
	

THE GREAT GIFT EXCHANGE:  God Through Us  
Luke 1:38-56       Week of December 17th, 2017	

	

This week we are finishing our series called “The Great Gift Exchange.”  We are celebrating how Jesus came to make an exchange – to 
take the very worst mankind had to offer and to give us the very best that heaven could offer.   
This week we are looking at how God is at work “through us.”  He has given us so much that we are able to experience personally, so 
that we are able to express these things publicly to others!   

Connecting with Christ (estimated 25 minutes) 
 

We return to the story of Mary when the angel Gabriel told her that she would be mother to the Messiah!  We pick up the story with 
Mary’s response of humility and faith.  Ask 2 volunteers to read Luke1:38-56 from different translations.  
What words or phrases stand out to you?  How would you describe the tone of these verses? 
 
From v38-45, summarize Elizabeth’s words to Mary.  How do you think Mary felt when she heard the words of her relative Elizabeth?   
 
In v46-49, as Mary begins a song of praise to God, note her use of the personal pronouns “me” and “my.”   
In these verses what does Mary reveal about herself and about her relationship with God? 
Which of Mary’s statements can you identify with in your life?   
 
In v50-56, Mary turns her praise to what God has done and is doing in the world.  What stands out to you? 
Which of Mary’s statements seem to fore-tell specific things that God would do through her son Jesus? 
Which of these statements describe things that you would love to see God do through you? 
 
Thinking back over this story, what stands out to you about what God did for Mary?   
What stands out to you about what God did through Mary? 
 
Share with each other what stands out when you think about what God has done for us?   
How do you see God already at work through you?  What is your next step in allowing God to work through you? 

Transforming in Community (estimated 20 minutes) 
If there are more that 7 people in your group, we suggest breaking into small groups of 3-4 to encourage greater connection and authenticity. 
 
God has chosen to accomplish His purpose in the world through you and me!  Would you say that statement makes you feel more 
excited or more scared?  How does Mary’s story encourage and challenge you? 
 
What do you think that God is saying to you through this Scripture today? If God is speaking, what will you do? Is there a behavior, 
attitude, or belief that you will change?  Be specific.  Begin your answer with, “I will…” 
 

Pray for one another to be faithful to the steps that God is calling you to take this week.   
 

Engaging Your World (estimated 15 minutes) 
 

Who has had the opportunity since we last met to B.L.E.S.S.* someone who does not know Christ?   
* Begin with prayer; Listen to the person; Eat with them; Serve them; Share the message of Jesus. 

 
 

Review your “I will…” statements from last week.  How did you do with putting those statements into practice? 
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We are not providing discussion questions for the weeks of December 24th or December 31st 

We pray that you will have a holiday season making great memories with family and friends, and sharing meaningful spiritual 
moments! 
 
COMING IN 2018!  Your group leader should already have received information about a new series called IMMERSE that will 
begin the last week of January. We will be doing an 8-week reading and discussion experience that is based on a unique 
version of the New Testament called IMMERSE: MESSIAH.   
Watch for more information in early January! 


