
The Book of Acts
Chapter 17

The Powerful Church
 

The theme of the book of Acts can be found in Jesus’ words to His disciples in Acts 1:8
 
Acts 1:8 (KJV) But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.
 
Acts 1:8 (NLT) But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”

Chapter 16 detailed the beginning of Paul’s second missionary Journey, his imprisonment in Philippi,
and his supernatural deliverance. After returning to Lydia’s house and encouraging the brethren, Paul
and Silas continue their traveling ministry in chapter 17

Acts 17:1-34 (KJV) 1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to
Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews:

• Larger than Philippi in Paul’s time, THESSALONICA (thehss ssuh loh ni’ cuhthehss ssuh loh ni’ cuh) still exists with
the modern name of Thessaloniki. The name Thessalonica was given to the city about 315 B.C. by
Cassander, a general of Alexander the Great. He founded the city in that year, naming it after his
wife who was the daughter of Philip II and half sister of Alexander. Located on the Thermaic Gulf
(Gulf of Salonika) with an excellent harbor—and at the termination of a major trade route from
the Danube—it became, with Corinth, one of the two most important commercial centers in
Greece. In the Roman period, it retained its Greek cultural orientation and functioned as the
capital of Macedonia after 146 B.C.

2 And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the
scriptures, 3 Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead;
and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ.  

• Paul preached the resurrection of Jesus to the Jews in Thessalonica over the period of three weeks.
The resurrection of Jesus is the most important event in the history of man, and central to
Christianity. One cannot be a Christian and deny the resurrection

• 1 Corinthians 15:12-14 (NLT) 12 But tell me this—since we preach that Christ rose from the dead,
why are some of you saying there will be no resurrection of the dead? 13 For if there is no
resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised either. 14 And if Christ has not been
raised, then all our preaching is useless, and your faith is useless.

• There are religions and denominations that say they are Christian and yet deny the resurrection of
Jesus. To deny the resurrection and claim to be a Christian is absolute ignorance

4 And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great
multitude, and of the chief women not a few.

• Once again. Paul and his team had success in preaching the gospel. Jews and Gentiles received Jesus

5 But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort,
and gathered a company, and set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, and sought
to bring them out to the people.

• Acts 17:5 (CEV) The Jewish leaders were jealous and got some worthless bums who hung around
the marketplace to start a riot in the city. They wanted to drag Paul and Silas out to the mob, and



the marketplace to start a riot in the city. They wanted to drag Paul and Silas out to the mob, and
so they went straight to Jason's home.

• There are always worthless bums around who are used by the devil to resist the gospel and attack
those who bring the message of Jesus

6 And when they found them not, they drew Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying,
These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also;

• I would submit that their world was already upside down and that Paul and his team were turning it
right side up, but they were blinded by satan and unable to see this

7 Whom Jason hath received: and these all do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is
another king, oneone Jesus.  

• Thessalonica was a Roman city, and thus the worthless bums were claiming that Paul and his
associates were claiming that Jesus was an earthly king and therefore in opposition to Caesar

8 And they troubled the people and the rulers of the city, when they heard these things. 9 And when they
had taken security of Jason, and of the other, they let them go.

• Jason had to post bail. He was not beaten without trial as Paul and Silas were in Philippi, as he was
most likely a Roman citizen

10 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thitherthither went
into the synagogue of the Jews. 11 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received
the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. 

• Berea -.”place of many waters” Berea was not situated on the major highways. Surrounded by
springs in the plain below Mount Bermion, it was 45 miles west of Thessalonica. It is modern
Verria. A traveling companion on the last leg of his third journey was Sopater of Berea (Acts 20:4)

• These people were not worthless bums, but sincere students of the Word of God

12 Therefore many of them believed; also of honourable women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few.
 

• Once again there was much success and a large response to the gospel

13 But when the Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge that the word of God was preached of Paul at Berea,
they came thither also, and stirred up the people.

• The worthless bums were not satisfied with staying in Thessalonica, so they made the three day
journey to Berea to show their worthlessness there

14 And then immediately the brethren sent away Paul to go as it were to the sea: but Silas and Timotheus
abode there still. 15 And they that conducted Paul brought him unto Athens: and receiving a
commandment unto Silas and Timotheus for to come to him with all speed, they departed.

• A group of brothers took Paul to Athens, and Paul sent a message back to Silas and Timothy to join
him immediately

16 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly
given to idolatry.

• Athens was filled with idols and idol-worshippers, and this upset Paul greatly-even more so than the
idolatry of other cities

17 Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market



17 Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market
daily with them that met with him. 18 Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoicks,
encountered him.

• Epicurean philosophy centered on the search for happiness. Pleasure is the beginning and
fulfillment of a happy life. Often today, Epicurus’ ideas are distorted. Many think he proposed a
life of sensual pleasure and gluttony. This concept is far from his philosophy and his own life-style.
To Epicurus happiness could only be achieved through tranquillity and a life of contemplation The
goal of Epicureanism was to acquire a trouble-free state of mind, to avoid the pains of the body,
and especially mental anguish. Peace of mind and body was their desire

• Stoics - have been called "the Pharisees of Greek paganism." The founder of the Stoics was Zeno,
who flourished about B.C. 300. He taught his disciples that a man's happiness consisted in
bringing himself into harmony with the course of the universe. Taught to bear pain with
indifference

And some said, What will this babbler say? other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods:
because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection. 19 And they took him, and brought him unto
Areopagus, saying, May we know what this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, isis? 20 For thou bringest
certain strange things to our ears: we would know therefore what these things mean. 21 (For all the
Athenians and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear
some new thing.)

1. Areopagus – Called also "Mars' hill.", it denotes also the council or court of justice which met in
the open air on the hill. It was a rocky height to the west of the Acropolis at Athens, on the south-
east summit of which the council was held which was constituted by Solon, and consisted of nine
archons or chief magistrates who were then in office.

22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, YeYe men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye
are too superstitious.

• Acts 17:22 (NCV) Then Paul stood before the meeting of the Areopagus and said, “People of Athens,
I can see you are very religious in all things.

• The leaders and philosophers of Athens were very religious, each holding to their own form of
religion and lifestyle

23 For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE
UNKNOWN GOD.

• Theses religious folks wanted to make sure all bases were covered.

Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. 24 God that made the world and all things
therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 25 Neither is
worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and
all things; 26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and
hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;

• Paul points out that all men are the same, of one blood, and were created by a God that cannot be
seen with the natural eye, or worshipped in and confined to temples made by those he created.
This understanding is what separated the Jews from all others in history, and is fundamental to
Christianity.

27 That they should seek the Lord, if haply (perhaps) they might feel after him, and find him, though he be
not far from every one of us:  

• God is not far from anyone who seeks Him: not those who seek religion, but those who seek a
personal relationship with the One who created them



personal relationship with the One who created them

• Jeremiah 29:13 (KJV) And ye shall seek me, and find meme, when ye shall search for me with all your
heart.

• Luke 11:9-10 (KJV) 9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we
are also his offspring.

• Our existence is in God. Philosophy challenges people to prove they exist: that they matter, There is
only one answer to this question: because He exists, I exist. There is no other meaning in life

29 Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto
gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device. 30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at;
but now commandeth all men every where to repent: 

• God in his mercy overlooked the ignorance of man for a time, but Paul says that time is over, and
that everyone must repent, or turn around and go another direction

31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by thatthat man
whom he hath ordained; whereofwhereof he hath given assurance unto all menmen, in that he hath raised him from
the dead.  

• 1 Peter 4:3-5 (WEY) 3 For you have given time enough in the past to the doing of the things which
the Gentiles delight in— pursuing, as you did, a course of habitual licence, debauchery, hard
drinking, noisy revelry, drunkenness and unholy image-worship. 4 At this they are astonished—
that you do not run into the same excess of profligacy as they do; and they speak abusively of you.
5 But they will have to give account to Him who stands ready to pronounce judgement on the living
and the dead.

32 And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and others said, We will hear thee
again of this mattermatter. 33 So Paul departed from among them. 34 Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and
believed: among the which waswas Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris, and others with
them.

• Dionysius - An Athenian aristocrat who was converted to Christianity through the preaching of
Paul the apostle (Acts 17:34). He was a member of the Areopagus, an elite and influential group of
officials. See AreopagusAreopagus.

• Even one of the elite in Athens believed – accepting the doctrine of the resurrection

• Hebrews 6:1-2 (NLT) 1 So let us stop going over the basic teachings about Christ again and again.
Let us go on instead and become mature in our understanding. Surely we don’t need to start again
with the fundamental importance of repenting from evil deeds and placing our faith in God. 2 You
don’t need further instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the
dead, and eternal judgment.

• The resurrection is THE basic doctrine of Christianity, and Paul preached it everywhere he went, to
everyone who listened. The resurrection of Jesus defines Christianity.


