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Public Policy Analysis 

Course Outline 

Fall 2019 

 

 

Course Goal and Prerequisites 

 

The goal of this course is to provide you with both theoretical tools and practical skills to 

undertake applied policy analysis. While the course is primarily focused at the national level, 

it is quite likely that we will analyze state-level and local-level policies. At the same time, we 

will also learn a lot of comparative public policy theory. While it would be nice if you had a 

robust understanding of the institution of federalism and the Mexican institutional architecture 

neither of these is a mandatory requirement.  

 

Course Objectives: 

 

The course is designed as a survey of the literature on policy analysis, both from a 

methodological perspective and a theoretical one. We will also spend a substantial amount of 

time undertaking comparative cross-national policy analysis. Some of the content of the course 

will also be focused on policy learning, transfer and lesson drawing. Due to time constraints, 

the course content is necessarily a broad overview and students must go beyond the assigned 

readings in order to write their assignments. Using only assigned readings will not lead to a 

good grade!  

 

The course is designed to provide the student with a broad understanding of the tools and 

techniques we use to analyze public policies. While the assumption of the course is that 

previous courses in public policy may have touched on the basic policy cycle theoretical tenets, 

we will also start from a common, homogeneous foundation bringing everyone to speed with 

the basic literature.   

 

The course is also intended to help students develop practical skills to describe, analyze and 

synthesize data regarding, amongst other topics, the political dynamics of urban policy 

problems, the potential for cross-level and cross-regional collaboration and policy learning, 

the policy challenges of an aging population, etc. This course is eminently practical and thus I 

expect you to follow policy developments in Mexico on a daily basis.  
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As a survey public policy course, I will be touching on several substantive policy areas 

(namely, urban policy, water policy, climate policy, cultural policy, education policy and 

security policy) where the national, international and subnational dynamics plays a substantive 

role.  

 

Requirements of the course 

 

The course will be taught entirely in English. However, I will not be deducting marks if 

written work is submitted in Spanish, nor if written work in English has some grammar and 

spelling mistakes. I do encourage you, however, to push your own boundaries and leave 

comfort behind to engage with the material in its original language (English). I also encourage 

you to participate verbally in class, although I will certainly understand if you are shy about 

speaking up in English.  

 

All readings should be completed BEFORE the first class of the week. I do give one 

opportunity for catch up: readings for the first week should be completed before the beginning 

of the second week, alongside those assigned for that second week. I will be sending you a 

link to the course Dropbox so you can download the readings (which will be organized by 

week as well). If you are unable to access the Dropbox folder, send me an email (raul.pacheco-

vega@cide.edu) so that I can ensure you have continued access.  

 

Communication, office hours and interpersonal behavior. 

 

I respond to written requests and questions within 48 hours, except on weekends when my 

responses can be delayed to up to 72 hours. Thus, you should be prepared to email me well in 

advance if you have questions about the course. As always, formal communication models are 

expected (which is to say, you should sign your name in every email, use proper salutations 

[Dr. Pacheco-Vega, Professor Pacheco-Vega, Professor] and you should also check your email 

messages for grammar and spelling). I do NOT respond to requests to meet sent at 1:30am for 

a meeting to occur at 10am of the same day (and I do not take well to these kinds of last-minute 

requests!). Even if your message is a brief note on Twitter (my account is @raulpacheco or 

http://www.twitter.com/raulpacheco), you should expect that I have other commitments that I 

need to balance and thus I will respond within 48-72 hours.  

 

mailto:raul.pacheco-vega@cide.edu
mailto:raul.pacheco-vega@cide.edu
http://www.twitter.com/raulpacheco
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My priority is your learning, so I make myself available for office hours during the week:  

Tuesday afternoons (3:30-5:30pm). Please make use of office hours, as that is the time that 

I allocate to be able to discuss course materials with you. If you have any question, or are 

facing a tough time to complete course assignments, please come to see me immediately after 

these challenging circumstances make themselves visible.  

 

Accommodations  

 

I encourage you to do the readings for my class before the weekend, as I am well aware of the 

heavy workload you will be facing with other courses. Please be aware that I will not make 

any concessions regarding workload (such as moving an exam, dispensing when you miss 

class or excusing you from having done your readings on time). You are responsible for 

distributing your time according to the time you have every week. I am, however, well aware 

of the potential negative effect of exogenous factors on your learning or the possibility that 

you may be facing a tough time or an illness. I will require written confirmation from the 

counsellor or your physician to engage in dispensation and accommodation, but I will be more 

than happy to help in any way I can, within reasonable limits.  

 

Classroom behavior and code of honor 

 

Students’ learning remains a priority and thus CIDE offers a safe and comfortable environment 

within which learning can occur. As always, rules regarding respect and ethics within the 

classroom (and outside of it) will be strictly enforced. Student behavior should always adhere 

to the highest standards. No derogatory, disrespectful, sexist, classist, homophobic or 

otherwise inappropriate commentary or “joke” will be tolerated within the boundaries of the 

classroom and within the campus community activity. Failure to comply with CIDE’s 

Statute and Code of Ethics will be prosecuted to the fullest extent and may result in the 

student at fault being expelled. This applies as well to any student who engages in plagiarism, 

data fabrication, and repetitious self-plagiarism (submitting work in this course that you did 

for another course).  
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Missing assignments and mark reduction schedule 

 

Assignments are due by 2:30pm of the day when they are marked for submission, in printed 

version. You can drop them with my assistant or slide them underneath my door. Readings’ 

summaries are due the night before the beginning of the class as previously outlined. Electronic 

submission must be done BEFORE submitting the printed version. If your assignment is not 

submitted on time, I will deduct 10% per day (e.g. if your assignment was going to be graded 

over 100, the maximum grade you could possibly receive after a one-day-late submission 

would be 90, after 2 days 80, after 3 days 70, and so on). I will grade any work submitted after 

6 days’ delay with a ZERO. Be aware that a zero mark in one of your course evaluation 

components seriously hinders your chances of approving the course.  

 

Devices’ Policy 

 

I have experimented with allowing and prohibiting devices in class, with mixed results. In 

my experience, most distractions my students face include  

• Communicating via WhatsApp/text with friends/loved ones 

• Checking Facebook 

• Preparing for the next class 

 

I don’t want to ban devices in class as I understand it is sometimes easier to take notes using 

a laptop, but I don’t want my lectures interrupted by someone who is distracted by their 

mobile phone or laptop. Therefore, this semester, I’ll be experimenting with a new devices’ 

policy: on the first day of class, we will collectively draft and agree on the wording of a 

contract by which we will govern the use of devices. If you are found in breach of the 

contract, you will face and comply with the sanctions you and your peers have set in the 

contract. These may include and not be limited to: asking you to put your device on 

safeguard, leave the classroom, or in extreme cases and continuation of this behaviour, fail 

you in the class. 

 

Policy Analytical Workshops 

 

In my view, policy studies, while theoretical, should have very practical and pragmatic 

implications.  For the past couple of years, I have been experimenting with a new, more 

applied model of teaching: using workshops to practice policy skills.  
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This Fall 2019 semester, as I did in previous years, we will have a theoretical lecture (which 

I will be teaching) and a practical workshop (during which we will be tackling real life 

policy problems). During the workshop sessions you may (but certainly are NOT encouraged 

to!) sparingly speak in Spanish though I hope you will try communicating in English. Also, 

as an experiment this fall (2019), I will be teaching the theoretical lecture and we will have 

the workshop right after. You should submit your work at the end of the time slot allocated 

for the workshop. Late submission, of course, will incur in penalties, as per my rubric.  

 

BOOKS FOR THIS CLASS: 

Bardach, Eugene. 2012. A Practical Guide for Policy Analysis. The Eightfold Path to More 

Effective Problem Solving. Los Angeles, London, New Delhi, Singapore, Washington DC: 

Sage Publications Ltd & Congressional Quarterly Press.  

Graff, Gerald, and Cathy Birkenstein. 2014. They Say/I Say: The Moves That Matter in 

Academic Writing. New York City, NY, USA: W. W. Norton & Company. 

WEEKLY READINGS’ SCHEDULE 

 

Week 1 (Aug 20th): The craft of policy analysis 

Radin, Beryl A. 1997. “Presidential Address: The Evolution of the Field: Policy Analysis 

From Conversation to Conversations.” Journal of Policy Analysis and Management 

16(2): 204–218. 

Radin, Beryl A. 2013. “Policy Analysis Reaches Midlife.” Central European Journal of 

Public Policy 7(1): 8–27. 

Weimer, David and Aidan Vining (2010) Policy Analysis: Concepts and Practice, 5th 

Edition, Routledge Chapter 2.  

Guiding questions 

• What is policy analysis? 

• Why do we do policy analysis? 

• Who are the clients/users of policy advice? 
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• How does policy analysis differ from other types of analysis? 

• Is policy analysis really policy evaluation? Why or why not? 

Workshop Readings (Week 1):  

http://www.raulpacheco.org/2017/05/distinguishing-between-description-and-analysis-in-

academic-writing/  

http://www.raulpacheco.org/2017/05/writing-synthetic-notes-of-journal-articles-and-book-

chapters/  

http://www.raulpacheco.org/2017/05/writing-a-memorandum-based-on-a-synthetic-note/  

http://www.raulpacheco.org/2017/01/finding-the-most-relevant-information-in-a-paper-

when-reading-a-three-step-method/  

http://www.raulpacheco.org/2016/06/synthesizing-different-bodies-of-work-in-your-

literature-review-the-conceptual-synthesis-excel-dump-technique/ 

Graf/Birkenstein (They Say/I Say) Chapters 1, 2 and 3 

Workshop Activity 1: Describing versus analyzing 

• Find a research paper in public policy and identify where the authors are doing 

description and where they are doing analysis.  

• Share with your colleagues in class.  

Workshop Activity 2: Finding evidence in public policy 

• Choose a public policy issue that is specific to Aguascalientes and that you believe 

should be solved urgently 

• Find potential policy solutions that have been offered to solve this problem  

• Discern – what kind of evidence would you need to believe the policy solution that 

has been suggested? 

http://www.raulpacheco.org/2017/05/distinguishing-between-description-and-analysis-in-academic-writing/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/2017/05/distinguishing-between-description-and-analysis-in-academic-writing/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/2017/05/writing-synthetic-notes-of-journal-articles-and-book-chapters/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/2017/05/writing-synthetic-notes-of-journal-articles-and-book-chapters/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/2017/05/writing-a-memorandum-based-on-a-synthetic-note/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/2017/01/finding-the-most-relevant-information-in-a-paper-when-reading-a-three-step-method/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/2017/01/finding-the-most-relevant-information-in-a-paper-when-reading-a-three-step-method/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/2016/06/synthesizing-different-bodies-of-work-in-your-literature-review-the-conceptual-synthesis-excel-dump-technique/
http://www.raulpacheco.org/2016/06/synthesizing-different-bodies-of-work-in-your-literature-review-the-conceptual-synthesis-excel-dump-technique/
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Week 2 (Aug 27th) Reading and writing policy analytical materials 

 

Schwindt et al (2003) A Policy Analysis of the BC Salmon Fishery. Canadian Public Policy 

29(1):73-94. Available at: 

http://spia.uga.edu/faculty_pages/tyler.scott/teaching/PADP6950_Fall2016_Tuesday/reading

s/schwartz_bc_salmon.pdf  

 

Guiding questions 

 

• What does a policy memorandum look like? 

• Writing for a policy audience – how do we do it? 

• Which elements do we include or exclude from a policy memorandum? 

 

Workshop Readings (Week 2) 

Mintrom, Michael. 2012. Contemporary Policy Analysis. Oxford, UK: Oxford University 

Press. Chapter 6. Presenting Policy Advice (pp. 80-94) 

Smith, Catherine. 2015. Writing Public Policy. A Practical Guide to Communicating in the 

Policy Making Process. Oxfordshire UK; Cambridge, MA, USA: Oxford University 

Press. Chapter 8, Briefing, Opinion, Resolution: Inform Policy Makers (pp. 148-161) 

Online materials (broad range of policy memorandums) Students to research these and 

circulate to everyone in the class or post to the Dropbox.  

 

Workshop Activity 3: Critiquing and improving policy analytical memorandums 

 

Using Mintrom and Smith as frameworks:  

• Write a short, 1-3 paragraphs critique of one policy memorandum 

• In your comments, offer suggestions for writing it in a better way. 

 

  

http://spia.uga.edu/faculty_pages/tyler.scott/teaching/PADP6950_Fall2016_Tuesday/readings/schwartz_bc_salmon.pdf
http://spia.uga.edu/faculty_pages/tyler.scott/teaching/PADP6950_Fall2016_Tuesday/readings/schwartz_bc_salmon.pdf
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Week 3 (Sept 3rd) Thinking like a policy analyst, structuring problems 

Geva-May, Iris. 2005. “Thinking Like a Policy Analyst. Policy Analysis as a Clinical 

Profession.” Pp. 15–50 in Thinking Like a Policy Analyst. Policy Analysis as a Clinical 

Profession, edited by I. Geva-May. Houndmills, Basingstke, Hampshire, United 

Kingdom: Palgrave Macmillan UK. 

Hoppe, Robert. 2018. “Rules-of-Thumb for Problem-Structuring Policy Design.” Policy 

Design and Practice 1(1): 12–29. https://doi.org/10.1080/25741292.2018.1427419. 

Veselý, Arnošt. 2007. “Problem Delimitation in Public Policy Analysis.” Central European 

Journal of Public Policy 1(1): 80–100. 

Mintrom, Michael. 2012. Contemporary Policy Analysis. Oxford, UK: Oxford University 

Press. (Chapter 1) Problem Definition in Policy Analysis 

Guiding questions 

• How does a policy analyst think? and what does clinical work entail? 

• How can be a policy analyst work in a clinical manner? 

• What are the pros and cons of doing clinical work as policy analysts? 

• What are policy problems and how do we know that a public issue is a problem? 

• How can we better structure problems to make policy analysis stronger/more robust? 

Workshop Readings (Week 3): They Say/I Say (Chapters 4 and 5) 

 

Workshop Activity 4: Diagnosing and structuring policy problems  

• Choose a specific public policy area for this exercise/activity 

• Using the Hoppe 2018 structuring problems’ rule of thumb framework, discern what 

kind of information you would need to make it work and understand it 

• Develop a list of policy problems in the area you’re interested in. Which one of those 

looks easier to tackle? How would you convince a government agency to implement 

your process? 
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Week 4 (Sep 10th) Immigration policy analysis: (Deliverable 1): (no lecture) 

Durand, Jorge, and Douglas S. Massey. 2019. “Debacles on the Border: Five Decades of 

Fact-Free Immigration Policy.” The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and 

Social Science 684(1): 6–20. 

http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0002716219857647.  

Waldman, Kyle, Julia Shu Huah Wang, and Hans Oh. 2019. “Psychiatric Problems among 

Returned Migrants in Mexico: Updated Findings from the Mexican Migration Project.” 

Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00127-019-

01699-6.  

Filindra, Alexandra, and Sara Wallace Goodman. 2019. “Studying Public Policy through 

Immigration Policy: Advances in Theory and Measurement.” Policy Studies Journal 

0(0): psj.12358. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/psj.12358.  

Workshop Activity 5: Drawing evidence and discerning policy problems  

 

This week’s readings focus specifically on immigration policy problems. We’ve seen A LOT 

of discussion around Mexican migration to the US, and now Central American migration 

throughout the Mexican territory and towards the US.  

• Whose policy problem is this? 

• What kind of policy issues does immigration raise? 

• How can we design an integrated approach to policies that are:  

o Humane 

o Ethical 

o Financially sound 

o Legally robust 

• What kind of evidence do we need to collect and how should we present it for 

INAMI and other national and subnational authorities to accept our policy proposals? 

You should prepare a memorandum answering the above questions. For this deliverable to be 

accounted for, you must integrate literature from this week’s readings into the memorandum. 

 

http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0002716219857647
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00127-019-01699-6
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00127-019-01699-6
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/psj.12358
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Week 5 (Sep 17th) Institutional analysis and the Institutional Grammar Tool (IGT) 

Guest speaker: Dr. Saba Siddiki (Syracuse University), by Skype (confirmed) 

Siddiki, Saba, Christopher M. Weible, Xavier Basurto, and John Calanni. 2011. “Dissecting 

Policy Designs: An Application of the Institutional Grammar Tool.” Policy Studies 

Journal 39(1): 79–103. 

Schlüter, Achim, and Insa Theesfeld. 2010. “The Grammar of Institutions: The Challenge of 

Distinguishing between Strategies, Norms, and Rules.” Rationality and Society 22(4): 

445–75. 

Siddiki, Saba; Heikkila, Tanya, Weible, Christopher; Pacheco-Vega, Raul; Carter, David; 

Curley, Cali; Deslatte, Aaron; Bennett, Abby. 2019. “Institutional Analysis with the 

Institutional Grammar.” Policy Studies Journal 0(0): 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/psj.12361  

Workshop Activity 6: Running an Institutional Grammar Tool analysis of Mexican sub-

national water laws.  

 

I have always been curious about the structure of Mexican sub-national water laws and 

whether they are primarily coercive or not. Using the IGT, I want you to break down the 

strategies, rules and norms presented in a state-level water law (or municipal level 

reglamento). What kind of rule predominates in these types of laws? 

 

Week 6 (Sep 24th)  Target populations, policy tools, and policy design 

Guest speaker: Dr. Mara Sidney (Rutgers University). By Skype (confirmed).  

Schneider, Anne and Helen Ingram (1993). "The Social Construction of Target Populations: 

Implications for Politics and Policy." American Political Science Review 87(2): 334-347.  

Ingram, Helen and Schneider, Anne (1990). “Behavioral Assumptions of Policy Tools” The 

Journal of Politics 52(2):510-529 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/psj.12361
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Schneider, Anne, and Helen Ingram. 1988. “Systematically Pinching Ideas: A Comparative 

Approach to Policy Design.” Journal of Public Policy 8(01): 61. 

Schneider, Anne, and Mara Sidney. 2009. “What Is Next for Policy Design and Social 

Construction Theory?” Policy Studies Journal 37(1): 103–19.  

Workshop Activity 7: Designing public policy instruments for specific target populations 

Each one of you should choose a specific public policy area, a public problem, and a set of 

target populations. Suggest a set of policy instruments/tools attempting to tackle all the 

issues that these target populations may face. Justify your design and choices using 

Schneider, Ingram and Sidney’s work.  

Week 7 (Oct 1st): Homelessness Policy (Deliverable 2) (no lecture) 

Namian, Dahlia. 2019. “Governing Homelessness through Instruments: A Critical 

Perspective on Housing First’s Policy Instrumentation.” Critical Policy Studies 00(00): 

1–16.   

Batterham, Deb. 2019. “Defining ‘At-Risk of Homelessness’: Re-Connecting Causes, 

Mechanisms and Risk.” Housing, Theory and Society 36(1): 1–24. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/14036096.2017.1408678. 

Gross, Kimberly, and Julie Wronski. 2019. “Helping the Homeless: The Role of Empathy, 

Race and Deservingness in Motivating Policy Support and Charitable Giving.” Political 

Behavior: 1–29. http://link.springer.com/10.1007/s11109-019-09562-9. 

Dobson, Rachael. 2019. “Policy Responses to ‘Rough Sleepers’: Opportunities and Barriers 

for Homeless Adults in England.” Critical Social Policy 39(2): 309–21. 

Chudnovsky, Mariana, and Natalia Espinosa Trujillo. 2019. “Conflict between Formal and 

Informal Rules in Policy Coordination: The Case of Child Homelessness in Mexico 

City.” Latin American Policy 10(1): 120–43. 
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Workshop Activity 8: Deliverable 2: Formulating a policy plan (instruments, target 

populations, specific actions, time horizons) 

The reality of homelessness policy (or lack thereof!) in Aguascalientes as a city, the state of 

Aguascalientes and Mexico, more generally, has me very frustrated. Using the literature 

available in these readings, plus in-depth data searching, I want you to formulate a policy 

plan to solve homelessness in a city of your choosing within a period of 3-6 years. A 

policy plan includes the following: 

- Instruments (policy tools) 

- Justification for your instrument choice 

- Target populations 

- Time horizons (when are you going to implement this project or series of projects) 

- Specific actions over the period indicated in your timeline 

- Specific outcomes that should derive from each action 

- Measurement mechanisms and indicators to discern success.  

- Challenges facing your policy options.  

As with previous deliverables, I expect you to integrate the literature and weave it into your 

analysis.  

Week 8 (Oct 8th): Quantitative policy analysis, experimental and non-experimental 

evaluation: Social policy  

Guest speaker: Dr. Susan W. Parker (University of Maryland) (by Skype, confirmed) 

Parker, Susan W., and Petra Todd. 2017. “Conditional Cash Transfers: The Case of 

Progresa/Oportunidades.” Journal of Economic Literature 55(3): 866–915. 

Parker, Susan W., and Tom Vogl. 2018. “Do Conditional Cash Transfers Improve Economic 

Outcomes in the Next Generation? Evidence from Mexico.” NBER Working Paper 

Series: 52. http://www.nber.org/papers/w24303.  

 

http://www.nber.org/papers/w24303
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Workshop Activity 9: AMLO Memorandum 

In preparation for Dr. Parker’s lecture, consider the media and policy circles’ discussion that 

began because of President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador’s unilateral decision to cancel 

Progresa. Prepare a memorandum addressed to AMLO synthesizing answers to the following 

questions: 

• What available evidence do we have that Progresa works/doesn’t work? 

• On what basis should we/can we decide to cancel a social policy programme like 

Progresa/Oportunidades/Solidaridad? 

• Search for, and synthesize available scholarly literature (maybe choose one or two 

reports to start!) that discuss Progresa and its effectiveness through history as the 

program has evolved.  

• Which components of the program are the most important? Why do and should we, 

as policy analysts, care about a social policy program like CCTs, and specifically, 

Progresa?  

Week 9 (Oct 15th): The Eight-Fold Path to Policy Analysis 

 

Bardach, Part I.  

 

Workshop Activity 10: Walking Through the Eight-Fold Path to Policy Analysis 

 

While Bardach’s model is considered a heuristic, it is also one of the most well-recognized 

frameworks for analysis of public policies. I want you to use Bardach’s eight-fold model to 

walk us through the policy analytical process of understanding the current situation regarding 

violence against women in Mexico and the current rise in femicides. 

• What kind of data do we need to understand this problem? 

• How do we tackle this problem from multiple fronts? 

• What are the different policy options we can implement? 
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Week 10 (Oct. 22nd): Analyzing Policy Change: The Policy Regime Framework 

Hoberg, George .2001. Policy Cycles and Policy Regimes: A Framework for Studying Policy 

Change. In B. Cashore, G. Hoberg, M. Howlett, J. Rayner, & J. Wilson (Eds.), In 

Search of Sustainability: British Columbia Forest Policy in the 1990s (pp. 3–30). 

Vancouver, BC Canada: UBC Press. 

Harrison, Kathryn. 2002. “Ideas and Environmental Standard-Setting: A Comparative Study 

of Regulation of the Pulp and Paper Industry.” Governance 15(1): 65–96. 

Workshop Activity 11: Analyzing the Pueblos Mágicos tourism policy programme 

 

Pueblos Mágicos has been a strange public policy programme. While lauded as a regional 

development strategy, it’s been heavily defunded by the AMLO federal administration. One 

of the towns that was part of the strategy has been removed (Asientos). Was this policy 

change correct? Using the policy regime framework, evaluate the change in tourism policies 

in Mexico using the Pueblos Magicos as case study. Prepare a short memorandum, to be 

submitted at the end of today’s class.  

 

 

Week 11 (Oct 29th) Cost Benefit Analysis (no lecture) 

Schwindt, Richard, Aidan Vining, and Steven Globerman. 2000. “Net Loss: A Cost-Benefit 

Analysis of the Canadian Pacific Salmon Fishery.” Journal of Policy Analysis and 

Management 19(1): 23–45. 

Islas, J., F. Manzini, and M. Martínez. 2003. “Cost-Benefit Analysis of Energy Scenarios for 

the Mexican Power Sector.” Energy 28(10): 979–92. 

Pratt, Travis C. 2019. “Cost–Benefit Analysis and Privatized Corrections.” Criminology and 

Public Policy 18(2): 447–56. 

Atkinson, Giles. 2015. “Cost – Benefit Analysis : A Tool That Is Both Useful and 

Influential ?” The Tools of Policy Formulation. Actors, Capacities, Venues and Effects: 

142–60. 
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Workshop Activity 12: (Deliverable 3): Cost Benefit Analysis of Privatization of Trash 

Collection 

 

Every few years, the discussion on whether local governments should be providing public 

services or contract them out rears its ugly head. This week, we delve into this question 

armed with the powerful tools of CBA. I want you to conduct a CBA that compares 

provision by the local government vs. privatization of garbage collection vs. other 

suggestions/ideas/variations of service delivery model. Prepare your analysis according to a 

regular memorandum model. This lecture obviously assumes you’ve already walked through 

CBA in Public Economics class, but to help out with this deliverable, I have provided 

enough readings for your perusal, which as usual, you should integrate into your analysis.  

 

Week 12 (Nov 5th) Policy learning, transfer, convergence, circulation, lesson drawing 

Guest speaker: Dr. Mauricio Dussauge-Laguna (Public Administration, CIDE)  

Dussauge-Laguna, Mauricio I. 2013. “Policy Transfer as a ‘Contested’ Process.” 

International Journal of Public Administration 36(10): 686–94.  

Montero, Sergio. 2017. “Study Tours and Inter-City Policy Learning: Mobilizing Bogotá’s 

Transportation Policies in Guadalajara.” Environment and Planning A 49(2): 332–50. 

Mossberger, Karen, and Harold Wolman. 2003. “Policy Transfer as a Form of Prospective 

Policy Evaluation: Challenges and Recommendations.” Public Administration Review 

63(4): 428–40.  

Osorio Gonnet, Cecilia. 2019. “A Comparative Analysis of the Adoption of Conditional 

Cash Transfers Programs in Latin America.” Journal of Comparative Policy Analysis: 

Research and Practice 21(4): 385–401.  

Workshop Activity 13: Policy Transfer Strategies Across Cities (design and implementation)  

You are a transportation policy consultant for the government of Aguascalientes. You know 

that Leon, Guanajuato implemented Bogota’s TransMilenio as the OptiBus programme. 

Based on Montero, Dussauge-Laguna, and your own research on the topic, write a short 
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memorandum explaining the drawbacks of implementing a Bus Rapid Transit project here in 

Aguascalientes.  

 Week 13 (Nov 12th) Comparative policy analysis  

Pacheco-Vega, Raul. 2018. “Policy Styles in Mexico: Still Muddling through Centralized 

Bureaucracy, Not yet through the Democratic Transition.” In Policy Styles and Policy-

Making: Exploring the Linkages, eds. Michael Howlett and Jale Tosun. Abingdon, 

Oxon and New York, NY: Routledge, 89–112. 

Engeli, Isabelle, and Christine Rothmayr Allison. 2014. “Conceptual and Methodological 

Challenges in Public Policy.” In Comparative Policy Studies : Conceptual and 

Methodological Challenges, eds. Isabelle Engeli and Christine Rothmayr Allison. 

Houndmills, Basingstke, Hampshire, United Kingdom: Palgrave Macmillan UK, 1–13. 

van der Heijden, Jeroen. 2014. “Selecting Cases and Inferential Types in Comparative Public 

Policy Research.” In Comparative Policy Studies: Conceptual and Methodological 

Challenges, eds. Christine Rothmayr Allison and Isabelle Engeli. London, England: 

Palgrave Macmillan, 35–56. 

Workshop Activity 14: Framing and executing a comparative policy analysis 

Comparative public policy and comparative policy analysis are at the core of my own 

research agenda, so you won’t be surprised to read that I am very keen to have you undertake 

comparative analyses. For this week’s workshop, I want you to engage with van der Heijden 

and Engeli and Rothmayr Allison, using my chapter as an example, and design a 

comparative policy analysis of health policies. Choose two cities, and design how you’d go 

about investigating and analyzing their health policies. Write a narrative-style type of 

memorandum.  
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Week 14 (Nov 19th) Narrative policy analysis and the Narrative Policy Framework 

Guest speaker: Dr. Deserai Crow (University of Colorado, Denver) By Skype 

Huda, Juhi. 2019. “Policy Narratives across Two Languages: A Comparative Study Using 

the Narrative Policy Framework.” Review of Policy Research 36(4): 523–46. 

Crow, Deserai, and Michael Jones. 2018. “Narratives as Tools for Influencing Policy 

Change.” Policy and politics 46(2): 217–34. 

Feldman, Martha S., Kaj Sköldberg, Ruth Nicole Brown, and Debra Horner. 2004. “Making 

Sense of Stories: A Rhetorical Approach to Narrative Analysis.” Journal of Public 

Administration Research and Theory 14(2): 147–70. 

Martinez, Magdalena. 2019. “An Examination of Higher Education Policy Problems Using 

Narrative Policy Analysis.” American Behavioral Scientist 63(3): 369–86. 

Workshop Activity 14: Using Narrative Policy Analysis/Narrative Policy Framework to 

Examine Cultural Policy in Mexican Cities 

One of the biggest and unattended policy challenges I’ve seen is the development of coherent 

and robust cultural policy in Mexico. Because culture is considered “soul food”, there’s a 

dearth of political interest in the topic, particularly in Mexico where other policy priorities 

appear to more important (public security, for starters). For this activity I want you to use the 

readings from class, plus additional material I am including on cultural policy in Mexico to 

examine how change happens in Mexican cities.  

Bordat, Elodie Marie. 2013. “Institutionalization and Change in Cultural Policy: 

CONACULTA and Cultural Policy in Mexico (1988-2006).” International Journal of 

Cultural Policy 19(2): 221–47. 

Soltero, Gonzalo. 2019. “Cultural Policy and Subjective Well-Being in Mexico.” Journal of 

Arts Management Law and Society 49(1): 74–88.  
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Week 15 (Nov 26th) Experimental methods in policy analysis 

Paluck, Elizabeth Levy. 2010. “The Promising Integration of Qualitative Methods and Field 

Experiments.” The ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social Science 

628(1): 59–71 

Danielson, Caroline. 2012. “Experiments and Social Public Policy.” In Handbook of Public 

Policy Analysis, eds. Frank Fischer, Gerald J. Miller, and Mara Sidney. Boca Raton, FL: 

CRC Press/Taylor & Francis Group, 381–92. 

Bowers, Jake, and Paul F. Testa. 2019. “Better Government, Better Science: The Promise of 

and Challenges Facing the Evidence-Informed Policy Movement.” Annual Review of 

Political Science 22(1): 521–42. 

Pomeranz, Dina. 2017. Impact Evaluation Methods in Public Economics: A Brief 

Introduction to Randomized Evaluations and Comparison with Other Methods. Public 

Finance Review, 45(1), 10–43.   

Workshop Activity 15: Experimental Design of a Public Policy Intervention Aimed at Cutting 

Back on Bottled Water 

You knew this one was coming. Based on the reading, suggest a public policy intervention 

that is based in an experimental method, aimed at reducing or substituting consumption of 

bottled water. Write a short memorandum outlining your field experiment design. You may 

use Garrido and Gutierrez 2019 or any of the suggested articles as guidance, even though 

these are traditional scholarly articles. The deliverable I expect from this workshop activity is 

a half a page memorandum describing your design.  

Workshop readings (all suggested):  

Garrido, Sofía, and Emilio Gutiérrez. 2019. “Time Goes by so Slowly (for Those Who 

Wait): A Field Experiment in Health Care.” Latin American Economic Review 28(1): 1–

17.  
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Andersen, Simon Calmar, and Donald P. Moynihan. 2016. “Bureaucratic Investments in 

Expertise: Evidence from a Randomized Controlled Field Trial.” Journal of Politics 

78(4): 1032–44. 

James, Oliver, Sebastian Jilke, and Gregg G. Van Ryzin. 2017. “Introduction: Experiments 

in Public Management Research.” Experiments in Public Management Research: 

Challenges and Contributions (2002): 3–19. 

Oakley, Ann. 2000. “A Historical Perspective on the Use of Randomized Trials in Social 

Science Settings.” Crime and Delinquency 46(3): 315–29. 

James, Oliver, Sebastian Jilke, and Gregg G. Van Ryzin. 2017. “Causal Inference and the 

Design and Analysis of Experiments.” Experiments in Public Management Research: 

Challenges and Contributions: 59–88. 

White, Ariel R., Noah L. Nathan, and Julie K. Faller. 2015. “What Do I Need to Vote? 

Bureaucratic Discretion and Discrimination by Local Election Officials.” American 

Political Science Review 109(1): 129–42. 

Week 16 (Dec 3rd) Policy termination and policy dismantling: Failure or governmental 

mistake? 

Pacheco-Vega, Raul and Gutierrez, Ximena (2019) When policy termination doesn’t make 

sense: A comparative analysis of two food insecurity programmes in Mexico. 

Submitted to the Journal of Comparative Policy Analysis.  

Jordan, Andrew, Michael W. Bauer, and Christoffer Green-Pedersen. 2013. “Policy 

Dismantling.” Journal of European Public Policy 20(5): 795–805.  

Bardach, Eugene. 1976. “Policy Termination as a Political Process.” Policy Sciences 7: 123–

131. 

Frantz, Janet E. 1992. “Reviving and Revising a Termination Model.” Policy Sciences 25(2): 

175–189. 
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Workshop Activity 17: Analyzing and questioning policy termination 

In the name of austerity, AMLO has been terminating several programmes and policies. 

Choose one of those and write a critique of the termination process and rationales.  

Workshop readings (suggested):  

Krause, Rachel M., Hongtao Yi, and Richard C. Feiock. 2016. “Applying Policy Termination 

Theory to the Abandonment of Climate Protection Initiatives by U.S. Local 

Governments.” Policy Studies Journal 44(2): 176–95. 

Turnhout, Esther. 2009. “The Rise and Fall of a Policy: Policy Succession and the Attempted 

Termination of Ecological Corridors Policy in the Netherlands.” Policy Sciences 42(1): 

57–72. 

WORKSHOP AND DELIVERABLES’ LIST 

Each one of the three Deliverables counts as noted on the table. Deliverable 1 and 2 count as your 

First Mid-term. Deliverable 3 counts as your Second Mid-term. You should be forewarned that, for 
me to grade your Deliverables, you should be up-to-date with all your previous workshops. That 

means that you should have submitted the first 4 before you send me Deliverable 1, then 6 

and 7 before Deliverable 2, then 9-11 before Deliverable 3. Deliverable 4 (equivalent to the 

final exam) is a one-week turnaround assignment on public policy analysis. Given the 

workload in this course, I do not expect you to do anything too major, given that you’ve been 

submitting work weekly.  

Exams: 

Midterm Exam: Deliverables 1 and 2 count as your first mid-term, Deliverables 3 as the 

second, and Deliverable 4 is pre-requisite for me to grade your final paper and presentation.  

Final exam (Deliverable 4):  Comparative case study and policy analysis of a public policy 

in two or more cities. I would expect you to use your own specific domain of expertise and 

interest. For the final exam, do expect that I will be inviting senior officials from local 
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governments. You will be asked to brief these senior officials and act as their policy 

advisors. Therefore, I expect that you will be prepared to act as a policy analyst. (Dec. 10) 

Expected Outputs and Formats for Written Assignments 

 

Weekly readings summaries and analysis: 

Every week, before class, you will be submitting your readings’ summaries. Rather than 

simple verbatim copy-and-paste summaries, you are supposed to engage with the readings 

and describe how they connect with each other. Summarize the key findings in each paper 

and how each one connects with the overall topic of the week. I expect these summaries to 

be NO LONGER than half a page single spaced, Times New Roman 11 points. This is about 

500 words. In other words, I expect a synthetic note. Later in the term, I will expect that you 

go from synthetic note to memorandum. 

 

Presentation and final paper 

The presentation must be at maximum 15 minutes long and should summarize: 

a. Context of the case study 

b. Key findings 

c. How does this case connect with the course theories/analyses 

d. Your own learnings 

 

The final exam will take place on Tuesday December 11th  
 

N Workshop/Deliverable Deadline Deliverable 

# 

Grade % 

1 Description vs analysis Aug 20th   

2 Evidence in public policy Aug 20th   

3 Critiquing policy memorandums Aug 27th   

4 Diagnosing and structuring policy problems Sep 3th    

5 Drawing evidence, discerning policy problems Sep 10th  1 15% 

6 Institutional Grammar Tool analysis of water laws Sep 17th    

7 Designing policy instruments for specific target 

populations 

Sep 24th    

8 Formulating a policy plan to tackle homelessness Oct 1st  2 25% 

9 AMLO memorandum on Progresa cancellation Oct 8th    
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10 Bardach 8 step analysis of violence against women 

and femicides 

Oct 15th    

11 Analyzing the Pueblos Magicos with policy regime Oct 22nd    

12 Cost-benefit analysis of privatization of garbage 

public service delivery 

Oct 29th  3 30% 

13 Policy transfer across cities (Bogota -> Leon) Nov 5th    

14 Developing a comparative policy analysis of PM Nov 12th    

15 Narrative policy analysis of cultural policies in cities in 

Mexico (NOT Aguascalientes, of course) 

Nov 19th    

16 Experimental design to curb bottled water consumption Nov 26th    

17 Discussion of policies terminated by AMLO. Is he right 

or wrong? 

Dec 3rd    

 Policy analysis (submission and presentation of 

Deliverable 4) 

Dec 10th  4 10% 

 Total sum of Workshops   20% 

 Final Grade   100% 

As usual, presentations should be formal (can be done in English or Spanish), and your case 

study submission may either be a policy report or should follow the case study format (you 

can submit different policy analysis formats). Please also submit a briefing card of NO 

MORE than one page for professors who might want to join to read before your presentation.  

 

Grading Rubric: 

 

90% to 100% (A- to A+) Exceptional performance: Work at this level should show very 

strong evidence of original thinking, great ability to connect ideas and arguments, extremely 

good grasp of the subject matter, superior ability to critically evaluate and analyze material 

and very solid synthesis abilities, consistently strong and accurate use of the literature to 

make points while maintaining a critical and analytical stance, excellent organization of 

written material. Work at this level has no spelling or grammar mistakes.   

 

78% to 89% (B- to B+) Competent performance: Work at this level should show consistent 

evidence of original thinking, good ability to connect ideas and arguments, good grasp of the 

subject matter, critically evaluate and analyze and synthesize material, reasonable 

understanding of the material and some ability use of the literature to make points while 

maintaining an analytical stance, good organization of written material. Work at this level 

has very few grammar or spelling mistakes.   



    Centro de Investigación y Docencia Económicas, A.C. 
 
 

 

Circuito Tecnopolo Norte 117, Parque Industrial Tecnopolo II 

Comunidad Hacienda Nueva, Del. Pocitos. 20313 Aguascalientes, Ags. México 

(449) 994-5150 

www.cide.edu 

 

60% to 77% (D to C+) Adequate performance: Work at this level should show adequate 

understanding of the subject matter, some ability to connect ideas although may have 

problems to make a solid argument, reasonable grasp of the subject matter, some evidence of 

critical thinking and original thought, good but not solid understanding of the material and 

some ability use of the literature to make points, should be able to develop solutions and/or 

argumentation, reasonable organization of written material. Work at this level has some 

grammar or spelling mistakes, may lack style or vigor.   

 

00% to 59% (F) Inadequate performance: Work at this level consistently shows no original 

thinking, lacks ability to connect ideas and arguments, has little or no grasp of the subject 

matter, does not evaluate and analyze/synthesize material correctly, has a poor understanding 

of the material and written material is poorly organized. Work at this level has many 

grammar or spelling mistakes. 

 


