
Sermon 7: Revelation 1:1-5 

 

OUTLINE 

 

Author 

First Benediction 

Time of fulfilment 

Recipients 

Greeting 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

I remember watching a documentary on condors, a species of American bird on the brink of 

extinction.  I remember the scientists putting on a glove that had a beak to feed it, and it 

was in the shape of an adult condor’s head.  The point was to help the baby bird feel at 

home and not threatened by those feeding it.  Keeping things familiar would aid the baby 

bird when reintroducing it to the wild.  Last week we made the point that God has put on 

the gloves of apocalyptic literature to speak to His people in familiar terms about important 

matters.  We continue now slowly looking at the many details in the opening verses of the 

book. 

 

Author 

 

We are told in verse 1 that the author of this book is John, simply John.  We take it for 

granted that this is the apostle John but there have been Liberals and others who have 

challenged the authenticity of the author.  Given the fact that Revelation belongs to a type 

of literature where pseudonyms were common, some have theorised that this is a 

pseudonym or another John altogether.  As interesting as the technicalities on this question 

can be let me simply say that the earliest church fathers all acknowledged that John the 

apostle was the author; the internal evidence points to John, for example, Jesus is identified 

as the Word, the Lamb of God and there are other Johannine clues, and the fact that it is 

simply John with no qualification means that he was well known and felt no need to 

compensate to convince others of his false identity.  Verse 2 affirms that this is in fact the 

word of God being communicated; and full account of all that was revealed.     

 

First Benediction 

 

Although Revelation does open and close as a traditional letter, there are various unique 

features one of which is the uttering of a benediction right up front in v3, ‘Blessed is the one 

who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep 

what is written in it, for the time is near.’  This is the first of 7 such pronouncements.  Don’t 

be deceived by the vague way in which the benediction is put, as we examine the other 7 

blessings we see that what is being called for is war time vigilance and duty. 



14:13, ‘And I heard a voice from heaven saying, "Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in 

the Lord from now on." "Blessed indeed," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their 

labors, for their deeds follow them!" 

16:15, ‘("Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his 

garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!") 

19:9, ‘And the angel said to me, "Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the 

marriage supper of the Lamb." And he said to me, "These are the true words of God." 

20:6, ‘Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second 

death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with 

him for a thousand years.’ 

22:7, ‘"And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the 

prophecy of this book." 

22:14, ‘Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree 

of life and that they may enter the city by the gates.’   

 

Holiness, martyrdom and salvation are the grounds for the blessings.   

 

This benediction right at the beginning of the book sets the tone for how we should be 

expecting to proceed.  Let me ask you, should you concerned with the identity of the 

antichrist or with keeping your garments clean?  Should you be worrying about whether we 

are in the third bowl or presenting a faithful witness of Christ in the face of suffering?  The 

book of Revelation is given to equip us for difficult times, the 7 letters to the 7 churches are 

the military strategies given in how the various churches need to engage with the enemies 

of the rest of the book.  We will see that holiness in the face of temptation, martyrdom in 

the face of persecution and believing and confessing the truth in the face of false religion 

are the acts of obedience that are expected.  As interesting as the book can be, there is a 

way of reading the book that puts our obedience in the background and not the foreground 

which misses the point of the book.  One of my goals in studying Revelation is to 

reemphasize the practical nature of the book. 

 

Time of fulfilment 

 

One of the most confusing aspects of the book are the references to the time of fulfilment.  

There are various time indicators, e.g. ‘the things that must soon take place’; ‘for the time is 

near’; ‘Therefore repent.  If not, I will come soon and war against them with the sword of 

my mouth’ (2:16); 22:7, etc.  What can we glean from these verses?  Firstly, these verses at 

least shut the door on a purely futurist reading.  It is typical of our Dispensationalist 

brethren to see the majority of Revelation as being future, they usually put 4-22 as far 

future and 2-3 as first century.  The futurist reading has often read the book of Revelation in 

a way that makes it irrelevant to the first century hearers.  The other extreme is the 

Preterist reading which sees the whole or most of the book as fulfilled in the fall of 

Jerusalem or Rome.  Let me make three points which highlight how we will be reading these 

time references and how we apply them without falling into the errors of a purely past or 

future reading. 

 



 

Firstly, the reference ‘the things that must soon take place’ is very similar to Mark 1:15, ‘and 

saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 

gospel."  If you analyse this statement you will see that it is made up of two parts, there is a 

statement about something that is fulfilled, but then this seems to be undone with a 

statement about something that is not here but is at hand.  In fact these are parallel 

statements, the Hebrew mind could speak of something that is here as on the verge.  Some 

have called it ‘exaggerated imminence.’  As we apply this to the book of Revelation this very 

helpful, for there are things that are spoken of in the vision that are in fact past or presently 

happening.  For example, in Rev. 12:1-6 we see a vision recording the birth and ascension 

of Christ which would have been 60 years prior to John’s writing this book.  So John is 

probably saying that by things being soon they have already begun.  This is further 

reinforced by Daniel’s visions.  Daniel sees visions of the future which involve four kingdoms 

but the kingdom of Babylon is already present.   

 

Secondly, we can say that many aspects of the prophecies will begin to be fulfilled but not 

necessarily consummated.  The first seal can be opened and much time pass before the last 

seal is opened.  The onset of the various visions can begin but the prophecies referring to 

the final coming of Christ and the new creation need not be what the soon is in reference 

to. 

 

Thirdly, one of the difficulties with the timing verses are the ones that refer specifically to 

Christ’s coming.  22:7 is particularly problematic as it seems to be saying that Jesus final 

coming is soon.  How do we solve this timing discrepancy?  Well we solve it by showing that 

there are various references to Christ’s coming, 2:16, 3:3, 3:11.  As we examine these we 

see that there is definitely a coming of Christ associated with the end of time Rev. 19:11-21, 

but there are also references to other comings.  These comings of the Lord must be 

interpreted in the same way that we would interpret the Day of the LORD in the OT.  There 

are many small days of the LORD that will climax in a final one.  We would account for the 

data of Christ’s comings in the same way.  Revelation 3:10-11 is a good example of a first 

century small day of the Lord, ‘10 Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, 

I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who 

dwell on the earth. 11 I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may 

seize your crown.’   

 

Recipients 

 

As we move to v4 we are told who John is writing to, ‘John to the seven churches that are in 

Asia:’  The 7 churches of chapters 2-3 would not have been the only churches in Asia but 

are a representative number.  Ephesus is the first church and the place where John would 

have ministered the others all form a circuit moving north from Ephesus, then East heading 

South and ending in Laodicea. Some have compared the relationships of the towns to a 

postal route.  We have spoken of the significance of the number 7 so will not dwell on it 

again. 

 



Greeting 

 

The last words I would like us to consider are the words of greeting, ‘Grace and peace’.  

Grace was the typical Greek greeting and peace the typical Hebrew blessing.  We often see 

these combined by Christians.  These were the traditional greetings when opening a letter 

but they have taken on amazing dimensions when viewed in light of the gospel.  Grace we 

know is God’s undeserved favour, and peace is what results when we experience God’s 

grace.  One commentator has pointed out that the order is never changed; it is always grace 

first and then peace and not vice versa.  This betrays the logic of the Gospel.  We cannot 

know real peace unless we have first experienced grace.  We cannot know peace with God, 

peace within ourselves, or true peace with others.  Until we have experienced a work of 

grace whereby God regenerates us and draws us to saving faith in Christ enabling a life of 

repentance to ensue and holiness enabled by His Spirit we cannot experience peace.  We 

can know peace with God because Christ experienced the wrath of God for me.  I can know 

peace within because Christ has sufficiently paid for every sin past, present and future and I 

can be assured of my salvation.  Added to this the Spirit bears witness with me that I am 

saved and am God’s child.   

 

These are not empty words or pious platitudes intended to soothe the churches of Asia with 

sentimentality.  These churches were at war with the devil, the world and the flesh and this 

greeting of grace and peace marks all that we need for the fight.  God’s grace is sufficient 

and is given when I am weak and have not earned it.  And it is the peace that I get from the 

gospel that will enable me to stand when I am in the tempest of temptation or trial.  Every 

Christian no matter what they are going through has grace and peace, and this is enough 

for us in any need.       

              

    


