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2023 Project Proposal Form 

Name of library/archive: 
HCL, Widener, Middle East, Asia, Africa Division, (MEAAD) 
 
School/Unit: 
 FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES, Services for Academic Programs (SAP) 
 
Location/address: 
Lamont Library  
Project sponsor/library or unit director:  

• Sarah DeMott (HCL, Services for Academic Programs) 
• Michael Hopper (HCL, Middle East, Asia and Africa Division) 

 
Project supervisor: 

• Sarah DeMott (HCL, Services for Academic Programs) 
 
Contact information for further information or questions:  
 

• Sarah DeMott:  sarah_demott@harvard.edu 
 

Name of Project:  
Indigenous Studies of Near East, Middle East and North Africa 

 in the Harvard Library, MEAAD Collection 
 
Brief description of archives: 
On behalf of Harvard Library’s Middle East, Asia, Africa Division (MEAAD) and Services for Academic 
Programs (SAP,) we are inviting applications to assist in curating a virtual library guide that highlights the 
rare collection materials on indigenous people from the Near East, Middle East and North Africa regions 
within the Harvard Library collections. The project responds to a meaningful request from Harvard 
graduate students looking for search assistance in excavating resources across the Library’s vast 
collections on Near East, Middle East and North African holdings.  The Pforzheimer Fellow will 
collaborate with the project team to contribute their subject and regional knowledge, research 
searching skills, language skills, and informational literacy to build a digital research collection.  
 
Materials on indigenous people of the Near East, Middle East, and North Africa, as well as religious 
minority groups are often difficult to access within the larger Near East, Middle East and North African 
regional collections due to the varied collecting practices, cataloging terms, types of materials, and 
transliteration systems. Learning to navigate holdings related to the Near East, Middle East and North 
Africa is a critical skill for academic researchers and librarians. Highlighting Harvard’s MEAAD collections 
through this act of identifying and curation brings increased accessibility to rare subjects, thereby 
improving the reach of the collections, inclusive scholarship of indigenous groups, and research capacity 
of Harvard users as well as our global academic interlocutors worldwide.  



Anticipated outcomes/final product: 
While curating a digital collection guide, the fellow may participate in user experience feedback on the 
web platform, contribute to the navigational design of the digital interface, and format collection meta-
data. While project specific, this fellowship will create an original citation for one’s portfolio as well as 
general insight into several aspects of collection development, special collections, digital user 
experience, and enhanced research search skills in the academic library profession. 
For the graduate fellow, this project models a critical partnership between the academic librarian and 
emerging scholar. This is a rich opportunity for graduate students to be deeply immersed in Harvard 
Library's MEAAD collections.  The fellowship will provide a reference for their c.v. with applied skills in 
academic library research, digital curation, digital humanities, and website development, as well as the 
site’s url for a publication credit in their digital portfolio. The challenge of curating a library guide on 
Harvard Library's digital user interface will require deliberate communication between scholarly 
audiences and public users. Developing inclusive language and design style, the graduate fellow 
contributes to conversations regarding effective messaging, digital strategies, and accessible 
communication across diverse demographics. The final product will be a curated digital library guide. 
 
 
Project description:  
Librarians are often asked for “research tricks'' and “search strategies” for working in Harvard’s Hollis 
Catalog. Researchers often ask for both a summary of the collection's highlights as well as clues to rare 
finds and unique discoveries. Researchers are often anxious to take advantage of the depths of Harvard 
Library’s collections, but need assistance with information literacy skills for searching in Hollis and across 
multiple Harvard libraries (including Tozzer, Divinity, Fine Arts, Widener, etc.) In a recent presentation 
on Oct 26, 2022 for the Middle East Librarians Association’s Social Justice series, Harvard Librarian 
Amanda Hanoosh Steinberg organized a session, The Amazigh Indigenous Library and the Future of 
Amazigh Studies, devoted to research techniques for locating material on ethnic and religious minorities 
in the Near East, Middle East and North Africa.  The MELA panel generated special interest in the 
capacity of Harvard’s collections to support indigenous studies of Amazigh as well as Bedouin, Kurdish, 
and Alevis cultures. With the support of the Pforzheimer Fellowship Program, we are looking to 
collaborate with a graduate fellow to apply the innovative design prototype of the Harvard Digital 
Collections Platform to curate a libray guide based on Harvard Library’s holdings of Near East, Middle 
East and North African indigenous resources. Possible areas of interest may be, but are not limited to 
Amazigh Studies, Bedouin Studies, or Alevis Studies.   
 
A note on “discovery”:  We attempted to consciously write this proposal without using the information 
literacy terminology of “discovery” (i.e. “discovery guide,” “discovery technique,” “discovery tool,” or 
“discovery practice) opting for “research practice,” “search assistance,” and “library guide” when 
necessary as a gesture of indigenous solidarity and an attempt to decolonize the language of academic 
research and information sciences. 
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