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WELCOME FROM THE HOST OF 
THE WORLD GREEN ECONOMY 
SUMMIT 2016

Dear Delegates,

I welcome you to the third edition of the World Green 
Economy Summit here in Dubai: The Global Capital of 
the Green Economy. 
 
This year’s Summit programme will focus on how to 
drive the Global Green Economy towards the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals 2030. Further, it will 
focus on support for the Global Climate Action Agenda 
to implement the Paris Agreement on climate change. 
Finally, the Summit aims to support Dubai’s ambitions in 
the Green Economy sector and drive the Dubai Clean 
Energy Strategy 2050.

WGES also provides a networking platform to look at 
the business opportunities around the green economy, 
and discuss ways that frameworks of action can be 

created in a global conversation with leaders about 
the new green economy.

I welcome close to 50 partner organisations, over 
80 speakers and presenters, and more than 2000 
delegates for the World Green Economy Summit 
2016. I am also very proud to present two initiatives 
engaging the youth in sustainability and climate 
change: the Solar Decathlon teams and the Carbon 
Ambassadors programme. 

I thank you for your participation and wish you all the 
best for the Summit.

Yours Sincerely

Waleed Salman   /   Vice Chairman of the World 
Green Economy Summit 

Held under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and 
Ruler of Dubai, the World Green Economy Summit (WGES) is an initia-
tive organised by Dubai Electricity & Water Authority, under the umbrella 
of the Dubai Supreme Council of Energy (DSCE), and in partnership with 
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), World Climate 
Ltd and the Water, Energy, Technology and Environment Exhibition (WE-
TEX).

WGES remains the leading global platform for strategic partnerships 
and innovative solutions seeking to accelerate the transition to the green 
economy. WGES 2016 is the third of its series and will be held over two 
days on the 5th and 6th of October 2016, at the Dubai International Con-
vention and Exhibition Centre in conjunction with WETEX.

The Summit’s objectives are based on the Dubai Declaration and com-
mitments of WGES 2015, and in line with the 2030 Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals of the UN, The Paris Climate Agreement (COP21), the UAE 
Vision 2021, the Dubai EXPO 2020 and the Dubai Clean Energy Strategy 
2050 targets.
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The World’s Largest District Cooling Provider
EMPOWER, Emirates Central Cooling Systems Corporation, is created with the 

objective of providing world class District Cooling Services to Dubai and the region. 
Empower is determined to satisfy the critical needs of its customers and in the process 

develop its own distinctive competencies.



   Politically: The implementation of the Paris Agreement
      and the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals through 
      national action plans and sector plans for energy, 
      transport, water, waste and environment in general; 
      and further actions taken by sub-national government 
      bodies, businesses and civil society.

   Economically: Changing distribution and flows of capital
       between the global North and South. Mobilisation of 
       public and private capital to finance climate adaptation/ 
       mitigation and the green economy.

   Technologically: The rapid increase of renewable energy 
       projects at an ever-low cost per output unit, and the use
       of data capture to manage energy, water, waste and
       other resources.

   Demographically: The growth in world population and in
       particular urban population; how women and youth can
       help turn consumption more sustainable and how cities
       are the focal point for future low-carbon solutions.

WGES 2016 programme will include sessions like:  

   Green Finance: Mobilising and Scaling 

   Solar Energy: Global Leadership 

   Sustainability, Smart Technology and People
 

   Post Paris Climate Deal – Road to COP22
 

   Thought Leadership for the Green Economy

CONTEXT 
Whereas the first two WGES focused on models and solutions for developing the green economy, WGES 2016 
under the theme “Driving the Global Green Economy”, focuses on the key drivers making the global green 
economy a reality:
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The Summit is organised around key plenary sessions, thematic seminars and PPP workshops, 
with exclusively dedicated space and time for high-level networking. Under the theme 
“Driving the Global Green Economy”, the two-day summit will feature:

   Plenary sessions to address large-scale issues and showcase key players and their ambitions, 
      strategies and tools to tackle the opportunities and challenges of the green economy

   Roundtables and workshops for in-depth discussions among buyers, solution providers and 
      financiers on the Public-Private Partnership Platform

   Bilateral meetings, organised thematic lunch meetings, and matchmaking opportunities at lunch 
      and cocktail receptions

   Dedicated workshops, led by well-established international organizations, addressing innovative 
      financing, de-risking and financing off grid & utility scale renewable energy projects.

   Knowledge sharing sessions with high-level stakeholders and international businesses, financiers 
      and government leaders about key market characteristics, investment and project opportunities in 
      a less formal setting in the dedicated lounge area 
 

PROGRAMME

Shahab, 
visualising offices 
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If you can visualise it,
we can help you get there.

To learn more call 800 2030 or visit any
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Money Can‘t Buy Ambition

Shahab, 
Technology Specialist
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…with over 170 branches in 7 countries and counting. 

adib.com

UAE
Since 1997
adib.ae

KSA
Since 2011
sihksa.com.sa

United Kingdom
Since 2011
adib.co.uk

Iraq
Since 2012
adib.iq

Egypt
Since 2007
adib.eg

Qatar
Since 2012
adib.qa

Sudan
Since 2013
adib.com



10WORLD GREEN ECONOMY SUMMIT   /   5-6 OCTOBER 2016 
٥-٦ اكتوبر ٢٠١٦ 

Dubai Electricity and Water Authority (DEWA) 
Dubai Electricity and Water Authority (DEWA) is an inspiring success story known for its efficiency 
and reliability in every facet of its operations. Constant planning and forecasting to meet the growing 
demands of the customer has always been DEWA’s well entrenched philosophy. Owing to this policy, 
DEWA has come a long way in serving the customers and thereby making its own contributions to the 
economic growth of Dubai. DEWA’s expansion continues to meet the ever growing demand for electricity 
and water and continues to maintain its corporate structure and functioning in the most professional and 
advanced ways to ensure its continued success in the years to come.
 

Dubai Supreme Council of Energy (DSCE) 
The Dubai Supreme Council of Energy is the governing body tasked with policy development, and 
planning and coordinating with concerned authorities and energy bodies to deliver new energy sources 
while employing a balanced approach to protecting the environment.

Water, Energy, Technology, and Environment Exhibition (WETEX) 
WETEX is a meeting ground for experts and specialists from various sectors including electricity, 
water, and environment technologies. Over the years, the exhibition has succeeded in attracting leading 
international companies and organizations, building on the pioneering position of Dubai as a global hub 
for finance, business, and tourism.

World Climate Ltd (WCL) 
World Climate Ltd has, since 2010, established itself as the foremost international platform on solutions 
to climate change and accelerating the green economy. It works with governments, financiers, and large 
corporations in creating growth, innovation and solutions for a low-carbon and resource efficient world.

ORGANISERS
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PROGRAMME

11:25 - 12:25 PLENARY I GREEN FINANCE: HOW TO MOBILISE SUFFICIENT GLOBAL GREEN CAPITAL  
Main Plenary Hall

In Paris during COP21, countries committed to mobilising $100 billion annually to support the 
transition to low carbon economies in developing countries by 2020. During this plenary, we will 
set the scene by enhancing the understanding of how to finance the Paris Climate Agreement. 
This session will also focus on best practices for green finance vehicles, such as Public-Private 
Partnerships, green funds and green bonds. The session will possibly include the launch of 
the Dubai Green Fund and other international green projects and finance vehicles.

Moderator: Yvo de Boer   /   Former Executive Secretary General   /   UNFCCC 
Speakers: H.E. Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer   /   MD & CEO   /   DEWA   /   Mohamed Jameel Al Ramahi   /   CEO   /   Masdar   /   
/   Zhengming Liu   /   Managing Director   /   Silk Road Fund   /   Tanguy Claquin   /   Head of Sustainable Banking Team   /   Crédit Agricole CIB   /   
Mohamed Abunayyan   /   Chairman ACWA Power

REGISTRATION08:00 - 10:00

10:00 - 11:20

DAY 1: WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 5

OPENING CEREMONY:  DRIVING THE GLOBAL GREEN ECONOMY     Main Plenary Hall

The Opening Ceremony and Plenary will welcome the participants to the third edition of 
the World Green Economy Summit. It will contain an update on the implementation and 
achievements of the last Dubai Declaration, plot the path ahead for the implementation of the 
Paris Agreement and the 2030 Agenda, and outline the expected contributions of WGES 2016. 
Keynote speeches will exemplify leadership within the green economy. The teams for the Solar 
Decathlon Middle East (SDME) in Dubai will be announced at the end of the Opening Ceremony.

Introduction 
.  United Arab Emirates National Anthem.  Greetings from Master of Ceremony: Ms. Dua Al Hammadi   /   Announcer   /   Sama Dubai TV.  WGES Opening Film .  Master of Ceremony: Introduction for Keynote speakers

Keynote speeches:    H.E. Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer   /   MD & CEO   /   DEWA   /   H.E. Dr. Thani Ahmed Al Zeyoudi   /   
Minister of Climate Change and Environment   /   Government of UAE   /   Helen Clark   /   Administrator   /   UNDP   /   Adnan Z. Amin   /   
Director General   /   IRENA   /   Donald Thomas   /   Astronaut   /   NASA  

Solar Decathlon: 
.  Solar Decathlon speech; Richard King   /   Advisor for Solar Decathlon Middle East.  Solar Decathlon video.  Presentation of Solar Decathlon teams
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12:25 - 14:00

14:00 - 15:00

LUNCH 

PLENARY II SOLAR ENERGY: WORLD ENERGY GAME CHANGERS DRIVING 
THE SOLAR REVOLUTION    Main Plenary Hall

The amount of investments in renewable energy projects has already surpassed investments in 
traditional energy sources. A key factor is the dramatically decreasing cost of producing solar energy. 
Through a discussion with leading global players from the energy sector, this session will discuss 
solutions such as utility–scale or rooftop solar systems, new ground-breaking renewable energy 
business models, and technology and innovation through research and development.

Moderator: Adnan Z. Amin   /   Director General   /   IRENA
Speakers: Akon   /   Co-Founder   /   Solektra Solar   /   Waleed Salman   /   EVP Strategy & Business Development   /   DEWA   /   
Choong Yong Ahn   /   Chairman of the Board   /   KEPCO   /   Bader Al Lamki   /   Executive Director   /   Clean Energy   /   Masdar   /   
Paul Pan   /   GM for MENA   /   Hua Wei Smart PV 

 15:00 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:30

COFFEE BREAK

PPP I
THE BUSINESS 
CASE FOR SUSTAINABILITY:
WHY ‘DOING GOOD’ SERVES
YOUR BOTTOM LINE 
Main Hall

Today businesses perceive 
sustainable practices as a way 
to increase their resource-
efficiency, secure value chains, 
mitigate risks and accrue value 
for their customers and share-
holders. What are the challeng-
es to implementing these new 
sustainable practices? How do 
companies stay competitive? 
What are the short-term trade-
offs and how can we address 
them? Can this be the new 
business as ‘usual’? 
 
Moderator: Ken Berlin   /   President and 
CEO   /   The Climate Reality Project
Speakers:    Katrin Harvey   /   Senior 
Manager   /   Business Development   /   
REEEP     
Niclas Svenningsen   /   
Manager   /   Sustainable Development 
Mechanisms   /   UNFCCC      
Jens Nielsen   /   CEO   /   
World Climate Ltd

PPP II
ENERGY AT SCALE – 
UTILITY SCALE AND 
DEMAND SIDE 
MANAGEMENT
Closed Session Hall

In this session, we discuss 
scaling of renewable energy 
projects on the grid. We will 
discuss the interplay with de-
mand side management, and 
we will also go into a detailed 
discussion of innovative finan-
cial models that can poten-
tially trigger a mass scaling of 
grid-based renewable energy 
projects.
 
Moderator: Taher Diab   /   Senior Director   /   
Dubai Supreme Council of Energy 
Speakers: Said Mouline   /   Director 
General   /   ADEREE    
Lamyaa Abdel Hady   /   head of private 
PROJECT   /   EETC      
Saeed Al Abbar   /   Chairman   
/   Emirates GBC     
Michael Schoeneberg   /   Business 
Developer   /   Joi Scientific      
Kersten Karl Barth   /   Chairman Energy & 
Environment   /   ICC

PPP III 
WATER – CLEAN WATER 
TO THE WORLD
PPP Hall

This session will discuss how 
cross sector partnerships can 
help conserve and manage 
water in a responsible way and 
which technologies and models 
are available to tackle regional 
and global water scarcity.
 
Moderator: Herve Faujour   /   Technical & 
Performance Director   /   Veolia Middle East
Speakers: Iyad Abumoghli   /   Regional 
Director   /   UNEP    
Mohammed Abdulkareem Al Shamsi   
/   Acting Executive Director   /   Water Aid 
Foundation      
Matthew Griffiths   /   Sr. Programme 
Manager   /   OECD     
Finn Mortensen   /   Executive Director   /   
State of Green

THEMATIC SEMINARS, PPP WORKSHOPS, NETWORKING   



14

09:30 - 10:30 PLENARY III SUSTAINABILITY, SMART TECHNOLOGY & PEOPLE     Main Plenary Hall

Starting from a discussion on the pillars of DUBAI EXPO 2020 – sustainability, mobility and 
opportunity, this session will focus on the creation of sustainable urban environments and 
transformation of cities that not only provide economic growth, but also support and empower 
its citizens. The interplay of citizen engagement, smart technologies, and low-carbon strategies 
for real-life and everyday applications will be discussed.

Moderator:   H.E. Dr. Aisha Bin Bishr   /   Director General of the Smart Dubai Office 
Speakers:   H.E Saeed Al Tayer   /   MD&CEO   /   DEWA   /   H.E Hussain Nasser Lootah   /   Director General   /   Dubai Municipality   /   
H.E Matar Al Tayer   /   Chairman RTA   /   Steve Skadron   /   Mayor   /   City of Aspen   /   Murali Sivaraman   /   President Lighting Growth Markets   /   
Philips   /   Xavier Joseph   /   CEO   /   Veolia Middle East

 

  SIDE EVENT - WOMEN IN CLEAN ENERGY      Closed Session Hall

This session, organised by the Clean Energy Business Council and United Nations Development 
Programme, will focus on women leadership driving the green agenda and their contribution to 
sustainable development.

Speakers:    H.E. Dr. Nasser Saidi   /   Chairman   /   CEBC and Founder   /   Nasser Saidi & Associates   /   Dr. Kishan Khoday   /   Team 
Leader Arab Region   /   Climate Change   /   DRR & Resilience   /   UNDP   /   Majda Soussi   /   Strategy & Communications Qatar   /   
ENGIE   /   Razieh Ebrahimi   /   Founder & MD   /   Middle East Investment & Management Consultancy   /   Dr. Basma El Zein   /   Director 
Research & Consultation Center   /   University of Business & Technology   /   Saudi Arabia   /   LeAnne Graves   /   Energy Correspondent   /   
The National   /   Luciana Soledad Ledesma   /   Manager Innovation & Creativity   /   DEWA   /   Eng. Lamyaa Abdel Hady   /   
Head of Sector Private Projects   /   Egyptian Electricity Transmission Company   /   Graeme Sims   /   Executive Director   /   RSB Dubai   /   
Ridah Sabouni   /   Managing Director MENA   /   Energetics Incorporated

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 12:00

COFFEE BREAK 

PPP IV 
BIG DATA IN THE 
SMART CITY
Main Plenary Hall

In this session, experts and 
city developers will unravel the 
DNA of a modern smart city 
and discuss how smart solu-
tions help build cities for the 
future. In addition, the session 
will discuss how utilities can 
use smart meters and big data 
to become service providers to 
unlock the full potential of the 
connected grid.

Moderator: Eithne Treanor   /   Founder   /   
ETreanor Media 
Speakers: Valeria Cantello   /   New 
Business Development   /   Energrid      
Hussain Rizvi   /    Regional Director   /   
Smart Grid Solutions   /   MENAT   /   Itron   
Dan Byles   /   VP   /   Living PlanIT   /   
Marco Janssen   /    Director Smart Grid 
PMO   /   DEWA

PPP V 
THE NEW CLIMATE 
ACTION AGENDA
Closed Session Hall

In the past, climate negotiations 
and agreements were only 
a matter for national govern-
ments. Today, actions of non-
state actors like regions, cities, 
businesses and civil societies 
are an integral part of the UN 
process on climate change 
through the climate action 
agenda. How do we mobilise 
and make local governments, 
regions, businesses and NGOs 
partner on climate action and 
how do we best form alliances 
on and account for these ac-
tions? Let’s discuss.

Moderator: Ivano Iannelli   /   CEO   /   
Dubai Carbon
Speakers: Ali Al Jassim   /   CEO   /   Etihad 
ESCO   /   Katharina Schneider-Roos   /   
Deputy Executive Director   /   GIB     
Lisbeth Jespersen   /   Head of Secretariat   
/   3GF   /   Diana Guzman   /   Southern Eu-
rope Director   /   CDP   /   Alia Ali Busrama
/   Group Chief Sustainability Officer   /   ENOC 

PPP VI 
FUTURE GREEN ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY SOLUTIONS 
THROUGH SDME
PPP Hall

Experiences from previous 
Solar Decathlon competitions 
from different parts of the world 
have shown how innovative 
energy efficiency solutions 
can be effectively developed 
into products. This session will 
discuss innovative solutions to a 
green future. 
 
Moderator: Pedro Banda   /   Sr. R&D   /  DEWA
Speakers: Richard King   /   SDME Advisor   /   
DEWA    Edwin Rodriguez-Ubinas   /   
Sr. Researcher   /   DEWA   /   Andrew Graves   
/   U.S DOE Policy Advisor   /    US Department 
of Energy   /   Pascal Rollet   /   SD EU 
Competition Director   /   Maxime Bonnevie   
/   SD EU Decathlete   /   Barbara Cardone   /   
SD EU Decathlete

THEMATIC SEMINARS, PPP WORKSHOPS, NETWORKING   

DAY 2: THURSDAY OCTOBER 6
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12:00 - 13:30 LUNCH

13:30 - 14:30

PPP VII 
INNOVATIVE FINANCE 
Main Plenary Hall

In this session, we explore the financing of both 
large and small-scale renewable energy projects. 
We will discuss how project owners can best plan 
projects and structure deals that are beneficial for 
all parties. We will also present modern day green 
finance by exploring a range of non-traditional 
mechanisms such as micro contributions, taxes, 
PPPs and PPAs alike.

Moderator: Jane Wilkinson   /   Director   /   Climate Policy Initiative
Speakers: Gareth Phillips   /   Chief of Climate Change & Green   /   
AfDB   /   Abdulnasser Aquil Abbas   /   Senior Director Treasury   /   
DEWA   /   Kishan Khoday   /   Team Leader in the Arab Region   /   
UNDP    /    Rahul Sheth   /   Executive Director for Capital Solutions   /   
Standard Chartered Bank   /   Stephan Ouaknine   /   Managing 
Partner   /   Inerjys    /   Aakash Nijhawan   /   Group Head of 
Investments & Corporate Solutions   /   ENOC

PPP VIII 
RENEWABLE ENERGY AT SCALE – 
DECENTRALISED & OFF GRID
Closed Session Hall

Energy farming, energy democratization, 
solar to the consumer! The names are many 
for the expected revolution in rooftop solar and 
decentralized production of energy. Where are we 
now? What are the prospects for decentralized 
energy production? How far have we reached on 
energy storage in this area?

Moderator: Henning Wuester   /   Director of Knowledge   /   Policy & 
Finance   /   IRENA
Speakers: Abdelaziz Baras   /   Deputy Leader in Solar   /   K.A. CARE   
/   Marcus Chee   /   Executive Director   /   Energy Council of Malaysia   
/   Jeremy Crane   /   CEO   /   Yellow Door   /   Dr. Matthew Kennedy   
/   Head of Strategy & Business   /   IERC    /   Hadi Tahboub   /   
President   /   MESIA   /   Samba Bathily   /   CEO   /   Solektra Solar

THEMATIC SEMINARS, PPP WORKSHOPS, NETWORKING   

14:30 - 15:00

15:00 - 16:00 CLOSING PLENARY - THE ROAD TO COP22 IN MARRAKECH: BRINGING THE PARIS 
DEAL FROM AGREEMENT TO ACTION    Main Plenary Hall
      
In the closing session, we will take stock of the insights and outcomes of WGES 2016, how they 
can be integrated into the update of the Dubai Declaration, and discuss and map the key elements 
to form global thought leadership for the Green Economy. We will close with an invitation to meet 
again with solutions and innovations at the COP22 in Marrakech in November 2016.

Moderator:   Yvo de Boer   /   Former Executive Secretary General   /   UNFCCC 
Speakers:   H.E. Ahmed Buti Al Muhairbi   /   Secretary General   /   Dubai Supreme Council of Energy   /   Connie Hedegaard   /   Chairwoman   /   
KR Foundation    /   H.E. Laurent Fabius   /   President of the Paris Conference on Climate Change   /   President French Constitutional Council   /   
Prof. Dr. Michael Weinhold   /   CTO Energy Management Division   /   Siemens   /   Said Mouline   /   General Director   /   ADEREE   /   
Member of COP22 Steering Committee   /   Head of PPPs   /   Morocco   /   Dr. Najeeb Mohammed Al-Ali   /   Executive Director / EXPO 2020 Dubai

CLOSING CEREMONY
.  H.E. Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer / MD & CEO / DEWA: Closing Speech and Dubai Declaration 2016.  Carbon Ambassador Video .  Awarding of Carbon Ambassadors      .  Awarding of Sponsors & Partners 

COFFEE BREAK 

Sophie Lin Hansen   /   Project Manager
sophie@wclimate.com
+971 55 997 1133

Mariann Markseth Omholt   /   Project Coordinator
mariann@wclimate.com
+971 52 588 8492

CONTACT
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For generations,
the better way to bank.
Over 40 years ago, Dubai Islamic Bank pioneered a way of banking that was truly better: Islamic banking. 
Since then, many generations of customers continue to enjoy world class products and services backed 
by the very latest in banking technology. For them as for you, this is still the better way to bank.
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“ This Summit comes as a global 
platform and strategic supporter 
of the green economy agenda at the 
global level. ”H.E. Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer
Vice Chairman   /   Dubai Supreme Council of Energy   /   MD & CEO   /   DEWA   
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OPENING 
KEYNOTE 
SPEAKERS 

H.E. Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer
MD & CEO   /   DEWA    /   Chaiman of 
the World Green Economy Summit

H.E. Dr. Thani Ahmed Al-Zeyoudi 
Minister of Climate Change and Envi-
ronment / Government of UAE 

His Excellency Dr. Thani Ahmed Al 
Zeyoudi was appointed as the Minister 
of Climate Change and Environment 
for the UAE in February 2016. H.E. Dr. 
Al Zeyoudi is also the UAE Permanent 
Representative to the International Re-
newable Energy Agency (IRENA), and 
was the Director of the Department of 
Energy and Climate Change (DECC) 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Prior to joining the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, H.E. Dr. Al Zeyoudi worked 
with Masdar (Abu Dhabi Future Energy 
Company). He is a member of several 
committees including: Emirates Green 
Development Council, as well as the 
Zayed Future Energy Prize.

In 2015, H.E. Dr. Al Zeyoudi was 
awarded the first Gulf Cooperation 
Council Prize for Excellence in recogni-
tion of his pioneering efforts in renew-
able energy.

Helen Clark
Administrator   /   UNDP

Helen Clark became the Administrator 
of the United Nations Development 
Programme on 17 April 2009, and is 
the first woman to lead the organiza-
tion. She is also the Chair of the United 
Nations Development Group, a com-
mittee consisting of the heads of all UN 
funds, programmes and departments 
working on development issues.
Prior to her appointment with UNDP, 
Helen Clark served for nine years 
as Prime Minister of New Zealand, 
serving three successive terms from 
1999 – 2008. Throughout her tenure 
as Prime Minister, Helen Clark en-
gaged widely in policy development 
and advocacy across the international, 
economic, social and cultural spheres. 
Under her leadership, New Zealand 
achieved significant economic growth, 
low levels of unemployment, and high 
levels of investment in education and 
health, and in the well-being of families 
and older citizens. 

Dr. Adnan Z Amin
Director-General   /   IRENA

Adnan Z. Amin is Director-General of 
the International Renewable Energy 
Agency (IRENA) from April 2011. In 
this capacity, he is charged with the 
responsibility of establishing a sound 
institutional management structure 
and clear strategic vision for the im-
plementation of the agency’s mandate 
to promote the adoption and use of 
renewable energy worldwide.
Mr. Amin has over 25 years of expe-
rience in the fields of international 
environment and sustainable develop-
ment policy, as well as in the political, 
management, and interagency coordi-
nation functions of the United Nations 
(UN) work

Donald Thomas 
Astronaut   /   NASA  

Astronaut Donald Thomas was se-
lected by NASA in January 1990 and 
became an astronaut in July 1991. 
He has logged over 44 days in Space 
(1,040 hours) and orbited the Earth 
nearly 700 times on his 4 Space 
Flights. He now educates the com-
munity about how fragile our earth is 
to help the public protect our environ-
ment. He currently travels the globe 
and speaks to the public and working 
as a motivational speaker who is ex-
tremely passionate about the benefits 
of sustainable energy and how it can 
be used to preserve the Earth’s envi-
ronment. 
Astronaut Thomas is helping to inform 
and excite the public about the future 
in space, the benefits of space explo-
ration, and preparing the next genera-
tion of scientists, engineers and ex-
plorers for their missions in the future.
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Master of Ceremony: 

Ms. Dua Al Hammadi
Announcer, Sama Dubai TV

Master of Ceremony: 

Peyman Al Awadhi 
Founder and Managing Director of 
Barza New Media

Peyman Al Awadhi is the founder of 
Barza New Media, a production com-
pany which produces and distributes 
entertaining and socially conscious 
films. He is specialized in building 
social communities through the inte-
gration of social media with film mak-
ing. He is also the co-producer and 
co-host of the award-winning reality 
social travel show Peeta Planet. He 
is an Ahlan Hot 100 alumnus and has 
been inducted into the “Most Influential 
Emiratis Under 40” list, on the occa-
sion of the UAE’s 40th National Day 
celebration. Peyman is a member of 
the Sheikh Mohammed Establishment 
for Young Business Leaders, a govern-
ment organization whose vision is to 
nurture entrepreneurial spirit amongst 
Emiratis.

MODERATORS

H.E. Dr. Aisha Bin Bishr 
Director General of the Smart Dubai 
Office

Dr. Aisha Bin Bishr is the Director 
General of the Smart Dubai Office, the 
government entity charged with over-
seeing Dubai’s citywide transformation 
into a global benchmark smart city. Prior 
to that, Dr. Aisha worked as Assistant 
Director General of the Executive Office 
of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Prime Minister 
and Vice President of the United Arab 
Emirates and Ruler of Dubai. Dr. Aisha 
also worked in the Ministry of Labor as 
an Assistant Undersecretary for support 
services responsible for developing and 
implementing strategic management, 
partnership development and change 
management policies. Dr. Aisha Bin 
Bishr holds a PHD in Management, Sci-
ence, Technology and Innovation and 
Master of Philosophy (MPhil) in Policy 
and Research on Engineering, Science 
and Technology from Manchester Busi-
ness School.

Eithne Treanor   
CEO & Founder   /   E. Treanor Media  

Eithne Treanor runs a specialist com-
munications consultancy based in 
Dubai www.etreanor.com where she 
empowers business executives, politi-
cal leaders and professionals to sharp-
en their message and reach their audi-
ence. She has conducted hundreds of 
presentation, media and panel training 
sessions for high-level executives 
around the world.  She is also is CNBC 
Arabia’s Special Correspondent and 
occasionally reports for CCTV, China’s 
national TV operator. Eithne acts as 
OPEC’s official on-air conference and 
web-cast moderator and chairs many 
international energy & business confer-
ences around the world.

Eithne has worked as an international 
television journalist for ABC News, Sky 
News, BBC World, Bloomberg Televi-
sion and CNBC Europe.

Henning Wuester
Director of Knowledge / 
Policy & Finance / IRENA

Henning Wuester is currently Direc-
tor of Knowledge, Policy, and Finance 
Centre at the International Renewable 
Energy Agency (IRENA). From 2011 to 
early 2014, Dr. Wuester was working 
for the Green Climate Fund (GCF). He 
was the Secretary to the Transitional 
Committee that drafted the Govern-
ing Instrument for the GCF in 2011, 
heading a Technical Support Unit with 
senior staff from international financial 
institutions and UN agencies. Subse-
quently, he was the Senior Manager at 
the Interim Secretariat of the GCF, in 
charge of supporting the GCF Board, 
developing the Fund’s business model 
framework, setting up the Fund’s ad-
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Since 2013 Hervé is heading the Tech-
nical & Performance Direction of Veolia 
in the Middle East.

Ivano Ianelli
CEO  /  Dubai Carbon Centre of 
Excellence 

Ivano is widely acknowledged as one 
of the world’s foremost experts in the 
fields of Sustainability and Carbon 
Emissions Management. As a member 
of the Senior Management team of the 
United Nations and the Italian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, he has managed 
important projects under highly chal-
lenging circumstances, in countries 
such as Afghanistan, Sudan and Mo-
zambique. His most recent notable 
achievements include the Yas Island 
Integrated Waste Management Plan 
and the Energy from Waste Heat pro-
ject in Ras Al Khaimah.

Jane Wilkinson
Director / Climate Policy Initiative

Jane Wilkinson is a Director at CPI and 
plays a key role in setting strategy and 
managing teams in the land use and 
climate finance work programs. She 
served as Director of the Indonesia 
program until 2016, and in 2014, she 
helped establish The Global Innovation 
Lab for Climate Finance.

Jane advises leaders in the Ministry 
of Finance in Indonesia, Unilever Cor-
poration, and the G7 governments, 

among many others. She has also 
been a lead contributor on numer-
ous CPI reports including the Global 
Landscape of Climate Finance the 
Landscape of Public Climate Finance 
in Indonesia, and the Background Re-
port for the G7 on Long-Term Climate 
Finance.

Prior to joining CPI, Jane served the 
Australian government as a profes-
sional diplomat and policy expert for 
more than eight years.

Ken Berlin
President and CEO   /   The Climate 
Reality Project

Ken Berlin is the president and CEO of 
The Climate Reality Project, a twenty-
first century communications and ad-
vocacy organization with the mission to 
catalyze a global solution to the climate 
crisis. Ken has devoted his career to 
leadership on environment, energy and 
climate change issues. Prior to joining 
Climate Reality, Ken chaired the envi-
ronmental and climate change practic-
es at the globally renowned practice of 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom 
LLP and served as the executive vice-
president and general counsel for the 
Coalition for Green Capital. In 2012, 
Ken served as chair of the Energy and 
Environment team for President Oba-
ma.  He has also served as chairman 
of the board at the Environmental Law 
Institute, the Center for International 
Environmental Law, the American Bird 
Conservancy, and the Rare Center for 
Tropical Conservation. He also has 
served on the boards of the Earth Day 
Network, Coalition for Green Capital, 
and Defenders of Wildlife.

ministrative policies and procedures 
and negotiating the headquarters 
agreement of the GCF with the Repub-
lic of Korea.
From 2003 to 2010, Dr. Wuester was 
Special Adviser to the Executive Sec-
retary of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UN-
FCCC). Before joining the UNFCCC 
from 1991 to 2003, Mr. Wuester was at 
the United Nations Economic Commis-
sion for Europe. He studied economics 
and international law at Munich Univer-
sity (final degree in 1986) and obtained 
his PhD in economics there in 1990.

Hervé FAUJOUR
Technical & Performance Director for 
Africa Middle East / Veolia 

Graduated as process engineer, Hervé 
joined Veolia Water Malaysia in 1999 
as design engineer. He worked on vari-
ous successful projects including Kranji 
Reverse Osmosis for reuse of second-
ary effluent and Maha Sawat, a large 
Sewage treatment plant in Thailand.

In 2002, Hervé returned to Veolia 
headquarters in Paris and took the 
responsibility of the design of a large 
potable water plant for Shanghai (Pu-
dong).

In 2007, he then moved to Dubai as 
Engineering Director to execute two 
jobs in Dubai (membrane bioreactor 
in Palm Jumeirah and a compact lake 
water filtration plant for Burj Khalifa 
Lake). Four main jobs have been exe-
cuted by his department, for Sea water 
pretreatment (Dissolved Air Flotation), 
Upgrade of Sewage treatment plant in 
Doha (Sequence Batch Reactor) and 
in the Emirates (Anaerobic treatment), 
and a compact surface water plant in 
Iraq (ActiDisc).
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Pedro Banda
Sr. R&D / DEWA

Director of the R&D Centre in its 
launch phase for the Dubai Electricity 
and Water Authority. Dr. Pedro Banda 
received his Ph.D. in Electronic En-
gineering from the Royal Melbourne 
Institute of Technology in Australia, and 
a Masters degree in Telecommunica-
tions Engineering from the Universidad 
Politecnica de Madrid. He has more 
than 18 years international experience 
in manufacturing processes, research 
and technology development, and 
executive management within the sem-
iconductor, photovoltaic and energy 
industries. His previous appointments 
include Abengoa Solar US, Institute of 
Concentration Photovoltaics Systems 
in Spain, BP Solar and IMEC Belgium

Taher Diab
Senior Director  /  Dubai Supreme 
Council of Energy 

Taher Diab is Senior Director of Strat-
egy & Planning at Dubai Supreme 
Council of Energy and Secretary Gen-
eral of Emirates Energy Award.
He holds a Bachelor of Science De-
gree in Civil & Environmental Engi-
neering from the University of New 
Orleans (1989), graduate of Hazardous 
Waste Institute at University of Louis-
ville (1992) and an IRCA Quality Lead 
Assessor certification.

His career expands over 26 years of 
diversified experience in Business 
Planning, Strategy Development, Cor-
porate Governance, Sustainability and 
HSE & Quality management Systems. 
He worked with U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, ADNOC Group 
(UAE) and Qatar Petrochemical Com-
pany before joining the Dubai Supreme 
Council of Energy in April 2011.
His is actively involved in strategic 
development of diversified energy 
sources, demand & supply manage-
ment in Dubai and devising work plans 
for achieving Dubai Integrate Energy 
Strategy 2030.

Yvo de Boer 
Former Executive Secretary General  / 
UNFCCC

Yvo de Boer was the Director-General 
of the Global Green Growth Institute 
(GGGI), a Seoul-based international 
organization. Previously, Mr. de Boer 
served as KPMG’s Global Chairman of 
Climate Change & Sustainability Ser-
vices (CC&S). In this role, he led KP-
MG’s international network of climate 
change and sustainability consulting 
businesses, which comprise several 
hundred sustainability professionals in 
over 60 countries.

He is a Council Member of the World 
Business Council on Sustainable 
Development (and co-chair of the 
taskforce on Climate and Energy). 
He is a member of the Green Growth 
Leaders, a member of the Capital Mar-
kets Climate Initiative steering group 
(established by UK Climate Minister 
Greg Barker), He received a knight-
hood from her Majesty the Queen of 
the Netherlands in 2009 and the Dutch 
Climate Award in 2010.

SESSION 
SPEAKERS

xxx

Aakash Nijhawan 
Group Head of Investments & Corpo-
rate Solutions / ENOC

Aakash Nijhawan is Group Head of 
Investments & Corporate Solutions 
(formerly M&A Department) at Emir-
ates National Oil Company (ENOC). 
He is responsible for ENOC’s M&A, 
Divestment, Investment, Venture and 
corporate solution activities including 
developing general investment strate-
gy and transaction sourcing, execution 
and integration.

Aakash joined ENOC in 2014 after a 
16 year career in Investment Bank-
ing. In his previous banking roles at 
Citi, UBS HSBC etc., he focused on 
complex cross border Mergers & Ac-
quisitions and financings covering the 
broader Energy sector with stints in 
North America and the Middle East. To 
date, he has executed over $30bn of 
M&A and financing activity in over 16 
countries with transaction types rang-
ing from simple sub $100mm private 
sell sides to complex multi-billion dol-
lar public tender offers. He has also 
published three debt management 
advisory papers.



“ In the fight against climate 
change, we can either all be winners, 
or all be losers. ”Nicolas Hulot   /   Special Envoy to the French Presidency for the Protection of the Planet  

SMS "Save" to 4248
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for leading UAE banks like Union Bank 
of the Middle East (ENBD), National 
Bank of Fujairah and Union National 
Bank in various capacities, building 
long term banking relationships and 
growing business. 

Ali Mohammed Al Jassim 
Acting COO / Etihad ESCO 

Ali Al Jassim, Acting CEO of Etihad En-
ergy Services and holder of Bachelor 
of Science in Civil Engineering, Master 
of Business Administration with hon-
ours and a PhD in Business Manage-
ment, has 21 years of experience in 
leading roles delivering programs and 
projects. Ali held top positions in both 
public and private sector entities such 
as Head of follow-up and development 
office at the Dubai Municipality, Acting 
CEO & Director of Drivers Licensing at 
RTA and General Manager of Qeyadah 
Driving Solutions.

Andrew Graves 
U.S DOE Policy Advisor / US 
Department of Energy 

Andrew Graves is a Policy Advisor 
with the U.S. Department of Energy’s 
(DOE) Office of Energy Efficiency and 
Renewable Energy, International Pro-
gram. Mr. Graves manages internation-
al research collaborations, and tech-
nical and policy assistance projects 
designed to accelerate the deployment 
of renewable energy and energy ef-

ficiency technologies worldwide. He 
works on projects in the Middle East, 
North Africa, Mexico, and India. 

Mr. Graves also serves as DOE’s 
representative to the International 
Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) 
and leads the DOE strategy to help 
bring the Solar Decathlon competition 
to international audiences. Prior to 
joining the DOE International Program, 
Mr. Graves led U.S-China research 
collaborations for DOE’s Bioenergy 
Technologies Office. Mr. Graves has 
an M.S in Global Affairs from New York 
University, and a B.A. from Hamilton 
College in Clinton, New York.

xxx

H.E. Ahmed Buti Al Muhairbi, 
Secretary General, Dubai Supreme 
Council of Energy

H.E. Ahmad Al Muhairbi is the Secre-
tary General of Dubai Supreme Coun-
cil of Energy (DSCE). He joined the 
DSCE in December 2012. Before join-
ing DSCE, Mr. Al Muhairbi worked for 
ADNOC, ARCO Dubai and Margham 
Dubai Establishment and Dubai Sup-
ply Authority.

With overall 25 years of experience 
in Oil & Gas, Mr. Al Muhairbi used his 
comprehensive knowledge of well 
technology as well as his petroleum 
engineering education. He has gained 
experience in the management of gas 
storage for power generation in exist-
ing fields.

Abdulaziz Baras
Researcher in Solar   /   KACARE 

Abdulaziz Baras has a Master of 
Science degree in Material Science 
and Engineering from King Abdullah 
University of Science and Technology 
(KAUST), Saudi Arabia. He has devel-
oped doped ZnO nano wires used to 
increase solar cells efficiency and also 
doped ZnO films for spintronic applica-
tions.

In 2011, he joined the King Abdullah 
City for Atomic and Renewable Energy 
(K.A.CARE), as a researcher in solar 
energy. Currently he is the deputy lead-
er of the electricity group in Research, 
development and innovation sector at 
K.A.CARE.
He has participated in understanding 
and implementing the challenges and 
solutions of solar energy in the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia. This includes: 
renewable resources assessment, dust 
mitigation, solar standards, solar value 
chain, national power strategy and es-
tablishing solar research facilities. He 
was selected as one of the top 10 solar 
pioneers in MENA region in 2014.

Abdulnasser Aquil Abbas 
Senior Director of Treasury, Dubai Wa-
ter & Electricity Authority (DEWA)

Abdul Nasser Aqil Abbas started his 
career in 1980 with a commodity trad-
ing house. He Joined the Banking and 
Finance industry in 1984 and worked 
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Akon
Co-Founder / Solectra Solar 

Akon is an American-Senegalese RnB 
singer and producer. He spent his early 
childhood in Senegal before leaving at 
the age of seven to live in the USA in 
Union City, New Jersey.

A Grammy-nominated, multi-platinum 
selling artist, producer, entrepreneur, 
and philanthropist. Akon is the first 
artist to accomplish the feat of holding 
both the number one and two spots 
simultaneously on the Billboard Hot 
100 charts twice.

In 2014, Akon co-founded with two 
partners, Malian entrepreneur Samba 
bathily and Senegalese-US youth 
leader and consultant Thione Niang, 
Solektra International. Incorporated in 
New York and with offices in numerous 
African countries, Solektra Internation-
al aims at providing clean, renewable 
and affordable solar solutions in rural 
and off-grid areas. In just over a year, 
Solektra International was operational 
in 15 African countries. 

Alia Ali Busamra
Group Chief Sustainability Officer / 
ENOC

Alia Busamra has 13 years of experi-
ence in ENOC conducting numerous 
environmental and energy projects for 
major oil and gas companies in the 
region. She represents ENOC as a 

member in both Dubai Executive De-
mand Side Management Committee 
and Dubai Carbon Abatement Techni-
cal Committee.
 
Alia is responsible for developing, de-
ploying and implementing sustainable 
strategies across ENOC Group in line 
with international best practice in sus-
tainability.
 
Alia has a wide range of professional 
interests where she conducts Energy 
and Resource Management Audits, 
Environmental Impact Assessment 
Studies, Environmental Baseline and 
Waste Audits, Environmental Man-
agement Systems Compliance Re-
views, Environmental and Resource 
Conservation Trainings for the ENOC 
Group of companies. In addition, she 
is responsible for collecting, analyzing 
and validating Energy and Resource 
Management KPIs, Business Plans, 
Quick Wins, etc. 

Bader Al Lamki
Executive Director, Clean Energy, 
Masdar

Bader oversees the effective manage-
ment of the Masdar Clean Energy 
business unit to achieve performance 
excellence in all areas of green field 
development, investment (M&A) and 
operations of renewable energy utility 
scale projects, Carbon Capture Utiliza-
tion and Storage, Waste to Energy and 
Industrial Energy Efficiency solutions.

Bader brings 18 years of outstand-
ing experience in the energy sector to 
Masdar. Prior to joining Masdar, Bader 
led a multi-discipline team at ADMA-
OPCO, an Abu Dhabi based offshore 
E&P Company, to increase the oil pro-
duction of the company to nearly one 

million barrel. He also worked for the 
French oil major TOTAL and the NKO-
SSA field gas handling facilities in the 
Republic of Congo.

Bader is currently the Chairman of 
Shams 1 Company, a joint venture 
company between Masdar, TOTAL 
and Abengoa Solar operating the first 
CSP plant in the MENA region.

Barbara Cardone  
SD EU Decathlete

Barbara Cardone carried out an 
academic career at the University of 
Roma Tre with a bachelor’s degree 
in Science of Architecture in 2012. In 
2015, she obtained a degree in Archi-
tectural Design 110/110 with honors. In 
2014 she obtained along with the re-
search team of the University of Roma 
Tre “Rhome for Dencity”, the 1st prize 
at the competition “Solar Decathlon 
Europe 2014” (Versailles). Since 2015 
she is a Ph.D. student at the University 
of Roma Tre.

Choong Yong Ahn 
Chairman of Board of Directors, 
KEPCO 

Dr. Ahn is currently Chairman, Board 
of Directors for KEPCO and Korea 
Commission for Corporate Partner-
ship (KCCP) and responsible for 
inducing voluntary collaborations and 
nurturing synergy between Korea’s 
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Dan Byles
VP, Living PlanIT 

Dan is Vice President of Corporate 
Development, responsible for build-
ing and leading strategic corporate 
development building corporate level 
strategic partnerships and alliances in-
cluding design wins, strategic partners 
and investors, managing the company 
deals pipeline and participating in the 
assessment of target markets. 
Before joining Living PlanIT, Dan was 
a British Member of Parliament serving 
on the Energy and Climate Change 
Select Committee and the Science & 
Technology Select Committee. He has 
strong expertise in energy, environ-
ment and clean tech policy, serving on 
the Parliamentary Bill Committee for 
the Energy Act 2013 and chairing a 
number of high profile All Party Parlia-
mentary Groups.

Diana Guzman  
Southern Europe Director / CDP 

Diana joined CDP in 2010 as country 
director for Italy, Spain, Portugal and 
Greece. She is responsible for all CDP 
activities in the Southern Europe re-
gion and has extensive experience in 
carbon management and compliance. 
Diana spent three years in China work-
ing on the origination and commerciali-
zation of carbon credits, specifically 
from Clean Development Mechanism 
and Voluntary Emission Reduction 
projects. She has also worked in forex 
trading in Mexico, venture capital in 

Washington, DC. and business de-
velopment in the insurance sector in 
Hong Kong.

Edwin Rodriguez-Ubinas
Sr. Researcher, DEWA 

Dr. Edwin Rodriguez-Ubinas is a Sen-
ior Researcher of Energy Efficiency at 
DEWA and the Manager of the Solar 
Decathlon Middle East Competition. 
In the last 10 years, he worked at the 
Technical University of Madrid (UPM) 
as researcher and professor. Dr. 
Rodriguez-Ubinas is a founder mem-
ber of the Solar Decathlon Europe and 
served as the Competition Manager 
for all three of the Solar Decathlon 
Europe competitions: in Madrid, Spain 
(2010 and 2012) and Versailles, 
France (2014).

Finn Mortensen
Executive Director   /  
State of Green

Finn Mortensen (1955) has been the 
Executive Director of State of Green 
(formerly Climate Consortium Den-
mark) since 2008. State of Green is 
a public-private partnership and the 
official green brand of Denmark tasked 
with promoting and marketing Danish 
clean tech solutions and competences 
internationally.

big businesses and small and medium 
enterprises. Before taking his current 
post, he served as Foreign Investment 
Ombudsman (2006-2014).

He is former Chairman of the Presi-
dential Regulatory Reform Committee 
(2010-2012). While on sabbatical from 
Chung-Ang University, he also served 
several posts such as the President 
of the Korea Institute for International 
Economic Policy (2002-2005); Chair of 
the APEC Economic Committee; Chair 
of Board, Choheung Bank;

Connie Hedegaard
Chairman, KR Foundation 

Connie Hedegaard is the Chairwoman 
of the Kann Foundation, which focuses 
on initiatives to promote economic 
transition, including in production and 
consumption patterns, and to help 
increase sustainability and planetary 
resilience.

Born in 1960, Connie Hedegaard had 
already been working with climate is-
sues for several years by the time she 
began her appointment as the EU’s 
first ever Commissioner for Climate Ac-
tion in February 2010. In August 2004, 
she was appointed as Danish Minister 
for the Environment. In 2007 she was 
in charge of setting up the Danish 
Ministry of Climate and Energy, where 
one of the main tasks was to prepare 
the UN Climate Conference in Copen-
hagen in December 2009. Besides her 
political career, Connie has had a long 
career in journalism. She worked for 
the Danish national newspapers Ber-
lingske Tidende and Politiken, and the 
Danish Broadcasting Corporation.



“ As the government we are always 
looking for new initiatives and ideas 
on how to engage the youth. ”Dr. Thani Al Zeyoudi   /   Permanent Representative of the UAE to IRENA   
/   Director of Energy and Climate Change   /   UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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Prior to this, Mr. Mortensen was Busi-
ness Editor of Denmark’s leading gen-
eral newspaper, Berlingske Tidende. 
Finn Mortensen has also held the posi-
tion as economic and political special-
ist at the U.S. Embassy in Copenha-
gen, covering Danish security, foreign 
and domestic policy.

Gareth Phillips, 
Chief of Climate Change & Green, 
AfDB 

Gareth Phillips is Chief Climate and 
Green Growth Officer at the African 
Development Bank. His main roles in 
AfDB are promoting Green Growth 
within the Bank and Coordinating two 
of the Climate Investment Funds – For-
est Improvement Program and the 
Pilot Program for Climate Resilience. 
Since joining AfDB almost 18 months 
ago, he has contributed to the inclusion 
of Green Growth in Country Strategy 
Plans and authored the current pro-
posal to establish a Green Growth 
Certification Standard. 

AfDB has developed the Hi 5 strategy 
to mainstream Green Growth into 
the Bank’s Ten Year Strategy and its 
daily operations and Gareth helps to 
oversee the inclusion of Green Growth 
principles into the Hi 5s. Gareth’s ob-
jectives at GGGW include Launching 
the Green Growth Certification Stand-
ard and networking.

Hadi Tahboub
President, MESIA 

Currently heading the Middle East & 
Africa office for SkyPower, Hadi is 
responsible for developing the Middle 
East Solar energy projects strategy for 
SkyPower from zero to project launch, 
as well as to expanding SkyPower’s 
business development foot print in 
the Middle East’s evolving Renewable 
Energy market sector.   

Hadi Tahboub is currently the Presi-
dent of the Middle East Solar Industry 
Association (MESIA), where in his 
current role, is garnering regional solar 
energy project stakeholders with in the 
same benchmark cooperative arena.
Hadi   has   a   B.Sc.   Degree   in   
Mechanical    &   Industrial   Engineer-
ing    from   the   American University   
of   Cairo,   Egypt,   and   an   MBA   
degree   from   Chifley   Business   
School,   Sidney, Australia. Hadi sits on 
the board of the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers, Middle East & 
Africa zone.

H.E Hussain Nasser Lootah 
Director General / Dubai Municipality 

Eng. Hussain Nasser Lootah was ap-
pointed as Director General on Janu-
ary 7th, 2009.

A civil engineering graduate from the 
United States, Lootah began his ca-
reer as an engineer with the Federal 
Ministry of Electricity and Water. He 
has chaired a number of committees in 
Dubai Municipality such as the Techni-
cal Committee, Strategic Plan Com-
mittee, e-Government Committee and 
Personnel Committee. He was also 
instrumental in winning some 30 local, 
regional and international awards for 
Dubai Municipality.

Eng. Lootah also played a significant 
role in setting up the UAE Engineers 
Society, and held the post of the 
Chairman from 1992 to 1996.

Hussain Rizvi 
Regional Director / Smart Grid Solu-
tions / MENAT / Itron

Hussain Rizvi is Regional Director 
Middle East and Turkey for Smart Grid 
Solutions business in Itron.

In this role, Hussain engages with City 
authorities primarily utilities & munici-
palities around the region to support 
their requirements for integrated com-
munications technologies which ena-
bles them to optimize the intelligence 
in their grid networks that are the 
backbone of integrated Smart Cities.
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“ The World Green Economy Summit has shown 
the market conditions exist here in Dubai for the 
development of a genuine green finance trading hub. 
The sessions today have demonstrated that the outcomes 
of this Summit will be actionable, and incorporated into 
the long term planning of the economy here – particularly 
in regard to the upcoming EXPO 2020. We look forward 
to returning next year for the second installment of 
WGES here in Dubai. ”
Andre Schneider   /   Chairman of World Climate Ltd. 

The future of your business starts today.  
HSBC’s team of sustainable financing and 
climate specialists could enable you to meet the 
growing sustainability needs for your long-term 
business planning. It’s why we’re one of the 
leading and award-winning global bond houses 
across international markets and currencies. 

For more information, go to  
gbm.hsbc.com/sustainable-financing

MAKE LONG-TERM 
LAST EVEN LONGER.

Issued by HSBC Bank Middle East Limited U.A.E Branch, P.O. Box 66, Dubai, U.A.E, regulated by the Central Bank of the U.A.E for the purposes of this promotion and lead regulated by the Dubai Financial Services Authority.
© Copyright HSBC Bank Middle East Limited 2016 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording, or otherwise, without the prior written permission of HSBC Bank Middle East Limited.
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Jeremy Crane  
CEO / Yellow Door 

As the Chief Executive Officer of Yel-
low Door, Jeremy is leading the expan-
sion of the distributed solar industry in 
the MENA region.   Jeremy co-founded 
Yellow Door with Adenium, where he 
previously acted as COO and helped 
build the regions’ most successful 
renewable energy investor, deploy-
ing over $250M in solar in his last 12 
months alone.

Previously he founded a Canada de-
veloper and completed $40M of roof-
top solar projects. He has also run a 
power utility and a phone company in 
Honduras, was a strategy consultant at 
Bain & Company and built windfarms 
in the USA. 

Katharina Schneider-Roos
Deputy Executive Director, GIB Foun-
dation

Katharina works as Deputy Executive 
Director at the non-profit foundation 
Global Infrastructure Basel. Her team 
has assessed over 100 infrastructure 
projects over the world based on the 
GIB Grading She was responsible for 
the publishing of the Sustainable Infra-
structure Capacity Building Handbook 
and a Scoping Study for the Early 
Stage Project Preparation Stage. She 
co-chairs the Cities Climate Leadership 
Alliance’s Working Group on Project 
Preparation Facilities and is a mem-

ber of the Resilient Cities Conference 
Program Committee and participated 
in the World Bank Resilience Finance 
Symposium in 2015. With the support 
of the Swiss Government and interna-
tional experts, she is working with a 
project team to establish SuRe – The 
Standard for Sustainable and Resilient 
Infrastructure. She has lived in China 
for 12 years and worked as a journalist 
and TV-producer and researcher and 
as a lecturer at Peking University.

Katrin Harvey  
Senior Manager / Business 
Development / REEEP

Katrin Harvey has almost 10 years’ ex-
perience in international clean energy 
market development and organiza-
tional management. She is responsible 
for business development at REEEP, 
including managing REEEP’s global 
fundraising activities, institutional donor 
relations and new growth strategies. 
She also handles governance and 
partnership issues and is a member of 
the REEEP strategy team. She holds a 
Master’s degree in English and Ameri-
can Studies and a Master’s degree in 
International Development Studies, 
both from the University of Vienna.

Kersten Karl Barth 
Chairman Energy & Environment / ICC

Kersten is the Chair of the Commis-
sion on Environment and Energy of the 

Iyad Abumoghli 
Regional Director / UNEP

Currently working as Director and 
Regional Representative of UNEP, Dr. 
Abumoghli leads the regional team of 
UNEP in West Asia in identifying and 
assessing relevant needs, priorities, 
trends, developments, and policies at 
the national, sub-regional, and regional 
levels, in order to incorporate them into 
UNEP policy and programme develop-
ment.He represents the organization at 
international, regional and inter-agency 
meetings, seminars and conferences. 

He has spent 22 years with the UNDP 
and UNEP in different positions includ-
ing Assistant Resident Representative 
in Jordan, Global Practice Manager 
in New York, Senior Policy Advisor in 
Lebanon and Head of Innovation unit 
in Egypt. 

Jens Nielsen
CEO   /   World Climate Ltd

Jens Nielsen is a business leader
based in Copenhagen. He has worked 
in more than 20 countries performing 
strategy work for some of the largest 
companies in the world. Mr. Nielsen has 
been an industry leader in the global utili-
ties sector in Pricewater- house Coopers 
in the nineties and has been managing 
more than 1000 people during the global 
roll-out of the largest company within PR 
and com- munications, Cision, through 
the first part of this century.



“ We are delighted to have been able to compile a programme 
and gather a group of such distinguished speakers that will 
really consolidate WGES’s position on the global agenda. We 
stand at a pivotal crossroads, where the actions of individuals, 
companies and countries have never been so important in the 
future of sustainable economic development and driving a 
green agenda. For two days we will have serious debate, 
discussion and action in this field, and it is my hope that the 
outcomes of which will drive a genuine and committed agenda 
that can affect real change. ”
H.E. Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer   /   MD and CEO of Dubai Water and Electricity Authority 
and Chairman of World Green Economy Summit 

SHARE
THE COMMITMENT

Our individual efforts add up to create a healthier 
environment and a better future for us all. Together, 
we can make a difference. 

800 6667
noorbank.com

EVERY LITTLE STEP CAN
MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE IN BUILDING
A SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT 
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International Chamber of Commerce 
(ICC). He is an experienced General 
Manager and Executive with interna-
tional expertise in Mergers & Acquisi-
tions, including post merger integra-
tions, Restructuring, Operations as well 
as Business Development for Services, 
Project Management and Sales in the 
industrial and power generation envi-
ronment. 

During his 24 years in industry, Kersten 
has held various positions for Bilfinger 
and Siemens across the company’s 
portfolio and geographical reach, rang-
ing from hydropower in Latin America 
to industrial energy efficiency in Eu-
rope and field service for power plants 
worldwide. He holds a Master’s degree 
in engineering from the University of 
Dortmund.

Kishan Khoday 
Team Leader in the Arab Region / 
UNDP  

Kishan Khoday is with the United 
Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP), currently as UNDP Team 
Leader for the Arab Region. UNDP is 
the U.N.s largest provider of assistance 
in areas of climate change, energy and 
the environment with over $3 billion of 
grants today to over 140 countries. 
Kishan has been with the U.N. for the 
past 18 years, leading climate change, 
energy and the environment coopera-
tion in emerging and developing coun-
tries. He has helped mobilize and man-
age portfolios of over $300 million from 
global UN funds, international donors 
and the private sector in support of lo-
cal action at the national level. Prior to 
his current role, Kishan had served as 
UNDP Deputy Representative in Saudi 
Arabia   from 2009-2013; as UNDP 
Assistant Representative and Team 

Leader for Energy and Environment 
in China   from 2005-2009; and UNDP 
Deputy Coordinator for Environment 
and Natural Resources in Indonesia   
from 1997-2005. 

Lamyaa Abdel Hady 
Head of Sector Private Properties / 
EETC

Eng. Lamyaa Adbel Hady heads the 
Private Projects Sector at the Egyptian 
Electricity Transmission Company 
(EETC) of the Ministry of Electricity 
and Renewable Energy, and leads the 
Solar FiT Program for the Ministry. Her 
distinguished career spans 15 years 
with the Egyptian Electricity Authority 
(now EEHC) and she has worked in 
private renewable energy programs 
since 2007. 

Eng. Lamyaa is responsible for the 
BOO 250MW wind project in Gulf of 
Suez, BOO 10x20MW PV solar pro-
jects in Kom Ombo–‐Aswan and the 
Egypt FiT program with the target of 
achieving 2000MW wind projects and 
2300MW PV projects. Eng. Lamyaa 
graduated from Ain Shams University 
Faculty of Engineering Power Systems 
Department and completed her MBA 
in Strategic Management in 2013 from 
the Cairo licensed Victoria School of 
Business.

H.E. Laurent Fabius
President of the Paris Conference on 
Climate Change   /   President French 
Constitutional Council 

H.E. Laurent Fabius (born 1946 in 
Paris) occupied several governmental 
positions in France: Minister for the 
Budget (1981-1983), Minister of Indus-
try and Research (1983-1984), Prime 
Minister (1984-1986), Minister for the 
Economy, Finance and Industry (2000-
2002), Foreign Minister (2012-2016). 
He was also Member of Parliament 
from 1978 to 2012, and served twice 
as President of the French National 
Assembly, from 1988 to 1992, and 
again from 1997 to 2000. 

In 2015, as the President of COP 21, 
he played a crucial role in the nego-
tiations that led to the Paris Climate 
Agreement. In February 2016, he was 
appointed President of the Constitu-
tional Council of the French Republic 

Lisbeth Jespersen 
Head of Secretariat / 3GF 

Ms. Lisbeth D. Jespersen is a Senior 
Diplomat at the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, Denmark, and the Head of Sec-
retariat for the Global Green Growth 
Forum (3GF).

Mrs. Jespersen has held various posi-
tions in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
since she joined in 1988, particularly 
in the field of politics, development 
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“ It all comes from the vision of HH 
Sheikh Mohammed. He has a vision 
which is then taken by the government and 
transformed into very clear objectives, and 
we deliver. That’s what Dubai does. ”Aimar Saleem   /   Director of Safety   /   Risk, Regulation & Planning Department   /   RTA
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Marco Janssen 
Director Smart Grid PMO / DEWA

Marco C. Janssen is the Director 
Smart Grid PMO for the Dubai Electric-
ity and Water Authority. He has worked 
for over 26 years in the field of Smart 
Grid, Protection, Control, Monitoring, 
Advanced Metering Infrastructures, 
Distribution and Substation Automa-
tion. He was a member of the IEEE 
PES Power System Relaying Com-
mittee and CIGRE B5 and D2 working 
groups. He was the convener of D2.35 
and editor of the Quality Assurance 
Program for the Testing Subcommittee 
of the UCA International Users Group. 
He holds one patent, has authored and 
presented more than 58 technical pa-
pers, is co-author of four Cigré Techni-
cal Brochures and two books on Smart 
Grids and Electrical Power Substations 
Engineering and is the author of the “I 
think” column in the PAC World maga-
zine. 

Marcus Chee 
Executive Director / Energy Council of 
Malaysia 

K. Marcus Chee is the founding Execu-
tive Director of the Energy Council of 
Malaysia (ECOM) for the last 8 years. 
He is also the CEO of Eco Partners 
SB, the largest producer of biomass 
3.0 fuel in the region. Recently, he 
was name the top CleanTech startup 
in United States.    His company pro-
duces renewable energy (RE) - lever-

age on the excess capacity of existing 
Coal-fired Power Plants. 
 
He holds observer status with the 
United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and 
a past member of the National Clean 
Development Mechanism (CDM) 
Committee. Mr. Marcus also held the 
Honoree position of Director with the 
Business Council for Sustainable 
Development, Malaysia. He is also 
an author, with his upcoming book 
titled Sustainable Energy Secrets and 
What’s My Carbon Footprint.”

Maxime Bonnevie 
SD EU Decathlete

Architect; Team Rhône-Alpes project 
manager in 2012, Winner of the Solar 
Decathlon Europe 2012; General sup-
port, Solar Decathlon Europe 2014; 
Coordinator of “Sustainable house & 
city” department in AECC research 
laboratory

Matthew Griffths 
Sr. Programme Manager / OECD

Matthew Griffiths is a Senior Pro-
gramme Manager working on green 
growth and water issues in the Envi-
ronment Directorate of the Organiza-
tion for Economic Co-operation & 
Development (OECD).

He leads a programme of work for 
water and wastewater sector reform 

aid, public-private partnerships and 
sustainability issues. She was posted 
as First Secretary at the Danish Em-
bassy in Tokyo, Japan (1992-95) and 
as Deputy Ambassador at the Danish 
Embassy in Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania 
(2000-03).

Alongside these positions Mrs. Jes-
persen has been working with collabo-
ration and synergies among public and 
private partners in general and involv-
ing private sector in development. In 
3GF in particular, focus is on sustain-
able growth and development through 
global collaborative public-private 
partnerships.

H.E Mattar Al Tayer
Chairman RTA 

A professional civil engineer, H.E. 
Mattar Al Tayer has led the Roads 
and Transport Authority (RTA) since 
November 2005. His leadership has 
driven achievements that have led to 
RTA’s rise to become a world-class 
organization.

Prior to this, H.E.M. Al Tayer worked 
with the Dubai Municipality since 1983, 
where he assumed various leadership 
roles and eventually the responsibili-
ties of Deputy Director General of the 
Dubai Municipality.
He has been the recipient of many 
awards throughout his distinguished 
career, including the Man of the Year 
Award (CEO Middle East Award) in 
2009, the Award of the Middle East 
Forum for Accessible Tourism in 2009 
and also the coveted Mohammed Bin 
Rashid Sash in 2011 for his efforts and 
achievements in the RTA.



“ The World Green Economy Summit in 
Dubai is an opportunity to make the different 
financial institutions work together. It is 
that kind of event that has the potential 
to bridge the gap between public and 
private partners, so we can reach our 
common goal to scale up climate finance.”Anette Eberhard   /   CEO   /   Denmark’s Export Credit Agency 

Helping Cities 
to Become 
Smarter
 
Nowadays cities are generating enormous amounts 
of data that must be constantly managed. Veolia, 
as one of the world’s leading operators of urban 
infrastructure, supplies millions of people with water, 
energy and waste management services every day.
 
To make cities and businesses more efficient, more 
flexible and connected: Veolia’s digital approach 
improves operation performance, customer 
satisfaction and is a path forward to develop new 
services for all stakeholders.

Come and listen to Veolia
at WGES on October 06 at 09.00am
Plenay III: Sustainability, Smart Technology & People 

Visit us at WETEX booth CD1 Hall 6 and
in the innovation zone at booth CW8 Hall 8

www.veolia.com/middleeast
 : Veolia Middle East
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Michael Schoeneberg 
Business Developer / Joi Scientifc

Michael Schoeneberg leads Joi Scien-
tifics’ business development in Europe, 
the Middle East and Africa where he 
works with a broad range of compa-
nies, governments, NGOs, integrators 
and resellers on sustainable, next-gen-
eration Hydrogen 2.0 solutions.
Schoeneberg has 40-years of techni-
cal, business and consulting experi-
ence with expertise in international 
operations, marketing, sales, supply 
chain management, and procurement. 
The Joi Scientific Hydrogen 2.0 tech-
nology is the world’s first hydrogen 
production process that is on-demand, 
economically competitive, and envi-
ronmentally neutral. The company is 
licensing its Hydrogen 2.0 technologies 
to a wide range of major power indus-
tries including electrical generation, 
heat generation, transportation, and 
specialty power.

Prof. Dr. Michael Weinhold 
CTO Energy Management Division / 
Siemens 

Prof. Dr. Weinhold began his profes-
sional career in 1993 at Siemens 
Power Transmission and Distribution 
(PTD). 

Today, he holds the prestigious posi-
tion of CTO of the Siemens Energy 
Management Division – a role he has 
played since 2014. From 2004 until 

2008 Mr. Weinhold served as German 
Speaker for the IEC SC 22F standardi-
zation committee “Power Electronics 
in Transmission and Distribution Sys-
tems”.

Since 2011 he is Adjunct Professor at 
the Danish Technical University (DTU).
In 2013 he was promoted to the status 
of Chief Key Expert and since 2014 he 
is Member of the Supervisory Board 
and Advisory Council of Maschinen-
fabrik Reinhausen GmbH. Mr. Wein-
hold was named “Siemens Inventor of 
the Year” in 1997 and also conferred 
the status of “Siemens Top Innovator” 
in 2008.

Mohamed Abunayyan
Chairman ACWA Power

With over 30 years of experience in 
the Water and Power sector Moham-
mad Abunayyan is Chairman of Abu-
nayyan Holding and ACWA Power 
International.
ACWA Power in 8 years has emerged 
as a leading developer of privately 
financed power generation and desali-
nated water production plants in the 
GCC, MEA, Southern Africa and East-
ern Europe regions with a portfolio 
of assets worth US$ 23 Billion with a 
contracted capacity of 15,731 MW and 
2.4Mm³/day of water. 
Mohammad Abunayyan is a Mem-
ber of the Advisory Committee of the 
Chairman of high Supreme Economic 
Council responsible for studying is-
sues related to the national economy.

in the Eastern Europe, Caucasus and 
Central Asia (EECCA) region under the 
GREEN Action Programme.
Prior to joining the OECD, Matthew 
worked for the Regulation and Supervi-
sion Bureau, the independent utility 
regulator in Abu Dhabi, UAE. 
Matthew has also worked for Anglian 
Water and PURAC Ltd in the UK where 
he gained experience of using new 
technologies to reduce capital and 
operating costs of water and wastewa-
ter services.

Dr. Matthew Kennedy
Head of Strategy & Business, IERC

Dr. Matt Kennedy is Head of Strategy 
and Business with the International 
Energy Research Centre. Prior to this 
role Matt led national and international 
energy RD&D initiatives for the Irish 
Government and was National Del-
egate for Horizon 2020. Internationally, 
Matt led the technology negotiations 
for the EU at COP21, was the Chair of 
the UN’s Climate Technology Centre 
and Network in Copenhagen, was a 
member of the UNFCCC Technology 
Executive Committee from 2011- 2015 
and is Chair of the Programme Board 
of the Renewable Every and Energy 
Efficiency Partnership ( REEEP) based 
in Vienna. Matt chaired an IEA col-
laborative group of 10 OECD countries 
that pooled finance for energy research 
collaborative activities. Matt has a PhD 
(Engineering) from Trinity College Dub-
lin and Masters’ degrees from Univer-
sity College Dublin (Business Admin) 
and National University of Ireland, 
Galway (Development).
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DEWA’s corporate sustainability pro-
gram, which resulted in updating DE-
WA’s sustainability strategy map, and 
formulating climate change strategies 
through the carbon emission reduc-
tion program. Prior joining DEWA, Al 
Shamsi worked in a number of leading 
financial institutions in the UAE

Murali Sivaraman 
President Lighting Growth Markets   /   
Philips  

Murali Sivaraman, formerly CEO Do-
mestic Appliances in Consumer Life-
style, has been appointed to the posi-
tion of Market Group Leader Growth 
Markets for Lighting, effective February 
1, 2015

Murali is responsible for driving the 
business across ASEAN Pacific, J
apan, Korea, Australia, New Zealand, 
Russia and Central Asia, Middle East 
and Turkey, India, Pakistan and Africa. 
Murali is also an Executive Vice 
President in Philips.

Dr. Najeeb Mohammed Al-Ali 
Executive Director / EXPO 2020 Dubai

Dr. Najeeb Mohammed Al-Ali is the 
Executive Director of EXPO 2020, 
Dubai. Previously, he held the posi-
tions ofSenior Vice President – UPMO 
(EXPO 2020) and Executive Director of 
the Emirates Competitiveness Council. 
He has also served as the Director of 
Strategy and Policy in the UAE Prime 

Mohamed Jameel Al Ramahi
CEO / Masdar

Mohamed Jameel Al Ramahi was ap-
pointed Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 
of Masdar in February 2016. As the 
CEO, Mohamed Al Ramahi spear-
heads the company’s development and 
strategic direction as it plays a promi-
nent role in the renewable energy and 
clean technology sector. Mr. Al Ramahi 
joined Masdar in 2008 as Head of In-
ternal Audit and Compliance. He set up 
the corporate enterprise risk manage-
ment function, which protects Masdar’s 
investments. 

In addition to his responsibilities as 
CEO, Mr. Al Ramahi serves on the 
board of a number of prominent com-
panies, joint ventures and special enti-
ties, including the Dudgeon Offshore 
Wind Farm in the UK, the Masdar So-
lar Wind Cooperative, Masdar Invest-
ment Committee, and Torresol Energy. 
Before joining Masdar, he was head 
of the Internal Audit and Risk Manage-
ment Office at GASCO, a leading oil 
and gas company based in Abu Dhabi. 

Mohammed Abdulkareem Al Shamsi 
Acting Executive Director / Water Aid 
Foundation

Mohammed Al Shamsi is the Acting 
Executive Director of UAE Water Aid 
Foundation (Suqia).
At DEWA, where Al Shamsi is a Sen-
ior Manager of Climate Change and 
Sustainability, he has contributed to 

Minister’s Office, Director of Special 
Projects in the Executive Council of 
Dubai and the Executive Director of 
Dubai Centre for Corporate Values as 
well as various roles in TECOM In-
vestments and the telecommunication 
company - du.

His achievements include contributions 
to the UAE Federal Strategy, Competi-
tiveness Strategy, the Dubai Strategic 
Plan 2015, UAE vision 2021, Develop-
ing Dubai’s green building policies, 
setting up the strategic sectors division 
of the Dubai Economic Department, 
publishing UAE’s first corporate CSR 
report and developing corporate strate-
gies for various entities.

Niclas Svenningsen  
Manager / Sustainable Development 
Mechanisms / UNFCCC

Niclas Svenningsen is the Manager for 
the Strategy and Relationship Manage-
ment unit in the UNFCCC Secretariat. 
In this capacity he is responsible for 
developing and strengthening ap-
proaches and strategies for catalyzing 
climate action mandated by UNFCCC, 
in particular through market based 
instruments such as the Clean Devel-
opment Mechanism (CDM). 

He was previously working in the Unit-
ed Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) where he was in charge of the 
climate neutral strategy of the UN sys-
tem, as well as for the implementation 
of UNEP’s programmes for sustainable 
buildings, urban development, and 
sustainable procurement. Niclas has 
a background in civil engineering and 
environmental law, and is trying out all 
good and bad ideas for energy savings 
in his summer house in Sweden.
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ernment relations, as well as services 
for Huawei’s Smart PV business in the 
region.

Prior joining Huawei, he had been in 
Nokia for 13 years in various executive 
roles, Most recently, he was the Gen-
eral Manager of Nokia’s R&D Center in 
Japan. There he led the R&D team to 
develop advanced mobile broadband 
solutions for demanding Japan market. 
He was a member of Nokia’s Regional 
Leadership Team managing a business 
over 1.2 Billion USD per year.

Paul holds a MBA degree from Rutgers 
State University of New Jersey, US. 
He also has EE Master and Bachelor 
degrees from Beijing University of Post 
and Telecom, China.

Rahul Sheth 
Executive Director for Capital Solutions 
/ Standard Chartered Bank

Based out of Singapore, Rahul Sheth 
is an Executive Director in Standard 
Chartered’s Capital Solutions team, 
housed within its Capital Markets fran-
chise.

In his role as a solutions specialist, 
he globally heads the green bonds 
product and has been responsible for 
leading pioneering and award winning 
green bond transactions for clients 
across the bank’s footprint includ-
ing the New Development Bank, Axis 
Bank, Turkiye Sinai Kalkinma Bankasi 
(TSKB), Agricultural Bank of China, 
National Thermal Power Corporation, 
Industrial Development Bank of India 
(IDBI) and CLP Windfarms amongst 
others. He maintains an active dia-
logue with regulators such as the Cli-
mate Bonds Initiative and the Green 
Bond Principles. Standard Chartered 

was amongst two international banks 
to be on the People’s Bank of China 
led ‘Green Finance Committee’.    

Prior to joining Standard Chartered 
in 2010, Rahul worked with Bank of 
America Merrill Lynch in the Fixed 
Income Structured Solutions team in 
Australia and prior to that, with Citi-
bank.

Richard King  
Advisor for Solar Decathlon Middle 
East / DEWA  

Richard King is the creator of the De-
partment of Energy’s Solar Decathlon, 
an award-winning design competi-
tion. The Solar Decathlon challenges 
university schools of architecture and 
engineering to design, build and dem-
onstrate highly efficient solar powered 
houses. The houses are built side-by-
side to form a solar village which is 
opened to the public. 

Mr. King is currently working for the 
Dubai Electricity and Water Authority 
(DEWA) as a senior advisor for the 
Solar Decathlon Middle East. Mr. King 
worked for the U.S. Department of 
Energy from 1986 to 2016 in the Solar 
Energy Technology office as Team 
Leader of the Photovoltaic R&D Pro-
gram and as the Director of the Solar 
Decathlon since its inception in 2002. 

Pascal Rollet 
SD EU Competition Director 

Pascal Rollet is an architect trained 
in the University of Grenoble and the 
University of California at Berkeley. He 
has established his own professional 
practice, Lipsky+Rollet architects, in 
Paris with Florence Lipsky since 1990. 
Today, L+R is mostly involved in sus-
tainable architecture for educational 
facilities and works on R&D solar hous-
ing programs.

He is co-directing the Architecture, 
Environment & Cultures Constructives 
(AE&CC) research team recognized as 
LABEX unit by the French National Re-
search Agency (ANR). He is promoting 
design-built education in architecture 
in a trans-disciplinary approach of the 
built environment. His researches fo-
cus on sustainable human settlements, 
solar architecture, wood and earth 
construction. He is now a member of 
the European Energy Endeavour com-
mittee to promote the Solar Decathlon 
in Europe.

Paul Pan 
GM for MENA / Hua Wei Smart PV

Paul Pan is an experienced executive 
in technology sector. He currently is 
General Manager of Huawei Smart 
PV Business Middle East and Africa 
Region. In this role, he has overall re-
sponsibility on business development, 
sales, partnership development, gov-
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Saeed Al Abbar 
Chairman / Emirates GBC

As well as his professional role as 
Director of Alabbar Energy and Sus-
tainability Group, Saeed is the current 
Chairman of the Emirates Green Build-
ing Council and is the Vice Chairman 
of the World Green Building Council 
MENA Network. In this role, Saeed ac-
tively works in promoting the advance-
ment of sustainable building in the 
UAE and MENA region by working with 
industry, academia and government 
departments to develop collaborative 
solutions to some of the regions great-
est challenges.

In 2010, Saeed was awarded the title 
of International Young Consultant of 
the Year by British Expertise in the UK. 
In 2012, Saeed was named in Gulf 
Business’s top 30 achievers in the 
MENA region under the age of 30.

Said Mouline 
General Director / ADEREE / Member 
of COP22 Steering Committee / Head 
of PPPs / Morocco

Born in 1963 in Rabat, Saïd Mouline 
is an engineer specialist in the energy 
and environmental questions. He is 
President of the Energy, Climate and 
Green Economy Commission at the 
General Confederation of the Moroc-
can Companies (CGEM) and President 
of the Moroccan Center for Clean 
Production. He was advisor to the 
President of OCP, the world leading 

Steve Skadron 
Mayor / City of Aspen  

Steven Skadron has been the Mayor of 
the City of Aspen since June, 2013. He 
is committed to sustainable land use 
practices that support a healthy year-
round community and a vibrant visitor-
based economy. Under his leadership 
Aspen has achieed its goal of reaching 
100% renewable energy in its munici-
pal utility and tightened building codes 
that threatened small town character. 

Mayor Skadron previously served six 
years as a member of the Aspen City 
Council and is the principal of Spooner 
Skadron LLC, a marketing commu-
nications firm he founded in 2003. 
He serves as an adjunct professor of 
E-Commerce at Colorado Mountain 
College’s Isaacson School, and as the 
President of the Colorado Association 
of Ski Towns focusing on policies to 
benefit and sustain mountain commu-
nities.

Stephan Ouaknine 
Managing Partner / Inerjys  

Stephan Ouaknine is founder and 
Managing Partner of Inerjys. Stephan 
founded Inerjys with the insight that 
new deployment approaches and 
proven technologies could overcome 
the challenges of the cleantech sector 
and power a better tomorrow.

Prior to Inerjys, Stephan founded 
Blueslice Networks, a leading provider 

phosphate company for a sustainable 
development policy. He has in the past 
worked within the Cabinet of the Min-
ister of Energy and Mines and counse-
led various national and international 
organizations like the Mohammed VI 
Foundation for Environmental protec-
tion, BMCE Bank, WLPGA, World 
Bank, IFC, GTZ, KfW and UNDP. He 
is currently CEO of the Renewable 
Energy and Energy Efficiency National 
Agency (ADEREE). He is also Head of 
Public Private Partnerships at COP22 
committee.

Samba Bathily 
CEO / Solectra Solar

In 2014, Samba co-founded Akon 
Lighting Africa with international mu-
sic star Akon and Thione Niang. The 
objective of this initiative is to bring 
awareness around the use of solar 
solutions to provide villages throughout 
Africa with access to clean, renewable 
and reliable electricity. To date, results 
include a series of solar developments 
such as the installation of street lamps 
and domestic and community modern 
renewable energy solutions in 14 coun-
tries throughout Africa.

Also launched in 2014 was Solektra In-
ternational, a company that specializes 
in the planning, design, construction 
and maintenance of solar power sys-
tems. Solektra has a B2G (Business 
to Government) financing model that 
offers attractive and affordable repay-
ment terms. Solektra International is 
the execution arm of Akon Lighting 
Africa with a goal to use local youths 
to implement projects while also fast 
tracking the social and economic de-
velopment of Africa in cooperation with 
various international partners. 



of evolved Subscriber Data Manage-
ment (eSDM) solutions for telecom 
carriers. Stephan led Blueslice from 
its foundation in 2001 until its acquisi-
tion in 2010 by Tekelec. At the time 
of its acquisition, Blueslice was the 
global leader in cross-platform eSDM 
solutions deployed in tier 1 accounts 
in over 25 countries. Stephan’s other 
successes include Emblaze, a next-
generation mobile multimedia company 
which reached a $6 billion valuation 
during his tenure, and Airslide Sys-
tems, a leader in next generation sign-
aling which merged with Cantata Tech-
nology and was acquired by Dialogic.

Stephan is a member of the Clinton 
Global Initiative, the TED community, a 
speaker at the World Economic Forum 
in Davos and a recipient of the Annual 
Honoree Award from the Canadian 
Technion Society. 

Tanguy Claquin 
Head of Sustainable Banking Team / 
Crédit Agricole CIB 

Tanguy Claquin created and manages 
the Sustainable Banking team at Credit 
Agricole CIB. The team provides finan-
cial advisory for transactions targeting 
both financial objectives and positive 
social and environmental impacts, in 
all asset classes. 

CA-CIB was elected “Most impressive 
bank for Green / SRI capital markets” 
in 2014, 2015 and 2016 in Global Cap-
ital market survey. Tanguy was elected 
“Most impressive Green / SRI banker” 
in 2016 in the same market reference 
survey. 

The team has also arranged a number 
of impact investment funds (carbon 
funds, microfinance, private equity) 
and advised on agriculture risk man-

agement instruments. Tanguy has 
more than 15 years’ experience in 
investment banking and advisory. Tan-
guy holds a PhD in physics and gradu-
ate from Ecole Normale Supérieure in 
Lyon.

Valeria Cantello 
New Business Development / Energrid 

Valeria Cantello graduated in Electri-
cal Engineering at the Politecnico of 
Turin (Italy). In 2005 she joined in the 
Gavio Group, one of the main indus-
trial groups in Italy and a long-lasting 
leader in the Italian infrastructure 
sector. Valeria Cantello is currently 
responsible for developing new busi-
ness opportunities at Energrid S.p.A., 
the energy trading Company inside the 
Gavio Group. In her role, she recently 
managed the start-up activities of the 
Energy Efficiency Division and she is 
now in charge of identifying new in-
vestment opportunities in international 
markets, especially Middle East and 
Africa.
On behalf of Energrid, she participates 
in the technical working groups within 
ASSOESCo (Italian Association of 
Energy Service Companies), AIGET 
(Italian Association of Energy Traders 
and Wholesalers) and the Innovation 
Clusters promoted by the Piedmont 
Region.

Waleed Salman
SVP - Strategy & Business Dev    /   

Waleed Salman has been the EVP 
Strategy & Business Development 
with Dubai Water & Electricity Au-
thority (DEWA) since 2007. He also 
serves as member of Dubai Supreme 
Council of Energy, chairs Dubai Car-
bon Center of Excellence and Vice 
Chairs World Green Economy Sum-
mit. Furthermore, he chairs and sits 
on the boards of a number of regional 
and national committees and com-
panies.

Waleed Salman has a wealth of ex-
perience in the energy sector gained 
through 20 years of leadership posi-
tions. He graduated in 1991 with a 
B.S. Electronics Engineering degree 
from USA and has an MBA from the 
American University in Dubai.

Xavier Joseph  
CEO Middle East / VeoliaCEO Middle 
East / Veolia  

Xavier is currently seating, as a rep-
resentative of Veolia, in the Board of 
Directors of several companies (in 
France, Qatar, Oman and the UAE). 
Xavier is leading Veolia’s activities 
(water, waste, nd energy manage-
ment services) in the Middle East 
since 2013. Prior to this position, 
Xavier was in charge of Veolia Wa-
ter’s operations for Veolia Water Mid-
dle East.

Xavier is an Environmental Engineer 
by background, with over 20 years 
of experience in the water industry 
acquired from both developing and 
developed countries. Xavier arrived 
in Dubai in 2012 from Morocco where 
he had been Veolia Water Morocco 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer for 
4 years. Before that, Xavier had es-
sentially a French carrier; he was 
Managing director for Nice area in his 
last position.



Zhengming Liu 
Managing Director / Silk Road Fund 

Mr. Liu Zhengming is Managing Director 
of the Silk Road Fund. Previously, he 
held a number of positions within the 
People’s Bank of China (PBOC) includ-
ing Director of International Monetary 
Fund Division and Director of Develop-
ment Institution Division of the Interna-
tional Department, Chief Representative 
of the PBOC Frankfurt Representative 
Office, Deputy Director-General and 
then Director-General of Anti-Money 
Laundering Bureau. He also worked at 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
in the capacity of Assistant to Executive 
Director for China.

Mr. Liu holds a Master’s degree in 
Banking and Financial Development 
from the University of Finafrica in Italy.

 

    

 


