either 
from the national budget or from 
other sources such as develop-
ment partners is needed for a 
committee to be effective. Situ-
ation where a committee is not 
adequately funded to carry out 
its responsibility carryover hire 
required hands by way of con-
sultants and has to rely on the 
Executive or lobbyists before it 
can carry out its business will 
render the committee ineffec-
tive and may totally rob it of its 
independence through undue 
influence and or interference.

Integrity: The members of the 
Committee must not only possess 
but must also exhibit this qual-
ity so that the hunter will not 
become the hunted. I am sure in 
our different parliaments; we all 
can find example such cases. Ac-
countability, openness and public 
access to Committee’s work also 

of the development results, with 
donor agencies implementation of 
the Paris Declaration and Accra 
Agenda for Action, this would 
entail ensuring that donor agen-
cies, amongst others, help build 
capacity of partner country par-
liaments and provide regular, de-
tailed and timely information on 
aid at the partner country level to 
partner country governments for 
inclusion on budget and on report.

Building effective partner-
ships, networks and joint mecha-
nism of oversight between donor 
and partner country parliamen-
tarian offers advantages for those 
on both sides of the aid equation.

Nigerian experience - Work 
in progress

in Nigeria,  parliamentary 
oversight on aid spending has 
mostly been uncoordinated and 
often times left unattended to 
due mainly to the information 
gap between the Donors and the 
parliament. Until recently when 
the House of Representatives set 
up a Committee now known as 
Aid, Loans and Debt Manage-
ment, little or no attention was 
paid to, let alone appreciate the 
significance and impact of Aid 
funds in national development by 
the National Assembly.

The practice was to mostly 
leave the parliamentary standing 
committees which oversight line 
ministries to stumble on infor-
mation concerning the receipt 
of budget support from Donor 
agencies. Usually the funds would 
either have been utilised or other-
wise frittered away even before 
the line-Committees become 
aware of the information on the 
incidence of the aid.

There was also the issue of con-
flict of jurisdictions between an-
other standing committee of the 
House of Representatives which 
is Committee on Donor agencies 
and civil societies. The jurisdic-
tions of the two committees have 
now been streamlined and clearly 
defined in the 8th Assembly such 
that my committee now has full 
and direct mandate to oversight 
Aid funds with or without a loan 
component.

With the resolution of the 
Jurisdictional issue regarding 
the Committee and my subse-
quent emergence as the Chair, 
we have set out a work-plan 
which includes the following: 
develop capacity of the committee 
leadership and members; develop 
and equip a secretariat to provide 
required technical and adminis-
trative support; collate useful and 
vital information on all Donor 
agency activities using Line Com-
mittees as a resource partners, and 
establish contact and a significant 
line of communication between 
the Committee and Donor agen-
cies and Parliaments in their 
respective countries of domicile.

Conclusion
The success of democracy in 

any nation depends on the vi-
brancy and efficiency of the legis-
lature. For the legislature to meet 
the aspirations of the electorate, it 
must adopt creative ways of oiling 
its committee system, which has 
proven very effectual in carrying 
out background work as well as 
overt processes that make law-
making possible and pleasurable. 

Donor agencies should strive 
to ensure that Aid flows are cap-
tured in National Annual Budgets 
to enable respective Parliaments 
oversight over aid allocated to any 
Ministry Department or Agency 
of government.

Donor agencies must ensure 
foreign aids are captured in 
national annual budget – Ajayi

Lord Purvis (l)  of Tweed, House of Lords UK, and Adeyinka Ajayi
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Adeyinka Ajayi, chairman, House of Representatives’ Committee on Aids, Loans and Debt Management, ad-
dressed delegates from Commonwealth Parliamentary Association UK (CPA UK) who represented 33 coun-
tries at the just concluded 6th Westminster Workshop with the theme: ‘Parliamentary financial oversight of 
aid effectiveness.’ Critical issues raised during the high level working breakfast with the OECD include how 
best to reduce tax evasion and avoidance, and the role of parliamentarians. KEHINDE AKINTOLA was there.

do have a positive impact on the 
effectiveness of committees.

What’s your personal experi-
ence and suggestions?

The best solution for Aid ef-
fectiveness is for aid to be brought 
into budget. National annual 
budget is an existing instru-
ment which periodically brings 
together all sources of govern-
ment revenue and framework for 
expenditure.

Bringing aid into budget will 
not only address key aid effective-
ness issues; but will also reduce 
the negative impact of poorly-
managed aid on the effective use 
of domestic resource.

Systematically, bringing all 
forms of aid into budget would 
mean that parliaments can use 
their existing powers of budget-
ary oversight to hold their Execu-
tives to account for the use of aid.

This practice is also in line 
with recent international com-
mitments. The Paris declaration 
and the Accra agenda for action 
are clear in their resolve to report 
aid on budget and use country 
systems, in other words, the use 
of domestic systems for manag-
ing and implementing the budget 
throughout the budget circle.

Aid budget oversight
Oversight is clearly strength-

ened when aid funds are cap-
tured by donor and recipient 
parliaments as part of the budget 

approval process and monitored 
through normal parliamentary 
processes and mechanisms. 

Oversight is further fortified 
when it is included as part of the 
processing of audit statements. 
Capturing aid funds in national 
budgets also improves the Execu-
tive’s ability to manage aid well-
together with domestic resources 
as we saw in the example of the 
Ministry of Health in Liberia.

If aid funds are reflected in 
budget, integrated into strategic 
planning processes, and inte-
grated into budget preparation. It 
will help the Parliament obtain 
good information on government 
expenditure; capacity to inter-
rogate spending and results and 
due process in accessing relevant 
documents.

Given international commit-
ment such as the Paris Declara-
tion and the Accra Agenda for 
Action, partner country parlia-
mentarians can take an increas-
ingly active role in budget and aid 
management, by making sure that 
aid given to each country is listed 
within the budget of that country 
for the year of receipt.

Consequently, Parliamentar-
ians individually and Parliaments 
as institutions would need to 
work in partnership with other 
institutions within their coun-
try and internationally to tap 
into public policy and aid man-

agement expertise by drawing 
on civil society organisations, 
research institutions and think 
tanks for support in harnessing 
bilateral and multilateral aid. 
On the African continent for 
example, parliament’s partners 
with Pan-African parliament, 
NEPAD, regional parliamentary 
bodies and national parliaments; 
effort should be made to reach 
out to civil society organisations 
in achieving the desired results.

How best can aids from Donor 
agencies be monitored?

In the spirit of the Paris dec-
laration, compliance implies that 
donor agencies need to ensure 
that the aid they deliver is moni-
tored and the aid mandate is 
complied with in line with the 
mandate of the stakeholders, 
furthermore development of a 
parliamentary voice in aid man-
agement donor, parliaments and 
agencies are encouraged to: pub-
licly disclose regular, detailed and 
timely information on volume, al-
location and available aid, results 
of development and expenditure 
to enable more accurate budget-
ing process, accounting and au-
diting by developing countries. 
With the result of its oversight 
functions donor parliaments 
should entail holding their aid 
agencies to account for the proper 
use of aid funds as well as their 
effective use for the achievement 



N
igeria is currently 
bogged down by all 
manner of economic-
related crimes and agi-
tations that threaten 

its very existence. The country is 
being terrorized on all fronts by 
armed groups with secessionist 
tendencies, bands of robbers, kid-
nappers, ritual murderers, etc.

For many years, Nigeria has 
continued to face numerous chal-
lenges. It has been burdened by the 
recurring decimal of poor leader-
ship which has provided a fertile 
ground for all shades of criminal 
activities that have effectively 
held the country down. Agitations 
and cries of agony are heard in all 
corners of the country.

The agitation is that the contin-
ued unfavourable and inconve-
nient marriage between the North 
and South of the country has not 
helped Nigeria any bit, hence the 
deafening call for disintegration. 
While proponents of Biafra are 
pushing for secession, militants of 
the Niger Delta extraction are talk-
ing tough over many decades of 
neglect and are issuing ultimatum 
to a sitting government to either do 
the right thing or face the dire con-
sequences. The Islamist sect, Boko 
Haram, is still on in their bloody 
campaign in parts of the North. 
The Fulani herdsmen are dispens-
ing death across the country. Some 
religious fundamentalists in the 
North are unleashing mayhem and 
carrying out jihad war on people of 
other faith. Rapes, ritual murders 
and assassinations have all become 
everyday affair in the country, and 
government of the day appears 
overwhelmed and helpless.

Following a run-down econo-
my, workers daily carry placards 
on demonstration spree over un-
paid salaries and other statutory 
allowances. Teachers and students 
are on rampage over poor working 
conditions and induced frustra-
tion by the system, and wanton 
increment in fees and other dues, 
respectively. Today, association of 
unemployed persons is holding 
government on the jugular; sacked 
workers are daily protesting at 
various locations over injustice 
meted out to them.

Failure of leadership
Critics believe that most of the 

ills in the country are direct conse-
quences of failure of leadership at 
various levels. Whereas the politi-
cians, over the years have helped 
themselves with the national till 
in total neglect of the masses, the 
neglected youths have decided 
to enlist in criminal acts, heaping 
havoc on society.

Not long ago, a security guard 
was arrested for colluding with 
others to rob his employer. When 
he was being paraded by the police 
before the newsmen, he said he 
had no regret because senators 
and politicians generally helped 
themselves with money belonging 
to the country and that nobody 
disturbed them. He wondered 
why the laws are applied only to 
certain categories of citizens while 

ZEBULON AGOMUO

A nation at war with itself
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sociates Limited, said the country 
is an extreme location in terms of 
international standard of condu-
cive business environment.

“A foreigner who is coming here 
is ready to die because he knows 
he might be attacked by armed 
robbers, he might be scammed; he 
knows that the laws might change. 
This is why they only take short-
term risks. They bring something 
to Nigeria, sell it to you, collect their 

Niger Delta Militants

Biafra agitators

some others move about with their 
ill-gotten wealth.

Speaking with BDSUNDAY 
recently, Olisa Agbakoba, a for-
mer president of the Nigerian Bar 
Association, said that Nigeria is in 
low grade civil war at the moment. 
He explained that “there are few 
places you can go today without 
thinking, is this place safe?”

According to him, “Nigeria is 
in a low grade civil war, which 

many Nigerians don’t realise be-
cause they are participants. But if 
one travels out and returns; from 
the airport, with all the conflicts 
everywhere, one would describe 
Nigeria as a country in a low grade 
civil war. In the Niger Delta, the 
militants have been bombing oil 
facilities and we are now back to 
900,000 barrels of crude oil per 
day. That is very serious. In this 
light, I would appraise the Buhari 

government’s approach as rather 
poor. I think it is important the 
government realises that it has to 
put political stability on top of its 
agenda. When you have peace and 
stability, then you can talk about 
planning.”

In his description of today’s 
Nigeria in terms of investment 
and ease of doing business, Chidi 
Amuta, a businessman and chair-
man, Wilson and Weizmann As-
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Nothing is happening in many 
places. Companies are shedding 
off workers into the already filled 
labour market. So, there must 
be something done urgently to 
awaken the economy,” the busi-
nessman said.

“President Buhari and some 
state governors have been mov-
ing from one part of the country 
to another in search of investors, 
but to attract foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI), no significant FDI 
will come without requiring local 
partnership, and the stories that 
local partners are telling are very, 
very pathetic and scary,” he added.

Doomed by rich oil resource
Nigeria is a paradox of lack in 

the midst of plenty; water, water 
everywhere but none to drink; 
being in a pool of water yet soap 
is posing a huge discomfort to the 
eye. It has been said over and again 
by scholars that oil wealth has 
made it more difficult for Nigeria 
to stabilise its democracy.

All through its life as an in-
dependent country, Nigeria has 
been an oil-rich nation. Experts 
have argued that if the natural 
endowment were discovered 
after democracy had taken root 
in Nigeria, it would have done the 
country a world of good as the new 
wealth would have helped to sta-
bilise the democracy. But because 
the mineral wealth came before 
democratisation, it has been a pain 
in the neck and real democracy is 

being impaired.
The Norway, Scotland exam-

ples
Experts averred that the discov-

ery of oil resources in the waters 
of Norway and Scotland brought 
huge economic enrichment to 
the already mature democracies. 
In the case of Norway, the oil has 
strengthened the welfare state 
and stabilised democratic gover-
nance. For Scotland, observers say 
that petroleum deepened Scot-
tish nationalism and aggravated 
separatist sentiment for a while. 
But the longer-term consequences 
have given Scotland a regional 
legislature and more solid influ-
ence within the United Kingdom. 
So, it could simply be said that the 
arrival of economic enrichment 
after substantial democratisation 
has stabilised the democratic order 
in both Norway and Scotland.

The Nigeria tragedy
Nigeria became independent 

with three huge provinces of a 
federation which were inherently 
understandable for long. The oil 
wealth was mainly in the Eastern 
region. There’s no debating the 
point that the petrol-wealth has 
not contributed to the level of self-
confidence of Eastern Nigeria (to-
day known as the South-East and 
South-South geo-political zones).

Over the years, Nigeria has 
been caught in-between the real-
ity of plutocracy (rule by the rich) 
and the aspiration towards de-

mocracy (rule by the people). The 
wealth of petroleum creates great 
disparities in income and major 
differences in economic power. 
On the other hand, the population 
as a whole can become restless for 
a greater say in how the wealth of 
the nation is distributed. Owing to 
the lopsidedness in the distribu-
tion of the petrol-wealth in the 
country, which has left the goose 
that lays the golden egg to wallow 
in abject poverty and deprivation, 
agitation for resource control 
has become the order of the day. 
Today, Nigeria is losing hundreds 
of thousands of barrels of crude 
oil to the activities of militants in 
the oil bearing Niger Delta who 
are incensed by the many years 
of injustice in the wealth-sharing 
pattern in the country by succes-
sive administrations. The nation’s 
wealth has continued to be shared 
by a few politicians and military 
generals.

The Biafra agitation
Many years after the futile ef-

forts by the late Chukwuemeka 
Odumegwu-Ojukwu-led seces-
sion, some people of the Eastern 
Nigeria extraction are still angling 
to revisit the issue. Analysts say 
had governments since the end 
of the war taken decisive steps 
at reintegrating the Igbo nation 
into the larger Nigerian nation, 
the spirit of Biafra may have 
died a natural death. But 46 years 
after the unfortunate war, people 

of the South East are still being 
treated as second-class citizens in 
the country. The ugly treatment 
is being worsened by the current 
Muhammadu Buhari administra-
tion which has flaunted it in the 
face of the easterners that they 
are not wanted in the country, or 
so it seems.

Successive administrations 
have failed to recognise the in-
genuity of the Igbo race to the 
country. The late Ali Mazrui, who 
was born in Mombasa, Kenya, 
a former director, Institute of 
Global Cultural Studies, noted that 
“during the Nigerian Civil War 
innovativeness among the Igbo 
produced Africa’s first locally-
made gun-vehicles. During that 
Biafra conflict, the Igbo displayed 
levels of innovation which were 
unprecedented in post-colonial 
African history. The Igbo cre-
ated rough-and-ready armed 
militarised vehicles as well as the 
beginnings of Africa’s industrial 
revolution. This renaissance was 
aborted by the oil bonanzas from 
1970s onwards.

The Nigerian Civil War pro-
duced some of the high points of 
Nigeria’s experience with techno-
logical innovation.”

Today, Biafra agitators are 
questioning why the Nigerian 
government has refused to let 
Biafra be and at the same time 
continue to “oppress and suppress” 
them to the point of crippling the 
vision and innovative spirit of the 
Igbo nation. They also wonder 
why government has consistently 
refused to empower or support 
rare innovation and creativity of 
the Igbo people.

The Biafra agitators are at a 
loss why Nigerian government 
is holding down a progressive 
people and bringing them to suffer 
the fate of a nation (Nigeria) that 
has refused to grow or is at peace 
with backwardness.

The militancy in the Niger 
Delta

Consistently, oil has proved to 
be a curse to the Niger Delta region. 
Government over the years has 
paid deaf ear and blind eye to the 
complaints from the region and 
the untold suffering that goes on 
there. While some other African 
countries with oil enjoy quality 
life, Nigeria and indeed the Niger 
Delta people in particular are 
suffering. Nigeria is currently in 
a mess where the armed groups 
in the region are seeking self-de-
termination and resource control.

Executive-legislature impasse
It appears that the government 

of Nigeria is at war with itself. 
Since the inception of the pres-
ent administration, the executive 
and legislative arms have not 
worked cordially in the interest 
of the country and the people. It 
has been “one week, one trouble”, 
which has caused and is causing 
serious distractions to the real 
business of governance. Today, 
the Senate president, who is the 
leader of the National Assembly, 
is being chased about like a com-
mon criminal. His deputy, Ike 
Ekweremadu, has also been roped 
into what observers term a dirty 
fight, on a criminal charge of forg-
ing the Senate Rules. But it is said 
that a house divided against itself 
cannot stand. Little wonder the 
present administration appears 
to be failing in the estimation of 
right-thinking members of the 
Nigerian society.Boko Haram

money and off they go. But what 
Nigeria now needs is long-term 
investors who will be willing to go 
into manufacturing, and employ 
our youths,” he said.

“I have heard people complain 
that government policy is not 
stable. For instance, government 
lifts ban on a product, you spend 
so much money importing the 
product, but by the time the con-
signment arrives Apapa, the laws 
have changed. So, the investment 
on the product is totally gone. In 
other climes, you find out there’s 
stability of law and political struc-
ture. A minister may have signed 
your contract now as a foreigner 
and by the time you come back, 
you find out there’s a new min-
ister and that means the end of 
that business because there is no 
continuity. For a foreigner, it is a 
problem; it is also for Nigerians. It 
is a serious drawback. That is why, 
in terms of investments, instead of 
inward flow, there’s more external 
flow,” Amuta added.

A private businessman in Lagos 
recently wondered aloud what the 
Nigerian society holds for investors 
willing to put their money down.

“The environment is very suf-
focating. You can’t just do business 
in an environment like this. Even 
the big companies are dying; many 
small ones have already gone un-
der. Many companies in Nigeria 
today, particularly in the last one 
year, have remained stagnant. 

Bukola Saraki, Senate president Yakubu Dogara, speaker, House of RepsPresident Buhari



A
s tension mounts in 
Abia, following the 
sacking of Okezie Ik-
peazu, as the gover-
nor of the state, by 

an Abuja Federal High Court, the 
people of Ukwa-Ngwa-made up 
of nine Local Government Areas 
of the 17 Local Government areas 
of the state, have vowed to resist 
any plot to deprive them of their 
right to govern the state this time 
around. Ikpeazu is the first person 
from the area to become governor 
of Abia, since the creation of the 
state, 23 years ago.

The group in a communiqué 
it issued after its meeting, held 
on July 6, 2016, in Aba, the com-
mercial hub of the state, expressed 
their unwavering support for the 
mandate duly given to Ikpeazu, as 
the governor of Abia State.

They also condemned what 
they termed “an illegally attempt 
to unseat the governor through 
the back door, by Sampson Uche-
chukwu Ogah and his cohorts”.

Ukwa-Ngwa nation vowed to 
resist every effort being made to 
illegally use the machinery of the 
law to deny the majority of Abians 
the mandate they freely gave to 
Ikpeazu as their governor.

The group assured they would 
use every legal means at their 
disposal to resist every effort to 
destabilise and cause unnecessary 
tension to the peace-loving people 
of Abia State.

Ukwa-Ngwa nation also com-
mended the Attorney General of 
the Federation and Minister of 
Justice and aligns with his position 
that all parties should await the 
decision of the Appellate Courts. 
They also hoped that the judicial 
machinery should be allowed to 
take its normal course in line with 
the provisions of Section 179 (2) of 
the 1979 Constitution and Sections 
141 and 143 of the Electoral Act, as 
amended.

Ukwa-Ngwa nation warned 
that aborting the judicial process at 
the middle of the road, as sought by 
Uche Ogah and his supporters now 
or in future, would amount to con-
travention of the constitutionally-
guaranteed rights of the sitting 
governor, which emphasises fair 
hearing and right of appeal, the 
denial of which would enthrone 
anarchy and chaos in Abia State.

Ukwa-Ngwa nation also 
thanked the peace-loving people 
of Abia State for keeping the peace, 
so far, in the face of “this grievous 
provocation”, while extending 
same to all security agencies for 
helping to maintain law and order.

They further urged Abians 
to remain calm and peaceful, 
stressing that they have absolute 
confidence in the sanctity and the 
fairness of the judiciary, the last 
hope of the common man.

They also pledged total support 
to the Government of Muham-
madu Buhari, president and com-
mander in Chief of the Armed 
Forces of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria, in his fight against cor-
ruption and urged him to ensure 
fairness, equity and justice for all 
sections of the nation.

The communiqué was endorsed 
by Eziuche Ubani, former member, 
representing Obingwa/Osisioma/
Ugwunagbo Federal Constitu-
ency and current commissioner 
for Works, two representatives of 

the nine member LGAs.
Other signatories include, 

Chinwe Nwanganga, Felix Ebere 
(members of the steering commit-
tee), Big Nwosu and Sorochi Mark 
(secretary and publicity secretary 
of Ukwa- Ngwa Nation).

In a related development, Abia 
State elders and traditional rul-
ers have described the issuance 
of Certificate of Return to Uche 
Ogah by the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) on the 
order of Okon Abang of the Federal 
High Court Abuja, as perverse and 
reckless.

The elders, who declared their 
full support for Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu, appealed to Abians and 
every interest group in the tussle 
for leadership of the state, to re-
main calm, for the good of the state.

The group in a communiqué 
issued after its meeting in Abuja, 
Monday, commended Abubakar 
Malami, attorney-general of the 
federation and minister of Justice, 
for his quick and timely interven-
tion, which the elders said, has 
helped to reduce tension in the 
state. Onyema Ugochukwu, who 
read the communiqué of a meet-
ing, held at the Asokoro home of 
Vincent Ogbulafo, stated, “We, 
the concerned elders of Abia State, 
worried by the developments in 
the last five days, which threat-
ened to plunge our state into an-
archy, violence and bloodshed, 
met today in Abuja to review the 
situation”.

The elders, he said, “reviewed 
the judgment of Justice Okon 
Abang, which is the beginning of 
the unfortunate crisis and INEC’s 
decision to issue a certificate of 
return to our son, Uchechukwu 

Ogah, which decision exacerbated 
the crisis.

“We came to the conclusion, 
unanimously, that Abang’s order 
to issue a certificate of return to 
someone who never contested 
the governorship election against 
the Electoral Act and well known 
decisions of superior courts was 
perverse and reckless and we 

condemn it in its entirety.
“We have also noted the un-

seeming haste of INEC to issue the 
certificate, just a few hours after 
the Abang’s order, and in spite of 
the fact that INEC had been duly 
served with a notice of appeal of 
the said order and the motion for 
a stay of execution.

“We are worried by the im-

pression created of a conspiracy 
involving INEC to throw Abia into 
confusion and anarchy.

“We condemn in very strong 
terms the attempt to set Abia on 
fire and create a situation which 
can only compound the problems 
which our country currently has 
to bring an end to violence in the 
North East and Niger Delta.

“We have also noted with ap-
preciation the intervention of 
the Attorney-General of the Fed-
eration, Malami, who has urged all 
parties to follow the rule of law and 
wait the conclusion of proceedings 
in the appellate courts. We join in 
this appeal for peace and urge all 
parties involved in this matter to 
calm down and await the conclu-
sion of matters at the courts.”

The elders further said: “We 
also commend our people, the 
people of Abia who have remained 
peaceful in the face of recent prov-
ocations. We urge them to remain 
calm and maintain the peace as we 
wait the courts to conclude their 
processes,” they said.

The elders, made up of who-is-
who in Abia politics, stated that 
they have “faith in the Nigerian 
judiciary and believe that in the 
end justice will be done.”

Meanwhile, a Federal High 
Court in Owerri, last Friday af-
firmed the election of Governor 
Ikpeazu.  

Ruling on the matter filed by 
Friday Nwosu against, Ikpeazu, on 
alleged forgery of tax documents, 
the court ruled that the plaintiff, 
(Nwosu) was unable to prove that 
the tax documents were forged. 
The court ruled that the tax docu-
ments were not forged, and went 
further to dismiss the matter.

Abia governorship tussle: Elders, 
Ukwa-Ngwa back Ikpeazu

Vincent Ogbulafor

GODFREY OFURUM, Aba

Onyema Ugochukwu

Eziuche Ubani
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Like Buhari, Obama or 
Fayose? One thing still 
stands out, food...

L
ast week, President 
Muhammadu Buhari 
stunned us all with 
a high rating move, 

when he suddenly decided 
to personally serve his guests.

The move, it would seem 
took the President’s popu-
larity a notch high as it was 
taking a turn for the bend 
as hunger, suffering, and 
harsh economic situations 
hit  Nigerians b elow the 
belt. It was a new, never 
seen chess move by any of 
Nigeria’s Presidents.

Before this night, the Pres-
ident had broken his fast with 
groups from different walks 
of life, each day of the week 
and this night it was the turn 
of the Internally displaced 
persons and some victims 
of the

northeast insurgency.
Arriving at the venue I 

noticed that the list of those 
attending had stretched to 
include the physically chal-
lenged, taxi drivers, com-
mercial motorcycle riders, 
artisans such as butchers, 
hairdressers,

barbers, tailors, members 
of the Buhari Support Or-
ganisation, the President’s 
neighbours in Lobito Cres-
cent (mostly private security 
guards), and junior workers 
in the headquarters of the All

Progressives Congress.
They arrived in coaster 

buses, gaily dressed and were 
ushered into the beautifully 
decorated banquet hall at the 
presidential villa. After the 
President finished his prayers 
and was ready to break his 
fast he proceeded to the hall 
where his guests gave him a 
rousing welcome.

If at this point you ex-
pected the President to take 
his seat, I would not blame 
you because we really did 
not see it coming. He was led 
straight to the tables holding 
the buffet in preparedness 
for him to

start dishing out food to 
the physically challenged 
who had been compelled to 
sit in the first two front rows 
of a pre-arranged sitting  posi-
tions in the banquet hall.

I can bet it was a wow 
moment for them, to have 
the President serve them food 
and it showed on their faces. 
This was a big deal. He ladled 
pap into soup bowls, as well as 

INSIDE Aso Rock

With ELIZABETH ARCHIBONG

T
he uneasy calm 
h a s  c o n t i n u e d 
to envelope the 
entire Abia State 
following the or-

der of an Abuja High Court 
presided by Okon Abang on 
June, 27 asking Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu to vacate his 
office and hand over to Uche-
chukwu Ogah also of the 
People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) on account of some 
alleged discrepancies in the 
governor’s tax receipts.

The court also ordered 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
to issue a certificate of return 
to Uchechukwu Ogah as 
governor-elect and that Ogah 
should be sworn in with im-
mediate effect.

This development has 
been raising a lot of dust 
from within and outside 
Abia State.  

The beehive activities 
that hitherto characterised 
the Abia seat of power have 
waned tremendously.

An Umuahia-based legal 
practitioner and also the 
Legal Adviser to Abia Com-
et Football club, Umuahia, 
Ezeugo Martins Ibeabuchi, in 
his reaction to the legal battle 
going on between Governor 
Ikpeazu and Ogah, said that 
there is court judgment on 
the issues between the par-
ties.

He noted that it is trite in 
law that once an aggrieved 
party has filed a notice of ap-
peal with stay of execution, 
the party on seat (Ikpeazu) 
ought to remain until the Ap-
peal is determined.

“Another fact to look at is 
that the whole issue is pre-
election matter and the Elec-
toral Act does not specify a 
time for such a matter to be 
decided upon, hence, this case 
will in a way help develop our 
judicial system on such an is-
sue,” said Ibeabuchi.

The legal practitioner said 
the hush-hush way INEC 
handled the issuance of the 
Certificate of Return has some 
defects that a development or 
amendment of the Electoral 
Act would cure.

He observed that Ikpeazu 
as a citizen has constitutional 
right to appeal and explore all 
other judicial measures avail-
able to him such as the Court 
of Appeal.

In his own reaction a chief-
tain of the people’s Democrat-
ic Party and the immediate 
past party chairman in Aro-
chukwu Local Government 
Obinna Nwankwo, alleged 
that INEC may be harbor-
ing some hidden agenda by 
hurriedly issuing Ogah with 
Certificate of Return.

He said the law allows an 
aggrieved person the right of 
appeal in any judgment that 
is not in his/her favour and 
there is a specific time the law 
allows such a person to appeal 

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

Mixed reactions 
continue to trail court 
judgment on Abia

which is 21 days.
Nwankwo noted that Ik-

peazu has the right to appeal 
just like he has done and 
should allow the Appellate 
court to decide whether the 
high court order was in tune 
with law.

David Kalu, chairman of 
Campaign for Democracy 
and also chairman of Citizens 
Popular Party, in his own 
view said the judgment given 
by Federal High Court is what 
is on ground, adding that in 
the eye of the law INEC has is-
sued the Certificate of return 
to Ogah but on the other side 
Ikpeazu, who is the seating 
governor is insisting that he is 
in control based on his Appeal 
against the judgment.

He noted that there was 
a clause with the issue when 
INEC claimed that the gover-
nor’s Appeal did not include 
Stay of Execution, hence its 
resolve to issue the certificate.

“But as a leader of a group, 
what I am saying is that the 
law should take its course 
because either Ikpeazu the 
incumbent or Uche Ogah can 
become the actual governor 
of Abia state,” said Kalu.

The politician/human 
right activist called on Abians 
to be law-abiding and con-
duct themselves peacefully 
while the judicial process 
lasts, noting that this would 
be the only way that the state 
would forge ahead.

A team of concerned law-
yers in the state led by Og-
bonnaya Nwannunnu, who 
paid a solidarity visit to the 
governor, said that their visit 
was born out of their concern 
over what they called the 
“legal somersault” in the state.

Nwannunnu in his speech 
disclosed that the group had 
x-rayed the episode and 
found it to be a charade which 
would fizzle out and won-
dered how someone could 
think of a coup d’état in De-
mocracy.

They urged Governor Ik-
peazu not to be despaired 
while promising that the 
group would work with him 
to ensure that he triumphs.

But while responding to 
the group, Ikpeazu said that 
any device to make it impos-
sible for him to appeal the 
judgment of Okon Abang 
against him would be in-
fringing on his fundamental 
human right and against the 
constitution of the land.

Politics
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President speaks extempore. 
At the Sallah homage in his 
official residence where he 
received the Muslim commu-
nity from the Federal Capital 
Territory, he

replied an earlier com-
ment by Vice President Yemi 
Osinbajo that he had lost 
weight. Osinbajo had earlier 
estimated that the President 
may have lost about two 
kilograms during the fasting 
period.

When he took the mic, 
Buhari went straight to it say-
ing he slightly disagreed; we 
wondered what he was going 
to say. “My neck used to be 
16inches, but now it is 14 and 
a half”, he jocularly said and 
everyone burst out laughing.

Then he proceeded to 
talk about other things like 
the fastest ways Nigerians 
get information these days. If 
you need to listen to news and 
there is no NEPA or whatever 
form it has taken now, you 
can just

walk into a barber’s shop 
and pretend to be busy, the 
radio or television is mostly 
on there, President advised.

It was also in this forum 
that the President declared 
that the unity of Nigeria was 
not negotiable. You see, he 
reminded us of 1967-1970 
(again) when he was a junior 
officer and the fight to keep 
Nigeria in

one piece.
“I assure them that the 

saying by General Gowon 
that to keep Nigeria is a task 
that must be done. In those 
days we never thought of oil, 
all we are concerned of was 
one Nigeria. So please pass 
this to the militants, that one 
Nigeria is not negotiation 
and they had better accept,” 
he said.

Well, we Nigerians love 
stomach infrastructure, we 
love food, we also love the ex-
tra day added to our just con-
cluded public holiday despite 
the economic losses incurred 
but what we would no longer 
negotiate is the existence of a 
better, stronger, secured and 
developed Nigeria.

Yes, Nigeria’s unity is not 
negotiable, but we all look 
forward to the Nigeria of our 
dreams and hope we all get 
there soon as promised.

akara, rice, stew, and meat or 
whatever they requested for.

Well, I remember the first 
time I stumbled on a video of 
American President, Barack 
Obama and his family serv-
ing homeless veterans, it was 
the first of its kind and to me, 
it was an overwhelming mo-
ment. I could only wonder 
how they felt. Arousing a 
belief that Obama also un-
derstood the principle of 
“stomach infrastructure”.

In Nigeria, the issue of 
‘stomach infrastructure’ is 
known to have been used as 
political strategy especially 
during elections to curry 
votes.

Food, air, and water are 
metabolic requirements for 
survival in all animals, in-
cluding human beings, ac-
cording to Abraham Maslow’s 
hierarchy of needs.

Well, on the lighter side, 
growing up my mother al-
ways reminde d me that 
the way to a man’s heart is 
through his belly (a Calabar 
mythology for its maidens).

Ok, Back to Nigeria again, 
Ekiti State Governor Ayodele 
Fayose, one of Buhari’s die-
hard critics, is renowned for 
his stomach infrastructure 
policies and gestures. This, 
many said endeared him to 
the grassroots in his state.

Meanwhile, since photos 
of the President serving out 
food went viral, some Nigeri-
ans swung into action putting 
together pictures of Obama, 
Fayose, and Buhari doing 
the same with headlines like 
“Is Buhari copying Obama 
or Fayose? I love my people, 
we smile and make light of 
everything, even in the midst 
of hardship.

Whatever the case or 
whoever President Buhari 
was copying, his gesture 
was a laudable one to most, 
even his new critics. Even 
if we have to wax religious, 
the bible says he who is the 
greatest must be a servant 
(Mathew 23:11), but Nigerians 
despite the pat on the back 
still want things to speed up. 
They want things to work out 
faster despite promises by the 
government. They feel that it 
is taking too long to fix things 
so that the change can begin 
to unfold.

On the other side, it is 
always interesting when the Okezie Ikpeazu
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W
i l l  N i g e r i a’ s 
apex legislative 
chamber pro-
duce a Senate 
President Pro-

Tempore on Tuesday? This is the 
raging question that dominates the 
minds of political commentators 
who have maintained keen inter-
est in the goings-on in the Senate, 
ahead of resumption on July 12 
after a three-week break. 

This comes as legal fireworks 
between the Executive and the 
Legislature over alleged forgery of 
the Senate Rules shifts to the Judi-
ciary tomorrow. The first among 
equals in the upper legislative 
chamber Senate President Bukola 
Saraki and his deputy Ike Ekwer-
emadu will tomorrow have their 
full trial at an Abuja High Court 
alongside two top management 
staff of the National Assembly. 

Hopes of a likely emergence of 
a Senate President Pro-Tempore, to 
preside over plenary in the absence 
of Saraki and Ekweremadu had 
been dashed following the opposi-
tion of many senators to the idea. 
The Like Minds, comprising over 
80 senators have already resolved 
to oppose any such move. 

According to the Senate Stand-

ing Orders 2015 (as amended), 
plenary would only hold with a 
Presiding Officer to guide the day’s 
proceedings. And in the absence 
of the two Presiding Officers - 
Saraki and Ekweremadu - the Red 
Chamber can only sit if it appoints 
a President Pro-Tempore.

“In the absence of the President 
of the Senate and Deputy President 
of the Senate, such senator as the 
Senate may elect for the purpose 
shall preside. Such senator shall be 
known as ‘President Pro-Tempore’”, 
Rule 27 of Senate Rule states. 

Sixteen years on Nigeria’s new 
path into the democratic journey, 
the Senate has produced President 
Pro-Tempore only once. This was 
in the 4th Senate, specifically in 
Year 2000, after the voluntary step 
down of the then Senate President 
Chuba Okadigbo (of blessed mem-
ory) over corruption allegations. 

The former number three citi-
zen had withdrawn to pave the 
way for his close ally Azuta Mbata 
to emerge as President Pro-Tempo-
re, thinking that after the inves-
tigations, he would return to his 
seat. But that was not to be, as his 
close ally allegedly betrayed him 
and the political drama produced 
Anyim Pius Anyim as the 9th Sen-
ate President since Nigeria gained 
independence in 1960. Mbata’s 
actions further buttressed the age 
long cliché, which says “In politics, 
there is no permanent friend, 
permanent enemy but permanent 
interest”.  

With the Senate President cur-
rently controlling over two-third 
loyalty from senators, it remains 
to be seen how the 16 senators 
who passed a vote of confidence 
on President Muhammadu Buhari 
would impeach Saraki. But like 

they say, anything is possible in 
Nigeria’s brand of politics, consider-
ing the fact that there was a time in 
the nation’s history when 16 was 
greater than 19 at the realm of the 
Governors’ Forum when vested 
interests created the riddle which 
still leaves the greatest of political 
analysts in some sort of daze. 

As the ‘roforofo’ fight between 
the two arms of government gath-
ers steam, executive bills, special 
requests from the Presidency in-
cluding nominations are expected 
to fall casualties, as some pro-Saraki 
senators have vowed to frustrate 
the Executive for trying to force 
leadership change in the hallowed 
chamber at all cost.

The executive bills include the 
N241billion 2016 Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT) budget, Money 
Laundering (Prevention and Pro-
hibition) Bill and Mutual Legal 
Assistance in Criminal Matters Bill.

Feelers from the National As-
sembly indicate that the Senate 
intends to escalate confrontation 
with the Executive in the weeks 
ahead by refusing to approve 
nominees sent by President Bu-
hari for confirmation. Recently, 
it suspended the screening of 47 
ambassadorial nominees, even 
as the screening of Acting EFCC 
chairman Ibrahim Magu and Act-
ing Inspector-General of Police 
Ibrahim Idris are being awaited.

Concerns have mounted about 
the inability of the upper chamber 
to pass critical economic bills that 
would improve the nation’s rank-
ing in the World Bank Ease of 
Doing Business report, as it passed 
only 11 bills in one year.

Experts at the National As-
sembly Business Environment 
Roundtable agreed that passing 54 

governance and economic reform 
bills by the National Assembly 
would add N5trillion to the Nige-
rian economy.

The bills, which they say would 
drastically change the business en-
vironment and promote inclusive 
growth in the real sector are still 
awaiting Senate’s consideration 
and passage.

Nigeria is ranked 169 out of 189 
economies in the 2016 World Bank 
Ease of Doing Business Report.

The bills include: the Railway 
Sector Reform Bill, Ports and Ha-
bour Reforms Bill, Regulatory 
Impact Assessment Bill, Climate 
Change Bill, Tax and Revenue Las/
Bill, Federal Funding Accountabili-
ty and Transparency Act, Fertilizer 
Bill, Government Performance and 
Result Act (GPRA) bill and National 
Poverty Eradication Commission 
(Establishment) Bill.

Others are Executive Bodies 
Independence Protection Law, 
National Assembly Budget and 
Research Office Bill, Petroleum 
Industry Governance Bill, e-Com-
merce Protection Law Bill, Critical 
Infrastructure Protection Bill, 
Market Competition Bill, Credit 
Bureau and Referencing Bill, Ag-
ricultural Credit and Loan Scheme 
Bill, Private Sector Infrastructure 
Investment Protection and Regu-
lation Bill and the Road Sector 
Reform Bill.

Also on the list are: Police Re-
form Bill, Justice Reform Bill, 
Criminal Procedure Law Amend-
ment Bill, Whistleblower Pro-
tection Bill, Budget Reform Bill, 
Ecological Funds Utilization and 
Management Bill and the Excess 
Crude Account Management Bill.

As the Senate resumes on Tues-
day barring any unforeseen cir-

cumstances, it emerged last week 
that a Joint Committee set up 
to investigate the operations of 
the Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC) Joint Venture 
Cash Call obligations from 2011 to 
2015 had swung into action.

This is sequel to the failure of 
the Corporation to meet its Joint 
Venture Cash Call obligations put 
at over $7 billion. 

The investigations is coming 
on the heels of the debate and 
adoption of a motion in April on 
the urgent need for effective imple-
mentation of the Joint Venture 
Cash Calls obligations by NNPC 
in accordance with various Ap-
propriation Acts of the National 
Assembly and pursuant to Sections 
88 and 89 of the 1999 Constitution 
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
(as amended).

The Joint committee com-
prising of Committees on Gas 
Resources, Petroleum Upstream, 
Finance and Appropriations has 
already requested organisations 
and the general public to submit 
written memoranda before the 
end of July 2016 on the operations 
of NNPC Joint Venture Cash Call 
obligations from 2011 to 2015.

The committee, chaired by the 
Chairman Senate Committee on 
Gas Resources, Bassey Akpan is 
expected to hold an investigative 
hearing on the matter.

Some of the organisations ex-
pected to submit memoranda at 
the investigative hearing include 
the Nigerian Extractive Industry 
Transparency Initiative (NEITI), 
Federal Ministry of Finance and 
the Petroleum Club, Forum of State 
Commissioners of Finance, oil and 
gas industry stakeholders among 
others.

The Senate’s burdenFrom the Red Chamber
With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

B
arring last minute 
change, members of 
the House of Represen-
tatives are expected to 

resume for the 2016/2017 Leg-
islative activities by Tuesday. 
Recall that I reported that most 
of them are on foreign trips

where they hold discussions 
on several issues of interest 
(personal and national). Such 
discussions are usually not 
made public but will set the 
tone for the year ahead, in-
cluding the stiff relationship

between the Executive and 
Legislature. The opposition 
party members will also take 
advantage of the tour to reflect 
on the next line of action to-
wards getting the fair share of 
the political system.

Never forget the battle line 
has been drawn by the House 
against the Executive in soli-
darity with their Senate coun-
terparts before embarking on 
the recess. But caution has to 
be exercised in handling the 
issues considering the harsh 
socio-economic conditions 
steering the faces of Nigerians. 
They should learn when to 
retreat when the battle gets to 
the peak by jettisoning their 
selfish clamour for supremacy. 
I still want to reiterate that 
Kakki boys don’t understand 

democratic language but ac-
tion. Those fortunate to be 
holding one political office or 
the other should not allow the 
baritone voice on nationwide 
broadcast, to mention “Fellow 
Nigerians’ again o.

Last Thursday, Hon. Ab-
dulrasak Namdas, chairman 
House Committee on Media 
and Publicity issued a rejoin-
der on the editorial titled 
“Unholy

Alliance” and the much 
ado about the Constituency 
projects which triggered pub-
lic outcry. As if that wasn’t 
enough, last Sunday he came 
out with another one to 
counter the editorial titled: 
“National Assembly’s one year 
of dashed hope”. In the latter 
rejoinder, the argument put up 
was that implementation of 
N100 billion constituency

projects in the 360 federal 
constituencies and 109 senato-
rial districts are as important 
as other priority projects initi-
ated by Federal Government. 
He pointed accusing finger at 
the Minister of Power, Works 
and Housing of citing projects 
worth N89 billion out of the 
N334.3 billion in the ministry’s 
capital budget to one geopoliti-
cal zone. From my unbiased 
judgment, the National As-

sembly
is culpable. Namdas never 

stopped at that but played up 
ethnicity by emphasizing that 
paltry N10 billion was allocat-
ed to the North East which he 
described as “the most devas-
tated and neglected region.”

He never stopped at that 
but also joined issues with Ba-
bachir Lawal, Secretary to the 
Government of the Federation 
(SGF) for stating the obvious 
that government may not 
be able to implement con-
stituency projects in the 2016 
budget due to the dwindling 
revenue. He further alluded to 
the “monumental failure of the 
Executive of successive

governments to implement 
budgets and ensure national 
spread of projects through 
even and equitable allocation 
of capital votes”

compelled lawmakers to 
insist that a meager or paltry 
sum be allocated for projects 
in constituencies nationwide. 
That argument was untenable.

Being privileged to the pro-
cesses leading to the passage 
of the country’s annual budget 
and implementation for over 
eight years as Legislative 
Correspondent, I vehemently 
disagree with the House 
spokesman.

Also on the issue raised 
on the rejection of the sum of 
N10 billion proposed for the 
construction of the official 
residence of Senate President, 
Bukola Saraki and Speaker 
Yakubu Dogara was in re-
sponse to

the present economic woos 
bedeviling the country, the 
lawmaker was not fair to 
Nigerians because nothing has 
been said about the allegation 
trailing the 100% contract 
variation approved by the past

administration on the same 
project and the UN House. 
What moral justification does 
the same National Assembly 
has to talk about N10 billion. 
Meanwhile over N1 billion 
was approved afterward.

While he was busy talk-
ing about over 50% inflation 
that eroded the value of naira, 
what does he expect Nigerians 
who live below poverty line

and those who collect less 
than N18,000 minimum wage 
to say? Any justification for 
the N12 billion allocated to Na-
tional Institute for Legislative 
Studies (NILS) and the essence 
of recruiting about 3,000

Legislative Aides by the 
Senators and members of the 
House of Representatives?

Perusing through his argu-

ment on the disclosure and 
non-disclosure of ‘jumbo pay’, 
for me, the report reflects 
my position. None of the 
lawmaker has over the years 
made bold to disclose his/her 
take-home.

The challenge I’m throwing 
at the Hon. Spokesman is to 
make available the statement 
of account of at least one the 
lawmakers from each of the 
chambers (Senate and Reps) to 
disabuse the minds of Nigerians.

On whether or not the 
terms of engagement of law-
makers should be Part-Time/
Unicameral for me is not suffi-
cient. That institution remains 
the symbol of democracy, so I 
take side with Hon. Namdas on 
this ground.

As House of Reps prepare to resume… From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA



T
h e  re c e n t  o b s e r vat i o n  b y 
Abiodun Ogunyemi, a profes-
sor and national president of 
the Academic Staff Union of 

Universities (ASUU), appears to be 
in sync with the view of many a Ni-
gerian on the Federal Government’s 

Ekiti State has been a battle field since 
the election of Governor Ayodele 
Fayose. But neither the governor 

nor the opposition in the state is helping 
matters. The rhetoric from both sides has 
been very worrisome. While the gover-
nor keeps talking tough, the opposition 
keeps getting infuriated and determined 
to oust him by every means possible. To-
day, Fayose is being accused of looting the 
state treasury and being a beneficiary of 
the N4.2 billion fire-arms scam deal. Last 
week, aggrieved indigenes of the state 
protested his continued occupation of the 
seat despite the allegation; they called for 
judicial interpretation of immunity and 
impunity, saying: “Immunity has become 
impunity in Ekiti State where kleptocracy 
is the order of the day.” But what confuses 
us in all this is whether it is possible for 
the governor to be talking tough against 
the government at the centre, accusing 

everyone else of one illegality or the other 
when he, himself, is sleeping and waking 
up on the bed of corruption? It is hard to 
reconcile these. Let somebody help to 
solve this riddle, please.

T
he other day, President Mu-
hammadu Buhari doffed his 
hat for the Nigerian soldiers 
in Borno, fighting against the 

Boko Haram.
The President’s words were con-

veyed to the troops through the Chief 
of Army Staff, Tukur Buratai, a lieu-
tenant-general, who visited them at 
the base.

“The president is proud of you; he 
is satisfied with your progress and he 
conveys his greetings to you all. Since 
you advanced from Baga, you have 
made progress and I must commend 
you for it. I am aware of the challenges 
you are facing and we will address 
them accordingly. You must continue 
with the good job that you are doing; 
the remnant of these criminals must 
be flushed out as soon as possible,” he 
said. That was very reassuring.

Again, Buhari takes the shine off Jonathan

With ZebulonSketches

F
irst, it was the launch of the 
clean-up of Ogoniland which 
took place first week of June. 
It was the first step toward the 

implementation of the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) Re-
port. Ogoni had been on the issue for 
a very long time and it was thought 
that the immediate past President 
Goodluck Jonathan, who hails from the 
geo-political zone, would implement it, 
but that was not done. The launch of 
the clean-up which is billed to last for 
about 30 years was greeted with profuse 
outpouring of gratitude and eulogies to 
the person of President Muhammadu 
Buhari. Second, the President again won 
high points from the volatile oil region 
for signing the $11.97billion coastal rail 
project that would run from Calabar in 
Cross River to Lagos through most of the 
towns in the South-East geo-political 
zone of the Nigeria. Kudos Mr. President.

T
ruth be told, the Niger Delta 
region has for long been preyed 
upon by successive govern-
ments. Their rights had been 
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G
overnment’s avowed commit-
ment to retooling the economy 
was tested last week and gov-
ernment was found wanting. 

Or how else would anybody put it that 
government of a country whose economy 
is tottering could shut the country up for 
three clear days. The Federal Government 
had declared last Tuesday and Wednes-
day as public holidays to enable our 
Muslim brothers and sisters celebrate the 

Ramadan; but by Monday night the moon 
was not sighted, prompting a shift of the 
celebration to Wednesday instead of 
Tuesday. On Tuesday night, the moon was 
sighted, thus, giving them the go ahead 
signal to mark the event Wednesday.

A good number of Nigerians had 
reasoned that having wasted Tuesday, 
a pro-active government should have 
immediately reverted itself by calling 
off the make-good holiday extended to 
Thursday. But nothing of such happened. 
By Friday when work resumed, many 
offices did not open because they felt 
there was no point doing so. That’s how 
a government that claims it is working 
toward a better Nigeria and economy 
sees its duties.

Forward-looking governments else-
where would not thread that dangerous 
and profligate path as we did last week. 
We hope such an incalculable mistake 
must be checked in the future to avoid 
creating a wrong impression. If govern-
ment wants to impress the citizens, not 
through endless holidays in hard times; 
government must do so by healing our 
economy so that Nigerians can have 
money in their pockets to spend.

Indecorous! Colossal Waste!

Point blank! New admission policy conundrum

From the horse’s mouth

Pennywise, pound foolish

new admission policy. Ogunyemi said 
the newly introduced Point System 
Option (PSO) as admission policy by 
the Federal Government was not only 
ill-conceived, but would worsen the 
admission situation in the country 
than resolving it. Ogunyemi said that 
the National Executive Committee of 
the union would soon be meeting to 
review the situation and come up with 
a comprehensive position on the mat-
ter. He also noted that ASUU’s position 
has always been against the usurpa-
tion of the universities’ Senate roles 
in admitting and graduating students.

His grouse with the new point-
bas e d system was not new to the 
universities,  and that the institu-
tions which tried it, had abandoned 
the option because of the recurrent 
incidences of fake SSCE and UTME 
results. “There is a level of arbitrari-
ness in JAMB too, where students are 
awarded marks arbitrarily with one 
student having more than one result. 
Is that a trustworthy examination 
body? Should that body be entrusted 
with the admission into our universi-
ties? When did JAMB gain superiority 
over universities in admission pro-
cesses? This is strange and arbitrary,” 
Ogunyemi said.

Fayose, a ‘kleptocrat’?

denied them, and what belonged 
to them had been taken from them 
and is being dashed them in a man-
ner they do not like. They have for 
many years resorted to arms struggle 
to press for a change in the way 
things have always been done, and 
through the agitation, the derivation 
formula was born, special ministry 
for the region was created, a special 
commission (NDDC) was formed, the 
Amnesty Programme was born and 
so many other interventionist initia-
tives. But it is sad that despite this 
flurry of interventions, the region 
has remained a wasteland. This is 
why some commentators believe that 
the renewed destructive campaign 
by some other arms groups in the 
area is tantamount to pulling down 
one’s own house. Whatever anger, 

the agitators should not launch attacks 
that will further devastate already 
devastated region. Wisdom should 
prevail here. 
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What do you thing the Buhari led FG 
can do to attract Foreign Direct Investment 
into the nation’s infrastructure sector?

I 
would start by emphasizing the im-
portance of Nigeria making it easier 
for foreign investors to come here.  For 
example, we need to improve on the 
time that it takes visitors to obtain visas 

to come to Nigeria, which some investors say 
currently takes too long.  Where it is war-
ranted, regulators should deal with foreign 
investors carefully so that we don’t scare 
them away – I am thinking here of cases 
involving South African investors like MTN, 
Standard Bank, and the Southern Sun Group.  
That being said, foreign investors that come 

In this concluding part of the interview Opuiyo Oforiokuma, managing director/CEO, ARM-
Harith Infrastructure Investment Limited, a joint venture infrastructure fund managers, 
had with NATHANIEL AKHIGBE, he spoke on the way the current government can attract 
FDI,  how to tackle the power problem in the country, among other issues. Excerpts: 

Government should collaborate with 
private investors to tackle Nigeria’s 
infrastructure challenge - Oforiokuma

to Nigeria must be prepared to abide by our 
laws and regulations or be ready to face 
sanctions as they would elsewhere and/or 
in their home countries.  We should also pay 
attention to our recent experience over Ni-
geria’s FX policy and capital controls.  Aside 
from all the issues around confidence and 
ease of doing business that I have already 
spoken about, foreign investors will want to 
be satisfied about at least two things when 
they invest in any country; firstly, that they 
are not overpaying for the assets that they 
will be investing in; and secondly, that they 
will be able to get their money out when 
they need to.  Many of these foreign inves-
tors are already wary of Nigeria country risk 
owing to our country’s history, even though 

they are still attracted by the possibility of 
making relatively higher returns here than 
in their home markets - but not at any cost.  
The previous FX policy, which until recently, 
fixed the rate of the Naira to the US Dollar, 
unfortunately resulted in capital flight out 
of the country; saw foreign investors and 
operators unable to repatriate their money 
out of Nigeria for a while; and discouraged 
new foreign direct investment from coming 
into the country.  It is therefore a welcome 
development that the CBN finally gained the 
support to implement a flexible, single-rate 
FX system, with innovative features such 
as the use of non-deliverable futures to en-
hance liquidity.  The new policy went much 
further than most people imagined it would, 

and the CBN should be commended for 
this.  The reality, however, is that there will 
not be an immediate flood of foreign direct 
investment coming into Nigeria because of 
the new policy.  Investors will likely watch 
and wait for some time to see how the new 
system performs and at what FX rates the 
Naira settles, before venturing back in any 
meaningful way.  In addition, the impact 
of exogenous factors such as Brexit is still 
yet not fully understood, while the future 
stance of the US Federal Reserve Bank on 
US interest rates is likely to have a bearing 
on foreign portfolio managers’ appetite for 
emerging market returns.  It is therefore dif-
ficult to say how long it will take before the 
Nigerian FX market achieves equilibrium, 
even though the new FX policy holds much 
promise for the future. 

 What role do you think local investors 
can play in the actualization of Nigeria’s 
infrastructure development?

We need both local and foreign investor 
involvement in Nigeria’s infrastructure.  
Foreign investors will not usually want to 
go it alone in a foreign country.  They will 
typically prefer to partner with reliable lo-
cal investors that have ‘skin in the game’ in 
addition to good knowledge and capabilities 
for getting things done in the local environ-
ment.  Local investors can help with data 
and information gathering, and they can 
bring realism to the assumptions made about 
local aspects of infrastructure projects.  Lo-
cal investors can also help assuage and put 
fears of foreign partners in proper context 
when risky situations arise, by helping 
the foreign partners to better understand 
the idiosyncrasies of Nigeria.  This type of 
handholding often makes the difference 
between ensuring continuity of a project 
when the going gets tough, and the project 
collapsing because a foreign partner wants 
to pull out midstream owing to fears about 
heightened Nigeria risk.  Foreign investors’ 
will inevitably look to repatriate their capital 
and returns out of Nigeria, whereas local 
investors would typically have a longer 
term interest and personal stake in retaining 
capital in the country and seeing it develop 
for future generations.  In this regard, local 
investors can buy up the assets divested by 
foreign investors, thereby enabling the latter 
to exit when the time comes. This helps to 
increase the stake that Nigerians can have 
in key strategic assets on which the country 
depends.  That’s a good thing.

Now, let’s talk about the power sector. 
Would it be wise for the government to 
completely hands off power issues and al-
low the private sector take over? Explain 
reasons for your position?

The Nigerian power sector is still in tran-
sition. Various challenges exist throughout 
the electricity value chain.  These challenges 
range from ensuring the availability of fuel 
required for generation (e.g., gas); through 
the lack of capacity of the national grid to 
transmit sufficient power to the distribution 
companies; and the distribution companies’ 
struggle with metering, billing, and collect-
ing enough revenue from end users which 
not only covers the costs and returns of the 
distribution companies, but also ensures the 
same for the transmission, generation, and 
fuel supply companies, as revenue collected 
is passed back down the upstream end of the 
value chain (only around 24-25% of revenue 
is retained by the distribution companies).  
There is also the issue of outstanding debts, 
a large component of which is owed by 
government ministries, departments and 
agencies, and by the military.  Dissatisfied 
customers frequently refuse to pay bills, 
especially where bills are estimated and 
customers feel that they are being asked 
to pay for electricity that was never sup-
plied.  This sometimes results in customer 
disconnections and conflicts arising, with 
customers wanting someone other than the 
distribution companies to take their case to.  
The obvious candidate to help resolve such 
conflicts is the regulator, NERC.  Distribution 
companies also complain that they bear the 
brunt of failures arising earlier on in the 
value chain, such as their being unable to 
supply end users with electricity that has 
not been received, perhaps because of a 
collapse in the transmission network, and 

Continued from last week
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generation companies not pushing enough 
electricity into the national grid because of 
lack of availability of gas or even pipeline 
vandalism.  There have also been concerns 
expressed in some quarters about the distri-
bution companies’ right to increase tariffs in 
line with the MYTO II formula even though 
the implementation of cost reflective tariffs 
is essential for the economic viability and 
sustainability of the entire electricity value 
chain and was envisaged when the Nige-
rian power sector was privatized.  With so 
many points of friction still prevalent in the 
power sector I wouldn’t advise government 
to wash its hands of the sector at this stage.  
Government should remain involved as it 
has already been doing, to help resolve these 
conflicts and ensure a smoother transition 
of the power sector to a more steady state 
than exists today.  Where government 
should consider the level of involvement 
that it retains going forward, however, is 
in the transmission space.  Transmission is 
a critical piece of the value chain; however, 
it is performing below expectations.  This is 
not sustainable going forward; hence, the 
need to review the situation and consider a 
change in approach.

In the next 365 days for Buhari as Presi-
dent and Fashola as Minister, which of these 
(generation, distribution and transmission) 
do you think is in dire need of private 
money as far as Nigeria’s power problem 
is concerned?

All parts of the electricity value chain, 
with the exception of transmission, are al-
ready within the scope of the private sector.  
There is a genuine need for new investment 
and technical expertise throughout the 
value chain, whether under private sector 
management or not.  More generation ca-
pacity is required, and we can expect to see 
more privately-financed power generation 
plants like the Azura-Edo IPP coming to mar-
ket. Traditional thermal and hydropower 
sources will continue to be required, while 
greater emphasis will be made on broaden-
ing the energy mix to include renewable 
energy sources like solar, wind, and biomass.  
For example, NBET recently signed Power 
Purchase Agreements with 12 Solar Power 
Developers for the generation of 975 mega-
watts of electricity that will eventually be 
injected into the national grid.  New invest-
ment will also be required in gas and coal to 
boost thermal power generation.  However, 
increasing power generation capacity on its 
own will not solve Nigeria’s power problem.  
The transmission network also needs invest-
ment to ensure that the electricity generated 
can be wheeled out to the distribution net-
works via which electricity is then supplied 
to end users. There is a need to expand the 
capacity and coverage of the national grid, 
and extensive rehabilitation and upgrade 
of the existing system is required to make 
it more efficient and reduce transmission 
losses.  Transmission was excluded from the 
power sector privatization and still remains 
in government’s hands.  Government’s bud-
getary constraints place limitations on what 
government can do in this space; hence, 
private investment can help finance the 
national grid too.  But not all power gener-
ated is required to go through the national 
grid – plants generating less than 25 mega-
watts can be supplied directly to customers 
via micro and mini grid networks, which 
themselves are not part of the national grid 
network.  Private investment is available to 
finance and implement smaller scale power 
solutions such as these.  More investment is 
required in the distribution networks, e.g., 
in replacing, rehabilitating, and upgrading 
equipment such as transformers, cables and 
ring main units.  The need for more meters 
is already a highly topical issue.  Scope exists 
to boost distribution company electricity 
supply capabilities through the develop-
ment and implementation of embedded 
generation plants that inject electricity 
directly into the distribution network rather 
than through the national grid.  Given the 
clear importance of private investment in 
delivering power to Nigerians, government 
should continue to do everything reasonable 
to encourage more of such investment in the 
power sector.

What part do you see ARM-Harith In-

frastructure playing in all of these?
The ARM-Harith Infrastructure Fund is 

a specialist private equity fund with a man-
date to invest in transportation, energy, and 
utility infrastructure projects throughout 
West Africa, and especially in Nigeria.  We 
have an appetite to invest in power amongst 
other infrastructure subsectors, and we have 
developed a pipeline of project opportuni-
ties from which to determine which best 
suit our mandate and other criteria.  In the 
meantime, we have already invested in the 
Nigerian power sector through our equity 
stake in the Azura-Edo IPP, a US$876 mil-
lion 450 megawatt power generation plant 
that is currently under construction on the 
outskirts of Benin City, Edo State.  We plan 
to invest more in power.

How is the presence of ARM-Harith 
Infrastructure in Nigeria contributing to 
the nation’s infrastructural development?

The ARM-Harith Infrastructure Fund is 
registered and approved by the SEC, and is 
the first of such Funds registered under the 
SEC’s new rules for Infrastructure Funds.  
The Fund has provided the platform via 
which Nigerian Pension Funds for the first 
time have made investments in the infra-
structure space.  The Azura-Edo IPP in which 
we are an equity investor is the first of a new 
wave of project-financed greenfield IPPs 
currently being developed in Nigeria, and 
the first Nigerian power project to benefit 

from the World Bank’s Partial Risk Guar-
antee structure, specifically created to meet 
the developing needs of emerging markets 
worldwide, besides benefitting from political 
risk insurance provided by the Multilateral 
Investment Guarantee Agency (“MIGA”), 
also part of the World Bank group.  The proj-
ect further benefits from a Put-Call Option 
Agreement with the Federal Government.  
These various guarantees and agreements 
demonstrate government’s willingness to 
stand behind bankable and well-developed 
infrastructure projects like the Azura-Edo 
IPP, and give investors confidence about 
government’s preparedness to provide the 
enabling environment for projects of this 
nature to be successfully implemented in 
Nigeria. We believe that our leadership in 
pioneering a Fund such as the ARM-Harith 
Infrastructure Fund, as well as our participa-
tion in a high profile, pioneering project such 
as the Azura-Edo IPP, are important aspects 
of the ongoing development of infrastruc-
ture development in Nigeria today.  It has 
also been our privilege to regularly engage 
with government, local and international 
investors, and other opinion formers, as part 
of an ongoing collective effort to positively 
shape, drive and influence the direction in 
which Nigeria’s infrastructure is evolving.

What is going on with the Azura Power 
Project in Benin which the ARM-Harith 
Infrastructure Fund co-funded?

The Azura-Edo IPP project successfully 
achieved financial close in December 2015, 
raising US$876 million in equity and debt fi-
nance from local and international investors.  
We are proud to be one of those investors.  
Construction started in earnest in January 
2016, and progress of the works is already 
ahead of schedule, thanks to the hard work 
and efforts of the EPC contractor and the 
Azura project execution team.  There is also 
good collaboration from all the investors in 
ensuring continuity of the financing, and 
government’s continued support for the 
project remains a key factor.  It’s a good start.

What has ARM-Harith Infrastructure 
been busy doing lately?

Our focus can be summarized into four 
main activity groups: managing our Fund 
operations in compliance with our regula-
tory and other obligations; monitoring the 
investment that we have already made with 
the capital raised at first close; developing 
our deal pipeline for further deployment of 
capital; and raising new capital as we prog-
ress towards final close of the Fund in 2017.

As a Nigerian with vast experience in 
infrastructure business, paint the picture 
of the hope you have concerning Nigeria’s 
ability to create employment through invest-
ment in infrastructure and the obstacles in 
the way of this hope.

While we know that obstacles do exist in 
Nigeria’s infrastructure space, I would rather 
focus on the opportunities - there are many 
in spite of the challenges.  Infrastructure 
by its nature creates jobs both directly and 
indirectly.  Constructing a new road, e.g., 
creates or sustains direct jobs during the 
construction phase, and does the same dur-
ing the operation and maintenance phase 
which follows.  Take the Lekki Toll Road 
Concession, for example.  The total direct 
headcount at the height of construction 
was around 2,000 while there are now 
around 350 or more staff operating the toll 
road today.  However, it doesn’t stop there.  
The development and implementation 
of that road was an important catalyst in 
the exponential increase of development 
along the Lekki-Epe axis, which through 
the various new housing estates, business 
establishments, and commercial and other 
activities that sprung up in the area as the 
new road infrastructure was rolled out, had a 
multiplier effect in the creation of numerous 
indirect jobs.  It is difficult to measure the ex-
act impact of the multiplier effect; however, 
it is likely that the number of indirect jobs 
created amounts to several thousand more 
than the direct jobs.  The Azura-Edo IPP will 
follow a similar pattern.  A thousand jobs are 
already estimated to be created during the 
construction and operations phases of the 
project, and there are already more than 400 
people working on the construction phase 
today.  The bigger impact will come when 
the 450 megawatts of power that the plant 
will generate is wheeled out to end users, 
which given the critical importance of elec-
tricity to all aspects of the Nigerian economy, 
will lead to thousands of indirect jobs being 
created.  But the Dangote Group refinery 
currently under construction in Lekki is in 
a different league entirely.  There, around 
135,000 direct jobs and 100,000 indirect jobs 
are anticipated.  Taking the above examples 
into account, it should be clear that the po-
tential for job creation which can be derived 
from infrastructure projects is a big enough 
incentive for all Nigerians to give serious 
attention to overcoming any obstacles that 
stand in the way of realizing this potential. 
Infrastructure in Nigeria is today receiving 
much attention from government and other 
stakeholders, which is a good thing, and we 
finally appear to have turned the corner as 
a people in coming to the realization that 
we need to do it for ourselves rather than 
wait for the outside world to parachute in 
to solve our problems for us.  This gives me 
much hope about the future of what Nigeria 
will achieve through infrastructure, even 
though I know that there are still many 
bumps along the road ahead. Nothing good 
or great comes easily; however, it is evident 
that government understands this and is 
working hard and in tandem with private 
investors to succeed in very challenging 
circumstances.

Opuiyo Oforiokuma



‘We’re focusing on revenue-generating, 
employment-creating tourism’
Apart from being the financial and commercial hub of Nigeria, and indeed Africa, there is no doubt that Lagos 
has the potential to become the tourism hub of the continent as well. And since coming to power in May 2015, 
the Governor Akinwunmi Ambode administration has vigorously pursued its vision of using tourism, hospitality, 
sports, entertainment and arts to propel Lagos to the next level and grow the state’s economy. As part of this drive, 
plans are on ground to brand Lagos as a city. Folorunsho Folarin-Coker, the state Commissioner for Tourism, 
Arts and Culture, tells CHUKS OLUIGBO and OBINNA EMELIKE about the planned launch of Brand Lagos, the 
forthcoming Lagos at 50 celebration, as well as other plans to truly make Lagos Africa’s tourism hub. Excerpts: 

W
e have heard 
talks about 
the launch 
of the Brand 
Lagos. Could 

you talk us through what this 
is all about?

Governor Akinwunmi Am-
bode has decided that to drive 
the positive conversations about 
Lagos, Lagos needs to be branded 
as a city and on the 27th to 29th 
of July, we are going to start 
the branding process. Lagos is 
not a city that you can brand in 
one day or in one event; it is too 
diverse. You can brand it for the 
rich and affluent in one way, you 
have to brand it for the poor and 
not-so-affluent in another way, 
and you have to also brand it for 
the students in another way. So, 
from 27th to 29th July, which is 
the first phase, we are going to 
embark on the mission to brand 
Lagos. Our master brand is not 
new; it’s ‘One Lagos’. We started 
One Lagos Fiesta last year, which 
was to introduce the concept of 
inclusion and One Lagos. This 
year, July 27th, we will start 
with the ‘One Lagos’ master 
brand and our logo will be ‘Love 
Lagos’ [captured as one word 
with the love sign embedded in 
the ‘O’ in Lagos]. The difference 
between the current logo and 
the one we used for the ‘One 
Lagos Fiesta’ is that for the fiesta, 
the ‘O’ in Lagos was a multicolour 
‘O’, but now it’s a heart showing 
the multicolour, the diversity 
and richness of Lagos. It’s the 
heart of Lagos. If you talk about 
Lagos you are talking about the 
heartbeat of Lagos, the heartbeat 
of Africa. So this is where we 
are going to begin this journey. 
The journey will begin in July 
and over the next few months 
we will roll out different pro-
grammes that are going to be 
branded ‘One Lagos, Food and 
Flavours of Lagos’, ‘One Lagos, 
Beer Festival’, ‘One Lagos, Festi-
val of Arts and Culture’, etc. So 
once you start hearing all those 
‘One Lagos’ things, it’s building 
up to the end of the year when 
we will have the ‘One Lagos Fi-
esta’. Then we start again at the 
beginning of the year building 
up to the birthday of the state 
which is 27th of May, 2017. That 
is the day we can say yes, Lagos 
is fully launched as a brand 
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because we would have done 
the build-up over the next nine 
months or so. You are also aware 
that Lagos is 50, and branding 
Lagos will truly occur when the 
governor celebrates Lagos State 
at 50. So, Lagos at 50 is driving 
one angle while Brand Lagos is 
being driven by the Ministry of 
Tourism in another angle to all 
collide in the huge extravaganza 
that will occur in May 2017.    

Talking about tourism, what, 
in specific terms, does Lagos 
have to offer in terms of tourist 
attractions?  

In the lead-up to this celebra-
tion, we have to define first of 
all what tourism is in Lagos and 
what the various forms of tour-
ism are that we need to focus on 
as these are the revenue-gen-
erating, employment-creating 
types of tourism. Then we need 
to look at the assets of Lagos. 
What does Lagos have in terms 
of physical, hard assets, like heri-
tage sites in Badagry to Epe, the 
waterways? What are we doing 

Our popula-
tion is an asset; 
our market is an 
asset that you 
cannot just ig-
nore. The film 
industry of La-
gos is number 

two in the world 
with just under 
1,000 movies. 

The population 
of Lagos is at 
22 million and 

growing
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with those physical assets now? 
We have documented heritage 
sites in Epe; we have document-
ed heritage sites in Badagry and 
we hope to start work on them 
in the next few months. Heritage 
sites of Badagry have all been 
documented with drawn maps 
so that by the time Lagos cel-
ebrates 50, if you come to Lagos 
to celebrate Lagos at 50, you will 
be in a position to take a boat 
ride from Falomo to Badagry, 
get out just behind the Heritage 
Museum and you will be able to 
visit 13 heritage sites in Badagry, 
get back onto the boat and come 
to the mainland. From Falomo 
also you can go to Ejinrin in Epe 
Division, go to the Ejinrin slave 
port, the Ejinrin slave market, 
to Shogbo, Eredo, the first police 
station in Lagos, among others. 
So from Central Lagos you will 

be able to go to these two places 
as destinations, exploring the 
waterways as well rather than 
just sitting down in the built-up 
Ikoyi, Victoria Island, etc.

What do we also have? Our 
population is an asset; our mar-
ket is an asset that you cannot 
just ignore. The film industry 
of Lagos is number two in the 
world with just under 1,000 
movies. The population of Lagos 
is at 22 million and growing. 
When we look at the implication 
of that with the music industry 
that dominates the music of Af-
rica, it’s like a cooking pot and 
we have all the ingredients in it. 

We have got the numbers 
in the market, we have got the 
music, we have got the films, 
we have got the attitude of the 
people who enjoy consuming 
these things. So all we need to 

do is to ignite these common 
ingredients to push the tourism 
industry. And what type of tour-
ism are we talking about here? 
Our first drive is community 
tourism where we living in La-
gos consume more of Lagos. 

If you don’t love yourself 
enough, you don’t consume 
enough of your own, how do 
you expect others to come and 
consume what you are trying 
to sell? Look, if we all face one 
Mama Put now and decide that 
that Mama Put is the best, even 
if she is not the best, we are 
going to focus on her, eat her 
food and make her improve her 
services. Sooner or later that 
Mama Put will be the best Mama 
Put, sooner or later she will open 
another branch and take more 
staff on, and then we may need 
to tax her a little bit. What I am 

trying to say is that it is in the 
greater consumption of what 
we currently have, internal to 
us, local to us, produced by us, 
that we can grow our tourism 
cottage industries and create 
the revenues internally that will 
grow the naira. Whatever you 
are going to spend on a trip to 
Dubai, please consider checking 
into the resort in Epe for a long 
weekend; discover some of our 
local heritages. 

How many parents take their 
children to the Central Mosque 
or the Oba’s palace? Put the 
children on a bus tour – there are 
people who do tours in Central 
Lagos who showcase the Na-
tional Museum, the Oba’s palace, 
the Central Mosque, the Cathe-
dral Church of Christ, Holy Cross 
Cathedral, Tinubu Square, etc. 
These are areas, honestly, that 
people don’t ever even bother 
to go and see. Cover your hair 
as a lady and go into the Central 
Mosque; it’s an amazing piece of 
architecture. 

When last did you wander 
through the Cathedral Church of 
Christ or Holy Cross Cathedral? 
The doors are open and they 
are wonderful places to take 
people to look at what is part of 
the heritage of Lagos. You see, 
I keep going back to this: we 
must consume Lagos. It is in the 
consumption of Lagos that we 
can grow the naira, reduce our 
dependency on other economies, 
on other currencies, for the ben-
efit of not just our generation 
but the future generation. If we 
keep consuming all the things 
that we don’t grow, what will be 
left for our children to consume? 
Nothing.

What is the state doing to 
attract investment in the tour-
ism sector?

From where we are and 
the limited resources we have, 
we stretch our arms out and 
open ourselves to partnership, 
through our Lagos Global Office, 
with people who are willing to 
invest in amusement parks, like 
Apapa Amusement Park which 
we opened not long ago and it is 
doing very well. We are looking 
for partnership with reputable 
international institutions to 
establish a film school. We don’t 
have an international film school 
like they have in London or New 
York or California, but we are 
number two in the world. What 
will we be if we have a film 
school? We don’t have a music 
school, but our music dominates 
Africa. We are looking to partner 
with people, we have a deficit of 
about 8,000 hotel rooms in La-
gos. Even though Nigeria has the 
highest number of hotel rooms 
in Africa, we still have a deficit 
and we are looking for investors 
to come and partner. We will cre-
ate the enabling environment. 
Government really has no busi-
ness in business, but we create 
the enabling environment for 
businesses to thrive. The market 
is there to consume all that can 
be produced. It is a question of 
producing and improving the 
quality of what we have for us to 
be able to say we have stronger 
establishments and stronger 

institutions.
There were things the min-

istry was doing before that we 
no longer see. For instance, some 
festivals like Eyo, the Carnival, 
and the Black Heritage Festival, 
all of which used to draw traffic 
to the city. What is the position 
of your ministry now on these 
celebrations?

First of all, Eyo is something 
that is socio-cultural to us in 
Lagos, but it is not something 
you just bring out. It comes 
with the consent of the king of 
Lagos and it is for very specific 
reasons. When the king decides 
that those specific reasons have 
come together, he will announce 
that we will have an Eyo Festival 
on such and such a date. But it 
is not just the pronouncement 
of the festival, there are special 
ceremonies that precede the 
pronouncement of that festival. 
I have been informed by His 
Royal Majesty, Oba Rilwanu Ba-
batunde Osuolale Akiolu that we 
will have an Eyo Festival soon 
and I imagine that in the 50th an-
niversary of Lagos State, with all 
the things that have also helped 
to qualify for the Eyo Festival, 
we will have Eyo.

What was Lagos Carnival? 
Whose culture does the carnival 
reflect? Brazilians. Where are 
the Brazilians in Lagos? They 
are in a section of Lagos Island 
– Campos, Tinubu Square, etc. 
When they are ready, we will 
support the carnival in the Bra-
zilian way, in conjunction with 
all the other cultures and com-
munities that are on the Island. 
On Island Day we will celebrate 
them, just as we are going to 
celebrate the cultures of Badagry 
where the Black Heritage used to 
hold. The Black Heritage Festival 
is not just about the slave trade 
experience, it goes beyond that. 
The culture of the Egun people 
is very rich and they have a lot 
to celebrate; so, on Badagry Day 
we will celebrate the indigenous 
cultures of Badagry. But we will 
also remember that slavery was 
predominant in this area.

You must understand that 
things must evolve; what we 
were doing in 2009 we have to 
find a way of redefining it by 
2016 or as it becomes stale. And, 
you know, that’s what we have 
been in the process of planning. 
You must also look at how heav-
ily loaded we have been in this 
first year of the Akinwunmi 
Ambode administration. We 
have Lagos at 50 coming up; 
we did One Lagos Fiesta where 
we decentralised it from one 
location to 25 locations, that’s 
25 concerts in five days. And we 
have a limited budget to do most 
of these things. So some of these 
things we have left to rearrange, 
redefine and then come back to 
them in the second year.

Lagos is a city of aquatic 
splendour. In places like Cape 
Town and Durban in South Af-
rica, they make a lot of money 
just from their waterside, but I 
am not sure Lagos is earning as 
much as it should from there. 
What are you doing to create 

Continues on page 26
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that kind of fun for people who 
are willing to pay for it and so 
generate revenue for Lagos?

Twenty-two percent of La-
gos is water. Lagos is beautiful 
depending on how you look 
at it. If you look at it from how 
most people see it, it has some 
question marks. I will take you 
on a tour of Lagos and show 
you Lagos from my own per-
spective. The waterways are 
beautiful. The government has 
just taken a decision to desilt 
the Macgregor Canal which 
links from Awolowo Road to 
Obalende so that we can have 
the tide coming in and out from 
the inland harbour which is by 
Third Mainland Bridge, through 
there going out to Marina, Takwa 
Bay, etc. Then we are dredging 
the shallow waters from Lekki to 
Epe, from Apapa to Badagry, so 
that those routes are pliable. We 
are dredging the Five Cowries 
Creek. Over time sand has been 
washed into the lagoon so the 
lagoon is getting shallower and 
when it rains there’s a spill-over. 
So we are dredging it, and one of 
the beauties of dredging is that 
you get white sand, and one of 
the beauties of white sand at the 
bottom of water is that it reflects 
light. The bottom of our lagoon is 
muddy, that is why you just see 
it as black. We have had issues 
of safety on our waterways and 
I believe those issues have been 
rigorously addressed. The waters 
are being charted; the quality 
of boats and the supervision of 
the protocol of getting on a boat, 
putting on a life jacket, locking 
it, knowing what to do in an 
emergency, all those things are 
being addressed. I believe we 
will begin to reap the benefits of 
all these things. Water transport 
exists on the waterways already, 
but what we are talking about 
is water-based tourism, where 
people get on the water just for 
sightseeing. I think that will 
improve.

Is there a collaboration be-
tween your ministry and the 
Lagos Global Office to really 
make this environment en-
abling for willing investors to 
come in and invest in the tour-
ism sector of Lagos?

Lagos Global is your gateway 
to investment in Lagos State 
government. It is a business-like 
environment, not a government-
like environment. When you 
walk in, you tell them what you 
want and they will evaluate it. 
If it works, if it is viable, they 
will pass it on to me. My job is 
to hold your hand and make 
sure that the difficulties of do-
ing business with government 
are eradicated. That means I will 
hold your hands through Lands 
Bureau, through survey, through 
the permissions you require for 
you to make your investment. 
But Lagos Global has to clear you 
that you have the money, that 
your money is from a known 
source, and that your plan will 
work. Once that is done, come. 
You see, if you make it easier to 
do business with government, a 
lot more people will do business. 

So that is the synergy between 
Lagos Global and a lot of the 
ministries.

You spoke about community 
tourism. A lot of Lagosians are 
hungry to tour Lagos, to visit 
places in Lagos and see some of 
the things you’ve mentioned, 
but they are constrained by the 
difficulty in moving around on 
Lagos roads. Is anything being 
done to address this?

Well, the following routes 
have just been earmarked for 
water transportation and chan-

explore the alternatives. Before 
the light rail comes, before the 
Cable Car comes, what is real 
and on ground is the waterways 
and you just have to understand 
the safety elements of it – make 
sure you have a good life jacket, 
that the life jacket can carry your 
weight, if the driver is speeding 
you caution him, don’t keep quiet 
out of fear, make sure it is a de-
cent water taxi you are getting 
into, etc. I am on the waterways, 
weather permitting, almost ev-
ery week and I love the water 
and I try to comment as often 
as I can on what I see that is not 
happening and a lot has been 
done on the waterways. The 
waterways have traffic lights 
now and the waters are now 
being cleared and channelized 
and being mapped so you know 
where to go and where not to 
go; so you know the deep ends 
from the shallow ends. It’s a 
development issue. Step by step, 
I believe, water transportation 
and water tourism will become 
rooted.

You said Lagos has 8,000 
hotel room deficit; what is be-
ing done to address this deficit 
or attract investors in the hotel 
space?

Decent hotel rooms exist in 
decent hotel chains. They are 
all chasing something called the 
global dollar and that global dol-
lar moves to where it can make 
profit, where it can make money; 
dollar doesn’t go to where it 
will lose money. This is an en-
vironment where we have the 
population that has created the 
demand. So, it’s a good place 
for individuals to build hotels 

because they will fill the hotels, 
the occupancy will be there. 
We have had a global economic 
downturn, yes; business is not 
booming as it should, yes, but 
are the fundamentals good? 
Yes. Is the future good? Yes. Is 
the currency stable, now it’s 
been deregulated and everyone 
knows where they are? Yes. 
Politically, we have crossed the 
hurdle about three times. So 
there’s political stability, there’s 
economic stability, there’s steady 
demand; those are the ingredi-
ents that attract capital to invest 
in things like hotel space. So, 
from where I stand, I think La-
gos is right for investment and 
government has stretched out 
its hands for partnership. We 
are saying to investors, come, 
let us partner, let us create the 
enabling environment for you 
to plant your dollar for it to grow 
naira so you can now take it out 
at the floating exchange rate if 
you so choose, or else continue 
to grow it here.

Hotel owners association in 
Lagos has been calling for the 
removal of consumption tax, 
arguing that VAT is already bit-
ing hard on them. What’s being 
done to address this?

How many taxes do you pay 
in a hotel when you go to Lon-
don? You pay VAT, and you pay 
another tax, whether it is the 
hotel consumption tax or some-
thing else. You see, the state has 
a state tax that is enabled by law 
and the Federal Government has 
a tax that is also enabled by law. 
There are two taxes there. The 
hotel association has come and 
said they feel that they pay mul-
tiple bills and we have explained 
all the bills to them. But further-
more, we took the case to the 
governor and the governor has 
instructed the attorney-general 
to look at all the bills, from do-
mestic households to businesses, 
harmonise them and present to 
him one or two bills. So if you 
are a hotel owner you pay one or 
two bills. That way, it is cheaper 
for me to collect instead of send-
ing you five bills and chasing you 
five times, and it is easier for you 
to structure and pay. So we are 
trying to harmonise, but that 
we can get rid of them? You see, 
what revenue does government 
have? The days of something for 
nothing from government are 
gone. The revenues are not there, 
oil prices are down, production is 
down, and the global economy is 
slow. We are managing with the 
limited resources we have, and 
part of it is everybody paying 
a little tax. What is the tax base 
of Lagos? What is the population 
of Lagos and how many people 
pay taxes in Lagos? How many 
people pay for the 22 million 
people? It’s less than 5 million. 
So, we should encourage people 
to pay tax because it lessens the 
burden on those of us on the tax 
ladder already. Taxes are neces-
sary for governments to the 
things they need to do for the 
people. It’s not an evil.

Continued from page 25

Folorunsho Folarin-Coker

nelization of the waterways is 
ongoing: Badore-Five Cowries, 
Badore-Ijede, Baiyeku-Ajah, 
Baiyeku-Langbasa, Ebute Ojo-
Marina, Ijede-Marina/CMS, 
Ikorodu-Falomo, Mile 2-Ma-
rina, Oworonsoki-Five Cowries, 
Ikorodu-Oworonsoki, Marina/
CMS-Oworonsoki-Ebute Ero. 
Now that’s a huge alternative. 
If you live in Ikorodu, how long 
does it take you to get to Falomo 
Bridge or CMS by ferry? About 
40 minutes. If you use LagBus, 
maybe one hour. But we have to 
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W
hen Lt. Gen. Abdurahman Dambazzau 
(rtd), minister of Interior, issued the 
press release announcing the exten-
sion of the Id el Fitri holiday by an 
additional day; he cleverly attributed it 

to a “directive” by the Sultan of Sokoto that the Ramadan 
fast should continue till Tuesday since the moon was not 
sighted on Monday. He saw it as smart move based on 
the level religion has been used to play politics in Nigeria 
and how every manner of indiscretion is excused on the 
altar of religion. 

It is the way we are and how successive leaderships 
have defined our national ethos. Laziness, incompetence, 
lack of initiative and outright mischief have all been 
dressed in religious garb, the one platform that enjoys 
absolute immunity from scrutiny and rational evalua-
tion. Any embittered business person may be forgiven 
to assume that the government is again playing politics 
with religion. But that is definitely not the case here. In 
directing the Moslem faithful to continue the fasting for 
an additional day, the Sultan did not express any concern 
that they may be unable to fulfill the religious obligations 
associated with the end of the fast. That had already been 
accommodated by the two-day holiday. 

The Muhammadu Buhari administration of which 
Dambazzau is a distinguished member of the powerful 
kitchen cabinet had the “misfortune” of taking the reins 
of power as the oil crisis deepened. It admonished Ni-
gerians to gird their loins for tough times ahead that can 
only be overcome with hard work and sacrifice. The call 
was not misplaced. Up to 27 states are now technically 
bankrupt and unable to meet the basic responsibility of 
paying workers’ salaries. More than 30 percent of the 2016 
budget, its signature document for charting a new course 
for the country, is deficit-based. The naira has taken an 

unprecedented bashing, making the take home pay of the 
lucky few still with paid jobs almost worthless.

These and more are the indices of an economy on 
an emergency. If the minister was conscious of the fact 
that Nigeria’s economy is on a cliff hanger and needed 
drastic measures to turn things around, he has not shown 
it. On the contrary, by his bizarre decision to extend the 
holiday, he gave the impression we are a nation of con-
tented people. 

The average Nigerian has never depended on govern-
ment for hand outs. Apart from roads which he cannot 
handle on his own, every businessman has to provide 
his own electricity, water as well as the entire take-off 
capital. All he wants is to be left alone to do his business by 
government and its agents. That - the freedom to cater for 
the well being of his family - is precisely what Dambazzau 
denied him by shutting down the economy for one week. 
As a commentator on one of the social networks stated, 
if workers, including civil servants were paid on hourly 
basis, would the minister had taken his bizarre decision 
for a ceremony that holds on just one day?

Some may be tempted to dismiss the action of the 
minister as a one off. Not so. It is more a pointer to the 
mentality of the men President Buhari has trusted to help 
him stem the steep decline of the economy. At a time like 
this, Nigerians needed signals and leadership from gov-
ernment that things can be turned around. Dambazzau’s 
attitude is the antithesis of the body language the people 
were looking for. 

Apparently, he sees the power within his grasp as an 
end, a tool to actualise primordial sentiments. If he was 
inclined towards nation building, he would probably have 
thought twice about filling all the leadership positions in 
the agencies under his ministry with only people of his 
stock and faith.
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After undergoing the most divisive election in Nigeria’s 
democratic history in 2015, this administration had the 
unique opportunity of giving us a fresh start. The country 
needed healing. It was a matter of leading by example and 
motivating the people. This is the major cause for concern 
on the president’s cabinet. President Buhari has stridently 
spoken of his desire to give Nigerians a new beginning, but 
he does not have people who earnestly share his vision 
around him. Nigerians are not indolent people. From 
the unskilled who daily stands by the road side to await 
builders and contractors that could use his service to the 
average trader, farmer and professionals, they do not wait 
on government.

The words of Yinka Odumakin of Afenifere encapsu-
late the harm of the shut down on the country: “It only 
shows how unserious we are about nation building. We 
cannot afford such indolent disposition if this were an 
economy based on productivity. But because all we need 
to do is to hold the calculator multiply the price of crude 
in the international market and multiply the number of 
barrels of crude we are able to extract from the Niger Delta, 
we can be living irresponsibly”.

If any segment of the population is lazy, it is the lead-
ers - elected and appointed - who assured of unrestricted 
access to stupendous wealth, mainly illegally take the for-
tunes of the people for granted. It is amazing how they still 
manage to unabashedly pass the responsibility of making 
things better to the hard working Nigerian. Dambazzau’s 
call on the people is as hollow as it is meaningless. He 
called on Nigerians ‘to use this period [of the forced shut 
down of the economy] for sober reflections to ensure 
harmony, unity and peaceful co-existence, while giving full 
support to the administration of President Buhari”. Really?

A public Affairs Commentator writes from Asaba
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B
eyond the re c ent 
threat by the Lagos 
State government to 
invoke the law against 
hawking in the state, 

the pathetic aspect of the story 
of the hawking business is that 
it is like the opium which, once 
sniffed, cast its hold on the sniff-
er. Nigeria may have lost many 
engineers, doctors, lawyers, 
journalists, etc to that hazardous 
venture.  

When the 14-seater Peace 
Mass Transit Toyota Hiace bus 
left the garage to Lagos that 
beautiful morning of October 
10, 2013, Hilary Ugwu did not 
bid farewell to Abakaliki, his 
city of birth.

There was no need to be emo-
tional because the teenager was 
sure of returning to the city in 
April to write the Joint Admis-
sion and Matriculation Board 
(JAMB) examination.

His trip to Lagos was to join 
his hustler cousin at Idumota 
market in Lagos Island in hawk-
ing fairly-used cloths in order 
to raise money to buy JAMB 
form, register, sit and pass the 
examination in fulfillment of the 
conditions given by a foundation 
offering him scholarship.

Three years down the line, 
the poor but brilliant Hilary still 
hawks fairly-used cloths. He 
cannot recall what happened 
to his ambition of becoming the 
first lawyer in his kindred, but 
always groaned at the seven Al-
phas (7As) he made in the West 
African Senior School Certificate 
that is lying waste.

While Hilary, (now in his 
early 20s) can still retrace his 
steps if helped, Tosin Kazeem, a 
28-year fruit hawker in popular 
CMS Lagos, has resigned to her 
fate after dropping out of school 
at Senior Secondary One (SS1) in 
2004 due to teenage pregnancy. 
Though the once brilliant stu-
dent wanted to return to school 
after having stillbirth, the pre-
vailing situation then forced 
her to self-help, and eventually 
hawking groundnut from Orile 
in 2006 to Ojuelegba and now 
fruits in CMS. That was how her 

hope of becoming a chartered 
accountant was dashed.

As well, Enuma Mordi, a 
snack and soft drinks hawker at 
Cele Bus Stop, Lagos, regretted 
that his dream of becoming an 
international footballer is dying 
at the expense of hawking. “I 
started hawking to raise money 
for foreign club trial in Madrid, 
Spain in 2014. We were to go 
by road through the desert and 
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 …Who will bell the cat?

Hawking and the 
road not taken

Beyond running after moving vehicles to sell their goods and facing some challenging 
situations, most hawkers have dreams they may never actualise, as street-trading influ-
ence lingers beyond their imaginations write OBINNA EMELIKE and MABEL DIMMA
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I was asked to bring N400,000 
for the trip. Having no helper, I 
decided to hawk because one of 
my friends used it to raise money 
to travel to South Africa last two 
years. But raising that money 
through hawking has not been 
easy”, Enuma disclosed.

The young man joined street 
boys to play to keep fit some 
weekends, but feared losing 
form and may not travel again.

However, Hilary, Tosin and 
Enuma are not alone. Of course, 
there are over 50, 000 hawkers 
in Lagos alone, who ply their 
trade on streets, open spaces, 
major roads and especially on 
highway during traffic jam. 
Out of the over 50,000 hawkers 
are dreams of becoming doc-
tors, lawyers, engineers, pilots 
among professionals that never 
materialised.

But one common denomina-
tor of the hawkers is lack of 
skills. This also buttressed the 
fact that the hawkers can engage 
in apprenticeship or acquire 
skills in other endeavours to bet-
ter their lives as education eludes 
them. Yet, 50 percent of hawkers 
in the country today, especially 
Lagos chose to hawk.

“One madam that likes me 
once asked me to come and learn 
hair dressing free of charge in 
her salon, but I declined because 
of the small profit and freedom I 
think I am enjoying hawking my 
fruits”, Tosin said.

“One NGO came here promis-
ing to guarantee us in acquiring 

skills in plumbing, alumaco, 
welding, tilling, hair dressing, 
fashion and design, movie mak-
ing, bartending among others 
that will make us self-reliant. It 
was in partnership with Lagos 
State government and they 
promised to give us startup 
capital or buy us equipment. We 
doubted their sincerity, but five 
hawkers that followed them are 
working for themselves now. 
I truly regret not making that 
move because you have to pay 
now, fill forms and bring guaran-
tors who pay tax to participate”, 
Elvis Uduma, a plantain chips 
hawker, said.

What is bothering Elvis, who 
is now 24 years, is how long he 
will keep hawking considering 
the meager profit he makes daily 
due to the economic downturn. 
He makes an average of N1,500 
for selling around five bags of 
plantain chips a day, Tosin makes 
N2000 from hawking fruits 
every day. But the guys who 
sell snacks and cold soft drinks 
make the most money. But that 
was then and not now that com-
muters are struggling with high 
cost of transportation.

It is obvious hawkers make 
money, but amid risks, molesta-
tions and negative influences. 
“On January 19 this year, a fel-
low hawker was knocked down 
by a bullion van while running 
to collect his money from a 
customer on a moving commer-
cial bus. With siren and armed 
occupants, the van meandered 

through the traffic. We took our 
friend to hospital, but he cannot 
hawk again due to broken legs”, 
Elvis said.

“I always pay my hawking 
permit; sometimes N500, N7000 
or N1000 depending on the local 
tout group that is collecting it. 
However, I always pray not to 
fall into the hands of KAI bri-
gade. That is the worst because 
they will arrest you and seize 
your goods for hawking”, Tosin 
said.

But the worst for Hilary is 
that some criminals pretend to 
be hawkers and rob unsuspect-
ing motorists and bringing bad 
name to them.

“One day, I witnessed a well-
dressed young man change his 
cloth to sometime rag and force-
fully collected a carton from 
a hawker. Within 20 minutes 
we heard gun shots. He was 
alone and robbed motorists on 
gunpoint. We could not do any-
thing because police vehicle was 
parked nearby and they should 
have heard the shooting”, Hilary 
said, but not holding brief for 
some hawkers who due to bad 
influence do all sorts of things 
to survive.

But the bombshell for these 
hawkers is the decision by the 
Lagos State government to en-
force the Lagos State Street Trad-
ing and Illegal Market Prohibi-
tion Law 2003 which restricts 
street trading and hawking in 
the metropolis. The enforcement 
took effect from July 1, 2016 and 

Sunday Magazine

many hawkers have already 
been arrested and some are fac-
ing prosecutions for hawking. 
The law, which recommends 
90,000 fine, six months jail term 
or both for hawkers and even 
those who buy from them, might 
be a blessing in disguise for 
those who lack the will to leave 
hawking.  

Besides those whose goods 
are seized and others facing pros-
ecutions, the foremost casualty 
of the enforcement is a street 
hawker who was knocked down 
by an articulated truck while 
trying to evade arrest from offi-
cials of Kick Against Indiscipline 
(KAI) along Maryland Bus stop 
on Wednesday last week.

But the big question is what 
will they do now? “I still want 
to go back to school”, Hilary 
said. Elvis insisted on traveling 
out, though he has a balance 
of N150,000 for the N400,000 
required for his trip to Spain for 
football trial.  But Tosin is hoping 
to learn hair dressing if anybody 
can help her access a little from 
the Lagos State N25 billion Em-
ployment Trust Fund to enable 
her open a saloon afterwards.

But majority of the male 
hawkers think commercial mo-
torcycle popularly known as 
‘Okada’ is the easiest way of 
staying in Lagos and out of KIA’s 
dragnet, as if the law will not go 
after Okada riders as witnessed 
in the past. But a few who cannot 
cope are thinking of relocating 
to other states and cities where 
hawking is allowed.

Putting herself in the shoes 
of the helpless hawkers, Oby 
Ezekwesili, a foremost activist, 
asked: “Hawking is option of 
last resort. How many if they 
had better options would choose 
hawking?”

She noted that they are hawk-
ers because of lack of skills, even 
the ones with skills and educa-
tion are forced into hawking 
because of no jobs, and are all 
the result of poor economic op-
portunities.

For her, hawkers, which are 
part of the informal economy 
in Nigeria worth 41.1 percent, 
according to Nigeria Bureau of 
statistics (NBS) 2015 GDP report, 
are usually threatened with bans 
because: “Not just Nigeria public 
sector, but other economies 
sadly treat informal sector with 
a lot of suspicion. The reason 
Public Sector mostly suspects 
informality is it equates it with 
criminality; a policy dilemma”.

Instead of the ban on hawk-
ing, Ezekwesili said a “soft sys-
tem of organising’ is an incentive 
to separate hawking from illegal-
ity, hence recommends licensing 
with Targeted Support.

Based on the Targeted Sup-
port, Kelvin Iyaste, a lawyer, 
noted that a few of the hawkers 
who are of school age should be 
encouraged to go back to school, 
while those who can learn skills 
should do so in order to better 
their lives.  “Whenever I see a 
hawker, I keep asking why he or 
she chose to do that. You can take 
up a job in the many shopping 
malls opening everyday because 
you need little or no qualification 
to get in there. The hotel sector 
offer many job opportunities as 
well. For me, instead of hawking, 
I will go for something that has 
future. Of course, I did bus con-
ducting to augment my school 
fees. Today, some bus conduc-
tors I know then are still around 
from one bus and garage to the 
other. That is not life and same 
as hawking”.

Well, while all these sound 
‘Greek’ to most hawkers. The 
only language they understand 
now is what else to do beyond 
hawking as the hard economic 
realities of our time is enough to 
lure a few of them into crime to 
make ends meet. “Nobody cares 
if I live or die, so why should 
I care if someone is dying”, a 
hawker was heard saying to 
probably a relation on phone.  If 
he can say that to a close person, 
he can do anything to others if 
situation pushes him to the wall.

This is the time the services 
of business development con-
sultants are needed most, NGOs, 
social clubs and even religious 
organsiations. All they need 
is to help gather and organise 
some hawkers who are willing 
into groups to enable them ac-
cess the Lagos State N25 billion 
Employment Trust Fund, change 
their business, go back to school 
or learn some skills.

 But who will bell the cat as 
the hawkers are truly on their 
own?
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Delta resumes services to Havana 
after 55 years of US-Cuba ‘war’

F
ifty-five years 
after dire ct 
flights from 
t h e  U n i t e d 
States to Ha-

vana, Cuba was em-
bargoed as a result of 
political instability be-
tween the United States 
of America (USA) and 
Cuba, Delta Air Lines 
has concluded arrange-
ments to resume flight 
services to Havana.

The carrier said it 
would service this route 
from New York-JFK, 
Atlanta and Miami.

The disclosure was 
made by the U.S. De-
partment of Transpor-
tation (DOT). This is 
coming as the Ameri-
can carrier lauded the 
DOT for awarding the 
airline the ability to 

resume operating dai-
ly, nonstop scheduled 
service to the Carib-
bean island for the 
first time in almost 55 
years.

It would be recalled 
that Delta inherited 
passenger service to 
Havana, Cuba, from 
its merger with Chi-
cago and Southern Air 
Lines (C&S) on May 
1, 1953, offering non-
stop flights from New 
Orleans.

 Political instability 
and profitability issues 
ultimately led Delta 
to suspend service on 
December 1, 1961. From 
2002-2004 Delta oper-
ated charters between 
New York-JFK and Ha-
vana.

 In October 2011, 
Delta began operating 
up to a dozen charter 
flights to Havana per 

week with daily ser-
vice from Miami and 
weekly service from 
Atlanta and New York-
JFK. It operated almost 
500 trips before sus-
pending service on Dec. 
29, 2012.

Recently, in 2015, 
Delta performed three 
ad hoc charter flights 
including one that car-
ried the Minnesota Or-
chestra back to Cuba 
for its first performance 
on the island in more 
than 85 years.

“Today has been a 
long-awaited moment 
to celebrate Delta’s his-
toric return to Cuba, 
and we thank Secre-
tary Foxx, his team 
and the other U.S. of-
ficials for granting us 
the authority to pro-
vide Havana service 
from Atlanta, Miami 
and New York,” said 

IFEOMA OKEKE
Nicolas Ferri, Delta’s 
Vice President – Latin 
America and the Carib-
bean.

“We look forward to 
providing the market 
with excellent customer 
and operational perfor-
mance that will reunite 
families and support a 
new generation of trav-
elers seeking to engage 
and explore this truly 
unique destination.

“Additionally, I’d like 
to commend the effort 
of our cross-divisional 
teams at Delta, who are 
working diligently to 
address the unique lo-
gistical challenges to 
reestablishing daily 
scheduled Havana ser-
vice.”

All routes are subject 
to Cuban regulatory ap-
proval. Delta will begin 
selling seats to Havana 
this summer.

Ogun moves to fast-track 
adjudication on legal matters, 
opens multi-door court 

A
s part of ef-
forts to bring 
justice closer 
to the people 

and quicken dispensa-
tion of justice, the State 
Judiciary in collabora-
tion with the Institute 
of Chartered Mediators 
and Conciliation (ICMC) 
have commenced the 
construction of a model 
for the Ogun Multi-door 
Court House Project in 
Abeokuta.

Chief Judge of the 
State, Justice Olatokunbo 
Olopade who revealed 
this during the 7th Ogun 
State Bar and Bench 
forum workshop held 
at the Cultural Centre, 
Abeokuta said that the 
initiative which started 
few months back began 
with the construction of 
the first courthouse in 
the state, in Abeokuta 
which would soon be 
replicated in Ota and 
Ijebu axis of the state.

She said the multi-
door courthouse initia-
tive would afford people 
with civil cases easy ac-
cess to justice without 
delay through alterna-
tive dispute resolution 
mechanism without 
recourse to the normal 
court settings.

Justice Olopade re-

M
aureen Onyeka-
chukwu Ekwun-
ife, a widow and 
resident of Onit-

sha, Anambra State, who won 
one-million naira in the ongo-
ing Diamond Bank plc, Month-
ly Savings Extra Promo, has 
been rewarded by the bank.

The promo, which is part 
of the corporate social re-
sponsibility (CSR) programme 
of the bank, was instituted to 

reward loyal customers and 
also to encourage the habit 
of saving amongst Nigerians, 
says Iheanyi Nwanosike, area 
manager, Diamond Bank plc.

Nwanosike, while present-
ing the cheque to the winner, 
in Onitsha, reaffirmed that the 
programme, which aims at giv-
ing back to the society.

To qualify for the promo, 
which is open to both new 
and existing customers, 
Nwanosike explained that 
new customers are expected 
to open a DiamondXtra sav-

GODFREY OFURUM, Onitsha ings account and deposit 5,000 
Naira, which could be done by 
walking into any Diamond 
Bank branch.

He however stated that 
a customer may be required 
to provide an identification 
card (ID card), two passport 
photographs and proof of 
address.

But for existing custom-
ers, he explained that they 
would simply maintain a 
minimum balance of N5,000 
to qualify for the promo, 
noting that every additional 

Widow wins N1m in Diamond Bank 
monthly savings extra promo

N5,000 in customers account 
increases his/her chances of 
winning.

According to him, “This 
programme is real. This is the 
8th edition of the annual pro-
gramme, a social responsibility 
scheme, from Diamond Bank 
to reward our customers, who 
have found us worthy among 
other banks in Nigeria”.

The recipient, Maureen 
Ekwunife, a widow, who lost 
her husband, last year, ex-
pressed joy at the develop-
ment, saying that she never, 
anticipated the windfall that 
came less than one-month 
after she opened an account 
with Diamond Bank.

 Amid an ecstatic smile, 
she lauded Diamond Bank 
plc, for the gesture. “I thank 
the management of Diamond 
Bank plc. I was very happy the 
day I was informed that I won 
the promo. This is just like a 
miracle, because I’ve never 
been this lucky before.

 “Since the day I was an-
nounced the winner, many 
of my friends have opened 
accounts with Diamond Bank. 
It’s really a remarkable day in 
my life”.

The presentation of the 
cheque to the winner, was 
done at the premises of Eastern 
Distilleries and Food Industries 
Limited, a foremost manufac-
turer of alcoholic beverages in 
Onitsha, where the husband of 
the winner, was a top manager 
before his demise.

L-R: Innocent Ogbu, business manager, Diamond Bank plc, Maureen Ekwunife and Uchenna Agbowo, business manager, 
Business Banking, Diamond Bank plc, at the presentation of N1 million cheque to Ekwuunife, at the premises of Eastern 
Distilleries and Food Industries Limited, Onitsha. 

vealed that as part of 
efforts at ushering in the 
Alternative Dispute Res-
olution (ADR) initiative 
in the state, a steering 
committee of stakehold-
ers in the justice sector 
had been inaugurated 
while Dispute Resolu-
tion Officers (DRO) have 
been inducted for the 
commencement of the 
project in the state.

The Registrar, Insti-
tute of Chartered Me-
diators and Conciliators 
(ICMC), Segun Ogun-
yannwo, while deliver-
ing a lecture with the 
theme ‘’The Role of the 
Multi-Door Courthouse 
in the Effective Admin-
istration of Justice in 
Nigeria’’, described the 
Courthouse as a multi-
faceted dispute resolu-
tion centre within the 
administrative structure 
of the court, with a broad 
range of dispute reso-
lution processes, best 
suited for parties and 
issues involved.

Ogunyannwo opined 
that adopting the Multi-
Door Courthouse as 
part of the justice de-
livery system would 
supplement litigations 
by providing additional 
doors towards a faster, 
cost-effective and user-
friendly access to justice 
for stakeholders.

New chairman insists on shareholders’ 
ownership of Skye Bank

T
he Chairman of 
Skye Bank Plc, 
M.K. Ahmad, at 
the weekend in-

sisted that the ownership 
of the bank is still the 
shareholders and not the 
Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN).

He clarified that the re-
constitution of the board 
of the bank by the CBN 
was not a takeover of the 
bank but an intervention 
to correct observed cor-
porate governance issues 
under the old board.

 Ahmed made the clari-
fication on Friday while 
addressing shareholders 
on the floor of the Nigeria 
Stock Exchange where 
the new board of the bank 
had gone to provide infor-
mation on recent develop-
ments in the bank. 

 While explaining that 
the ownership of the bank 
remains in the hands of 
the shareholders, he said 
the CBN does not own the 
bank and has not taken 
over the bank. The Skye 

Bank chairman disclosed 
that the apex was fully be-
hind the bank and would 
support it to fully stabilize.

 Ahmad, a former Di-
rector General of the Na-
tional Pension Commis-
sion, further re-assured 
the bank’s customers and 
investors that the bank 
was not distressed but 
only had corporate gover-
nance issues under the old 
board. He said the bank’s 
fundamentals remain 
strong and that it remains 
one of Nigeria’s leading 
and retail banks.

 In his remarks on 
the occasion, the Group 
Managing Director/Chief 
Executive Officer of the 
bank, Tokunbo Abiru, said 
the management team 
and the board would 
work to achieve value en-
hancement for sharehold-
ers, customers and other 
stakeholders by bringing 
the cost-income ratio to 
acceptable levels, improve 
the risk assets quality and 
work towards increasing 
the liquidity and capital 
adequacy of the bank.

HOPE MOSES-ASHIKE
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NAFDAC’s recent feats

W
e, as Ni-
g e r i a n s 
s h o u l d 
m a k e  a 
d e t e r -

mined paradigm shift from 
mainly criticizing, castigat-
ing and condemning gov-
ernment’s policies and pro-
grammes and their operators 
without also highlighting the 
great achievements of some 
of its Ministries, Depart-
ments and Agencies (MDAs). 
That is, if we want to encour-
age any meaningful and 
sustainable economic devel-
opment in the country. Em-
phasis should be placed on 
individuals and institutions 
that are the exception to the 
systemic rot rather than the 
rule. They should serve as 
role models to others.

Unfortunately, unneces-
sary politicking and sen-
timents in this season of 
corruption allegations and 
monumental revelations of 
flaming fraud have taken 
the shine off some of these 
noteworthy achievements.

Incidentally, one of such 
Agencies that deserves our 
commendation is the Nation-

al Agency for Food and Drug 
Administration and Control 
(NAFDAC) for a flurry of 
scientific feats it has achieved 
in recent years. These include 
the introduction of cutting-
edge, anti-counterfeiting 
technologies such as Truscan, 
Black Eye (Infra Red) and 
Global Pharma Health Fund 
(GPHF) Mini Lab Test Kits and 
Radio Frequency Identifica-
tion System (RFID). Another 
is the ISO 17025 accreditation 
of its Mycotoxin and the Pes-
ticides Residues laboratories 
by the American Association 
of Laboratory (AALA), rank-
ing them as amongst the best 
anywhere in the world.

Indeed, NAFDAC is the 
first regulatory agency in 
the world to use the Truscan. 
There is also the deployment 
of modern technology to test 
water which the producers of 
sundry packaged ‘pure’ and 
bottled water must strictly 
adhere to. Almost on weekly 
basis, media reports attest to 
the arrest and subsequent 
prosecution of those involved 
in the production and mar-
keting of fake processed food 
and drugs.

Another feather in NAF-
DAC’s colourful cap was 
the election of the former 
resourceful and goal-getting 
Director-General, Paul Orhii 
as the first-ever substantive 
chairman of the 193-member 
WHO Member State Mecha-
nism on Spurious, Falsely 
Labeled, Falsified and Coun-
terfeit (SSFFCV) medicinal 
products. Little wonder that 
under Dr.Orhii, NAFDAC 
was ranked amongst the 
world’s top-20 international 
coalition of elite Medicine 
Regulatory Authorities in 
the world, with only South 
Africa as the other African 
country in that Ivy League.

All these are well-de-
served, as NAFDAC has 
over the years been taken 
to a higher level in the global 
drug anti-counterfeiting 
battle. For instance, under 
Professor Dora Akunyili (of 
blessed memory) the agency 
truly upped the ante in un-
raveling the racketeering of 
fake and adulterated pro-
cessed drugs and foods and 
used the unfailing factors 
of mass mobilization and 
the courage to do the right 
thing, to frontally battle 
the menace of counterfeit-
ing. Similarly, during the 
tenure of her successor, Dr. 
Orhii, the agency pioneered 
the use of state-of-the art 
technology and putting the 
health of over 100 million 
Nigerians directly in their 
own hands.

While Truscan is a hand-

held device for on-the-spot 
detection of counterfeit 
medicines and processed/
packaged foods, Black Eye, 
made in Israel is bench-
top equipment using Infra 
Red technology to detect 
fake drugs. On its part, the 
RFID is used for verification 
of regulated products and 
other sensitive documents. 
The MAS technology is also 
known as Scratch and Text 
messaging system. It en-
ables consumers to confirm 
whether the drug they in-
tend to purchase is genuine 
or not through the use of a 
mobile phone.

This useful technology 
is registered with the major 
tele communication net-
works in the country such 
as Glo, MTN, Airtel and 
Etisalat while the text mes-
sage is at no cost to the con-
sumers. The consumer finds 
a distinctive panel on the 
medicine packet/card with 
the necessary instructions 
and scratches the surface to 
reveal a ten-digit pin. What 
he does next is to simply text 
the ten-digit pin to the code 
number on the panel and in 
few seconds the consumer 
receives an SMS confirming 
whether the drug is genuine 
or not. This technology also 
confirms the name of the 
drug, NAFDAC registration 
number on the product, the 
name of manufacturer, the 
batch number and expiry 
date and an enquiry number. 
Brilliant isn’t it?

 Taking it further and 
to ensure  that consumers 
buy only drugs that are of 
high quality, wholesome 
and safe, NAFDAC has di-
rected all manufacturers, 
importers and marketers to 
provide only drugs that are 
MAS-enabled. They could be 
anti-malarial, anti-biotic or 
anti-diabetics drugs. But they 
must conform to stipulated 
rules and regulations.

To further enhance the 
level of publicity, NAFDAC 
has taken the campaigns on 
MAS down to the grassroots; 
to schools, hospitals and to 
the general public.

Good enough, the Agency 
has latched on the NAFDAC/
NYSC-CDS group as van-
guards of the campaign to as-
sist in spreading the massage. 
The mobile phone solution 
for drugs as introduced by 
NAFDAC was made pos-
sible with the partnership of 
GSM operators, Sproxil Tech-
nology and pharmaceutical 
companies in the country. 
NAFDAC kicked off with the 
scratch-and-text technology 
on anti-diabetic drugs in 2010 
and Biofem Company was 
the first to embrace it. Since 
then, it has been a massive 
success.

Still on the deployment 
of technology, NAFDAC has 
launched mobile application 
to help increase consumer 
engagement. These device 
types include Smart phones, 
Palm tops, Table pc’s, personal 
digital assistant (PDA) and 

Enterprise Digital Assistant 
(EDA). According to the DG 
of WHO, Dr. Margaret Chan, 
there is currently a drastic 
reduction of the failure of 
anti-malaria drugs from 64 
percent to 20 percent in Sub-
Saharan Africa from 2008 to 
2011. And Nigeria has gladly 
contributed much in this 
regard.

Strengthened by the Food 
and Drug ACT CAP R32 LFN 
of 2004, NAFDAC has so far 
performed creditably to live 
up to its core mandate. And 
that includes regulating the 
manufacturing, production, 
sales, distribution and impor-
tation of adulterated, fake, 
sub-standard, unwholesome 
processed foods and drugs. It 
does not take rocket science 
to imagine the millions of 
lives saved daily by these 
laudable projects.

These laurels and en-
comium notwithstanding, 
NAFDAC should place more 
attention on processed, pack-
aged and imported food 
items as it has done with 
drugs. Its monitoring activi-
ties should be strengthened, 
especially at the borders, 
so that Nigerians are saved 
from the consumption of 
adulterated and expired food 
products such as frozen tur-
key, chicken and sundry 
foreign consumable items 
that are smuggled into the 
country.

 Baje is Nigerian first Food 
Technologist in the media

With 
Ayo Oyoze Baje

Food & 
Beverages 
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I
f you have taken a visit to 
any of our Law Courts of 
late, you would marvel at 
the number of Landlord-

Tenant Matters that are before 
them. From the Magistrates 
to the High Courts, the story 
is the same. The question on 
the lips of everyone is; must 
disputes between landlords 
and tenants end up in courts? 
The answer to this question 
is not far-fetched. ‘When the 
foundation is destroyed; what 
shall the righteous do?’ this is 
a rhetorical question from the 
holy book. The relationship 
that eventually degenerates 
into litigations at some point 
started very cordially. As time 
went bye, parties misunder-

stood each other. Issues came 
up; effort to resolve such were 
to no avail, then the last resort 
is the court of law. This is the 
tale of the landlord-tenant 
relationship.

It is a clear fact that most 
landlord-tenant relation-
ship is consummated on the 
grounds of ‘trust’. There is 
always this assumption that 
issues would not come up. 
By the time issues do arise; 
the parties are found want-
ing and they resort to all sort 
of dirty strategies to outwit 
each other.

I however, find something 
very puzzling on the consum-
mation of landlord-tenant 
relationship. Usually, when 

ancy Agreement fee never 
bothers to ask for it. For those 
that have the Tenancy Agree-
ment; they would have spent 
months in the rented apart-
ments before the Agreement 
are brandished on their faces 
to sign immediately. If such 
Agreement comes with puni-
tive provisions; the tenant is 
left with little or no options 
as they already would have 
moved into the apartment 
so rented.

In March this year; a friend 
rushed into my office with 
a Quit Notice from his land-
lord. I asked if he owed; he 
answered in the negative. 
He went ahead to show me 
payment receipts for services 
some of which, according to 
him were not even rendered 
by the landlord. I requested 
to see the Tenancy Agree-
ment which he had with 
him. I noticed the Agreement 
was very fresh and neat. Be-

fore I could probe further, 
he said the Agreement got to 
him just a month before the 
Quit Notice was served on 
him. I took time to peruse the 
Tenancy Agreement. To my 
consternation, I discovered a 
provision that empowers the 
landlord to promptly vacate 
him and re-enter the apart-
ment should he fail to renew 
his rent Three Months to the 
expiration of a subsisting rent. 
I asked if he saw this before he 
signed, he said the landlord’s 
counsel came to him on a 
particular Monday morning 
while he was already late for 
work. He requested to retain 
the Agreement to enable 
him peruse the same, then 
sign and return same auspi-
ciously. According to him, 
the Counsel enjoined him to 
just sign as there was nothing 
there, since the Lawyer had 
extended initial goodwill; he 
went ahead to sign. This was 

how he was hoodwinked into 
such a very arbitrary Agree-
ment that seems to outlaw 
his guaranteed rights. I called 
the landlord to bring to his 
notice the illegality of his 
Notice to Quit and the need to 
abandon such illegality. The 
reaction of the landlord was 
very unimaginable. It showed 
that he was totally oblivious 
of the Lagos State Tenancy 
Law, 2012.

To be continued…

the tenant is coming in; the 
landlord or agent collects all 
sorts of collectables includ-
ing Agency and Agreement 
fees. In most cases, it ends 
there. There is usually no 
agreement to execute. The 
tenant moves into the apart-
ment without any form of 
Contract except that he is 
aware of when his rent is to 
be renewed. Soon after, is-
sues start rearing their heads. 
Very common among such is 
the inordinate desire by the 
landlord to increase his rent 
inappropriately, collect rents 
in advance in excess of what 
the tenancy law regulates (in 
states that have such), collect 
Electricity and Security fees 
in a most unscrupulous man-
ner and in very ridiculous 
instances; some take a step 
further to start asking An-
nual Tenants to pay Land Use. 
All of these crop up because 
the tenant that pays the Ten-



There is a place for you

O
ne of the com-
m o n e s t  f e a r s 
you get to see 
that people have 
both in life and 

business, especially in busi-
ness is that “there is no space 
for me, it is too congested, 
everywhere is filled up, ev-
eryone is doing what I wanted 
to do.” These and many others 
are many reasons given why 
we don’t do what we are sup-

posed to do and created to do. 
So many obstacles seem to be 
in the path of all that we want 
to do that we end up doing 
nothing.

Of course, you are not the 
only one in the world, you did 
not come into the world first, 
you did not finish school first, 
and you did not start business 
first.

In the grand design of life, 
there are always things that 

we met; there would always 
be people or circumstances 
that precede us. That we 
were given birth to first in 
our family does not make us 
first in the order of things. If 
our parents were never born 
and given the first position 
to come ahead of you, there 
would have been no you. 
People that set up schools 
would have to precede you 
for the school to be set up. 

With Debo Atiba
Website; www.spiritonomics.org

Spiritonomics

Do you think big 
and set big goals, 
or you think small 
and set goals you 

are comfortable with pursu-
ing. Well, in this article; I am 
going to share with you some 
reasons why you should 
think big and set big goals. 
“I intend to be, the richest 
man in the world.” – Howard 
Hughes

One of the common traits 
shared by the drop out bil-
lionaires and richest people 
in the world is the ability to 
think big and set big goals. 
Now let me give you a practi-
cal illustration demonstrating 
the power of thinking big. 
Laskhmi Mittal built the larg-
est steel producing company 
in the world; Mittal Steel.

Mukesh Ambani built the 
biggest refinery in the world; 
Reliance industries. Aliko 
Dangote is Africa’s great-
est industrialist and largest 
cement producer. He is also 
planning on building the larg-
est refinery in West Africa. 
Donald Trump is one of the 
biggest real estate developers 
in the world. “Most people 
think small because most 
people are afraid of success, 
afraid of making decisions, 
afraid of winning. And that 
gives people like me a great 
advantage.” – Donald Trump

Ingvar Kamprad built 
the largest furniture mak-
ing company in the world; 
IKEA. Jeff Bezos built the 
world’s largest bookstore; 
Amazon. Do you think these 
accomplishments were a 

result of luck? My answer is 
no. These great entrepreneurs 
had every reason to settle for 
less but they pressed on for 
bigger goals. If they hadn’t 
planned to be the biggest; 
they probably wouldn’t be 
there. “I was worth about 
over a million dollars when 
I was twenty-three and over 
ten million dollars when I 
was twenty-four, and over 
a hundred million dollars 
when I was twenty-five and it 
wasn’t that important because 
I never did it for the money.” 
– Steve Jobs

 My motive for writing 
this article is to challenge 
your perception. I want to 
use this article as a medium 
to open your mind to the 
tremendous power that lies 
in the art of thinking big. If 
you are an ardent reader of 
my business articles, then I 
believe you are aware of my 
personal goal to become a 
billionaire. I personally took 
up that goal because I love 
thinking big. “I like thinking 
big. If you’re going to be 
thinking anything, you might 
as well think big.” – Donald 
Trump

Now why should you 
think big and set big goals, 
the following tips will help 
change your perception to-
wards goal setting. “I think 
I am very goal oriented. I’d 
like to win the America’s 
cup. I’d like Oracle to be the 
No 1 software company in 
the world. I still think it is 
possible to beat Microsoft.” 
– Larry Ellison

Thinking big forces you to 
challenge conventional wis-
dom: Most people have been 
unconsciously programmed 
to abide by tradition and a 
certain mindset. Anything 
outside this mindset of theirs 
is termed “impossible or 
outrageous.” Examples of 
statements portraying con-
ventional wisdom are: Go to 
school so you can get a good 
job and be secured. Don’t 
stand out from the crowd; 
blend in. Be contented with 
what you have.

But when you think big; 
you force your mind to chal-
lenge such limiting wisdom 
and your brain begins to fash-
ion a way out. If the Wright 
brothers hadn’t thought big 
and set big goals; humans 
wouldn’t have been flying to-
day in airplanes. If Columbus 
had agreed with conventional 
wisdom that the world is flat; 
I wonder what would have 
been of international trade 
today.

If Bill Gates had followed 
the conventional wisdom of 
“go to school and get a job,” 
I doubt if he would have been 
one of the richest men in the 
world. So, never accept con-
ventional wisdom without 
first giving it a thought. Think 
beyond conventional wisdom 
and it will be so.

 Thinking big challeng-
es you to go beyond your 
comfort zone: “Being first is 
more important to me. I have 
so much money. Whatever 
money is, it’s just a method 
of keeping score now. 

Otherwise, you will be an 
illiterate forever.

Companies would have to 
be set up for you to be an em-
ployee. In life, we can never be 
ahead of things, there would 
always be things ahead of us, 
we would always be born into 
things, and we would always 
come across things.

 If we never met anyone 
in the world, there would be 
no guidance, if we never met 
businesses there would be no 
reason to do business or learn 
how to do business.

Most often than none, this 
order has been misunderstood 
by many to be a disadvan-
tage, reasons why they would 
never amount to much in life.

What they thought to be 
their alibi for failure it’s actu-
ally the advantage put in place 
by their creator for their lifting

As a business man, these 
and many other questions 
are what go on in our minds. 

These thoughts are discourag-
ing and punishingly, it literally 
leaves us paralyzed with fear 
and does not allow us take ac-
tion that we should take.

We must realise that the 
existence of other successful 
businesses is the proof that we 
can also start our business and 
succeed as we press into

Looking from outside and 
concluding there is no place 
for you because of the pres-
ence of other businesses that 
are big and successful in the 
area of your business interest 
does not mean you have been 
shut out and there is no place 
for you.

 Like Zacchaeus he almost 
missed the plan and the pur-
pose of God for his life. Apart 
from the fact that he is been 
told how disadvantaged he 
was as a result of his physi-
cal build-up being short, he 
believed it himself. If he had 
gone with his physical senses, 

what people had to say about 
him he would have missed 
the day of his visitation, Jesus 
would have passed him by. 
Most times what people think 
or say about us make us look 
like we are not precious in the 
sight of God that we need not 
bother to make any attempt, 
that it is futile to do so. If we 
ever go along with such in-
sinuations we mortgage the 
future.

You will really be sur-
prised that in that same in-
dustry or line of business, God 
your creator have a place set 
up for you. You are the one 
they have all been waiting 
for. Quit exonerating yourself 
from divine agenda.

Roll up your sleeves, put on 
your boot, step into the ARE-
NA and assume your position. 
Your God-given position given 
to you before the foundation 
of the world.

Your place is Ready!

SundayBusiness

Magic of thinking big and of setting big goals
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Value is what defines 
the true worth of an 
individual, place or 
thing. The expec-

tation of value sustains the 
dynamism of life. A value-
added mentality is the attitude 
of improving the quality of 
your life, organisation, com-
munity, country and other 
people among others. It is all 
about making people, a place 
or things better than when you 
first met them.

Every human being should 
see himself as a value giver. 
Those in government should 
see their offices as an estab-
lishment designed to give 
value to people through good 
governance. Things will work 
well when the key players 
in a society give value to 
their citizens, but when they 
refuse to do so, the result is 
restiveness and agitations in 
the polity. The reason why 
our political space is full of 
intrigues, cacophony, and 
deceit, is because majority of 
the players are not aspiring to 
add value to the system.

The thin line that sepa-
rates the so-called advanced 
countries of the world and 
the third world countries is 
their optimum application 
of avalue-added mentality. 
Their governments add value 
to their citizens, and their 
citizens in turn add value 
to their countries. Some of 
these countries are not as 
richly endowed as some third 
world countries, yet they are 
richer and better off, because 
of their value-added mental-

ity. Unfortunately, most of 
our actions in the third world 
can at best be described as 
an antithesis of this concept, 
instead of adding value, we 
destroy it.

People engage in corrupt 
practices, run down organisa-
tions, oppress and subjugate 
others, because they lack 
understanding of the ‘value’ 
applications in life and so-
ciety. Most people in the 
third world get excited at the 
slightest opportunity to travel 
to the United States, United 
Kingdom and other Western 
countries, because they want 
to enjoy the value created by 
others, while they turn a blind 
eye to the rot in their own 
enclave. The truth is, until we 
internalise the value-added 
culture into our system, that 
self-esteem, dignity, self-
actualisation, and fulfillment 
we desire as a nation, family, 
organisation, or individual 
will continually elude us.

To underscore the im-
portance of a value-added 
mentality, the Holy Bible 
reveals in Proverbs12:27, 
“The lazy man does not roast 
what he took in hunting…” 
Roasting is the process of 
adding value to avoid decay, 
and this simply tells us that 
value added is a prerequisite 
for sustainable success. This 
inability to follow through 
in the value chain process 
exposes a person and a nation 
to deterioration of resources, 
underpricing and forced con-
sumption. You will agree with 
me that this is the bane of our 

society today. We have not 
been able to maximise our 
economic potentials as a na-
tion, in terms of our abundant 
natural resources, vast arable 
landmass, huge population, 
and human resources.

Some of us cannot earn 
enough income to sustain 
ourselves and our families be-
cause we have not improved 
on our lives and businesses 
over the years to attract a bet-
ter paid job or clientele base; 
as such we wallow in abject 
poverty. Most organisations 
are at best operating at sub-
optimal level because their 
production processes and 
services are obsolete. Our 
national income is dwindling 
daily because we sell our 
natural resources cheaply to 
other nations who would add 
value to them, and in turn sell 
them back to us expensively. 
If we must advance our lives, 
families, organisations, and 
our country, we have to im-
bibe a value-added culture. 
If this mentality rubs off on 
everyone, the better society 
we all yearn for will be at our 
beck and call.

Your worth in life is a 
function of the value you 
have added to your life and 
others. Our worth as a nation 
is a function of the value we 
have added to our country 
through good governance 
and loyalty to our nation, 
not the amount of money 
stolen from our treasury and 
stashed abroad. Until we 
learn to add value, we cannot 
have more value.

Excellent life

Value-added mentality

With 
Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.lawrence@hotmail.

co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.
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Short Takes
Etisalat reiterates 
commitment to quality 
customer experience

Etisalat Nigeria, has reiterated its 
commitment to quality customer 
experience and the continuous de-
velopment of innovative products 
and services in its effort to offer 
customers on its network more value 
for money.

Elvis Ogiemwanye, director, 
Brands and Experience, Etisalat 
Nigeria, gave the assurance recently 
during the Abuja leg of its regional 
Customer Forum, an interactive 
gathering that enables Etisalat have 
direct engagement with customers 
to exchange ideas, discuss areas 
of improvement as well as provide 
feedback on the services of the 
company.

Speaking on the significance of 
customer feedback, Ogiemwanye, 
said the forum is a feedback platform 
that enables Etisalat to continuously 
improve its operations and develop 
more innovative products and ser-
vices. He added that the forum dem-
onstrates the value Etisalat places 
on its customers and commitment 
to excellent customer experience. 

“At Etisalat, we place a lot of 
value on our customers, because 
our customers remain at the heart 
of our business. 

OPEC crude production rises 
in June led by gains in Nigeria

OPEC’s crude production in-
creased by 240,000 barrels a day in 
June to 32.88 million as Nigeria raised 
output following repairs to some 
infrastructure damaged by militant 
attacks.

Nigeria pumped an average 1.53 
million barrels a day last month, a 
gain of 90,000 a day from May, ac-
cording to a Bloomberg survey. The 
West African country was able to 
repair some pipelines after agreeing 
a cease-fire with rebels in the Niger 
River Delta, Emmanuel Kachikwu, 
Nigeria’s state minister for petro-
leum resources, said on June 27. On 
Sunday however, the Niger Delta 
Avengers militant group claimed 
five more attackson oil installations 
in the region.

Production in Saudi Arabia, the 
world’s biggest crude exporter, rose 
to 10.33 million barrels a day, a 
monthly gain of 70,000 a day. The 
kingdom typically boosts output in 
summer months as it burns more 
crude to generate electricity to power 
air conditioners.

Libya boosted output in June by 
40,000 barrels a day to 320,000. Ex-
ports were disrupted in May after oil 
officials in the eastern portion of the 
divided nation blocked shipments 
from the port of Hariga. Rival lead-
ers of the nation’s National Oil Corp. 
reached an agreement on Sunday to 
reunify the state company under a 
single management, although much 
of the country’s oil infrastructure 
remains divided between rival fac-
tions, making a significant recovery 
in output unlikely.

T
he growing popu-
lation of millen-
nials around the 
world and their 
unique spending 

habits has gotten companies 
brimming with activities on 
new ways to woo them. A mil-
lennial is a person reaching 
young adulthood around the 
year 2000. In most parts of the 
world, including Africa, they 
occupy the first position in 
terms of size.

Two major characteristics 
of millennials are that they 
are easily distracted and find 
social media and texting hard 
to resist. To keep them occu-
pied long enough to notice 
a brand, companies have to 
come up with different inno-
vations. Artificial intelligence 
(AI) is one way a few of the 
companies are achieving it.

Chat bots according to the 
UK Guardian are programs 
that mimic conversation with 
people using artificial intel-
ligence. In simple language, 
it’s a piece of software that 
you chat with to get things 
done or be entertained. The 
service could be any number 
of things, ranging from func-
tional to fun, and it could live 
in any major chat product 
such as facebook messenger, 

Chat bots – the new way 
companies can engage millennials

slack, telegram, text mes-
sages, among others.

 For instance, if you wanted 
to buy a phone from Slot 
Nigeria online, usually you 
will go to their website, look 
around until you find the 
type of phone you wanted, 
and then you buy. But imag-
ine if Slot Nigeria made a 
bot, rather than go to their 
website while you are chat-
ting on facebook, you would 
simply ask Slot on Facebook. 
It would ask you what you are 
looking for and once you tell 
it, it will show it to you.

Chatbots can be used for 
buying shoes, checking the 
weather, order groceries, 
inform whenever something 
happens in the news, help 
think of solutions to prob-
lems, manage money better 
and so on. In China there is 
a bot called Xiaoice, built 
by Microsoft, which over 20 
million talk to as their friend. 
These young people are tex-
ting the bot every day to cheer 
them up and unburden their 
feelings – the bot remembers 
just enough to keep the con-
versation going.

There is a TriviaBot for 
answering trivia questions. 

Forbes recently launched 
a Forbesbot which pings us-
ers with news stories or run 
a search. Apple has Siri that’s 

built into the operating sys-
tem of an iPhone. Rather than 
text, Siri responds only to 
voice but it remains a chatbot 
because it’s conversational.

At the moment, chat bots 
are basically replacing indi-
vidual apps. Rather than clos-
ing Facebook Messenger and 
opening Wakanow, you can 
simply message Wakanow 
and ask for a flight booking. 
“Its technology that’s in-
evitable,” says Satya Nadella, 
chief executive officer of 
Microsoft.

According to a consensus 
poll released on Wednesday 
by TechEmergence a market-
ing research firm for AI and 
machine learning, chatbots 
and virtual agents will be the 
top consumer applications of 
artificial intelligence over the 
next five years.

With mobile apps revenue 
opportunities declining rap-
idly, some developers are 
looking forward to using 
chatbots as a major source 
of generating revenue and 
making mobile software that 
people might actually use.

How do chatbots engage 
millennials? First, it empow-
ers a company’s customer 
service. 

A chat blot, unlike a hu-
man being, can field ques-
tions for 24 hours a day – 

repeatedly and accurately 
without becoming tired or 
irritated. In the same vein, 
millennials prefer text-based 
communication (instant 
messaging, text messaging, 
etc.) and absolutely despise 
waiting on the phone.

Biz Carson, a tech ex-
pert, writes “Chatbots could 
change everything about 
how you surf the web. In the 
future, you just say “I won-
der if it will rain today” and 
a chatbot would know your 
location and able to answer 
conversationally whether 
you should bring an umbrel-
la. No apps. No search box.”

For businesses, a chatbots 
can focus on three key areas, 
namely content creation, 
customer service and pro-
ductivity (including com-
merce).

According to Edelman, a 
PR firm, “While there is the 
potential for mass distribu-
tion, assume marketing your 
bot will be similar to SMS or 
email acquisition strategies. 
Users have to find your bot 
through links, posts or ads 
and send a message (opt-in) 
before your bot can work its 
magic. It is important to note 
that users can block all mes-
sages or sponsored messages, 
so avoid too many sharing 
messages or it come as spam.”

FRANK ELEANYA

SundayBusiness
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Alcatel’s water, dust-
proof smartphone hits 
Nigerian market

A
lcatel, one of the 
world’s fastest-
growing smart-
phone brands, 
has introduced 

the spectacular ‘Go Play’  
smartphone into the Nigerian 
market. The phone is always 
ready for action as its rug-
gedness allows users to take 
pictures underwater and drop 
it from a height of 1.5 meters 
without fear of damage.

The product is to be 1-meter 
water resistant, users can cap-
ture underwater adventures 
with its 8 Mpxl rear camera 
and 5 Mpxl front camera.

 The brand managers said 
it is  dust resistant and shock-
proof. That means if users get 
jostled in the subway and drop 
the phone, the phone takes a 
slide in the dirt while moun-
tain-biking, Go Play has got it 
covered.

The Viewme app in the 
phome allows users to record 
whatever is on screen, with 
the possibility of adding an 
image and comments. Great 
for use in recording com-
ments to favorite tracks or 
showing live reactions while 
gaming. Other pre-embedded 
apps like Periscope, Vine and 
Zello make sharing easy.

‘Go Play’ comes in eight 
colors to appeal to any taste: 
dark gray, dark red, dark 
green, orange blue, pink, 
lime green, blue and orange. 

There are splashproof head-
sets and protective cases to 
match GO PLAY too. And the 
smartphone extends playtime 
with 20 days of standby time, 
8.5 hours of talk time and 40 
hours music playback thanks 
to the powerful 2500 mAH 
battery.

In a statement, Nick Imu-
dia, Regional Director, Nigeria 
and Central Africa at Alcatel 
describes the Alcatel Go Play 
as the phone for the adventur-
ous in spirit. He said, “At times 
you just want to engage in ac-
tivities without any worries 
about damaging your phone. 
Go Play is that phone that 
supports your adventurous 
spirit. A lot of work has gone 
into making it your phone 
companion and we are proud 
to guarantee that consumers 
will be overwhelmed by its 
performance.” 

DANIEL OBI

N
igeria’s innova-
tive telecommu-
nication company, 
Etisalat has intro-

duced “Easyflex Evolution” 
a tailor-made plan that of-
fers customers amazing data 
bundles and as much as 3 
times value on their talk time. 

The offering is in the spirit 
of the company’s commit-
ment to constantly give value 
to its customers, by offering 
them convenient plans, af-
fordable tariff structures and 
quality services that enhance 
customers’ personal and busi-
ness endeavours.

 The “Easyflex Evolution” 
package  comes in two vari-
ants, namely the “Data+” plan 
which offers data bundle & 

Etisalat redefines value with EasyFlex evolution package   
talktime and the “Voice+” 
plans which offers up to 3 
times value on talk time with 
a data plan. Etisalat subscrib-
ers can also make interna-
tional calls and SMS on both 
variants.

Speaking on the launch 
of the EasyFlex Evolution, 
Chief Marketing Officer, 
Etisalat Nigeria, Francesco 
Angelone, said in a state-
ment “Our goal is to con-
tinue to offer our customers 
innovative products and 
services that speak directly 
to their needs” We want to 
assure all our customers that 
we will continue to pursue 
our brand vision of provid-
ing unique solutions that 
connect people to limitless 

opportunities.
Angelone explained that 

the EasyFlex package has 
gone through a series of re-
formulations in Etisalat’s re-
solve to provide cutting edge 
services and added value 
to its customers. He added 
that Etisalat customers can 
purchase any of the Easyflex 
Voice+ or Data+ bundles by 
dialing the USSD code *320#.

To add an exciting twist 
to the launch, a sensational 
advertising television com-
mercial entitled the ‘Evolu-
tion’ was released. This TVC 
features Nollywood Actress, 
Genevieve Nnaji and British-
Nigerian Actor, Hakeem Kae-
Kazim, both Etisalat ambas-
sadors.

T
risat Communications 
Limited, a software 
development com-
pany has launched an 

online platform, Nortify.com.
ng, to provide digital tools to 
simplify school management 
through a comprehensive 
school management solution.

The platform offers a com-
plete suite of online based 
school management system, 
which comprises of smart 
payment system, smart test-
ing system (CBT for Admission 
& Internal Exam), smart mes-
saging system, students’ and 
data management systems as 
well as a digital tool to analyse 
students’ performance. The 
platform which targets pri-
mary and secondary school 
owners, already boasts more 
than 10,000 student users in 
over 50 schools across Nige-
ria, driving efficiency in their 
management through Nor-
tify’s several digital tools.

Nortify features smart ad-
mission system that facilitates 
admission process, making 
it easy, seamless and conve-
nient as parents can register 
and enroll their kids from the 
comfort of their homes. This 
is facilitated through a smart 
admission module that also 
has the capability to offer in-
stant or selective admission 
by leveraging Nortify’s smart 
technology that utilises auto-
mated results to automatically 
shortlist successful candidates 
thereby saving school owners 
time and money, including the 
hassles that come with manu-
al admission processes.

It also features a smart pay-
ment system, a finance mod-
ule equipped with a smart fee 
collection device, enabling all 

transactions to be automati-
cally reconciled and reported 
accurately. The smart finance 
module is also integrated with 
a debt tracking feature that 
tracks defaulters and sends 
them reminder notifications.

Speaking on the solution, 
CEO Trisat Communications 
Limited,  Oseni Abiola said: 
“Nortify is a smart school so-
lution with some degree of 
intelligence that saves time 
on your daily routine. We 
developed the smart school 
solution mainly for primary 
and secondary schools to help 
them to streamline all their 
administrative challenges. 
Our solution is able to allow 
schools to run about 60% of 
their administration using 
technology. By adopting this 
technology, schools are able 

to save time and cost while 
providing convenience to par-
ents, school owners and also 
to teachers.

“Nortify is loaded with 
smart features that take care 
of every process of school ad-
ministration. Take for instance, 
Nortify is equipped with the 
students’ performance analy-
ser, a digital tool that provides 
clear analytical picture of a 
students’ performance over a 
period of time. This tool has 
proved very useful to both 
teachers and parents as it goes 
through academic records and 
assessments over any period 
of time and explains the aca-
demic strength and weakness 
of a pupil/student, thereby, 
enabling them take neces-
sary actions to meet students’ 
needs.

Trisat Communication builds brand, unveils 
online platform to drive school management

Oseni Abiola

Win Big Promo -2
Joshua Nggada, Lagos head, Consumer Protection Council (CPC);  Adia Sowho, director, digital 
Business, Etisalat Nigeria; Amos Noel, Star Prize winner, Etisalat Win Big Promo; Otuyemi 
Otule, chief product and information officer, Etisalat Nigeria and Bruno Cardoso, West Africa 
managing director, TiMWe during the presentation of the keys of a Hundai iS35 car to Noel at 
the company’s oriental office in Lagos recently.



Gracefield Phoenix: 
Luxury on lagoon shoreline
W

hen 
archi-
tectural 
imagi-
nation 

takes a flight, it knows 
no bounds and the desti-
nation is almost always 
a subliminal masterpiece 
that exudes luxury, com-
fort and convenience. It 
gets all the more inspir-
ing when such imagina-
tion blends with nature 
in which case the prod-
uct becomes a caressing 
and sensual experience 
that gives life added es-
sence and meaning.

By any stretch of 
meaning or definition, 
Gracefield Phoenix is a 
product of a far-flung 
imagination that saw its 
destination on an island 
on the shoreline of the 
Lekki Lagoon in Lagos, 
giving it a sobriquet 
of a mega real estate 
development holding out 
promise for a work-live-
and-play environment.

 Sitting on 100 hect-
ares of land reclaimed 
from the lagoon, Grace-
field is a luxury island 

CHUKA UROKO

infrastructure facilities 
planned for the island 
include a fire station, a 
public library, a police 
station, parks, a marina, 
schools, office complexes 
and shopping malls.

In an earlier report, 
Olufemi Babalola, 
Gravitas  CEO, had said 
that  Lagos  was set to 
witness a fundamental 
positive shift in new 
city development and 
real estate construction 
as Gracefield Phoenix 
was designed and being 
implemented to be eco-
friendly, ensuring sus-
tainability in all aspects 
of the development.

The island, he added, 
was conceived to be 
delivered as a truly live, 
work and play environ-
ment, offering premium 
lifestyle to match any 
other prime develop-
ment in the world while 
its residential area was 
designed to have pre-
mium properties on 
substantial plots.

“There will be variet-
ies of house-types rang-
ing from condominium 
to terrace houses and 
single household units, 
constructed to world 
class standard, and 
offered at reasonable 
prices. “The commer-
cial area will have an 
upscale shopping area 
that is suited to serve 
the development, just as 
the business park will 
offer purpose-built office 
environment to gener-
ate the vibrancy and 
orderliness necessary for 
wealth creation centres”, 
he said.

Olufemi disclosed that 
there was plan in place 
to monitor and control 
carbon emission on the 
development, ensure 
recycling was an integral 
part of waste manage-
ment and that pollution 
of the lagoon environ-
ment was avoided, adding 
that pockets of conserva-
tion areas and natural 
woodlands were planned 
into the development.

FineLiving
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development, so far, 
the first of its kind in 
Nigeria and can only 
be likened to Dubai’s 
Palmtree Island, offering 
opportunities to live in 
luxury houses, work in 
ultramodern office com-
plexes, shop in the best 
shopping malls and play 
in the most exquisite 
tourism centres.

It is a mega residential 
and commercial town 
being built on over 20 
hectares of land already 
gained and, according 

to Gravitas Investments 
Limited, which is devel-
oping and promoting 
the project, it has been 
approved by both the 
federal and Lagos State 
governments.

Described as an op-
portunity of a life time 
for home buyers and 
commercial real estate 
investors, the developer 
is working in partner-
ship with such blue-chip 
companies as MTN, La-
farge  and CFAO, mean-

ing that the scheme 
is 100 percent private 
sector-led and  funded.

Located at the end of 
Chevron Drive (Le-
kki Phase 2), just 900 
metres off Lekki-Epe 
Expressway, the island 
is connected to Lekki 
by its own highway and 
provides not only a 
serene atmosphere for 
residents and a condu-
cive environment for 
commercial entities, but 
also fabulous opportuni-

ties for investors.
“This new metropolis 

will be the first of its 
kind in Nigeria. It will 
be self-sustaining for its 
workers, residents  and 
investors, in addition 
to the many tourists it 
will attract due to the 
harmony of its design 
with nature”, says Dotun 
Adewunmi,  Digital Mar-
keting Manager, Assist-
2-Sell Properties Limited, 
which is marketing the 
project. Some of the 



Insincerity, hypocrisy major 
problems of Nigeria - Odesola

P
astor Funso Odesola is the 
special assistant on adminis-
tration to the General Over-
seer (GO) of the Redeemed 
Christian Church of God, Pas-

tor Enoch O. Adeboye. Recently, the 
church held an administrative confer-
ence in Lagos to develop administrators 
for ministry. During the conference 
Odesola spoke with SALAU SEYI JOHN 
on church administration, governance 
and politics in Nigeria. Excerpts:

 The theme of your recent confer-
ence was ‘Expanding the Church Fron-
tier through Effective and Efficient 
Administration’. Could you please let 
us into that briefly?

Everything rises and falls on ad-
ministration. From the holy book, the 
bible, God is an administrator – He ar-
ranges heaven and earth, He arranged 
the plantation and He did not do them 
at once. There is systematic approach to 
what He did. So, talking about ‘Expand-
ing the Church Frontier through Effec-
tive and Efficient Administration’, now 
any organisation that will be relevant, 
any organisation that will be at the 
cutting edge, whether circular or spiri-
tual, whether  government, it must be 
through administration

The problem in our nation today is 
administrative. Money is there, brain is 
there, but to co-ordinate the resources 
together to be able to bring a workable 
result that is administration. Who to do 
what, when to do what, so this topic is 
about how to bring human resources, 
financial resources and all other re-
sources together to be at the cutting 
edge.

Why this regional conference?
The General Overseer (GO) is the 

number one administrator, am just as-
sisting him in administration. When-
ever there is a vision, he catches the vi-

The Worshippers

sion; such vision goes from the GO, but 
the execution falls within the region 
and provinces, so the people who are 
to execute the policy or vision are to be 
properly trained, they will look at the 
nitty-gritty of the vision.

So, the work of the region is to look at 
the details of all the things that we need 
to do – dotting all the i’s and crossing all 
the t’s. As a faith-based organisation, we 
cannot do things anyhow. We need to 
do the needful; we need to do it well, so 
that according to the holy book that we 
carry, we will be without blemish and 
reproach.

This one is to really train people to 
execute. One thing is to dream, another 
thing is to bring to fulfillment the vi-
sion. So, this one will address all the 
omitted details at the national and also 
it will make them to be effective; as you 
know, when we come to the national 
we cast the national vision, and except 
people who do not want to be straight 

forward, the concept of how you apply 
the vision here in the South is different 
from the North because the situation is 
different in the North, South and East. 
So, this session now brings home how 
to really conceptualise, adopt and adapt 
them to suit what is on ground; that is 
the essence of the conference.

What is the success rate of the con-
ference?

I may not be able to talk for other 
regions but this is region one, and re-
gion one have been on the lead. This 
is about the 3rd or 4th, if the first one 
had not yielded results, we would have 
cancelled it. There is no point wasting 
money and resources on something 
that you know will not work. How can 
you just go and buy a car that you just 
want to use in decorating the front of 
your house? So, I thought, well for us 
– it is working for region one and that 
is why when you check the whole re-
gion in the Redeemed, region one still 
takes the lead because we take time to 
come together to do the nitty-gritty, 
and have seen a host of other regions 
that are following suit and I think this 
is the 5th one here. So, we have been 
able to reach out to people, we have 
been able to discharge – if not 100per-
cent at least over 90percent of the 
policy and the directives of the church 
and through effective administration. 
There is a church, the pastor preaches 
but, somebody has to check how the 
programme will run, what needs  to 
come first, what needs to be paid for 
and others. So, it has been working, we 
have checked over the years that this 
conference has enhanced our ability 
to deliver to the people and have seen 
the impact in the performance of the 
provinces.

Generally, what do you intend to 
achieve with the conference?                      

The goal to the church at the na-
tional level is to be at the cutting edge 
and to be able to fulfil our purpose as 
an organisation. This organisation ex-
ists for something and any day it fails 
to meet that goal, I think it should be 
thrown away like water because it’s 
not relevant, and any person or organ-
isation that is not relevant to its genera-
tion or to the moment that is, the gen-
eral dynamics of that society should 
be thrown away. So, the goal is for our 
organisation to remain relevant, fulfil 
purpose of its founding and be able to 
impact meaningfully as a faith-based 
organisation. For the regional people, 
it is also to serve the community and 
when you talk about serving the com-
munity, it’s not everybody that you 
serve, somebody has to take a lead, and 
that is why the administrator has to be 
singled out. So, that now leads to the 
purpose of the administrator for them 
to be effective, efficient and stand out, 
and be able to deliver to the maximum 
of his ability and of his duties. And, our 
message to them, people under train-
ing is that they should take everything 
they can take and be able to use it.

To the general public, the message 
is that everybody needs the training 
in administration. You need it at home 
to administer your family, to organise 
your life, even an individual needs it 
to organise his life. What is important, 
what is urgent, what is priority, because 
when we talk of administration, we talk 

of organisation. To organise yourself, 
and every unorganised person will be 
disorganise to the beat. So, we need it 
to organise ourselves, our lives and to 
know what to do per time. When you 
ask some people today, what do you 
want to do tomorrow, they will say, I 
leave it in the hand of God: No, that is 
why God has given us brain. The role of 
the brain is different from the role of the 
heart. So, the brain is to organise. For an 
individual who wants to fulfil the pur-
pose of his or her existence, they need 
a little bit of this administration. And, 
everybody should learn, if you cannot 
do training, buy books and read – it will 
enhance life and enhance whatever 
they do.

What is the other platform of train-
ing in the church apart from this con-
ference?

We show examples, when you talk 
of administrators, it goes beyond this 
training. Training is just one, practice 
is another. We assist in different ways. 
Some of the administrators are part-
timers who do something circular. Some 
of them are teachers, some are lawyers 
and they carry some of the things they 
have learnt from this training into their 
circular work space. But, the example 
set is one of the key things that I have 
seen over the years that have helped 
this society.

For example, if you see a church like 
us, a church with about 10,000 work-
force, we organise them in a way that 
people get their due at the right time, 
people get their leave, get paid as and 
when due, get attended to in one area or 
the other. One thing I want to lay em-
phasis on is setting a good example for 
the church and the society.

 Where did we miss it as a nation?
I need to say firstly there is a lot of 

insincerity, lots of hypocritical attitude, 
and when there is a hidden agenda, 
there is nothing that will work straight. 
When you look at the dynamism of this 
nation, there are people who meant 
well and there are those who do not 
mean well. Where we miss it, is the 
mixture of the good, the bad and the 
worse. There are people who want to 
get it right and there are people who do 
not want it right. If we need to do some-
thing, I think those few people who 
want the nation to move forward will 
have to close their eyes and do things. 
I mean reading from papers, issues and 
the area we missed it; it goes down to 
administration. Also, when people are 
defecting from one party to the other 
bringing all the overload from the other 
one…, jumping from one philosophy to 
the other, we really have a mixture of 
the good, the bad and the worse. And 
I thought the bad and the worse are so 
numerous that those who want to do 
good cannot work. Look at the people 
fighting Nigeria with their money, all 
the weapons they are using, where 
did they get them from? It is a complex 
situation; lack of sincerity, hypocritical 
attitude of many people and so on. It is 
a complex challenge, but it is not some-
thing we cannot overcome.

Anybody who wants to solve the 
problem of Nigeria will have to close 
his eyes, block his ears and just do what 
he knows is right and be accountable to 
God and the people that have given him 
the mandate to lead them.

 Funso Odesola
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I
n a highly competitive grand finale of the 
6th edition of ‘The God’s Children Great 
Talent’ (GCGT) competition, an initiative 
of the Redeemed Christian Church of 
God, City Of David, Victoria Island, held 

recently at Eko Hotels and Suite in Lagos, 
Onome Enakerakpor emerged overall win-
ner with ‘Spoken Word’ act beating other 10 
finalists and winning a mouth watering prize 
of N5 million. Temitayo Kayode, eight years 
old, clinched the second position with his 
dexterity on Saxophone instrument and won 
a prize of N1, 250,000.

The Redeemed Christian Church of God, 
City Of David parish, Victoria Island created 
the GCGT talent hunt platform six years ago 
as brand using children’s talent for God’s 
glory. Subsequently, what started as a regional 
competition has expanded to a global brand 
project with many talents emerging every 
year, creating ways for excellence in creativity, 
professionalism, integrity and godliness.

In a chat with two Season 6 winners, Onome, 
20 year old 200 levels English Language under-
graduate student of University of Lagos, and 
Temitayo, a primary 5 minor from Toygram 
Joy School Gbagada, both spoke on their ex-
perience and how they dazzled the audience 
among others.

 According to Onome, it is his first time of 
doing the spoken word act as a talent show 
and believed the platform has given him the 
opportunity to express himself more than 
poetry would do. Spoken word performance 
is not a standup comedy. It is a new form of 
one man entertaining poetry act that infuses 
drama, rap, rhythm and soul music and other 
forms of visual expression to entertain and 
minister to audience. Onome also revealed that 
it was really amazing that he could make it to 
the top with a somewhat talent he suddenly 
developed interest in.

“In my choice, I wouldn’t say I chose spoken 
word rather it chose me. I was formally the 
head of the choir and a singer in my church, 
the Church of Nazareth, RCCG, Province 16, 
Illupeju, Lagos. I am also a rapper, a dancer all 
to the glory of God. At first, I thought I could 
do well in singing or other talents I have, but 
spoken word act came as a twist and redefined 
my course of creative versatility and direction. 
Spoken word is more for me than writing. 
Although, both are interwoven, but a man 
gets affected more on what he hears directly 
from a speaker than what he reads. I memorize 
what I write but it is a different thing when on 
stage. I speak as the spirit leads me beyond the 
written words.” Onome said.

The lanky and youthful Onome disclosed 
that the discovery, passion and development of 
the talent came during his first year in school 
when his Poetry lecturer demanded about 20 
selected students in his class to recite poems for 
an upcoming literary event.

“I was auditioned and chosen as one of the 
performers. During and after the performance, 
the lecturer saw something in me that I didn’t 
know and he said to me that I could do well in 
spoken word act. Also a pastor in my church 
asked me to write on any good topic and minis-
ter in the church, which I did to his fascination. 
That is how the talent blossomed and I knew 
that it is what I will develop more in future. I 
also received invitations to minister in many 
church youth programmes and schools, which 
also expanded my confidence. And when an 
opportunity came for me to participate in 
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career after school. “I do see myself as a minis-
ter in God’s business and I intend to establish a 
gospel entertainment company as an outfit to 
impact to the society. I believe that whatever 
fun gotten from the secular gigs could also be 
gotten from the Christian world. However, 
God created all things perfect before Satan 
hijacked it for a negative purpose. For the 
young ones who wants to trail the blaze, my 
advice is believe in yourself and do not derail 
from your focus. According to my experience, 
I noticed the inner voice is the best for a man.” 
Onome said.

 Temitayo can be described as a sort of 
genius versatile in many things. In school, 
he is a member of Chess Club, Mathematics 
Club, Football Club and many others. He 

represented Lagos State in last year’s National 
Mathematics competition but didn’t make it 
to the finish. His interest in music grew with 
his passion for wind instrument (Saxophone). 
Making it to the second position at the com-
petition may not come as a surprise as music 
runs in the family. But the surprise thing is that 
none in the family plays saxophone.

“I would say the discovery into music is a 
family thing but the choice of saxophone as 
a special instrument is just me. Although, I 
was inspired by watching saxophonist play 
through You-tube and Mike Aremu the 
saxophonist whom I have watched several 
times perform and also got in contact with. He 
encouraged me to play sax and asked me not to 
stop. My parents also supported my desire to 
play music since they noticed my strong pas-
sion for it. I enhanced my sax practice through 
an instructor organised by my mum and that 
also helped to shape my dexterity with the 
instrument. I also love to play other instru-
ments but saxophone is what I concentrate on 
for now.” Temitayo said.

Temitayo’s dexterity with saxophone 
amazes his church pastor who encouraged his 
participation in the competition. According to 
his father, a singer and an instrumentalist with 
his church in Gbagada, “It is a good thing he 
won and I am so excited that at least he made it 
to near top. It is a blessing to the family and we 
are all happy for him. We discovered the talent 
in him but he come up by himself and said he 
wants to play sax as a choice instrument.  We 
were all surprise because nobody plays such 
instrument in the family despite the fact we 
are all music inclined. When an opportunity 
for broader development came through this 
competition, we encouraged him by picking 
the form and letting him participate. For now, 
we have discovered that his real talent is in 
music and as a parent, I will guide him with 
prayers and encourage him to hold on to it 
alongside academics.”

GCGT competition, I was encouraged by a 
pastor in my church and I won to the glory of 
God.” He said.

For Temitayo who was full of confidence at 
a tender age: “For me, it was a great experience 
and I am so excited about the feat despite the 
fact I didn’t make it to the top, but I am encour-
aged that I can do better next time.”

Inspiration and winning strategy
Onome explained that from the very begin-

ning of the regional selection audition to the 
finals, he was just doing and giving his best 
on stage. “My focus has been ministering to 
people with the word of God and that helped 
my confidence, originality and delivery to 
grow and it eventually paid off with a win.” 
He said.

“I was inspired by Ezekiel Azonwu; a 
US-based Nigerian entertainer and an in-
ternational Christian Spoken Word expo-
nent. I watched one of his programmes via 
Instragram during a performance in a Lagos 
event. The title of his presentation is ‘Almost’ 
and after that, I got attracted to his style of 
performance that involves ministration and 
entertainment in one. I told myself I want to 
be like him.” Onome said.

He hinted that winning the competition 
made him great and fulfilled and believed 
there is more to be done. He sees it as a be-
ginning of a journey into the entertainment 
industry. “Success is not a destination but a 
journey. I believe that there is power in the 
word and everything God created came from 
the word. And that same power should also 
be applicable in everything one does including 
competitions.” He affirmed.

Supports
“My parents did support me and mostly my 

mum with her prayers and encouragement 
while my dad focuses more on education, 
which he says should come first before any 
chosen career. The money I won will be 
channeled into my career and investments, 
although it is in my parents’ custody but with 
family understanding and discussion, it will 
be effectively utilized for my good and for 
everybody in the family.”

Forging ahead, he disclosed that he will be 
focusing more on Christian spoken word as a 
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Arts Mixta Africa partners BAP Productions 
in Wakaa The Musical

M
ixta Africa, Africa’s leading 
real estate firm, is proud to 
partner Bonlanle Austern-
Peters Production (BAP) 
as the major sponsor of 

‘Wakaa! The Musical’, an enthralling made 
in Nigeria stage play in exciting stage per-
formances at The Shaw Theatre in London’s 
West End this July.

 Deji Alli, chairman/CEO Mixta Africa, 
disclosed this at a joint press conference 
with BAP, the award winning production 
company and producers of Wakaa, as well 
as, the popular Saro the musical.

According to Imma Puche, the commu-
nications manager of Mixta Africa based in 
Barcelonia, Spain, “We are proud to be lead 

sponsor of Wakaa! The Musical; an original 
Africa export that tells Africa story in the 
African way. It illustrates the current reality 
of the typical Africa youth who is looking  
for a way out of Africa and failing to see the 
opportunities that exist in here. When BAP 
Production approached us about their inten-
tion to take Wakaa to the global state, it was 
easy for us to connect with; firstly, because 
we want to support the arts an industry 
with immense potentials. Our support also 
demonstrates what Mixtra Africa is about: 
harnessing opportunities, which we do by 
building communities across Africa”.

Wakaa! The Musical is a play about the 
trials success and experience of young 
graduates with varied background. A wager 

between them after graduation has a twist 
when the realities of life and the folly of 
their choice hit them. The story reveals the 
struggles and challenges young people face 
in present day Africa and abroad. WAKAA! 
The Musical takes you on an emotional 
roller coaster and is a strong satire of the 
Nigeria’s politics. The play first ran in De-
cember 2015 in Lagos and it was a huge 
success. It will hold from July 21 to 25, 2016 
in London’s West End with a total of seven 
shows throughout the five days.

In his remarks at the joint press confer-
ence held at Mixta head office in Victorial 
Island, Lagos, Kola Ashiru-Balogun, manag-
ing director, Mixta Nigeria, stated, “Mixta’s 
support for Wakaa on the London project is 
also well aligned with our strategy for the 
diaspora market. As you know, the Africa 
real estate sector currently offers huge op-
portunities for investment: right from af-
fordable homes to luxury homes. There is a 
very strong Africa presence in London and 
we want to use this medium to reach out to 
them about the opportunities back home”.

Bolanle Austen-Peters, CEO, BAP, used 
the press conference platform to assure on 
preparedness of her team to host a super-
lative performance in London this July. 
Speaking further on the value of the Lon-
don show to Nigeria, she said:  “We should 
start exporting products, especially culture, 
from Nigeria and our musicals present us 
that opportunity. Creating jobs has always 
been my primary motivation. For example, 
previously outsourced cottage industries 
such as costume designed and training for 
technical roles are now done in-house. We 
are birthing industries and developing tal-
ent that can rival any of the big institutions 
in the world”.

 As part of the sponsorship, Mixta Africa 
will be hosting a Real Estate Investment 
Cocktail on July 22, 2016 at the Pullman Ho-
tel. In addition, Mixta Africa will be hosting 
Africans living in London on July 31, 2016 
at a family fun day event which promises 
to be home away from home.

B
eauty Therapy Institute (BTI), Af-
rica’s leading International Training 
Institute for professional services in 
the Beauty Industry, marks her 20th 
anniversary with a complementary 

20 percent discount. Established in June 1996 
by Sandy Roy, in Cape Town, South Africa, 
the award-winning institution spearheaded 
influential, innovative, and expert training 
techniques that have transformed the beauty 
industry.

BTI since inception bridged the gap be-
tween professionalism and passion, by of-
fering a competitive edge with international 
certification. The institute provides the high-
est standard of education within the health, 

BTI marks 20th anniversary

beauty and skincare industry. These standards 
have made it the largest beauty training insti-
tute with nine training schools across Africa 
including Nigeria. Thousands of distinguished 
graduates emerge annually.

The Nigerian institute is located in a serene 
and welcoming environment right in Lekki 
Phase 1, Lagos, is equipped with highly skilled, 
qualified educators and support staff, all stu-
dents, male and female are skillfully nurtured 
and guided in the pursuit of an internationally 
recognized beauty certificate.

The institute operates an intimate learning 
environment with no more than 10 learners 
per class; ensuring a one-on-one interaction 
between learner and educators. This provides 

an environment for detailed training and 
attention on all application techniques. Stu-
dents can choose to pursue a full time or part 
time course from a wide range of affordable 
modular courses. These courses can be taken 
as individual pay-as-you-learn credits and 
certificates or as combination courses, which 
lead to International Diplomas. The latest 
industry-trend modules are also available for 
qualified therapists. The 20th anniversary 
discount applies to all courses registered in 
June and will run till the end of July 2016.

Dr. Ifeoma Abajue, managing director, 
Beauty Therapy Institute Nigeria, said: “We 
are impassioned by the desire to offer world 
class education that sees a creative integra-
tion of current trends with expert training. 
This is why BTI Nigeria is a distinguished 
training institution as we shape the identity 
and aspirations of the growing interests. Our 
international anniversary offer of a 20 percent 
discount is a step in the right direction on all 
courses that are undoubtedly the best courses 
in the Nigerian beauty industry with interna-
tional certification.”

A certificate from BTI automatically quali-
fies the holder for preferential employment 
within Sorbet Beauty Salons in South Africa 
and United Kingdom and major spas across 
Lagos. BTI offers specialized International 
certification in Beauty Specialist Diploma, 
Advanced Facials Electrical Diploma, Body 
Therapy Diploma, Advanced Therapy courses 
such as reflexology, permanent makeup, man-
ual lymphatic drainage among many others.

Jack Daniel 
launches first 
worldwide whiskey 
barrel hunt

I
n celebration of the 150th anniver-
sary of the Jack Daniel Distillery, 
the oldest registered distillery in 
the U.S., Jack Daniel’s Tennessee 

Whiskey last week announced the Jack 
Daniel’s Barrel Hunt, a global scavenger 
hunt that will unite Friends of Jack 
across the world.

The first Barrel Hunt will take place 
at the home of the distillery in Lynch-
burg on July 1 and visit more than 50 
countries in 90 days including Nigeria. 
Jack Daniel’s will provide clues via its 
local Facebook pages to help fans find 
the hidden whiskey barrels around the 
world, giving them the opportunity to 
win unique, specially designed prizes 
to commemorate the distillery’s 150th 
anniversary.

Jack Daniel’s has grown from a local 
name in Lynchburg to an iconic brand 
in more than 170 countries by remain-
ing true to its legacy of authenticity, 
independence and integrity,” said Mark 
McCallum, President of Jack Daniel’s.

“The 150th anniversary is a major 
milestone for the distillery and is a 
perfect opportunity to invite everyone 
to join us in our celebration of Jack 
Daniel’s with our first-ever global Bar-
rel Hunt.”

From July through September, 150 
handcrafted whiskey barrels will be 
hidden in various regions across the 
globe at historic and cultural sites, with 
clues on Jack Daniel’s Facebook pages 
to help guide fans to the secret location.

Clues tied to the history of each 
region will be provided on the day of 
each local Barrel Hunt and barrels will 
be opened when the first person to ar-
rive speaks the correct barrel password. 
Updates and results will be shared as 
barrels are found around the world and 
prizes are claimed in each region.

Each hidden barrel in the scavenger 
hunt was handcrafted from the distill-
ery and used to mature Jack Daniel’s 
Tennessee Whiskey before being spe-
cially fabricated for the Barrel Hunt 
to house prizes, including an original, 
one-of-a-kind bar kit made with white 
oak from the barrels.

 Barrel Hunt winners from Nigeria 
will also receive the authentic Jack 
Daniel’s barrel they found along with 
a travel ticket to experience the 150th 
anniversary celebration in Lynchburg 
Tennessee.

“The barrel is key to crafting Jack 
Daniel’s Tennessee Whiskey as it ac-
counts for 100 percent of its color and 
70 to 80 percent of its flavor,” said Jack 
Daniel’s Master Distiller Jeff Arnett.

“It’s an important part of our process 
that’s remained unchanged for 150 
years, and that tradition will continue 
to live on in every barrel we make and 
each drop of our whiskey. The Barrel 
Hunt celebrates the distillery’s history 
and gives fans a chance to own a barrel 
and be forever linked to Jack Daniel’s.”

 Official rules and regulations, and 
details on locations and dates for the 
Jack Daniel’s Barrel Hunt will be re-
leased in the coming weeks.
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Technology has been said to hold the key to the growth of the insurance industry because of its capability to spark 
penetration that has been a major challenge for the sector.
Kudzai Danha, managing director, SAP West Africa in this interview with Modestus Anaesoronye and Frank Eleanya, 
bares his mind on the application of technology in the insurance business, challenges of the insurance industry and 
what SAP as a company can do to support the sector’s growth. Excerpts:
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Technology holds the key to insurance 
sector growth –SAP West Africa boss
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beria, Sierra Leone and Uganda – 
the English speaking West Africa. 
The French speaking West Africa 
is covered by our organisation 
that is based in Morocco, what 
we call SAP North & West Africa. 
We have about 50 employees who 
provide team support, marketing 
and administration. We have a 
satellite office in Abuja.

We are a world leader in en-
terprise applications. By that I 
mean, we assist companies build 

their financial systems, HR and 
production systems. Sometimes 
you see companies’ financial 
reports; we help them prepare 
that information. We have been 
around for 44 years – founded 
in Germany. Primarily, we are 
engaged in business applica-
tions and technology. We have 
a very large customer base, like 
in the global oil and gas industry 
and SME customers as well. We 
have a wide-range of customers 

in the wide-range of industries. 
Presently we cover about 28 in-
dustries to which we provide a 
broad-range of solutions.

The nation’s insurance 
industry in the recent time 
started embracing technology, 
what does digital transforma-
tion hold for the industry?

The insurance industry is re-
ally about targeting the end-
customers, either the individuals 

The insurance 
industry is really 

about targeting the 
end-customers, 

either the 
individuals who 
need to ensure 
themselves or a 

company. Focusing 
on the customer 

is very important. 
Traditionally, the 

insurance industry 
has been about the 
agent going to see 
the people directly. 
Now, the advent of 
digital technology 
means that people 

are now highly 
connected.

Tell us about SAP West Af-
rica technology and what 
segment of the market you 
operate?

SAP West Africa is a subsid-
iary of SAP, which is a global 
company. We belong to the Af-
rica market change. We have our 
headquarters in Johannesburg, 
South Africa. So, SAP West Africa 
is part of the SAP Africa and has 
its head office here in Lagos. We 
have other offices in Ghana, Li-

“
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Iye-a nostalgic throwback 
to the good old days
Author:  Julie Agnes Omeike
Page:   166

T
he fiction 
novel Iye is 
an interest-
ing novel 
that centers 

the lifestyle of an em-
battled woman who 
abandons luxury for 
survival. The story is 
a throwback in to the 
early sixties till today’s 
contemporary setting. 
It has tragic flaws and 
the climax captures 
the mind of readers in 
a holistic view to ac-
cept with reality terms. 
The novel was initially 
published in 2011 with 
a notion to cater for tal-
ented disabled children 
beginning with Pacelli 
School for the blind Su-
rulere.  The book was 
written by Julie Omeike 
a creative writer and 
brand consultant. Ju-

them. Nowadays, you 
are more likely to ask 
the media: newspapers, 
magazines, television 
and the wonder of them 
all, the internet, Face-
book, Twitter and the 
social media in general 
are defining many peo-
ple’s moral outlook. 

The story places 
a peculiar feature to 
widowhood and ush-
ers the value of moth-
erhood in the realistic 
setting. The novel has 
accreditation among 
institutions locally and 
projects to gain grounds 
globally. The idea was 
a conceived notion by 
the author at age thir-
teen, with the intent to 
observe the decades of 
the ancient bini culture 
on families as projected 
to the present age. Ju-
lie has written so many 
inspirational books for 
families’ adolescents 
and professionals, she 
offers life-changing ser-
vices as a talent coach 
on radio and television 
stations, with broad mo-
tivational writing col-
umns on sound news-
papers. 

Julie is currently on 
distant learning with 
research studies in 
community journalism 
student at the distin-
guished Cardiff Univer-
sity United Kingdom. 
Her popular quotes are: 
‘Creativity is my life-
style. The novel can also 
be seen on complimen-
tary read at Lagos Busi-
ness School Libraries 
and University of Lagos 
respectively.

Apart from the least 
typographical errors in 
the epic novel Iye, it is 
regarded as a blossom 
work of art; an enter-
taining read for all with 
much lessons to impact.

lie Omeike began as an 
inspirational writer at 
age thirteen years; she 
is currently a member 
of chartered institute of 
Journalist in the United 
Kingdom.

Why do bad things 
happen to good people? 
Is it an act of God’s will 
or a threat from hell? 
The sudden loss of Ivie’s 
father drives her to 
strive for her destiny; 
she leaves Benin to La-
gos despite the unend-
ing coaxing from her 
mother to stay within 
the confines of her Fa-
ther’s empire. She meets 
and falls in love with 
Odiase, an exceptional 
man with great humor, 
who is also haunted by 
deviant habits and a 
tragic past.

Ivie’s traumatic ex-

periences pave way for 
her intimacy with God; 
she survives several or-
deals as she proves her 
mettle as a true African 
woman. Eventually, she 
discovers her optimum 
prize as her mourning 
transmutes into joy.

The book has re-
ceived professional 
commentaries from 
global award-winning 
writers such as Lola 
Akinmade-Akerstrom.  
The famous published 
writer from New York 
Times, BBC and Huff-
ington post remarked 
‘Overall, Iye (Mother) 
is an interesting and 
straightforward book 
to read. I enjoyed your 
descriptions of key 
characters as well. You 
definitely have the tal-
ent and could possibly 
be formidable in the fu-
ture with more writing 
experience under your 
belt.’

Everybody has a 
story to tell. But we 
don’t always tell it for 
anyone of two reasons 
or both. Either we lack 
the will or we do not 
have the skill, and then, 
the story is not told. Ju-
lie Agnes Omeike has 
shown in the present 
publication that she 
has the will; that is, the 
courage to put pen to 
paper to tell her story. 
The novel begins with 
the celebration of Chief 
Osahor’s birth of a baby 
girl in to the family af-
ter eight years of wait-
ing. The novel triumphs 
survival and moral in-
telligence at survival 
and love. Forgiveness 
is seen as a key feature 
in Julie’s book Iye. The 
end always justifies 
the means as joy could 
be borne out of sor-
rows. The book is rich 

that is a story about 
what is right and wrong 
in human conduct, 
what should be done 
and what should be 
avoided. The reader will 
find abundant demon-
stration of both in this 
book. Iye is available on 
complimentary reads at 
Terra Kuture Tiamiyu 
Savage Victoria/Island 
Lagos. The book is also 
representing art lovers 
at Glendora bookshop 
by Ikeja Shopping Mall 
and Unilag Bookshop 
Akoka Lagos State.

We live in an age in 
which the thin line be-
tween right and wrong 
in human conduct is 
becoming increasingly 
blurred. Many people, 
the young particular 
are quite confused. That 
was not the case in the 
not-too-distant past. 
Back then, most people 
lived by a more homog-
enous moral code. If you 
needed to know what 
you could do or not do, 
you simply asked your 
parents or your grand-
parents if you still had 

The story places a peculiar 
feature to widowhood 
and ushers the value 
of motherhood in the 

realistic setting. The novel 
has accreditation among 
institutions locally and 

projects to gain grounds 
globally

in literature with key 
representations to key 
contributors to Nige-
rian education and de-
velopment such as: The 
late Benedict Odiase 
who wrote the National 
anthem as revealed by 
the author. She noted’ I 
wanted his name to be 
remembered in my sto-
ries…So I pictured his 
name ‘Odiase’ in my fic-
tion story. Other presti-
gious choices of respect-
ed names were also 
staged as contributing 
memoirs in the novel 
such as Raji, Adele just 
to mention a few. As to 
the author, they played 
as key features towards 
the development of 
education and family 
work-life balance to a 
sustainable Nigeria.

 The story is set 
in a very familiar envi-
ronment to those who 
are most likely to read it: 
the Nigerian public, and 
as a result, they will not 
have much difficulty in 
identifying with it. On 
the writer’s own admis-
sion it is a moral story; 
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Obudu Mountain 
Resort still entices 

P
lease come with 
warm clothing as 
weather can get wet 
and cold,” says the 
very bold caveat at 

Obudu Mountain Resort.
You really need to adhere to this 

warning if you want to enjoy your 
trip because the Obudu plateau with 
an altitude of 1,716 metres above sea 
level enjoys a climate typical of the 
temperate regions of the world. But 
the fun seems unending for those 
prepared for Mother Nature’s pamper 
that abounds in the Nigeria’s foremost 
sprawling resort.

There is no pleasure you cannot see 
at this highest peak in the Cross River 
State - from nature to man-made, the 
fun at the water park is for all, the 
cable car with world-class facilities 
will give you same thrills of Europe 
and the US, while the canopy walk, 
mountain climbing and lush game in 
its forest reserve will not only keep 
you fit but marry man and nature.

The 11km of winding road with its 
22 bends make driving into the ranch 
quite exhilarating. One of the most 
exciting bends is the “devils elbow,” 
which is half way through the stretch.

On the way, you pass through tall, 
dense forests where the branches 
form a canopy that completely shuts 
out the sun. Driving up the plateau, 
you’ll view rolling mountain ranges.

Walking through numerous wa-
terfalls, horse riding, squash and 
tennis courts, nature beckons at you. 
A nine-hole golf course has been 
constructed alongside a club house 
containing a gym. The ranch also 
has a health centre and a police post, 
natural small swimming pool with a 
mini waterfall.

For those who are too conscious of 
details, the temperature of between 
26oC and 32oC - between November 

and January, while the lowest tem-
perature ranges of 4oC – 10oC, is re-
corded between June and September.

Hiking is an absolute must-to-view, 
while gorillas and other wildlife in the 
Rain Forest are worth exploring in 
the natural reserve. This reserve lies 
beside the resort and was created by 
Cercopan and sponsored by Leventis 
as a habitat for the highly endangered 
spices guerilla found only in South 
Western Cameroon, on the island of 
Bioko and in South East Nigeria. The 
reserve is also home to many endemic 
bird species. A tree house built in the 
tree canopy will cater for even the 
most avid bird/monkey watcher.

The road network is 5.3km with 
11 plots drain work, estimated to last 
nothing less than 50 years. While at 
the resort, which is located at a ma-
laria and tsetse fly free area, a taste of 

the fresh dairy products, agricultural 
produce or the ranch honey are not 
only one of nature’s wonderful gift, 
but also a mark of excellent manage-
ment of a paradise brand.

Fidelis Alima-Oku, the beehive 
manager, says a total of 2000 contain-
ers have been imported from South 
Africa to produce quality and undi-
luted honey. 25 employees, with 500 
trained bee farmers are to produce 
50kg of 2000 containers annually. 
This is being targeted as hard cur-
rency earner for Nigeria.

In the resort, you are home to natu-
ral food, fresh air and with opportu-
nity to see nature break. The cattle 
bred on the ranch supply fresh milk, 
butter, meat, and cheese at the dairy 
section daily. Cows were brought in 
from Holland for management by 
Farmfresh Limited to give residents 
of the ranch best of naturally pro-
cessed dairy products. There are also 
birds and pigs that produce eggs and 
pork, respectively, in commercial 
quantities.

The ranch, which is 24 square kilo-
metre in size, is at an altitude where 
view is breathtaking and the air is 
fresh and clean. There is also the spec-
tacular grotto, a natural swimming 
pool with its sparkling pure water, 
and a clear view of the long winding 
waterfall. Green mountain ranges 
surround the natural reserve that 
is home to rare species of birds and 
other animals such as the gorilla. The 
ranch, which has a mini-golf course 
and a squash hall, is a popular resort 
and is currently managed by Protea 
Hotels of South Africa.

This well known resort extends 
to the Cameroon border, at the base 
of the Sonkwala Mountains on the 

Oshie Ridge, 110km east of Ogoja.
The mountain ranges were first 

explored in 1949, by McCaughley, 
a Scottish rancher, who camped on 
the mountaintop for a month before 
returning with Hugh Jones, a fellow 
rancher who, in 1951, together with 
Dr Crawfeild developed the ranch. 
The best of African styled-rooms 
among other accommodation options 
are provided by African Sun Hotels of 
Zimbabwe, the manager of the resort. 
Most of the beds have hosted digni-
taries from presidents, diplomatic 
class, business/corporate executives 
and tourists from all over the world.

The resort, which was established 
as a cattle ranch in 1949, is now lo-
cated in Obanliku Local Government 
Area in Northern part of the state. It 
is about 332km, which is about five 
hours drive from Calabar.

Travel

OBINNA EMELIKE

“

You can fly into Calabar from 
Abuja and Lagos, and continue 
your journey by road. Getting 
there by road from Port Harcourt 
is eight hours, Eket six hours, 
Calabar is five hours, and Enugu 
in three hours.

For much easier transportation, 
the Bebi Airstrip is available to add 
to an unforgettable trip. The Bebi 
Airstrip is located at the foot of 
the hills about 40km away from 
the ranch. The airstrip has been 
upgraded to a 2.0 km runway so as 
to handle larger and twin engine 
aircraft of the Boeing 737 and BAC 
1-11 category. However, it records 
fewer charter flights.

How to get to the resort:
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Accra Weizo set to host West 
African travel community

A
f t e r  a  s u c c e s s f u l 
maiden edition, Ac-
cra Weizo, a one-day 
travel event, is set to 
host the West African 

travel community and beyond on 
another brainstorming and result-
oriented deliberations.

The travel event, organised by 
Akwaaba African Travel Market; 
the only international travel fair in 
West Africa recognised by UNWTO, 
is holding on July 15, 2016 at La Palm 
Royal Beach Hotel, Accra and will 
feature travel seminars, awards and 
exhibitions.

The event will take an in-depth 
look at ways to improve Travel and 
Tourism growth in West Africa 
through easy access to towns and 
cities in West Africa. Improving 
and simplifying airport and border 
processes; standardizing hotel and 
facilities for tourism through shared 
vision.

In line with the maiden edition’s 
theme, the 2016 Accra Weizo holds 
on the same theme:  ‘Seamless Travel 
in West Africa’.  The repeat is to 
reemphasize the quest for seamless 
integration within the West African 
region, which so far, is lacking.

Speaking on the level of prepara-
tion for the event, Ikechi Uko, CEO, 
Akwaaba African Travel Market, 
noted that everything is in place to 
ensure a more impactful event with 
speakers and participants drawn 
from across the region and other 
regions from Africa.

Also, part of the preparation for 
the event is the recent release of the 
winners of the various categories of 
the Balafon Awards. According to 
Uko, the winners will be formally 
honoured at the event.

Uko commended the public for 
their votes and the professional 
inputs of the Balafon Award Com-
mittee members, which resulted in 
a transparent process and results 
accepted by all. 

Two of the coveted awards are: 
Tourism Man of the Year Award for 
Nigeria and Tourism Man of the Year 
Award for West Africa. Fortunately, 
the two awards were won by Ben 
Ayade, Governor of Cross River State.  
However, before announcing the win-
ners in results released on Tuesday by 
Balafon Award Committee, the organ-
isers noted that it was a four-man race 

between Governor Ayade, Elizabeth 
Ofosu- Adjare, Minister of Tourism for 
Ghana, The Minister of Tourism for the 
Gambia and Obinna Ekezie, managing 
director, Wakanow.

According to the organisers, the 
Nigerian governor, who is in his first 
year in office, won because of not 
only sustaining the tradition of Car-
nival Calabar, but raised the bar for 
the event. His tourism achievements 
in 12 months in office included the 
opening of the first monorail in Sub 
Sahara Africa, hosting the biggest 
ever street carnival in Africa last 
year, setting up Callywood; the new 
movie genre that is rated to be bigger 
and better than Nollywood. He is 
also creating new cities in the state.

Governor Ayade also introduced 
the first bikers’ parade, the first green 
carnival and delivered the largest 
crowd ever seen since the carnival 
began in 2014. These achievements 
helped Ben Ayade, who is also a pro-
fessor, to clinch the double award in 
his first year.

Besides Ayade, Arik won the 
Best Airline in West Africa, Charles 
Asare, CEO, Ghana Airport Compa-
ny Limited, won the Aviation Man 
of the Year Ghana, Henok Tefferra, 
CEO, Asky Airline, won Aviation 
Personality of the Year, West Africa, 
Eko Hotel and Suites Lagos led in 
the 5 Top Hotels in Nigeria, while 
Labadi Beach Resort led Top Hotels 
in Ghana, among other winners.

The Balafon Award committee 
made up of Travel Professionals and 
Journalists from Nigeria and Ghana 
had earlier met and shortlisted 
nominees for the different award 
categories. The shortlisted nominees 
were then exposed to public votes 
on Atqnews website and Facebook 
page. The online voting was done 
using Survey Monkey software. 
Atqnews Facebook page has 23,000 
followers and the newsletter has a 
weekly global audience of over a 
hundred thousand people. After a 
robust debate and analysis of the 
results, the award committee ap-
proved the results. Winners will be 
presented with Award Certificates 
at Accra Weizo event.

…as Governor Ayade, Arik, others win big

OBINNA EMELIKE

 Ikechi Uko, CEO, Akwaaba African Travel Market
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The sixteen busiest airports in the world

 Heathrow Airport, London

T
he long anticipated report 
of the busiest airports in 
the world, attracting traf-
fic from all parts the world 
and experiencing growth 

year-on-year is finally here.
The Airports Council International 

(ACI) recently released its list of the 
busiest airports in the world. Once 
again, Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 
International Airport (ATL) took with 
the top spot, with more than 100 mil-
lion passengers in 2015.

 According to the ACI, this repre-
sents an increase in traffic of over 
5.5% over 2014. The trade group 
attributes Atlanta’s success to its 
strategic location, where it is within 
a two-hour flight of 80% of the US 
population. 

In addition, the ACI credits the 
growth of ATL’s largest tenant — Del-
ta Air Lines — for the airport’s contin-
ued expansion in the traffic. Globally, 
the number of people traveling by air 
grew at a rate of 6.1% in 2015.

“It’s impressive to witness the 
dynamic character of the aviation 
industry and its evolution over time,” 
Angela Gittens, ACI World Director 
General said in a statement. 

“Even in the most mature markets 
such as the United States and parts of 
Western Europe, several of the major 
hubs experienced year-over-year 

International Airport (DXB), having 
78,010,265 passengers in 2015.

Fourth on the list is Chicago O’Hare 
International Airport (ORD) with 
76,949,504 passengers, Tokyo Inter-
national Airport (HND) came fifth 
having 75,316,718; then Heathrow 
International Airport (LHR) followed 
with 74,989,795 passengers.

Other airports that top the list in 
descending order are Los Angeles In-
ternational Airport (LAX): 74,937,004 
passengers; Hong Kong International 
Airport (HKG): 68,283,407 passengers; 
Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport (CDG): 
65,766,986 passengers; Dallas/Fort 
Worth International Airport (DFW): 
64,072,468 passengers and Istanbul 
Ataturk Airport (IST): 61,836,781 pas-
sengers.

More on the list are Frankfurt 
Airport (FRA): 61,032,022 passen-
gers, Shanghai Pudong International 
Airport (PVG): 60,053,387 passengers, 
Amsterdam Airport Schiphol (AMS): 
58,284,864 passengers, John F. Ken-
nedy International Airport (JFK): 
56,827,154 passengers and Singapore 
Changi Airport (SIN): 55,449,000 pas-
sengers.

 Hertfield Jackson International 
Airport, Atlanta

growth rates in passenger traffic that 
were well above the historical growth 
levels for these regions.”

The trade group compiled its list us-
ing passenger traffic data from 1,144 
airports around the world. Here are 
the 16 busiest airports in the world 

based on total passenger traffic:
The first is Hartsfield-Jackson 

Atlanta International Airport (ATL), 
with 101,491,106 passengers in 2015. 
Second is Beijing Capital International 
Airport (PEK) with 89,938,628 pas-
sengers in 2015; and third is Dubai 
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Etihad airways celebrates four years in Nigeria

E
tihad Airways, the national 
airline of the United Arab 
Emirates, this week cel-
ebrates the fourth anniver-

sary of the launch of its non-stop 
services between Lagos and Abu 
Dhabi in July 2012.

In celebration, the airline will 
offered free Wi-Fi access for guests 
travelling on its flight between 
Lagos and the airline’s hub in Abu 
Dhabi on 4 July.

I would also like to say a big thank 
you to all our partners in the local 
travel trade for their tremendous 
support over the last four years, and 
look forward to working even closer 
together in future.” 

Etihad Airways currently oper-
ates four-times-per-week using 
an Airbus A330-200 aircraft con-
figured to carry 254 guests, 18 in 
Business Class and 236 in Economy 
Class.

The free Wi-fly package was 
supported by the airline’s award-
winning in-flight entertainment 
system, which includes over 750 
hours of movies, TV shows, docu-
mentaries, children’s programmes, 
music channels and games. 

George Mawadri, Etihad Air-
ways’ General Manager in Nige-
ria, said the airline was delighted 
to celebrate the milestone and 
thanked everyone who had con-

tributed to its success.
“We are proud to have carried 

many thousands of guests to and 
from Nigeria since we launched 
our services here four years ago. 
Nigeria is a very important market, 
and we are committed to providing 
our travellers with world class travel 
experiences, renowned hospitality, 
and a greater choice of destinations 
whether they are traveling for busi-
ness or leisure.
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How to protect yourself from online fraudsters

You receive an email and it 
claims that you have won 
a cash prize, but you don’t 
recall entering a competi-
tion. It says that to receive 

the money, you will need to share 
your banking details – what should 
you do?

These types of scams are known 
as advance fee fraud or ‘419’ scams, 
and they happen more often than 
you think. With most of us connect-
ed to email or the internet almost 
all of the time, criminals are using 
these platforms to target consumers. 
Many people think that because the 
email contains a logo of a reputable 
company that they can trust that it 
is authentic.

Another form of cyber-attack 
is called ‘phishing’, which is when 
criminals lure you to click on a link 
in an email and it immediately links 
you to a compromised webpage. It 
is here where malware or malicious 
software is installed, giving the 
criminal full access to your sensi-
tive information stored on your 
computer.

“If it sounds too good to be true, it 
generally is,” says Amit Mehta, Head 
of Information Security, MasterCard 
Middle East and Africa. “Any legiti-
mate organisation will never ask you 
to share personal information via 
email or online. Always trust your 
instincts and protect your personal 
information at all times.”

MasterCard has developed the 

STORIES BY JUMOKE AKIYODE

Stop IT Operations Service, which 
helps to combat phishing attacks 
and address cyber-crime activity 
targeting MasterCard cardholders. 
The service can be reached at Sto-
pIT@MasterCard.com.

“It’s our responsibility to be pro-
tect our data,” says Mehta, and you 
can protect yourself by following 
these helpful tips:

1) Delete emails that seem suspi-
cious or offer you something that 
seems too good to be true.

2) Do a quick internet search for 
the email address the sender is us-
ing, many times it will appear on 
websites that report scams.

3) Never give personal informa-
tion or banking details to someone 
you don’t know. Don’t forget, your 
bank or any reputable business 
would never ask you to share this 
type of information online or via 
email.

4) When asked to send money 
to someone outside of the country, 

ask yourself why they would need 
you to do this? Never send money 
to people you don’t know for some-
thing you never requested, legiti-
mate companies will not ask you to 
do this through Western Union, 
Moneygram or any other money 
sending service even if they are in 
the same country.

5) If you believe you have been a 
victim of a phishing attack, contact 
your bank or financial institution 
and report the incident.

Twitter voices of the Nigerian youth

S
ocial engagement is a key 
factor when it comes to 
capturing the attention of 
a young audience. Within 
the Nigerian online space, 

key influencers have found a niche 
in creating active youth engage-
ment on Twitter. Through Tweets, 
their growing influence has enabled 
them to be seen as voices of the new 
generation. Consistently discussing 
a range of topics from entertainment 
to football, these prominent Twitter 
users are representing the changing 
face of the Nigerian youth through 
Twitter.

    @Omojuwa has a strong voice 
when it comes to Nigerian politics. 
Through his Twitter platform, he 
discusses issues facing the nation 
and actively engages with his youth-
ful audience on ways to solve them.  
He happens to have a very empow-
ering timeline, especially for youths 
wanting to make a difference to the 
future of Nigeria. Further to this, he 
also shares lifestyle posts directly 
from his website Omojuwa.com, a 

key lifestyle news blog. If you’re also 
keen on trending Hashtags and in-
teresting Nigerian news, his Twitter 
platform is one to follow.

·         @Ebuka is a captivating me-

dia personality who knows what to 
Tweet about and how to Tweet in a 
manner that gets young people talk-
ing on Twitter. He is well-informed 
on hot topics and always gives his 

own funny opinion, which keeps 
the youth laughing and Retweeting 
every time.

·         @OloriSuperGal is a top life-
style blogger in Nigeria. She knows 
the scoop on Nigerian pop culture 
and also makes sure her news is 
credible before sharing it with the 
public. If you’d like to know first-
hand what’s going on in Nigeria, 
@OloriSuperGal is one to follow. 
She also happens to be the founder 
of #NMCLagos, a conference that 
provides opportunities to learn from 
and network with senior leaders 
from the biggest brands in Nigeria.

·         @Nobsdalushkid is a well-
known fashionista in Nigeria and 
shares his style and tips on Twitter. 
He is also the founder of lifestyle 
website @360Nobs, a top African 
entertainment blog in Nigeria, 
which he regularly Tweets about.  
He is very influential on Twitter, 
especially for youths interested in 
lifestyle, fashion, showbiz and en-
tertainment.
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Researchers pinpoint neurons that tell the 
brain when to stop drinking

B
y activating par-
ticular neurons, 
we may be able 
to influence al-
cohol drinking 

behavior, according to new 
findings published by re-
searchers at the Texas A&M 
Health Science Center Col-
lege of Medicine in the jour-
nal Biological Psychiatry.

The group’s prior re-
search showed that alco-
hol consumption alters 
the physical structure and 
function of neurons, called 
medium spiny neurons, in 
the dorsomedial striatum. 
Essentially, they found that 
activation of one type of 
neuron, called D1, deter-
mines whether one drink 
leads to two. Now, they’ve 
discovered the ones that tell 
us to stop.

These neurons can be 
thought of like a tree, with 
many branches, and many 
small protrusions, or spines, 
coming off of them. Each 
neuron has one of two types 
of dopamine receptors-
-D1 or D2--and so can be 
thought of as either D1 or 
D2 neurons. D1 neurons are 
informally called part of a 
“go” pathway in the brain, 

while D2 neurons are in the 
“no-go” pathway. In other 
words, when D2 neurons 
are activated, they discour-
age action--telling you to 
wait, to stop, to do nothing.

“At least from the ad-
diction point of view, D2 
neurons are good,” said Jun 
Wang, MD, PhD, the corre-
sponding author on the pa-
per and assistant professor 
in the Department of Neu-
roscience and Experimental 

Therapeutics at the Texas 
A&M College of Medicine. 
“When they are activated, 
they inhibit drinking be-
haviour, and therefore acti-
vating them is important for 
preventing problem drink-
ing behaviour.”

The trouble is, even in 
individuals without alco-
holism, D2 neurons tend to 
become deactivated when 
we drink too much. This 
deactivation means there 

is nothing telling us to stop 
drinking, so we drink more, 
in a self-perpetuating cycle.

The researchers found 
that in animal models, re-
peated cycles of excessive 
alcohol intake, followed by 
abstaining from alcohol, ac-
tually changed the strength 
of these neuronal connec-
tions, making D2 signals less 
powerful--which results 
in essentially training the 
individual to seek alcohol. 
“Think of the binge drink-
ing behaviour of so many 
young adults,” Wang said. 
“Essentially they are prob-
ably doing the same thing 
that we’ve shown leads to 
inhibition of these so-called 
‘good’ neurons and con-
tribute to greater alcohol 
consumption.”

These findings provide 
insight into another mecha-
nism underlying the com-
plicated disease we call 
alcoholism. “Our current 
and previous researches 
are essentially two sides of 
the same coin,” Wang said. 
“D1 and D2 medium spiny 
neurons have essentially 
opposing roles in alcohol 

consumption.”
By manipulating the ac-

tivity of these neurons, the 
researchers were actually 
able to change the alcohol-
drinking behavior of the an-
imal models who had been 
“trained” to seek alcohol. 
By activating D2 neurons, 
they were able to decrease 
alcohol consumption, and 
the more the D2 neurons 
were activated, the greater 
the effect is likely to be.

The research was sup-
ported in part by a grant 
from the National Institute 
on Alcohol Abuse and Al-
coholism (NIAAA).

Although Wang cautions 
that we are still a long way 
from testing this in humans, 
in theory, if we could some-
day use drugs or electrical 
stimulation or some other 
method of activating the 
D2 neurons--these so-called 
“no-go” neurons--then we 
might be able to prevent 
alcoholics from wanting 
another drink. “That’s the 
ultimate goal,” Wang said. 
“I hope these findings will 
eventually be able to be 
used for treatment for alco-
hol addiction.”

...Activation of D2 neurons could discourage alcoholics from wanting another drink
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2016 World Population Day: Investing in teenage girls 

T
he population of the 
world continues to grow 
in spite of the socio-eco-
nomic turns of poverty, 
unemployment, and 

pollution. There are concerns that 
this population explosion needs to 
be checked as it poses even more 
danger to mankind. The World 
Population Day is an annual day 
observed around the world to 
bring awareness about population 
growth, and focus attention on 
the urgency and importance of 
population issues.   It also focuses 
on challenges presented by the 
world of 7.02 billion people. With 
the continuous rapid growth in the 
last 200 years, it has become very 
important for people on earth to 
realize and act on healthier lives 
and importance of small families.

This year’s theme ‘Investing in 
Teenage Girls’ draws attention to 
the numerous challenges faced 
by teenage girls around the world 
who are forced by their families 
and communities into marriage, 
with resultant early pregnancy 
and debilitating condition from 
childbirth. Many are forced to 
leave school, damaging their fu-
ture prospects and denying them 
of their human rights. These 
challenges are worse among mar-
ginalized girls such as those from 
ethnic minorities or those from 
poor households.

traditional practices, including 
child marriage. Marginalized girls 
are vulnerable to poor reproduc-
tive health and more likely to be-
come mothers while still children 
themselves. They have a right to 
understand and control their own 
bodies and shape their own lives.”

Studies have found that around 
the world, 10 percent of girls have 
initiated sex before the age of 15, 
about 3.2 million girls have gone 
through unsafe abortion, and the 
second leading cause of death 
among girls between the ages of 
15 and 19 is complication from 
pregnancy and child birth. De-
spite prohibitions, child marriage 
remains widespread around the 
world. About 37,000 child mar-
riages take place each day.

When teenage girls are em-
powered, know their rights and 
are given the tools to succeed, 
they are more likely to realize their 
full potential and become positive 
force for change in their families, 
communities and nation. Policies 
and investments in education and 
health that empower teenage girls 
and create economic conditions 
that lead to jobs are particularly 
important in countries with large, 
emerging youth populations. Such 
countries stand to realize a demo-
graphic dividend, which has the 
potential to strengthen and speed 
up economic growth.

UNFPA Executive Director, Ba-
batunde Osotimehin says, “Lead-
ers and communities must focus 
on and stand up for the human 
rights of the most marginalized 
teenage girls, particularly those 
who are poor, out of school, ex-
ploited, or subjected to harmful 

Pfizer announces positive top-line results 
from Phase 3 S-TRAC trial of SUTENT®

P
f i z e r  r e c e n t l y  a n -
n o u n c e d  t h a t  t h e 
S-TRAC clinical trial 
(Sunitinib Trial in Ad-
juvant Renal Cancer), a 

Phase 3 study of SUTENT versus 
placebo in the adjuvant setting, 
met its primary endpoint of im-
proving disease-free survival 
(DFS) as determined by blinded 
independent central review in 
patients with renal cell carcinoma 
(RCC) who are at high risk for 
recurrence after surgery. The S-
TRAC trial is the first RCC trial of 
a tyrosine kinase inhibitor (TKI) 

to prolong DFS in the adjuvant 
setting. The concept of adjuvant 
therapy is to help lower the risk 
of cancer recurrence in patients 
with early-stage cancer.

“SUTENT has long been a stan-
dard of care for the treatment of 
advanced RCC, and has reached 
more than 250,000 patients across 
diagnoses around the world since 
its initial approval 10 years ago,” 
said Mace Rothenberg, MD, Chief 
Development Officer, Oncology, 
Pfizer Global Product Develop-
ment. “We believe the results 
from the S-TRAC trial support 

the potential for SUTENT to be 
a treatment option in a broader 
range of patients. We look for-
ward to sharing the detailed re-
sults of S-TRAC with the oncology 
community and discussing these 
data with health authorities to 
determine an appropriate regula-
tory path forward.”

The adverse events observed 
for SUTENT in the S-TRAC trial 
were consistent with its known 
safety profile. Full efficacy and 
safety data will be submitted for 
presentation at the ESMO 2016 
Congress in Copenhagen, 07-11 

October 2016.
SUTENT (sunitinib malate) is 

an oral multi-kinase inhibitor 
that was approved in the United 
States in 2006 for the treatment 
of advanced RCC. It is currently 
approved in 119 countries and 
is the most prescribed among 
oral medications approved for 
the treatment of advanced RCC 
in the United States. Worldwide 
more than 250,000 patients across 
diagnoses have been treated 
with SUTENT in its approved 
indications of advanced RCC, 
imatinib-resistant or -intolerant 
gastrointestinal stromal tumors 
(GIST) and advanced pancreatic 
neuroendocrine tumors (pNET).

Pfizer is a leader in advanced 
RCC treatment with several ap-
proved therapies that have con-
tributed to the treatment for 
patients with advanced RCC 
worldwide.

The S-TRAC trial is a random-
ized double-blind Phase 3 trial of 
adjuvant SUTENT vs. placebo in 
more than 670 patients at high 
risk of recurrent RCC. Patients 
were on SUTENT or placebo for 
one year. The trial has two co-
horts: Global and China.

The primary objective for the 
Global cohort is to demonstrate 
an improvement in disease-free 
survival (DFS) in patients at high 

risk of recurrent RCC randomly 
assigned to adjuvant SUTENT 
vs. placebo after surgery. DFS is 
defined as the time interval from 
the date of randomization to the 
first date of recurrence or the 
occurrence of a secondary malig-
nancy or death. Recurrence refers 
to relapse of the primary tumor 
in-situ or at metastatic sites.

This top-line analysis compris-
es the Global cohort only. Results 
from the China cohort are not yet 
mature and will be reported at a 
later date.

Renal cell carcinoma (RCC) 
is the most common type of 
kidney cancer, accounting for 
around 90 percent of all kidney 
cancers. Early stage renal cancers 
tend to have a better prognosis, 
while advanced cancers have a 
worse prognosis. At diagnosis, 30 
percent of kidney cancer patients 
show signs of advanced disease 
and 15 to 25 percent of patients 
have metastatic RCC, where the 
cancer has spread to other parts of 
the body. Approximately 338,000 
new cases of kidney cancer are 
diagnosed worldwide each year, 
representing approximately 2 
percent of all cancers. Patients 
with advanced RCC have five-
year survival rates of approxi-
mately 16 percent.

  Policymakers play an impor-
tant role in ensuring that human 
rights are universal and thus 
enjoyed by all, including teenage 
girls, who worldwide face ob-
stacles to their rights to education, 
health and freedom from violence. 
Communities, non-governmental 

organizations, youth-led groups, 
activists, faith-based institutions 
and girls themselves also have a 
vital role to play in shaping poli-
cies that affect their lives and in 
making sure that these policies 
are translated into real, positive 
transformation.

 ...as Adjuvant therapy in patients at high risk of recurrent renal cell carcinoma  



T
he euphoria, drama and up-
sets of the UEFA Euro 2016 
comes to climax on Sunday 
as Portugal aim to break 
their jinx against host nation 

France when both sides do battle at the 
Stade de France in Paris.

 The 1984 European Championship; 
The 1998 World Cup; The 2016 Euro-
pean Championship? France is closing 
in on a third straight major tournament 
win on home soil after beating world 
champion Germany 2-0 in a compelling, 
captivating, stunning semifinal at the 
Stade Velodrome in Marseille. It will 
now play Portugal in Sunday’s final in 
at the Stade de France in Paris. 

Portugal may have preferred to 
face Germany, given its record against 
France. Portugal has not beaten France 
in 10 games, and it’s lost two semifinals, 
at Euro 2000 and the 2006 World Cup. 
There were also two recent defeats in 
friendlies. 

This tournament has seen teams 
break lengthy jinx in the last two 
rounds, with Germany overcoming 
Italy for the first time in competitive 
play and France beating Germany for 
the first time in a tournament since 
1958. 

If Portugal’s run to the final is cred-
ited to one player, Cristiano Ronaldo, 
the impact of France’s main man has 
been greater.

 Antoine Griezmann scored both 
goals against Germany and has now 
got six in the tournament, three ahead 
of anyone else, that includes Ronaldo 
and Dmitri Payet).

  All of France will want Griezmann 
to score again in the final: Les Bleus 
have never lost when the Atletico Ma-
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drid striker has scored. His latest brace 
means France has now won eight 
games and drawn two when he has 
found the back of the net.

 Atletico could be responsible for the 
smartest transfer business all summer 
by extending his contract and increas-
ing the buyout clause before things got 
underway in France. 

Perhaps Sunday, he can bridge it 
even further and draw some revenge 

for the Champions League final, where 
Atletico fell to Ronaldo’s Real. Griez-
mann missed a penalty in regulation, 
and both converted in the PK shoot-
out–where Ronaldo’s spot kick clinched 
the victory.

 Portugal coach Fernando Santos 
was without the suspended William 
Carvalho against Wales and has a 
selection dilemma on his hands: to 
keep Danilo, who is more consistent 

and was excellent in the semifinal, or 
restore the Sporting youngster. He has 
also reworked his center back pairing, 
with Pepe injured and Bruno Alves 
joining the faultless Jose Fonte. Pepe 
may return if he recovers in time, but 
Ricardo Carvalho, who started Portu-
gal’s first game, has slipped out of the 
pecking order.

 “We’re not the best team in the 
world, but we know that we are not 
pushovers, either,” he said. “We work 
hard. And above all, we are a team. A 
team of 23, plus all the fans too,” Santos 
said after the Wales game.

 “We try to pass our experience be-
cause we have been through a lot of the 
things which are new to the younger 
ones,” he said.

A worthy champion will be crowned
 Soccer pundits and odds have clearly 

favored the host nation France for the 
cup, and this was its biggest test. Beating 
Germany, which in the first half played 
some of the best football we have seen 
this summer, shows that it would be a 
worthy European champion.

 Coach Santos has made Portugal 
so hard to beat in their 13 competitive 
matches in charge; Portugal has won 
nine and drawn four. He has quietly 
rotated his team throughout the tour-
nament, but kept the same 4-4-2 for-
mation with the strike partnership of 
Ronaldo and Nani at the top. Both have 
scored three goals and Nani says he 
has taken on a surprising mentor role. 
It could be pay back time for Portugal.

ANTHONY NLEBEM
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Banking on alert

I
t is not uncommon to receive alert from your 
bank that your account has just been debited 
for all sorts of charges including unsolicited 
subscription to the bank’s Digest. In these very 
perilous times, how can bank customers, who 

more often than not, are illiterates, be made to pay 
for subscription to an in-house publication that is 
unsolicited for and should be free to customers who 
wish to avail themselves of the opportunity to interact 
with the bank? Can anyone in good conscience offer a 
camera to a blind man, even as a gift, how much less 
compel purchase?

That’s exactly what the banks that unilaterally debit 
customer’s accounts to pay for Digest -magazines- are 
doing to the unlettered ones among their customers. 
In fact, whatever happened to the simple principle 
or protocol of contract which is based on offer and 
acceptance?

Without a doubt, receiving alerts from banks for 
all manners of deductions are new ways that banks 
are applying to bilk their clients of billions of naira 
annually. At a financially precarious period like this 
when the economy is fast descending into recession 
and the average Nigerian is imperilled by the associated 
hardships,-no jobs, delayed salaries for those still 
working, spiking costs of living -the unscrupulous 
and disingenuous theft from unsuspecting bank 
customers  is most unconscionable. 

Such act of perfidy by the banks that appear to be 
in manic craze to make profits at all costs irrespective 
of the pains to their customers, are condemnable 
and should prick the conscience of bank operators, 
if they have one. 

You can imagine how much N500 monthly 
subscription would amount to if a bank debits such 
sum of money from half a million customers every 
month. By the way, I used a hypothetical number 
since l could not find useful data about the number 

of bank account holders in Nigeria from CBN and 
NDIC websites, but l found out that there are about 
700 million bank accounts worldwide. Anyway, 
N500 debited from the account of 500,000 customers 
would be a cool N250,000,000 raked in from deposits 
by just pushing a button on a computer keyboard 
every month.

To make my point more poignant, consider a 
scenario where an online publisher has one million 
subscribers on a blog with each paying just N100 
a day to browse. The amount generated would be 
N100,000,000. l can assure you that most newspapers 
in Nigeria struggling to make profit, do not rake 
in N100,000,000 daily online even when they are 
providing their newspaper as a useful service. 
Otherwise, some media house would not be owing 
salaries and sacking staff as part of a right sizing 
exercise.

A tier one bank in Nigeria actually charges 
customers fees in excess of fifteen thousand naira, 
N15000 per month for SMS alert.  Anybody that has 
ever sent bulk SMS to family and friends as birthday 
or wedding party invite can tell how cheap it is; yet 
banks charge customers such outrageous amount 
for SMS monthly. Do the maths and you will find 
out how scandalous the downright thievery of 
customers hard earned money by banks has become 
- N15,000@500,000=N7,500,000,000. For folks not 
familiar with numerics, we are talking about N7.5 
billion naira per month from half a million customers.

Could it be that having been stripped of govt 
funds through Treasury Single Account, TSA policy 
of the present regime, which used to enable financial 
institutions make cheap profits by lending govt’s 
money to govt at exorbitant interest rates, banks out 
of desperation to sustain their over N100billion profit 
mark, are now seeking all means, hook or crook, to 
squeeze money out of their customers surreptitiously?

One good policy that Godwin Emefiele, the current 
Central Bank of Nigeria, CBN Governor introduced at 
the inception of his tenure, a couple of years ago was 
to ban the obnoxious fees charged customers for use 
of Automated Teller Machines, ATMs, but perhaps 
owing to pressure from bankers, the charges have been 
sneaked back to the detriment of the long suffering 
bank customers.

A plethora of bank charges in all guises are now 
the order of the day such that customers could have 
their accounts that are modestly funded go into debit 
and amass considerable debt, enough to land banks 
and customers in courts, in a space of one year due 
to compounding interest charges accruing into the 
account via illicit debits.

Commission on Transactions, COT which was 
also abolished by the CBN under Emefiele’s watch 
has returned surreptitiously in several mutations like 

management and maintenance fees etc, perhaps 
escaping Emefiele’s gaze. This is not unexpected as 
the embattled CBN governor has been engrossed 
in defending the Naira which has been heavily 
pummelled by the volatility in the price of crude 
oil in the international market now rendering the 
atmosphere in the financial services sector highly 
combustible.

Who will fight for the defenceless bank customers 
who are not represented at the prestigious Bankers 
Committee-a forum for bank chief executive officers, 
CEOs and the top echelon of the CBN? 

How can the bank customers whose interests are 
not represented on the board of CBN be protected? 
The truth is that the bank customer has no helper 
in the instances mentioned above, hence the 
exploitation that is tantamount to economic rape, has 
continued unabated.

Admittedly, banks have been compelled to refund 
unearned income to some customers by the CBN 
since Emefiele took over, but it appears he would need 
the weight of the law from the National Assembly, 
NASS to achieve greater success at protecting the 
interest of customers.

So for the impunity to stop NASS, as the 
constitutionally empowered representatives of 
Nigerian people, of which the banking public, 
constitute a critical component, must act now.

Fortuitously, both the higher and lower chambers 
of NASS have finance committees whose members are 
very boisterous superintending over the annual ritual 
of producing appropriation bill or national budget 
and then go silent,until the next circle of budgeting 
activities.

Part of the mandate of finance committees in 
the legislative arm of govt is to check the excesses of 
financial institutions but until their recent intervention 
on the contract awarded Systemspec, the company 
that developed the software being applied in the 
implementation of the TSA, they have been shirking 
their responsibilities to protect Nigerians from undue 
exploitation, perhaps owing to the faceoff between the 
legislative and executive arm of govt since inception, 
about one year ago.

Even then, Parliament’s intervention in 
the controversial TSA collection platform only 
complicated matters. Instead of resolving the knotty 
issues, it left Systemspec in limbo as the soft ware 
engineering firm has been unable to reap the benefit 
of her intellectual property, while govt is still using 
the software.

Note: the rest of this article continues in the 
online edition of Business Day @https://
businessdayonline.com/
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MAGNUS ONYIBE
Onyibe, a development strategist and 

futurologist is a former commissioner in delta 
state govt and an alumnus of the Fletcher 

School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts university, 
Medford Massachusetts, USA.

Week
Quotes of the

10 Malware Removal Apps Tested, Mal-
warebytes Comes out on Top: A recent 
test done by the independent antivirus re-
search group AV-TEST—whose tests we’ve 
mentioned in the past—took a look at the 
performance of today’s most popular mal-
ware removal applications. Most of the ap-
plications showed excellent performance, 
but only Malwarebytes—a free download—
managed a perfect score. A good antivirus 
tool doesn’t have to cost a ton of money, and 
it doesn’t have to drag your system down 
either. Last week we asked you for the 
best, then looked at the five best desktop 
antivirus applications. Now we’re back to 
crown the crowd favorite.  
What to Do When Someone Gets Unau-
thorized Access to Your Computer: We 
don’t like to think about it, but it can 
happen: whether by hacking or by theft, 
someone can get access to your computer 
and everything on it. When the unthink-
able happens, here’s how to pick up the 
pieces. Mac: VirusTotal, the awesome 
malware checker that scans files using over 
50 different antivirus programs, is finally 
available on the Mac—so you can check 
suspicious files against tons of databases. 
Mac: VirusTotal, the awesome malware 
checker that scans files using over 50 differ-
ent antivirus programs, is finally available 
on the Mac—so you can check suspicious 
files against tons of databases.

Blogs
From the 

“I am afraid I did not succeed in the election in Kogi, 
Bayelsa, Rivers. I think that more Nigerians are killed or 
killed themselves in Rivers than in any particular state. 
At this stage of our political development, to remain 
brutal is shameful and as a government, I promise we 
will do something by the next general election”. President 
Muhammadu Buhari. 

“When Republican candidates like Ted Cruz call for treat-
ing American Muslims like criminals and for racially pro-
filing predominantly Muslim neighborhood, it’s wrong, 
it’s counterproductive and it’s dangerous. One thing 
we know that does not work is offensive, inflammatory 
rhetoric that demonizes all Muslims. Slogans aren’t a 
strategy. Loose cannons tend to misfire”. Hillary Clinton.

“We reported the deportation to the Belgian Embassy in 
Ankara on July 14, 2015, but he was later set free. One of 
the attackers in Brussels is an individual we detained in 
Gaziantep in June 2015 and deported. We reported the 
deportation to the Belgian Embassy in Ankara on July 
14, 2015, but he was later set free.  Belgium ignored our 
warning that this person is a foreign fighter”. Turkish 
President Tayyip Erdogan.

Numbers
$1.76 billion
Nigeria’s government will pump 350 billion naira 
($1.76 billion) in the next quarter into Africa’s biggest 
economy hit hard by a slump in oil revenues, Finance 
Minister Kemi Adeosun have said.

N115bn
The Debt Management Office said The Central Bank 
of Nigeria borrowed N114.97bn ($579.05m) through 
three-month to one-year Treasury bills last week at 
higher returns than in its previous auction.
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