
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The Northants Branch “Club Person of the Year” Award, as 

splendidly refurbished by Ralph Love. It is believed that the piston 

and con-rod came from a 500cc Daytona. 
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Scribblings 

 

Receipt of this newsletter may have come as a bit of a shock to you, especially those who haven’t 
been members of the Triumph Owners all that long. For one issue only we have resurrected 
Vibrations – which was the Northants Branch newsletter between 1983 and 2010. It ceased 
publication because the then editor found that he just didn’t have enough time to sit down to cobble 
together enough articles to fill it up, or chase other people to write something (which is also basically 
what happened to all of his predecessors over the years). 

The reason that it has done an imitation of Lazarus this month is to show people what used to be 
distributed instead of the rather basic news-sheet that appears in your e-mail inbox these days. So, is 
there any Northants Branch member out there who would like to take up the challenge of being the 
Vibrations editor?  

Ideally it would be published every two months; to include the events list, photos, general articles and 
reports of recent events in greater detail than can be accommodated by our column in Nacelle. 
Distribution would be via the Branch Membership Secretary, i.e. me, as I maintain an up to date list of 
everyone’s e-mail addresses. 

If there are any takers please contact Branch Chairman Phil Barton or myself. 

 
33 Argyll Street, St.James, Northampton NN5 5LJ  

Tel: 01604-582468              e-mail: Sarge@SargeNorthampton.demon.co.uk 

New Members 

We have gained quite a few new members over the past six months. Would you please extend a 
welcome to: 

 Geoffrey Davies of Hardingstone 

 Christopher Dickens of Rushden 

 Tony Frankland of Wellingborough 

 Mark Garrad & Julie Topping of Wellingborough 

 Ron Gunn of Northampton 

 Paul Holdsworth of Flore 

 John Hoyle of Long Buckby 

 Paul Humphries of Wootton 

 Kevin Lington of Wellingborough 

 Warren Marsh of Earls Barton 

 Clive Richardson of Raunds 

 Darren Smith of Cogenhoe 

 Deborah Wheatman of Ecton 

 

If you haven’t yet paid a visit to The George we look forward to seeing you. 

 



 

Northants Branch Events List 

 

Branch HQ: The George Inn, Main Road, Wilby. The village is on the outskirts of Wellingborough 

and Main Road is the A4500 that runs from Wellingborough to Northampton. Meetings generally start 
at 8pm. For SatNav users the post code is NN8 2UB. It’s only a few minutes away from the A45 and 
A509 so there is easy access from most directions. The pub has a large tarmac car park and, for 
those who like a pint, there are a couple of real ales on tap. 
The Branch website can be found at www.northantstomcc.org.uk. The club’s national website is at: 
www.tomcc.org; and if you are on Facebook search for “Triumph Owners’ Motor Cycle Club”. 

Non-club members are welcome at all events unless specifically marked otherwise. Listen out for 
details at club nights, or check with committee members beforehand in case of short-notice 
alterations/cancellations. Except where indicated, club nights start at 8pm.  

Evening runs depart promptly, at the time stated, from Midsummer Meadow Car Park (Nunn Mills 
Road entrance), Bedford Road, Northampton. Please turn up early with a full tank of petrol. 

Wed 15th May Branch Night at The George 

Sat-Sun 18th-19th 
May 

BMF Show at Peterborough. The cheapest way of getting in is to buy an 
advance ticket using your TOMCC discount code (Page 3 of Nacelle). 
http://www.thebmfshow.co.uk/.  

The club will have two displays this year: one concentrating on the Hinckley 
machines in the main showground (Stand Y9-4); and one for older bikes in 
the Classic & Vintage area. 

Sun-Mon 26th-27th 
May 

Festival of Country Life at Lamport Hall. Branch display – contact Phil Barton 

Sun 2nd June Castle Ashby Fete. Branch display – contact Phil Barton 

Wed 5th June Branch Night at The George 

Sun 9th June Triumph Day at The Ace Café. Possible branch run 

Wed 12th June Run to BSA Owners Club at The Barley Mow, Cosgrove. Depart 7.45pm 
from The Midsummer Meadow 

Sun 16th June Vintage MCC Banbury Run 

Wed 19th June Northants Branch Concours d’Elegance. Trophies for best Classic and 
best Hinckley. Last year’s winners were superb, but who will walk off with the 
honours this year? Judging between 8.30pm-9pm 

Thu 20th June Run to the Vintage Japanese Owners Club at The Griffin’s Head, Mears 
Ashby. Depart 8pm from Midsummer Meadow. 

Mon 24th June Cassington Bike Night 

Sat-Sun 29th-30th 
June 

Billing Biker Bash at Billing Aquadrome 

Wed 3rd July Open Evening at The George. Invite all your biking friends along, we want 
to see as many motorcycles (and scooters) in the car park as possible. 

Sat-Sun 6th-7th July Festival of 1000 Bikes at Mallory Park or Hollowell Steam Rally – take your 
pick. 

Mon 8th July Run to Norton Owners at Welford. Departure time to be advised 

Sun 14th July Ton-Up Day at Jack’s Hill Café, Towcester. Contact Phil Barton if you want 
to put your Triumph on display. 

Sun 21st July Vintage MCC Founder’s Day Rally at Stanford Hall 

 

http://www.northantstomcc.org.uk/
http://www.tomcc.org/
http://www.thebmfshow.co.uk/


 

Rushden Historic Vehicle Cavalcade 

 

The Cavalcade was blessed with good weather this year. Here are some photos of the Northants 
Branch contribution… 

 

 

More pictures from the event can be found here: http://flic.kr/s/aHsjEZbaEM  

http://flic.kr/s/aHsjEZbaEM


 

Branch News 

The George: If you came along to the club night on 3rd April you will know that the George was 
temporarily closed while the new tenants got themselves sorted out. Normal service has been 
resumed so please give a warm welcome to our new hosts: Graham & Pam. 

 

Branch Logo: This is what the Northants Branch logo currently looks like… 

Branch Chairman Phil Barton thinks that it might be time for a change so if there are any graphic 
artists out there would you like to come up with a new design, preferably retaining the rose in some 
form. If you want some ideas check out the other branch logos in the back pages of Nacelle. 

 

 

From the archives: 

In July 1988 Phil Short organised an epic 3,600 mile ride through France to the south of Spain and 
back. Two Triumphs and two BMWs set off, but one of the BMWs was forced to turn back after the 
first night in Spain due to the owner suffering from the heat. 

The original plan was to aim for Gibraltar but when we arrived in Altea, where a couple of other 
branch members were living at the time, we were persuaded to stop with them for a week. 

Here we see Sarge, Phil and Perky Pete on the outskirts of Altea on the last day before heading for 
home. Note the strict adherence to protective clothing… 

 

The holiday was documented over three issues of Vibrations, and subsequently repeated over seven 
issues of Nacelle. 

 



 

 

 

 


