
          

       

          
 

 

Dear friend/s, 

 

Please find attached the information obtained by CEIM from the Madrid City Council 

website regarding the traffic restrictions in the city centre during specific dates in 

December and during the holiday period.  

        

I hope it will be of your interest: 

            

  

Traffic restriction dates: 

        

December 2-11, December 16-18 and December 23 - January 8.  

 

Vehicles not affected by the traffic restrictions: 

 

The following vehicles are authorised to drive through the streets restricted to private traffic 

during the aforementioned dates: 

 

1. Residents and parking owners of the restricted streets. 

2. Auto taxi vehicles 

3. Motorbikes and mopeds 

4. Bicycles and cycle vehicles 

5. Madrid City Tour tourist buses 

6. Audiovisual production and broadcasting mobile units 

7. Vehicles with the “Zero Emissions” badge established by the National Traffic 

Department (DGT) 

8. Vehicles accessing hotels and are carrying luggage and heavy packages. 

9. Vehicles transporting detainees. 

10. Tow trucks 

11. Funeral vehicles 

12. Vehicles which, to the judgement of law enforcement officers, must access the area 

for reasons of general interest or needs of pressing urgency.     

     

      

       

Traffic restrictions during the holiday period: 

 

The holiday period, New Year’s Eve and Nativity result in a considerable increase in 

pedestrians and motorised travel to the area with a large commercial, leisure and cultural 

activity.  



       

In this context, and taking into account the experience of previous years -in which the high 

registered traffic congestion resulted in traffic cuts in the city centre perimeter and to the 

access to short-stay public car parks- this year, with the purpose of avoiding risks related to 

traffic safety, the following extraordinary control and regulation measures for motorised 

vehicles and pedestrian are to be implemented:       

       

● Travel reorganisation on Gran Vía  

 

One lane will be enabled for each direction of traffic except on the stretch between Calle San 

Bernardo and Plaza de España, where there will be one lane going towards Calle San 

Bernardo and two lanes going towards Plaza de España. Only city buses and authorised 

vehicles can travel on these lanes.  

The rest of the Gran Vía section will be for pedestrians only, notwithstanding the 

adjustments that may be carried out following the instructions of the police officers to 

facilitate access for emergency and evacuation vehicles.      

   

In any case, maximum speed for traffic during the indicated period will be limited to 30 kph. 

 

        

● Traffic restrictions in city centre: 

 

Access to motorised vehicles will be forbidden 24 hours a day, excepting vehicles authorised 

to access the interior perimeter of the city centre, supported by Gran Vía and delimited by 

the following streets on the days that the measures will be put into effect: 

 

1. Gran Vía from Plaza de España to the crossing with Calle Alcalá. 

2. Calle Atocha from Glorieta de Carlos V to Plaza de las Provincias. 

3. Calle Mayor in both directions from Calle Bailén to Puerta del Sol. 

 

On Calle Segovia, on the stretch between Ronda de Segovia and Plaza de Puerta Cerrada, 

there may be restrictions for motorised vehicles or simply sporadic traffic cuts subject to 

traffic congestion.  

 

Complementing the above, there will be free travel (albeit not to the streets inside the 

perimeter) on Ronda de Atocha, Ronda de Valencia -from Carlos V to Embajadores-, Ronda 

de Toledo up until Puerta de Toledo, Gran Vía de San Francisco to Calle Bailén and Plaza 

de España. In any case, if saturation conditions advise it, sporadic traffic restrictions or cuts 

may be made in all of these perimetral streets.   

            



 
 

● Access controls:    

       

There will be a special local police unit and traffic officers that will establish access and 

travel controls, initially determined in the following points prior to the restricted areas, which 

may be increased, modified or reduced subject to the regulation needs that may be deemed 

appropriate:     

 

 

1. Plaza de España. 

2. Plaza de Cibeles. 

3. Plaza de la Independencia. 

4. Plaza de Cánovas del Castillo. 

5. Glorieta del Emperador Carlos V 

6. Glorieta Puerta de Toledo 

7. Plaza de San Francisco el Grande 

8. Calle Mayor/Calle Bailén  

 

 

Also, law enforcement officials may allow access to those vehicles which they believe can or 

must access the perimeter for reasons of general interest or pressing urgency.  



      

●  Loading and unloading: 

 

Access to vehicles for loading and unloading will be exclusively between 11.00 p.m. and 

11.00 a.m. 

       

● Public short-stay parking: 

 

Access must be done through streets or routes not included in the restriction perimeter, 

although local police or traffic officers may establish specific routes in each particular case if 

necessary, all of this notwithstanding of the general access rule to Residential Priority Areas.

     

      

● Alternative routes:  

     

Due to the traffic cuts and diversions that will take place on December 2-11, there will be two 

alternative circular routes connecting the different affected districts:   

       

1. Inbound: Plaza de la Independencia - Calle Alfonso XII - Paseo de Infanta Isabel - Paso 

inferior de la Plaza del Emperador Carlos V - Ronda de Atocha - Ronda de Valencia - 

Glorieta de Embajadores - Ronda de Toledo - Glorieta Puerta de Toledo (en superficie) - 

Gran Vía de San Francisco - Plaza de San Francisco - Calle Bailén - Calle Ferraz - Calle 

Marqués de Urquijo - Calle Alberto Aguilera - Glorieta Ruíz Jiménez - Calle Carranza - 

Glorieta de Bilbao - Calle Sagasta - Plaza de Alonso Martínez - Calle Génova - Plaza de 

Colón - Calle Jorge Juan - Calle Serrano - Plaza de la Independencia. 

       

2. Outbound: Plaza de la Independencia - Calle Alcalá - Calle Velázquez - Calle Goya - 

Plaza Colón - Calle Génova - Plaza Alonso Martínez - Calle Sagasta - Glorieta Bilbao - Calle 

Carranza - Glorieta de Ruíz Jiménez - Calle Alberto Aguilera - Calle Marqués de Urquijo - 

Paseo del Pintor Rosales - Plaza de Marqués de Cerralbo - Calle Ferraz - Calle Bailén - 

Plaza de San Francisco - Gran Vía de San Francisco - Glorieta Puerta de Toledo - Ronda 

de Toledo - Glorieta de Embajadores - Ronda de Valencia - Ronda de Atocha - Paso inferior 

de la Plaza del Emperador Carlos V - Paseo de la Infanta Isabel - Calle Alfonso XII - Plaza 

Independencia.    

 

 

Due to all of the above, from the December 2-11, December 16-18 and December 23 - 

January 8 2017, the use of public transport to access the city centre is recommended.  

       
Yours sincerely,  

      

   

 

 



 
 

We inform you that the data of this notification is incorporated in a file duly registered in the AEPD, 

owned by the Madrid Hotel Business Association (AEHM). The purpose of the data processing is to 

keep you informed on the services offered by AEHM. If you do not wish to receive information through 

this channel or wish to exercise your data protection rights, please notify this in writing to 

aehm@aehm.es or in person at Asociación Empresarial Hotelera de Madrid, C/Princesa, 25, 28008 

MADRID.  

 

This message and its attachments contain private and confidential information from the AEHM. If you 

receive it by error, please known that its unauthorised used is legally prohibited. Therefore, please 

notify us through this channel or via phone (+34 915 414 010), refrain from copying, sending, 

delivering and diffusing this message to another person and delete it immediately.  

      

     

    

   

 

      

     

    

   

 


