
Agriculture fair in Sunderbans, W Bengal, in Feb 2015, organized by AID's partner, BTS



Dear AID Boston Supporter,

We write to you with great excitement, to share our journey in 2015 as 
we celebrate 25 years of AID. We are truly grateful to you for your part in 
this journey. From an organization formed by a handful of enthusiastic 
graduate students in Maryland in 1991, AID now has more than 35 
chapters across the U.S., and continues to grow.

In the past 25 years, we have understood from our partners in West 
Bengal, what it means to reclaim lands lost to a cyclone and scale 
organic farming practices from 25 farmers to 10,000 farmers. We have 
learnt what a few doctors can do to change the face of community based 
healthcare in rural Chhattisgarh. Stories from our partners in Gujarat 
have opened our eyes to the disparity in education, especially amongst 
girls, and the need to create a level playing field for Dalits, Adivasis, 
Muslims, and other marginalized sections of society. In times of natural 
disasters, we have not only responded swiftly and efficiently for 
immediate relief, but also continued engagement to find long-term 
rehabilitation solutions. In this 25th year, it is with this learning and 
experience, that we dream of our role in building a just and sustainable 
future, shoulder to shoulder with the marginalized people of India.

And for that, we are counting on your support! A significant portion of our 
funds come from individual donations, and we hope that you will 
continue supporting AID for the years to come.

In 2015, AID Boston disbursed $270,000 towards 24 projects across 
India. Within 2016, we hope to raise $200,000 in addition to what we 
have raised so far, to allow us to maintain our engagement with our 
existing partners and make significant efforts in scaling impact. We are 
continuously working with our grassroots partners in shaping these 
strategies. We keep in touch with them using social media, phone calls,  
and emails. When visiting India, we meet them to learn directly from 
their work. We also invite our partners to the U.S. and organize public 
talks and workshops. We organized 11 such seminars in 2015.

This report of our efforts in the year 2015 will provide some glimpses into 
our work. We hope it gives you an idea of how your contributions and 
support are making an impact on the ground. We once again thank all of 
our donors and supporters and hope to see you at our future events.

Humbly Yours,
AID Boston Volunteers

2015 in review



2015 Financial Summary

Project Funds Disbursed by Focus Area (Total: $269,600)

2015 Income (Total: $124,200)

2015 Expenses (Total: $279,700)



\

2015 PROJECTS Summary

* Empowerment of Poor Rural Households through Livelihood  
  Promotion in Odisha
  with YugaJyoti - $12,600

  Promoting Sustainable Agriculture in Sunderbans, W Bengal
  with Baikunthapur Tarun Sangha, Mukti, and Binoy 
  Krishna Social Welfare Society - $20,300

  Seed conservation in W Bengal 
  with Development Research Communication and Service 
  Centre - $8,300

* Manual Scavenging Eradication and Human Rights in 
  Karnataka 
  with Prarambha - $2,300

* Social Advocacy and Health-Related Support for 
  Transgender and Gender Variant Persons in W Bengal
  with Karna Subarna Welfare Society, $3,000

* Sustainable Livelihood through MGNREGA and Protection 
  of Natural Resources in Karnataka 
  with India Development Service, $5,700

* Dalit Women Fellowship across India
  with Swadhikar - $8,400

  Community Empowerment and Mobilization in Uttar Pradesh 
  with Sangtin Kisan Mazdoor Sangathan - $8,300

 

AGRICULTURE

COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT

EDUCATION
  Kadam Education Initiative in Gujarat 
  with Center for Development - $7,000

* Beyond Resettlement: Working with youth affected by       
  displacement and resettlement in Delhi
  with Programme for Social Action - $11,700

* Meeting Basic Needs of Destitute Children in Chittoor District,
  Andhra Pradesh 
  with Sahanivasa - $2,200

  Tribal Girls' Education Project in Gujarat
  with Trust for Reaching the Unreached - $11,800

* New projects in 2015



WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT 

* Strengthening Community Forest Governance in Sub- 
  Himalayan W Bengal
  with Bajkul Grambharati - $8,000

* Studying and Raising Awareness about Environmental 
  Impact Assessment In Andhra Pradesh 
  with Rural Development Service Society - $6,800

  Community Environment Monitoring in Tamil Nadu
  with The Other Media - $7,100

* Participatory and Sustainable Forms of Development in 
  Manipur 
  with United Voluntary Youth Council - $3,200

* Urban Resource Center for Migrant Domestic Workers in 
  Delhi 
  with India Institute for Crticial Action: Centre in 
  Movement - $8,000

  Right to Information in W Bengal
  with Manthan - $4,600

  Implementation of Unorganized Workers Social Security   
  Act-2008 in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana 
  with Sahanivasa - $3,800

 Gram Swaraj by Strengthening Gram Sansads in W Bengal 
  with Mandra Lions Club - $10,000

  Short Stay Shelter for Female Victims of Violence in 
  Rajasthan
  with Bal va Mahila Chetna Samiti - $2,900

HEALTH

RIGHTS-BASED

ENVIRONMENT

  School Health Program in Kalrayan Hills, Tamil Nadu
  with Tribal Health Initiative - $1,700

  Rural Crèche Program in Chhattisgarh
  with Jan Swasthya Sahyog - $100,500

* Center for Public Health and Equity in Madhya Pradesh
  with Society for Community Health Awareness 
  Research and Action (SOCHARA) - $11,600



2015 EVENT Summary

Speaker Series

In Conversation with P. Sainath: People's Archive of Rural India
with P. Sainath, March 3

The Fight for Environmental Justice in India: The Bhopal Struggles and 
Beyond 
with Nityanand Jayaraman, March 22

MIT Wikipedia Hackathon
with Dalit Women's Self-Respect March and Dalit History Month 
Collective,  April 5

I, the citizen: Empowering Citizens to Engage in India’s Development 
with R Balasubramaniam, May 17

Higher Education in India: The Case for Equity and Empowerment
with by Prof. Sukhadeo Thorat, May 28

Struggles on the Gujarat Coast: The Case of Mundra, Kutch
with Bharatkumar Patel, June 2

Color of Trans 2.0: How Trans Warriors Fight in India
with Gee Imam, Angel Glady and Living Smile Vidya, June 7

From Garbage to Gold: A Talk on Waste Management
with C Srinivasan, June 13

How India's National Rural Employment Guarantee Act is Shaping 
Social Change
with Ajay Kumar, July 1

The Impact of Climate Change in India and the Role of Civil Society
with Mahesh Pandya, July 28

Between Life and Execution: Troy Davis and the Hidden Face of 
Capital Punishment 
with Gautam Narula, November 14

Annual TeamAIDAsha Marathon Program (May - October)
TeamAIDAsha is AID Boston’s annual fundraising program in 
collaboration with ASHA for Education, currently in its 14th 
successful year. This program allows both first timers and 
experienced runners to train for a half or full marathon, while raising 
funds for the two organizations. More info at 
http://www.teamaidasha.org

Annual Donor Dinner (November)
The 5th year of AID Boston’s Donor Dinner event, “Milan”, was a 
great success. Dr. Raman Kataria, a founding member of JSS (Jan 
Swasthya Sahyog or People's Health Group), that works to develop 
models to enable marginalized communities to access modern and 
rational healthcare in Chhattisgarh, spoke to  donors about JSS' 
work, and volunteers presented project updates.

Vox Populi: Open Mic (December)
AID Boston/MIT volunteers and friends together put on the 2nd year 
of this open mic event which was attended by over 50 people from 
the community. There was stand up comedy, singing, dancing, and 
poetry reading - a lot of fun with good food and company.



join us!

Recently, I had the opportunity to work with and visit grassroots 
organizations in India over the course of 6 months. This 
inspiring experience gave me great insight into the lives of the 
people on the ground and the barriers our partners have to 
contend with. I returned with a deep conviction and great faith 
for the work AID Boston and my fellow volunteers are engaged 
in. When you get to see the impact of each intervention, you 
begin to understand how crucial it is.

Neela Jayaraman
Master's in Social Work,  Boston College

I have been with AID Boston for 4 years now and enjoy being a 
part of the organization, coordinating projects and running 
marathons with TeamAIDAsha. It allows me to reconnect to my 
roots and understand the issues faced by people in rural and 
urban areas of India. I can draw parallels between the daily 
struggles of people in India to those faced by communities 
across the world, including here in Boston. My learnings through 
AID Boston have enabled me to think more about my everyday 
actions, opinions and their consequences.

Diwakar Pattabiraman
Senior Research Associate,
Whitehead Institute for Biomedical Research

I have always wanted to actively contribute towards the 
development of India. But being so far away and disconnected 
from the grassroots made taking action seem like an intimidating 
task. AID Boston is a wonderful community and channel through 
which I am able to connect to the issues affecting India's 
marginalized communities. More importantly, I am able to 
understand multiple aspects of the problem and this special 
ability to connect the dots is what allows even small actions to 
have a large impact.

Tanuf Tembulkar
Senior Associate, Trinity Partners

Being part of the AID community has truly been a transformative 
experience. Beyond serving as a great learning platform about 
the injustice that is prevalent in our society, these learnings have 
triggered a self-reflecting process -- from understanding my 
sensitivities to realizing my privileges and in recognizing my 
lifestyle choices. I see AID as an avenue that gives me an 
opportunity to be a tiny but active participant in the efforts 
towards achieving greater equity and justice in this world.

Maha Ramamurthy
PhD student, Developmental and Brain Sciences, 
UMass Boston

AID-Boston, PO Box 390884, Cambridge, MA 02139

www.aidboston.org | info@aidboston.org

facebook.com/aidboston           @aidboston            meetup.com/AID-Boston

We meet every Sunday on the MIT campus. Stop by to meet us! Here are some things our 
volunteers have to say about volunteering for AID.

mailto:info@aidboston.org
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