
WEEK 1 - PRETEEN

PROVE IT.
Have you ever said that to somebody? Did they tell you something that 
sounded too crazy to be true? Did it seem . . . unbelievable?

If you think about it, God’s love can seem almost unbelievable. The God 
who makes the sun rise every morning—the one who set the whole 
universe in motion—He knows your name, knows everything about you 
and He LOVES you.

But we never have to ask God to “prove it.” We never have to doubt how 
much He loves us, because HE made the first move, that very first Christmas. 
He sent Jesus to us because He knew we needed a rescuer.

That’s who God is. He’s a generous God. He decided to send Jesus in order 
to show His love—once and for all. He gave big to us and that leaves us 
with a choice to make. Are we going to follow His lead and give big to 
others?

 DAY 1
Hopefully, yesterday got you thinking about what YOU can give. Remember, 
generosity is a way of life. It’s not just about giving at a time of year when 
everyone’s thinking about giving; it means looking for ways to be generous 
ALL the time!

•  You can give money. Maybe you know some family members who 
give money to your church, or to other great organizations that help 
people in need. 

•  You can give your time. You could choose to help your little brother 
with his homework, or to throw the football with him in the backyard.

•  You can be generous with your talent. Maybe there’s something you 
do really well like drawing, or cooking, or singing. Share that gift with 
someone you love! 

Generosity is about what we do with what we’ve been given. So follow 
God’s example: make the first move. Don’t wait for someone to ask you to 
give, but look for ways that you can be generous and share.
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God wants us to give as a response to His generosity. He’s given us 
so much—it’s only natural that we’d want to pass that generosity on 
to others!

Take a minute to think about all the ways God has been generous to 
you. Write down five of them here.

GOD HAS GIVEN ME . . . 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

When you talk to God, thank Him for His amazing generosity. Ask Him 
to help you live each day in a generous way.

DAY 2

GENEROSITY IS MAKING SOMEONE’S DAY BY 
GIVING SOMETHING AWAY. 
It means thinking of others instead of thinking of ourselves. It means being 
willing to share something of yours that will mean a lot to them.

Write down the names of three friends who are really important to you. 
What’s something you could give that you know would make their day?

That doesn’t have to mean giving them some THING. It could be giving 
them a compliment, giving them your time and attention or giving them 
a second chance if they’ve hurt your feelings. Talk to your mom or dad or 
small group leader if you need help coming up with some creative ideas.

Go ahead . . . make their day!

DAY 3
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READ LUKE 12:13-21
Look again at what Jesus said to the rich young man in verse 15.

When you hear “on your guard,” you probably think of things like . . . 

• a security guard protecting an important place
• a martial arts fighter taking a defensive stance
• a soccer goalkeeper guarding the net

But do we really need to be “on our guard” about our stuff?

The fact is, the more things you have, the more you end up focusing on 
those things. You spend all your energy on keeping what you have and you 
miss out on the chance to help the people around you.

So live generously. Stay “on your guard” so you don’t fall into the same kind 
of trap. Don’t miss your chance to give!

 DAY 1
Think about someone you know who’s been really generous.

Maybe your parents know a friend who donated a lot of money to help 
others—like for a service project or a mission trip.

Maybe you know somebody who lets other people use their extra car if 
theirs breaks down or maybe they let others stay at their vacation house for 
free. How about that teacher who puts in a lot of extra hours to help their 
students win in a tough subject?

Do you think those people would say they “missed out” because they 
didn’t use their time, their stuff, or their money for themselves? Or do you 
think they’re glad they did it? How do you think they would have “missed 
out” if they DIDN’T help?

Don’t miss out on something important that God can do in your life!
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Have you ever heard of the phrase “tight-fisted”? It means someone 
who’s not willing to share what they have.

Let’s demonstrate. Find a quarter or a dollar bill. Now put it in your 
hand, and hold both hands out in front of you. Clench both of your 
hands into a fist as tight as you can.

Now try opening your hands, with the palms facing up with that money 
right there for everyone to see.

If you want to live generously, you’ve got to open your heart just like 
you opened your hands. Instead of holding on tightly to what’s “yours,” 
you can be open to giving it away. Tight-fisted, or open-handed; which 
one do YOU want to be?

ASK GOD TO HELP YOU LIVE 
WITH OPEN HANDS.

DAY 2

Have you ever thought about the people who lead at your church—
why they do what they do? Think about your small group leader,  
the people who greet you at the door, or the people who put on the adult 
services.

Every single one of those people has decided that serving is important. 
They’ve decided to give their time for you, and for others like you.

It would be really easy for them to show up on Sunday and think, “OK, 
what am I going to get out of church today?” But they’ve found a better 
way. They’ve decided to focus on what they can GIVE, not what they can 
GET.

The next time you’re at church, talk to your leader about why they started 
serving. Ask them why it’s important for them to give back. Be sure to give 
them a big thank you hug or high-five!
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READ 1 TIMOTHY 6:18
IF I HAD A MILLION DOLLARS . . . 
Most people would answer that question by daydreaming about what 
they’d like to have. And that’s especially true during the Christmas season. 
After all, everyone has their list of perfect gifts they’d love to get on 
Christmas morning!

We could all come up with a great list of things we want – things that would 
make us feel really rich. (And by the way, there’s nothing wrong at all with 
appreciating a great gift that someone gives you!)

But there’s a different kind of “richness” that Paul is talking about in his 
letter to Timothy. He says that we should “be rich in doing good things.” 
When we choose to give generously to others, we become truly rich with 
everything that really matters in life.

Look ahead to the next verse—number 19. Circle the last part. When 
we live generously instead of just trying to get more and more stuff for 
ourselves, we begin to discover God’s true purpose for our lives. And that’s 
more valuable than ANY other kind of riches!

One of the coolest things about generosity is that it can be so personal. 
Each one of us has different things we can give, and God has given us the 
ability to think creatively about how we can use those skills, talents, and 
abilities to help others.

First, write down three positive things that other people have said about 
you. (For example: I’m a good listener. I’m good at drawing. I always look 
at the bright side of any situation.)

WHAT ARE THOSE THINGS FOR YOU?
1.
2.
3.

Take a minute and think about how God could use each of those three 
strengths of yours if you put them into practice. (If you’re a good listener, 
you could show someone you care by asking about their life and giving 
them your full attention. If you’re an artist, you could draw a funny caricature 
for a friend. If you have a positive attitude about life, you could write a note 
to encourage someone who’s having a tough time.)

At Christmas, we put lots of creativity into thinking of the perfect gift but 
you can do the same thing all throughout the year! Look for creative ways 
to give.
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“IT’S BETTER TO GIVE THAN TO RECEIVE.”
Have you ever heard that saying before? If you’re honest, deep down, 
isn’t it kind of frustrating? I mean, you know that you should have a 
generous attitude toward others but at the same time, doesn’t it also 
feel so good when you actually get what YOU want?

God knows that we feel that way. He knows that it can be difficult. But 
it’s also part of His plan for us to start to think outside of ourselves and 
start thinking about what would make someone ELSE’S day.

As followers of Jesus, we should be known for our generosity. And we 
definitely need His help if we want to be able to live that way!

PRAY . . . 

that God will help you think of what others want, instead of 
just what YOU want.

that God will help you to have the right attitude about 
giving and sharing.

that God will help you shine your light as others see your 
generosity.

Have you figured out yet what Christmas gifts you’re going to get for your 
family? 

How about your brother—do you think he knows yet what he’s getting 
for your grandma?

Every family does this a little differently, but you’re probably thinking 
about gift-giving right about now. Talk to your brother or sister and ask 
what they’re getting for someone else in your family and why they chose 
it.

Remember, generosity is about making someone’s day by giving 
something away. It’s fun to think about the perfect Christmas gift that 
someone else is going to love. And the same is true for being generous 
throughout the year—we can make someone’s day by being willing to 
share our time, our talents, and our favorite things!
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Now it’s your turn. Why is Christmas special to you? Write down a couple 
of sentences here.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

This time of year, it’s so easy to get focused on the stuff we get. But 
you know that Christmas is really about celebrating the one who gave 
everything for us!

And that changes the way we live. When we remember what Jesus did 
for us, we understand how great and how amazing His love really is. That 
makes us want to give too. God’s perfect gift, His Son, is what motivates us 
to show generosity to others.

The best gift ever is knowing what Jesus did for 
you. Trusting that He died on the cross for your sins  
and believing that He came to be your personal  
Savior. When you believe, you receive the ultimate  
gift of eternal life—a relationship with Him that will  
last forever!

After all the waiting . . . all the anticipating . . . Christmas is finally here!

Did you know that when Jesus was born, people had been waiting . . .  
anticipating . . . his arrival? For hundreds of years, they had longed for the 
Savior to come and rescue His people. Think about it. That means people 
lived their entire lifetimes waiting. And then their kids lived their entire 
lifetimes waiting. And on and on it went.

You’ve probably thought to yourself, “Is Christmas ever going to get here?” 
And it was kind of like that for God’s people, way back then. They probably 
thought, “Is God ever going to send His Messiah like He promised?”

Of course, WE know what happened next. We know about the miracle that 
happened at Christmas, when God gave us His Son— the One who would 
save us from our sins. It was the ultimate act of generosity. Through Jesus, 
God gave us a way to be part of His family forever!

TAKE A MINUTE TO READ LUKE 2:1-18. It’s one of the most famous 
sections of the whole Bible. Read it out loud to your family this week, so all 
of you can remember the true meaning of Christmas!
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Remember how the angels appeared to shepherds, out in the fields? 
Do you remember what the angels said?

“ MAY GLORY BE GIVEN TO GOD IN THE 
HIGHEST HEAVEN! AND MAY PEACE 
BE GIVEN TO THOSE HE IS PLEASED 
WITH ON EARTH!”

Peace on earth. That’s something we all want in life but it can be so 
hard to find. That’s because the only real peace comes from knowing 
Jesus.

“Peace on earth” could mean peace with a friend—like maybe after 
you’ve had an argument. It could mean peace with your brother 
or sister, or with your parents. Or it could mean peace deep down 
inside—knowing that you can trust God no matter what challenges 
you might face.

God is generous. He loves you so much! And He can give you HIS 
peace—peace that goes beyond our understanding (Philippians 4:7). 
Ask Him to fill your heart with His perfect peace this Christmas.

EVERYONE LOVES 
CHRISTMAS. 

THERE’S SO MUCH THAT’S SPECIAL ABOUT 
THIS TIME OF YEAR!
It’s a time for family to come together. It’s a time for stockings, hot chocolate, 
and twinkling lights in the chilly air. Most of all, it’s a time when we focus on 
what God did for us by giving us Jesus.

You’ll probably spend some this week with family members that you don’t 
see very often. Take the time to interview them. Ask them if they can tell 
you why Christmas is special to them.

NAME:
_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________

NAME:
_____________________________________
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TIME FOR A BRAINSTORM. We’ve thought a lot this month about how 
you can be generous—not just with your money, but with your time, your 
talents and your positive attitude.

Christmas is a natural time to think about being generous, but that doesn’t 
have to stay here in December. In fact, it’s the perfect New Year’s Resolution!

So what is it for you? What are some BIG ways you’d like to be more 
generous next year? It could be that you decide to give more compliments 
instead of complaints. Maybe you want to give your energy toward praying 
for others. You could put your money toward a great cause, or encourage 
other people to do the same.

Draw a giant thought bubble and fill it with all the things you’ve thought 
about this month—all the ways YOU can take a step of generosity. Keep 
this sheet by your bedside, or somewhere else that you’ll see it often. Let it 
be a remind you and inspire you in the weeks and months ahead.

Always be on the lookout. Don’t miss the chance to be generous. Don’t be 
afraid to give BIG in 2018!

When the Wise Men came to visit Jesus, they showed that they knew 
something important: they understood what it meant to give.

These men had come from far away, following a star. They had taken a long 
journey to be able to stand before Jesus and honor Him. And they showed 
how much they valued Jesus with their actions with their gifts. The gifts 
they gave may not be familiar to us, but they had lots of special meaning 
for recognizing a king.

Think about what their generosity also showed to Mary and Joseph. It must 
have been such an honor to have visitors who understood how very special 
their son was.

When YOU give generously, you’re really doing the same thing as the 
Wise Men. You’re responding to what God has already given you. And 
remember, other people can see it! So don’t just give because you feel like 
you’re supposed to. 

GIVE LIKE YOU’RE GIVING TO GOD.
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When we pray, it’s easy to get all wrapped up in ourselves. It’s so good 
to talk to God about things that are going on in our lives, about our 
feelings, and about our hopes and dreams.

But that’s not all we pray about. We also need to get all wrapped up 
with others. We can talk to God about the people we love, and ask Him 
to help them with whatever they’re going through.

If you’ve ever had someone tell you they’ve prayed for you, you know 
what a gift that can be. It means so much to know that someone cares 
about you and really wants to know what’s going on in your life. Not 
only that, they care about you enough to talk to God about you!

THAT’S ONE OF THE BEST GIFTS YOU 
CAN GIVE SOMEONE—TO TAKE THE 

TIME TO PRAY FOR THEM.

All right, time for a pop quiz. Don’t worry—it’s a piece of cake.

Q:  WHAT’S THE MOST VALUABLE THING YOU 
OWN?

A:

Q:  WHO’S THE MOST VALUABLE PLAYER ON 
YOUR FAVORITE TEAM?

A: 

Q:  WHICH PEOPLE ARE VALUABLE TO GOD?
A: 

OK, that last one was a bit of a trick question. The answer, of course, is 
everyone. God thinks every single person has more value than we could 
ever understand. We know that’s true because He sent His Son for every 
single one of us!

When we give to others, it shows God that we value the people He values. 
It’s a way for us to put actions behind the things we believe.

This week, give a little bit of your time to someone you don’t know very 
well. Maybe a neighbor, another kid in your small group or someone on 
your team. Talk to them. Get to know them. After all, God sure thinks
 they’re valuable!
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